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GALATIANS VI 1o0.

As we have, therefore, opportuiity, It us do govd
uilo ali-men, efpecialiy unto thewr who are of the

boufebeld of faiib.

YHE Gofpel of Jesos Curist, proclaims

- “Glory to Gup in the higheft, and on
carth peace, good will towards men.”  Gov-
erned by the virtue of the gofpel, we fhall not
confine our good will to the fmall circle near
us, but fhall extend itto all mankind : Neor
ihall we reft fanshed with the tranfient glare
cf a few fplendid acuens, but fhall go into a
practice, which embraces the whole extent of
duty incumbent on man.  The exhortation in
the text, is a conclufien drawn from the prom-
ifes of everlafting life, made to the faithful inthe
preceding verfes.  The exhertaton addrefled
to the church at Galaua, con:ains a command
which is binding on all men. It requires the
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performance of thofe duties which fall under
the denomination of aéls of beneficence ; and
to do good in every other refpect, as opporiuni-
tics occur, te the wholetamily of Adam. No one
can comply with this command, without con-
fider'\ng man as poflefiecd not only of certain
appetites and defires, in common with the arni-
mal creation, bur alfo of an intelligent and mo-
ral nature. If this laft be lefr out of the ac-
count, man cannot be confidered as an objuét
of the benevolence which 15 required in the
divine law.

Tue Apoftle places great ftrefs on doing
good fo them who are cf ibe beujeboid of fuith,
‘Fhe reafon 1s obvious : True chriftians relemi-
ble in fome degree, the merciful Redeemer of
finners, who went about deing good—Ilike him,
they make thofe benevolent exertions which
exprefs sood will to the who!e human race. It
is impoflible to poffeis the affeélion, which em-
braccs the greateft portion of inteliigent happi-
nefs, without feeling at the fame time a pecu-
liar attachment to thofe, whofe actions declare
that the law of univerial love is written in their
hearts. Thele, as the ornaments of our race,
and the iights of the world, claim our fpec al
love and attention. The accuraic and impar-
tial obferver of mankind, will find much more
to praile in the geod man, who pafles all his
days n the vaie of obfcurity, than in fome who
are recorded as the boaft of their nation or age.
Since principle and condult form the true dif-
tinc¢ton of rank, we fhail deviate from reéti-
tuce, and fet a pernicious exampie, if we efli-
mate worth by {lation ; or fufter ourfelves to be
governed by the cenfure, or applaufe, of the
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proud and the vain. On the {ubject of real
worth, we may, however, fafely venture an ap-
peal to the moral fenfe, or cenfcience, implant-
ed by the Creator inthe human breaft. When
this is enhightened and folemnized, all men
think alike, uniformly {peak in commendation
of virtue, and acknowledge it to be neccffary
for their guide and {fupport. Were not this the
cafe, there couid be no propricty in holding up
divine revelation before all ; nor could the
chriftian minifter be jufhified, in making the
goipel the theme of his difcourfe on every
occafion.

Tue paffage cf {cripture chofen for the guide
of our meditations, may, with prepriety, on the
prefent occaiion, lead us to difcourfe on the im-
portance of chrittiar virtue to the civil ruler.
The obligations o promote the common caufe
of virtue, muft fall with the greateft weight on
thofe, to whom meft ralents are commirted by
the great Lorpofall. The fuperior obliga-
tions under which the civil ruler is placed to
difiufe happinefs, muft be 1n proportion as his
ftation rifes abuve the ordinary walks of life,
Nor can any ftand in greater need of the guid-
ance of divine wifdom, and the fupports of di-
vine grace, than he who is calléd to the labo-
rious and difkcult tafk of ruling over men.

‘To fhew the importance of chriftian virtue
to the civii ruler, it is neceflary, inthe firft
place, to attend to its nature. This will ap-
pear from a brief furvey of fome of the leading
features of the chriftian reiigion, and the eftecis
which it tends to produce on the principles and
manacrs of fociety,
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CurisTranNiTy, muft recommend iifelf to
ali, who will g ve 1t a fairand cand'd examin-
tion. In the facred pages, the atirisures o:'the
MosT HIGH are unfelded; in a manner which is
fuited to infpire the revercnce, command the
Iove, and encourage the hopes of man. All
our relations to hun, wich their connected du-
ties, are clearly brought into view ; whether he
1s confidered as our Creator, Ruler, Lawgiver,
Redeemer, or Judge. - Weare taught that “1n
Gob we live, and move, and have our being,”
and are conftantly reminded of our obligations,
to act up to the dimnty of a creaturce placed at’
the head of this lower wor'd, 'We are warned
againft forgetting that we received all our ca-
pacity, for fervice, or happinefs, fromthe Form-
er of our bodtes, and the Father of our {pirits,
Sl ereatures and events in the univer(e are un-
der his direction and conrrol yand will be
made {ubfervient to the defigns of infinire wif-
dom and goodnefs. The firft and great com-
mandment 1n the divine law, reguires us “to
love Gop with all our heart 5. No other af-
fection of mind can condudt us to happinefs ;
becaufec no other can bring us into a moral
union with the Author of our being. The de-
pravity of thchuman race, has been deplored by
the diicerning phxlammph" of all ages.  This
corruption 1s ceveloped, and its operations are
traced with f ch{killan imparnality,as to ex-
tort a confeflion from ali, nut funk in brutith
ftupidity, thac the Author of the fer prures 13
divice. The fcheme of mercy open«d in the
gofpel, comes 1n as a neceflary relief to a gurlty
race ; and furmithes a powverful fpring to heh-
ne(s of hcarr and hfe. Taught that the holi-
nefs of chiithians is the wo&l\n;anﬂ 1p of Gob,
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pride is hidden from man, ard the Lorp alone
1s cxalted, 1n the application, as weil as pur-
chate of gofpel grace.  All thofe divine influ-
ences which are ncceffary for the gmde, and
{upport of good men, in every ftation of lifc, as
weli as to fit there for complete blefled: efs 1n
the world to come, are contained in the prom-
ifes of the gofsel Thele are addrefled ro the
humble, the penitent, and the pure in heart.
Sobriety, contentment, fubmifiion, patience,

and all other graces ard virtues, are required
by the chriftian law ; and enter into the cha-
racter ot thofe who inherit the kingdom of hea-
ven. The dotrine of future rewards a=.d pun-
ithments, .1s refcued from the errors of pagan
philofophy, and piaced in fuch a ligh , inthe
volume cf 1nfpiraiion, as to ftrike terrer on the
wicked, and min:fter confolaticn to the righte-
ous, amidit the tharpeit confliéts wich the evils
of time. |

Tue chrifuan retigion not only leads us to
the knowledge of Gop, and points out the way
ro fecyre his favour, for time and eternity, but
it acquaints us with the uniting bond of fociety.
"this 1s contained in the commniand, “ Thou
fhalt love thy neighbour as thy felf.””  Had the
love of our country been made the higheft ob-
¢t of virwue, our religion, like all others,
would iuve comprifed principles which are
hottile to the gencral welfare of mankind.
What was the boafted virtue of ancient Rome,
when rifing to the zenith of her greaind!s, but
afiected juftice and clemency, attempting 1o
conceal the ambition of giving law 1o all na-
tions, and fubjecting them to pay ferviie home
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age to the Roman name? In mercy to the
world, that empire has long fince crumbied 1a
pieces, and fuchh political arrangements have
taken place, imong the ftates and kingdoms
formed out of her ruius, as forbid the fuccefs
of any future madman who might afpire after
univerfal conqueft ; and encourage the hope
that the former horrors of war wiil never re-
turn. But whatever alteratior - may have been
effccted by the policy of courts, the human heart
ftill retains its pride and malevolence. Ofthee
thers can be no effetual cure, but frem imbib-

the meek and benevolent fpirit of the gef-
pnT wh.ch breaihesuniverfal good will. Chrif-
tiar:aty includes, and particularly enjoins, juf-
tice, truth, "omp..t’mn, the forgivenels of enc-
mics, ai-i the whole train of virtues, which give
harmonv and ftrength to the focial bend.
Were this divine religion untve:ial, the world
woulid be transformed into a region of peace
and happinefs. Hence, the Prophet liaiah
writes, when defcribing the cffects of its preva-
lence amon: the nations, * They fhall beat
their {words into plow {'hares and rheir fpears
into prunmg-hoolrs nation fhall not hit up
{word againft nation, urzhc: fhall they learn
war any mere.”’

Wiaen we look for 1 charalier perfediy
formed on the principiv: of benevolence, our
artennion is fixed upon the life and death of the
Sox oF Gop. From the begining to the end
of his days on carth, hc obcyed cvery precept
of the divine ifaw, wthaut & {ingle deviation,
He difcovered an "unfhaken hunmls in his at-
tachment to truth, and human felicity, by lift-
ing tp his voice againft the coiruptions of the




ELECTION SERMON. s

day, and every {pecies of iniguity practifed by
the children of d.xoncdxcmc. By his preach-
ing, and cxample, he enforced the obfervance
of the duties of focial life. Inftead of terrible
difplays of his miraculous power, he reftored
hearing s¢ the dcaf, fight to the blind, and L.le
to the dead. Neither poverty, conecmpt, or
the tongue of {lander, could abate the ardor of
his love, or the labour of his hife, in promoting
the prcfcnt and future happinefs of a rebellious
race. The fcene of his labours and fufferingz,
was clofcd by a moft painful and ignominouz
deatn. He died as he had lived—on the crofs,
he pardoned a thiet who was expiring by his
fide ; and with his dying breath, fcrvcntly
commended his murderers t the mercy of Gop.

BraxevorLeNnce not only fhines in the general
nature, laws and promifes of chriftianity, and
in the life and death of its Founder, but will
be glorioufly difplayed in the day of jadgmcnt.
In that awful day, the Lorp Jesus, the judge
of the living and the dead, will in prefence of
the affembled univerfe, dlﬁmgm{h the righte-
ous from the wicked, by the keneficence of their
conduct ; as mnanifefted in min.ftering to the
neceflities, and alleviating the forrows, of the
excellent of the earth.  Carist will confider
what had been done, from real love to thofe
fricnds of truth ard of mankind, as done to
himfelf. He 1s repretented 1n the 25th of
Matthew, as addrefiing the nghteous, tiom the
throne of his glory, in the foliowing woras—
“ I was hungry, and ye gave me mcat : I was
thirflty, and ye gave me drink : I was a ftran-
ger, and ye took me in : Naked, and ye cloath-
ed me: 1 was fick, and ye vifiied me . I was
in prifon, and ye came unto me,”’




12 ELECTION SERMON.

A rsiiciow, which is full of love, Kindnefs,
and compaflion, muit, when carried into gene-
ral practice, produce the happicl cffects on
the pninciples and manners of fociety. All
communities, whether lmaller or iarocr, will,
in projortion as they refemble the great pat-
tern cf benevolence, improve the numerous
- opportunities which occur, in the various rela-
tions of Life, to prevent, or diuminith the mife-
ry, and advance the happincfs, of their refpec-
tive members.

Tae diveriivy of gifts, with which the Crea-
tor hath endow ed intelligent creauures, and the
d.fferent circumftances alleited them in pro-
vidence, give no countenance to the ufurpations
and cruelties of unfeeling defpots. A virtuous
temper, would prompt the moft favoured, to
oftcr thanks to the auiher of a'l good, for :heir
diftinguithing bl fﬁx.gs and to a bchaviour
wiuch breathies compr flion, towards thofe who
are gropmg in darknels, or are imarting by the
rod of opprtdiiorn.

Tae {cripture account of the propagaticn of
the human kind, 1s,—* That Gop hath made
of one bloed all nations eof mcn, for to dwell
on ail the face of the earth.” An univerlal
practice, perfectly correfponding with th: ¢b-
liga'ions thence derived, weuld prefent all the
pofierity of our commcn pxoomnuor when
meeting, from the Nor'h, the Scuth, the
Eait, or the Weft, as cmbra(mg cach clhc
\ch the cndgarmcms of fnmdﬂnp.

To admit rhat children ¢f the fzme famnily,
have a natural right to erilave, or dcﬁmy GhC
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another, would be adopting the fuft born cof
ablurditics. No:hirg can be urged in fup-
port of it cither from natural or revealed re-
Iigien.  Hence, Gop would not fuffer the -
raclites to cnﬂ,m. or deftroy the Amoritcs, un-
tl their iniquuy was full.  In that cafe, 1t,muﬂ
be admmtiecd, hat the nghteous and fovereign
Lorp ot the world, had the fame right to de-
ftroy the ancien: mmhabitants of Canaan by the
~ hands of men, a: hc had to wafte them by pef-
tilence o famine, or to confuine them by fire
from heaven.  The Ifrachites were not permii-
ted to become the executioners ot the divine
wiath, untl they had rcceived a {pecial com-
miflien from Jeuovan, attefted by miracies.
If any would now ciaim a rightto cut eoff, or
et flave nanions, trom the example juft named,
let them prove thejr commiffion, by walking
through thefza on dry ground ;—by drawing
water from a rock ;—by feeding on bread rain-
ed down from hcaven tor their fuflcnance ;—
by arretting the fun and moon in their courfe ;
—or by miraculous interpgfitions which equal-
ly difplay the finger of Gob.

From the brief furvey which we have ta-
ken, of the nature and fruits of chriftian virtue,
1t appears, that 1t gives no countecnance to {u-
pertition, or any {pecies of tyranny. It 1s
buiit on the mmmutable princip'es of morat
rectitude.  To thefe, civil inftitutions muft be
conformed, to fupport ratienal liberty, or pro-
moie general happinefs,

Our.religion teaches us to reverence civil
government as an ordinance of Gop, It goces
inLo a deuul of the duties of rulers and fubjects.
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"}t denounces heavy woes againft rulers whode-
- cree un, 1 hteous decrees, and againit a fpirit of
turbulence and faction in fubjecs. The fa-
cred writings are full of promifes to the up-
rightand faichful on the feat of judgment, and
to the juft and ‘he good of every rank in life.
The Supreme Ruler hath left it to the wifdom
of man, to accommodate the law of reétitude to
tne lucal, and other circumftances of 2 partic-
ular people ; but he na:h declared his detefta-
tion of every kind of government, which does
nad, 0 its firft principles, recur to thofe which
give character to his own government over the
mtul'gent creation. :

2. THE importance of chriftian virtue to the
civil ruler will appear from the temper and

views, with which a guod ruler enters into of-
ﬁC\.o ‘

THr virtuous man, from a conviction of du-
ty, and with a humbie difhdence of his own a-
bitities, engagres in public life, at the call of his
couniry, wi i a fincere aim to promore its wel-
fare. A mcderateacquaintance with the woild,
ma:- convince every perfon, that the poft of
honour 18 not the place for eafe, or worthy a
ccmparilon mn this refpect, with the tranquility
to be found in the humbler ftations of life.
Ancient and mcdern examples bear witnels,
that ynen who are beft fitted to promote the
truc :ntereft of fooiety in high ftations, wil! not
be the moft eager to rife in the commonweali h,
Such (hanétcu1 whe put into ¢ffice, like Mo-
fes when called to be a leader of the Fisbraw
nacon, will culi up the difficuluies to be en-
couniered, from what they difcover in them.
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felves, and in thofe over whom dominionis to
be excrcifed, ard w:ll be hept {from doating on
enjoyments, which exift no where but in thz
c.oeitful profpedts of ambition.  Peety in tn»
~zart of aru er, will lead him to Iool\ to Gou
for wifdom and ftiength. Solomon, when he
afcendcd the throne of Ifrae!, admcﬁld himic;
to the divine Majefty, in the language of a man
who felt his own 1nability 16 govern, and his
abfolure need of direction and fuppert fromon
high : * G ve thy feavant an underitasding
heast to judge I.hy pco-*lc that I may dzfum
ctween good and bad; fo1 who 1sabie to judge
this thy fo great a people |

A ruLer of this defcription, will not ftoop
- to low and fordid arts to bring himfelf inio no-
rice ; nor deviate from rectitude, through fear
of being ¢je¢ted. A fmall fhare of modefty
and pr dcncc might guard againit blacken-
ing faithful characters o ounhc iife, or ad-
dreﬂing the pricjucices of fation, to fccure a
poft of honour.  But fuch 1s the human heart
in its prefent depraved fatc, and {o many a:c
the temptations to inglenous deeds, that virtue
alone can prove a fure defence: “ He who
walketh uprightly, walketh furely.” |

3- WusN we confider the civil ruler as oY
erning the commonwcalth, his need of the -
fluence of chriftian virtue will eininextiy ap-
pear.

| THE deciiion of ail controveriies bv laws,
~which are the voice of the collected wifdom
of the community, gives a people the fair.
¢it opportunity of cxperienaing the blaflings
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cf equal juftice, within the reah of human art.
Nothing, 1n the ord:nary ftaic of things, can
darken their proefpecis of enjoying all the hap~
pA.xela which ffovcmmca: can promifc, {o long
as thev reran Tuff icot knos ledge and virtue,
not to dumle their privileges; and treat aith
contempt ‘the clamocrs and tatrigues of difaf-
fceted, or a:piring men.

No rank, obtained by rrh or royal favour,
deferves to vie with the "honovr of a troft, eiven
as an cxpreffion of the confidence of a free and
enlightened people. An clevation to ¢ ffice 2-
mong them, affords good evmcnce of perfonal
Imerit in the ruler, and places nim under the
highc ft oblzqanons to fideliity.

Wt can place no confidence in a leaiflator,
who does not extend his views beyond a fmall
diftrict of the commonwealth, or confines his
regard to one clafs of citizens. A juft man,
when calied to guide the zffairs of the ﬂatf:,
will mot confent to facrifice ore part of it to
ancther. The wifeft of our race may, indeed,
err, and it will be found impoflib'e todo cqval
juftice in all cafes, but the general good muit
be confulied : and an honcit heart, accompa-
nicd with found judgment, and good informa-
tion, will rarely commit any marerial error,
“The heart of the wife teacheth his mouth,
and addesh fearning to his hips.”’

1uE virmous legiflator alts on principics,
which he is willing to fubmit tofice and can-
did enquiry. Knowing that thetorrent whichis
noify, is not remarkable for depth, and that the
torrent which {wells to day, will have fpentit-
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feif by ta morrow, he looks beyond the eclat,
or confurg of the moment, and keeps a watch-
fu} eye, againft handing down to pofterity, an
example which w:ll not bear examination: For
he knows that difcerning charalters, will here.
afier, fit in judgment upon him, who will
ftand remote enough from the fubjed, to pafs
immpartial fentence. He has too much wifdom
to forget, that tho™ the acclamations of a pro-
mif{cuous multitude, have been given to fome,
who have covered the worft defigns under the
garbh of patriotifm, their glory has beea but
fcr a moment ; while the haneft man has, {foon-
er or later, received the juit tribute of praite,

UrricHuT rulers, will rovide for the impar-
tial adminiftration of jaftice. The able and
faithfui minifter of juttice, appears in a vene-
rable lrgghr; asa tecror to evil-doers, and the
friend and protector of the innocent. Inno-
cence arraigned before him, is infpired with
confidence; while guilt approaches with trem-

bling_.

To afcertain the merit of any fyftem of civ-
il polity, we muft have recourfe, not only to
its moral complexion in general ; but muft ia
particular examine the attention which it pays
to the exifting habits of the people immedi-
ately concerned, together with 1ts ability to
avail itfelf of the various fprings of human ac~
tion,

Notuinc can juftify fofing fight of real life,
in framing conftitutions or laws. The pea-
fant feels, and the philofopher acknowledges,
the force of long habits. Tho’ weakenea- for

C
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a time, they will, in moft inftances, regain their
former infiuence. Hence 1t appears, that no-
thing can eftectuaily prevent a government,
which promifes to referm, from going back to
its former depreflion, but the mental enlarge-
ment of its fubjects.  If politicians, or legitla-
tors, lofe fight of the ftate of the peaple, ‘Their
“labours wxll refemble infcriptions on the fand,

which are blotted out by the return of the tide.
Highly favouredis that commonwealth, which
falls into the hands of fages, who know
what deference 10 pay to habits of long dura-
tion, how te counteract, and wear out, thofe
which are hurtful ; and have fkill to place pub..
Jic affairs in a train which opens 2 deor for fu-
ture improvements.

Stnce habits have fuch force, it muft be ac-
counted a matter of the firft importance, that
good ones be formed ; and that proper means
be applied for this purpoie. We can nzrre no
fubject, in which the wife and the good, have
been mere unanimous, thao the educarion of
youth. This muft find the patronage of eve-
ry government, which is not builc on the ruins
‘of liberty and juftice. "They who have tafted
the {weets of good goveriament, muft be worfe
than nhuman, not to fecl an ardent defire to
live in their fucceffors, and to tran{mit o fi-
ture generations, down to the end of time, the
bleflings which involve the welfare of mankind.
Fducaiion, taken in s full cxtent, com; rifes
the only mears wiihin the rcach of human a-
btlities of forming the minds of the young, to
act their parts with propriety and dignity when
they fhall fuccced the prefent actors. To give
educaticn 1ts greatclt force, 1t 1s neceflary to
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begin with inculcating knowledge and virtue,
when impreflions are made on the mind wi:h
the greateft eafe. The morning of life, is the
period in which a foundation muﬁ be laid for
tuture improvements, and ufefulnefs : In this
forming age the mind reccives a turn whichs
fcldom loft. - When the learning of a flatc is
confined to afew families, diftinétions, or ca-
bals, wiil foon arife, which tend to deftroy the
principlesof freegovernments. It mufttherefore
be an important branch of political wifdom, to
caufe a general diffufion of knowledge among
the people. To promote this defign, and to
qualify perfons for extenfive ufefulnefs, not on-
1y the common f{chools of learning, but the
- higher hiterary eftablifhments, have been found
of great utility.

LiteraTURE prepares the mind for free and
candid difcuffion. It is of great ufe in difcov-
ering the boundaries of human knewledge, the
line which divides the provinces of realon and
faith, and the harmony which prevails among
the various works of Gop. Whatever direét-
ly tends to promote thefe purpofes, is {uited to
convince, that a revelation from Heaven is of
abfolute importance to erring mortals ; and
that their reafon will find s beft employment,
in learning the leffons inculcated by infinite
wifdem, and in giving thefe all the fcoPe in-
dicated by our focial nature, and required by
the divine law.

A rituar which agrees with the {pirit of
chriftianity, will exhibit the focial virtuesinan
amiable hght Thefe can have ro {cope in the
lifc of a folitary individual, and very littleamong




320 ELECTION SERMON

the tribesof men, which are fow in humber,and
whole habits admit of no fixed place of refi-
dence.  Hence itappears, that thofearts wauch
exiend, refine, and {wceten the focwal! inter-
courfe, and the reisgion of the gofpel, may be
mutual helps. -

But hwuman fcence, carried toits higheft
pitch, cannot fupply the place of piety and vir-
tuc. The religion-of Jesus CHRIST can have
no fubftitute. Admitting this te peint out
she way to prefent and future happinefs, ro
man of virtue would confent to acceypt the moft
honorab'e poft in life, were he thereby obliged
to treat with indifference the houfehold of faith,
or forbidden to employ the weight of his 1nflu.
ence in 1ts favor.

WERre not man defignied for moral govern-
ment, and the retributions of eternity, wc
might juftly be confounded, at finding his be-
nevolent Creator fufiering him to poflefs his
prefent feelings, on a review of his concuct,
and his prefent anxiety about a fuiure flate.
The impreflions of a right and a wrong, a mo-
-yal Governor, and retribution, on the minds of
men of all nations and ages, cannot bc oblite~
rated. They may not be found in an equal de-
gree, they may be obfcured by fable, thair in-
fluence may be weakened, or fufpended fora
time ; bur cannot be deftroyed. 1n {eafons of
extreme peril, many of the doubting fpecula-
tions which entice, in the clefet, will vanith ;
and the few firft principles which lie opeh to
the underftandings of all, will force themiclves
into altion. Involuntary homage will fre-
queatly be paid to moral and rcligious truths,
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fo long as the carth, the atmofphere, and the
ocean, arc compofcd of their prefent materials,
and {o long as pam and death are the portion
of man. The divine goodnefs isconfpicubus
in rendering providence a conftant monitor 1o
man, to keep aitve in his mind the laws both
of natural and revealed religion,

Tz ruler who {ets out to govern mankind,
without paying any regard to indelible moral
impreifions, fteps uvpon new grouand ; and to
mazintain confiltency, muit fuppole, cither that
a new creation is brought into exiftence, or
that iti2 in his power to throw into oblivion
the foraner creed.  Let us for a moment, ad-
mut that hie {ucceeds, in banifhing every moral
and religrous principle from the minds of his
fubjects ; and that all the members of that re-
markable commomwealth, do not hefitate to
pronounce piety and virtue, the priefthood and
the tempiz, the idle dreams of enthufiafm. We
fhould be juitly chargeable with ‘making too
told 2 flight, even for the regions of imagina-
tion, fhoula we veprefent all the members of
that utopian fociety, as thinking ona fcale large
cnough to connect private with public wrongs.
Pafiing the licentiouineis of the conternplative
few, how woulid the grear body of that peeple
be kept in any tolerable order, without the fe-
veritics of defpotic government, or without cal-
ling in the aid of fomething not lefs fhocking
to humanity, than a court of inquifition ? Of the
truth of this obfervation we can have no doubr,
when we call up the numerous temptations 1o
fly in the face of juftice, which grow out ¢f the
indepeadence of fome, and the neccflities of
chiers, in all Jarge communities.  Nothing can
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be found to fupply the place of moral and re-
ligious pr:ncipies ; which lay reftraints where
human laws cannot reach, and where nene but
Omnifcience can behold ; and alenecaninflu-
ence, uhder many czrcumﬁanccs to pay that {a..
cred regard to truth, which involves the pun-
ifhment of the g‘nity, or the protection of the
innoceut. s

Resuming the idea that fome kind of reli-
gion will exuft, and taking it for granted, that
the peaceable enjoyment of 11, is one of the una-
herable rights of man, it will follow, that the
protection of it muft be one defign of the fo-
cial compact ; and that the ruler ought 1o bea
nuciing faiher to a rcligion, which is calculated
Lo reot out iniguity, and make men goed cifl-

zens.  Such is the religion of the gofpel, as de-
livered tivihe holy feriptures.

- %werriety and juflice forbid confounding
e ccclefiaftical with the civil department, or
: zmpaumg the rights of an individual on ac-
count of hisfaith. Azeview of the evils which
ey ~{p~ "rig from i invoferant {pirit, ftrikes a
xb nuselat m"“ with ‘horror,

3ICIET n::f* %3(: Auﬁi very low, or raifed to
_ ahigh gm”h of t2al refincment, to'be fitted for
- agenerdd agicenneny *2’1 a.hf doctitoes taodes and

e of mw»on Phe fullch ~ Apecimen of
o dovdovmigy, w"ud}h 25 been feen by cne chriftian

- e, fiv 'c it became very cxtcnhv e, was in
the dznc ages. Womultw axt ror general union
ot beter gronds, m;nl the high profpeéts of
futunity ﬂn" b gnfolded. RFY pamw throuch
. the mtddw A, ,mhﬁlg z*’luﬁ, Lo felt, 'In'*‘
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are ncceﬁ' iy to root up every plant which our
heavenly Father hath not planted ; and ferve,
at the fame time, as a teft, by which the fnends
-and the cnemics of religious -order may be dife
criminated.

Tur heavenly nature and original of the
chriftian religion, the manner in which it was
firft propagated,and the Almighty power pledg-
ed for its defence, warn us againit building our
faith on the wifdom of men, and proclaim, that
the Ark of Gop doth not reft on anarm of
fleth. But fhould any take occafion from
thence, to deny that chriftianity tends to {up-
port the focial virtues, or plead that civil foci-
ety oughit not to ceuntenance it, taey will asfar
as their influence extends, clothe it with the auf-
terities of the monaftic hfc and greatly pro-
mote the caufe of thofe who placc it in the cat-
alogue of legendary tales. A fimilar abufe is
chargeable on thofe, who urge the promifes of
infinite truth and power, to (upport the King-
dom of peace, {fomewhcic on the earth, to the
clole of time, in excufe for the neglect of pro-
- per means, to fecure 1ts bleﬂings to themfelves
and poﬂemy

TuE deep wound which every kind of tyran-
ny has received, and the conquefts of reafon and
virtue, afford matter of univerfal j Joy ; and o-
pen a wide field of labour.  We thall incur the
agaravated guilt of defpifing the goeodnefs of
Gop, if we refufe to co-cperate with the appa-
rent defigns of his-gracious providence. In
particular, we are called to matntain the ftrict-

eft vigilence againit all the mif-fieps, which
have led others inte hondage, or have endan-
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gered their freedom.  To advance in thisgood

work, it is neccifary todraw into the channcl
- of our exertions, the peculiar advantages, to be
derived from the courfe of thinking, and enter-
prife, which mark the character of the prefent
enlightened age.

- Experiznet has abundantly thewn, that the
human mind, in an uncuitivated ftase, is ex-
tremely irupreffible, and hiable to be driven in-
to dangeraus extravagancies, when its hopes
and fears a;eartfully addrefled by the warmth
of party xeal. Living in an advanced period
of the world, we have examptes withcut num-
bar before us, to confirm us in the belief, that
pegleting the moral culiure of the mind in
particular, will be followed with bad effeéts to
fociety. Confining ourfelves within a narrew
range, let uscome down to our young couna
try, thinly inhabited in proportion to its ex-
tent, when compared with the kuropean ftates
and kingdoms. Befides the habits which the
firft fettlers brought from the other fide of the
Atlantic, the {mallnefs of their number, their
poverty, hardfhips, and common danger, muft
have operated for a confiderable length of time,
as fo many forcible bonds of union.” Fregquent
emigrations from our older fettlements, have
difo tended, in feveral refpeéts, to prevent the
rife of faction, and check the virulence of parry
rage. Thefe evils, have, however, appeared
among us, wn fome aegree. In what places
have they rifen to the greateft height ? An an-
fwer o this queftion, fupported by its true rca-
{ons, would turn out decidedly in favour of the
prcfent argument. |

THE enlighiencd and the candid of every
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profeffion, clearly difcern the clofe conne&ion
between rational liberty; the: {pm't of laws and
moral and religious truths. ‘They muft re-
probare the idea of atternpting to difunite and
fet at variance, the things which have been u-
nited by the creator and - moral governor of
the world ; and whofe -joint influence will be
tound neecﬂ'ary for the ﬁvength and happinefs
-~ of fociety, o long as it fhal be found on the
earth A rebellion againft the harmony eftaba
lithed by infinite wifdomn; cannot meet with
general app;obaticﬂ at a ishe when civil gov.
ernment is deeply ttudied as'a fcience; and
new falls are conftantly dcmmﬂra?mg thm its
perfection confifts, in treating man dccording
to his capacities, {} prings of acuion and relatioft

Tur Gcnemus phx‘amhmp& thch bf;hnld.s
with abhorrcuce the multicude of fanguinary
lavs, to be faund among meft nations,. will
derive its firmeft (cppori froma religion which
tnculcates, in the firongefk, manner, purity of
heart and morals. 1f 3ids froin this fource be
denied, crimes will multipiy ; and {mall en-
couragement can be taken from fubﬁuutmg
thofe corre@ive punifhments, which are de-
figned to ieave no indelible inarks of infamy on
reformed offenders,

Ir can ddmit of no queﬁaon, whether it be
right or. {afe, to truft to thc mere voice of na-
tural confcxcncc, with cafual 1.1ﬁru&xons,
for the affiftance which the chriftian religion
affords, for maintaining the order and happi-
nefs of fomety It will be readily granted, that
3 good acquaintance with moral and religicus

D
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truths carnot be generally diffufed, witheut an
attendance, at itated (eafons, on the public
forms of religion. Thefe will borrow their
complexion aad influence, in no fmali degree,
from thofe who guide them. Hcnce appears
the importance of ftated teachers, placed under
circumftances, fteadily to attend on the bufi-
nefs of their profeflion. The welfare of man,
asto both worlds, requires, that the public
forms of religion be kept up, 1n a manner,
which- has the moft direct tendency to give
weightand energy to moral and religious truths.

" 4. Tue importance of chriftian virtue to the
civil ruler, will appear from confidering the
cammanding influence of his example.

GreaT is the force of example ; efpecially
in thofe who fill the higher ftations in life,
To them all the lower ranks look up ; and by
them a general caft will be given to the mor-
als of community. 1f influential characters are
licentious in their opinions, or diffipated in
their manners, they will {pread the contagion
far and wide ; becaufe they fall in with the
- current of degenerate human nature. Hence,
when a wicked prince fat on the throne of 11~
rael, the idoelatry and vices of the court, foen be-
came the 1dolatry and vices of the nation. Cor-
rupt as mankind are, examples on the fide of
virtuc, 1n rulers, contribute much to prevent
the prevalence of wickedneis, and embolden
good men to attempt the work of general rc-
formation. This was verified in the cafe of
the ancient Jewith nation when their judges,
or kings, obeyed the laws of Jenovan ; and
wili be found true among all cther natons.
K rulers are in the tranfgreflion, the lawswili
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be trampled under foot, or become an engine of
tyranny. The ruler who fears not Gop, and
regards not man, will not perifh alone; but if
he is permitted long to be in authority, will
drag multitudes aiong with him into the gulph
of ruin.  The happy mfluence of the exempla-
ry ruler will be extenfively felt efpecially under
a long adminiftration.  Juitice borrows iuftre
from the venerable lips which pronounce it;
and the laws are fantioaed 1n the public op:in-
ion, when thofe who frame, and thofe who ex-
ecute them, are in high repute for wifdom and
integrity. The pious cxample of the great,
will excite reverence for religious inftitucions,
and encouragean attcndancc on the public wor-

thip of Gob.

Ini 1mpmvmg this diflcourfe, we may rcmark
now different is the general ftate of human fo-
ciety, from that which would refult from the
univerfal dominion of chriftian love. Love to
Gop, and love to man, rifing to perfetion in
every heart, would diffufe happinefs through
the family of the great Creator, and banith mif-
ery from the univerfe.  But the encroachments
of the firong upon the weak, and the conflicts
of rivals, have filled the earth with oppretlion
and violence, and watered it with blood. On
the fide of opp:eflors, there has been power;
wkile on the fide of the opprefled, entreaties
and tears have been poured out in vain—they
have had no comforter. The pride of genius,
and of {cience, commanding eloquence,and con-
ciliating manners, have often lent their aid, to
- give fuccefs to the enterprifes of lawlefs ambi-
tion ; and to conceal the crimes of public rob-
hiers, and murderers, under the honorable




4 PFLECTIONSERMON.

pames of valour and patriotifm.. The virtu-
ous few, have wept wr fecret places, 1 behol.
ding.the hght given fgam on high, o guide er-
ring mortals 1n the way of peace and happinels,
treated with fcorn, or perverted to fuppon the
t}ranny and crueltics of the wicked.

Qua fub)t& alfo leads us to infer the great
obligations of a people who enjoy.the blcflinge
of good government. They. are called 1o of-
fer thanlss to Gob, that thcy are not docmed
to pafs their fives under a dominajion, which
trampies vyon their sights, and 110t 1n theirx
ipoils. The protectian of the caufe of right-
eoufnefs, the fuppart of liberty, and the enjoy-
ment of j-eace, any where on the earth, are to
be artributed to the power and grace of Gop.
He hath the hearts of all men in his-hand, and
18 ableto impiove even their paflions, toaccom-
plifhthe defigns of his wiidom andG mercy, A-
midit all the convulfionswhich thakethe world ;
whether the rod of tyrants, the fcourge of war,
the pride of ambition, or the thuft for gold,
he who fitterth King forever, is advancing.the
glory of his kingdom, and unfolding the pur-
pofes of infinite love.  The Gop of truth hath
raifed p choien inftruments, in duffc rent ages,
to {catter light in midft of furrounding daik-
nefs ; or hath girded them with might, to with-
ftand and conquer legions, who were armed
againft the hiberties of ‘mankind. Let all ftates
and nations who have been dclivered frem op-
preflion, join with the faithful of cid, * when
the Lorp turned ag'un the captivity onton ”
in giving him the glory: “ The Lowrp hath
donc gre e things for us, whereot ve are glad.”
The ioiy joy whick fils the thankiul heart,




ELECTION SERMON. 24

will influence toa life of virtwe. To fuch 2
life the external motives are increaied, wheh
man is reftorcd o the priviieges which belopg
to his nature., Where only merit can expect
honorabile diftinction, earth, as far as poflibie,
pnites with Heaven, in encouraging to excei,

in whadfoever things are honett, juft, pure, lave-
ly, and of good report. What language can
paint the infamy of a people, raifed to the {fumn.
mit of carthly bleffings, 1if they fit themielves
for deipetic mls, by their foilv‘s and “izes; or
tarnith their glory by ingratitude = wards their
divine benefadtor ? |

Tae UNiTep StaTes o ANERrIcA, will be
moft mexcufable, if they do not  remember the
years of the right hand of the Most tien
He hath redecmad us from bur encmies, given
us a name among the nations, and a govern-
ment eftablifhed on the broad bafis of liberyy:
To us is granted the rare privilege of hvxm_,
under agovernment which originates fiom the
people ; and can admit of corrections and 1m-
provements, without being nevitably expofed
to the dreadful convulfions felt by nations long
enflaved, when they are roufed from their tor-
por, 2ttempt to throw oft the ynke of bondage,
and to accomplifh the work of an age in a day.

In laving the foundations of free ftates, a vaft
field opens for the difplay of great talents.
Thofe who are at the hea™  .blic affairs in
fuch periods, have a ftation of ithe firft emi-
nence aﬁxgmd then, : and if thcy faithtully per-
form1ts duiies, they will render their memo-
rics precious, With what veneration do we
look back on the iliuftricus fages of former
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of the world. may pafs, we fhall foon ceafe to
 be attive in them, and muft be gathered to the
innumerable nsultitude gone to the iand of fi«
lence. - Death wiil not blot 3 out of the crea-
tion, but will itroouce to e rlaﬁmg happi«
nefs or mifery, according to the deeds done in
the body. It is-of infinite moment, whatever
be our employment or ftation in life, that we
« feek furt the kirgdom of Gop, and its right-
eoufhe(s’” and th2t ar paill e that of the juft,
which as the fuining light, thincth more and
more unto the perfect day. May we all meet
in the general affembly and church of the firft-
boin, and unite 1n the praifes of thofe whoare
redecemed to Gob, by the blood of the Lawms,

. out of every kmdrcd and tongue, and pcoplc,
and nation, AMEN,
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“times, who were raifed up to eftablifh the free-
d.'m, and perpetuate the profperity of nations?
Arong thele we may juftly rank the Fathkers
of N cw.;EngEand ; to whofe wifdom, generous
furvices, and perfevering fortitude, we are {o
‘much indebted for the privileges we enjoy.
Thofe worthies, indeed, went into unjuftifiable
feverizies, in their treatment of thofe who dif-
fered from them in religious opinions : but
w ¢ fhall not judge them deferving of heavy cen-
fure ; when we confider the complexion of the
age in which they lived, and that no-fet of men
have ever rifen wholly above the prejudices of
tiielr own time, Salutar effelts, derived from
the ‘combined influence of the cxv:l literaryv,
and religious inftitutions of our anccﬁors, are
felt down to the prefent day. May we prove
ourlelves worthy of fo henorable a defcent,and

may future generations rife up and call us
blefled. o

THE form of government under whxch we
iz~ lived in chis ftate, from its infancy, is ac-
commydatcd only to the genius of a free peo-
ple, well educated, trained up.in fimilar habits,
and not funk in luxury and diffipation. The
charge of an improper partiality for the ftate
which gave us birth; cannot lie againft us,
‘when we attribute our uncommon profperity,
under previcence, to the knowledge and man-
ners of the inhabitants,

Tuts joyful Anmverfary reminds us of our
obligations to praife the Gop of our {athers,
who hath continued to us our ineftimable priv-
dleges. We have always had tihc faufaétion to
fee our nobles from ourfelves,and our governors




ELECTION SERMON. 11

proceeding from the midft of us. Elective
governments have derived grea: luftre from the
e'cctions of this ftate.  Rulers brought into of-
fice by the unfolicited fufferages of enhigh:en-
cd freemen, have the faireft opportunity whick
the world aftords, of living in the hearts of the
people. They enjoy a pleafure in the plain
and re{pectful addreflcs of thofe who are in low—
er ftations, which is unknown -z the defpot,
who looks down on his fubjcéts + born for
flavery. | n

THE folemnities of this day, muft remind
our honorable Rulers, now aflembled in the
houfe of the Lorp, of their obligations to be
“ minifters of Gop for good,” and to feek his
biefling. | |

MaAy 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

T ue Magiftrate who poffefles the virtues which
adorn the man, can have no defireto beaddrefled
in the ftyle of adulation. Nor will an apology

e neceflary to a ruler of this defcription, for o-
mitting in a devotional performance,a detail of
the extenfive and eminent fervices, whick im<
mortatize the patriot and the politician in the
page of hiftory.—As a fervant of Gop, it muft
be your firft concern to fecure his favour. A
juft eftimate of the dignity of an exalted flation,
and the expcctations. of the public, furnifh
high inducements to fidelity. But ftreng as
thefe motives are, they are not fufficient to fe-
cure againft the treachery of the heart under
prefling temprations. Nothing but a humble
dependence on divine aid, can effetually fhield
againft the frowns or infidious arts of the wick-
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ed. Thegreateft natural and acquired abilities,
are not aloae fufficient to fuftain the weight of
public carcs, hold an even balance between
clathing interefts, and endure with fortitude the
ftorms to which the ruler isexpofed. Who
can fland in greater need of the grace contained
in the chriftian covenan:. thanhe on whom the
- eyes of the commonwea.lh are placed, as the
defender of " - rights, and the fupporter of her
laws? Asxfriend of men, you will employ
your authority and example for the fuppreilion
of vice, and the encouragement of virtue and
rehgion. In the chair of ftate; a fignal oppor-
tunity is afforded to enforce the belief—That
the fpirit of the laws eftablifhed by infinte wifs
dom is effential to the well being of fociety. A
practical conformity to the ftandard of truth
and happinefs, exhibits a character which doth
not depend on the breath of popular applaufe,
and will be found unto praife, and honour, and
glory, when earthly greainefs fhall be av more.

r prayer is, that your commanding influence
may long incite to that courfe of hfe, which
forms the charalter of the good man, and is the
brighteft o.nament of our nature.

- Tue fplendor of cffice which dazzles the un-
thinking, has few allurements to a mind ma.
tured by itudy and ¢xperience, A ferious and
devout temper will lead the honorable of the
earth, often to abftra& themfelves from every
thing foreignto the heart, and to look forward to
the retributionsofeternity. Inretirementsdevo-
ted to fuch purpefes, your Excellencyis fureto
find thofe fupports whicha graieful people can-
nor beftow., May you through life enjoy the di-
vinebleffing, and wherremoved fromthisworld,
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be admitted to reign with the Redeemer in the
world of everlafting jOYf | o

Tue truflt comniitted to his Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor, the Honorable Council,
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, requires unre-
mitted exertions for the welfare of this Repub-
lic. To them relongs the tribute of refpect
due to the rulers of a frccand enlightened peo-
ple. | | f

HonoraBLE GENTLEMEN,

- Welook up to you to guard the ftate by fa-
lutary laws, fecure the impartial adminiftra«
~ tion of juftice, and watch over the morals of the
people. We are fure that you will not dif-
countenance thofe {ober, republican manners,
which, under Gop, have been our defence and
glory. You muft feel the importance of en-
couraging literature, countenancing the public
worship of Gob, and correcting the irreligion
and immoralities of the day. You have hon-
oured yourfelves as the patrons of fcience, by
your late liberal donation to our Univerfity,
The Gentlemen of the civil and facred orders,
united in its government, and the republic of
letters at large, look forward with great fatis-
faction to the period, as near at hand, when
that refpectable feat of learning will be furnifth-
ed with the neceflary buildings, and will con-
tain all the profeflorfhips to be defired in an
Univerfity. While you are holding out en-
couragements to cultivate every art and {ci-
ence, which can advance the intereft and dig-
nity of a frec people, ygu will not fail to fup-




s« ELECTION SERMON.

port thofe retigious inftitutions, which are the
great means of promotin% piety and virtue,
There is fomething {o noble, fo godlike, in em-
ployisg great powers to diminifh human mife-
1y, and increafe human happinefs, as muft
command refpet and veneration.  Ye gamrdie
ans of qur rights, be decided, be firm, in refift-
ing the torrent of wickednefs, and tupporting
the cauie of virtye ; and y2u are fure of theaid,
and the prayers of ali good men, and the pro-
te'tion of Heaven. " ‘

‘Tue motives which arife from a thirft for
human applaufe, are infinitely {mall, when
compared with thofe which are drawn from the
divine favour. The folemn hour is at hand,
when the recollection of having done applau.
ded actions can convey no joy to the heart, un-
Jefs they can be traced to an unfeigned regard
to the honour of Gob, and the real good of
mankind. Hearkening to the veice of HiM
who is wonderful in ‘counfel, may each of you
be conducted fafely threugh the labours of Iife,
be comforted in death, and receive the crown
of -fighteoulitels from the Lorp, the righteous
Judge, #* Well done thou good and faithful
fervant : thou haft been faithful over a few
things, 1 will make thee ruler over many
things ¢ -énter thou inte the joy of thy Lorp.”

- Turunionand ftrength which the chriftian
teligion gives to leciety, the fuftre it throws on
every accomplifhment, the nids it furnithes to
all ranks and ftations, and above all, the prof-
pects it opens beyond the grave, render 1t the
fupport and joy of its difciples. Chnftian
munifiers, muft, in a high degree, glory in that
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religion which they are called pubhcly 10 ex~
- plain and enforce.

:‘ff"eamn F.u'nnns AND ﬂxxrﬂnw

W tu we nir wnh our honorable Rulers
in paying horo. ;2 to the fupre.sre King, it muft
yield us ito fmall fatisfaction to reflect, that our
holy religion rcfutes every charge which can
be bxwg‘l%t againft it, as unfriendly to the peace
‘and liberties of mankmd It appears in'a full

more -amiable light in 1ts influence on fociety,
- as the _npature and defign of civil government -
are better underftoed. Ia a land of freedom,
we can, with peculiar pleafure, put our hearers
in mind “ to be fubiedt to prmuna'stles and
powers, and to obcy magiftrates.”  The pre-
fent united effores of the curious ~ad inquifi-
tive, of every proft{lion and opinion, o enlarge
the boundaries of knowledge, - muft have great
influence on the r¢ligious, as well as the politi-
cal ftate of the world. It is peculiarly incum-
bent on us, to promote afpirit of free and can-
did enquiry o exhibir the religion of stsvs
CuRrisT in ’t5 native charms, and lead pio
and cxcmp).n ‘livés. Many are the mducc..
nents to faxtnfulnefs, anﬁng from che falutary
effeéts which the evangelical miniftry tends to
roduce on the civil ftate. But how vaft and
¥olemn are the motives with which we rmut be
imprefled, when we confider that the religon
we are called to preach, difplays the pafc&xons
of the Divine Minp in their glory ! and re-
veals the great ATONING SACRIFICE, on which
is founded man’s hope of a blefled immartali-
ty ! The myfteries of ReEpzmpTiONare the flu-
dy of ange‘ls, and furnifh a theme for the admi-
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ration and praife of thofe fpotlefs intclligences
who ftand round the throne of Gob. They
come down to earih, and are as a flaming fire,
in miniflering to the advancement and glory
of the kingdom cf our .LORD AND Saviour JE-
sus Curist. The exiftence of the ftates and
kingdcems of the world, and all their changes
and revolutions, are only parts of the grand
fcheme of providence, for promoting the de-.
fi-'ns, and difplaying the glory of that kingdom.
- We muft be roufed to diligence and zeal 1n the
duties of our facred office, when we corfider
the connection of time with cternity, the worth
of immottal fouls, and the account we muft
foon give of our ftewardfhip to the great Lorp
of all. When we have finithed ocur courle,
may we depart in peace, and receive from the
Cuier SuepHERD a crown of glory that fadeth
fot away. X

Frrrow-cITiZENS OF THIS ASSEMBLY,

It beconies us to live under the government
of that divine 1eligion, which leads the heart to
Gop, and filis it with benevolence towards
men. Conformed to the law of love, we thall
be folicitous to diftinguith and honor real
worth, and obey thole who are in authority o-
ver us. While we confider them as refponfi-
ble to the public, for the ufe of the powers
with which they are intrufted, let us pay the
- juft tribute of refpe to the faithful guardians
of all that 1s dear to us in Iife.  Our rulers can-
not render us profperous, nor fecure us againft
that ftaie of fcrvile dependence, which has ever
becn, in a remarkable degree, the dread of this
republic, if we do not unite our endeavours
with theirs to promote the common welfare,




ELECTION SERMON. g

TAReNTs, may do  much to ftrengthen the
hands of the civil, as well as the religious min-
ifter; by inculcating on the minds of their
children reverence to the Crcator,training them
up in goed principles, and forming their mor-
als. To fhine in the gay circle will be fmall
praife, if the heart remain a ftranger to the
- charmsof virtue. Youth appears amiable and
promifing, when it venerates the patriot, hon-
ours the upright ruler, and efteems the good
of every grade in life ; and when neither the
brilliancy or obfcurity of parents, diverts or
deters from laudible enterprife,

- Rarsepto great eminence in the enjoyment

of privileges, we may juftly tremble in fear of
the wretchednefs into which we fhallbe thrown,
1t we refufe to do juftly, love mercy, and waik
humbly with Gop. Let us repent of our fins,
repair to the grace of the gofpel for pardon, and
obey its laws : ¢ Then thall our peace beas a-
river, and our righteoufnefs as the waves of the
fea.” Let our high profperity engage us to
praife HiM, who prevents us from being invol<
ved in the troubles, which diftrefs fo many na-
tions en the Eaftern Continent, at the prefent
time. But the generous foul, not confined by
local attachments, or abforbed in its private
eale, travels round the globe, cvery where re-
cogniges the brother in the man, takes part in
his joys and forrows, and fervently prays for
the {peedy commencement of the glorious zra,
wheny liberty and the religion” of peace will fill

Y

the c§rth.

LeT us not forger, that through whatever
changes, the church on earth, and the kingdoms




