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PR EVF A CE

HE powers of thinking and choice are {o
effiential to all rational {pirits, that without
them no idea can be formed of their exiftence. A
defire of the knowledge and enjoyment of the bett
good, alfo appears effential to their nature. There-
fore, as finite knowledge i1s limited, finite fpirits
would ever be liable to err, if they had not fome
{ufficient guard againft it. And the beft guard we
can conceive of, is a clear fixed perfuafion in the
heart, that God is thé only fountain of all good;
and that every defirable good 15 to be obtained
and enjoyed in the way of obedience to his reveal-
ed will, and nowhere elfe. |

TuaT he 15 the abfolute poptietor, and the {o-
vereign ruler of the worlds he has made, is a truth
too evident for any but‘madmen to deny. All na-
tions have heen forced to appeal to him, to avenge
injuftice and perjury, in order to eftablith any go-
verament among themfelves: Yet how far have
they been from a willingnefs to be governed enure-
ly by hun'! He inade man upright ; but they bave fought
out many inodntions. Objells of worthip, and forms
of worfhip, even without number, have been in-
vented by mankind ; the folly whereof God has ex-
pofed in all his difpenfations : Yet felf-conceit, felf-

feeking, and felf-dependence, are ftill the ruining
errors of the world,

His
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His defign in all his difpenfations, ié every age
and every country, 1s undoubtedly the fame in na-
ture with that declared to lfrael, in the paffage
which adorns our title page Three things deferve
particular notice therein. 1. That 1t 1s the Lord
who. leads his people through all the changing
{cenes of life, in this wildernefs world. At differ-
ent times and places their circumftances vary ex-
ceedingly ;. yet he orders or over-rules in all, fo that -
a fparrow. cannot, fall to the ground, nor an hair
from their head, without h1m 2. All his deal-
ings aré calculated in infinite wifdorm, for their trial
and humiliation ; to difcover what is in their hearts,
whether they will keep nrs commandments, of not.
"Therefore, 3., He requires them to remember all the
waywherein he leads them, for this end.
Curistiantry, the only true religion, has its
name from CHRIsT, the foundation, lawgiver, and
only head of his church, And one of the greateft
hiftorians of our age gives us the follomncr ac-
count of 1ts primitive order and government. Says
he, « The rites inftituted by Chrift were only two
in number, and, thefe defigned to continue to the
end of the church here. below without any varia-
tion. Thefe were baptifn and the holy fupper ;
which were not to be confidered as mere ceremo-
nies, nor yet as fymbolical reprefentations only, but
alfo as ordinances, accompanied ‘with fanétifying
influence -upon. the. heart and affections of true
Chriftians.” Of thofe who heard and believed the
preaching of John the Baptift, he fays, «“They
were.nittated into the kingdom of the Redeemer,
by .the ceremony of zmme?f ton or baptifm.” And
during the firft century, he fays, « The facrament of
%aptzfm was adminiftered without the public affem-
blies,
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blies, in places appointed and prepared for that
purpofe, and was performed by #mmerfion of the
whole body*.” This was the primitive way of
admiffion into the Chriftian church; and 6t 1ts go-
verninent our author fays, < The people were,
undoubtedly, the firft mn authority ; for the apoltles
thewed by their example, that nothing of moment
vas to be carried on or determined withour the
confent of the affembly, Als1. 15, vi. 3, xv. 4,
xx1. 22.~—A bifhop, during the firft and {econd cen-
-uiv, was a perfon who had the care of one Chrii-
vun affembly, which, at that time, was, generaliv
eaking, fmall enough to be contained in a pri-
sate houfe. In this affembly he acted not {o much
with the authortty of a mafler, as with the zeal cnd
diligence of a faithtul fervant.”  And he affures us,
that until about the middle of the fecond cencury,
 The churches were entirely independaent ; none of
them fubject to any forergn jurtidiction, but each
one governed by 1ts own rulers, and its own laws.”
And that an alteration was then made, by indui-
trioufly propagating the opiniton, that Chriftian
minifters fucceeded to the rights and privileges of
the Jewith priefthood§. Heathen philofophy was
alfo called in to interpret the {criptures by ; from
whence teachers adopted this maxim, viz. ¢ That
it was an at of virtue to deceive and lie, when by
that means the nfereffs of the church might be pro-
moted.” To which they added, in the tourth cen-
tury, under Conftantine, the ufe of temporal penal-

ties, and corporal tortares, for the fame end§|.
In the mean time a controverly arofe about
bringing infants to baptifm. In the beginning of
the

* Mofheim’s eccl. hift. vol. 1, p. 32, 91, g6. Dublin editio=.
§ Ibid. p. 90, 96, 77, 139. 4 Page 155, 314,
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the third century, Tertullian; who is the firft
writer that mentions.1t, oppofed it, faying, « What
need 1s there that the god-fathers thould be brought
into daffer? becaufe they may either fail of their
promifes by death, or they may be miftaken by a
child’s proving of a wicked dipofition.” But not
long after Origen appeared for the prattice, and
faid, « Let 1t be confidered what 1s the reafon, that
whereas the baptifm of the church is given for the
forgivenels of {ins, infants alfo are, &y the ufuge of the
church, baptized.—It is for that reafon, becaufe by
the facrament of baptifm the pollution of our birth
is taken away, that infants are baptized*.” Origen
s the firt man that any have produced, who plead-
ed for infant baptifim; and he alfo held that the
torments of the damned will have anend ; and that
Chrift will be crucified 1n the next world to fave the
devilst. Now when heathen philofophy was fet up
as a rule to interpret {cripture by ; when the fha-
dows of the old teftament were taken to dgaw a veil
oVer the truth, and church order defcribed in the
gofpel, and teachers pretended to confer renewing
grace by their adminiftrations, before the fubjects
were taught or believed ; and alfo called in the fe-
cular arm to enforce their meafures by temporal
penalties and corporal tortures, what could be ex-
pefted but the Antichniftian apoftafy ! Oh, how
dark was the night that followed !

Y:rT God did net leave himfelf without witnefies
in the darkeft times, fome of whom I will name.

Peter de Bruys, during a miniftry of twenty years,
made the mofl laudable attempts to reform abufes,

and to remove the fuperftitions that disficured the
beautiful

* Clark againft Gill uporr baptifm, p. 105, 111.
+ Motheim, vol. 1, p. 476.
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beautiful fimplicity of the gofpel, and had a great
number of followers, in Languedoc and Provence,
in France; and he was burnt therefor at St. Giles,
in the year 1130., His difciples were called Pe-
trobufcians ; and a leading article of their faith was,
“ That no perfons whatever were to be baptized
before they came to the full ufe of their reafon.”
Soon after another miniiter, whofe name was Hen-
ry, travelled from Switzerland through various
parts of France, preaching the gofpel with great
fuccefs, until he came to the city of Thouloule;
where the Pope and his creatures raifed great oppo-
fition againft him, and caft him into prifon in 1148 ;
and he ended his days there not long after. Hae
was thus dealt with becaute ¢“ He rejeéted the bap-
tifm of infants; cenfured with feverity the corrupe
and licentious manners of the clergy, and treated

the feftivals and ceremonies of the church with
the utmoft contempt*.”

THis account is given by a very learned Luthe-

ran author, who was {trongly prejudiced againdt the
modern Baptifts, becaufe he held that the Chriftian

church was in 1ts minority, when it was governed in
the manner above defcribed ; and that in its mature

age, « The regulation of it was, in fome meafure, to
be accommodated to che time, and left to the wifdom
and prudence of the chief rulers, both of e ftate
and of the churcht;” which opinion the Biptifts
have ever oppofed.  He freely owns, ‘tha the pecu-
liarities of their churches in Germany and Holland
are derived from a maxim of re¢formation, which was
held by the Waldenfes, Petrobufcians, Wicklifites,
and Hulffites, long before Lusher's day; which is,
¢ That the kingdom of Chnift, or the vifible church

he
® Vol 2, p. 437439, Vol. 1, p. Gfeya,

!
!
/
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he had eftablithed upon earth, was an affembly o1
true and real faints, and ought therefore to he fnac.
ceflible to the wicked and unrighteous, and alfo ex-
empt from all thofe inftitutions, which human. pru-
dence fuo*geﬂs to oppofe the progrefs of '] mlqum ,
or to correét and reform tr anfgreffors.”  This max-
im he declares to be the fource of all their peculiari-
ties.” In 1524, and 1n 1533, a2 few men who "were
called Anabaprifts, took the lead among mixed mul-
titudes, that had taken up arms agamﬁ criel tyrants,
in hopes of recovering both civil and religious Ii-
berty thereby; but they perifhed in the attempt: A
fight of which carried the Baptiit churches in that
country fo.far into the other extreme, as not to allow
their members.to be magiftrates, to ufe the {word,
~or to take an oath®; which are now the fentiments
of the German Baptlﬁs in Pennfylvania. But the
Englith Baptifts, both in Europe and America, have
carefully avoided each/of thefe extremes, for thele
hundred and fifty years; yet thofe fcandals in Ger-
many have been conftantly-caft upon them, even
down to this day ; not becaufe they ever had the leaft
concern therewith, but becaufe this has been found
to be a powerful engine to prejudice the populace
againft allowmg equal religious liberty, and for
forcing people 1nto I‘E‘hO‘IOUS covenants, before
they can choofe for themiclves. - L
ALL the reformation that ever took: place, in any
agé or country, was produced by the word of truth,
enforced by the fpirit of truth, upon each heart and
confcience. And the admiffion of unfanttified com-
municantsinto the Chriftian church, and of the in-
ventions of men.to .govern 1t, have caufed endlefs

confufions ; as thereby three oppofite interefls have
. neen

* Vol. 3, p. 524, 525, 549,
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been fet up., The ntereft of religious teachers, of
civil officers, and of che people. The two former
have confpired together to enflave the latter; and
vet have been far from an entire harmony betwixe
themielves. Their contefts for preheminence have
been long and tedious in this country; buta great
and effectual door is now opened {or terminating
thefe difputes, and for a return to the primitive puu
rity and libefty of the Chriftian church., To trac
out the evil éffetts of the apoltaly, and to promote,
as much as may be, fuch areturn, is the great de-
fign both of this and the former volmne, In the
compiling whereof a large number of records,
books and papers, have been {earched, and much
pains taken to fet principles and aftions in as clear
light as poffible.  And the author is {o far from de-
fiting indulgence in any miitakes, that he earneftir
requefls the help of all to corredt them,

Middicborough, Auguft 2, 1734,



A general IN D E X to both Volumes.

(1. fignifies the Firft, and 1i. the Second. The Figures refer to
the Pages in each.]

A

EAIERIC/J her war with Britamn, it. p. 287,
414. Reafons why the Baptlﬂs joined there-
In, 1. p. 299, 371.

Auabaptifts, a name of reproach, 1. p. 9, 45, 56,
383. Yet impofed by law, 1. p. 193. Laws
made to banifh them, 1. p. 150, 407.

Andros, a tyrant, 1 p. §17, §2§. |
Antichriff, how he arofe, ii. preface, p. 6, book, p.
26, 403. Way now preparing for his fall, 11,
P. 404, 406.

./mz‘mommm,l pP. 79, 117, 11, P. 408.

Arians, 11, p. 63.

Arminiaris, 1. p. 33, 463, 1. p. 219, 224, 230,
349; 357

Alhfield, cruelly opprefled, 1i. p. 246.

. B

Baptifin, what it is, ii. preface, p. 4, book, p. 17,
150, 40T1.

Baptifts, at Prowdence,l p. 105, 248, 1i. p. 395.
Newport, 1. p. 149, 215, 2§5, 442, 505, 1. p.
109, 397. Swanzey, i P. 350, 4355 11. P43, 69,
384. Boﬂon, 1. P 335, 300, 398, 404, 414,
480, 507, 1. P. 33, 43, 50, 149, 386. Re-
hoboth, 1. p. 213, 253, 1. p. 116, 121, 385.
Wederly, 1. P. 416 434, 1. p. 178, 400. Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, 1. p. 437, 1. p. 83, 375. New-
London, i. p. 473, 11. p. 89, 400, Groton, 11.
P. 31, 400. Wallingford, 11. p. 123, 136 19.

IntthountyofPlymouth i1, p. 215,378, Barn-
ftable,
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flable, 1. p. 378. Briftol, 1. p. 384. Suffolk,
Effex and Middlefex, 1. p. 261, 386. Worcel-
ter and Hampthire, 11, p. 124, 261, 387, Beik-
thire, 1. p. 301, 389. INew-Hamplhire, i1. p.
265, 390. Our Eaftern Coalls, i1, p. 263, 279,
391. Rhode-Ifland, 1. p. 395. Connecticus,
il. P. 400. Theu' faith and order, 1. p. 143,
208, 222, 2§, 1. P.334, 372. Sufferings
therefor, 1, P- 214—-—245, 353——400,413, 486,
489, 502, 11 p. 63, 83, 191, 230, .,.-.4( 270.
Blaxton, 1. p. 84. .

Chassberlain, his letters, 1. p. 470, 48¢.
Chiiftianity, 1ts nature and influence, 1. preface, p.
4, book, p. 331, 369, 401.
Claize, a father of Rhode-Ifland Colony, 1. p. 38,
105, 268, 274, 440.
Channcy, of Cambridge, held baptifm to be immer-
fion, 1. p. 115, 145, 284, 334,11, p. 17.
Chziney, of Bofton, againit the power of godlinefs,
1L P. 132, 152, 229. But 15 felﬁ-condenmed, 11,
p. 246, 270, 327, 3§4.
Clzaveland, expellad from college, 11, p. 168, But
craduated there afterwards, 11. p. 229,
College, at Cambridge, 1. p. 101. New-Haven, 11,
p. g2. Providence, 11. p. 236, 301, 419.
Comer, 1. p. 66, 111, 121, 124.
Conftitution, of government, 1. p. 322, 329.
Cotton, of Bo&on, 1. p. 46, 57,77, 99, 103, 157,
239, 246, 472. | |
Covenants, their nature, 4. p. 416, With death and
hell, 1, p. 349. Keeping covenant, il. p. 21,417,
Cromwell, his letter, 1. p. 302.
D
Declenfions, much lamented, 1. p. 187, 391, 403, ii.
v 20, 12Q,
P29 15 Devenport
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Devenpert Joha, 1. p. 335, 3885 399.

Devenport James, 11. p. 134, 144, 150.

Dogs, who are juftly called fo, 11. p. 346, 349.
Do;m;fm;z, many held that it was founded in grace,

1. P. 337> 341, 1. P. 235
Daor, 0pened for a great reformation, 1. p. 235,
352, 494.
Dunflar, 1. p. 110, 282, 320.
E :
Ecclefr czﬁzml eftablifbments by human laws very

pernicious, 1. p. 49, 62, 66, 71, 99, 185, 190,

249> 30% 319) 3725 483, §01, 537, L. P. 11, 87,
246, 327, 300.
Ldwards, 11, p. 128, 13¢, 142, 188, 350, 4135.
Ewvil meafures to others reqmted L. p. 299, §17, iL,
p- 176183, 219——222, JCJ§.
K
Fixley, perfecuted, 11, p. 15¢.
Forgery, againft the Baptifis, 1. p. 410, 1. p. 238.
G

Gill, a learned advocate for believers baptim, 1i,
P. 149, 239.

Gorton, 1. p. 118, 141, 192, 299, 11, P. 95.

Gaver;mze;zt, defcribed, 1. p. 28, 39, 165, 163, 267,
513, 1. p. 157, 325.

Grace, 1ts true nature, il. P. 230, 361, 370, 3944
The name unjuftly put tothe covenant of circums-
cifion, 1. p. 23¢, 342. Yet many who do {o,
refufe to profefs they have grace, 11. p. 191, 343.

H

Half-way covenant, 1. p. 334. This name now dii-
owned, 1. p. 343

Hingham, a riot there, ii. p. 381.

Hollis, his donations, ii. p. 33,64,83. His letter,
death and character, i1. p. 78, 118.

Ihlmes, his faith, and {ufferings, 1, p. 208, 229,

253 256, |
Hut chinfon,



I v D L X %1l

Huicheufor, banifhed and flai, 1. p. 113, 143, 471.
Hutchinfoir, Governor, tis high claims of power, i1,
D. 278, 290, 414. :

Independence, 11, p. 308.

Independent, church fo on the State, 1. preface, p. ¢,
book, p. 157, 404.

Infidelity, greatly promoted by corrupt minifters,
i P. 364, 402. Yet directly againft reafon,
1. P. 413, 414.

Tyventions, of men very pernicious, 1i. preface, Pa

3> book, p. 413.
J
Fennings, 1. p. §I1.
“fobnfon, his hiftory, 1. p. 49, 79, 129, 267, $40.
K

I&z;zgffonz, of Chrlﬁ not of this world, 1. p. 16¢, 222,
il. p. 157, 325, 352. But an infinite blefling

thereto, 11. p. 331, 373
K?ZC?Z%}'J';I P. 101, 490, 1l. D. 43,
L

Laws, of men fet above the laws of God, 1. p. 79,
. p. 179, Againft true liberty, il p. 139, 153;
193, 227, 239, 250, 254, 231.

Leud, a great oppreflor, 1. p. 63, it p. 283.

Liberty, ofconﬁ,lence,l D. 95, 118, 170, 189, 222,
246, 291, 348, §21, 1L p. 48, 157, Of will,
i, p. 356, Confiftent with necefiity, 11, p. 339,
357> 359 414

M |

Mafachaferts, firit chatter, 1. p. 59, 487, 517, Se-
cond charter, 1. appendix, p. 4, 1. p. 7. New
conftitution, 1. p. 322, 329.

Mather Increafe, his nobla teltimeny for- purity
and hiberty, 11. p. 23, 49. Taught 1t by experi-
€nce; 1. p. §19, £21.

Mather Cotton, not felf confiftent, 1i. p. 52,73 3775

Muayhew,
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Meybew, againft fovereign grace, ii. p. 219, 227,
738, Yet very angry at being deteted, 11, p.

228, 341.
N

Narmgmjef.;, 1. o 73s 91, 122, 1G2, 280 %GQ,
306, 338, 348, 419.
Neceffity, confiftent with hberty, 1. p. 339, 347,

359 414
-EngZamz’ firft principles thereof, 1, p. 2-—31,

43> 0. P. 2, 13, 336, 400. Declenfions there-
from, 1. p. 26, 33. Laiftof thelr1u161s,1 p. 520,

Newlights, caufe of the name, 1i. p. 134, 398.
O

Qatbs, difpenfed with, and new ones impofed, 1. p.
61, 62. Thisevil requned L. p. 518, 520.
Olney, the fecond minifter in Providence, 1. p,

g2, 112.
Ordination, and difmiffion of minifters, 1. p. 20, ii,

P- 273> 350, 4C3.

Pepperell, a riot there, 1. p. 323.
Peguots, war with them, 1. p. 75, 102, 121, 338,

Philip, his war, 1. p. 299, 306, 415.
Pbhareab, imitated in New-England, 11. p. $7.

Plymouth, how planted, 1. p. 34, 40, 11, P. 249,
Providence, how planted and named, 1. p. 71
Purgatory, held at Bofton, 11, p. 354.

- Quakers; arrival at Bofton, 1. p. 130, 207. 1.
fufferings, 1. p. 141, 307, 482, Difpute with

Wllhams,l p. 108, 44¢.
R

Rebellion, refiftance to tyranny fo called, i1. p. 132,
283, 309, 30¢.

Rebels, diftinguithed from fubjeéts, ii. p. 415.

Regenzration, effential to Chriftianity, i1, p. 23, 369,

400, 409,
’ Religion,
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Religion, whatitis, 1. p. 132, 157, 326, 352, Can-
not be fupported by force, p. 246, 327, 367, 404.

Rhbode-Iflond, their {everal forms of government, t.
P. 96, 118, 198, 280, 345, 347, 5§12, 529

Ridicule, a cruel kind of perfecution, 11. p. g5, 324.

Robbins, perfecuted, 1. p. 136, 178, 223.

Rabinfon, an eminent father of New-England, 1. .
2, 355 §15 493, 1. P- 13, 37, 336, 401.

Rogerenes, 1. p. 473, 486, 11. p. 103.

Rulers, the exact limits of their power, ii. p. 1¢7,

371, 401
S

Sebifmatics, who are fuch, 1. p. 388, 1. p. 50, 164,
225, 349; 405,

Separations, 11. p. 145, 164, 175, 346.

Seventh-day Baptifts, 1. p. 411, 475, §12,11. P. 358.

Salvation, univerfal, i1 p. 338, 353. Proved ro be
a falfe opinion, 11, p. 361, 369, 407.

Saybrook, a platform compofed there, 11, p. 3.
Renouncing it, and taking the word of God by
1ts place, efteemad rebelhon, 1. p. 179, 132,

Self, how 1t blinds mankind, 11, p. 86, 222, 246, 327.

Shakers, a new. {eét, 11. p. 410.

Stockbridpe, controverly about their difcipline, 1,
) 342

Stolddard, the nature and effeCts of his doétrine, i-.
p. 26, 33, 129, 188,

Synods, four of them, 1. p. 83, 190, 333, 387, 485,

il. p. 77. -

Tares, of the field, 1. p. 26, 161, 521, 1. p. 160,
191, 347-

Taxes, for minifters, impofed by the church on the
world, 1. p. 98, 100. Which was tyranny and roo-
bery, 1. p. 311, 521. Since by the world on the
church, which is imony, ii. p. 8, 24. In both
cafes partialityﬂwas eftablifhed by law, i1, p. 10,

154
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154, 208, 241, 242. It was taxing peopie where
they were not reprefented, wh‘ch meafure has
“been awfully requited, 11. p. 11, 285, 305, 366.
Tempt, is to claim God’s promifes, w 1thout regard
to his precepts, 11. p. 338.
Tennent, a powerful preacher, 11. p. 133, 142.
Truth, how held in unrighteoulnefs, ii. p. 400.
Type, how confounded with antitype, 1. p. 339, iI.
preface, p. 6, book, p. 368.
V

Vane Henry, 1. p. 76, 91, 118, 148, 155, 175, 168,
- 286, 288, 552.

W
Wallin, his letters, 11. p. §3, §8, 81, 119. |
Walton, againft Clark, 11. p. 113, 123. %

Wbeelwrngt bamfhed 1. p. 81, 157,

Whitefield, a powettul Preacher, i, P. 130, 170
Witcheraft, at Salem, 1. p. s,

" Williams, was for keeping church and State dif-
tinct, 1. p. §3. Banifhed therefor, 1. p. 57, 62, 66,
70, 156, Plants Providence, 1. p. 71.  Requites
good for evil, 1. p. 75, 88, 154,193, 339. Forms
the firft Baptift church in America, 1. p. 106.
Goes to England and procures a charter for a free
government; with the {ign of an ANCHOR on its

| pubhc feal, 1. p. 148, 154, 198, 349. Various
pleces of his, 1. p. 200, 204, 256, 285, 289, 293,
297, 421, 441, §13. His deathand charatter, 1.
p. 515, 516, His mitakes, 1. p. 453,11 P+ 94
Wmﬂaw, a Governor at Plymouth, 1. p. 43, 65,

74> 204, 338, 556. _
Winthrop, the firlt Governor at Bofton, i. p. 45,

56, 67, 82, 137,146, 499, §39.

Witneffes, of the two in Revelations, ii. p. 406.
Note, the chapters in the fecond volume begin in the fcl-
lowing pages, viz. p. 1, 20, 44, 68, 93, 109, 127, 144, 160,
184, 200, 217, 231, 246, 20¢, 282, 299, 322, 338, 357,

3751 395, 416; and the contents of ach chapter arg ag the bs
glnmng of | 15
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NEW-ENGLAND.

CHAP L

1. A firft Principle of thele Churches.
2. Of Witchceraft. 3. Unjuft At-

tempts to turn it againft the Bap-
tifts. 4. Oppreflive Laws. 5. Ef-
fe@s thereof. 6. Plymouth Pro-

- clamation. 7. Their Church Or-
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I, HE fathers of New-England came much

nearer to the apoftolic order of the church,
than moft other reformers had done. Dr. Cotton
Mather publifhed a {pecimen thereot in the year
1690, Says he, « A church (as the Greek nome
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for 1t allows us to think) is to confitt of 2 people
called ont from the ways of fin, by the powerful and
effectual work of God upon their fouls. Regene-
ratton 1s the thing without which a title unto facra-
ments 1s not 2 be pretended. Real regeneration
15 the thing wiich belore God renders men capable
of claiming {acraments; and vifible and exprefied
regeneration 1s that which before men enabies us
to make fuch a claim®,”  From the firft planting
of the country to 1662, none were ailowed to come
to the ordinance of the fupper, nor to bring thetr

infants to baptifm, without fuch a profef? fion. The

Iynod of that year opened a door for the chiidren
ot church members to bring their infants upon 2

lower profeffion ; though in the Maffachufetts a
proteflion of regener ation was ftill held to be necef-

fary, in order for coming to full communion, or
having a vote in the government, either of church

or ftate. This was effential to the nature of their
plan, of a holy covernment, in initation of the
church of Ifrzel. And for the church to govern
the world, for good men to govern bad ones,
feemed much more rational and {cripturzl, than for
the world to govern the church about foul-guides,
as they have done fince: Previous to which the

country was 1nvolved in moft deplorable circum-
{ftances. Their charter loft; their fea-coafts in-

fefted with privateers and pirates, and their fron-
tiers with favage enemies. An attempt to take
Quebec in 1690 was defeated, which enraged the
enemy the more againft them, and alfo mvolved
the country in a hea‘v_v debt; to difcharge which
paper money was firft made here, the effeéts where-
of were very pernicious,  Officers and people were

areatly

¢ Companion for communicants, px 29, 30; 37.
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areatly divided in.their minds about the caufes of
*hefe calamitics, and about what was the beft way
to remove them,  Aad in this junéture they were
slarmed. with an aspréhenfion that the powers of
hell were et loofe dpon them, which amazed and
confounded them inexpreflibly,  The fcene was
introduced in the following manner :

| IF A VARIETVY of boo&s, concerning witch-
craft,” had been pub‘iﬂled in Tondon and Boftor,
which were du erfed in NPW-Enﬁlanﬂ And near
the clofe of 1591, a young d::rdU"lLﬁ'l and a neice of
i Samuel Paris, mi fter of Salem villaze (row
]Janvers) with two other/girls in’ the m:;::hbou**
iooi'} made fuch’ L.omplamts of ddh ms  and inu-
ries ﬁ“pon their bodies, ‘that a phyiician p*‘onouncc*l
thém ' bewirched. “Heleupon an” Inidian woman,
f"om New- Spam that lived at the mmlf’cei shome
1rrwd {ome exveuments to find out ¢ the witeh, which
fhe. pmended to have been ufed to in'her own
CO‘“ﬂtl ¥ “This'coming to the LnowlLd%‘e of thofc
cluldren they 2 u.ufeu het o be ’n’s* the mtch of
appearing to L'u;m and w[m'mhh_ﬂ?»J },Uckmg aind tor-
menting of thewm; Teachiers, rulersahd people,

were fo mﬂch afre&f’d with this ca lelTV, a5 10 heep

-

davs of fafting and prayer fm its Teriov i firfe at
faid minifter's houfe, next ia the ’Lnl | n‘ rhen
through the Colony. . Such notice’ bcmg taken’of
and pity thown ta thofe children, “they increafed
h{i‘ll‘ complants ; and others adva.nccd hke accuia-
ttons, not only againit the Indian WO?’MH; but alfo
Lga*nﬂ: two other old women in the place, {o dhiat

2]l the threc were committed to prifon on March 1,

16g2. And this noife increaled, and fuch sccufa-
trons {pread, till about an hundred perfons Were
Jmpnfo,.led on that account. Inthe midft of which
diftrefs, on May 14, Sit William Phips, the Gover-

ner-
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nor, arrived at Bofton with their new charter, 1n
company with Dr. Increafe Mather, who procured
it.  The Governor and Council were {o much con-
cerned to purge this growing evil from the land,
that they did not wait for the meeting of the legif-
lature, to whom the conftituting of Courts of
Juftice belonged, but conftituted one themfelves,
whereof Lieutenant-Governor Stoughton was Prei-
dent, and by their fentence one woman was hanged on
June 10; and by September 22, they executed {even
men and thirteen women; after which that Court
was diffoived. And by the time that a Court of
Opyer and Terminer was conftituted according to
charter, rulers and minifters were {o far convinced
that they had ated upon wrong principles, and had
alfo admitted the teftimony of accufers without
fuffictent care and caution, that all the reft of the
accufed were either acquitted upon trial, or par-
doned by authority. A firft principle that they
atted upon in thofe condemnations was, that God
in his providence would not {uffer the devil to
appear tq and affliét any in the thape of an innocent
perfon.  And they admitted one accufer to one
inftance, and another to another, of thofe {pectoral
appearances, to make up two witnefles.  They alfo
who would confefs themfelves to be witches, were
admitted as witneffes againft others. And, fays a
gentleman who was a careful obferver of thoie
tranfaltions, ¢ Thefe confeffors, by their plaufible
confeffions and accufations of others, begetting cre-
dit, have been 2 great, if not the greateft engine of
Satan to carry on the accufing and apprehending of
others, until this matter came to fuch a height, that,
if it had not been ftopped, might have brought the
beft Chriftians in the country under the imputation

éf that abomination, and have involved all 1n con-
fufion
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fufion and blood*.” Deplomble indeed was th¢
cafe of New-England at that ume; though we a
affureq, by men uho have f{earched fullv INto the
matt(‘r, th'i.t d gi‘ﬁ’atcr number of perfem WEIC N0~
cuted for witchcralt in only one county tn bngland,
even 1n the loofe reign of Charies the fecond, than
all that were put to death here; and alfo that thele
executions were under the influence of laws and
precedents from thencel. But this being a new
~ country, it was more taken notice of, and was more
feverely felt than there.

1. W’E cannot find that the Baptifts had any hand
in thofe confufed and bloody proceedings; yet
much pains have been taken to turn the fame agawnit
them, A late minifter of Danvers, the place where
thofe delufions began, fays, ¢ It is reported o
witches, and thofe that hold unlawful commerce
with evil {pirits, that in order to their entering into
confederacy with them, they are {olicited to re-
nounce their baptifm, even though received in in-
fancy ; which thews, that fuch a renunciation of
baptifm, which Dr. Gill pleads for and commends,
1s matter of great impiety).” What Dr. Gill plead-
ed for, was the renouncing of infant fprinkling,
and the practifing of believer's bapti{m, ’i(‘COIdlnf*
to primitive inftitution. But how far was that
{from the witchcraft at Danvers or Salem! The
plaineft inftances of any mention of baptifm there-
in were as follow. In the examination of 2 woman
before authority, July 21, 1692, were thefe quel-
tions and anfwers, viz. ¢ Q, Goody Lacey! how
many years ago fince they were baptized? A.

Three

* A modeft enquiry into the nature of witchcraft, by Joh
tlale, minifter of Beverly, 1697, p. 78.

1 Hale, p. 25, 26, 69. Hutchinfon, vol. 2, p. 16, 22, 6q.
| Clark agamﬁ G111 175% P- 33
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Three or four years ago, I {uppofe. Q Who
baptized them? A. The old fer pent. Q. How
didhe doit? A. He dipped their heads in th:: Wa-
ter, faying they were his, and that he had power over
them. Q. Where was this? A. At Falls River,

Q. How many were baptized thatday? A, Some
of the chief, I think there were {ix baptized. Q.
Name them. A. T think they were of the higher
powers.”  Alfo Capt. Ofgood’s wite, of Andover,

was made to confefs, that (he with others. had been
carried through the.air to a certain pond, where
the devil dipped her face in the water, and made her
renounce her former baptifm.  But fhe, with five
others in prifon, gave in a retraltion of their confel-
lions to the Court, wherein they declared that they
were amazed and affrighted out of their reafon, by
fome gentlemen who told them they knew they were
w1tches, and therefore they affented to what was
fuggefted to them, as the only way they had left to
fave their lives; but when they came to be better
compofed they profefled that they were innocent

and ignorant of fuch things. And fifty-three of their
neighbotirs gave in a written teftimony to the Court,
that they believed this to be an honeft retration ;
one of whom was Dudley Bradftreet, E{q; Mr.
Parris and’ other minifters were very officious in
thofeexamlnatlonsof erfonsaccufed of witchcraft*;
and fixty years after Mr Clark muft bring up the
fame, to prove that « Renouncing of his ear‘v de-
dication muft appear fuch an inftance of #mpiety, as
to a confiderate perfon were enough to put a flop
to-his proceedings, how inclinable foever he might

be to thofe principles on other accounts|.” Such
methods have they taken to frighten people from
{ceing

* Hutchinfon's hiftory, vel, 2, p. 31, 36; 4044
K Againft Gill, p. 33.’
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feeing with thelr own eyes, and from acting accord-
ing to their own judgments, In the great concerns
of the {oul and eternity.

IV. Tue fecond Maffachufetts charter, whick
was dated Octoker 77, 1691, allowed eauval liber-
ty of confcience to all Chriftians, except Papifts.
The firft General Court under it met at Bofioa
June 9, 1692, to whom Dr. Cotton Mather de-
livered 2 fermon, wherein he f{aid, ¢« The civil
Magiftrate is moft properly the officer of human
{ociety, and a Chriftian, by nonconformity to this
or that impofed way of worfhip, does not breck
the terins on which he is to enjoy the benefits of
human fociety.” And ten years after he publifhed
this and other paffages, mn his hiftory of New-
England, and faid he would thereby ftop the noife
about perfecution therein®. But how could that
be done? for he {aid, « The General Affembly
may, by their alts, give a diftinguifbing encou-
ragement unto the religion which is the generq!
profeffion of the inhabitants§,”  That is, may em-
power fome tojudge for others about worfhip, and
to enforce thewr judgments with the fword ; which
s the root of the worft perfecutions in the world.
He knew that fuch alts as he fpake of could not take
place here withoutthe royal affent; yet faid he ““1am
verily perfuaded, that the nearnefs of our depen-
dence on the crown will be found one of our moft
glorious advantages.” His reafon therefor is, its
oiving them a greater fecunty in future fhaking
rimes, But experience has now demonftrated, that
it 15 better to trult in the Lord than to put confi-
dence in Princes. He in that fermon called
Cambridge college ¢ A river, the fireams whereof

made

* Magnalia, b. 7. p. 28, 29.
§ Account of his father’s lide, p. 143,
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made glad the city of Godt;” which method ot
applying thofe words of divine revelation to human
{chools, is doubtlefs a perverting of them ; and is
a way which has done much hurt to mankind.
Chriftians are required to withdraw from fuch as
{uppofe that gain 15 godlinefs; yet now a freehold
worth forty thillings a year, or other eftate worth
fifty pounds (whlch was foon after reduced to forty)
gave every inhabitant a right to vote for legiflators ;

and an Affembly {o ele&ed in their {eflion at Bo{’con
October 12, 169:1, enacted,— That the inha-
bitants of each town within this Province fhall take
due care, from time to time, to be conftantly pro-
vided of an able, learned and orthodox minifter or
minifters, of good converfation, to difpenfe the
word of God to them ; which minifter or minifters
fhall be fuitably encouraged, and fufhciently fupport-
ed and maintained, by the inHabitants of fuch town.
And all contralts, agreements and orders, hereto-
fore made, or that fhall hereafter be made, bu
the inhabitants of any town within this Province,
refpecting their minifters or {chool- mafters, as to
their fettlement or maintenance, fhall remain good
and valid, according to the true intent thereof,
the whole time for which they were or fhall be
made, 1n all the particulars thercof, and fhall ac-
cordingly be purfued, put in execution, and ful-
filled. And where there 1s no contralt and agree-
ment made in any town, refpeting the fupport and
maintenance of the miniftry, or when the fame
happens to be expired, and the inhabitants of fuch
rown fhall negleét to make fuitable provifion
therein, upon complaint thereof made unto the
Quarter Seffions of the Peace for the county where

fuch town lies, the {faid Court fhall, and hereby
are

+ Seid fermon, p. 57, 66, 87



11692.] oF NEW-ENGLAND, .

are empowered to order a competent allowance
unto fuch munilter, according to the eftate and abi-
lity of the town, the fame to be affeffed upon the
inhabitants, by warrant from the Court, diretted
to the Select-Men, who are thereupon to proceed
to make and apportion {uch affeffment 1 manne:
as 1s direCted for other public charges, and to
caufe the {fame to be Jevied by the conftables of fuch
town, by warrant under the hands of the Selett-
Men, or of the town-clerk by their order.

« Be 1t further epmatted, that where any town
fhall be deltitute of a minifter qualified as atorefaid,
and fhall fo continue by the {pace of fix months,
not having taken due care for the procuring, iet-
thing and encouragement of fuch a minifter, the
{ame being made to appear upon complaint unto
their Majefties Juftices of the General Seflions of
the Peace of the county, the {aid Court fhall and
hereby are empowered to make an order upon every
{uch defective town, ipeedily to provide themfelves
of {fuch a minifter as aforefaid, by the next {effions
at the furtheft; andin cafe fuch order be not com-
plied with, then the faid Court thall take effeGtual
care to procure and fettle a mimfter qualified as
aforefaid, and order the charge thereof, and of
fuch minifter’s maintenance, to be levied on the 1n-
habitants of fuch rown.

«« Anp. 1t 1s further enalted, that the re-
{pettive churches, in the {feveral towns within this
Provmce, {hall at all times hereafter ufe, exercife
and enjoy, all their privileges and freedoms re-
ipeting divine worfhip, church order and difci-
pline; and fhall be encouraged in the peaceable
and regular profeffion and prattice thereof.

« AND further it is enatted, that every minifter,

beipg a perfon of good converfanon, able, learned
a,nd
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and orthodox, that thall be chofen by the major
part of the innabitants of any town, at 2 town-
meeting duly warned for that purpofe (notice being
given to the inhabitants fifteen days before the
time of fuch meeting} fhail be the minifter of {uch
town ; and the whole town fhall be obliged to pay
towards his fectlement and maintenance, each mar
his feveral proportion thereof.”

Tury had here entered upon a new and untried
{cene; and the glaring contradiction betwixt the
two laft paragraphs of this law, with their finding
"that fome towns had more than one church therein,
as alfo that Bofton would not fubmit to 1t, caufed
the Aflembly, in their next feffion of February 8,
1693, to repeal thofe two paragraphs, and 1n ad-
dition to the reft of that law to enalt, < That each
refpedtive gathered church, in any town or place
within this Province, that at any ume fhall be
in want of a minifter, fuch church fhall have
power, according to the direCtions given in the
word of God, to choofe their own mimiter;”
yet not to fettle him without the concurrence of the
majority of voters in town affairs, who ufually
meet therewith for worthip; but that being ob-
tained, then <all the inhabitants and rateable eftates
lying within fuch town, or part of a town, or
place, limited by law for upholding the public
worfhip of God, fhall be obliged to pay in pro-
-portion towards the minifter’s fettlement and
fupport.  Provided, that nothing herein con-
tained is intended, or fhall be conftrued to ex-
tend, to abridge the inhabitants of Bofton of their
accuftomed way and pratice, as to the choice
and maintenance of their minifters.”

V. Here it is to be noted, that like caufes-may

ever be expected to produce like effects.  One of
) e | our
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our moft effential rights is not to be taxed where we
are’ not reprefented.  And 1t 1s moft certain, that
a civil legiflature are not our religious reprefenta-
tives; and in order then to tax the country to re-
liglous teachers, they were abridged of the rights
which Bofton would not part with, So when Go-
vernor Hutchinfon was purfuing the {cheme, In
1769, of having America taxed by Britain, he faid,

< there muft be an abridgement of what are called
Englifh liberties.” But the bloody effets of
that attempt, are a loud warning o all afrer ages.
The Aflembly went on, 1 faid law, to empower
the rateable inhabitants of any town where no
church was gathered, to call and fettle a minufter,
by the advice and direction of three neighbouring
ordained minufters, who fheuld be {upported as
others were; and-alfo to enatt, that if any town or
place neglected to obey thefe laws, their Select-Men,
or other officers, thould be convented before their
county Court, and, upon conviétion of fuch neglet,
be fined Forty Shlllmws for the firft ofren(:e, and
Four Pounds for every r after conviftion.  As a fruit

of which, a warrant was fent from Briftol Court,
““ requiring the town-of Swanzey to choofe a mini-
{ter according to law.” The town met upon it
Auguft 28, and adjourned to Ocober 17, 1693,
when they concluded to report to the Court, that
klder Samuel Luther was therr minifter®. He
was ordained paftor of the firlt church there, July
22, 1685, by the affiftance of the Elders Hull and
Emblen, of Bofton. And the rulers of Plymouth
Colony had publicly owned him in that office; one
inftance whereof take as follows.

«“« VI. At a Court of Affiftants held at Ply-
mouth, the firlt Tuefday of Augutt, 1690; it being

manifeit

* Swanzey town records.
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manifeft that the Lord our-God calls his poor peo-
ple in this wildernefs to great humiliation and
mourning, for thofe awful tokens of his difpleafure

that are upon us, and our manifold fins, the pro-
curing caufe thereof the Governor and Councﬂ
do therefme commend 1t to all the churches of
God and people in this Colony, to fet apart and
obferve the laft day of this inftant as a day of fo-
lemn fafting and prayer, wherein to deprecate thofe
heavy Judcrments impending, and to Intreat the
Lord to take away all our iniquities, and receive us
gracioufly : Particularly that God would profper
the Agents of the country In their weighty nego-
ciation in the other England ; that our addrefs may
be accepted with our Lord the King, and we may
have a fettled eftablifhment of our ancient liber-
ties and privileges, facred and civil; that God
would call back the commiffion he hath given to
the {fword of the enemy to be drawn among us,

and direft and manage all the counfels of his fer-
vants in this dark and difficult day of war, and
aive fuccefs m the deftruction of our adverfares,
and reftore peace to us; that contagious and afflic-
tive diftrefles may be removed ; that the neceffities
of the poor may be fupplied, and the judgment ot
fcarcity and famine prevented ; and that God would
blefs the labours of our hands, and give both
feedtime and harveft; and that in 2 way of humi-
liation and reformation we may be prepared to meet
God, and wait for him in the way of his judgments,

and that mercy may be the latter end of all his dif-
penfations to us.

| Per order of the abovefaid Court,

SAMUEL Spracug, Recorder.”
To Myr. Samuel Luther, Elder of the church of
Swanzey, for him to communicate to the
church and congrezation there,

. VII,
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VII. Twis I carefully copied from the original,
preferved 1n Elder Luther’s family; and Briftol

Court could not be ignorantof his being thus owned
as the {ettled minifter of Swanzcy ; yet this attempt
muft be made for the other denomination, though
they have never been able to {et up their worfhip
in that town to thisday. A ifecond Baptift church
was formed therein, and Mr. Thomas Barnes was
orcained paftor of it1n 1693. It may be fervicea-
ble to enquire into the reafon of their being fo
much better treated when under Plymouth govern-
ment, than they were after they were incorporated
with the Maffachufetts.

Prvmouth people were taught in Holland, that
the church was the fchool wherein Chnﬂ: trained
up his miniftcrs 5 though they were far from de-
{pifing human leas ning in its place.  One of their
proofs was the 1460 chapter of the firft epiftle
to the Coriﬂt?‘f?*I 55 upon which their learned paf-
tor, Mr. Rabiafon, made the following remarks,
Says he, ¢ That the Apoi‘cle in this chapter curelts
the church in the ufe of extraordinary mﬁs, 1S
moft evident: Ileither will I deny but that the
officers are to ¢uide and order this aétion of pro-
phefying, as all other public bulinefs, yea, even
thete wherein the brethren have greatef’c liberty
But that he intends the eltablifhing of, and fo
takes order, and gives direttion for an ordinary
conftant exercife 1n the -church, even by men
out of office, I do manifeft by thefe reafons.
(1.) Becaufe the apoftle fpeaks of the minifiration
of a gift or grace, common to all perfons, as well
brethren as minifters, ordinary as extraordinary,
and that at all times, which 1s Jove; as alfo of
fuch fruits and effects of that grace, as are no lefs

common to all than the grace itfelf, nor of lefs
continu-
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céntmuance in the churches of Chrift, to wit, of
¢d ffcatmz, e,t}:artatzan and comfort, ver, 3, compared

thh t Thef, v. 11, 14. (2.) In ver. a1, he
pérrmts all to g}rapbg[y, and fpeaks as largely of pro-
h@fymg as of Jearning, and receiving comfort. Buc
ﬁ:ﬁ any thould objeé, may women alfo prophefy ?
the apoftle prevents that objection, and it may be
reproves that diforder amongft the Corinthians,
ver. 34, by 4 flat inhibition, enjoining them ex-
Preﬂy to keep filence 1n the church, in the prefence
of men, to whom they ought to be fubjeét, and to
learn at home of their hufbands, and not by teach-
ing men to ufurp authority over them, 1 Tim.
1. 1T, 12, which men in prophefying do lawfully
ufe. (3.) Now in that Paul forbids women, he
gives liberty to all men, gifted accordingly, op-
pofing women to men, fex to {ex, and not women
to officers, which were frivolous. And again, 1n
reltraining women, he fhews his meaning to be
of ordinary, not extraordinary pr0phefy1ng, for
women 1mmediately and extraordinarily infpired
might fpeak without reftraint, Lxod. xv. a0,
Judg. 1v. 4, Luke il 36. (4.) The prophets here
{fpoken of were not extraordinary, becaufe their
dodtrines were to be judged by other prophets, and
their fpirits to be fubjef? unto the Jpirits of others,
ver. 29, 32 ; whereas the dotrines of the extraor-
dinary prophets were neither fubjet to nor to
be judged by any; but they, as the Apoftles, be-
ing immediately infpired, were the foundetion upon
which the church was built, ¥ efus Chrift bimfelf
being the chief corner flone, Eph i1, 20, and 111, &,
(5.) The apoftle makes a propher und a man
Jpiritual all one, whom he further defcribes, not
by any extraordinary gift, but. by that common

Chriftian grace of fubmiffion unto the things be
7 ;t&r 3
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writes, as the commandments of the Lord : Unto
whom he oppofeth a man wiltully ignorant, ver. 37,

38, teaching us, that he doth not meafure a pro-
phet, in this place, either by the office of miniftry,
or by any extraordinary prophetical gift, but by
the common Chriftian gift of fpiritual difcerning.
6.) It 1s the commandment of the Lord by the
apottle, that a difbep muft be aps fo seach, and that
iuch elders or bifhops be called as are able f0 ex-
bort with found doflrine, and to convince the gzzngfayer.r
Now except men, before they be in office, may be
permitted to manifeft their gifts, in dofrine and
prayer, which are the two main works requiring’
fpecial qualification in the teaching elders, how
fhall the church (which 1s to choofe them) take
knowledge of their fufficiency, that with faith and
good confcience they may call them, and fubmit
unto them for their guides +¢”
VIII. Now, as the church of Plymouth had al-
ways acted upon thefe principles, it was eafy for
them to look upon Elder Luther as a minifter of
Chrift, whofe church was of the fame mind about
that point of gofpel order. But a minifter of
chief note among the Maflachufetts fays, ¢« That
cuftom, of the prophefying of private brethren,
was not obferved 1n any of the churches of New-
Fngland befides themfelves: The minifters of the
‘efpective churches there not being fo well fatisfied
:n the way thereof as Mr. Robmfon was, The moft
judicious and leading elders among faid churches,
as Mr. Cotton, &c. that were not abfolutely againit
the thing, were yet afraid that the wantonnefs of
the prefent age would not well bear fuch a liberty
a5 that great light of thefe churches exprcﬁ'ed to

a per-

1 Robinfon againft Bernard, p. 236, 237.
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a perfon of great quallty, to whom he bore no fmall
refpe& 3 few hours before he depert{,d this life 7.”

But Mr. Robinfon fays, < It 1s apparent, both in

the fcriptures and ecclefiaftical writers, that not
only pride and contention, but herefy, and almoft
all other evils, have {prung from the officers and
governors of the church. And furely nothing
hath more in former days advanced, nor doth at
“this day more uphold the throne of Ant1chnﬁ than
the people’s difcharging themlelves of the care of
public affairs in the church, 'on the one fide, and
the priefts and prelates arrogating all to themfelves
on the othert.”

- IX. Two brethren of Plymouth church were
ordained paftors of other churches in 1694. One
of them was Mr. Jonathan Donham, who was
ordained at Edgarton, on Martha’s Vineyard. The
other was at Middleborough, fourteen miles weft
of Plymouth. About fixteen families began to
plant here a little betore Philip’s war; who moved:
away when the war broke out, and returned again
after it was over; and Mr. Samuel Fuller preached
to them till a church was conftituted among them
this year, and he was ordained their 1{*01' The
fettlement of Dartmouth began about the fame timc
with Middleborough, and their firt teacher was
alfo from P]ymouth but not in the fame way.
His name was John Cooke, who was a deacon in
Plymouth church for fome years; but was caft out
of 1t in the latter part of Mr. Reyner’s miniftry
there, who left them 1n November, 16¢4. Itisfaid
that Cooke was excommunicated for having been
the author of much diffention and divifion, and for

aftér-

i Hubbard.
+ Robinfon,. p. 204.
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afterwards running into fectarian and Anabaptiftical
principles. And alfo that Reyner’s removal was
partly occafioned by the unfettlednefs of the church,

* Too many of the members being leavened with
prejudices againft a Jearned mimftry, by means
of fefaries chen {fpreading through the land*.”
Some light concerning them may be gathered from
the following fa&s. Plymouth church took much
pains to obtain learned paftors, if they were other-
wife well qualified; bur they refufed to be con-
fined to human fchools for mimfters, or to compel
the- world to fupport them. They laboured hard
to get the learned Mr, Charles Chauncy to fettle
as a colleague with Mr. Reyner; but Mr. Chauncy
could not confent to it, becaufe gofpel bapufm
appeared to him to be dipping, and that fprinkling for
baptifm was unlawful, as their church records wit-
nefs. In 1650 a feparation commenced at Re-
hoboth, becaufe Mr, Newman, their minifter, with
fix others, affumed all the power of church govern-
ment to themfelves, under the name of ¢ The
church reprefentative].” . YFor this ufurpation a
number of the church withdrew, and fet up wor-
fhip by themfelves; and the mintiters tried hard to
move Plymouth Court to fupprefs them by force,
but could not prevail therein. Thefe people {foon
after became Baptifts; and one of them was moft
fnamefully and cruelly perfecuted the next year at
Bofton. By fearching into thefe matters, Mr. Dun-~
ftar, Prefident of Harvard college, was brought
openly to renounce infant baptifm. And feemg
the temper which was difcovered in the Maffa-
chuffetts, he removed into Plymouth Colony, the

L. - Very

* Plymouth regifter, p. 4, 12,
§ Claskg’s narmative; po 244
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- very year that Reyner moved out of it; as feveral
other minifters alfo did about that time, becaule
they could not bring Plymouth rulers into the
ufe of tax and compulfion for their fupport. (Vol,
I, p. 282—-284, 320.) And though Reyner ex-
communicated Cooke, yet, not being able to bring
the church into all his meafures, he left them, and
robbed them of their church-records, which they
never recovered ; fo that what records Plymouth
church now has, were afterwards colleéted from
memory and private writings. Thefe falts may
help the reader in forming a judgment of what
Cooke’s feftarian principles were, and alfo how he
came by them. His pofterity inform me, that he
was a Baptit, and that he preached the doctrine of
eleftion, with the other doltrines of fovereign
grace, in Dartmouth for a number of years. And
it appears by Mr. Samuel Hubbard’s letters, that
- a Baptift church was formed upon the weft botders
of Dartmouth, in the year 1685, whercin Hugh
Mofier and Aaron Davis were principal leaders;
which church is" continued by fucceffion to this
day; though the Quakers are the moft numerous
of any one feét in'that town. |

X. On Augutft 24, 1695, the church of Middle-
boroughwasbereavedof theirbeloved paftor,zt. 66 ;
<« A great lofs to the place, faid Mr. Cotton, he
being a fincere godly man, and ufeful preacher.”
Mr. faac Cufhman, another member of Plymouth
church, was invited to fucceed him; but having a
call at Plymiton (betwixt here and Plymouth) at the
fame time, he accepted it; and was ordained there
in 1698*; and was continued a great bleffing to

them

* Mr. John Cotton, above referred to, was fon to the famous
winilier of that nume in Boften, k¢ wayminifter ag Plymonth
) - about.



-'[;1595'.] or NEW-ENGLAND. 15

them for about forty years. But thirteen minifters,
in and near Bofton, publifhed a letter of advice to
the churches, dated December 28, 1699, 1n the 8th
page of which they reprefent it to be a jefustical prin-
«iple for any to hold, < That t//iterate men may be
ferviceable and admirable preachers.”. This with
other things moved their churches to look only to
colleges for minifters for a loag time after. In the
mean while,as the empowering the world tocontroul
the church in the choice of paftors was an untried
path to them, it took them three years to find out
what to do, when a parifh did not concur with the
church therein. But when the Aflembly met at
Bofton, May 29, 1695, they enatted, that in futh a
cafe the church fhould call a council of three or five
neighbouring churches, who fhould decide the con-
troverly thus : If the council approved of the per-
fon elefted, the parith muft fubmit and fupport him;
if not, then the church muft give up their choice,
and call another minifter, and in this-method they
have proceeded ever {ince. And 1t may be fervice-
able to hear the judgment of a number of their
moft eminent men, about the fiate of religion in
New-England in thofe times, -

about 30 years, till contentions about the above points of church
order occafioned his difmiflion, by advice of a council in 1697,
and the next year he went and gathered a Congregational church
in Charleftown, South-Carolina, where be died much lamented
-‘szptcmber 18, 1699. P{yﬂmm‘b repifler, .21, 22.

. HAP.
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CHAP I

1. Declenfions defcribed and lament-

~ed, by Mr. Prince. 2. Willard
and Torrey. 3.Mitchel. 4.Ma-
ther. 5. Willard. 6. Stoddard’s
Errors. 7. Epifcopal Society in-
corporated. 8. Arbitrary Laws
and Propofals. 9. Quakers At-
tempts againft them. 10. Some
Revival, and {ome Baptift Letters.
11. Other Churches corrupted.
12. And enflaved. 13. Oppofi-
tion thereto at Norwich. 14. A
tew Things concerning the Baptifts.

1./ \H E learned and pious Mr. Thomas Prince

fays, ¢« The fecond generation rifing and
sgrowing thick on the ftage, a little after 1660,
there began to appear a decay; and this 1ncreafed
t0 1670, when it grew vifible and threatening, and
was generally complained of and bewailed bitterly
by the pious among them; and yet much more
to 1680, when but few of the firlt generation re-
mamed.” One of his proofs hereof 1s what Mr.
William Stoughton delivered in an election {ermon
at Bofton, April 29, 1668 ; when he faid, « The
death and removal of the Lord’s eminent {ervants,
in one rank and in another, hath manifefted the
fie in many of us. Whilft they lived, their Pie?{

an
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and zcal, their light and life, their counfels and
authozity5 heir evamples and awe, kept us right,
and drew us on in the ways of God, to profefs and
pratife the beft things. But now they are gone,
ah ! how doth the unfoundncfs, the rottennefs and
hypocrify of too many amongus make itfelf known,

as it was with Joafh after the death of Jehoiadaj!”
Other of his proofs arein vol. 1. p. 405, 406,

II. In 1680 Mr. Willard aid, ¢ Be fure, when
the glory of God and the fpmtual good. of your
brother requires it, that you carry on your reproofs
to conviction.. There are fome things that arife
only from fudden paffion, and there a tranfient
rebuke may be enough: Other things may be de-
liberate, and men are led into them more ¢radu-
ally ; they may alfo be eminently 1eoroanhful to
religion, and a dangerous {nare to the fouls of them
that_are tempted ; our connivance in fuch cafes
may not only blemifh our profeffion, but be a
oreat hazard to it alfo. At fuchtimes, and in fuch
cafe, you lreak your covenantif you fuffer fin in
your brother, without ufing all the means which:
Chrift hath prefcnbed and in the order he hath
prefcribed them, till the end be obtained. If pri-
vate admonition followed with gentlenefs and pa-
tience will not gain, but they ftill perfilt 1 evil
courfes, or are not humbled . for fuch faults, you
muft proceed by fteps as far as Chrift has bid you.
And I believe there is no, one thing wherein the
covenant 1s more univerfally broken, than in ne-
gleét of this duty ; and if the ufe of thefe ordinances
thall once come to ceafe among the churches, jand
the fins of church members be not regulazly fup-

prefled,

| Chriftian hift. vol. 1..p. 94, 95. In 1671 Mr: Stoughton
was eleCted into the Council, and he. died there Lleut. Gov. in
’702:
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prelted, by reafon of the unfaithfulne(s of brethren,
sehigrion’ ‘will languith, and the power of godlinefs
faik, °-Jt is not the extending of the covenant to
Chiiftians ‘(ds’ fome dream) but the neglett of
covenant-duties towards them, that is like to be
the bane of our profeffion, if any thing, Eli
induilged his fons, and one profeffor indulgeth
another ; and it 1s to be feared, that if this were
fearched to the bottom, 1t would be found that the
original of it is felf-indulgence, and that when
men wink at fcandals in their brethren, it 1s be-
édufe they expett the like in way of retahation:
And if things once come to this pafs, let any {ober
and prudent man conjeture whether this be not
the way t0 cherifh apofiafy.” Dr. Increafe Mather,
in the preface, gave a fpectal recommendation of
this paffage®*. Three years after another of their
fathers, who was minifter at Weymouth, delivered .
a fermon before their Legiflature, which he called,
A plea for’ the life of dying religion ; wherein he faid,
« There 15 already a great death upon religion,
little more left than a name to live.—Confider we
then how much it is dying refpecting the Beinc of
it, by the general failure of the work of ConvEr-
s1oN ;- whereby ovLy it is that religion 1s propagat-
ed, ‘continued, and. upheld in being among any
people. As converting work doth ceafe, {o doth
reéligion ‘die away; though more infenfibly, yet
moft irfecoverably.~How much 1s 1t dying, re-
{pefting the vifible profeflion and practice of 1,
partly by the formalty of churches, but more by
the hypocrify and apoftafy of formal hypocritical
profeffors§?”* .- -

* Willard on sovenant keeping, p. 110, 111,
§ Torrey’s elelich fermon-at Bofton, May 16, 1683, p. 11,
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1. Tue life of Mr. Jonathan Mitchel was pub-
lithed in 16¢7; and Dr. Increafe Mather dedicated
this work, which his fon had compiled, to the church
and college at Cambridge ; to whom he faid, «Dxr.
Owen has evinced, that the letting go this principle,
that particular churches ought to confift of REGENE-
RATE PERsowns, brought in the GREAT APOSTASY
of the Chriftian church. The way to prevent the
like apoftafy in thefe churches, is to require an
account of thofe that offer themielves to com-
munion therein, concerning the work of God on thesr
Jouls, as well as concerning their knowledge and
belief.—~Mr. Mitchel fays, the over-enlarging of
full communion, or admiffion of perfons thereto,
upon flight qualifications, without infifting upon
the practical and fpiritual part of religion, will not
only lofe the power of godlinefs, but in a little
time bring in profanenefs, and ruin the churches,
thefe two ways. 1. Ele&ion of minifters will foon
be cartied by a formal loofer forr, 2. The exer-
cife of difcipline will by this means be rendered
impoflible. Difcipline falling, profanenefs rifeth
like a flood ; for the major part wanting zeal againit
fin, will fofter licentioufnefs. It 1s not fetting down
good rules and dire&ions, that will falve it; for
the {pecification of government is from men, not
from laws. Let never {o good a form of govern-
ment be agreed upon, it will {foon degenerate, if
the inftruments that manage it be not good§.”
When Mr, Mitchel wrote this, abour 1664, he
had no idea of paftors being eletted 1n New-Eng-
land by any others but communicants; and gives
thefe weighty reafons againft admitting fuch upon
flight qualifications, which Dr. Mather, then Pre-
fident of the college, endeavoured to enforce.

V.
§ Said d:cdicagibﬁ, p. 16, 17,
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IV, In the yearyyo0 Mather publithed another
book, which he dedicated to the churches of Chrift
in New-England ; to whom he faid, « The Con-
gregational church difcipline is not fuited for a
worldly intereft, or a formal generation of profeffors.
It will ftand or fall as godlinefs, in the power of it,
does prevail, or otherwife: That there is a great
decay of the power of religion throughout all New-,
England is lamentably true; if that revive, ‘there
will be no fear of departing from the holy dif¢ipline
of the churches of Chrift.—If the begun apoftafy
fhould proceed as faft, the next thirty years, asit has
done thefe laft, furely it will come to that in New-
England (except the gofpel itfelf depart with the
order of it) that the moft confcientious people
therein will think themfelves concerned to gather
churches out of churches.”. He goes on to caution
and warn them againft many evils; one of which 1s
‘a dull formality in relations of experiences, in order
for admiffion to communion. And he then {ays,
« There are reports, as if in {ome churches per{ons
have brought written relations, firlt to the minifter
and then to the church, which were not of their
own di¢tating, but devifed by others for them. I
hope thefe reports have nothing of truth in them ;
but if they have, I am fure that fuch /liars fo the
Holy Ghoff have exceedingly provoked the Lord.”
Another evil which he warns the churches againtt,
is admitting any but communicants to vote for
paftors; and he cites Aétsi. 26, vi. 235, XIV. 23,
to prove that God has plainly given this privilege
¢ To the brethren of particular churches;” and de-
clares it to be ¢ Simonical to affirm, that this facred
privilege may be paurchafed with money*.” Tg:is

tefti-

* Vindication of thg grder of the gofpel in New-England, pe
11, 12, 38, 67, 08,
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eftimony was then given by one of the m oft emi-
nent minifters in the land, who had been Prefident.
of Harvard college about twenty years; but by
unfair means he was removed from that office the
lext year®,

V. Mg, Willard al{o publilhed a difcourfe in the
vear 1700, inutuled, The poreis of the tiines dife /:?}ed
in which he faid, < That there 1s a form of godlinefs
mong us 1S mamrcfi but the great enquiry Is,

whether there be not too much of a genua] denymg
of the power of it: YWhence e‘fe s 1t, that there be
fuch things as thele that follow to be obterved ¢
that there 15 fuch a prevalency of {o many im-
moralitics among prozef{ors ? that there is {o little
{fuccefs of the Hufﬁdf‘ how few thorough conver-
[;ons to be obfervcd ow fearce and feidoimn 2t
hath been a freqmm o.)i vation, that if cne gene-
ration begins to decl*ne, the next that fo.iow:,

ufually grows worle, and fo on, until God pours
out his fpmt 4gain upon them. The decays
which we already languifh under are fad ; and what
tokens are on our children, that it is like to be
betrer hereatter? God be thanked that there are
fome among them that promife well; but alas, how
doth vanity abound amonge them ! How do young
profeffors grow weary of the ftrict profefiion of their
fathers, and become aifputants for the things
which their progenitors forfook a pleafant land for
the avoidance of?” And forty years after Mr.
Prince faid, ©“ We have been gencmlly OrOWINg
worfe and worfe ever fince t+.”

V1. Tue greateft evils that our fathers came here
to avold, were the mixture of worthy and unworthy

communicants 1n the churches, and the tyranny of
E  fecular

* His life, p. 173.
+ Chuiftian hxﬂory, vol. 1. p. 100, 103, 108,
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fecular and minifterial Courts over them; but thefe
evils were now coming in like a flood upon New-
England. A church was formed in Brattle-ftreet,
Bofton, it 1699, with a profefled defign of not
requiring fuch a {trict profeflion of communicants
as their fathers did. And Dr. Coleman, their
minifter, was judged to have the chief hand in
publithing an anonymous anfwer to Prefident Ma-
ther’s vindication of their former order. And a
difcourfe was printed 1n London, in 1700, wrote
by Mr. Solomon Stoddard, of Northanipton, where-
in he blends the Jewith and Chrigtian difpenfations
together, 1n fuch a_manner as to hold, that as all
who were circumcifed were obliged to keep the
paflover, fo that all who were baptized ought to
come to the Lord’s fupper, yea, ¢ Though they
know themfelves to be in a natural condition.” And
by confounding the work of Jewifh and Chriftian
officers together, he afferted that the power of ad-
mitting, cenf{uring, and reftoring of members, is
wholly invelted in the elders, o that «“The bre-
thren of the church are not to intermeddle with-1¢.”
When any of them, though they were unjuftly
dealt with, they might appeal to a claffical, pro-
yincial and national judicature. And {ays he, < A
national {ynod 1s the highelt ecciefiaftical autho-
rity upon earth -—hvery man muft ftand to the

judgment of the national fynod, Deut. xvit. 121.”
THEsE are the words of a minifter of great note
in New-England, whofe doftrine has had an exten-
five {pread therein ever fince. Yet thefe are fome
of the main principles that formerly brought on the
Antichriftian apoftaly; and no text in the bible
could be more aptly turned to favour their bloody.
perfecutions, than the one here brought to pro}*l{e
1§

T Stoddard on infliguted churehes, py 125 21; 29 33

bk N ]
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his laft point. For it fays, The man that will do
prefurptucitfly, and will not beavkel; unto the prieft, or
unto the judge, ¢ven that man [ball die. The prieft
was to-explain God’s law, and the judge was tocarry
the fame into execution. "This is the very paffage
that the minifters brought in 1668, to prove that
the Baptifts in Bofton ought to be banifhed (vol. 1.

p- 385.) But Dr. Owen, in his piece upon tolera-
tmn in 1648, truly obferved, that as God was the
head and lawgiver of that nation, idolatry, biafphe-
my, or {feducing of others from his worfthip, were
capital crimes; and that applying of thofe laws to
cafes of worfhip or difcipline in other nations,
with the infliction of any other punifhment than
death, was nothing but arbitrary proceedings. 'To
which I may add, that Jefus Chrift, and fouls who
are born ‘again, are all the prlc[ts that are named 1n the
new teftament; 1 Pet. 1. 23, 11. 5, and the name
i never app lied therein to officers, in diftin¢tion
from other faints.  Men who have tried to take the
power of church government out of the hands of
the {aints, in particular churches, have never been
able to fix any rational bounds to it elfewhere. A
fynod of each nation is the bounds that Mr. Stod-
dard propofed in this piece, but would exclude the
Englifh bifhops therefrom, becaufe they are not
chofen by the church, but the Statet; but they
were for other meafures.

VII. Wrzy his book was pubiithed in London,
a {mall Epifcopal focwty in Bofton was the only one
of that denomination in all New-England. But on
June 16, 1701, a charter was procured to 1nCOrpo-
rate a focmty to propagate (what they called) the
gofpel in foreign parts. And they fent over mifs
fionaries, and got their matters in fuch forwardncfsﬂ

in
+ Ibid. p. 30.



28 A CHURCH HISTORY

in about twelve years, as to obtain an order irom
the Crown to bring a bill into Parliament, to efta-
blith Epifcopacy in America; and its fpeedy accom-
plifhment was expected, when Divine Providence
prevented 1t by the {udden death of Queen Anne,
Auguft 1, 1714. And the two fucceedmg Princes
"did not {ee caufe to revive that {cheme*. In 1701
the two eldeft minifters in this Province publithed
their teftimony for the ancient order .of thefe
‘churches, and acrame crowing aeclenfions and cor-

ruptions; namely, Mr. John Hlbgmfon, of Salem,

aged 8¢, and Mr. Wilitam Hubbard -]r, of IhWICn

aged 80, wherein they give their particular appro-

bation of Prefident Mather’s vindication of thas
order}. In 1702 Mather publifhed another book,
intituled, The glory departing from New-Englond

‘wherein he fays, <« Alas! what a change 13 there ir
" that which hath been our giory ! W hat 2 elorious
prefence of Chrift was there 1n all his ordinances !
Many were converted, and willingly declared whar
God had done for their {fouls; and there were ad-
ded to the churches daily fuch as fhould be faved.
~There 15 fad caufe to fear, that greater departures
of the glory are haftening upon us: Neither our
civil nor er‘cleﬁa{hcal {tate 15 ever like to be what 1¢
once was€.” |

VIII. Twe Maflachufetts Legiflature, who met
O&ober 13, 1702, made a long preamble about
fome irreligious towns, that refufed or negleted tc
receive and {upport orthodox minifters; upon
which they added another law to empower the
County Courts, after fining {uch affeffers as dic

936 14

¥ Chandlers appeal, 1767, p. §0~=54.
4+ The hiftorian fo often quoted.
T bee Wile’s works, p. 68-—-—-‘*4

4 Chriftian hiftory, vol. 1, p. 10z, 103.
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not fuini their orders, to appoint others to do i,
and then to procure a warrant from two Juftices of

the Quorum, requiring the conftables of delinquent
towns or diftri¢ts to colle& fuch taxes, upon the

fame penalty as for other taxes: And the fines im-
pofed upon delinquent officers were to go to pay
thefe new aileffors for their fervice; and the minif-
ters, who were thus fupported, were then conttiving
to ger a claffical Jvdlcature eftablifhed over- the
churches. They drew up propofals for affocia-
tions to be formed.in each county, who thould have
he powerbf licencing candidates for the miniftry,
and of direfting particular focieties, in the call and
settlement of rivpifters; to which was to be added
a ftanding Council, whofe fentence fhould be final
and deaﬁve, but not without the concurrence of'
the majority of the paftors prefent. - A number of
minifters {igned thefe propofals November g, 1704,
an hundred vears to a day after the gunpowder
plat was to have blown up the Parliament in Weft-
minfter.  They were fent round for others to (ign,
in order to their being prefented o the Leglﬂamre
But Mr. John Wiie had been fo well taught, by the
briers and thorns of tyranny (vol. 1, p. ¢18) that,
inftead of figning them, he wrote a fharp anfwer
to them ; and though he was forced to fend into
another Colony to get 1t printed, yet ‘their defign
was defeated thereby. The ancient church of Ply-

mouth changed their way of receiving members,

from verbal to wmten rclations, in this month of
November, 1705 *.

IX., DARTMOUTH and Tiverton, where the
Quakers were the majority, were put to trouble,
from tume. to tlme, becaufe they did not receive

and
* Plymouth zegifter, P31,
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and. {upport fuch minifters as others called ortho-
dox; and they alfo met with ill treatment elfe-
where.  An old law was 1n force in Conneticut,
intituled, HereTICS, which forbid any town or
perfon 0 entértain any Quaker, upon penalty of
Five Pounds 2 week, and required that they fhould
be imprifoned and fent out of the Colony: That
nefe fhould hold unneceffary difcourfe with them,
upon penalty of Twenty Shillings: That non, ex-
cept fulers and minifters, hould keep any C&laher
books; upon penalty of Ten Shillings, and that all
fuch books fhould be fuppreffed ; und that no maf-
ter of any veflel thould land any Quakers, without
eatrying them away again, under the penalty of
Twenty Pounds. And though this law was not
Yigoroufly executed, yet 1t was not tepealed ; there-
fore their friends 1n Londoh made application, 1n
1704, to the Prefbyterian, Congregational, and
Baptitt minifters there, defiring that as they would
{hew themfelves friends to equal libetty, they would
ufe their influence in their favour, and apply to the
deen for arepeal of faid law. This was thought
not to be fo agreeable, as to try for a reformation
in New-England; and therefore faid minifters in
London wrote, to fome minifters of influence here,
a letter to be communicated to others, wherein
they faid, « We cannot but judge it difagreeable
with the {pirit and principles of the gofpel, and an
encroachment upon the piving PrEROGATIVE and
the undoubted rights of mankind, to punifh any
for their confcientious and peaceable diffeat from
the eftablithed way of relwmn while they are not
jultly chargeable with any lmmorahty, or ‘what 1s
p}amly deftructive of civil feciety*,” But as that

law

® Qalamy’s abtidgement, p. 671,
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law was not repealed here, the Queen and Coun-
cil repealed 1t October 11, 1705 ; a copy of which
a¢t was publifhed by John Rogers, of New-Lon-
don, foon after; and the fame 15 1n a late hiftory*,
X. In the beginning of the year 1705, fucha
revival of religion was granted in Taunton, in the
county of Briftol, as turned the minds of the people
there in general from vain companies, and many
immoralities, to an earneft attention to religious
worfhip and converfation§. Some things of like
nature appeared in Bofton, and in feveral other
plages. About the fame time Elder Valentine
Wightman, from North-Kingftown, went and fet-
tled at Groton, feven miles north of New-London,
where he became paftor of the firlt Baptift church
in Conneéticut. For fome years they were opprefied
by the ruling party; but in his latter days they
enjoyed liberty, and alfo much of a divine blefling.
He miniftered there to good purpofe for more than
forty years, and died June g, 1747, as his {fon who
fucceeds him informs me. Their brethren at Bof-
ton, being deftitute of a paftor, wrote again to Eng-

land for help, from whence a number of minifters
{ent them the following anfwer.

“ Ta the church of Chrift, baptized on profeffion of
their faith, in Bofton, New-England.
« Dear Bretbren,
“ London, March 147, 1706-7.

“ W E are heartily concerned for you, fince
we have heard of your being deftitute of a paftor;
and are fo much the more troubled, becaufe we
cannot think of a minifter, who is at liberty, pro-

per foryou, We are glad to hear that you find fo
much

* Douglafs, wol. 2, p. 340.
§ Chriftian hiftory, vol. 2, p. 108w=112.
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much kindnefs among the miniiters of another de-
nomination, that they are willing to affift you, and
fhould more rejoice to hear you had a minifter weil
qualified of your own perfuafion; but at prefent-
we can ferve you no otherwife than to pray for you
that you may have an agreeable {ettlement : That:
you may increafe both in knowledge and grace, and
may adorn the dotrine of our God and Saviour,
by a holy converfation, So pray, dear brethren,

your brethren and fervants mn the. gofpel of Jefus

Chrift, '
Nathaniel Wryles, Richard /fdazm:,
Richard Parkes, Fobu Piggott,
Fofeph Stennett, Bemammn Stinton.
Nathaniel Hodges, Richard Allei.”
Fofeph Mafsers,

Tur Bapuft church which was formed at Kit-
tery in 1682 (vol. 1, p. 50¢) returned again to
thelr connexion with the church at Bofton, and M.
Drown moved there, whofe fon Shem was long fer-
viceable in the office of Deacon among them. El-
der Screven went to South-Carolina, to whom the
church at Bofton now wrote ; and on June 2, 170g,
ke returned an anfwer, wherein he faid, <« Dearly
beloved, this may inform you, that I have many
thoughts of heart about you, and am much con-
cerned for you; and hope I may fay, my prayers
are to God for you, though I am not with vou; nor
can I come as I was inclined to do, our help being
taken from us; for our minifter who came from
England is dead, and I can by no means be {pared.
[ muft fay it is a great lofs, and to me a great dif-
appointment, but the will of the Lord is done, 1
have longed to hear that you was fupplied with an
able minifter, who might break the bread of hife
among you; but if the Lord do net pleaf o fu;;-
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oly you in the way you expelted, your way will be
to tmprove the gitts you have in the church,  Bro-
her Callender and Joleph Ruffell 1 know have gifis
rhat may tend to edification, if improved : I think
vou fhould call one or both of them toit.” They
did fo to Mr. Callender, as appears by a letter from
Charleftown, South-Carolina, to him, of Augult €,
1708, wihich mentions it; and the letter clofes
thus : I have been brought very low by ficknefs ;
but I blefs God I was helped to preach and admi-
nifter the communion laft Lord’s day, but am ftill
weak.  Qur {ociety are for the moft part in health,
and I hope thriving in grace. 'We are about ninety
in all. I reft your aftectionate brother and fellow-
labourer, in the beft of {ervices, for the beft reward,
' WiLrtaM ScREVEN.”

XI. We muft now cenfider how error had a
turther fpread in this country. Mr, Stoddard
publifhed a fermon from Exod. x11. 47, 48, where-
in he fays, A minifter who knows himfelf unrege-
ncrate, may neverthelefs lawfully adminifter bap-
tifm and the Lord’s fupper. Men who are defti-
tute of faving grace may preach the gofpel, and
therefore adminifter and f{o partake of the Lord’s
fupper,” Prelident Mather anfwered him in 1708,
when he faid of this paffage, <« I am miftaken if in
this logic there 1s nor {ophiftry.” But the milery
of both of them was, an entanglement in an in-
confiftent {fcheme. The advocates for the hali-
way covenant in 1662 faid; we know of no ftrong-
er arcument for infant baptifm than this, that
church members are to be baptized (vol. 1, p.
33%) and now Stoddard fays; ¢t The facrament 13
a converting ordinance to church members only,
and not for other men, The children of God’s

people fthould be baptized, which are generally at
G that
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that time in a natural condition.” . Upon which his
opponent fays, ¢« We are to Judﬂe as charitably of
the child as we do of the parent: We baptize them
as being difciples and believers, and vifibly be-
longing to the kingdom of heaven: Dr. Goodwin
fays, the infants of believers wre the pureff part of
the courch*.”
~ How imperfeét 1s human knowledee ! Stoddard
publifhed a reply in 1709, wherein all his argu-
ments turn upon thefe points, viz, ¢ That if un-
fanttifed perfons might lawfully come to the
paffover, then fuch may lawfully come to the
Lord’s fupper ;—and they who convey to their
children aright to baptifm, have a right themfielves
to the Lords fupper, provided they carry 1nof-
fenfivelyt+.” He could plamly fee that there was
no half way in the Jewih church; and his op-
ponent could fee as plainly, that fruits meet for
repentance were required in order for baptifm, even
of fuch as were in the covenant of circumcifion.
But as tradition had taught them both to build
the Chriftian church upon that covenant, neither
of them could act confiftently thereon; though
they were two of the moft eminent mimtfters then
in New-England. Moft of their fucceflors have
held faft their errors, but not their virtues.  And as
thefe things thew how the churches were corrupted,
fo what follows difcovers how they were enflaved.
X1II, Taethird Governor Winthrop died Nov.
27, 1707, upon which a fpecial meeting of the
Aflembly of Conneflicut was called on December
17, to choofe them another Governor. By a law
then in force, he was to be eleted out of a certain
number

¥ Said fermnon, p. 13, 27. Mather's anfwer, p. 67, €8,
T Appeal to the lcamcd, p. 50, 89,
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rumber of men in previous nomination ; pbut they
broke over thofe limits, and eleted an ordained
minifter of New-London for their Governor; who,
when they fent an atcount of it to him, readily
quitted the folemn charge of fouls, for worldly pro-
motion, and was fworn into his new office Jan.
1, 1708 ; after which they repcaled the law that
they had before broken, and enated that for the
future the Governor might be chofen out of any of
the freemen. Mr. Gurdon Saltonftall, {fon to a
Maffachufetts magiitrate, and a graduate of Har-
vard college, was the Governor thus cholen, and
by annual elections he was continued 1n that office
for fixteen years. He was a great politician, and
he exerted all his influence to ratfe minifterial power
2s high as poflible.  He took the propofals of 1705,
and prefented them to their Legiflature, where its
unfcriptural form was foon taken notice of; for
‘there was not a text of {cripture in the whole {cheme.
Percelving that 1t could not be received fo, 1t was
withdrawn without much noife, and the fb]lowing
method was taken to carry his point; an act was
pafled by the Afflembly that met at Harttord, May
13, 1708, which fays, « This Affembly, from their
own obfervation, and from the complaint of
others, being made {enfible of the defelts of the
difcipline of the churches of this government, ani-
ing from the want of 2 more explicit afferting the
rules given for that end in the holy feriptures, ﬁom
which would arife a firm eftablifhment among(t our-
felves, a good and regular iffue 1n cafes fub]e& o
ecclefiaftical dlfClpllne glory to Chrift our head,
and edification to his members®, hath feen fit to
ordain

* Church and State are here confounded together; as if a being

members of the civil community, made men membcra of Chntt,
ard he their head,



36 A CHURCH HISTORY

ordain and require, and it 1s by authority of the
{fame ordained and required, that the minifters of
the churches, in the feveral counties of this govern-
ment, fhall meet together at their refpective county
towns, with fuch meflengers as the churches to
which they belong thall fee caufe to fend with them,
on the laft Monday in June next, there to confider
and agree upon thofe methods and rules for the
management of ecclefiaftical difcipline, which by
them fhall be judged agreeable and conformable
to the word of God; and fhall at the fame meet-
Ing appoint two or more of their number to be their
delegates, who fhall all meet together at Saybrook
at the next commencement to be held there, where
they fhall compare the refults of the minifters of the
{everal counties, and out of and from them to draw
a form of ecclefiaftical difcipline,” which fhould
be prefented to the Affembly for their acceptance,
and the expence of thofe meetings was to be borne
out of the Colony treafury. This order was obey-
ed; and the minifters who met at Saybrook, Sep-
tember ¢, 1708, adopted the confeflion of faith that
was compofed at the Savoy in London, 1648, and
the heads of agreement entered into between Pref-
bytertans and Independents in Londen, 1690, and
then added fifteen articles concerning church dif-
cipline, which were the propofals of 1705 new mo-
deled, with fcripture references annexed to each ar-
ticle: Though a gentleman of that day obferved,
that the text which fpeaks of Balaam’s faddling his
afs would have been as much to the purpofe as
many they brought. Their {econd article, which
contains a fummary of the whole {cheme, s 1n thefe

words, VIZ. —
« Truat the churches, which are neighbouring
each to other, fhall confociate for mutual afford-
- ing
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ing to each other fuch afhiftance as may be requi-
fite, upon aLL OccasioNs ECCLESIASTICAL: And
that the particular paftors and churches, within the
re[peétive counties in this government, fhall be one
confociation (or more if they fhall judge meet) for
the end aforefaid, Pfalin exxil. 3—s, cxxmil. 1,
Eecl, . g—12, AQs xv. 2,6, 22,23, 1 Tin,
iv. 14, 1 Cor. xvi. 1.”

Tue firlt of thefe texts fpeaks of Princes on
thetr thrones, and not of church officers. And
when we come to the antetype of Aaron and David’s
:ne, we find none therein but Jefus Chriil, and
regenerate {fouls. Officers, as diftinguifhed from
other faints in the Chriftian church, are never called
priefts nor Kings in the new teftament,  And faid
an eminent father of New-England, « The order
of officers in the church 1s an order of fervants, and
the order of faints an order of Kings (which is the
higheft order 1n the church) fitting upen the thiones
¢f David for judgment, whom the minifters are to
{erve, 1 guiding and going befere them in, and
miniftring of their judgments®.” Their fecond
proof refers to the wuity 6f orethren under our great
High Prieft, who moft explicidly excludes all ftriv-
ing about who {nall be the greateft {rom his king-
dom. -Neither 1s the third text any more to their
purpofe. The fourth gives an account of the meet-
ing of one church, at the requeflt of another two
hundred miles off, upon a {pecial occafion, and not
of the meeting of neighbouring churches upon all
occafions ecclefiaftical. The two laft treat of gifts
received by prophecy, and of orders given to the
churches by apoftolic authority ; and until ordinary
minifters can prove that they, as fuch, are Princes

O

* Robinfon againft Bernard, p. 227.



3 A CHURCH HISTORY

on their thrones, and are endowed with apoftolic
authority over the churches, we may fafely conclude,
that the above application of {criptures was a per-
verting of them from their genuine meaning and
defign, Yet thereby two kinds of judicatures were
fet up over the churches. The one called confo-
ciations, confifting of munifters meeting in their
own perfons, and churches by their meffengers,
whereof each church may fnd one or two, though
the want of them is not to invalidate the alts of any
Council; but none of their aéts are efteemed: valid
without the concurrence of the majority of the paf-
tors prefent, They are the ftanding council within
each circuit upon all occafions ecclefiaftical, though
m cafes of {pecial difficulty they may call the next
confociation to fit and a& with them. They are
to have a new choice of meffengers and modera-
tors once a year, if not oftener, and the laft mode-
rator is to call a new meeting when it 1s judged
proper. Their fentence s to be final and deci-
five. Their other judicatures are called affocia-
tions,which are meetings of minifters by themfelves
in each circuit, as often as they think proper, to
hear and anfwer queftions of importance, to ex-
amine and licence candidates for the miniftry, to
recetve complaints from individuals or focieties,
and to direct to the calling of the Councii to try
the fame, when they judge proper; to dirett de-
ftitute churches in calling and fettling of paftors,
and to make complaint to their Legiflature againtt
fuch as they judge to be negligent of their duty in
that refpect.  And each affociation {ends a delegate
or two to a general affociation once a year, from all

parts of that government,
‘T'uis {cheme was not introduced without glaring

deceits For their fourth article fays, «That accord-

Ing
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ing to the ecmmon praice of our churches, nothing
thall be deemed 2n adt orjudgment of any Council,
which hath not the major part of the elders prefent
concurring, and fuch a nuraber of the mefifengers
prefent, as makes the mujority of the Council.”
Whereas this practice was fo far from being cor-
w01, that 1t was an innovation then made, direltly
fubverfive of the fundamental principles of the New-
England churches; aswe are affured by Mr. Wile,
Dr. Mather,and others. No man knew better what
thof principles were than Mr. Thomas Hooker, the
qrit minitter of Hartford ; and he1s full in it, that
though 1t 15 expedient on fpecial occafions to call
councils or fynods, yet that elders act therein as com-
miffioners fent, and not as paftors; and that other
meflengers fent have equal power with them®. Says
ne, © God bath [et officers in toe church, 1 Cor. xil.
28, therefore the church 1s before officerst.” And
from Matt. xviil, 15, and 1 Cor. v. 12, he con-
cludes, ¢ That each man and member of the foci-
ety, in 2 juft way, may be direlted, cenfured, re-
formed, or removed, by the power of the whole,
and each may and fhould judge with the confent of
the whole : This belongs to all the members, and
therefore to any that fhall be in office, if they be
members. They are fuperior as officers, when they
keep the rule ; but inferior as members, and in fub-
jection to any when they break the rule. Chriff
gave Jome to be paflors, fome to be teachers.  He alone,
out of his fupreme and regal power, doth furnith
them with graces and abilities, appoints the work,
lays out the compafs thereof, the manner of di{pen-
hing, and the order and bounds of their difpenfa-
tion.” Andhe obferves, that to remove the power of

cepfure

* Survey of church difcipling, part 1. p. 11,
1' Pﬂgﬁ Ol
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cenfure ftom a paiticular church, leads into endlefs
difputes ; becaule no general Council was called in
the three firlt centuries, and no man can tell as there
will evér be another*. Says he, « The truth is,
a particular congregation is the higheft tribunal, unto
which the giieved party mdy appeal 1n the third
place, if private council, or the witnefles of two,
have {eemed to proceed too fharply. If diffi-
culties anife in proceeding, the Council of other
churches thould be fought to clear the truth; but
the power of cenfure refls in the CODgl‘CUaEIOH where
Chrift placed it, The churches {eht them, and
therefore are above theml.” Yetnow the churches
were not allowed the power to fay whether their mi-
nifters fhould meet at Saybrook, or not ; and the re-
fultof their mecting being laid before the Legiflature
of Otober 14, 1708, they faid, ¢ This Affembly do
declare their great approbatmn of {fuch a happy"
agreement,and do ordain that all the churches with-
in this government, that are or {hall be thus united,
in doétrine, worthip and difcipline, be, and for the
future fhall be owned and acknowled Ued cftablithed
by law. Provided always, that nothmg herein fhall
be intended and conftrued, to hinder or prevent any
fociety or church, that is or fhall be allowed by the
laws of this government, who foberly differ or dif-
fent from the united churches hereby eftablifhed,
from exercifing worthip and difcipline in their own
way, accordma to their confciences,”  Thus
artfully was this new {cheme eftablifhed, and all
others declared to be no more than lowed or
tolerated.

XIII. Mr. John Woodward, another Cam-
bridge {cholar, was then minifter of Norwmhd

an

* Page 188, 190, 232, 238.
1 Part 4, p. 19, 47
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-nd he foon cot and read off to his congtegation
the firft part “of this a, but without the provifo.
Richard Bufhnel and Jofeph Backus, Eiquires,
vho had oppofed that fcheme mn the Affembly,
;f'ojfned their church of the liberty they had to
diffent from it: but the munifter carried a major
vote againit them; therefore thofe reprefentatives,
and other fathers of the town, withdrew from that
rvranny, and held worfhip by themfelves for three
months.  For this the minifter and his party cen-
fured them; an account of which being {ent to
rhe next meeting of the Affembly, they were ex-
velled therefrom. Hereby we may fee how far
corruption had prevailed in our land.  Forin 1641,
three years after the firft taxing law for minifters
was made in New-England, a law was made at
Bolion, which faid, ¢« No church cenfure fhall
degrade or depofe any man from any civil dignity,
oifice or authority, he fhall have in the Common-
wealth*.”  How much more equitable was this,
than another law 1n Connelicut? which faid,
‘« Whatfoever perfons fhall on the Lord’s day,
under any pretence what{oever, affemble them-
felves togetherin any of the public meeting-houfes,
provided in any town, parith or fociety, for the
public worthip of God, without leave or allowance
of the minifter and congregation for whofe ufe 1t
was provided, and be thereof convi&, every fuch
perfon fhall incur the penalty of Ten Shillings
for every f{uch offence. Nor ihall any perfons ne-
glect the public worfhip of God in fome lawful’
congregation, and form themfelves into {eparate
companies 1n private houfes, on penalty of Ten
Shillings for every fuch offence.” This part con-
cermng feparate meetings caufed fore exerciles

{Q°
* Malachufeits Jaw-book, printed 1672, p. 44
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to many {erious minds, and great difficulties in pro-

curing civil officers ; yet it was never repealed until
O&obel, 1770. But nmlong after Norwich mini-
fter had cenfured their reprefentatives, he confent-
ed to refer the matier to a Council : and they fol-
lowed it, with Council after Council, for about fix
years. (overnor Saltonitall came there himfelf
upon one of thofe occafions ; and Mr. Stoddard of
Northampton was moderator of the laft but onc
of thofeCouncils. My grandfather went ajourney
25 far as Bofton and I pfwmh, an hundred and thirty
milcs, to confult with Mr. Wile and the two
Mather’s upon thefe affairs, At laft, by advice of
a.Council that met Auguft 31, 1716 {aid minifter
was difimiffed, and the church in Norwich deter-
mined to abide upon their ancient foundation. And
it was known, that when the church was conftituted
at Saybrook in 1660, with the approbation of other
minifters, Mr. James Fitch was ordained their paf-
tor, by the laying on of the hands only of their twa
deacons, as a token that the power of ordination 1s
in the church as abody. They came and planted
Norwich the {ame year; and Mr. Fitch was con-
tinued one of the moft ufeful miniiters in Connec-
ticut for mear fifty years, The church 1 Eaft-
Windfor, under the care of Mr. Timothy Edwards,
father of Mr. Jonathan, alfo refufed to receive the
Saybrook platforrn,  And the temper of thofe who
introduced it farther appears by the incorpora-.
ting act of the town of Killingly, paffed in May,
1708 ; which fays, « No perfon now 1nhabiting on
faid lands, or any other perfons dwelling without
this Colony, who have purchafed any lands within
the faid townthip, that fhall not give due obedience
to all the laws of this Colony for the upholding the

worfhip of God, and paying all public charges,
Pay Py £
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fhall have auy benelit by this act.” At the fame
time they oave their Governor two hundred acres
of land therein. This account is caremﬂy taken
from their public records and laws, and other au-
thentic vouchers.

XIV. A ruw things concerning bapu{m fhall
clofe this chapter. An aged and hencrable gen-
tleman near Pifcataqua river mformed: me, thar
about the year 1710, a number of people in Dover®
were fo fully perfuaded that they ought, in ali-
teral fenfe, to be buried mn baptiim, that on a
Lord’s day,and the day after, Mr. Pike, therr
minifter, baptized nine perfons in that way, in a
brauch of that river. But {uch 2 noile was made,
and oppofiticn raifed agamft 1t, as prevented any
{urther proceedings therein.  About the {fame time
a Baptift meeting was fet up at Scituate, in the
county of Plvimouth, where Prefident Dunfter {pent
his lacter days to good purpofe (vol. 1, p. 320.)
Mr. John Peirce plf:ached to them for foine time,
untl he and others removed to Swanzey, 1n or
about 1711, and on October 19, 1715, he was
ordained a paftor ef the fecond church there, col-
league with Elder Jofeph Mafan, who was ordained
in July, 1709. And they continued in good
efteem 1n their offices, until Elder Mafon died, May
19, 1748, and Elder Peirce September 8, 17 50, be-
ing each of them near go years old. On March
16, 1714, Dr. Cotton Mather wrote the letter
to the Baptift church in Bofton, which is ia
vol. 1, p. 522 ; fubleribed thus, viz, « To my
wortny friend, Mr. EllisCallender, elder of a church.
of Chrift in Bofton.” He joined to itin 1669; was.
a leading member of it when the Court nailed up

thelr

* Mr. Hanfard Knollys was minifter there, from the {pring
“ 1638 to the fall of 1641, vol. 1, p. 101,
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their meeting-houfe in'1680 ; and he was continued
a great blefling to them until he died in a good old
age, after the year 1726.

CHAP IL

1. Arbitrary Claims and Proceedings.
2. Moody and White againft them.

3. A cruel Law. 4. Liberty in
Rhode-Ifland. 5. Mather for it.

6. Is friendly to the Baptifts. 7.

/

Jennings joins to them. §. Wal-
lin’s Letters. g. Arian Herely.
10. Hollis’s Donations. 11. Some

Revival of Religion. 12. Comer
converted.

I. OVERNOR Lyndon informed me, that:,
when the (Eakels were hanged at Bofton,

a view of the cruelty then exercifed towards them,
and of their behaviour under their {ufferings,
moved Peter Wanton to join with that people.
And his fon Jofeph was a teacher among them in
T1verton for many years, whofe daughter Richard-
fon told me, that, during Governor Dudley’s ad-
miniftration, her father was trequently fent to
Bofton, to defend his town againft the arbitrary
clatms of other minifters; and that the Governor
privately favoured him therein. Some extralts
from the records of the Quaker fociety thew, that
in 1707 a cow, worth Three. Pounds, was taken
~ from
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srom John Packom, of Little-Compton, for a mii.
fterial tax of Six Shillings and Twopence. And tha:
their monthly meeting on Rhode-Ifland, 1n the
feventh month, 17083, fent Jofeph Wanton w1th an
addrefs to Governor Dudley, « Defiring relief from
fufferings for prieils rates, by a repeal of thofe laws;”
informing him that if it was not done here, they
thought 1t thdr duty to addrefs the Brittth Court
upon 1t. A like apphcatlon was afterwards made
by the hand of Ebenezer Slocum, who reported to
2 meeting in 1704, that the Governor appeared kind
and friendly ; but as no relief was granted, t; tiey then
fent to Fangland upon thofe matters, By the fame
records we are informed, thatin 1716, five cows
and calves, worth Twenty-five Pounds, were taken
itom Peleg Slocum, and twenty-four fheep, worth
fight Pounds Eight Shillings, from john and Abra-
ham Tucker, all upon Slocum’s Ifland, and near ali
for < A demand of Prieft Holmes, of Chitlmark,” to
which town faid 1fland belonged, although the great
chasinel betwixt the main and Martha's Vmeyard
muit be croffed to get to 1t.  However, minifters
were far from beuw content with all the power they
had yet obtained, and therefore prefented a petition
to their Legiflature, that they would call a general
fyned ; doubtlefs to revife and carry nto eftect the
propofals of 1705. The Council voted to grant
their petition, bUt it was not concurred with by the
other branches of the Legiflature®.  And two ex-
cellent minifters had fuch a fight of their danger, as
to write the following letter to Mr. Wile.
Glougefier, Meaich 25, 1715,
I1. « Reverend Sir,
“ W have had the favour and fatisfaction of
reading, and according to our meafure confidering,
the

* Douglafs, vol, 2, p. 378.
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ihie tranfcendent logic, as well as grammar and rhe-
toric, of your reply to the propofals, by which our
cyes are opened to fee much more than ever before
we faw of the value and glory of our invaded privi-
leges ; and are of opinion, that if your confent may
be obtained to a new edition, it may be of wonderful
fervice to our churches, if God fhall pleafe to go
forth withit. Howeverit will be a teftimony that
all our watchmen were not afleep, nor the camp of
Chrift furprized and taken before they had warning.
We are, Reverend Sir, full of dutifui refpect and
oratitude, your fons and fervants,

SaMueL Moopy,

Jorn WHITE.”

It was re-printed accordingly ; and, with Mr.
Wile’s other works, it had two editions more 1n
1773, upon an occafion which will then be mention-
ed. Thele two minifters lived to {ee and rejorce 1n
the glorious work of divine grace, which was grant-
ed in New-England, 1n and after the year 1740.
Mr. Moody was minifter at York, beyond Pifcata-
quariver. He preached without notes, and retu-
{ed to be fupported by tax and compulfion ; and
was the moft powerful and fuccefstul preacher of
-almoft any in the land 1n thofe days. Such oppo-
fition was raifed againft Governor Dudley, that he
was removed, and never acted with our Legiflature
after Auguft, 171¢; and when they met again No-
vember 23, with the pliant Lieutenant-Governor
Taylor in the chair, the following act was added to
their other taxing laws, viz.

HL. . ¢ A aft for maintaining and propagating
of relz_gza:z

“ Warreas the laws of this Province have made
good and wholefome provifion, that every town

within the fame be conftanty fupplied with an
able,
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able,learned, orthodox minifter orminifters, of good
converfation, to difpenle the word of God unto
them; and that fuch minfter or minifters be
fuitably encouraged, and fufticiently {upported and
maintained, by the inhabitants of fuch towns: For
the rendering the faid laws more effeftual, and to
prevent the growth of atherfm, irreligion and pro-
phanenefs, Be it enafled and ordained by the Lizit.
Goverior, Council and  Reprefentatives, in Geseral
Court affembled, and by the authority of the Jawme, that |
the Jultices of the Court of General Seflions or
the Peace, within the {everal counties, at the
opening of their Courts from time to time, do give
in fpecial charge to the Grand Jury, to make di-
ligent enquiry and prefentment of all towns and
dittri¢ts within fuch county, that are deftitute of
2 minifter, as by law is directed ; and of fuch towns
and diftriéts that neglect to fulfil their contralts
and agreements, and do not make fuitable pro-
vifion for the fupport and maintenance of their
minifter or minifters accordingly.  And upon fuch
prefentment, complaint or 1nformation, In any
other manner, the Court are directed and required
vigoroufly to put the laws In execution, for the
redrefling of all defects and negleCts of that kind*,
and forthwith to make the neceffary orders to that
end, as by law they are empowered.  And in cale
their orders fo made be not duly oblerved, or by
the contrivance and pradtice of ill men be eluded
and rendered ineffectual ; {or the {peedy remedying
end reforming of fo great an evil, the Juﬁiceps C;f
fuch

* From feripture and all experience it plainly appeas, that
minifters have been as often guilty of defefts and néglelts as the
people ; but they made no law to punifh minitters therefor :

Which partiality promated atheilm and ireligion, inficad of

preventing it
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fuch Court are to reprefent and make report of thicir
proceedines unto the next {eflion of the General
Court or Aflembly.” Upon which the Affembly
were to fend a munifter, recommended by thrce
others, fo cvery {uch town or diftri&t, and to pro-
vide for their « IHonorable mamntenance,” by ad-
ding a fufficient fum tor the purpoie to the Province
tax upon {uch places; and were to do the like ta

ezch place that neglected to fulhl former contraéts
with munifters ; as alfo to « Supply and {upport a
minifler in places that are deftitute, where the
fuftices neglet their duty.”  All which fums their
nunifters were to draw out of the Province trea-
fury. This a& was made for {even years, and then
was revived and continued till 1730 ; and that me-
thod of charging the Grand Jury has been continued
ever fince.

IV, Ruope-IsLanp Colony was now ruled by
Governor Cranfton, and Deputy-Governor Jencks,
in conjunétion with other worthy men, under whofe
aammﬂh ation they enjoyed the greatelt peace,
for above thirty years, that they ever did fince they
were a diftin& government. And for the continu-
ance of the {ame, and to prevent any [ociety or
fe@ from trying for any pre-eminence in the go-
vernment, their Aflembly of May 2, 1716, enacted,
« That what maintenance o falary may be thought
aeceflary by any of the churches, congregations,
or {ocieties of people, now inhabiting, or chat here-
after fhall or may inhabit within the fame, for the
fupport of their refpective minifter or minifters,
fhall be raifed by free contribution, and no other-
ways.” Which law 1s ftill in force; and we thall
prefently hear a number of minifters commending
the good fruits of thefe meafures, which yet they

were very wawilling ta come into,

[ o -
o o wEIIDENT



‘!_'17'16.;] or NEW-ENGLAND. 49

. Presipent Mather publifhed another piece
in 1716, wherein he fays, ¢ For minifters to pre-
tend to a negative voice in Synods, or for Councils
to take upon them to determine what elders or
. meifencrers a church fhall fubmit unto, without the
choice of the church concerned, or for minifters to
pretend to be members of a Council without any
miffion from their churches, nay, although the

church declares that they will not fend them, is
prelatical, and effennally differing not only from
Congregational, but from Prefbwenan principles.
And now that T am going out of the world, I could
not die in peace, if I did not difcharge my con-
fcience, in bearing witnefs againft {fuch innovations
and invalions on the rights and privileges belong-
ing to particular congregations of Chrift*.” Yet
a1l thefe innovations and invafions were made in
the Saybrook {cheme. And to fhew that brethren,
when chofen by the church, have a right to equal
votes in Councils with elders, he fays, ¢ There
are mechanics, who although they do not excel in
that which is called buman learning, are well verfed
and learned in the fcriptures, fpending much time
in confulting thofe oracles of God, and being men
of great piety, and excellent natural accomphfh-
ments, they may be very ufeful in Synods.”
Eccusiasticat hifforians give a remarkable
account of what happened in the Nicene Synod.
' A pious old man, who was no clergyman, nor ex-
erci{ed philofophical notions, by his plain difcourfe
did more rowards the conviction of an heretical phi-

lofopher, than all the learned bifhops in the Council
could dot.”

I VI,

* Difquifition concerning Eccl, Councils, Prefaces p. 13-
+ DPiiquifition, p. 14,
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V1. Tusse things naturally led him and his

brethren inte another fort of behaviour towards the
Bapuifts, than when he was {cribe of the Synod of
1679, -who déclared that they were fetting up
their pofts by God’s pofts; which moved the Court
to nail up the doors of the Baptift meeting-houle.

For Elder Callender’s fon Elifha was added to the
church under his care, on Auguft 10, 1713 after
which he was educated at Harvard college, and

cilled into the gofpel miniftry; and as Prefident
Mather had expreflfed his willingnefs for fuch a
thing to Elder Callender, his church called the
Prefident, his fon, and Mr. John Webb, to affift
in ordaining Mr, Elitha Callender, as paftor of the
Bapuft church in Bofton, May o1, 1718 And
Dr. Cotton Mather, in the ordination fermon,
faid, © It is very fadly true, that many ecclefiatical
communities} whereln plety has its votaries, yet are
guilty of this evil, that they impofe terms of com-
munion which many that have the fear of God are
by juft exceptions kept from complying withal

Now in this-unhappy cafe what1s to be done ! do
this, let good men go as far as they can withour fin
in holding communion with one another. but
where finful terms are impofed, there let them make
their {tops; there a feparation becomes a duty; there
the 1njunétion of heaven ‘upon them 1s, e ye feparate
 faith tf':e Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I
will receive you. The impofers are the fehifmatics.

There have been many attempts to unite people 1n
forms and terms, that are not the pure maxims of
living unto God ; and {fo to build the tower of Zion
on a foundation WhICh is not the tried flone and ibe
precious, and fo not the fure foundation. There
has hitherto been a blaft from heaven upon all thefe
attempts ; they have mifcarried, as being rather cal-

culated
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culated for the tower of Babel, New-England alfo
has in {fome former times done fomething of this af-
pect, which would not now be fo well approved of ;
 which, if the bretbren, in whofe boufe we are now
convened, met with any thing too unbrotherly, they
how with {atisfaction hear us exprefling our diflike
of vvery thing that Iool:fed like perfecution in the days
that have paffed over us.” (See vol. 1, p. §23—525. )R
VII. Tus cafe of 2 member, who foon after

toined to that church, I think proper here to men-

tion. Samuel Jennings, Efg; was born 1n Sand-—

wich, in the county of Barnftable, February 1

168 5, where he lived tsll he was above 1§ years old,;

and then went a voyage to fea, where he was prefled

on board a man of war. But meeting with very ilt
treatment there for five months, he in the evening

of March 26, 1704, the thip being in g bay at Bar—~

bados, attempted to make his Lfcape therefrom by

fwimming; but by the way he was feized and halled
under water by a fhark; a terrible cafe indeed !
vet as he cried to God for help, the venomous crea-
ture let him go, and his hife was preferved, with the
lofs only of partof a footand an arm. He return-
ed, married, and lived in good repute in his native
town, which he repreiented {everal times in our
Legiflature.  After he had ferved them two years
in that office, he wrote as follows concerning his
foul affairs.  Says he, ¢ Though I had heard much

preaching, and read many books, to fupport the
paptizing of infants, and had never read any books,
or difcourfed on that head with any that were
againft 1t, yet I found fo much 1n the {cripture to
the contrary, that I could not believe 1t tq be right.
Notwithftanding I went to {everal minifters, and
difcourfed them on that point to get light, and alfo

prayed to God to direlt me in the night way; gfii
1
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{ulll 1t appeared to me unicriptural and erronequs.
Then 1 went to Mr. Callender, the Baptift minifter
at Bofton, who not only difcourfed with me, but lent
me books fet out by thofe of his perfuafion, to {up-
port the truth thereof; which when I had read, !
found fo agreeable with the fcriptures, and with
the apprehenfions I before had from them, that I
quickly fought to be admitted into the communion
of that church at Bofton. And having made a ver-
bal profeffion, before the church and congregation,
I was baptized (that 1s dipped in the water) by Mr.
Elitha Callender, minifter of the goipel, on the gth
day of June, 1718, in the 34th year of my age.
And truly I may fay, as is faid of the Ethiopian eu-
nuch, thatI came away rejoicing. In afhort time
after I arrived to a confiderable degree of bodily
health, which I had lacked for eight years before.”
He ferved his town afterwards as their reprefenta-
tive, and in other offices ; and, without his {eeking,
a commiffion of Juftice of the Peace was fent him,
which, for fome reafons, he chofe not to accept.
He continued a member of faid church in Bofton
til] his death in 1764.

VIII, Soox after Mr. Callender was ordatned,
he opened a correfpondence with friends in London,
which, with other means, had very great and ex-
tenfive effets. Thomas Hollis, Efq; one of the
moft liberal men upon earth, had fome acquaint-
ance with Prefident Mather, when he was agent
for this Province in England*, and now receiv-
ing accounts of the tranfactions and catholic {en-
timents that were delivered at the ordination of a
Baptift minifter inBofton, who was educated at Har- |
vard college, he became the greateft benefattor
thereto that they have ever had to this day.

| < Ngr
* 1. Mather’s life, p. 170.
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Noi et to Harvard all bis views confin'd
Hfs aclive foul flill nobler work defign’d.

A kingdom’s welfare dwelt on ev'ry thought ;

I or geiral good bis beavnly candonr wrought ;

¢ Ty public peace bis prudent fevenes invite,

“ Fattion to quell, and clafbing fefls unite*.”

Wit or near his firft donation to the college,
came the following letter from a minifter of his ac-
vuaintane e to his friend in Bofton.
| «« London, March g, 17720.

< Much efteemed Brother Callender,

1 ruaxx you kindly, for the particular ac-
count vou gave me 1n your laft; and I cannot but
lament the fad confequences of {in, and the great
degrees of 1t which remain, even 1 God’s own
pmplc, for {urely the greateft part, if not all thofe
who fuffered {fo much for thetr religion at homne, and
at laft left their native country, and run fuch great
hazards as they did, for the fake of their confcien ces,
muft, in the judgment of charity, be efteemed the
faithful fervants of Chrift. Butwhen I confider the
methods which thele took, or encouraged others to
take, with thofe who differed from them ; 1N Maters
not fundamenta], I cannot but wonder at the depth
of folly which remains with us, that any body of
men fhould fo {oon and fo zealoufly purfue thole
very methods which they had {o jultly condemned,
and fo greatly luffered by ! It 1s a confideration
enough to check the towering thoughts of vain
man, and to fhew the reafonablenefs of the apoftoli-
cal advice, let him that thinketh he ftandeth take
heed left he fall ; for I think we are but too fubject
to the leffer decrrees of this temper and carriage, in

almolt every ftation of life. For though there 15 {o
2004

* Rudd’s poem on Holli’s death, p. 29:

- - LY F [ ]
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cood an underftanding amnong the three denomina
tions of diffenters, viz. Prefby yterans, Independent
and Baptl“ts yet we have too many who are whif-
perers ~and backbiters, who by magnifving the
weaknefles, or diminifthing the real worth and nfe-
fulnefls of thofe who differ fromn them, thew that
this fpirit, as muchas it is deftroyed, is yet too
much alive, and, were 1t cloathed with power, wauld
foon be formidable, But our wife and 0TacIous
Governor makes the weaknefles and wrath of men
to praife him, and the remainder thereof he dotl
reftrain.

“As 1 heartily rejoice that the Lord hath pre-
ferved the baptized church, at Bofton, through fo
many difficulties, {o I am glad he hath raifed up
to them one {o able and willing to promote the
public good among them. May the Lord fucceed
you, my dear brother, that {o peace and truth may--
{pread and flourifh in your days! I am indeed
troubled at the paucity* of thofe of our denomina-
tion, in New-Yngland ; though I cannot wonder at
it, confidering the treatment they have generally
met with, I am grieved thar any who profefs the
plain fcripture baptifm fhould bring it into con-
tempt, by holding with it fuch wild and antfcriptu-
ral opinions; but fo 1t hath been with us, and yet
remains ; though I think the number of fuch is
diminifhed, within a few years laft paft. But al-
though we have but few foul-fleepers or Sabbatari-
ans, &c. yet the number of thofe that plead for
oeneral redemption, and {ome other of the diftinc-
tive notions of Arminius, feem to increafe among
us: However, they feem not quite {o rigid and
uncharitable as formerly, and there 15, 1 hope,

the greateft number of our denomination free from
thefe

* Fewnefs in pumbes.



thefe things. Asto the method of e educating youth

among vou, it muft be allowed, that the deﬁg
(cemed to be well laid for promoting ufeful know-
ledee; and I hope your college will be unproved
to 2 very great advantage; but I find you have to
lament, what we sre not ftrangers to, viz. that
chofe things which 1n themielves are gooed, -and
tend to fit perfons for more extenfive ulefulnefs, are
mnade neceflary for a perfon in order to the miniftry.
or fhould be thought, at any time, to be a fufhcient
qualification for o great g work.. Surely a man
efled with 2 900d natmzﬂ cenius, who has been
brourr‘\t to a true fenfe of Gy and the faving kuow-
oc of Jefus Chnft, though he fhould want-the
advmtaﬁe of human hterature, muft be better ca-
nable than one that has it, and 1s deftitute of the
other, to guide fouls into the ways of {alvation;
hecaufe as he knows fomething of the deceitful nefs
of fin, and the wiles of Satan, fo he is more capa-
ble to comfort poor fouls 1n diftrefs, with the com-
forts wherewith he- himndelf has been comforted of
God. Therefore, though- I have a high efteem
for human learning, and with every minifter had
the advantage of a good degree of it, yet I con-
ccive 1t 1s far from being neceftary to a man’s being
employed in the public miniftry, and much lefs
do I think it in itelf & qualification {ufficient for
fo weighty an undertaking.  You will excufe me
for {o freely declaring my nund upon this head.
« Brrore this comes to hand, I hope youwil; have
recelved a letter, fubferibed Thomas Hollis,  This
worthy gentleman 1s my very good friend, and one
who, with his plentiful eftate, has done much g004
among poor minifters and churches here; and 1

hope New-England will find yet more happy effects
of his liberality, and that, with your kind affiftance

m

5
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in finding and procuring proper objects, fomething
may be done by him for the particular enceurage-
ment of our denomination. For, in converfing
with him upon this head, he defired me to intimate
to you, that he fhall be well pleafed, if you canfind a
proper perfon of the Baptift perfuafion, for him to
recommend to the governors of the coliege; and
I doubt not but he will give fome further encou-
ragement to fuch an one, who is defirous ro be
qualified for public ufefulnefs, I intreat you there-
tore to turn your thoughts to this {ubjedt, and
give me a line, fo foon as you have found a fit per-
fon, that fo good a work as this may be began.
I am ready to believe, that, befides Mr. Hollis’s
intereft with the governors, in behalf of a hopetul
young man, who is of our perfuafion, he may be
prevailed upon to allow Ten Pounds per annum, of
your money *, towards defraying the charges of the
college; which will be fome encouragement for
one, who, with promifing natural parts, 1s defirous
to devote himfelf to ftudy, in order to fit himfelf
for public ufefulnefs, but 1s not well able to go
through the charge. I leave this with you, and
pray God to dire¢t you. You will find a copy of
Mr. Hollis’s to you; to which I have added a ca-
talogue of the cheft of books therein mentioned ;
and 1f any are not difpofed of to the college libra-
ry, yourfelf, &c. that then you would ufe your
intereft to obtain fome of them for Mr. Daniel
‘Whitet. When you have read Mr, Neal’s hiftory
of New-England, I defire you to give me your

thoughts

* Mexico filver was then about Thirteen Shillings per ounce,
In our money. Douglafs, vol. 1, p. 494.

+ Who came over from Mr., Wallin’s church two years before,
and was then preaching at Newport. Mri Neal's hiftory firf
Came over this year. |
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thoughts of itin general; and if you find any thing,
in it which deferves to be taken notice of, 1n order te
be altered in a fecond edition, pray freely commu-
nicate it to me, and { will do the {ame to the au-
thor, who is a very honelt gentleman, and will be
alad to be fet right, in any thing wherein he may
have been miflaken. Jult now a gentleman has
been with me, whofe name is Spurier, who hath
brought fome hundred tons of filver ore from New-
England and defires me to affift him in prefenting
a petition to the governinent, for encouragement™,
If you have heard any thing of any late difcoveries
made of filver mines with you, or any thing of the
character of the man, or what notion the peraple
have of it, and will pleafe to give me a line, it
may be of ule to me ; for as I would willingly ferve
any honeft man, accordmg to my abulity, fo I would
oladly know the perfons I move for. I am now
obhrred to conclude at prefent, and with all m
healt commend you to God and the word of his
grace, which is able and I hope will build you
up in all things. May the Lord be with you, and
the church of Chrift under your care, caufing all
bleflings to abound towards you1n all things. So
reft your cordial friend, and unworthy brother in the

Lord’s vineyard, Epwarp Warrm.”

Berors this came to hand, our friends here had
ferit a letter, direfted thus : <¢‘The church of Chrift

at Bofton, in New-England, of the faith and or-
der of the gofpel, baptizing vifible believers, up-
on the profeflion of their faith, and believing the-
pi-’if}apltfﬁ of 4 par LICUIB-T election of a certain aum-

#.I"."I

whd" fthall continie in the perfeverance in
grac’c){{ unto the feveral lac:huches of Chrift that are

1\‘& _ .
Sl K . in
Cae ' ) | s

. A " .
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* Great fraud ard mlquxty Was pra&ucd I thc nation, about
fuch things, in the year 1720.
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in the fame faith and order of the gofpel, in Lon-
don, do heartily defire your increafe and growth

in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus, and in all the
graces of his holy {pinit.”  'They go on to give an
account of the firft rife of their church, which {ay
they * Several wile and learned men cndcavoured

but could not accomplith it; however, God was
plealed to {ucceed the endeavours of our brethren,
who were not 10 accomplifhed with acquued parts
and abilities, by enduring, and to appear for them
under all their troubles, fo that we continue,

through rich grace, a church unto this day.” By
thofe wife and learned men, I fuppote they in-
tended Prefident Dunfter and fome with him, whe
did not accomplith what Elder Gould and his bre-
thren did.  One defign of this letter was to requelt
fome afliftance in enlarging and repairing their
meeting-houfe; and it occafioned the following
anfwer :

« London, Augnft 3, 1720.
¢ Dear and bonored brother Callender,

‘« T received the honor of the church’s and your
letter together, by Capt. Lawrence. After 1 had
a little confidered the contents of both, I waited up-
on our honored friend, Mr. Thomas Hollis, with
the cafe, with whom I left it ; and fome little time
after he told me, that himlelf and brother, Mr.
John Hollis, would advance {ome money to repair °
your meeting-houfe, upon condition I would pre-
vail with my brethren, concerned in our little fund,
to make a.prefent to Mr. Callender, as a token of
our-Chriftian refpects to h1m The motion plea{@
me well : ] wﬂlmo*ly undertook my part, anﬁ hﬁp-—-
pily accomplithed 1, though it were out b
common way of our exhjbltlons and by thie 'thh'e

this comes to hand I hope you will fing remitted

r
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by Mr. Hollis what I hope will fully anfwer the
church’s requeil, together with a fmall prefent,
whiclt I hope will not be unacceptable, to my bro-
ther Callender himfelf, and fhew at leaft our con-
cern for the good of the baptized intereft 1n Bofton,
though we may not be capable to promote it in
that meafure we heartily defire.

«« Concerning the ftate of the Arian controvey-
fy with us, and our mimiter's concern therein, I
fhall briefly relate the whole asfollows. Some few
years ago one Dr, Clark, of the eftablithed church,
a gentleman of deferved reputation, wrote a book,
intituled, The feripture doétrine of the Trinity; 1n which
he endeavours (atter very highexpreffions ofthe dig-
nity of the Redeemer’s perfon and nature) to deny
him to be a neceffary felf-exiftent bemng ; which is
conflrued by his adverfaries as a confequential de-
nying his proper divinity, and a degrading our Sa-
viour into a {ubordinate God, notwithftanding all
he hath offered in honor to this hope of a true
Chriftian.  This made a great {tir, and {et many
pens to work ; fome for and fome againit the Doc-
tor's notions, among feveral of note 1n the church
of England, and others ; fome of whom I think
carried the point much further than the Doctor ap-
pears to have defigned. T wifh the conteft had always
continued in the eftablifhed church; buta little time
carried 1t among the diffenters, and one Mr. Peirce, 2
Prefbyterian minifter, of ingenuiry and confiderable
note, among others, efpouled Dr. Clark’s notions
openly (if he went no further.) The debates, pro
and con, began to be managed with warmth, not
only in the city, but in divers parts of the country.
But Mr. Peirce being a man of fo much note, and
a minfter in the ciL}f of Exeter, where the Prel-

bj'Lcrlan interett 1s in much credit, e was the firfs
" perfon
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perfon who was very publicly noted among the
diffenters. His people (after fome confiderable
time, and feveral methodsufed toaccommodate mat-
ters) propofed parting with him, as a man not found
in the faith. This occalioned each party to advife
with their friends in the miniftry, and others, what
to do 1n the cafe. = Some of the perfons wrate to
upon this account (which were not a few) thought
that Mr. Peirce had given too much caufe for his
people to believe that he had departed from the or-
thodox faith, 1n relation to the do&rine of the
Trinity.  Others, though they did not deny this,
yet apprehenced his people had not dealt fo kind-
ly by him in this matter as they oyght to have
done, by a man of his charaéter and ufefulnefs.

“ Tue cafe was {ome time before a committee
of minters and gentlemen of the three denomina-
tions in London, to fee if they coyld find a way to
accommodate matters at Exeter, and prevent divi-
{ions upon the {ame account in other places; but
they were not all of one mind. Then the whole
bady of minifters in and about London was called
together, and a paper of advices propofed to be
confidered of 1n order to fign, for accommodating
matters at Exeter. Some of the minifters, who
were zealoufly concerned for the dotrine of the
Trnity, at the fame time propofed, that a declara-
tion of our faith, with refpet to that important doc-
trine of the Chriftian religion, fhould be figned,
and fent down with the advices ; but, upon a divi-
fion of the minifters, 1t was rejeted by a majority
of 2bout five perfons. It was then agreed at the pext
meeting to confider the paper of advices, paragraph
by paragraph; at which meeting were about one
hundred and thirty minifters of the three denomina-

sions, who placed your poor friend ip the cﬁir;
- | 3
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That part who were againt figning a declaration of
faith, as above, earneftly infifted upon proceeding
dire@ly to read the paper of advices, as fuppofing
it to be the immediate work of the meeting ; the
other fide propoled that article in the church of
England which relates to the doltrine of the
Trinity, and thofe anfwers in the affernbly’s cate-
chifm to the fame purpofe, to be {ubfcribed by the
London minifters, before they proceeded to con-
{ider the paper of advices. Warm debates there
were indeed for two or three hours, when on a {fud-
den thofe brethren who refolved to fubfcribe thofe
articles withdrew into the gallery ; which, however
jult their zeal might be for the truth contended for,
was not looked upan as a {ufficient reafon for the
breaking up the meeting at that time. So,afterfome
meflages {ent from the one part to the other, thofc
above proceeded to fubfcribe thole articles, as con-
taining their fentiments of the doltrine of the ever-
bleffed Trinity; and the other proceeded to con-
(ider the paper of advices, and drew up a general
article of their faith as to that do&trine, which was
ligned by their moderator by appointment. This
they fent to Exeter; while the others drew up
another {et of advices, and {ent down with the arti-
cles they had fubfcribed, and henceforward we
came under the diftinguifhing characters of {ubfcr-
bers and non-fubfcribers, which diftin&ion 1 fear
will be too long remembered by us, for the com-
mon benefit of true religion. |

““ SoMme of the too warm among the non-{ubfcri-
bers would fain fix the odious charge of - perfecu-
tion on the other, while they again, with full as
much warmth, would fix the charge of Arianifin
upon them. But this feverity is not allowed, by

the greateft part of cither fide of the queftion; and
- I hope
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I hope time will produce a better temper in both
parties ; but at prefent the matter 1s not accommo-
dated, nor fo good a harmony among the minifters
as could be heartily withed. AsIam fatisfied that
fome among the non-fubfcribers are gone too far
into fome of the diftin&ive notions of Arius, fo 1
think fome-of the fubfcribers have given too much
ground of jealoufy, that they intended to fet up
thofe forms as a telt of arthodoxy, and the fign-
ing of them as neceffary to perfons being accepta-
ble and ufeful in the miniftry. But I dare fay,
for the much greater part of both fides, that they
intended no evil to theirdiffering brethren; and that
‘1t was a zeal for the doctrine of the Trintty, and the
real divinity of our Saviour, which made {ome
fubfcribe the articles, and not any defire to impole
upon others; and that thofe who refufed the fub-
{cription, did 1t with a defign to maintain Chriftian
liberty, rather than any deﬁﬁn {0 €ncourage or
promote Artaniim. There is no areat difference
in the number of either fide ; but I think there
are not fo many of our denomination among the
nop-fubfcribers as are on the other fide ; and though
I cannot f{ay that there are none of our minifters
who too much favour the new fcheme, yet I may
venture to fay in general, that our minifters, efpe-
cially thofe of the particular denomination®, are
found in the faith, as to the real divinity of Chnift,
and the: true doftrine of the blefled Trinity.
Therefore thofe who upbraid you with their being
contrary, at either from prejudice or mifinforma-
tion. But fuch have been the vifible confequencgs
of this difference, that brotherly love and charity,
that indifpenfable ornament of the Chriftian- reli-
glon, have been greatly loft in the debates, -‘May

the

'\'

o3, holding o paicula cefion,
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the Lord encreafe hight and love, as well as zeal

and faithfulnefs, among all the dilciples of our
blefled Redeemer. So I muft have done. "Llhe
Lord be with you and yours.

Epwarp WaLLin.”
IX. Mr. James Peirae, above referred to, was
ciected from his church, in March, 1719 buta
party followed him, and built another meeting-
houfe for him, 1 the city of Iixeter; to encourage
whom, he declared his expectation, that by what
they {uffered, * The ipirit of unpofition and per-
fecution would be rendered more odious.,” And
he accufed that church of attempting to fet up an
[vquisiTron, only becaufe they brought on fuch
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