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“The ‘wfjfz’om that is from above, is firfd pure,
ihem peaceable, gentle, and cafy to be intreated, full
of mercy and gooa fruits, without parsiality, and
without hipocrify. James 3. 17.

HE neceflity of a well regulated
government in civil States, 1s ac-
knowledged by all ; and the im-
portance and benefit of true Chrif-
tianity, 1n order thereto, is no lefs certain.
For the great Author of it aflures us, that-
his difciples are the fa/r of the earth, and the
light of the world, Mat. 5. 13,14. That is,
his religion 1s as-neceflary for the well-beiny
of human fociety, as falt is to preferve from
putrifaction, or aslight is to direct our way,.
and to guard agamft enemics, confufion, and-
mifery. This is evident, becaufe 1ft, The
univerfal rule of equity, enjoined by our Lord,
has the moft natural and effetual tendency
to promote extenfive union of any means in
the world : And both our friends and our
enemies know, that our falvation and- welfare,’
as a people, greatly depends thercupon. 2dy
His precepts plainly require, the yielding to
all their dues, faithfulnefs in every ftation,’
benevolence to all, and the working ill to
none. 3d, A regard to all thefe things is
enforced with the certain promifes of his

help and blefli:zs, for time and cternity, to

o
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4 Tre Poiicy recuires

thofe who pleafe him ; and with as fure de-~
clarations of tribulation and wrath, diﬁ_rc_f'g ,
and anguifh, upon every foul of man that,
docth evil. And who can help feeing, that,
thele things are as neceflary to the welfare of
{ociety, as falt and lizht are for our bodies ?

Buc if fo, why havefuch quarsels and. opprei-

fions, fuch deceit and cruelty, been pradtifed
for many ages under. the Chritlian name 2

The anfwer in general mult be, becaufe many
miltakes, and coprupt principles have been
covered with that lovely name ; of which the
following are not the lealt, '

1. A conceit that religion gives the fubjects
‘of it, a right of dominion over the perfons
and properties of others. Whiclis as contrary
to the laws of Chrift, as darknefs is to light ;*
and is the evil that alt cofzention comes from,
Prov. 13. 1o. This moved fuch as called
themfelves Chriftians in Eurape, to claim the
property of infidels in America ; from the pai-
fonwhereofwe are not yet thoroughly purged.

2. Initead of holding faft THE ForM of
found words, which requires oyr {upreme re~
gard to God, and the loving of our neighbor
as ourielves, men have invented A rorm of
godlinefs,to cover felf-love with ; under which
they have been f3/fc accufers, and fierce defpifers
of thofe that are good, 2.Tim. 1. 13 and 3.1---5.
Under this mafk, one generation after another

$ Mat. 10, 31-:-34. Luke 1o, 5--zx1, 1Car 1, 325 1Beter 512



. equal religious Liberty. 5

have caft the reproach of their own wicked-
refs upon others, and have made a prey of
{uch as have departed from their evils. [fai.
59. 15. And what lefs than this, has been
done ta the Baptiits, for above two hundred
years ! It is moft evident that the mad actions
atMunfter, in 1533, proceeded from a conceit,
that the {word was then coniecmted to the
chriftian caufe, ip that thofe who had gat 1t
into their hands were to enforce their religi-
ous fentiments thereby. Which conceit never
was admitted by any Baptift church that we
knpw of, either in Britain or America ; yet
the ruling parties in both countries, have held
that evil faft, while they have, not ohly re-
nroached the Baptifts with the {candals it has
praduced, but alfo have often made a prey of
them for departing therefrom.

> By thefe means partiality has been ef-
tnblr{hcd by law, and men have been empow-
ered to give away the money, and to judge the
caules, of fuch as they were iitercfled againit.

Teftimonies againit this iniquity, have not
only been given by diflenters from the eftab-
lithed worthip in this country, but alfo by
fome of' the greateft men among the congre-
gationalifts ; tho’ little régard was paid there-
to. In 1656 the town of Ipfivich impofed a
tax upon all the inhabitants, for a minifter’s
fettlcment, for which diftrefs was made.---

Wher cupon one of their glcatcﬁ rulers prov-
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~ed, from the firft principles of government,

that reprefentatives have no right to give a-
way any money, but only for the good of the
whole community ; and that the takmg of it a-
way from one perfon or party,and ‘givieg it ta
another, was TYRANNY. * And one oftheir
chief miniters, who had been attached there-
to, till he {aw the {ame meafures meted to
them again, by the tyrant Andros; was {o
much enlightened thereby, as to fee, that a
man has a right to all his tcmporal ¢njoy-
ments before he becomes a Chriitian, which
he is fo far from lofing by embracing Chrifti~
ahity, becaufe he does not happen to be of the
uppermoft party, that he faid, ‘¢ For an up-
permoft party of Chriftians, to punith men i,
their temporal enjoyments, becaufe they dif~
{fent from them in {ome religious epinions, or:
with an exclufion from thc temporal enjoy-
ments which would jultly belong to them, is
a ROBBERY.”” T And in the year t709, he
plainly praved, that Chrift has given the right
of chufing all church offi¢trs, to the brechren
in each particular church 3 from whence he
aflerted that it would be siMoNICcAL to afe
~firin that this facred priviledge may be pur-
- chafed with money. I And the town of Bol-
- ton, where he was minifter, proeured a {pe-

* Mafs. hiftory, vol, 3. p. 291---309. Baptit hit, p. 310---312,

+ Dr. Incrcafe Mather's life, P- 59 1 His vindicativn of gofpek
order, p. 67, 68.
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cial aét of the aflembiy, to exempt them from

this fimony, which has beenimpofed upon the

country cver fince. If any enquire how ty.

ranny, {imony, and robbery came to be in-

troduced, and to be practifed fo long, under

the Chriftian name ? The anfwer is plain, from

the word of truth. It was by deccitful reafon-

ings from the band-writings which Chrift bJoz-

ted out, and nailed to his crofs. Col. 2. 8, I14.

In thofe writings diretion was given to If= °
racl, to feize the lands and goods of heatheng,
to make flaves of them ; and in other refpeéts,
to make a vifible diftin&tion in their dealing
betwixt their own brethren and all others.
A high prieft'was alfo fet up at the head of
their worfhip, who, with his family, were to
have the whole direction thereof'; and at whofe
fentence unclean perfons were to be excluded
from their camp ; unclean houfes pulled down
and removed ; and who had power to turn
even a king out of the temple, And who
can defcribe all the fuperftition, blind-devo-
tion and church-tyranny, that have been
bro’t in by deceitful reafonings from thence $
Whereas the new teftament plainty thews, that
the church of Ifrael was typical of the eleét
among all nations., Their literal enemies
types of the faints fpiritual foes,-and the gain
they made of them, figurative of the advan-
tages believers receive from tribulations and

periccutions, That their priefthood were
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types of Chrift and his faints ; and officers
are never called prieflts in the new teftament,
“in diftinction fromn other belizvers. And 1a
thefec and a great number of other mttances,
the comparing of type and antitype together,
is very inftructive and edifying ; but the in-
vention of officers, orders, and ceremonies, 1h
the Chtiftian church, to anfiwer to tliofe of the
Jews ; yea, dnd to exceed them, as the Chrif-
tian privileges were to be the greateft, 1s the
very way that myftery Babylon was built ;
which myftery is ever to be known by thefe
two infdllibie marks.

1 By not holding THE HEAD, even the
®NFE LAWGIVER, iit whom the churchis com-

PLETE ; but impofing ordinaunces upon her, afs
ter the dodrines and commandments of men, which
Lave a lew, but not the reallity, of wifdom.
Col. 2. 10, ig---22. James 4. 12.

2 By notallowing each believer to «¢t as ke
bhas been taught, but others, pufr up with a flefbly
mind, aTume the power to judge for them in
- religious matters. Col. 2. 7, 16---18.

And can any religious eftablithment by hu-
man laws be found, without, at leaft, thefe
marks of the beaft, and the number of his name,

which is the number of a man. In the typical
{tate of the church, the number iix, whether

in weeks, months or years, was deforiptive of
feafonis of fatigue and labour, and the feveng)
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&f each, were reitin:r times.  So the beaft can
wet no further than the tolling number, wlie«
ther it be in units, tens, or hundreds. But
thole who had gotten the ‘ictory over the
beait, and over his hinage, an 1 over his ma.k,
and over vhe number of his nume, wereleen by
Yohn,.in his vilion, ftanding upon the fea of
rlafs,finging thefong of Moles, and oftheLamb,
Rev.13.18 and 15. 2, 3. Now as the puré
word of God is compared toglafs. 2Cor. 3 18.
James 1. 23--25. does not this vifion res
prefent the reft and joy that believers will
find, upon their getting victory over all the
icventions of men, when they fhall tand and
act intirély upon divine truth, which is as
clear as cryflal, and enforced by divine in-
fluence, compared to fire ? Jer. 28, 29. Reve
4, 5, 6. And is it not ftri¢tly true to fay,
that the whole of the late ecclefiaftical laws of
this province, were commandments of men,
which empowered the ruling party to juidge
for the reft in religious affairs, and to enforce
that judgment with the fword. There has
been {6 much of real chriftianity In this coun-
try, from its firft plantation, as greatly to
check and reftrain the poifonous influcnce
of this partiality ; but the nature of it is ne-
ver the better for that. So far from it, that
while fome are trying to cover them{elves
with all the good things that have been a2
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mong us, and from thence are denying that
they have opprefled any ; others are catching
at thofe evils, to fhield themfelves againil the
truth. Mary in the Suate of ilhode-liland,
bolfter themfelves up in an irreligious way,
by the ftories they have hedrd of the injuf-
tice and cruelty which the Maflachufetts and
Connecticuts did to their fitthers, under a res
ligious mafk ; while that very :rreligion 1sof-
ten recurred to, as a prevailing argument for
a religious pasctiality in theie other States,
And though we have gicat canie of thank:
fulnefs, for the light, to diitidguith things
more clearly, which has lately been granted,
and that our honored rles have diycovered
fo much of a regard to equal religious liber-
ty ; yet, left the fame fhould be fully allowed,
I hear that fome plead, that if rulers have no
tight to eftablifh any way of religious wor-
fhip for its own fake, they have aright to do
it for the good of civil fociery. Tlie import
of which pled, in my view, is jult this viz.
T hat becaufe religion is a means of great good
to human fociety, therefore rulers ought td
improve their power to deftroy the means,
in order to accomplifh the end !

For the whole of religion is to fear God, and
keep v 18 commandments ; with a realizing view,
that mE will bring every work into judgment,
with every [ecret I/}i;zg, whether it be good or evil.

And the teaching of bis fear by the precepts of
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“gien, is the dire@ way to confufion and ruin,
Tecl 12013, 14. Mai. 29. 13--21. God has
ex prefsly armed the magiftrate with the fword
to punifh fuch as work 1 10 their rzengbourj anci
his fithfulne(s In that work, and our obe-
dience to fuch 'mthonty, is enforced by thofe
g eat motives.  Kom. 13. 1--ro. 1o Tim. 2.
s, 3. DBut it is e-ident, taat the fiword is exe
claded tiom the kingdom of the Kedeemer,
and that he gaive his, as a futlicient proof,
why it did not inteiicre with the government
of ci' 1l ftates. John 18. 36 And it 1s 1ime
poiiibl: to blcad church and ftate together,
without violating our Lord's commands to
boith. His command to the church 1s, Put
¢ -nay from among yomﬁ’l‘va that wicked perfon. His
eommand to the ftate is, Lct both grow together
witil the harveft. 1. Cor. 5. 13. Mat. 13. 30,
18---43  Snutit has appeared for thefe thoue
and yeors, that pure gofpel dl(mplmc 1n thc_
church, is very little, if at all known, in ftate
eftablithments of religion-; and that irnitead
of leeting conformilts therveto, and diffenters
therefrom, grow together, or enjoy eaual
wor ldly prlvﬂerres the fivord has been cin-
ployed to 700z up, - and to prepare war again/l,
all fuch as put not into the raouths of the tﬁ-
tablithed teachers, who arethe meaus of up-
holding fuch rul..s as pervert all equiry. Jer.s.
31. Micah. 3. §---1t. It is now well known
ameng us, that the faving of temporal pro-
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perty in our own power, {o as not to have z.x;
gaken away without our cunfcnt. 1s the turn-
jng point of all cjvil fr eedom. And it is evi-
deat, {r om the abox ¢ paﬂd“cs,and many others,
that the arming auy to take it away with tl~c
jword under 3 rcllgmus maflz, is the gr: cateﬂ;
engine of tyranny in the world.

The celebrated Bllhop of Glocefter wrote 3
volumn, about forty years ago, wholly upon
this argument, that rulers ought to kccp up
g religious eftablithment fer the good of civ xl
{OClety He owns that the church was origi-
pally a focicty, diftinét from, and independent
pf the ftate : But denies her being comp/etc‘
without an alliance therethh Which is 4
plam mark of the beaft, as I have before
prov ed. The matives that he {ays, the magif-
grate has,for takmo the church intoalliance, arc
to prefcrvc the effence and purity of reli zion,
to apply its influence for the good of the fiate,
gnd to prevent the mlf'chief it mlght otherwife
accafion thereto. To prove that the ma glf-
trate fhopld be concerned to preferve the pu-
yity of religion, he fays, Obferving truth, is
¢ alting as things really are ; he w ho alts as
¢¢ things really are muft gain his end ; all dif=
¢ appointment %occeding from aﬂlllg as
€ things really ‘ve not.” * Very well.” But
tloes he prove that the caufe of truth, will be
Prqutcd by thc alliance he pleads for ? No ;‘

"‘ Warburton's alliance between church and fate. Third editiony
90""920
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i)e i< {o far from proving that point, that up~
oa ano yer turn of his difcourfe, he ﬂ.fuly de-
nicsit 3 and, in order to prove tnat his {cheme
did not interfere with the right of private
judzment, he pof’tave]y afferts, that for rulers
to c!labh{h any religion becaufe it 1s the truth

{S zm]uﬁ ay they have no right to _]udge for

athers 1a 1uch maticrs ; and alfo that it 1s.

abliur.l, to ﬁlpr)oie fuch an end could be at-
inined thereby ; as the eftablithed religion all
tue world over will be the mamﬂratcs . that
is, favs he, ¢ For gne place where the zrug
“« rehigion is eftablithed, the Jd/fe will be ef-
¢ ] uhed in a thoufand.” * And when he
was told of this abfurdity, he had no better
way to anfwer it, than by faying, ¢¢ 1 mean a
é [egirimare policy, that ever purfues common
¢ urilit) » Of which it {feems he did not {op-
poie there was above onein a thoufand. Nei-
ther can his fcheme admir of fo much as that;
for in the fame page he fays, ¢ The {fupreme
¢ magntrate 1 qcknowledged head of the reli-
“ oinp.”” T And as Chrift is the only head of
tbe true church, and thofe rulers that are nurf-
ng fartters thereto, bow down to the authorlty
hc has eftablithed therein ; they who fet them-
{clves vp as heads of any religion are guilty
ot wirredon: from whence no/ecrztzmare oi’fsprmcr

can ever pn'nce_ed: l{a. 49. 23. Rev. 18. 3.

Mr. Locke fays, ¢ A church is a frece and

? Page 248, 249 'y Pagg G7s

.
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yvolmrary Diclety. No body is b’orn a memberg
. 11t cuvoch, otaewile the reliO‘iOn of parents
v.d J cend unto chlldrcn, by the fame
Fight of Lineritance as their temporal eftates ;
aa:d every oane would hold his faith by the
fume renurce Le does his lands ; than which
poihinz can be unz%med more abfurd.” *
Yot 1a reality this imagination lies at the bot-
ton ot all this coutroverfy. By deceitful rea-
fo“.ngs irom the J(.Wlfh hand-writings, men
have been brought to imagine tl?emtd\«cs to
be born members of the chiittian church, and
therefore have had the token of memberfhip
put upon them ja their infancy ; and from
thence hold, that the fame power which de-
fends thetr lands ﬂlOllldldPQO[’t thenreligion. T
And they have no better colour for accali- £13
the Baptifts of exireme rigidnefs, and of di-
obedience to aurhorlty, than becaufe they
cannot in ¢confcience give their aflent to thefe
two poiuts. As for thofe who fay, That religion
would {oon fail from among us, and human

- Jearning alto, if force was not ufed to fupport

minitters,lc t themconfider,thatthofe who have
a form, but deny the power of Godlinefs, are
ever bearning,and never able to come to the knowledge
of the TxuTH ; and that they creep into houfes,
1oftead of going in wprightly. 2.Tim. 3. 5--7,
It is molt certain that Chriftianity was 1o und-

= Qaoleiationp, 17,  § Bapus hiftory, p. 483,
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ed upon the TRUEBT ; and that it prevailed
ng,..n‘wui'i';', tor three centuries, by the power
of it, without the help of the fword. "And
that déceit and amazing ignorance followcd
the introduction of the {ivord to fupport mia
niiters.  And the tdwq of Bolton have found
équal religious liberty to be f{o frieadly to
human learning, that for thefe thirty years
pait they have been chiefly beholden for mi-
niiters, to diftant colleges where fuch liberty
1s enjoyed, to the neglect of the mercenary
fons of Cambridge, though within figlit of
their own doors. Many of whom by readl-
ing other men’s works to councry parifhes,
have got feitled in the miniftry ; after which
the people have been compelled to fupport
them from year to year, let them be ever fo
hitcle edified by them. Is not this a crecping
into houles ? And though fuch are apt to
turna deaf ear to all the remonfirances of
fcripture and reafon, yet perhaps the followa
ing facts may convince them, that it is out of
their power 10 bring thcic o)1 ecclefiaitical
laws into our new confuiu:isn ot governs
ment. |

[. They havelolt much of the religious ine
fluence which firft introduced that {chéme in-
to this country. Governor Winthrop, a father
to that caufe, was a man of eminent piety and

devotion, and of fuch {1f-denial, as tofell an.
sitate in England of abovefix hundred pound |

.

- i
.‘ ’



qy 16 7?‘:16’ policy _7'equiref |

- “rhng a year, much of which ‘he fpu]t in
promoting a religious feitlement here ; where,
for all his vaft pains and fervices in the po-
vernmeng, he had fcarce a fixth part or that
income for his fallery. A like relizious inilu-
ence apneared in many other of racir rulers.
And were can that paity now fin*l fuch minif~
ters, to inforce their laws as the famous ot
ton, Hooker, Norton, Mitchei, and otherd
were ? yet with all that help, their eftabhfh-
ment was fo weak,when it was fifty yecars old,

that one of their greateft minifters compar:d
it to a fmall boar, and only one Baptift fo fP( jery
in the coloily, to thc ballaft of a grear fhip;
fvhich would fink it. *

II. The influence of relirionis now againtt
them. The two capital points of purity and
liberty that our fathers came to this country
for, are, that none fhould be received to full
commuaion without a credible profeilion of
regoneration ; and that a particular church
thus couftituted is the higheft religious judi-
cature upon eartn, to whom councitls are ons
ly advifory. . But thirty-nine years after
Boton was fettled, a2 number of minifters af-
fitted in forming a church there, in open fea
peration from the firft church in the town,be-
caafe the new invention of the half-way co-
venant was excluded therefrom. T And the
apoftacy prevailed io fait, for thirty years, as

_ & Baptit hiftory p. 494, 544«  + Wbid. p. 388, 405«
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re move Di.Increaic Mather thea to declare,
chat il 1t thondd do 1o tor thirty years more,
rine ot comcientious peoplein New-mngland
would think themiclves concerned to guiler
Cliurchecs nut (f churckese * It was then becoiné
a matter of difpure, whether any church was
iatitled to the protection of the laws, it e
refuled to be controuled in the choice of mis
nilters, by other minifters, and the parifhe
And forty four years afrer, that queltion wa
delided 10 the negative, when, tectaufe the
hrelt church ia Canterbury refufed to receive
the minilter they had provided for her, a fea
paraze charch was formedin the place, { and
faid minifter was ordained over it ; and no
stter encouragement was given to the firlt
church, by the ordaming council, than only
the ufe of their irfluence with the legiflature
of the colony, that iaid church miohr vbrain all
lcga! religions priviicpes whenever thcy defired
it. | And becauic they did not defire any
new incorporation from the ftate, but only
protecticn from injuries, theli gonds were
tnoiled, and their perioas imnoritone i, for fif-
cen yeavs to fupport a minifter they never
chiofe,and had nomore reliefaitforded to them,
either by minilters, or civil officers, than the
C | |
¥ Vindication of golpel order p. 12,

% Alike fepararion ~as mzde st Middlebero ;h the fame year.
Flﬂl $ cxammcr cxammcd p. %8. |
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pri=t and levite gave to the man that feli
amo g thieves. Confcienitious people in other
piaces " waited a year, after Canterbury church

wag thus itripped of all'legal privileges, and
thcn beran to Jather chiurcitcsout of churches
in imitation of the fir{t chiurchcs ofthis couns
try.  And though théir minitters have often
been reproached with the nante of lgy-fzachs
ers, yct we can prdve, that theif drdinationes
were derived, i 4 direct line of fucceflién,
from the baptit minifter that Dr. Mather
Ilﬂlped té ordain in Boftoil in 1918 * And
now, within thefe ten years, it as plainly

appeared, by their own publications, that the
minifters who are moft earneft to keep up

their ecclefiaftical laws; aré agamft requiring
2 profcﬂion of regeneration in order for full
communion ; and that they liold, that when
a minifier is iettlcd in any parith, the court
muft compel them to fiipport him, until he,
or other minifters, confeiit to his difiniffion,
even though the church {liould conviét him
of fcandalous immoralities. ¥ Which has
cooled the zeal of miulcitudes for thofe laws,
and fundry of their moft capablc minifters
now appear againft them. Six years ago ont
¢f them {aid to Connecticut leglﬂaturc ‘¢ The
affairs of the ftate, are the proper provmcc of

* This is mentiored to filence their cavils, and not bccaufc our au-
thority depcnds vpon a local lize of fucceftion.

{ Bapti& hift. p. 109, 110. See Bolton cafe:
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¢ivil rulers ; as to the church of €l
content to let it ftand upon its own ..
golpcl foundation, regulated b} 1S OV i ... -,
and guarded and cn.fm ced by 1ts own  fu mf‘k_'i--
ons. On this foundation fhe bas flo~d, in her
belt days; on this foundation {lie can yct ftand,

- and muft fiand and live forever. - And th unh
fhe may appear weak and feeble, and ready
to fall ; yer the interpofition of worldly pow-
er to eftablifh her, and civil policy to detend -
ner, will only joftie her toundations, and fiuk
her the lower.” *  Which (entiments he con-

firms by the writings of Dr. Watts and oihers.

III Senfible experience is a gainft thefe
laws. Under our firft charter earneft attempts
were made to eftablih the government of the
churchover the world ; and uader the fecond,
to eftabhifh the power of the warld over the
church., But the effects of both have been fo
pernicious, that many cannot bear to hear of
them ; and have made bitter complaints a-
- gainft me for puM thing {om:o of thein te the
world., Bu: if it b2 a crime tn me to pubithh
them, what mufc it be in thole who commicred
them! And wiH any now plead for a practice
either under the naine of religion, or of doing
good to human fociety, that will not bear the.
light ! Canterbury, Piainiield, aa.l Athheld,
after uing violent methods to fupport ther:

* EleQtion fe'mon at clartivid, Mg l.“ 177 4, by M;. Wemore,
of Strattord, p. zﬂ:? ¢ /
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Chiive been conflrained to diftnif

1 R SN, an d to CO13Ve down to a ﬁ‘iendly

way of trea g thelr neig hhuma, wl am they

fad mjured thercby and, 1n fundry mitan-

ccs, 1o contels their faules ta them.  And a-

mong the many hundred inftances of making

diftrels for minillers tuppare in our dav, 1 have

not heard of one, but what has caujed fome

conviction of the impolic y, if not of the im-
Plcty of that practice.  Thercfure,

7. 1{’ it is cantinued among us, it muf be
by mzkud vivferce. Tt has Berc tofore been co-
vered with 70d wor ds and fair [peeches, but we
pow know, that it is founded in par tzal:ty, and
eaufcd dz'vzf ons aind offcnecs, contrary to the doctrine
of(/)rzﬂ * And | he commands us all, to mark
ena avq [ {uch teackers, as wa would elc ape his
curic., Rom. (6. 17, 13, Gal. 1. 9. 2 john,
3Q. I1. l'hole who bleud churceh and flate
together, wunally violate Chrift’s  comimands
to both., His commaud to the churca is, Put
eway from anvvg yourfclues thar wicked peifon,
His command to the State, is, Let otk grow
together witil the barveft, 1 Cor. 5. 13. Mat,
Y3. 20, 33--41. But pure gofpc] d:fmplmc
has been very little known in {late-eftablifh-
ments of rektgion ; where ceaformifts and dif-
{fenters, have been jo far from being allowed
%o grow rogerher, 1n the enjoyment of cqual ¢§

-

¢ B «pridt ik p. 333,388, g24. Appendiz p. v,

’ o,
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o
vil privileges, that the fword has often been
smployed to roor up, and to preparc war agai [
thote who put not inta the mouths of the ¢dab-
hthed teachers ; while fuch teachers have becn
the means of uphelding rulers,in perver:i, 2 ail
eqriry ¢ and fo of bringing ruin, inflcad of yuod
to the ftate. ‘Jer. 5. 31. Micah 4. 5---12.
The Fpifcopalians covercd their pleas for hav-
ing bithops eftablithed inAmerica, with many
plauﬁblc pretences ; but their wildomn failed
them. For in the mid@t of thole pleas they
have owned, that a bill for that purpole
had almoft got through the parliament when
Queen Ann died, which was defeated thereby.
And that though their party have been watch-
ing ever fince, they never could find {fuch a-
pother favourable opportunity, ’till now in
1767.% And thofe who are verled inthe hiftory
of the narion know, that the liberties thereof
were in eminent aanger when the {faid Queen
dicd, which never were in fo great danger
{ince, till the fcheme was 1nvenred to tax
America; upon which, it feems, bBifhops were
to have beer fent over. To prevent which
Dr. Chauncy plainly denied that any ftate had
a right to make religious eftablithments. And
thongh they tried to defend that right, yet,
in replytoit, hic faid, ¢¢ The religion of Jefus,
has fuffered more from the excrgife af this

2 Chaadler’s appeal, p. 50 --54.
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pretended right, than from all ¢ther caums
put topether ; and 1t 15 with me, pait all
donbt, that it will never be reilored to 1ts
primi_tivc purrty, fimplicity, and glory, uniik
religious cftaplifhments are {v brought down
as toBE NO MORE™ * Thete are the woras of
e minifter, who bas written the mofl, for
thefe 4 years, touphotd the eftublifbment we.
comnlain of, of any man upon carth. And
when [ mentioned his arlt dental of that right
latt fall, a writer appeared in tae Bofilon Ga-
zette of November 2, and charged me with
dracrance, for cating their cceletiaftizal laws,

an eftablifhment ; and with impudence and
abule, for wriing againft them. And en tec.
28, he faid, ¢ laour laws, which relate to the
(ettieinent and iupport of minitlers, [ am 2ot
ahle to find any thing that has the appearance
ofeftablithment. All thie various dencminations
of Proteftants ave weated alike---all Proteltanis

-1-

ape, therclore, in the view of our laws, X
FOUALLY orthodox.” Now as our legitlature
have conflantly called thele laws an eftablifh-
ment, for thefe eighty-ieven years, they are
snvolved with me,inths charec of 1ignorance;
and as the party they were made for, refufed
to own the truth inthat reipect, it {feems that
our honored Repretentatives thought it high

ard fuch learning, ond to appomt

® Chauncy'’s reply to Chandlor's defince, 1770, Py 144, 14].
¢ A more ~'» ing lalikood could uot be uiterzd thaa dhise
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4 minifer to preach to them, who was in
rrath a friend to the liberty others made a
falfe prerence of.  True wifdom is, therefore,
o far from favouring thofe laws, that the
Jolly of fr0ls has been now made ufe ef'to up-
hold them. Prov. 14. 8. And can they ftand
upon fuch a bottom ! Men have three things
to be concerncd for, namely, foul, body, and
eftate. The two latter belong to the magif-
trate’s jur’iﬁhchon; the other does not. There
is a learned profeflion fuited to each of thefe

interefls 3 yet every man and every woman
have long been aHowed that liberty, about
phyficians and lawyers, that has been denied
them about foul-guides. And can my dear
countrynien any Jon ger {uffer officers to do
that out of their province, which they dare
not <o in it

As no man can have a right to judge for
others infoul-affairs, {0 they never could con-
vey fuch a riglit to their reprefentatives; there-
fore, all the taxes, to fupport religious wors:
fhip, and . jndgcments in fuch cafes, that have
been among ns, were a taxin ¢ of us where
we were not repiciented, and impofing jud-
EES upon us Wijo W cire interefled again& us.
Which meaiures Sod has again meted to this
country in a moft teirible manner. Selt-love,
under the fpecions name of govérrment, and

@& concern for the public good, has moved,
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and now moves, the Britons, to aét towsar:s
us like incarnate devils. And fcli-love in
this country, by finKing our pubb» credit,
has expoled us to greater dfm ger, chan all ticir
feets and armies LOUIJ do. The fword, di«
reted by wile councels, has been the grand
means of our defence againtt thofc tnvaders ;
2nd infidels muft fee, that an invifible power
has turned the fcale in thofe matters, one way
and the other, from time to time, entirely
out of the-reach of human ftorctight. And
how ftrong is the argument from hence, for
faithfulnets in all r aler 3, to the trit repoicd
in them : and faithfulnefs in. their conftiiu-
ents, to fupport them therein? yea, and for

faithfulnefs alfo in minifters and people, to-
ward each other, as they will anfer therefor

to the Judge of all. It was before proved,
that the ufe of the fivord, againtt fuch as work
ill to their neighbours, isexprelsly warranted
by the new-teftament.  And the time when
itis to be laid afide is plainly marked out in
‘the prophecies ; namely, when the knowledge
of God (hall have fuch exten{ive influencey that
there fhall be #zcne ro huit or defiroy, or even to

make us afraid, Ifaiah r1. 9. Micah 4. 1---4.
In the mean time, the Redeemer has exclud-

ed the fword from his kingdom, which he
gives as the reafon why it does not interfere

With the government of worldly flates. johﬂ

»
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t8. 36.° And how can any be true miuifters
of his kingdom; who cannot be content with
all the {upport that his laws and inflience
will give them ! Although the tomforiable
{upport of ireligious miutiters, 1s moft exprefl-
ly required, both in the old and new teita-
ment 3 yet the ufe of force to collect it, and
againft thofc who have teftified againft thac
practicé, has produced fuch effects in all ages,
as none have been willing to own. But the
Judge cannot be deceived by their deceitful
coverings ; and tells us all what will become
of thofe who a/lrw of fuch deeds, againft plain
light to the contrary. Mat.23. 29---33. Luke
11. 46---52.

Rulers, minifters and people, have now 4
fair opportunity given them, to turn from
and quit themfelves of thofe evils ; and I
cannot but hope they will improve it. Eight
years ago felt«love,under a religious pretence,
had {uch influence in our legiflature, thac
we had no way lcfc, to fave our friends in
Afhfield from being robbed of their lands,
but by an appeal to Britain, And if that
evil {hould be ingratted into our new plan of
rovernment, we fhould have no conftitutional
remedy againft it left upon earth : For the
Congrefs refude to be judges of fuch matters.
We know that Tories had then the chief ma~
nagment of thofe deceitful and cruel proceed-

D
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mngs againft us ; and alfo that the king and
Ca;vlrzf‘*'] did not give relicef in that cafe, frem

regar d to cqual religious liberty, (which
thcv deny at home) but for other ends.
Therefore we Have joined as heartily, in the

gcn eral defence of our country, as any denc-
mination therein ; and I have a better opini-

on of my countrymen, than to think the ma-
jority of them will now agree, to deny us
liberty of conicience.

ISAAC BACKUS,
Mi CDarey - _ e m e o o »
f/ugdj; bx 3, gxh'v 04 A_gcnt for the Bapnﬂs ‘111 thxs St_ate. h'

rrrrr



