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DISCOURSE

On Faith and its Influence, &e,

' L.



True Faith will. produce gond Works,

A
DISCOURSE,

Whercin arc opened

The Naturc of Faith, andits powerful In-
fluence on the Heart and Life ; together

. with the contrary Nature and Effects of
Unbelief : And Anfwersto various Objec-
(jons.

To which are Perfized

A brief View of the prefent Srate of the Proteftant
World, with fome Remaks on the Writings
of Mt Sandemnan,

-
-Pm“*—_-mwr‘ -

Bylsaac Backxus., .

!

ey =

Minifter of the Gofpcl in Middleborough.

r Purifying their Hearts by Faith, A&. tz. .

it was needtul for me to wrire unto you, and exhort you
that you fhould earnefily c.ooiind for the Faith which was
once delivered unto the Saints, Jude 3,
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The Introduction, containing a brief
View of the prefent State of the Pro-
teftant World 5 with fome particular

Rzmarks on the Writings of Mr. San-
deman.

%ﬁ;ﬁ‘%ﬁ »>HEN men fee a hew book, *tis natural
=Lk z < for them to enquire the occafion of its
2w

sk . (peciall hen th
ppearance, eipecialiy now wien the
L2z ﬁ‘% world 15 fo full of them. The requeft

of triends isa common excufe, and may
truly be alledged here; yet that is not the chief
motive. And what encouragement can the prefent
face ai things give to fuch 2 work as this @ For the
Janguage of bookfellers in our country for fome yerrs
fias born a near refemblance to that of one defcribed
~ in the London Mag zine for April 1763. Who re-
fuled to print a poem, becau’e the fubje® was too
moral and relig'ous ; and faid, |
- *‘Had your poem been garni:h’d with modifh chit chat,
How Fanny faid this, and how Cloe did that ;
L:c’d with bandry and fmut, had you publifh'd a play,
L could fell off two thoufand ar lealt the fieft day.
For whate’er you may fancy, you live in an age, |
When the church do not pay half fo wellas the ftage ;
D -ar Do&or, the’ kill'd both in Hebrew and Greek,
You had much better preach for five Shillingsa week
‘Than publith fuch verfe—for whatever is in't,
it ferious, it ne’er pays for paper and print”.

Yer
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6  True Faith will produce good Works.

Yet ({trange as it may {eem) a heart affelting view
of this deep f{lcep which we are fallen into, is the
principle motive to this attempt, towards ftiring fouls

up 1o a living and pradtical regard to divine truth :

T'he negle& whereof has brought this lethergy upon
us. And while it was coming on, various things have
diverted ourminds from a fenfe of our danger. Some-
times our thoughts were prying into-fufurities, to the
neglettof prefeat living untoGod; and then every thing
that could be met with of a prepheticalnature was pub-
lithed and ipread : Not oniy {uch as were ferious cal-
culaitons or-conjeftures from fc‘ripture, but alfo ro-
mantic vifions anddreams. At other times, witty or
angry controver[y employed our minds in various
fhapes : yca, inftead of living by faith as we oughe,
many have contended (as hard as 7ob and his
friends did) about what frith s,

And 1 believe counfel has beep darkned with words
without knowledge, as much ip £his controverly as in
that., Aslonz as Fob view'd God inall that befe!
him, he did not fin with bis Lips 5 but when he tur-
sed to difpute with his friends, each party mifapplied
excellent truths, and retorted their miitaken conclufi-
ons til} their fpirits were wearied out @ yet when the
Lord appeared he made them all afham’d cf therw
condu® ; and doubtlefs his appearance now would
have thz fame cffe@ upon fome of our late difputan:s.
The negleé of right condu& inmany who have made
great profeflions of faith, has given occafion for the
builders on works to exert themfelves afrefh ; and the
writings of a rcligious nature which have had the moft
current {pread in this land for fome years paft, were
fuch as, undcr a pretence of promoting morality and

- — ) -

cood order, have been ievelled apainfl many of the
Pccu]mr '
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-~ peculiar doStrines of chriftianity ; yea fme of them
- ¢vén againft the true deity of its great author.

Inthe mean timewe have one * who makega (hew
O%al)Pearing for thofe great dodtrines,and to ftir peaple
up to look into them,that yet hasartfully mixed fuch a

- pation, as tends to fettle menin a dca;! ﬂeep: And
*fince his writings have been a means of hardning ma-
ny in iniquity, and of entangling or perplexing fome
" ferious minds, 1 {hall attempt to point out fome per-
nicious principles, which he bas- interf erfed among
many choice truths, _ o |
- Hehas {et down a charming defcription; of the
| ;ipoﬁ]e’s manner of preaching in thefe terms,.v'iz._
. ¢ As they exhibit no allurements to the pallions of
_* men ; fo neither dothey enterinto any parly of capi-
¢ tulation with his prelumptuous reafonings ; but
-« ftorming and demolifhing thefe, they prefs forward
-« to his confcience, charge him before God, and con-
¢ verfe with him'there.  They clear up, and prefent
¢ in a firiking view before him, the half defaced rea-
* ¢ fons of duty, naturally imprinted in his heart, and
«¢ fhew at once, how unfutable to them his thoughts
« and adtions have been. They unfhakle his con-
< Icience, and make it fpeak our, and, with the high~
““ eft demonftration, enforce every thing it {peaks,
-¢ And while they fhut up all his imagined fources of
" light andhope,they furnifh him with a fi upernatural
 reafon of hope ftamped with the divine chara&er”. Jf

Such

* Mr. Robert Sandeman, who came from Seotlandin autumn
- 1764. and after travelling into various parts of the coun-
try be gathered a church at Portfmouth ; but that was
fcattered Jaft fall,and he has a (mallfocietynow in Bofon,

t Letters on Theron and Afpacio 3 Editon Vol I
 page 226,
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Such fine paffages as this, willinduce fome to take
down all that fu¢h a writer fays,almoft wishout exami-
nation. But if we oblerve the divine caution, Take
beed what you hear,we may foon find things of ano-
ther nature ; Tor the Apofiles are dead, and this writer
has railed aflately monument for them, and infcribed
shereon, PAUL'S GOSPEL. And now he willnot
allow any man to call himfelt Chrift’s ambafador,
an ' to befeech ‘culs in Chriff’s flead to be reconciled
to God : ¥ and for no better reafon that 1 can find
than this, viz that many have abufed that charader
firce the Apoftle’sdays + Therefore now whenone
minifter fays to his hearers, ¢ Let me tell you, the
““ Lord bath fent me at this time to proclaim liberty
“ to the capt.veshat are in this fad, bitter, and (10
““ their thinking ) defperate condivion ; libertyGed hath
* given thee, if thou wilt come freely ; ncthing in
““ the world fhall hinder thee”. This author faysthat
1n this paffage, ** His lofty felf conceit may be feen™.
And when another minifter expufiulates with his
hearers thus, ¢ Can none of my exhortations, none
“ of my friendly inreaties prevail with you to
“ roufe up, and look into your ewn hearts, and exa-
¢ mine your flate and condition” &c T his man cries
‘“ obferve with what cignity this gentleman ffruts in
““ his pulpit”. § And he concludes his bock with this .
advice to his readers, viz. *¢ Afrer you have heard
“* the orthodox fo plainly sflirming, that juftification
““ is an at of God’s free grace,—lufier them not'ro
¢ put the change upon you, Whenever they begin
“ tortalk toyou of any at you are to exert in order

10

® 2. Cor. 8, 20,

+ See Letrers Vol, 1. page 43. &e.
§ Letters Vol, 2. page 203, 204, 208,
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. 1o acceptance, and call‘ it a ju{’cify,i’ng adt, which
¢ youare to exert by thé help of God’s grace, be
- %< you ready to replyy Avauat ; none of your tricks |
f {c‘ [t you wmﬁd pl‘;’ﬂC_h gofptl E*O s, you muf’c [ﬁllj
-« ys fomethidg fit to give us joy as we preff:nt]g
-« fdnd unconicious of any diftinguifhing qualifica-
¥ tion”, *

. Herereader,only look back to hisdefcription of the
. Apoftle’s way of preaching the gofpel, and judge fo™
~ thyfelf, if hedoes not teach finners to gainfay juft fuch
-preaching now as they delivered, when they “ pref-
. ¢ fed forward to the finners confcieice; charged him’

/
e,

« before God, and converfed with him there 3 and:
. < (hur up all his imagined fources of light and hope™
< while they called him to believe in the Lord Jefus and
" ye thall be faved : yea he teacheth them to refift. fuch
~_preachers now as they would the.devily by crying;
. ¢ Avaunt ! necne of your tricks !
4 It is readily gfahted that this wfitr has pointed
" out many dark ftrokés in’-the writings of our moft
noted divines 3 and if he could clear off all their mil=,
" takess he fHould'be as welcome thereto, as any crow
~could be to take all the carrion out of our pleafant
“fields 3 but who would abandon their fruitful fields,
““becaufe fome crow’s meat was found there ? Yet he
~bends all his wic this way; for after naming Mr,
. Flavel, the Erfkine's and many others;under the name
- Of popular preachers, he fays, < I would be far from
#¢ refuling even to the popular preachers themfelves,
- #¢ what they fo much gfudge to.others, the benefit
. %% ot the one inftance of an hardned finner finding

Gt

- mercy at laft: For 1 know of no finners - more.
- hidrdened, none greater deftroyers of mankind than
' B they™,

[ L
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* they”, ¥ And afterwards, fpeakmg of the writings
¢ of Meﬂirs Guthrie, Marfbal, Bofion and Daddr:dgc,
% he fays, If any profane Perfon, who defires to be
* converted, fhall take pains toenter into the fpirit
5¢ of thele books, it will be ealy to thew, from the
¢« pew-teftament, that he thereby becomes two-fold
¢« more the child of hell than he was before” +
And he tells Mr. P. that he was * particulatly fond”
of thele two paﬂ'aereé “ Not (fays-he) that thefe
¢s paflages contain any thing but what is aimed at in
& every pacre” Thus we happen to have his own
account of what he aimed at thro’ all his writings,
even againt fuch as he allows do plainly enough fet
before ¢ us many articles of the apoftolic doétrine”, -
Yea who ¢ affert almoft 4/l the articles belonging to |
¢ the facred truth”, $ Now comparethis with what .
he fays of others ¢ ¢ Many, fays-he, trufting in -
¢¢ themfelves, that they are more emment]y godly
s¢ than others, look down with a folemn pride on

~ %¢ the reft of mankind.—Many have their pride not

< 3 lictle gratified, by complaining of the defeitions
¢ of the church whereof they are members”. Yet:

there is fcarce one proteflant author that he names{
without complaining of his defeftions ; and where he:

«could find nothing to complain of, he conceals their | [

names; for he Iays “ I have as found occafiony’
¢ freely adopted the obfervations, andeven the words}
¢¢ of the frxends of the doftrine contained in thefe

¢ fheets, without feeing any neceflity of quoting them!
, 0,;
* Lctters on Theron &c, Yol, 2 page 138,

+ 1bid page 191, Ep:ﬁalary Correfpondence between S. P”
and R, §. page 20, }

I

|

I Letters Vol, I, page 271 & Vol, 2. page 246, Vol 2
Page 194
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Truc;’ Faith will produce good Works.  1v

> < or mentioning their names”, But why not their

names on one fide as well as the other? Why he
fays ¢ There was no attacking the popular doétrine

% to any purpele, without making antonef efiay to-
- ¢ wards profaningthe divinity of thofe demi- gods**

Now my dear friends, behold ! this man is fo bum-

* ble that he exclaims aloud againft every bodies pride

but bis own ! and he i3 {o boneft that he exerts all hig

— wit to expole the nakednefs of proteflant fathers 3 but
 adopts theif geod obfervations, while he conceals cheip

" names that they may pafs for his own ! |
= -~ Yet he would not have usthink that he i1s moved
~ to this condu& by the prejudices of education ; becaufe
" he tells us he was trained up from his infancy under
" fuch teaching, and long fought to form his heart
~ thereby : * But, fays be I am far from thinking I fay
;¢ any thing extravagant, or in the leaft injurious to

- % my conicience, when I affirm, that I might have

“ ¢ been as profitably employed, and even with .as
- % much chriftian piety, in attending the levee of the

“ lady of Loretto”. Vol 1 page1z1.
Here obferve, Loretto is a city in Italy, where

. Roman Catbolicks {ay they have the boly bouf: that
+ the virgin Mary was born in, which they pretend

was carried through the air from Gallzlee by angels:—
therefore many thoufands yearly refort there, to pay

i their devotions to the Ladies image, with the infant
. on her arm. -7 So that he had as good have faid,
4 Thereis are profitable means to promote chr.ftian
¢ piety in attending the worfhip of thevirgin Vary,

““1n the depths of papery, as there are under {uch tea-
“ chers as Mr. Bofton, the Erfkins's &c”.

B o Let
® Letters Vol. 2 page 245, 246.

{ Univefal Gazeteer at the word Lorotto.
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~ Letthis be kept in mind, and we will turn ane
enquire what more profitable means are tobe hag
under his teaching. If we afkhow a Foulcomst be-
lieve in Chrift, his reply is that & Faith comes not by
s¢_human endc‘avours, or the, ufe of any . means, even
“¢ under the grea hﬁ advantages that men cun enjoy”.

But fays he, ¢ The conveyance of the faldtary trucl
 to them for their reliet; as much preveas ever)
6 mtmn of their will,—as did the divine oracious
“t: purpofe before the world-was”, * Now what can
have a more natural tendencyto g U'Lal'd againft a fenfe
of the guilt of unbelief,thaa this hzs ? 10 111u[‘crate his
meanma he fays, ‘ Lec us learn from the words of
1 ]eaus how infants at the befrmmnﬂ' of Llfe, and
 how condemned fellons at lhe end of it, enter
“ into the. kingdom of God. Thence we W1H fee

44

¢ how ln:t]e ‘account thedeity makes of all the migh
is

““ ty buftle ot 'odr thoughts thro” all the bufy fcene
b of Jife”. T '

In mder to eftablifh hxs notion of thefe two cales,
he pu*s a falfeconftruction upon others {entiments
conterning them, As to the firfl, he {peaks of fome
diffenters, and afterwards of Dr. Gill by name, whor
he reprefents as holding that adule perfops are intitu-
jed to baptifm, and o to the kingdom of Heaven
on account of fomething whicli Lhey cgindo more than
infants towards oémzmw a part therein, § W hereas
that controverfy is not concerning what any can dg
towards oamu.«mg, but ’tis apout f;:anyeﬂz:zg their 1n-
tereft iy " thet kingdom.  We have no account
who the parents of “them children were which were
bxwgzz 10 Jefus, - Mar. 19; 13,14 Neither does

he
# Letters: Vol. 2 page 67. 136, + Iobid page 40.
‘5 Letters Vol, 4 page 41 <03, o
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he (ay all fuch, but.of jﬂfb is the kingdom of Hea-

ven. Mr S, holds that * * ]u[’cnﬁcanon comes o

_:“

L]

: ¢ a parent, and his haufe at the fameume and fayv.
-’-- The parent then believing, according to what is

Y ipoken, is ]u[’clﬁed together with l'ns houfe”, If

this were true, it would prove that parents can do a

. great deal for others, .if not for themfelves. The
» text he refers to for the fupport of thisnotion, afferts

* fully that the word was [poken to all thai were in the.
| Jmlor s houfe, and that a/l rejoiced beligving in God,

‘.1

as 1t does that all were baptized, ACt. 16. 31-—34.
. Wone fpeaks more plainy againft #national churches

. than this author pretends ‘to do; yet how wvain
~are all fuch pretences, while ne holds things thus ?

Por all koow that families are the foundatlon of

~ nations: the old national church all- fpiantr from one
- emineqt belieyer.

Upon the other cafe viz. the tb:ef o the crofs, e
tikes fome paffages from. Meflirs. Flavel, Boffon, and

| Willifon wherem they warn fouls againft neg-

- lecling the great falvation becaule of that inftance
. of one who tound mercy at the laft : and becaufe they

lay, that was an extrgordinary time, fuch as will not

- hapoen ggaxn, and that the thief never had an offerof

grace before.” This author,catching at fuch expre[ﬁ-

-ons, metamarphofeth their dlfcourle till he would

- make their meaning to be ¢ That the pardoned fin-

EC

“ ner had extlaordmaly merit, namely, of the nega-

- ¢ give kind, yea, that he had within hima very lwe»
- ly fpark of goodnels” 5 and ftrains ic even to this,

© thar, mtmmdmar,r Mercy was, Upon an exrraor-
¢ dmaxy occalion.fhewn to txtl.l[udll‘l?lly worth™. T
- And havmcr Lhanﬂed thelr me"mmur i fucha wretch-

(:d manner, hL. thm COMP.res them co Proteus, who,

rhe

~ * Epifrolory Corcfpond, page 20. + Vaol. 2 p 40, 47.
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the poets faid would change bis lhape at bis pleafure.
And then brings in fome of the moft falfe fentiments
he ceuld find on that fubje 5 and fo fpends eigbteen
pages, and all to try to make out his pofition,
** That the deity makes lictle account of our thoughts
¢ thio’ all the bufy fcene of life”,

Yeo Jehovah calls the beaveus and earts to give
ear :0 what he bath fpoken, beeaufe his people dofh
not coNsIDER lfal. 1, 2,3, The reafon this man gives
why tnef: divines cannot mean right, is that it can
never.do to [ay, a perfon delays helieving a teftimo-
ny row, in hopes of finding it te be true hereafter ¢
an:d fo ridicules the notion of men’s delaying their
farch.  Buc Gud’s word informs us that when Felix
heard Paul concerning the faith in Chrift 5 fo that
trih madenim tremble,and hisimmediate anfwer was,
go ihy way for- this time, And as we are exprefly told
that faith comes by bearing 4 {o the danger of neglefing
it, 1s.often warped againft in thele terms, 7o day if ye -
wil! bear bis voice bardnednot your bearts. -And though
he treass them with contempt for holding forth that
the thief had not outftoed fuch calls as prefumptuous -
fioners now do! yet Paul {ays, Tobtained mercy becaufe
I faned IGNORANTLY, in unbéhefo 1 Tim, 1. 13,

A: the fame timethis writer would be {o far, from |
b-ing accaunred aner.emy topood works,that he gives 4
it 2s Paul’s mind, intimated to true Chriftians,” that
«¢ they could not warrantably be affured of their hap- |
¢ py ftate by any excrcife of mind, without the felf |
« denied works of obedience.** And he takes pains
to diftinguith between the affurance of faith, and the
afiurance of hope, and refers the firlt to the sruth be- |
lieved, the other to our fniereff therein, And he fays,
¢ No man can be chareed with the, fin of difbelieving
“ the golpel for doubiing if he be 2 good Chr'i{:t:‘agj

13 |
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L True Faith will produce good Works. 15
¥ *
i ¢¢ his chief hazard lies on the other fide.”Of the aflu-
i rance of faith hefays,* They obrain it without their
& 6 ufing any endeavours in fearch of it;— whereas
i ¢ the affurance of hope isenjoyed en/y by thofe who
# ¢ give all diligence to obtain it.” * Now compare
“ rthis with his effay to detect others artifice,in confoun.
* ding grace and works together, where he fays,* Muft
i «¢ we not fay, that all the good works which thall be
. ¥ recompenced at the refurruction of the juft, are pro-
= ¢ duced by the influenceof the divine Spirit dwelling

¢ in the hearts of thofe who believe ! yer fuch is
¢ the connection betwixt every good werk and its
: ¢ reward, that according to fcripture, the juftice of
- % God, not to fay his grace, is concerned to make it
SO {: gOOd.” -[—
Were this true then, he that gives all diligence
- to perform the felf denicd works of obedience, and lo
. obrains the affurance of hope : God's juftice, not to
. {ay his grace, would be concerned to reward him for
., thole good works at the rejurveftion of the jus,
. Wheress according to the gofpel, juflice is as much
- concerned to forgive the penitent, and to cleanfe him
- from all unrightcoufnels, as ro reward his good works :
~ *Tis all thro® grace in Chrift Jelus, Rowmn 5. 17.
. 2 Jobn t. 9. Kev. 8. 3, 4.

Tho' this author abounds wich ¢riticifm, yer this,
* and other icriptural diffiné#ious he labours to explode.
' As, 1. The ditin&lion between dodirinal and experi-
» mental knowledge 5 between right motions of truch in
. the bead, and. knowing them in the beart, When

Mr. P. had profefled a full concurrence with his fen-

timents concerning faith, and then made an attempt
. toexplain his dificition of ir, as ¢ a bare belief of

“ the bare report of the gofpel”s fo as to make it
mean
* Letters Vol, 2 page 140, 141, 4 Ibid page g6,

——
) -r""‘, I-:

X
2,
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mean more thamwhat is commonly calléd 2 Jpecs-
“ lative, notional, or dead faith” : Mr. . replys, that

“ any attempt to render; my Janguage on this head
Jefs of‘fcnﬁve, 15 enough to alarm me and awaken

< {ufpicion”, Epilt. Correfpond page 02° And tho’

Mr. P. exprefied his [han,ktUI{]Efs tor the helvhe had”
received from our author’s writings to clear bis views,

and relieve bis mind 5 yet becanfe he adds his perfua-

fion that he had, ¢ tmcly Lnown aid preached truff
‘" ted and loved the L.otd Jefus Chrift jor many
« years’, and therefore could not join in his fevfrzt}"
acainft other preachers and writers ; Mr. §. tries hard

to dete Mr. P, of b)pacrffy, anid concludes that there
muft be fome defe? orm:ﬂaka in his faith, tho’ he could'
not pretend to poink eyt wherein it lay, p. 61, But if
this diftinction was excluded, how would it ftrength-
en thedzifts when they hear Jefus declare to his dtfm tes:

that they k#ew, what they afferted that they d1d not

know 5 fob. 14 4—9. T he glory of God in the face

of Chrilt had thined into their beart, tho' they had not.
as yet, diftint notions thereof in their kbeads - And’
tho’ they truly believed in him as' the wiay # the

Father, yet they knew not the fcripture,that be sauft vife
again from the dead, John zo. gs But after he arofe;
he opened their underfbandings, fo that they could difs
tinétly and boldly preach the forgivenefs of jins, to
]ew.r who are gathered from among 4!l nations Luk.

4. 45, —47. Act, 2. Yet flill it was a long time
be tore they had fo muchhead knowledge as to preachf

this golipel freely to the gentiles. All which fhews

that diftin& notions in the head, and a knowing theé
truth 1n the beart are quite different things.

2 Mr.§. makes no juft diftinétion “between a

- flavifh and a child-like fear, but labours to confound

them together, He declares that no fixed Judgmenﬁ

CRY
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;‘tan be f ormed oF azzy man’s f{tate, but a panent Cotte
'imuance in well damg to the end. *“ No mortal,
% fays he, can attain any fuch affurance of hopc
&byt that he fill finds himfelf occalionally in hazard
8¢ of lofing it”. page 8'5' And he aflerts that, one
"" ¢an fcarce’do a greater hurt to profefiors, than by
.‘;,;4" indulging them in the thought vhat they are ar bot.
4 tom pofleffed of fome mherent good prmc:pb”.
“4C A teacher, fay ys be, runs no rilk of exceeding in’
“o urging the motives to fzar”, page 92. Bur Paul
j fays, ye have ot received the fpirit of bonda.€
‘egain to fear: And Zacharias bleffed - God that
;FClmﬂ would deliver us trom our ¢nemies, fo that

“we might ferve him wiITHOUT FEAR, in bolinefs and
"ngbteazzﬁw/} bqfare bim, all the days of our life, Rom.
r3 15. Luk 1. 74. 75.

- Now | defy him or any other man to reconcile
1tlthefe ma:ters, without carelully diltinguithing berween’
“that bondage thro’ fear o aearh which fouls are fub~
f‘ jet to before Chrilt delivers them; and the reve ence

and godly fear, whereby gracious per{bn Jerve God,
““Heb. 2. ty & 12. 28 1 come to his diflike of a
Ahird - diftin&ion, which he delivers thus. < Hence
f‘ we may fe¢ how unfit the common addréfles at the
¢ end of Sermons to believers, as diffinguifh.d from
5‘&‘ Carelefs and unconcerned, are to promote the buli-
A¥ fefs of true edification”. page 84. Who canrefrain’
“from comparing thefe *hings with what God fays to]
*falfe prophets ¢ viz, #71th lies have ye made the beart
~6f the righteous fad, whom I have not made fad ;
“and ftrengtined the ba.ds of the wickel, that be
)Z’azz!d not return from bis wicked way, Ezck Ig
“22. Yea he fays, they do it by their lies, and by their

SLYGHTNESS. Jer. 23, 14, 32, This may turn us’
C vy
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to look at the line of praﬁ:c'e which this mah is lai
bouring to promote; as it is pointed to in various pansé
of hiz Letters ; but is more clearly defcribed iny
pamp“nlct printed laft year, called,* A plain and full;
« account of the chriftian praétices oblerved by the
« church.in St. Martir's-le-grand, London, ani:
«« other churches in fellowﬁrhp with them”. In
the edition of it at Boflon, the éhtrches from him arey
called « sanp:rMaNIan”, The profefled defign
of it, is ¢h uﬂy to give a full accaunt of thofe pmc‘?:u ~.
ces wherem they differ from others. page 4. % An.
the firft article of fuch difference’ which they nameis
their having the Lord’s Su;per every Sabbath, for.
which. they cite A&, 20 7. And becaufe the difci:’
ples met with that defign on that day, when Paul]’

was there ; they would have it, that thefe churchesif:
brake bread every firlt day, p. 6. Another pradtice;:

"’ l
y
they exprels thus, “ Inthe mterva! between the mord"

< ping and afternoon fervice, we Have our love feaffs;
o of which every one partakes ; by dining at the
% houfesof fuch of the brethren who live fufficienty.
4" ly near,—that the poor may have a comfortableiw..
“ meal at the expence of the more wealthy,—We -
¢ cannot_allow any member te be abfent from the}::

o bt
A fea{‘r either thro’ indiffcrence or mere mconvem-g

¢ ence”, page 4. 8. To prove this they quote threc:
texts, viz. 1 Gor. 11. 20, 21, 2’ Pet. 2 13. Fude TN

‘Wherein we inay oblerve, that Pawl calls the Cortnih!
ians tealls, their oon fupper, in diltin&tion from ther -
Lord’s Supper ; and Fude calls them your feaﬂs‘..a
_Thus three Apoflles reproved the diforders which-at: -
tended thofe fealls; and we have no account thatonet]

apoftie ever pra&mcd them, Tis moft Jikely thal
- - theyy

o
[

i

& Note, the quotations are from the London edition.
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{hey were taken up in imitation of the old Few:/5
fealts, without-any divine warrant at all. |

1.3 The next particular of their pradtice is; at their
fealt, and at the admiffion of members. and at other
‘opportunities they falute each other with a kifs of
'?}bari’tj page 9 10. And they fay,  we accountald
1% objeftions againt it, and all attempts to fet it afide,
4 by fubfliruting any other form of falutation in s
“#room, to proceed from a dilregard to the autherity
8¢ of the new-teftament”. Howewver | would afk 1s
“there no difference between cuffoms of exprefling our
Irefpes to each ocher, and ordinances of worfhip to-
cwards God ? And is it as criminal to alter the moae
lof exprefling our love to one another, as to cha-ge
::his ordinances ! The deifts make a handle of what
< Paul {peaks of another cuftom,again(t all revelation :
sone of them once faid to me, Faul was miftaken in
fome things, for he fays, *« Doth not nature it lf
44 teach you, that if a man have long huir, it is 2
¢ fhame unto him ; he miftook nature for cuftom”.
> But I think Mr. Edward’s remark is a gond 1eply
~to this ; which is *¢ that *tis cuflom which eflablifhes
# “ any outward fign, as a token of inward fentiment ;

: % therefore when it had eftablithed the wearing of
% ¢ long hair, asthe fign of afemale, nature it Jelf tanght

| 2%

¥ thatit was a fhame for a manto appear in the knowp
% ¢ garb of a woman”. So here, thole precepts which
« they refer to, undeubtedly require to {alute the faints
2 with fincere tokens of love : But I am not convinced
# that they require us to falute with a kifs, asa token of
: _[j:):ritual love, among people who fcarce ever knew
-1t ufed, to manifeft any other than natural or carnal
* love

 Wafing of feet, was a necdful kindvefs in old
tmes, tatrayellers, ‘becaufo their manner of drefs

C 2 left

L]
L
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left their feet expoled to the duft; but it feems this‘
peoplc are confcious that cuffom has made fome alte.
ration in thefe things now !for they . hold tha
John 12, 14: makes it our duty towafh a brother|
feet, only when it can be an adt of kindnefs to do fo,|
p 13. And doubtless that example of our Lord,|
~ought to muke us all ready to do the lowelt att of,
kindnefs to each other: but to waf feet only as a;
refligious ceremony ; this we are told has long be:n]
annually practifed by the Pope, and by feveral Kings'
of Eurape. | | !
T his"people often profefs their i regard to ferips,
ture; yei they d. clare that they find neither exprels,
precept nor precedent therein, for family prayer,:
while they fay, it feems neceflary for mainraini’ngE
« the fear of God ina family”, page 14, But what}
fear of Ged would they maintain, without precept or|
precedent from him¢ # However their defign inme-;
diately appears, by their proceeding to judge thofe|
who infift upon the pra&tice of family prayer, and the,
fir/t day fab:ath, but dilregard the feafts of cbarfty,t
the holy kifs, &c as perfons, * influenced to ther|
«¢ religious pradifes, not by the fear of God; the au:
<t thority ot Chrift, or the (pirtt of truth” page 16,
"Thus they judge others : andas to their own mem.
bers, they lay, “ Inevery church tranfa&ion, whether|
«“ it be receiving, cenfuring, or expelling members,
« choofing officers, or the like ; we efteem unantmi-
“ ¢ty to be zblolutely neceflary : Nothing is decided|
‘“ by the vote of the majority—1In fome cafes indeed!
¢ there are diffenting voices : The reafons of thede-
s {oent are thercupon propofed and confilered ; if,

they

¥ I believe there is precept, and precedent too in the
~ word for famuly prayer ; but as my views on that fubjed
‘were publifhied laft year, ! fhall net repeat them here

L] _#
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¢ they are feriptural, the whole church has;cauﬁ; to -
# change its opinion ; if not, and the perfon perfifts
1« in hig oppofition to the word of Grod, the chu:ch is .
s« bound to rejet him”. page 24. 25. What mon-
firous things are here 1 ; ‘
.1 Hereis a felf contradiclion ; for the fir{t part
© of the paragraph allers. that nothing is decided by the
- wote of a majority, while the laft part declares that
the church rejeéts a perfon that difents; 1. e. the
major e qs the minor. |
"2 Here s cruel tyranny, to oblige every member,
i to believe as the church believes in ¢very act, on pam
< of being reselled. ﬁ
* g2 Hereisan awful affuring of _Hgf prerogative
- ¢f the moft bigh ; for the churches optnion which the
. diffenting perfon perfifting 1n oppofition to, 1s, with-
 out referve, called ¢ the word of God”. Thisis the
chuch which does not pretend to « have any exprels
« dire&tion for the precife day. in which their feafls
“ thould be obferved”. page 8. whoy:thave chofen
the Lord's Day for it, and cannot allow indifference
t or mere fnconveniznce to keep one member therefrom.
. And they have gone fo ‘ar towards f5rbrding to mar-
. ry, as pollitively to deprive a minilter of his gfftce if
¢ he thould marry a fecond wife. page 18. yea, thisis
: the church that makes woid the divine rule concerning
o forgrvenefs, {o far as ablolutely ro refule to re erve a
perion again, if hefhould incur their cenfure after they
% pad reftored him twice. And yet they call this a
v Jolemn check put upon all difobecience to the gofpel of
. Chri} : yea,and to ffrike therejeéted man’s confcieite
20 bring him to repentance ! page 23 O ftrange! bring
- him to repentance, but never receive him again !
- Yetafier all their folemn checks, they tacitly brand
- all with the odious nane of Pharifzes, who areagainft
S encouraging

- - - F
= _?lil1'-;t1'h‘;;%L -'h-T::_ e iy
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encouraging all diverfions publick or private which
ar¢ not ‘¢ connected with circumitances really finful”,
page 1§, 16, compare this with Ecclef. 7. 2—4.
Phil. 4. 5.1 Thef. 5. 8 and many othér Scripcures,

Methinks I hear fome fay, ¢« We are tired of hea-
““ ring fuch things, and why do you fpend fo much
*'Jabour againft fo mean a perfon, who is pleafed
“ with being taken notice of, tho’ it be in a way. of
«« oppofition” ? 1 grant thefe remarks tabe true 5 and
the meanef? thing 1 can fee in him, is the decestful
methods which he has raken to promote his defigns ;
yet as I wasconvinced that hereby he has impoied up-
on many, I thought it .duty to point out fome of
thofe deceptions, and fo to warn my fellow men of
their danger ; otherwife 1 fhould think this labcur ye.
ry ynbecoming. -

- He and his followers make great profeffions of
appearing for defpifed truth. 1he dollrine of thg
crofs, and Paul’s Gofpel; and have accordingly rai-
{ed their flandards in the capi-als, both of o/d and
new- England : And inﬂeatf of Paul’s motto, 1 fafl-
ings often they have fet up the baits of feaftings often,
and a free encouragement ofboth publick and privated:-
ver flons; asif inclination did not lead people faftenough
that way, without the fan&ion of religren to put them
forward therein. And inftead of keeping under the
body, their fcheme would keep many from divine wor-
thip, every Lord's day, 10 'provide for jfeafling the
. body. And tho’ they fay, *« We are utterly againft
““ aiming to promote the caufe we contend for;cither
““ by creeping into private houfes, or by caufing our
“ voice to be heard in theltreets”, page 29. yetthey
do it by that art, |
« Whole fofteft notes out- ftrip loud thunders found,
And fpread their accentsthro’ theworld’s vaftround™

And

* Stennet’s Anegma on writing,
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~ And as creeping, is the oppofite of:going upright ;
- thereforcall who walk not uprightly according to the
truth of the gofpel! letit be to getinto private or
- publick houfes, arejuflly faid to creep. in,

Paul’s weapons were ufed for calling down 1riagi-

nations and every high thing that. exalteth it felf

againlt the knotwviedge of God, and bringing into cap-
tivity every thotight to the obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor.
10. §. But this pretender to Paul’s golpel, encoura«
oeth finners to hope that either they were juftified in

infancy,or elfe may be at the clofe of life » and teach-

eth them that the deity maxes /1itle account of our
thoughts thro’ all the bufy [eenes ol life: andinftead

- of pulling drwn fatan’s ffrong bolds, he hasifed his

art to fortify them, fo that now, if a preacher makesa
clofe addrefs to their 2hought and confeience, and calls
them in Chrilt’s name to furrender into his hands
to believe on him &ec. the sniggination of a dead
body is brought up, and the preacher is ridiculed as
it he was ablurdly talking to'a fenfelefs corpfe ; the?
probably the fame image, was in the finners thoughts
in theother part of the difcourfe, to guard againt any
convictiorr that he was fpiritually dead, becaule he is
naturally alive. Yet after this man has exerted all
his wits to caft contempt upon' fiich addrefs; as it the
preacher certainly meant that théte was. fome good
principle in the finner’s will ; he is fo inconfiftent, that
hie labours much to mave profeflors to, what he ¢a'ls,

- the {elf denied works of obedience, without a!lowing

them ta think that they are pogfefed of any inberent
good principleatall.  He fays, < A perfon by being

““ brought tothe knowledge of the trath, is not there-
* by led to think himfelf poffefs'd of fome good prin.
‘“ ciple, by which he ftands more nearly related to
“ God than he was,or than other men, His comfort

- does
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*« does not lie in thinking on any change he has un,

+ % dergone, but he 15 comioried in thinking on what

““ is withoyt hum, on what 1s abfent from him, everf
% on what isin Heaven.,” So Balaam {aid, I fhall fee
bim but not wow 1 1 fhall bebeld kim, but ner nigh;
wherees Pauf fays, Fefus Chril} is 18 you, except yoi
be reprobates.  Again, this writer fays, ** We muft
*¢ pot confider the perfon advancing to the aflurancé
¢« of hope as engaued in certain round of dutics, {o
“ a5 his comfort fhould arife from a conf 15ufnefs of
‘“ his performing or deliring to perlorm them frony
‘¢ right mottves. -

« Thusche chriftian profeflion would becorhe 4
¢ pharifaical fcheme, We muft rether confidet
¢ him, as, at the nik of all othet evils, {eeking of
«« fhfter from the greateft in the fociety of Chrift
,» 3nd his difciples”.® What contradiction 1s here to
Rom, 8. 15. Gal. 4. 6.2 Cor. 1. 12, and great num-
bers of other places ? And' what does all Mr. §'sre-
ligion come to at laft, more than {peculative notions
about the fruth, and fome outward doings, without
thinking he is poflef’d of any good principle by which
he ftands more nearly related to God than other men ;
and without being confcious of having experienced
any inward change, fo as to al from right molives,
or aefiring fo to do ! Yet when he goes on in feaff:ng,
laup bter, and diverfions, he {till hopes to have [beler
from the greated of evils, in the fociety of Cbrilt and
bis difciples. Now if we remember Loretto, and how
he has treated protefignt writers 1n general, and ob-
{erve that he declares our writers, upon the fteps ot
the {pirits work in conviftion and converfion, to be
¢« much more hurttul to mankind, than writers of
« romances” ; and plainly fignifics that the pulput at

prefest

% Epiftolary correfpond. p 82,83, & 86,
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"prefent does miore burt than the flage : And he {2 ¥S,
“ When we hear one defcribing to us how he ﬁrﬂ.
% obuined peacé with God, it we fiud Kim taking
1"“ pains to inform us of the influences of grace he
¢ telein his heart, and the operations of the Spirit lea-
#< ding him 6a to Converfion, we may fately (ay,
s This is a {pirit that (peaks of it {elt y this is not
/ the true grace of God”. * And it we reflect again
‘that  bis plan of charch guvernment, difallows
;the diftmngtion between circunfiariial, and eflential
ipo-nts, which is fo general with proteftants, and re-
sjedls every member that dare be o bold as to judge
‘otherwile in any cafe, than the church does; and yet

ithatthls very church referves hberl} to her feif to

seorr e miflakes, and alter her ways as other matters
“may occaffimallybe prefented. page 24. 3 1+ Thefe
vand other things would be apt to make us think of

“an old ftory which they ufed to tell, of perfons taking:
lanctuary in the bofom of the church, whofe head is

*called Chrift’s vicar on earih,

. And tho’ this man and his followérs appears con-
“temptible to many, and he glories in i, and would
;not have any think thereis any danger of their-¢¢ ma.

'j’

« king head as a' fation or party s of this world”,

! D yet
E* Letters on Theron &c. Vol." 2 page 61. 103.

. 243 1 am far from thinking that our writers on
5 thefe fubjed@s are free from errors : The following dif-

courfe will fhew the contrary ; yet to treat Mr, Her~

i vej, and many other excellent authors as he has done,
~1s monftrous ; tho” his treatment of the work of God’s
Spirit is piuch more abomiinable.

. F ¢ Left thou fhouldeft ponder the path ot life, her

““ ways are moveablz, that thou canft not know Lhem
Prov, 5. 6,

Epift. Correfpond. page 15,

*#fq
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yet a “due conﬁderatlon n the hight of truth’ might
give us another view of eur ﬂate. For tho’ few havg
received his model of church affairs 3 yer many af
pleafed with his crafty cants upon our moft.awakel
ning preachers and viriters ; and inftead of mortifying
1he ("wds of the body, they are {trongly attached to the
pleafures of Jeafe.- And if we realize how much prof
f:fTors of religion value themf{elves, upon their nice
diftinctions and refined fpeczz!miam, with {ome polite}
forms 5 while they give fad proofs of unacquamted[
nefs with beart exercife, anda fiving conformity to God
and obferve how many 15ventions they are feeking am{
to eafe their minds, in neglect, if not contempr, of
this geod old way 5 thefe, and many other things might;
juftly alarm us 2. For ler men pleafe themfc]ve&;
never fo much with their refined fentiments, and aF
bare belief of the truih 5 yer he who cannot lie, fays,
““ Bécaule they received not the love of the rrmbﬁ'
¢ that they might be {aved, God fhall fend themt
¢ flrong delyfions, that they may believe a liey thaty
¢ they all'might be damiied, who believed not the
‘“ trath, but had pleafure in unrighteoufue(s”, 2 Thef}:
2. 10—12. What did the counfel of Balaam do, aft
ter he had fpoken many bright truchs ? Fmﬂmg un-|;
‘der the name of religion, dnd carnal embrace, invol :
ved [jrael in fuch iniquity, as- Phinebas and other)
princes faid, they were not cleanfed from, even when -;,f
fettled in Canaan, altho’ there was a plague which}
fwept off twenty four thoufand of them, Num. 25, g.i
and 31. 16, Fefbua. 22, 17. See allo Rev. 2, 14, f
The apof’rle Pauf not only fays, Itis hbigh time o}
awake out of fleep, but he alfo warns us againft this, |
and other {nares which tend to lall us to ficep again;}
for we are told that the'word Coman e, which is tranfla-§

ted rioting,in Rem. 13, 13, is with the heathen theGod}:

i
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‘:ﬂw f feafts : * And furc]y thatGod who mu{’r have feaf?-
gzng and krﬂ'ﬂg, upon every day thar 1s fet a part for
""ghls worfhip, 1s more proper]y called Coinus ithan Corift
or + Lord Peor than Lord Fefus: 1 doubt not but
dmany are now drawn into thefe ways in their fnplici-
w2y, as thofe were who followed Aofalom, whin he
pretended he was going to pay bis vew unto toe Lord.
42 Sam. 15. 7, 11. 'Who then can hold his peace un-
der fuch apprehenfions ? No man’s ftation is fo Jow
; “but if he difcovered a larking encsy, or kindiing
ﬁ:ere dy tofpread {laughter and defolation allaround,
oucrht to alarin others of their danger : ie,who would
“excole him from guilt, if he nmle&ed fo todo?
; Plnd tho’ falfe al:arms ought not to he made, yet a
*mzﬂa/cﬂ in that would be more cafily exculed, than a
‘mf*crlc& to give notice of real danger. Therefore
snone may Juﬂly blame fo weak an attempt as this
us, it I have truly pointed out any fnares and dangers
“which at prefent attend us, that my brethren and Tel-
"r.t\lOW mortals were not fufficiently a ware of before ;
for when the apoftle Fude found it needful to write
unto us, and exhor usto contend earncfly for the [mt/a-
L*the reafon he gives therefor is, that there are ccriain
cmen (rept in unawares, who undcr a pretence of grace,
3 wuh great fwelling words, ule ali their art'co cover
,“Eand gratify the fire of Juffs, which expofeth to the
i ]uﬁ vengeance of elernal fire: And he plainly directs
_,}10 one method of help, thatis now crattily guarded
5 “againft, namely clofe and moving addr fies to men's
fou ls, for their deliverance from ruin,  After exhert-
mO‘ laints to a clofe walk with God, he {ays, * And
“of fome have compaffion,making adtﬁcrmu. : and

D 2 others
% Vide Dr. Gill on the place, and Mr. Ldivards’s lifeand
remains pubifhed 17035, ’

T Badl fignifies Lsrd,
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¢ others fayc with, f,ear, pulling thew out of the fire , §
“* hating even thé g.rment fpotted by the flefh”. Hel
had already fpoken of dreamers, and here he hasa|
plain allufion to perfons in a degp lieep, when, tho' |
they may have fine dreams and notions in their beads, |
yet the flames are Juft ready to confume them. Who!
can obferve this emblem and not renounce and deteft §
that cold, and generalway of {peaking upon the great|
concerns of etermty, that is fo muchin vogue at thls '
day I John was a burning as well as a /bmmg light, '}
Some {enfe of the imporrance of thefe things has!
carried me beyond my firlt defign 5 but now | | leave
the foreoromo' and followmo- remar 5 both ypon Olll‘-\
mifery and the golpel remcdy, to the readers jude.
ment, defiring each one to be as #0ole as the Beteans|
were, and /earcb the feriptures datly, whether thefe|
$0ings arg Jo If any thing is found to difagree there.:
with, let it be rejeéted in welcome @ but if any jcam,;
to regard the truth, he alone muf bear it,  On thel
other hand, if any (hall receive the leaft benefir here.}
by, ’tis hoped chey will neither neglect to give all the:

Glm-y (o God nor to pray for thelr unworthy fervantﬁ
in the Uofpcl. ’

Isaac Backus.
Middleborough, | |
May 4th 17067,
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Faith wroucrht with hls Works.
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JAMES 1I. 22

Seeft thowhow Faithwrought with his Works,
and by works was Faith made perfedd.

L L %% OME have thought that there was a diffe-

55“4 }*sﬂ cence in featiment betweea Paxl and
ames, becaufle one infifts fo much upon juf-
Pzt 7 por]

dfication by faith without works ; and the
other afferts that by worksa man is juftified, and

- not by faich only. Bur if the fcope and occafion of

their writings be duly attended to, this feeming con-
tradiCtion will vanith. Paul laboured  chiefly

. upoa laying the foundation of chriftianity, where
~ Chrift had not been named ; and [carce any thing is
. more narura] than for {ouls when awakned fo thmk
¢ that as by breaking the law they expofed themfelves
i to divine wrath; “fo’that the way to appeale that
¢ wrath, and obrain God’s favour is to keep the law :

therefore he engageth with all his might againft all
fuch notions, and fully proves that nothmcr but
Chnlt's righteoufnels can juftify us before God :

while }ames wrote principally to profeffors, to ftir
them up,and exhort them to live agreable to their pro-

ACHIOH



. o | * S Co . : ‘5, ‘
g0 . True Faith will produce good Works,

feflion, in the feveral places where they were featier-
¢d abroad 5 and to expole the ablurdity of prerending
to have falth when 1t did not produce obedlence
He puts the queltion, #hat doth it pr:fit my brethren,
150" a man |1y be bath faztb and have not works? can
f.szzf{:* fave him? That is, can that. be faving -faith
which does not bring forrh good fruit 3 - and "what
Profir i there in a man’s IaymO‘ he bas it, when we
have only his bare word to prove it ? And he pro-
cecis to make this demand, —Shew we thy faith
Witk thy warksy and L will lhew thee my fdith 0y my
wiorks @ From whence it-appears that the juftification
which he is there upon, is what is evidential, a fhew-
ing aad evidencing to others that we have juflifying
faich,  Aod toillufirate the matter ‘he brings in the
example of the father of thefaithful,faying, ‘was not
“ Aorabam our facher jultided by works,when he had
“ ofiered Ifaac his fon upon the altar? Abrabam belie-
¢ vedGod and it was accounted to him for righreouf-
nels”, long before that time ; but now the evidence
thereuf and of his true rem;d o God’s authority,
fhined forth with pecuoliar lu[’[ure which T take to be
the import of thele expreffions, - Now I kiow that
thon fearell God, Gen. 22. 12. With great propriety’
therefore, s this excmple intreduced to detect  a
dead fa: tb and to thew the difference bctwew that
and a lrving one.

The apoftle would have us obferve it well @ Seef
thow bow faith wrougbi with bis works © how power-
fully it governed his heart and condudt, in fuch atry-

ing affair. “Yet let us remember, he does not fay,
¢c Tee how his works produced his faith” : No, he
fots faith as the lead: ng grace, and tel]s us In
the next vérfe, thar the ﬁ:rzptme was  fulfilled
which [aitk, Abrobam belicved God, and 1t was
imputed 1o bim for rightconfucfs. Fames held to jultifi-

cation
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and on the ozher hand, Paslheld to faith which wor-
keth by love, and makes fouls careful to maintain good
works * as much asFames 5 they were {weetly agreed.
- What I thall further ateempt from chis text, as
¢ dyvine afliftance may be granted, 15,
[. To open the pature of Faith. -
3 1I. Shew its powerfol influence on the heart and Jife,
£ « o c ' . T
:  1II. How by works it i1s.made perfect,
1. I fhall endeavour to open the nature of this
faith upon which there have been great controver-
% fies in our day.  And I thall endeavour to keepclofe
¢ 1o the {cripture account of it, which fhews plainly,
1. ‘That Chrift is the autber as well as finifher of
our faith: and that it is wrought in the foul by the

\ axceeding greatnefs of God’s power. Heb. 12, 2, Epb.

{
;; 1. 19.

Vi

% cation by imputed righteonfnefs, as much as- Payl
%

%

%
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2. That the word is the means of ity Faith cometh
by hzaring,and hearing by the word of God. Kow, 10. 1 7

3. That the heart of man is the {ubjedt of this
t grace: Wit the beart man believeth, Rom, 10, 10.
% yea with all the heart, As 8. 37. Thus the author,
+ means and feat of this prinCiple, are plaiply pointed
. out: but ftill it is inquired whatisthe nature of faith ?
i To this the anfwer 1s ready,
. 4 Ltisthe fubfiance of things baved for, the evidence
5 of thngs wot feen. Eleb, 11, 1. The things boped for,
1 are all the bleflings which are promifed in the 90/
i pel 3 orace and glory, and every good thing that
; God’s people need.  Faith rakes his word for all,
and by 1t they appear [ubfiantial realities to the foul,
- Loz things not feen, comprehend all the affairs of the
- 1nvilible and eternal world, which are revealed in the
i word ; fuch as the being and perfe@ion of God ; his
E creating all things out of nothing, and upholding all

.

* Gal, 5.6, Tit 3. 8,
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things by the word of his power ; his creating man
in his own image , and giving to him a law as the
rule, and condition of his lile ; man’s breaking that
law,whereby death and mifery are brought upon the
world ! the doltrine of the trinity 5 the fon of God’s
undertaking for us, and his taking upon him out
nature, whcrem he obeyed and fuffered in our ftead,
the juft for the unjuﬁ,that he might bringus tcGod 4
the holy Ghoft’s comingto apply thele gfeat blef-
fings 5 the refurrection, Uencral ]udgmtnt, and the
future ftate of happmefs to the righteous, and mife1y
to the wicked. Thefe and all other matters of di
vine revelation, faith isthe ex#dence of.

Evidence is todifcover what is otherwile unknown,
and to decide controverfies, Now the world by wif-
dom knew not God 3 and they are full of coatroverfis
about divine things. But faith takes the divire evi

dence as that which is {ufficiert to end all difpuc:s,
The believer fettles the matter there, if God has. faid
1t, that is enough 3 for if we receive th: witnefs of
men, tbe witnefs :of God is greater,  Human teftimos
ny abour diftant things, tho’ it thould come from
perfons of good credit, yet the things are diftant and
invifible ro us, and we know men may be miftaken

but the Lord prefents the great things which concern
OUF peace in prefent view, to the believing loul. His
word 1s compared to giz?[.f which opens av 1t were a
window into the eternal world, fo that when the {pinit
takes the 'Ur:lﬁ oin our beartsy, we all wiih open face,

bebafdwg as ina glals the gZa;_y (f 1h. Lrrd, are chan-

ged into the [ome image, 2 Cor, 3. 1618,

Thefe plain fcriptures may seach us the evil of that
opinion *that in the firft a& of faith we believe, that
which was not true before’. The cbjeéts were the

fame hefore, the’ we did not [ee thf:*ﬂ all then, And
1l.er
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& thcrc is as Jittle truth 1n aflerting on the other hand,
.x s that we have no knowledge of our intereft in thofe
2+« bleflings, #n faith, but only by itseffecls afterwards”.
Indeed the glory of divine objefts engages our firlk
“attention ; yet as the firlt entrance of the word gi-
; “veth light, * it gives the {foul at the fame inftant,
3; fome knowledge and enjoyment of the benefits of the
ielorious Sun! + and which is greatly confumed by
5 after effes. « Theconveyance of the truth to them,
5ot tor their relief, as much prevents every motion of
S their will, as d:d the divine gracious purpofebefore
the world was”. For the guilt of unbeliet lies in this,
“that ltabt is come tnto the world, and men lov: cark-
mcf: rm‘b&r than f:gbt : And their eyes have they clo-
fed, lealk they [hould fee and be converted, and pealed,’
+They are willingly 1gnorant of the evidence of the
ctruth of God’s word, which fhines in all his works. §
;Now how can any {oul poflibly be turned herefrom,
“tobebold thelamb of God which taketh away theSin.
ﬁqf the world, | without any wmotion of his will ?

rAnother miftake may likewife be detetted here, Some.
l‘old that the faith which unbe elievers are condemn’d

for the neglect of, isa lower kind of faith, than that’
wluch s faving,  But what is faving faith befide his,
iz a recerving with all the heart. the witnefs and
hﬁ‘zmony that God bhath given us, of eternal life in
bu‘ ‘on? 1 Joh. §. 9—12. And he that believet)
Jmf God, bath made him a liar. The evidence of
ihls truth thines fo clearly as to leave all without ex-
*cufc whodo not believe with all their bearts - » while

cvery foul that is made willing, by divine power 0

receive his teftimony, and fet ta lus feal that God is
?f’ ue, knows that this faith is not of himfelf ; it is the

gift
P/M 119. 130. + Pfa’s 84, 11. Mal, 4. 2.
§ Joh 319, 485 28, 27, 2 Pt 3. 5. || Fobn 1200
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gift of God : * who is worth§ to be obéyed as welf |

as trufted for ever. Which leads us, |

I1. To confider the powerful influence of faith on
the heart and life. Seeft thou how fasth wrought with}
his works ¢ how it moved him to ready obedience,|
When the command came, ¢ Take now thy fon, thine |
“ only fon Ifaac, whom thou loveft, and get thee|
« into the land of Moriab ; and offer him there for§
“ 3 burnt offering upon one of the mountains which
« T fhall tell thee of”” I + Abraham knew 1t to bef
God’s call, and that was enoagh for him ; he pever}
1ands to confer with flefh and blood, nor to fay, ¢ |
“« am in 2 juftificd flate, and thererore I fhall be far.
«« vedif 1 donot comply with fo furprizingand trying l‘
« 3 command”. No, tho’ there never was a com
mani which nature might form more plaufible pleu;

agaiﬁﬁ than this j yct he makes no delay, but rifeth;.

early in the morning, prepares for the journey and)
goes three days travel to the appointed place, for the’
heart rending work ; and there, with unfhaken refo.;
Jution he proeeeds in his obedience, until a voice fromig

heaven gave him a releafefrom facrificing his fon, and

{aid, Now I know that thou feareft God, jeeingF‘i

-
r
[ ]

shou haft not witheld thy fon, thine only fon from mey:
Gen. 22. 1—I2. |

Come precious fouls, attend here and learn whalt
that fear of God is, which is fooften enjoined and rej:
- commended in feripture ¢ 1t is not that dread thatE

moves many to work like faves for fear of punilhy
ment ; but it is a noble regard to God which flows
from acquaintance with him, and faith in him, where,|
By the faint views him as worthy to be obeyed withi;
all our powers, and that nothing s too dear to be giver E
up at his command, Such is the nature and influenci;

oy
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f of true faith.  Thereare three things in faith which

Epawcrfully e:;cite to oquicncb, and guard againft all
 the fnates of fin : The believing {oul views the pre-
icept to be true and excellent, therefore to be obeyed ;
; the promife to be furc and fufhicient, therefore he fhall
{be fupported ; and faith prefents cternal thing as necr
‘ and real, thereforeto be regarded without delay. And
*if we carefully obferve, we [hall find that in thefe are
- the main {prings of obediencg, and that the contrary,
.18 theroot of all mifchief.

¢ 1. The foul by faith views and efteems all God’s
«precepts concerning all things to be fure, right, and
“excellent, therefore ever to be obeyed. Pfal. g 3 5.

and 119. 128, The contrary of this was the main
~{nare that drew our firlt parents into difobedience,
“God had given them a law, and declared that in tha
- day they broke it, they fhould furely die : but the fer-
 pent reprefented that command unreafonable, and faid,
3¢ Jhadl not furely die if yebrake it; and to him they
: hearkned, and rebelied againlt God. And tho’ ma-

S . . . .

.0y of their children deny their being finners by na-

‘ture ; yet they might be jultly challenged to produce
“one of them all, who does not naturally conceit, that
‘the plain letter of God's law is hard and fevere, and

+that if they break it, yet the full penalty will not take
'place upon them. Nay what lefs than this, is impl-
vedin all their obje@ions ‘againft the do@rines of abfo-
i lute and certain falvation in Jefus alone ? Reprefen:-
ing astho’ thefe doftrines would hinder obedicnce,
%Allfuch objeétions carry fuch language as this inthem,
fhamely, that men do not view the divine law to be
- true and excellent, nor the lawgiver to be worthy of
all honor and regard; no; but fince he has got tha
- power in his hands, we muft make the beft terms with
him we can, left he fall upon us and deftroy us ;
' L 2 tho’
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tho’ if we were oncecertainthat we were fecure there. |
“from, we would take our eafe, and live as we hff,}:
O aftonithing ! Isthis the dignity of human nature, |
that we hear {o much of / We all know that what, |,
we love; and have a great efteem of, we purfue after |
and delight In, without being drove 1o it by terrors, |
ot punilhments : yea, we will purfue after it tho’ ter- |’
vors and dangers fhould appear againft us, and (il I*‘
hope to efcape the danger, and to enjoy the ovjedt of |
our defires : Thus the covetous perfon purfues atter, |
his beloved gains, the ambitious man after his honors, |
and the luxurious man after hig pleafure ; and not. §.
withflanding the curfes of the law are levelled dired. ;.
ly againft him, he fecretly hopes to efcape thef
Jafh of them, which hope is fuppor.ed by unbelief. Sof
Mofes delcribes the root that beareth gall and worm: }
wood, asbeing one who heareth the words of the curfe,
yet bleffeth himlelf in his heart faymg, I ball baue%j
peace, tho’ I walk in the imagination of mine bearl
Peut. 29. 19. (
Every foul which runs on in fin, is fome way o
other blinded about the truth and verity of Gody
Jaw ; but the believer views his teftimonices to be ver)l
fure, and that holinefs becomes bis houfe for every
.which engageth him to walk in all the commandments)}
and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs; and ke i
abu nd'mtly ftrengthned therein. '

> By viewing the promife to be fure and fuficienty

.:md therefore -he fhall be ﬂu ported in all the workf
ﬁ-.at God calls him to,  This Is one pccuhar olory olf
the gofpel plan, thata full fupply of help is providet;
and promifcd to enable the faint 1o go thro’ evcry dut
by, that the prccept gnjoins upon him. Is he callef,
to go thro’ rough ways, then his fhoes fhall be i,
q{;d brafs, and as his dey 75 his ffrengih foall be. 11
(. . * NE.
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he affaulted with temptation? The Lord fays, my
grace is fufficient for thee 5 yea, he fays toall his
children, I will never leave thee, nor forfake thee :
[o that they boldly [ay, the Lord is my helper, and I
willnot fear what man fballdo untome. Heb 13. 5, 6.
A believing view of thefe and other exceeding great
~and precious promifes, gives the faint a participation
of fuch divine fupplies as enables him to be ffedfaf?
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as he knows that bis labour
is not n vain in the Lord., 2 Pet. 1. 4.
1 Cor. 15,48, While thoufands and ten thoufands,
who have had fome fight of the danger of a finful
courle, {oas 1o bring them to refolve to Jead a new
life 3 yet have fainted in the way, and by reafon of
difficulties without, and ftruggles within, have given
up the caufe and turned again to their old ways, if not
into worfe condudt than before. Alals! what mulei-
tndes of old, defpifed the pleafant land, which Gad
had promifed to Ifrael, becaufe they believed not bis
word : % and tho’ they could not deny but it was a
good land 5 yet they imagined that firength of the ene-
mies, and the heighthof their walls, were a fufficient bar
agamlt their proceeding any further, anda good reafon
tor their turning back into the wilderncfs; where, by
God’s awtul judgment their carcales fell. And we
have abundant evidence that the record of their fall,
 Hlands as a Joud and conftant warning to us all, to give
-~ the more earne } heed to the things which we have
'+ hewd inthe gofpel, lealt any man fall after the fame
example, of unbelief 4 |

Nataral men purfue a feparate interet of theirown

10 allthey do ; therefore they muft fupport themfelves
and their caufe : but all that are reconciled to God,

becom
* Dal, 106, 24, Flal. 95, & Beb. 2, 3. & 4 chapt.”
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become ope with him, 1n intereft and end ; hence they
c}o not go a ’\Jarfare, again{t the world,flefh and devil,
at their. own charges ; but have ‘truth it felf engaged
to fupply all their needs, which ftrengthens them to
come boldly to the throne of grace, that they may ob-
tain help in time of need. * This diftintion is very
confpicuons in the fpies which Mofes fent to vicw the
promifed land ; altho’ thetrue, and the falle {piesboth
had a fight of the fame walls and enemies, yet how
different is their Janguage ¢ Theone fays,/7e are well
able ta overcome them ; but the other faid, 77¢ b
not able : And the caufe of this differencefin judgment
is quite plain ; The falfe fpies formed their conclu.
fionby computing what proportion there was between
their own ftrength, and that of the enemy ; while the
true ones viewed the infinite difproportion there was

between Jehovah, by whofe dire@tion they acted, and
on whofe promife they trufted, and all thofe tall
worms which others were fo much frightned at ; and
this view made them plead with Jfrael not to rebel
againft the Lord, neither fear the people of the land,
for, fay they, they are bread for us; ther defence is
departed from them, and the Lord 15 with us: fear
them not. Num. 13. 30, 31. & 14. 9. But the con-
gregation refufed to hear, and believe this noble teftis
mony, and O, how dreadful were the confequences'
«« J,00k back, my foul, with holy dread,

¢ And view thofe antient rebels dead ;

¢ Atrend the offer’d grace to day,

e Nor loofe the bleflings by delay,

« Seize the kind promife while it waits,

8 And march to Zion’s heavenly gates ;

« Believe, and take the promis’d reft ;

" & QObey, and be for ever bleft”. { -
ak ¢

% Phil 4 1ou Heb, 40160 § Wattsin the gsth Pain
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" The truth we are upon fhines with peculiar luftre
" in the example of another antient patriarch, Zacob
. upon his retarn from Padan Aram with his family,
' heard that his angry brother was coming to meet him,
. with four hundred men, which filled him with great
- concern ; and what can he do with bis feeble compa-
- ny ? why, he makes his addrefs to his heavenly friend,
~ (as well as improves the beft means within his power
- for relief )and fays, O God of my fatier Abrabam,
“and God of my father Ifacc, the Lord which faid un-
o me, return unto thy country, and I will deal well
~with thee : Iam not worthy of the leaft of all the
- mercies, and truth, which thou haft fhewed unto thy
Jervant—Deliver me, I pray thee,—thou faid’ft, I
~will furely do thee good. Gen. 32, 9—12, O my
friends, here isan example for us all | and may we
~duly regard it. Here precept and promife are fweet-
ly united, which fatan i ever trying to feparate
“as he did in his temptation to our Saviour, when he
* brought the promife of being borne up by angels : but
left out the claufe, 12 all thy ways, which refpefts
the ways that God has dire®ed us to walk in. Thus
e often tempts fouls to prefume upon being upheld
by divine promife, tho’ n a way of difregard of di-
vinerule. But Facob could appeal to what God had
faid, tor the warrant of his conduél, as well as for
the fupport of his caufe ; yet heis far from pleading
any deferving of his own; he fees that he isnot worz hy
of the leaft mercy ; at the fame time he believes that
God istrue, and there he fixeth his claim. 7 hou
Said' [} L will furely do thee good ; and with humble
boldnefs, he would hold him to his word, and fay, 1
will not let thee 79, excppt tbou HE/} me.  And the
blefling he had with a witnefs ; anda new name, which
lignifies that, a5 a prince 'he prevail’d with God,
) " - Come
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Come all you who fay, that the belief of mercies be.
mc‘r fure to us, will make us carelels 1n our condu@ :

dare you ftill confront heaven ¢ For fo long as this |

and other fuch like facred records remain true, alf

fuch obJe&ors will be found liars, and their fpeech

nothing worth., Atthe {ame, time, this inftance
(hews what a dead, vain _thing, that pretended faith
15, which does not 1nﬁuence men’s hearts, and go-
vern their behavior. Seeft thou how Facsl’s faith
moved his foul to plead and wreltle all night for pro-
mifed bleffings ; and likewife diligently to ufe the
belt means he could, in order to obtain the deliver.
ance he wanted ¢ Thefe are the footfeps of the flock,
which we muft go forth éjf, if we would find reft to
oir fouls. A further contirmation of our dotrine i,
2. That faith views eternal thingsasfear and resl;

therefore to be regarded without dﬁ’[ﬂj. What -
titudes are there, where the gofpel {hines, who do
not pretend to deny the importance of religion, that
- fuill megleit the great [alvation ? The chief caufe OF

whlch, is that the objeéts of fenfe, and things of |

time, appear to them as prefent realities ; . while tha
falvation is to them a diffant uncertainty And there.
fore to part with prefent honors, riches or pleafures,

for things which they know nor, they will not do, a3

long as th ey can help it.  Thus they are willingly
blinded by the God of this world, leaft thelight of 1h?

gofpel fbonld [bine unto them : but when God who

T, " nplr e I Ny

| Lommandcd the light to thine outof darknefs, fhines |

into the hearr, * then all things appear jult the re
verfe 5 the glories of this wor. d are feen to be uncer-

tain, vexations vanities, and {piritul things to be pres

fent,and glorious realisits. By feith Mofes refufed all

the glittering charms of Pharaok’s court, and chole

10
% y] Cﬂr. 44 43 6#
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ta take his Jot with God’s-affficted people ; for he faw
3the pleafures of Jfin were but for a fhort feafon ; yea he.
L qﬂeemed reproach for Chnﬂ to be greater rtcbes than
‘ the treafures.in Eoypt; for ke bad véfpei nnto the. re--
‘»campen[a of the reward, ® Faith prefents the great white.
cthrone in view, and -gives;the foul (as:1t were, )to
-hear the awful and. glonoue fentence from the judges.
f'mourh which.fhall reward -every man according to
+his works ¢ and this:moves the faint to act now, as
-every one will with they had a&ted when thefe hea-,
‘vens fhall be no more: yea, and he finds that i
keepmcr God’s commands there is great. reward, -

And as faich guards againft the alluremsénts, fo it
does alfo againft the. terfar.c of the world and the de-
vil, By faith Mofes farfook Egypt ;.)ed forth Ifracl
from their cruel maftcr, nof femmg his wrath, tho’
“one of the grea.te& of earthly Kings, for be endured as.
feeing bim who is invifible.  God reproves his pcople

s.fmartly by the prophet, that they.thould-be afraid of
‘o man that [ball die, and forges the Lord their maker,.

EIial 52. 12, 12. A hellcvmg view of him, was fuch
afhield to Dame!’sthree [viends, againfl the r rage cf.
- another monarch, who had Iplml rerro hro’ the
world, that they could baldly tell s to his face,
that they weré wof careful io anfioer him in a mateer
i which he commanded, whar dheir God foirbid ;
and that they wwould wot okey bim therein 3 no, not-
withitanding a fery furnace was. fet before them, as -
the penalty of Aaich difobedience, Dan. 2. 10, 18,
hLanuths are 10 xve1ff11[), and fo ullﬂhtful that

Hcmc-:, know how to leave them 5 tho’ 15133y bt: tiune
2hat | Come

HI Fo confider how by works, faith is wade per-
i and Dundaftand two things by ir,

I I ,. That

I-?f,l‘. 11 2.4
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1, That hereby the perfedt, or excellent nature of

faith is made manifeft 1 So the word made is fometimes
uled ; as by Peser on the day of penticoft : Les al
1he boufe of Virael knew affuredly, 1bat God bath made
that fame Fefus, whom you have crucified, both Lord
and Chriffi, Alts 2: 36. That is he hath made it ma.
#ifefl, or (as another.text ha‘s it ) declared bim 1o be
the fon of God with power. 50 hiere, by works faith is

made perfc&; as 1its” excellent pature is manifefted |

thereby.”

2. By exercife it grows 5 it is compared to a grain
o’ muftard feed which grows to a greattree : So the
1aft who live by faith, walk in the. patH ‘which #s as
Lhe Mining light, that fbineth more and’ wore unto the
perfedd day, Prov. 4. 18, Both of thefe, were emi-
nently true in Abrabam : the perfe& nature of hig
faith was made manifeflt, fo that heaven bore teftimo-

ny thereto ; and alfo this trying exercife, greatly ens
cieas’d it. Many weighty: leffons might be drawn'|

%rom thele obfervations : 1 would touch upon a few,
Hence {ee how unreafonable and falfe, all the
obje&wns are, again{t the dofirines of free grace, and
being faved by iau:h which would reprefent them ag
injurious to the iatereft of morality 3 when it is clear-
ly proved, that faith in Chrift for rwhl.eoufnefs and
ftiéngth, is the very principle from whence all good
works flow ; yea, and trath it felf fhews, that wicthout
it” we can no more bear good fruit, than the branch
can be frustful without union, and communion with
the vine, Fobn, 1. 1-—-52
Yet (amazing ‘to think of! ) the {cripture is not
fuller of proofs for thefe do&rines, than the world is
of oppofition againft them'; but if we examine care-

fully, we thall find, that what is faid againft the dot-
rines of orace, proceeds chicllyfrom the fathe quarter,
- thal

1
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'tghat the falfe prophets dreams did of old, namely, -
the deceit of therr own bearts. - We may often hear
men, telling how they would gratify their Jufts, if
they believed them doctrines were true ; and alfo that
if their good works, did nothing towards intitling
them to divine favour, they would never do any
more. Such language, has often reminded me of
Solomon’s remarks, that when bs that is a fool wal-
keth by the way, bis wifdem faileth bim, and be faith
to every one that be is @ fool 5 for what greater folly
can a man exprefs, than this ¢ Such language holds
forth plainly, that alltherr delight 15 in {in, and there-
fore it they were once delivered {rom fear of the con-
{equence, they would indulge their Jufts without con-
troul, with all their might : and that as to their pre-
tended good works, felf is the {pring and end of them
all 4 fo that if felf was but fecure they would not care
what became of God’s honor, or others welfare ; and
on the other hand, if /e/f mightnot lay in fome claim
for the fervices they do for God, they would quit
the tedious bufinefs, |

This folly is dreft up in ovr day, with al} the fine
Janguage, that many-of the wife men of this world
are matters of 3 who, with great pretences of reafon,
“ make as bold with the bible, (as to the gofpe) part
‘“ thereot ) asone of the {enate houfes fometimes do,
“ with a bill fent them trom the other, 1. e. {py
“ faults,and make amendments,only to clog thefame,
““ and render it obfcure and intricate, that {o 1t may
“ fink at laft” * But before men venture {o far to
[peak evil of thafe things,wkich they krow not, they had
better come down to things that they do know: and if
they would give fuch adelcription of their fentiment,
about what is good ceconomy in their own families,

) ; a8

* Mr. 5, Keeps divine energy. dedication page s.
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as they do-about Chrift’s family, there would be ng
areat danger of their fubverting whole bosfes, as they
oiten do.  Let one of -thefe doctors come out, and |
tell the world, that ¢ He has-got a very affetionatt
<t and faithful wife, and the way (he is kept fo, 1s by |
¢ a conftant fear of being divorced and punifhed, if }
. ¢t {he fhould embracea falfe'lover 3 -and that he has |
¢ no otherway to keep her in good order, bt only |
¢ by -holding hér m fu/pence about his unfhaken love |
‘¢ to her”: Or that ¢“he has got'an excellent and
¢ obedient fon, and the way he is kept fo, is by fre |
“¢ quenily threatning to difinherit him, if he does not }
¢« hehave well; and that he is forced to hold his ¢
¢ fon always in doubt, about ever enjoying his fa |
“ ther’s eftate 3 in order to keep him in‘good fub- |
¢¢ jection to his commands”. Now when :they can
convince us,that this is the beft fort of ceconomy in!
2 human family, then poflibly we may believe, that}
affurance has a hurtful tendency ; and that it s not
beft, for Chrift 1o grant the requeft of his {poufe]
when fne cries, Set me as a [eal upon toine beart :—
for love is frong as death, jealoufy is as cruel as thef
grave. ¥ Tho’ as long-as we behieve that God knewf
beft what has a good tendency, who fays, of our {pif
ritual David, Jf-bis children forfake sy law, and wali§
not in my judgments, thenwill I vifit their tranfgreffion§
with the rod, neverthel:fty my loving kindnefs will L ni
utterly take from bimy nor fuffer iy fuithfulnefs to faig
And that he is willing more abundantly to (hew uniog
the heirs of promife 1he immutibility of 115 counfel, thaf
they might have firong confolation : + fo long we multf
deteft and abhor all fach teachings as would:repre-§
fent, that the knowledge of God’s unchanging lovey
in Chrift Jefus, 1s of a dangerous tendency. |

L‘It
i Cant. 8 6. Pfal 89 2033 1 Heb. 6,375 18}
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Lot us attend to the teftimony of one; who was
with our Lord on the mount, concerning this rnat-
cer. ¢ Beloved, (fays he) now are we the fons of
« God, and it doth not yet appear what we {hall
<« he » but we kMow, that when he fhall appear, we
« {hall be like hinv; for we'fhall fee him as_he ts.
 And evcry man that hath thss bope 1n him,purifieth
« himfelf, even as be is pure”. ¥ This teftimony is
diematrically eppofite to the:modern: notions of ma-
ny, in two points : one 18, that many will fay, ¢ If
““ you are affured, you are got beyond hspe” : buc
“Yoon calls a knowing that we fhiall have the beatific
vifton, #his bope : and tha” he does not affert thar all
faints have this Knowledge ;- yer near the clofe of
this experimental epiltle, he does fay, « Thefe things
“ have | written unto you that believe on the name of
“ the fon of God 5 that ye may fnow that ye have
“ eternal life”. +Which is 4s plain aswords can ex-
prefs, that all true believers say know, that they have
eternal life. - The other point is, the -effett of this
knowledge. How often-have we heard it declared,
that if a peifon ¢ knows he fhall goto heaven, this
‘¢ will make him carelefs about his condu&”. And
yet Folm afferts, that every sman that hath this bope in
him, purificth bimfelf : and aims at nothing lefs than,
to bepure cv-n as Chrift :<pure. And now who fthall we
credic © him that wrote by infpiration of God,or they
that fpeak and write according to the wifdom of this
world ¢ Surely we muft glve in to the apoftles con-
clofion, Let God be trae, and every man a liar.

Therelore, 2. Hence learn the reafon why all
{in is fummed upiw unbelief, both by Chrut and hus
apoltles, Fobn 16. 9. Rom. 3.9 & 11. 32. Gal. 3.

22, The more we 100k into things truely, the more
. Clearly

¥ L. Jum 3.2, 3. t Fob 50 13,

[
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clearly wefhall find it to be fo, Truth abundantly
declares that God is the fountain of all good and hap.
pinefs. Now, was this believed, by precious fouls,
could they purfue a courfe contrary to him, in ordet
to obtain happinefs ¢ Qur Savior fhews,. that one
{foul is worth more than this world, and that if a
man fhould gain the wbole world, and loole his ows
{oul, he would have a dreadiul bargain of it, —If thig
was credited as a reality, could men poflibly negleét
their fouls for earthly trifles, as molt of themdo?
Solsmon fays, The geiting of treafures by alying tonguc,
i5 & vanity toffed o and fro of them that feck death.
Were this viewed as truth, by any that take falfe and
deceitful ways to get wealth, it would be like the
drawn {word T to one of old, who Joved the wages of
unrighteoufnefs, he fell before it. "I have fome where
{feen this remark, that of all tranfgreffors, the drunk-
ard may feem to have'the moft reafonto fay, he can-
not help gratifying his Juft : yet prefent him with
the fineft bowle of liquor, and then let him know,
that there is a dofe of poifon in the bottom of it, he
will not take it. 'Now truth it felf warns him not
to look § upon the wine when it is red, when it giv-
eth his colour in the cup ; becaule,at the laft it biueth
like a ferpent, and fingeth like an adaer. |

So as to uncleannefs, where is the mariner, let him
be ever fo weary, that would lie down upon the
yielding wave, or think to take his reft upon the #2p
of a maft ? yet the oracles of God give this as a jult
embjem of him that yields to the harlots embrace. |
Yea and alfo likens him to the ox that goes to the
faughier,and a bird that bafleth 1o the [nare, and know-

eth not it is for bis life. Andif we (like Exekicl)
turn

¢ Prov.21. 6. 4+ Nuwnm 22.31, § Prov. 23, 30 3%
{ Prov.23. 34 & 7.22. 23 -
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- ¢urn vet again, we f{hall feegreater abominations than'

- thefe, in the falfe fwearer. Heis afraid of lofing
© fomething of earth ; or, of meetng with thame and
. punifhment from men, and what will hede ? why,
 he will deny the truth and appeal to heaven to con-
" firm thaty, which God and his own conicience know
s falle ; which reminds me-6f a paffage in fir Francis
. Bacon, to this effe€ty that « The liar acts the part of

. ¢ a pravado towards God, but of a coward towards

-« mens for he faces God, but frinks from meq”™.
Be ye altonifned O ye heavens at this !

‘This again brings to mind a maxim, whichpeople

- often ule viz. “ Of too evils chule the leat”. Now
there is the evil of /i, and che evil of affifion : one
s againft God, the other affefts our felves ; and flf
~generally carries the day, fo that Elibu’s words are
- more Juftly’applicable, even to moft profeflors in our
~ day, than they were to” Fob and his trieads : —Tak2
- beed, regard not iniquily : for this bafs theu chefen ra-
tber than affliffion; Job. 36, 21. Whereas thofe that

live by faith, now as well as formerly, chufe to en-

~dure the trial of cruel mockings, and feourgings, bonds

and imprifonnients 5 yea to be $oned, fawn afunder, or
Bain with the fword : or to wander about in fbezp [kins,

and goat fkins, being defitute, affliledy tormented, ra-

ther than accept deliverance upon any finful terms.

Heb, 11. 35. 37. And did the ambitious man be<
lieve, that all men’s hearts arein the hand of the
Lord, and that he fpeaks the truth when he fays,
Them that boner me, I will bonor yand they that defpife

we, fhall be lightly efeemed ; * would he take che
contrary way to obtain honor ?

And what thall we fay of hypocrites ? They draw
wtar 0 God with their mouth, and bonor bim with
| locir

* 1 8am, 2, 20,
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their lips 3 but have removed.their-beart far from bim. % .
They are very ftrict in fome outward forms of wor-
thip, and generally add fome precepts of men to divine
infticution.  They come and fit,; fometimes before a.
good minifter, and if he is eloquent, his preaching is
10 thewtas a very lovely [ong, and they will praife the
{peaker. and his words, bus_they do them uot - for with
their nouth they foew much love,- but their beart goeth
after their coveteoufne/s: + fo that they will turn afide
the 1 ul} for athing of naughi a’ewm Widow's bouesy-
hand are full of extortion and excefs 5 § yer will make,
fong prayers, and have many religious pretences, and
cry, Is not the Lord among us © none evil can come up-
onus. .|| They do not knew that Chrift 15 1n them,
the bape of glory § but might know the contrary ;,
yet upon.a negalive plopoﬁnon they form a pofitive
conclufion: :

Obferve it well; they do ot by ralth truﬁ n Chr;ﬁ
vet will they lean upon bim, and [ay, Is not the Lord
among us © The world’s religion is builc upon #ega-
z1ves 3 but when the L.oyd’s fervants openly point.”
out to them their abominations, and warn them of,
the dreadful confequences 1herc0f they. will watch,
Jor iniquity 5 make a man an aﬁnder for a word, and,
J@y a [nare for bim that reproveth in the gate! -+ and.
tho’ the beads of  Zion judge for reward, the priefis
teach for vire, and the propbets divine for money ;5 §
yet becaule the Lord’s name and worfhip 1 among
them, they will not hear to any fuch thing, but for
all they are fo much againt cerzainty inreligion ; they
now pafi ively COl’ltI"ldl& the warning, and fay, none,
evil van come wpon us. Ah | were they once convineed,

Ci

® Jfa. 29. 13. Mat. 15. 8, 0. 1 E;vgz 70, 71, 0
§ lfai. 29. 200 || Mat, 23,1425, q Mich. 3015,
§ Cd. 3. 270 tlfeio 29, 20,21, || Micab 3. 15
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of the truth ; finners. in Zion would be foon afraid
fgarfu/ne/x //:a//_[urprize- the hypocrite, % j
Time would fail, to fpeak of the evidence that ape
wears from every quartet, of unbelie’s being the root
of all evil.  The wages of all fin 15 death, + which
comprehends the riain both of foul and body, for time
and eternity. 7 bss is what every finner is at work
for, as much a5 one that is hired is at work for his
wages : it s what he earns, and juflice will give hini
his due. .Come up then, you thit fay, * If our good
« yorics do nothing towards procuringGod’s favour, we
. willdo no more; ” Did you believe that the wages
of yotir bad works 1s dedih, and that you earn hell,
by every fin you commit ; cotild you run on toabile -
the goodnefs of God, and treafure up wrath untg
your felves as you do ? Rom, 2, 4, 5. | |
Methinks 1 hear fome fay,* We are far froﬁ‘l de-
* nying thefe plain truths, and rules 5 but there are
“ certain da@rines taught by fome, which do a world
¢ of milchief. Ay, what are they? why one is;
“ ‘That all mankind are fallen undone {inners, and
“ cannot help themfelves in the leaft: hence "tis in
“ many mouth’s I cant belp my [elf, and fo they go

“ onin fin”’; o o
Anfwer, [ know I have heard it from many mouth S,
~who yet, when deach and eternity have been made to
appear realities before thém, havé talked quite other
language : for then they would cry, « O if God will
“ fparc my life, I will never live as 1 have done™ :
Which demonfirates that they do not really fze, that
they can do nothing, but only would ward off con-
viciion by that pretence. Do you think the woman
with an iffue of blood, who had juffered many things
of many phyfictans, and G/'.{ad fpent all that fhe had,
| and

* Ifai. 33 14. Rom, €, 23
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and s natbm bfz‘tfr bui‘ rather grew worfe 5 vias
hindered by a fenfe of her helplefs cafe, from coming
to Jefus for a tree cire 32* Our Lord gives the rea:
fon of his being difregarded, yea rejeéted by the Few;
thus, 7 hey that are whale need not the pbﬂfrran, but
_bey that are fict. + Had they believed the prophets
telimony, || That their whole head was fick, and
their wholz beart faint ; that there was no foundnefs
n me, they would. not” have rejeéted our g‘ortous
phyfieian as they. did. Indeed the contrary opinion,
was the very caule thereof ; they thought that the
Meffrah would teach them (ome Further good things,
that they might do to tnberit eternal life : 9 bug
when he mroclaimed liverty to them from mpnvny
and bandage, this gave great offence, aud they faid we
bz Abraham’s fe-d, and weré never i bondage 5 how
Jaye(t thou, we Jhall be made free ? §

This dodrine is fo far from bemg njurious to good
dotngs, that the contrary concelt is'the mamiupport of
finners and hypocrites, in all their bad daings in this
world, For {o lr‘ng as men think, thatto grarify their
carnal Inclinatictis o pleafure; and liberty, they wilk
be upon their goard againit any atteinpts that ai'e made
to turn them therefrom ; and will lock upon all that
make fueh attempts as enemies to their liberty, and
happinefs ; and if they cannot deny but the confequen-
ces will be dreadful hereatter 5 yet fo long as they
think they can turn when they pleafe, they will puz
it off £/l a more convenient feafon. Whereas it they
were once convinced that they are capfrves in the
worlt of flavery, and that nothing but almighty grace
can deliver them, they would be in hafle for delive-

rance

®<Mark 5. 26 29. + Luk. 5. 31, || Ifa, 1 5. 6. § Mat.1g,
16 Luk. 10 25. & 18. 18,  * Luk. 4. 18. 28. John

8. 33 || A& 24, 25. PRl g0. 2. I, 51, 14,
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cance from the horrible pzt Sa/mon ﬁaw the 15 P
dent barlot, encourage herfelf, and entice others to.
take their #// of luftful !a've:, thh this plea, that {lie
had jult pard her vows, and had more peace offerings
wt/) her. So God fays ta thofe who had’ der’*a/ed
themlelves even unto hell, Thou art wearied in the
greatnefs of thy way ; yet [(ardft thou not, There is
o hope. 'T'ho’ thcy were got fo near to hell in their
conduc, they ftill hoped to clcape ruin there ; and
what was this bope built upon ¢ why, the /ife af thetr
hands ; this guarded them againft being gricved for
all their abominations, The Lord procecds to fay,
[will declare thy righteoufnefs, and thy wirks, for
they fball not profit thee. For fayshe, J dweil,—with
bim that 1s of a contrite and bumble fprrit, 1a, g7,
9, 10. 12. 15. In the next chap:icr the prophet is
commanded to l1ft up hts veice like a trumpet to fhew
the boufe of Jacob thetr fins ; even (ins which were
covered under an enquiry after juffice, and a pl:afing
rpretence of much devotion 3 and he fhewsthem, that
the pleafure which they found therein, was a pleafing
concett that God was indebred to them for thefe do-
ings. Behold ! ye exad® all your labours ! And be-
caufe he did not own their accounts, nor make 1hcm
fuch returns as they expeled. they complained and
ald, Wheréfore have we falted and t hou jeef} not ?
]?av afl:Cled our foul, and thou z‘mée/l no knewoledge ?
Tho’ he did know at the fame 1ime thit they did 1ot
loofe tie bands of wickednefs, nor und- /cmy bur-
dens, and let the oppre(Jed go f?‘fé’ : did not deal their
bread to the hungry, nor Chaths to the n.ked 1Ha

§8. 1—6.
Thele are God's declarations concerning his pes-
ples righteoufiiess, which is done by the /ife afi/mr
G 2 barids

t Prove 7 14 18,
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hands ; and it all comes to much the fame with the
doings of our furit parents, after they bad got the
fnowledge that wwas forbidden ; it is to cover their na.
- kednefs, and 1o hide even from God Yea he fays,

they feck deep to hide their counfels from the Lord,
1fai. 29, 15. That itmay not be known what the true
pature and {prings ot their atiops are. This fhould
put us alt upon ‘clofe confideration,  Great profeffi-
ons of love in word and tn tongrue,are the polité mode
~of our days ;.but as to love tndeed ant in fruth, by
giving to the deflitute thofe things which are need-
ful for the body ; or.to lay dewnour lrves for the bre-
thren, how little of that is to be found? ere men
have many plaufible coverings, * tho’ John fays,
How dwelleth the love of God 1n him? + Paul was
once bid under as good a covering as any of thele;
yet when divine light fhined into his heart, he coun-
~ ted all his doings and pofiellions but lofs, and dung,

for the excetlency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefus ;
that he might de found in him, not having bis ewn,
righteoufucfs, but the righteoufnefs of God by faith,
And he warns Chrift’s flock to deware of thole who
taught in the contrary way, as being dogs and evl
workers.  Yet this was fo far from making him care.
lefs about his behaviour, thar he dire&tly renounce'h
the notion of refling in what he had already obiained,
and afferts that he was reaching and prefling alter
perfect holinels, Phil. 3.2 8,~16. This (hews tne
wenuine effeéts of faith 1n Chrift alone for righteoul-
nefs and flrength,
f ., Anothe

# ¢« And fome who have no, need, complain of want,.
«¢« To thofe who'e bread they know 10 be but fcant ;.
«¢ Leaft they fhould femething from their hands expech,
« And fo by king, cover their neglect.”, Wright

+ Jam. 2 15. 16, 1 Joh. 3. 16.—10.
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Another di@rine which many think has a bad ten-
dency, is that of perfonal election ; becanfethey often
Lear finners fay, © 1f I am eleéted 1 fhail be faved”,
and on they run in all aboninations, |

But this is doing axactly as the devil would have

them, even not to believe nor regard, thofe things
which are revealed that belong to us; but to prefume
upon the fecret things that belong to God. ¥ Thus
he would have had our Savior prefume upon the fecret
fupport of angels, by cafting bimfef down from the
pinnacle of thetemple, without any regard th theways
that divine revelation has direfted us to walk in. ¢
Chrift’s anfwer proves, that to ufe the leriprure fo, i3
10 tempt God, and not to fruft m bim,

Ele&ion is as exprefly taught as any doctrine in the
bble; yet it has been dreftin fuch a form, in our
times, that many flart at the mention of it, as {oon as
they would ar one covered with a bear-fkin, 4nd {o
determine apainfl the do&trine by their imagination and
paffions, infiead of being governed by fcriprare and
reafon.  Indeed attemnts are made to bring both-thefe
againfl it.  One thing advanced for this end 15, that
to hoid rhat a particuiar number are eletted, would
make God a refpedier of perfons, contrary to his word.
Buc if the marter be examioed, we fhall find that the

. refpell of perfons, £ ofren condemned, 15a pervertiug
judgment, thro' a wrong bias, lo as to thew that re-
gar! to fome, and difregard to others, which 1s unjufl.
+ Now every piousfoul detefts any fuch thought con-
cerning God ; yet we have carly notice of his refpe@-
tng perfons in anather fenfe.  He bad #2/ped unto
Abeland o hisoftering ; but untoCazz and to his offer-
ing he had notreipect; which made Gain very wrath :

whereu pon

* Deut, 29. 2Q. © Ma*;-,. 2 6. {°
t Deut, 10, 17, 2 Chron, 19 7.
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whereupon Jehovah demands thereafon of it, and fays,
2f thou doft well, fhalt thou not be accepted ? and 1f
thow doft not well, fin lieth at the door. * . Asif he
had faid, «“ Do you think 1 am fo unjult as not to ac-
¢ cepe all thatis done well”., This demand  Carmn
couid not anfwer ; but turns to talic with his brother,
and to end the controverfy fhed his brothe’s blood ;
and we are exprefly told, that the realon why he {lew
hiwwas, Becaufe his own works were cvil, and lus
brothers righteous, Gen 4. 4,—8. 1 Joh. 3. 12,
Here is fovercion electing love difplay’d, in the firlt
family of the humanrace ; two brothers come to wor-
fhip God, and he refped@s the perfon and offering of
the younger,-while the elder is not refpefted. Ths
began a bloody controverfy which is not ended to this
day ; and it all centers againft God’s doing what he
will with his own grace ;|| and his not being under any
obligation to beftow it uponany, for all their doings.
The ftate of this controverfy is fet ina very cleai
light by the evangelilt Lute, who informs us, thag '
Jefus, after doing wonders in other places, came tg
i , Nazam‘-/,

« How ftiange is it, that fome will bring this demand,
as 3 procf that we arc to be accepted for our well depg
which was made to convi@ Cain of the falfhood of fuch
notions 1 It was by faith that Abel offered unto God a more
excellent jacrifice than Cain. by which be obtained witnefs, that
he was r ohtzeus. Both Abel’s perfon,and bis offering were
accepted i the beloved Recdeemer, fo that his works were
doue from a right principle, to a right end ; both of
which were wanting in Cain's offering 5 thercfore his
works were not well done, and the Sz lav at his swn
door. - Every good aét flows from love, sut of a pure hiarl
and gosd confeieneey and from faith wifeigned : and the
divine oraces aflure us, that ali who jwerve from this,
snderfland neither what they fay, nor wheresf they affirni
Heb. 11.4. Eph, 1, 8. 1 Tim: 1, 5 7.

H 'Mat- 20, 151 |
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Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
{abbath-dav, he o their fynagogue read in the pro-
phecy of Efaras, where it was written, T he fpirit of
the Lord 15 upon me, becaufe he hath anointed me to
preach the gofpel to the poor, &c. After which he
began to [ay unto them, This day is the feripture
fulfilled 1nyour ears : and all bare him witnefs, and
wondered, at the gracious words which proceeded out
of bis mouth. But Jefus foon difcovered what noti-
ons they had of grace, for he {aid, ye will turely fay

unto me this proverb, phyfician beal thy felf « what-
foever we bave heard in Gapernaum, do alfo in thy
country. WWhich fhews that they fuppofed this glori~
oug phyfician was under fome obligation to them, {o
that if he did not do-as great things there, as in other
piaces he would-be parssal and need healing himfelf's
But Jefus aflurcs them that there were many widows
in Jfrael in the days of Elias ; and many /ecpers in
the days of Elifba, and yet none of them bad fuch
favours granted, as were fhewn to a widsw among
Sidsnans, and a leaper among the Syrimns: Which
was as much as to fay, ““ I amunder no oblization to
" beltow my grace upon you, becaufe of your out-
“ ward frierdilip, bur have good righit to grant it to
“ heatbens, while you are lettto perilh i your fins”’.
And oblerve the effet ;. thole who. had joft before
wondered at his graciais words, now were fifled with
wrath, and rofe up and Turust bim out. Luk. 4.
1§—~29. And why fliould his fervants expect better
treatment than their mafler had ?

As long as apy perlon thinks he has any thing in
mm, or done by him, which can give him the leaft
claim to falvation more than others, he will not give
n to this do&trine:; but all that are brought rofce their
tndone eftate, as it is, have no other gleam of hope,

* than
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than by fovereign grécé : Foft'hey fee,that if any good

thing were to be dene by them, as a neceflary condi-
21on of their deliverance, it would be a gone cale with

them for ever. But to hear that God is gracious to

whom be will be gracious, «nd that Ke juffifies the un-
goaly ; this is good news o their poor fouls: and when

they receive it, they can heaiuly join with Pay i

bleffing the father, tor all the [piritnal biclings which

are laid up inChnift, According as be bath chofen usin
h'm, before the foundation of the wor'd, that we
Shou'd be bo'y. - Eph. 1. 3—7.

Cblerve Paul tays, Le bath cbofen s, that we
fhould be boly :But the moderr notions are, that

"

he chufeth us becaufe we are ho’y, meking that to be

ibe caufe, which Pau! viewed to be tlie effedl. "All
the controverfy turns upon this point, whether the

good p'ecfure of God’s will, or ovr free wil be the
ccufe of our ho'ines and bappinefs. * Je'us is {o far

from giving lorcfeen faith and good works, as the

caufle of babes, receiving gofpel grace, nftead of the .
wifeand prudeif, that he refolves it all into father’s

plealire alone; for (o 1t feemed goodin bis fisht, Mat.
. 1 8 8%

* One jultly obferves, that coditional ele€iisn, ¢ fets up n

‘“ anferior caufe abové a fuperior ; making eleion and

“* falvation no moré thizn a may be, inflead of a fhall be. .

* It reprefents the Almighty as ever flu®uating in his
** councils, taking up with new confultations depen-:
*“ dant on the fickle will of man, and the uncertam

“ afls that flow therefiem :'by which method he s,

“ brought in faying. O 'l willif they will ; and O !

¢¢ that they may will to believe, becothe holy, dili-

¢ gently and perfeveringly by improving their flock oi

‘¢ tree-will ebilities, that they may be faved : neverthe-

‘¢ lels not my will but their will be done | -

Chandler’s dodirine of grace, printed at Bofton 1744
Pape 208,

r
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r1. 26. And if any man teach otherwife, than thefe
wholfome words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and thé
doltrines according to godlinefs, we are affured that
he is both proud and ignofant, § Tim. 6. 35, And
tho’ fuch, generally deny thieir partaking of Adat'’s
fin, yet they at the fame time bear witnefs, thae they
allow the deeds 0f 1heir father, by qUt’ﬂIOl‘Ill‘lU the truth
of whiat God has plainly faid : and afpmno- to be a5

God: 10 }emw, inltead of lfcepmg chelr PldCC as Crcan,
tures, to feceive and obey

Thefe great pretenders f0 reafon, wou]d def prc 2
fatefman or general, that fhould Ly fuch a plia of
PfUCLE‘leUS S wou!d need erpf:tual alterations, and
was liable to final difappomtmcm yet fuch is their
{theme of mmztmml decrees. . -

But methinks 1 hear fome fay, ® We havé one ob-
¢ Jeéhon thit is mvlncnble againft all this 1eafonmtr
“ and that is, theré are ‘many who profefsa full be-..
 fief of theﬂ_ do&rmer, that arein fact lome of the
“ worft of men®. 1 owg 'tis alamemable fact, that
there are fuch’ men, and fo thére wére in Fames's Gay 3
and hé compares them to dead bidies, and fays, As
the body without the [piris is dedd, fo faith withouf
works is dead alfs, Jam. 2. 26. The Fews bed the
forts of knowledge, and of the truth inthe law: * jo oy n
may have the form of do&rmen of faith and a budy of
divinity, under the ﬂofpcl and yer both of them con-
du€t fo as t6 caufe the mame of God to be blafph:med
thr' them, Yet who would rejet all bodits, becaufe
there are fore dedd flinking ones ? We read of the fpi-
“1t of faf!b " and of lwing by faith &c. + and fo all

oughr.to' five, Again ¥ude calls fuch pcrfons flthy
reariiers s ) GOW who will fay that their wakmﬂthoughts
ind views, have not good influence on their conduét,
becaufe they miay have many LhOUUhIS and 7iews in

H drea
* Rem, 2, 20, 24 :Z'CQI'_. 4 X2 G&I 2 LI .H:b 18, 3¢
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dreams, while they remain afleep on their beds,
However, fince youare for appealing to fai?:, we
will try a few of them. IHore that believe the ferp. .
tures can realonably deny that the Fews had high no-
tions of their power to do good workss| Paul {pea
kethexprefly, that they fo lowed sfter the laws of righ-
teoufuefs, and had a zeal for God ; and he 1s as exprefs
concerning the reafon why they did not attain to ir,
becaufe they fouybt it ot 0 faith,Rom.q. 31,32. 102
They-had no fuch faith as he taught in fovereign de-
crees and fovereign mercy to helplels {inners. No,
they held to works which they could do, to entitle
them to diviie bleflings. Mow let us fee what fruits
thefe prihcip%l:s produced ; they bath kided the Lovd
Fofus, and their cwa prophets, and perfecuted the apof-
tles : they pleafed not God and were contrary 1o all men,
&c. 1 Thel 2. 15. 16. But the apofiles on the other
hand, preached that both Few and Gentile were all
under fin, and that by grace we are faved thro’ farh, |
and that not of ourfelves, it is the gift of God. And,
thefe dofrines fpread their vi€lorious and happy influ- '
ence as far as the Keman conquells had ever extendec,
Afterwards there came on a terrible falling oway,
and the man of fin was revealed, who oppoled thele
doérines, and carried his notions of man’s power 1o
do good works fo far as to hold, that he could do
more than were required. But inftead of thele prine
ciples producing gosd works 5 their bad weiks gorto
fuch a lengeh, that the Pope’s indulzencies to commit
fin with hopes of anuther pardon, were cpenly fold by
their minifiers, to get money. This thocked Luthirs
and he aud Calvin, and others were moved to proigh &
asainft thofe abominations,and boldly to pre. ch thofe -
do&rines, which have born Calvias name ever firce.
And none will deny that they produced great and
g00d
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good effects then, but fuch as are either fecret or open
friends to popery.  Great was the fpread, and happy
the influence of theie doétrines in our nation at thofe
times ; yet the contrary principles have {ince ex-
tenfively prevailed. And a noted divine obferved
cleven years ago, to an affembly of the national cler-
f42 rhat ©¢ ’Tls a general complnml, that ouy chur-
““ ches are lefs frequented than they ufed formerly tc
“ be, and that degeneracy of manners uaiverfally pre-
“ vails, Now lays he 1 may venture to afhrm, that
“ the moral preaching fo much Ir vogue, isthe caufe
“ of all this. In fhort we have preached morality

“ {o long, that we have hardly any morality left ;
‘¢ and [hiS moral preaching has mad  our people fo
“ yery immoral,that there are no lenoths of mcked
“ nefs which they are alraid of running inw”. *
I am not infenfible that many are ready to rej &
this teftimony, becaufe 1t comes from a friend ro the
doftrines which they diflike ; therelore out of the a-
bundant evidence which might be produced from the
other lide, 1 will touch upon what appears in cne,
that the nation has owned fo be a : mma! wricer, I
mean Dr. Jobn Erown, whofe ¢ftimate of the manners
and principle of the time«, publithed ten years ago, met
with fuch a reception that we are told 1t had fix edi-
tions in feven months. Therein he gives a very rati-
onal account of the prefent {tate of our nation, de-
duced from plain falls.  Hefays, ¢ We may with
¢ truth and canddur concluar, that the ruling cha-
“ ra‘ter of the prefentumes is that ol a vaid, Juxeris
“ gus, anc felfith effeminacy™,  And which has pre-
vailed to fuch a degree among them, who are callgd
polite, that he fays, < To fup scle 2 man of fahion
H 2 “ Tway’d

< Mr, 7 ]mze 5 %rmon at the vlﬁtaho'l of the Prc‘ldu.af*cn
of duriy, Sept. 1755 page 16, 17,
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¢¢ fway’d in his condutt by a regard to futarity, isan
“¢ affront to the delicacy and refinement of his saf,
Hence theday {et aprt by the laws ofhis country,
for religious fervice, he derides and affronts as a
vilgar and obfolere softitution)’. . And- they have
fo lol’t fenfe of Lonour, that he fays, They laugh
% at the pifture of their own follies 5 they go home,
¢ and wrbout “a Wl repeat them”.: And he {hews,
® (hat the principle of regard to the publick good
“.‘ is fo far loft, and a'fyftem of political felf- mteref’c
¢ inuoduced ] m 1tS FOC m, that ¢ a founeation is laid
““ for endlefs diffention in the ftate®.” Thus (fays he]
“ by gradual and unperceived decline,we feem- glid-
& inc!F down toruin, We laugh we {ing, we teaft,
€ we play . we adept every vanity, and mz’cb at eve-
*¢ ry lure, thrown our to us by the Jzatmn that is plai-
S pirg our dff/imﬂzan . ;
" Thus he points out our danger 5 and dreadful ex-
periments fince have confirm’d the truth-of thefe ob-
jervations. But what fhal give relief in this doleful
cale? why Dr. Brown fays, ha had it in his thoughts,
10 have pruceec‘ed to the confideration” of their mof
praflicable remedies & bur (fays he ¥ as' thie clofet- pro-
¢ 1675 of retired and fptcu]atwe ‘mert, often are re-
“ garded, as chrmerical 3 e was therelore unwilling,
““ ag prtient (0 haza..d the diferfedie of fuch an at-
“ tempt”. And gocs on to tell s of two kinds of
remedles, the one lafling, the other temporary : and
fays he, ¢ The fielt leems totdlly 1mpra€ll(able at
6 pwﬁnf ‘or as ‘hey fuPpofc a change of manness
"¢ ap. orinciples, this may juftly be rtoarded as 20
* impoflible cvent, during the pr(,ftm: age 3 and) 1s
¢ rather 10 ke withed than hoped for, 1n lhe next. .
n_)~..C’ {'lfzﬂ Cu_i’.'rl“n () '}.FS t’ﬂfmﬁfe DHO'«, 54 6.[ 64, [21
144, 212, 210, 29,
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Here reader is a fair opportunity given us to dif-
cerir the difference between antient and modern chrif-
gianity, Ancient chriftianity declares both Fews and
'‘Genti es to be all under fin 5 and that we mult be cre-
ated 1 Chrift Felus unto grod worke, ¥ '

" But the modern fcheme tells of a great deal that
we can do and muft do, in order to obrain falvation.
The ancient plan, while it thews our malady, difco-
vers at the fame timea prefent and complete remedy :
but the late fcheme flatcers us along 'till we get'to
the brink of ruin, and then alas! there is no /laffing
vemedy to e hoped for in thisage s and why ? becauie
it fuppofeth % a cHaANGE”, Whichaccording to that
plan is ** an IMPOSSIBELE event”. Again the ancient
plan gave courage boldly to preach the gofpel at Rome,
which was then the {eat of the greatelt warriors and
Philofopbers in thie world ; and emboldened the prea-
cher to affert the ufe he made of clofet- projests n his
work ; and’ alfo to befeech the brethren there to firive
together with bim therein, § While the lare rational
feheme has taken heart and courage {o much trom a
minifter and doctor of modern divinity, as to make him
“ unwilling at prefent, to bazard the difcredit of fuch
““ an attempt” ; even in his own nation, whofe man.
ners and weapons he viewed to be ‘¢ degenerated iato-
““ thole of women”. § Yea, and at time too when he
i:a;w hem ¢ }qughing?ﬁng;m.g, playing, and adopting

every wanity, and' perceived not that they were
¢ gliding down to rain?

This foul-deftroying {cheme had got great footing
in New-England, before the Lord appeared for us

years

* Rom. 3.9. Eph, 2. 10, + Rom, 2. 20, 21.
3 Rom. 1 9. 35, 30. Thefe projedis have often faved na.

' tiuns from ruin, fce Exod, 32. 30. 2 Kings19. Dan. a.
U slimate page 123
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years ago,znd broughtforth a numberof men topreach
up the doctrines of man’s undone condition in him-
feif, and of help alone by fovereign grace, in a bold
~and moving manner ; and our encmies theinfelves cans
not deny, that mulicudes then really thought thole
do&trines to pe true,  Well, what were the effects ?

Why, raverns were forfaken, and had fcarce any
company but travellers 5 courts had litdle to do when
they met 3 frolicks were dropt 3 and an anxiens pur-
{utrs of the world was in a great meafure forfaken.
But placrs of religious worfrip, both publick and
private were crowded ; multitudes-flocked to hear the
word, in feafon and out of feafon 5 converfation was
chiefly on religious fubjelts and {oul concern 3 old
quarrels were made up &c. Yea, when a little army
from New- England was calied away to attack thee-
nemies firong hold at Cape Briton, their langnage
when they wens off was, ** Pray for us while we fight
¢ for you ” and they were crowned with fuch fuc-
cefs as proved a principal means of putting an end to
that bloody wur,

¢ Ay, {zy fome, but now have things turped out
¢ fince” ¢ Anfwer, they have turned out exaclly
accoraing to the fcriptural account.  In many the
word had no moreroot,than feed fown by the highway
others heard with jy,and yet in time of temptation fel
away : Some who wemed to paya more lafting re-
gard to truth, yet are choked with cares and riches,
aid pleafures of this hife, fo as to bring no frut to pere
fection. While a few chofen ones keep the word, and
bring fovth fruit witd patience.  Jelus had the fame

end in view in giving this account, as he had in tel- °

ling the twelve, that one of them would Jift up bis
heel againft him, namely, that when it came to pals
they might believe, Jebi x5, 10, But behold and be

amazed !
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amazed | Muny now ftrengthaing themfelves avainf?
believing, becaule thele things ere come to pafs! And
men have a gala {traitned their wits to perfuade pec-
ple, thit theyare able with ordinary affiltance to Der=
{orm the conditions of the gofpel, o as finally to ob-
tain eterpal life.  And thele notions have been the
noft openly efpoufed in this country of late, that

ever they have been fince chriftiacity was known
here 5 and the effects are tcoopen to need any proof,

Pride and extravagence involved people to fuch a de-
gree, that in feveral counties they often had more
than a thouland writs at a court.  And if we review
the late commotions about the famp-a, what caufe
have we all to be abaled in the duft, when we think
how many more affemblies were gathered, of all
ranks, to confult what creature power or policy could
do 1n the cafe, than there were to fa# and cry to the
creator for help ? How different is this from the cons
duct of God’s ancient people ¥ Eph. 1. 3. And the’
truth fays, The King’s beart is inthe band of the Lord,
as the rivers of water : he turneth it whither foever be
will § yet the rejoicings immediately after the news ef
our deliverance, which were managed {o as to deftroy
a number of lves s and the thanks if not werfbis that
wereaddrefled to feveral suflruments of our reliel; while
there was fuch a vilible backwarkne(s for giving thanks
to the great authsr thereol, pav me inmind ol the nowe
cf a werthy expofitor upon the Philiffizns condudt,
who affembled to offer 6 great facrifice 19 Dagon and
f0 refoice  for they [aid, our God bath aeiivered Samp-
Jou oureneiny into our baid. The note s this ¢ The’
“ Sampfon’s harlot had done it, and they bad paid
““ her for it, yer chey atmribute it to their Geod, {uch
“was their blindnels and ftupidity ; and yec this may
¢ {hame us believers 1o the wue God, who are fo

“ backwara




éxj. True Faith will produce good Warks

¢¢ backward to afcribe to him the great things he
¢t does for us, when fuch heathens were fo for ward

% o give Cflory to theu' falfe deities, without any
6 foundarlon for 117,

Upon the whole, as the %fws earneﬁly denied Jee
fus his being aKing 5 while their trembling fear of him,
and raifing fuch torce as they did againft him, plains
Yy faid that he was a King ; 10 now all thefe, and
many other fafs, which are bmuorht againft thefe
dorines plainly fay they areifrue, * Many who op-
pofe thefe doCtrines make great prétences to dignity,
of fentiments ; and one of their high notions Is, that
*“ Becaufe the deity can receive no profit from us,
¢ therefore his great end in all his works and difs
“ penfations, is his creatures haypinefs”. But if "ts
afked, why then are not all his creatures made hapu
py 2 Thereply is, ** Their own folly prevents it”.
So that they have got a dexty too high'to be ferved
by them 4 yet he 1s 1o low that he mu(’t ferve them with
ail his mmﬁt and when he has done his beft, many
of his creatures afe too hard for hlm, and fruftraie
his great defign of making ot them ail happy ! Thisis
tirniong thmgs upfide down with a withefs [ 1/a. 29.16.

Another of their high notions is, ** That they will

* receive nothing for truth, bU[ what they can com:

prcl"end with their reafon”,  Tho® by the way,
they expéél o be credited in the accounts they give -
of many of their deep difcoveries, which at thelamc
time they donot fuppofe comman peoPk‘ can fathom.
But forfooth ! they are too big to credit what Jého-
vah declares, any farcher than they can comprehend

It

= M‘an) f21s from the remarkable effe@s of thefe doérines,

1N {uuuy particular towns and villages in various p- s
of our land lately, might greatly ﬁrcnglhen our aig .~ f

ment ; but that would (well this difcourfe {o far tlmla
muit omit them for the prefent,
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it | Nothing is more certain than this is, that a God
which a creature can comprehend is an idol. The
deity which Paulworfhiped was' quite another kind
of Being. Rom: 11. 93 —96.  And Heathenifh prin-
ciples will alway lead to heathenith pradtice, - Now
one of the moft unnatural barbarities, that Teverheardof
in the old natives of this country, was, theirgetting therr
pwows when they hada friend raken fick, cotry theic
magic art to find out whether the fick would die or not:
And if the anfwer was that he would die : then no
farther pains were ufed, but they. let bum-die as foon
as he would,  Compare this with our modern reafon«
ers againlt certain decrees, and fee how much-better
‘hearts we have than :them old heathens. 1t they
thought their friends death was determined, that made
them neglet the ufe of means for natural life = 2hefe:

fay if they believed the évent -was appointed..they
would negle&t all meansfor {piritval hife. * & hey negs-
fefted means to keep off death; thefe xfe* means to
haften it oni - 7 hey neglelted others bodies ; thefe
neglet their :own fouls. Thele beathens might be
chargeable with negative murder of others bodies 5
hut thefe chriftians,politively murder their own fouls /
- The fon of God knew, andoften forétold what fuf-

ferings he fhould go thro’ ; yet, in the days of bis:
Aefh, be ojfef&dfup'- prayers a-rzrff ﬁ{'j)p[ic'aﬁom, with
firang crying and tears, unto him that was able
to fave from death, and was heard in that be feca
red : tho” he were a Son, yet learned he obedience:by
thethings which be fuffered,Heb ¢. 7,8.And e gave
exprels warning to his difciples, that they would all
be offended becaufe of him :—upon which Pefer de-
clared, that tho’ all men fhould be offended he never:
would, . To which Jefus reply’d, Verily 1 fay unto
thee, that this Night before the cock crow, thou frali:
I deny
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deny me thrice: Yét this certain declaration was fp

far from excufing his negle& of his mafters caution, to

watch and pray 5 and his {loth, rafhnels and cowar-
dice, that when Peter remembered thofe words of
Jefus, be went out and wept bitterly, Mat, 26, 31—
757 In Paul's voyage 1o Rome. after a long tempeft
had Jain upon them, he (tood forth in the midi{t of their
company and faid, T exort yau to be of good chear :

for there fhail be no lofs of any man’s /ife among you,
but of the Ship. And fhewed how this was revealcd
to him by an angel; and then adds, [ believe God,
‘that it fhall be even as it was tald me.  Yet foon up-
on it, as the fhipmen were about to flee out of the

hip, by le ting down their boat into the fea, Paul

faid to thic centurion, and ro the {oldiers. Liwcept thefz
abice nthe Ship, xe cannot be Javed, Alts 27 21—31
He believ’d that the means and end were conneded
togerther.  When Dandel underflood by books, that
the years were near or quite expired, which the Lord
fnke of by Frremialh the prophet, that he would ac-
compllﬂl feventy years in the defolaticns of Ferufa-
lem, he fet bis face untothe Lora God o feek by pray-
er and fupplications.with faflings, and fackcloth and
albes, tor the fulfilment of what God lad abfolutely
promi‘ed. |

Now all thele (and many others) thought there was
a confiftancy between foreordmntlon of events in our
areat Ru'er ; and earneft prayers and endeavours in
hls/ubjeé?.f for the avoiding of all evil, and the ob-
talnmg of all the-good we want, T'hey thought that
the certainty of the event no ways took away the
creatures liberty, or made him lefs worthy of praife or
blame for what he did. but {ome are lifted up in our
days fo high, as not to be content with the place of
raen, but have [et their beart as the beart of God ;

an
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and Bebhold ! they age wifer than Danitel, Chaft, or

his apoftles, and esplode the fentiments which they
held, and pradtiled vwpon! * However, as their beart
is lifted up,and they have corrupted their wifdom,
therefore (without repentance) God will bring them
down to the pit,-n fuch a manner as fhall caufe affo-
nifbment and terror vo all that knew them LEzek, 28,
0—06, 8, 17—10,

111, Thefe things may teach us the evil nature,
and pernicious tendency of a prevailing cuftom in our
day, encouraging perfons to profefs religion,and come
e ~the church witheut this farth.  ‘fames calls
thofe profeffors varn men, who have not fuch a living
faith as Abrabamhad : and Paul (ays with the beait

man believeth unto righteoufnefs, and with the meuth

confeffion is madé unto falvation. When the eunuch
afked what hindred his being admited to the nitiating

ordinance of the golpel church, Philip fad, If thou
belicvefl with ALL THINE ucawrt, thow mayeft,
Tet Mr. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton -about
half a century ago, openly efpoufed th: contrary fen-

[ 2 * timents

* Mr Edwards’s remark is worthy “of notice here, w hich
15, ¢¢ That moft of the arguinents frem {eripture,
“ which Armnzans make ule of to fupport their ichems,

+ % are no other than begging the queliion’ @ for they fi-it
conclude that thefe principles which have been juii
mentioned, are inconfitent with the ufe of commands,
threatnings, prom fes, ¢xortations and the like, and
then heap up feriprures that are tull of fuch rhings 5 up-
on which "they boaft they have demonlirated their
point : whereas the point i difpute, 1s whether the cer-
tainty of the event takes away the ufe of thefe means or
not © and ’till they can prove that it does, all fuch
proofs from fcripture to fupport their {cheme 1 mear
beggery.  See his enquiry 1ato tie maderin nolion of
free-will, Part 4. Scets 11,
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timents, and held that the Lords Supper Was 3 Conveis
ting ordinance, and that perfons that were not feanda-
Tous in their lives, might come to it, tho’ they did not
.thmk themfelves converted. . This {cheme, was by
one of our fathers, in that day, compared to Safaﬂzan
of old’s retllng up the brq/y place; _ and after generae
tions weré not more fond of thole high.places, than
many in our times are of his fcbeme

Tho’ we have had a notable expcrimﬂntof the evil
of it in Mr., Steddard's church ; for his grand fon and
fucceflor Mr. Edwards pra&ded thereon till he had

got a-very large church, and then upon his attempting -

to have fome of them callf.d to an account for their

lacivisus and obfeene dycaur/e the town -was ** fud
« denly all on a blaze”, and little could be done in

the affair.  And upon their finding that he had chan-

ged his {entiments about that point, they laid hold of
that as a handle againft him, and never would reft-un-

til they had got him away. Thus when the world
had got into the church, they would not be governed |

by divine rule : hey would {ooner thruff away one of
the beft divines that this age has feen.  See Mr. Ed-
W&l‘db S hfe printed in Boﬁon 1765, page 53, &e, *

% The council which concurred with the church in dif-
. mifling of him, fay, ¢ We have had no other objection
againft lwn, but what relates to - his {entiments upon
that point”. “And what thole fentiments were, they
give us in thefe wordsy viz. his ¢ lnfiffing vpon it as
“ neceflary to the admifhion of members to full com-
“ munion, that they fhould make a profeflion of fanci:-

¢ fymg grace 3 whereas the brethren are of opinion,
<¢ that the Lord’s Supper isactonverting ordinance, and

¢ confequently, that perfons if they have a competen-
¢ cy of knowledge, and are of a blamelefs life, may be
< admitted to the Lord’s table, altho’they make mo fuch

;‘ profeffion”. printed refalt of faid counfe] page LIy
un 22 1750,

Rl Wy v, |
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A profeﬂion of chriftianity neceﬂ"anly implies falth

in Chrit, and a devotednefs to him; and if there is
‘ot a mealure of that, truly in the heart, theprofefli-
on 15 fa/jﬁ ; and to encouragze men to /e betore God
and man, in order to be converled Iooks very (hock-~
ing, But to avoid thisablurdity, Mr. Williams (who
wrote againft Mr. Edwards on this pmnt) fays p-ge
7. that ¢ Norhing.(hould be exprefled in the words
i ofthe profeflion, but w‘mt {fome unfanltified men
<« may fay,and {peak true” . upan which Mr. E.re-
plies, that < There are two compenmrs for theking-
“ dom of this world, Chrif? and Satan ; the defign
“ of a pubhm profefﬁon of religion is,to declare which
« {ide men‘arg” ; and afks, « Isitthe conflitition of
£ ng George andthe Br:t:ﬂ?parhament that men
¢: fhould take oaths of alleglance conirtved 1n words
« of indeterminate {ignification, to the end that men
¢ who are in their hearts enemics to K ng George,
“ and {riends to the pretender, may ufe them and
¢ e aL,. trug” ! Rﬂply to Mr. Williams page 39, 45.
The plmcqul arguments that are brought to fup-
port thele notions are tiken from Abrabam’s cove-
nant, and the national church which {prang from him ;
notwnhﬂqndmg the me/Jenger who cameto prepare the
way of the gofpel difpenfation, warned fonls againft
fuch notions, and [hew'd that God was able of flones
to raife up children to Abrabam. And when ma-
ny of the 7ew1 believed onour Lord, he {aid to them,
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my difciples in-
deed 5 and ye fhall know the truth, and the truth fhail
make you free. 'T'his they immediately refented, and
faid we be Abraham’s feed and were never in bsn-
dage. But Jefus alured them, that whofsever com-
committeth fin, is the [ervant of fin. And adds, If ye
were Abraham’s children, ye would do the work of

Abraham
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Abraham.~—ye are of your father the devil, 70b. 8.
20—44, Oblerve this well ; here was a great num.
ber of belicvers who were ready to profels Chrift’s
name, il that would have done, but he was for having
difeiples indeed,who fhould know # be truth, fo as to
make them free from the fervice of £n and fatan,
without which he would not own them  to be chil-
dren of JAbrabam. No, nftead of that, for all their
faith hie declares them to be children of the devsl.
Paul was very careful to diftinguilh to the Romans,
the difference between Abraban’s natural and fpi-

ritual children; and fhews that only the latter were
by the golpel counted for thee feed, Rom. 9 7, 8.
And when [ome teachers who defired to make a fair
fhew in the fleh, and avoid the crofs, were zealous to
introduce the national, doing plan,under the chriftian
name,into the churches ofGalatia, how {martly does
he warn them churches againft that fcheme? yea tho’
it had come from apoftles or an engel from heaven,and
{ays, who hasb bewitched you that you flould nct
obey the truth ? And bids them gnow that they which
are of faith, the fame are the chilaren of Abrabam ;
ond adds, If ye be Chrift's, then are ye Abrabam’s -
feed, and heirs according to the promife. Gal, 1. 8.
cand 201, 7. 29. & 6 12, . |

This apolile knew well how pleafing this {cheme
was to mankind, and that he could have avoided per-
fecution by cmbracing it: bur then he knew as well
what the confequence would be on the other hand ;
and therefove fays, If I yet pleafed men, 1 frould not -
be the fervant of Chriff, Gal. 1, 10, & 6. 12. And
how can any that proceed in that way, be fervants of
Chrift now, any more than in Paul’s day.

Mr. Edwards's fmart remark may deferve our no-

tice here, Me, 777, and many others having made mucfh
ule

—_ —_—— TE T reanien = e T P
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ufe of the parable of the tares of the feld, to fup-
port theircaufe ; tho’ Jefus fays, the fela is the world,
-yet they muft needs have it to be the church @ Mr.E.
obferves, that if we fhould allow ti to be fo, it would
not help their caufe ; for the tares are plainly repree
{ented as having no juft right there, but an eniemy bro't
~them in ; and too, while the fervants flept, who ought
to have been upon their watch to keep the enemy our,
He therefore tays’ «“ Perhaps fome wounld be ready
¢ to make the refleion, that thofe churches whofe
«« praftice isagreable to the loofe principles Mr, /7,
 cfpoules, do that at noon-day ; in the prefence of
‘t Goad, angels and men, which the devil did in the
night, while men flept” I Reply page 103, |
Heuce IV, Ifthis faith be fo necellary in profef-
Jfors, how much more ini 2eachers of chriftianity f Let
any man have what elfe he may, yetif he hasnot ¢/is
faith to fee wiMm who 15 nvifible, and to look at un-
feen anl eterncl things; he will be governed even in
_his. religion by the things which are temporal, lt
was this alone that enabled Paul and his companions
to preach not themfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord;
and themf{elves the churches fervants for Fefus fase :
even becanle God who commanded the light to foine
out of darknefs, had fhined into their hearts, to
~give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God,
mn the face of FefusChrift. 2 Cor. 4. 5. 6, 1. dume
would turn thele off as extraordinary things ; and
they profefs to be lead in an ordinary way ; but the
ordinary way of every manis to feck felf in one fhape
or another, if he s not delivered therefrom by (uch
fupernatural influence. | -
Our Savior fays, #here your treafiure is, ihere
will your hearts be alfa. And goes on plainly to hold
forth that if our eye be not fingle but evil, the {1pht

1 hat



‘% True Faith will ﬁroﬁgﬁ*e good W, o’:’*fc?

2hat 5 in us 1s a’arkne/s Wko then will dare to fﬂ“
thata man of great knowledge without a ff ingle eye;

may be a fafe crmde ? or that. they can now ferve 00
- maflers € Mat. 6 2 1—24. :

Maoy who cannot deny thefe truths, yet evade -
their practical influence, by the plea that we cannot

know who are fincere, and who not.  Our great Za'm-
giver {aw all this, and therefore, after cautioning a-
gainft wrong judging; proceeds very early to give
plain roles for rwht judgment in_thelfe affairs ; and
lay‘-‘ Give wot J'bfu’ which is boly 1Ko args, ﬁmﬁe? caff

your pearls bifore fwine. Beware of [alfe proph:ts,
which come 12 you in [beeps-cloathing, but znwamb are
ravening wolves, Yea fball know them by their fruus;
Mat. 7. 6, 15, 16. Nothing 1s more common in
fcripture[han for things whichare- devoted to God’s

lhlp ro be called baly In Ezekiels vifion of the
semple hie was ordered to (hew to fuch as were afbamed

of ther iniguities, the foims and laws of the boufe, even

~of the comings in:and goings out thereof, and il th:

crdinances ‘Iaereaf , and he fays, The whole limit there-
of rotind about, [ball be wioft holy : bebald Tris is the
law of the boufe. And again, Thus faith the Lord God,
No firanger uncivcumeifed in beart; nor uncircumcifed 15
fleth (ball enter into iy fanétuary, Bzek. 43, 11, 12.

and 44. 9. Peerls are to be kept-as thoice treafure,
1n diftinction fronythings for comnion ufe, Each

gate of the bloy city was one Péarl, Rev, 21. 21, *
* Tho’ this is fo plain, yet great numbers would have it,
that pearls mean nward experiences, which they fay are
rot to be told before carnal men. But if Paul greatly
tranfgrefled this rule, for be declared the peculiar cir-
cumftances of hisconverfion before his perfecutors,botl

at Jerufalem and Cifaria. And we are ail required to be.
ready always 1o g1rve an anfwer 1o every man I'J”ﬂl' ’

afketh us a reafon of the hope that is in s, with meeknels one
feary 1 Pet. 3. 15,

-y wr
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. Peter compares fal{e teachers and proffﬁ'ors to dog s
snd fwine,2 Pet, 2. 22. Now compare thefe things to-
gether, and how plain is the command not to give,
holy ordinances to fuch men, por open the gates ot the
church toany but the ngbfeam nation which.keepeth the.
gruth 2 1fal, 26, 2. And who can fully deferibe the rens.
ding and Filthy work which. churches have often mec
with: for not attendmg duly to this rules . | :

What many {eem 1o underftand by fmztr 1S Sbeep:u
cloatbzﬂg , their making a fhew & appearance like,
fheep : But Jefus has told us plamly what he means,

by fruits. Every iree, {ays he, is knows by bis ows
fruit :—a goad man gut of the gaod greajure of bis heart,,
bringeth forth that which is good s and an evil man ous,
of tbe evil treafure of bis beart, bringeth forth that,
which is evily for out of the abundance of the heart bis,
siouth fpeaketh. Lok 6. 44. 45. And wemayobl’erve:
that when Pefer declared, the faith which was given’
him by a fuper-natural revelation, Chrift anfwered,.
.BZej}ed art thou 3 and, immediately fays, thou art
~ Peteryand upon this Rock I will build my Church Mat.
16, 16—18. Peter. fignifies a ffone 3 he was but one,.
frone which jwas to “be laid in. the DUllde‘ upon this.
alorious rork and he fays to other famts, ye alfo as,
Zzwly Rones are built up a [piritual boufe, 1 Pet. 2. 5o
Qur Lord’s fpeaking of building his church, directly
after that noble declaration of faith, ewdemly pointa
out the manner as well as matter of this building, As
:f he had faid, ¢ The way in which I will build my
“ church is’ by perfons dcclarmg thus. with their
¢ aoulhs, what they believe in their bearts concern *
ing me ? * Hence, on the day of penticoft,, when.
many were pricked in their bearts, and cried, Pf//aati_

(oail we do? Peser pointed out to them the way of relief;

K. andﬂ

" Rom. 10, 10
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and as mmry as gladly veceived bic word were Zmptrzed
_and added to the chuich,and they*connnued ftedfaft.
]y in the apaﬁlﬁ daﬂmze aid feﬁaw/b:f-—-—-The decla.
red both their conviftion ard cotiverfion, and thus
the firft gofpet church'was buile’ up, and walk'd in’
fel]owfhrp . and the zpoftle 7abn § account of the
‘way wheréin chriftian fellowthip is begotten and pro
moted perfe&]y agrees herewith. He fays, Thar 'w/::cb
we bave [een and beard, declare we untoyou, that ye ery'
bave fe!!ov/fazp with us: and traely our fellowlbip is

with the fatherand with bis fon FefusChrisf 1 Yob. 1. 5
When Perer was direCted by a vifion frem hea-
ven to §o to Cornelius, and went withont gainjaying ;
yet when he came there, he afked and received a dif.
tinét account of thie ﬁeps of experience which had led
Corne'ins thus far, Then he opened his mouth and
preached Chrift to all prefent; and while he fpake,
the koly Ghaft fell on all them which bheard the word,
whereupon they were commanded- to be baptlzed
Thus the primitive churches were built up,
On the other hand, wheén one who had been bap.
tized as a believer, /poke that out of the abundance of
his heart, which difcovered that his bedrt was not
right with Geid; Peter {aid, Thou baft neither part nor
lot in this-matter,- AG. 8. 20, 21.  So the-church of
Epbejus is commended becaufe the could' nor bare
them which were evil s and bad t7ied them which Jaid
ttey were apoftles, and were nof s and bad found then
ligrs, Rev, 2. 2. This difcipline was negleéted in
the church of Csrinth 3 theretore Paul fays to them,
Know yenot, tkat a little leaven, leavens ihe whale
lump 2 what bave I 1o do, 10 jadge ihem that are with-
out ? do not ye judge them that are within? therefore
put away from among your [elves that wicked perfon,

1Cor, 5.6.12, 13. And to the churches of Gala.i]a,
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he fays concerning: thol'e who had perverted the gof~
pcl a liltle leaven Zeavmctb the whole lump, I would
1key were even cut of tbat trouble you, Gal 5. Q. 12,
Fobn fpeaking concermnﬂ the dodrme of C hritt, fays,
Look to your [elves s+ if [ there conire any unto you and
bring not this doirinz, receive bim not into your boufe, E
3 John 8—~10, " -
* Query, do not alions {peak louder than werds ?
| Anfwer, in many cafes they do : yet how do we know

what actions mean but by words ? for inftance,Simox
offered the apo(’cle S Money 3 NOW had he done it for
their fapport in the Lord’s work,or for them to diftri-
bute to poor faints, the a&ion would kave been good

'tho’ by what he ﬁzzd when he offered the money, he
difcover’d that his beart was not right in the fight of
God. This hint may fhew the harmony (here i iS
between thofe two different defcriptions of the laft
judgment, namely, by thy words thou fhalt be jufti-
fied, and by thy werds thou fhale’be condemned :

And, then fhall he reward every “man according to
his works, Mat. 12. 37, & 16. 27 ladeed, fruits
compxehend all that men bring fortbout of their bearts,
in their principles, experience, converfation and con-
duct ; and hereby we are to knew then, and to a&k
owards chem according to the cleareft light we can

gais, * 1f thefe divine rules were duly recrarded they
Ko would

s vome talk’d much of 2 diftin@ion between private
and publick charity, and affert thar prwate charity will not
do 1o ac? upon ;?zd/’:ff' affairs. 1f by private charity they
mean an mwa;dper/wajmn, which is not governed by
mtelligible evidence, 1 readily concur with them : lhough
I fear what is often intended by thatdiftinétion, is that
we fhould receive all who are willing to make a public
profeflion of religion, if nothing is 0penly obielted a-
again(t them, whether we have any proper e?dimce to
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would foon fettle the controverly we have had concer.
~hing who has a right to preach, and who not: fo
according to thefe rules; if Petery-Paul, or an anjel
from beaven” (hould come to us, and not bring* the
docirines of Chrift, but a perverted gofpel, we ought 1o
teiedt them. While all thole who have remounced th
bidden things of d:fhonefty, not walking in craftinefs, nor
bandling the word of God deceitfully, but who by maui-
felation bf the truth, commend themfelves 10 every man's
gonfeience in the fight of God, ought to be received 2
Cor. 4. 2. T Thefe rules are rational as-well as [crip-
taral.  Saints aré often .called witueffes 1fa; 43. 10,
I Tim. 6. 12. Heb. 12. 1. A witnels 1s 10 teftily what
he knows concerning a matter in-difpute 5:and God’s’
witnefles are to teftify what they know of him, and
his truth, which the worldis fo full of difputes about.
. C e P S AR NOW

aut confciences that they experimentally know the truth
or no. Great noife ‘alfo has been made about nfallibiz
knswledge, and of affuming God’s prerogative to fearth
the heart, and thelike ; -but thisis all befide the proper .
queftion which is, whether we muft act towards men, |
according to what they pretend to.be, or upon the clear-
eft evidence we can gain of what they really are ?

+ Here many are ready to cry, dlas ! what(imes are we hl-

" len into ? a party fpirit encouraged,and dne minifter con- |
demning another : how much better were former days :
than thefe are ? But they forget that Solimen tells them, |
that they enquire not wifely concerning this. Ecel.7. 2. thefe -
always have been contentions ever fince fawo feeds have:
been.in the world ; and he muft be very ignorant of;

- his bible who doss not know that true and falfe mini-g
fers have fpoken againft each other in all ages, tho':
with very different tempers 3 yea, when the teacher ot
seachers came into the world, what divifions were there:
among God’s people about him ? Some faid. he is 4 gord
man + others fay nay 3 but he deceiveth the people. ANd he
gras fofar from denying the peoples right tojudgfc Tf"

* uch,

‘r_nn -
$- h-.l !
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Wow every rational mind, in order to be farisfied in
:important affairs, wants to hear witnéfles tell, no_f
‘only that a things s fo 5 but alfo how they came fo
tnow it to be fo. Hence civil courts will not take up
with written evidences, if the perfons can be had, for
they fuppofe there is danger of being impofed upon
by falle teftimony ; therefore they would examine

evidences critically, Inorder to come at the truth,
" Neicher will men be content to have this done by one
br more in private, and {o have what they difcover
reported to the court : No, all whoare concerned mult

hear what is faid ; yea, and have liberry to afk whas

| queftions
{uch matters, that he gave them plain inftructions to
direét them therein.  He firft fhews the neceflity of be-
ing engaged to dv, as well as knowthe Fathers will, if we
‘would expect to be guided by him ; and thenlays down
a general rule to judge teachers by : viz. He that fpea-
keth of bimfelfy fecketh bis own glery, but e that feckeih his
glory that fent bini, the fame is true, and no unrighteoufnejs in
him,  And having given them the rule, helays, Fudge
not according to the appearance, but judge rignteous juagment, -
Joh. 7. 12. 17, 18, 24. Ozhers judyed according to the
appearance : and thole who appeared in Mofes feat, and ac-
cording to the eftablifhed religion, they judgea to be
right 5 but #his man who had never learned in  their
fchools, or been approbated by their rulers and {tanding
teachers, and wasadmired only by people who £new nat
toe law 5 they accounted a decerver, ver. 15, 47——49.
Notwithftanding he fpake as never man fpake, and con-
frantly went about doing good. Buthe calls us to judge
righteoufly according to what is really faid and done, and
not according to the appearance and fhow that men make.
"T'hofe who feek their own glory, will be more concerned
to have the efteem and approbation of men, than to ap-
prove themfefves unto Gad, by rightly dividing the word of
truth, 2 'Tim. 2 15, or to approve themfelves as the Nl
Sers of God, inmuch patience, in afffictions, in neceffities, in
"‘ﬁ/}r‘ﬁjw e, 2 COI’. 6_ 4,-—-10. d5 fbrj:} mini’ﬁers dIJ;
which thefe claim a fucceffizn from,
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queﬂlom they think proper : and the fear of witneffes,

balhiulnefs, or blundering in their ﬂory, will not be
admiited as a {ufficient reafon againft this way of pron”
ceeding 5 and why ? becaafe Lhclr honour, i nteref’c,or

life is ar ftake. B |

th where the divine honor, and the life of fouls

at ftake, the contrary method is taken.  For miany

have given out that they had rather receive two hy-
vocrites (nay fome fay ten) than fhut sutone faint, *
And for fear perlons fhould blunder i their account,
wrillen teflimonies have been received, which have of-
ten been framed as well as pennid by othier hands ; per-
fons by figns have own’d it ab their teftimony, when -
God ‘and their own' confciences knew 1t was
not fo. Thus churches have gone on ; till of latée
many have dropt, having part:cular accounts of ex-
perience in any way ; and receive members only up-
on a general affent to chriftianity.”™ And fome have
been fo ftupid as to try to juftify fuch condudl by the
eunuch’s confeflion 495 8. 37. as if thieir openly afivn-
tl{:w to that which they were always taught was true,
was parallel te his declaring his hea rty beliet of tha,
which Jews and Gentiles all faid was falfe. P!:u!:tp
Lkewife had been particularly acquainted with his
foul exercife about thefe things before, {o that he had
eoo evidence of the cunueb’s converfion bclorc hc
baptized him. -
The cenerality of thofe who are going on 1n thﬂ
ways above defcribed, are very rendy olten to caution
us againft juaging -—-yt:t if we will not run with them
to the fame excels of abomination, they can foon
fpeak evil of us, and judge our bearts at a great rate.
But the things I have now related are not fecret for-
mifes,

* 1, e. Had ratHcr receive 2 or roenemies than hold one
friend in fufpenle, ’till they could obtain evidence that
he was a friend ?
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5 mifes, thcy are' moft open and notorious faé‘ts and if
any would give me a betier Teafon for this di fﬁ*rencc
in condu& than th:sa I Rould be glad to hear it 5
viz. Thatmoft men are wifer for timey than for eter-
nity, and have more concern about their own nte-
ieft, than the interéft of Chrift’s kmwdom in the

world, * And in Vain do men wifh for better tlmes,
while divine rale is thus difregarded ; tbey might as
well look for peace while enemies are not guarded a~
Gamﬁ‘ or for lealch while contagion is freely fpread.

Therefore, V. Thefe things fhould roule us all,
and engage our fouls to remrd witholt delay the on-
ly method of relief in our deplorable crrcumﬁances;
before iniquity prove the ruin of our nation and land,

Buc here I'am corme to the moft difficule péint in
the whole chriftian plan, I mean applying the call
and command t6 impotent creatures: None but God
can keep us from ftraying to the right or left hand
here. Multicudes hold it to be unreafonable for God
_to require that which the creature candt do ; tho’
“the abfurdity of fuch a notion appears !

- 1. Becaule thé divine command ever refhains doly
Jm/} and gaad altho® we afe carnal /cU under fii 7, Rom.
7. 12, 14, What a ftrange conceit would it be, to
conclude the creditors claims to be unjult, becaule of
the bankru[)tcy of the debtor | |

2. All fin isa voluntary contranety to the divine
will ; how reafonable then is it that we fhould be cal-
led and commanded to that which maft be our hear-
¢y choice, or we never can be faved? and thatisa.
tirning from fin to Ged, Ezek. 33. 10. 1L,

2. Nothing but the light and power of the com-
maand, broucrht home upon the confcience, can ever
miake a foultruely to know its-mifery, andfo to prize
the remedy which is provided : for ‘ithout & foul

knows

+
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knows he is ﬁck e will not Improve a phyﬁman
%l he knows he-is a prlfonfr hé‘will not welcome a
proclamanon of 1bertv .and ’till he is convinced of
His great and Ju{’t debts, and that "he has nothing ta
pay, he will ‘06t love much when they are all franlcij
Jorgiven, Luk. 4. 18. & 5. 31:& 7. 42,

+ God’s call” conveys lightand life to the foul,
When and where he pleafeth When Ezekiel wewed
the bones that were very dry, he proPheﬁed as he was.
commanded, and faid, O ye.dry bons, hear the 'wom’
of the Lord : and how olorlous was the e¢ffect ? The'
divine call is, Jwake thoy iﬁatﬂefpefz‘ and arife frem
the dead, and Chrift [hall give thee light, Eph. 5. 14,
So our apoftle afrer mentioning, that every good gift
¢ometh from the father of ]mhts, who of /m 6N wzlf
begets fouls with the twor of truth, fays wherefore, let
évery man be fwiff to /ﬂmr, Jam, 1517 &

Here therefore let us oblerve that true teacmng e~
ver {hews.our conftant obligation’ 10 conform loeve~

ry divine rule; and dt the fame time,that all our help,
foto do,muft be freely received from Chrift Jefus, by.
the influence of the holy fpirit.” From thence we re-
cetve the gift of # Agbteaufneﬁ, whereby all our crimes,
are forgiven ; and abundance of grace; . whereby our
patures are charged, and our {ouls are enabjed to die
unto fin, and live unto righteoufnefs, Buc falfe tea-
ching will either abate part of the price, In order to-
accomod ate our duty to our ability ; or elfe excufe the,

creature from his obligation, becaufe he is not able to
- flfl i | f
This difference appears plain in all ages.  When
Fofbua 1n a moving mannér had prefled home upon
Ifrael the importance of chufing that day whom they,
would ferve, and which had fuch effect, that the peo-
ple anfwered, we will ferve the Lord :—he immes,
' dlatcly
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alate]y adds, ye cannot /é’r've the I.af'd ) far be 3 cm"
- holy God Jofhua 24 15—~19.. He would have them
" know. thele impotency, and. their need of divine help |

.The . prqphets orders Were,: Telf 985 there 1s no
Gad elfe befide me, a ju[l God.anit a” Savier. Laené
unto me and be ye faved, . all ye ends of the.ecarth -~
:S'ure/y //m” ane ﬁzy, n tbe L&rd /Jaﬂe ! rrg])teau[ feﬁ?'
and [lrﬁngtb Strength 2s well as nghteoufnels 183
him. and not in qur{elves, S0 our Redeemer when he
came. infilted muchnn the [triGnefls and authomy of
the divine Command and our. conﬂant Qbh *atlon (O

obedience! dnd at the’ Iamcnmf: heas fully “af rted,
that w:tbazzt hxm we can da afbmg, Mat. 5 Joh. 15,
Whl}e the le‘aders of moft note in that day, abated the
terms in various Thapes. They woul i confine the
law, only to outward aions ; but Jefiis exrerds it 1o’
our inward difpofition, and ds f ns.:-they would havd

an obfervance of. imall things anfwer while they neg

lefted,the weightier matiers of the daw : yea, they.’
wonld fain have theii formy of devotion fuffice, while
~ they exercifed :njuﬂ:c‘e and ¢ruelty towa ds the peoﬂ""
Yet they could not bear the thoughts.of perlﬂ’ung any,
more than others.: no, they often: enqmred what good
things they fould ds for eterpal life ¢ And. can. the
words gofpel, faith or reperzmnce help thefe in_the
lealt who.deal with fouls:in this partiel line ; and can
. their cafe be:a whit better than thofe who of old had
been partial in the- law ? Mal. 2. 9. Yea, and is nog*
Juftice, mercy and faithfulnefs as much nc gle&ed NOW
under a profeflion of chriltianity, -as evér ihey-were
among the Fews ? Paul faw thefe things creeping in,
and therefore {ays, Be not deceivel : ewl communicq-
$ions corrupt good manners. Auwake to r:gbteaame/i

and fin not 5 for fome bave not the knowledge of God ;
Z /f:aé this to your /}ameLz Cor. 15. 33, 34 .
,. L
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Bt here many of our late’ reafoners, will tell us
that we make men mere machines, who . are not wor-
thy of praife or blame : for what wé cannot do; we are
not to blame for neale&mq and if we are. a&uated by
div'ne power in all chat is Jone right; then we are not
praife-worthy therefor, 7

_Anfwer 1, God is the author and fupporter of all
naturc, who giveth 1o all life breath'and all things 3
zmd beathens as well as chriftians, derive a natural
power from him to do nataral alions ; and by that.
power they m1y do-many things. whleh are materialy
gnod ;-bit in order'for any adon to be fpiritually
gnod, it muft be done from a right principle, and toa

right end, without which ¢l the ead of the commandment
IS 1o mﬂvcrEd T im 1. |

2~ This controver(y pror*eeds upon the Tae foot
lng of that between 7ob and his friends, namely, dar-
ning counfel with words without knowledge : ufing
words without knowing what they.tiéan ; for the words’
cannot, are not able and fuch like, are as "different in
their meaning when wfed about ¢he” foul, ffom what

f

-thsy are abouc the body, as the nature of the foul dif+

fers from the budy * We niay be heartily willing to -
do many outwa rda&tions,which yet wecannot do,and fo
are excufed from blame in ournot doing thcm : but
the caufe why fouls cannot believe the record which
God has given of his fon, and love and obey him with’
all their hearts, is becanfe, #hey love darknefs rather
2han light ; yea, tbey hate the fight, Job. 3. 19 20,
Becaufe tbe carnal miind is enmity againfl God, &c:
Rom, 8. 7. This is the account which ]ehovah has
given ot the cafe, and thofe who dare to fet up their
- reafor

% See M. Edwards on the will, page 707. A book which
has afforded ‘more light to my mind in thele points,
than‘any other human cémpofure that 1 ever read,
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Hre‘afon‘.againﬁ this account, will- fooner or later hear
‘that ‘wremendous demand, /ball be that contendet)
with the a!migbty, _i’ﬂﬂfﬂﬁ' bim p‘&e :{bﬂt,ffpm'ﬂd’fé?-

God, let him anfwer it.

. What fouls will dare to ftand the trial,and come up
and tell the moft High that they cannot believe him,
and therefore he muft excufe them from blame in

making H1M A LIAR [ * Ortell mium that they cannot

fee beauties enough in B1M to atra& all their hearts,
and«therefore he muft abate hislaw, and take up with
bsdily exercife, take up with a fhewing much love with .
their mouths, while their beart goeth afer their cove-
poulnefs 2 + Many are ready to call thisrough or harfb

“preaching ; but this is no new thing, they called it fo

" Ifaiab’s day-and faid, fpeax unio us fmooth things;
caufe the boly one oflirael to ceafe from before us,
‘The near views of a boly God, tore off their covering
which was.no¢ of his [pirit, and that they weould nct
vare ; therefore the prophet was ardered to ndte it in
& book that it m ght be for time to come, for ever and
ever, that thefe were a rebellious pesple, lying chil-
dren, children that will not hear the lawof the Lord,
I, 30 1. 8,—~11. And the day is hallning when an
awtnt tempeft fall fweep away the refuge of lies :
now therefore be ye not mockers left yeur bands be
made ffrong, 1021, 28. 17, 22, D
O therefore precious fouls, make no more attempts
to hide from God, but fubmit to him and embrace his
free falvation without delay. ‘Dot thou fay, I can’t
believe ¢ let that teach thee what a heart thou
haft, which hag often regarded /lymg vanities, and yet
now can’t believe the God of truth. Do you fay, 1
can believe there is mercy for others, but not for me?
Why not for thee ? oh, becaufe | am a great finner |

L2 Thag

T Joh. s 1¢ f Ezek, 131.3.
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“That is thou canft not believe, becaule thou art juft
fuch a creature as Jefus came to fave ! « Tim. 1. rs,
X he bottom of the matter is we can believe that Chrift
came to fave. good finners, but not ad ones : fuch ag
have nothing elfe bt badnefs,  Hentce the profligate
~;perfon thinks:he-believes the - gofpel, and hopes for
mercy at laft, becaufe in the miaft -of all his extrava.
‘gance he .coneeits.. hie has ‘an konef? heart, & God re-
gards honefly, & hates hypocrites. Soin every cafe
mer conceit they have fame good either of an inward
or outward nature, whicl will when itis welkimproved
move Chrift tofave them. Vet when the divine. fpirit

fhews them truly what they are, this -takes-away ali
that fort of faith, . R S
.. We naturally imagine that God is al2egether like
ourfelves, who cannot Jove thofe whem we: /fee no
lovlinels in: -tho’ the rruth is that'his thoughts and
ways are as high above ours, asthehéavens are.above
the carth. ‘The contentionin our.day, concerning a
general, and a particular taith centers here : for:they
don’t contend concerning whoiis the Savior ; but:the
difpute is concerning what faith gives an interelt in
him, Muliitdes hold. that if we believe the .. gofpel
to betrue, and walk :according to the rules of 1, we
may hope for mercy at laft 5:-tho’ they .will fearce
allow any to know they :are fafe till they -leave thig
world ; 2nd for this plain reafon, becanfe-their hope
~dep nds :ppon their dong well:to the end.  Others
hold faving faith to be a perfualion that Chrift died
for.me in particular, and that this perfuafior maft be

worked up, by 1he (piric'safliflance m our hearts,
- Now each party can fceifelf and man’s doings 1n
the others faith ; rherefore they have carried their con-
tentions to a great length,  Yet afcer all, when any
nopr {unl has his eyes opened; and is turned from a’ajf_-
' - o : * | ) nejr

+ . -
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nefs 2o light, all their criticifms will never perfuade
him ro wait till next year, and fee what effets light
-and heat have upon him, before he may ‘aypropriate
‘the benefits of .the glorious Sun 1o himfelf. * 1fa
number of rebels fhould hift up their arms againtt their
king till many of them were flain, and the reft fcat-
tered in the wildernefs, ready to perifh, and they
fhould hear that he had granted out a proclamation of
free pardon to rebels, and a general call to come in
and accept it : yet if they flill kept off, how vain would
“all their difputes or attempts prove, to find out who
of them (hould be faved by the King’s mercy ¢ tho’
in the mean time if he fhould appear to any of them
in his royal robes, dnd with his charming -voice pros
claim pardon tottrem ; how would it mele their hearts,
and engage -each of them to firive who fhould fhew
the Joweft fubmiffion, and the higheft gratitude for his
undeferved mercy ? See Fer. 31.2, 3. o
- In thefe debates-the ideas of a dead or abfent triend
unawares {lips into ourminds, who has left choice le-
gacies to a fele® number of perlons, where there is
room for lawyers, difputes and men’s judgments in
order to determine who are interefted therein, Where
as, did we obferve that they which £nd grace in the
- wilderne!s, are fuch as the Lord hath appeared unto,
and declares his everlalting love to their fouls : and
that we never can fee the fun only by its own light,
which always brings its evidence with it, both of its
own excellency, and of our right to enjoy its benefits ;
this would fettle the pyint.” Here fome ate ready to
cry out, « 1f all our help is in God, and if he has de-
# rermined to give it only to fuch perfons 4s he hath
st ¢hofcn 3 then ’tis in vain for us to flrive, or ule
means
#® Pfal, 84, 11. A&. 26, 18.

{
iy
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¢ means, we will e’en take our cafe and Tive as we .
« it This many call reajoning 3 and as one tofd.
Dr. Tay!ar (who has written muchin this line; all the-
cry 18 reafon and candour, reafon and candour | and
{aid he, thou meanefl no lefs by it than they did who
ctied, Great is Diana of the Ephefians | Yetif this -
noifewas flilled, we may find a _/E’If contradilion n
the very nature of the obje&tion ¢ * fer .t 1s in cffelt
to fay, *The mealure of my fature happinefs is fixed "";
““ thereforc 1 will take methods to increale ", or
plainer ftill ¢ ¢ God has determined what bapy: me(sl' |
« thall have, therefore I will take my own ways. and
“* not his to premote it ' / Every man is ufing fome
fort of means or other for happinels every day lie
 lives ; fo hat the query is not properly whether we

fhall ufe any means, or no ; but whether "tis befl to

ufe the means whichGod has a ppomted orthofe WhICh
man has invented ? +

This {ort of reafoning began near the forbzda’m
Iree ; and generally they who moft pefitively deny
IhEll‘ concern in what wasadled there, thew mof plmn-
ly that they allow of the deed of their fatber, by gi-
ving in to reafonings againflt what God hath plainly
faid, ashe did. How is the world ranfacked, and the
taults of p-ofeffors on all hands brought vp, and ma-
ny falle chargesadded thereto, and all to guard againft
takmgand regarding God's truth as he has delivered
it ? yez rather than yield ; the pit below is fearched,
and Tudas is brought up to carry on the argument a-
raifl a clnﬁhadhercnce todivine rule in our praflice
- in church affairs, As il Fudas’s evample was for imi-
fation inllead of warming, Tho’ truely he had never
bad any place in the chriffian church, as ¢iftir & from
the Fewifh church ; {ar his commlfﬁon was limiied to

the
* vid. Mr. Edwards onthe will p 316, 1 Bl 7049
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the houfe of Ifrael, before their national church was
diffulved : and the great cxmilfion to feach and bap.
tize all natioss, was giv-n o the eleven 5 there was
ho Fudas among them Mt 10.5 6 & 28. 16.19..
it is therefore our higheft wifdom to acknowledge
our own guilt.and folly, and freely receivetlie divine
~tetimony as s delivered to us, and prefent our bo-
dies a living facnifice to Gol, which isour reafonable
fervice, Bven felf intereft, if rightly view'd ‘would
move us hereto.  For if we dilregard the golden rule,
the Lord will; not who {a; swith wh:t meafare ye mete,
it sHALL be meafured to you again. Had ‘David
viewed this when he was tempeed to defile his n:igh-
bours wife, and then deceitfully to fhed his blood ; and
had he feen that th s would be meafured to him dou-
Ele : that one fon would defile his daughter, and ano-
ther murder him ; and then that the murderer would
deceitfully dethrone David, and openly defile. his
wives ; with whas indignation would he have rejected
that traveller which came to entice him thereto ¢
Yet becaufe this fentence is not immediaiely execu-
ted, finners will not quit _their evil ways: yea when
they fec the execution of it'begin at the houfe of Gad,
upon the righteous, they reafon direltly againft reve-
lation, and conclu le that the awful fautence will not
reach to ungodly finners who obey not the  gofpel of
‘God. They. are willingly ignorant of the trug na-
ture and defign of all God’s difpenfations, 1 Pet. 4
17, 18,2 Pet. 3. 5. Let me therefore addrefs you
in the language of wildom it felf, «° tear mitruction
* and be wife, and refufe it not : for wholo findeth
¢ me findeth life, and fha!l obtain favour of the Lord.
““ But he that flneth againft me wrongeth his own
“ foul ; all they that bate mé, love dealh, Prov. 8.
" 2336,

)



83 Tr‘:}; Fuaitl will prodace good W erks
I thought to have ftopthere ; but a review of our
prefent ftate conftraing me*to gofarther. For as we
are loudly called to awake out of leep, fo we arecalled
to ftir up one another, and to provoke one another 7.
~ love and good works; Many are ftiring.up one ano~
ther to evil, and it might inake, us 11 afhamed o
think that ﬁnﬁcgs are mofe altive ip the way to de-
firucion 5 than faints are in the way to f{alvarion,
We can fcarce geinto any company without hearmg
talk of others faults 5 yet how rare is faithful reproot ¢
and why ? we are afrald of giving offence : tho’ when
‘the report comgs. mund to the per[ons ears, the of-
fence1s doublé. ;.- o o s Lo L T

How liule rPgard S pald to the dmne ru]-e, for
dealing with a faulty brother in Mat. 18 2 One way
by which many evade it is; that_the fault is fecrer,.
and therefore they. will not take thefe fteps ; yetthey -
can whifper it all.round the -church or neighbours .
hood.  Another is that many know it, and fo they
would be excufed from that method ; whereaq if the
cafe be not openly in the church, as that was of the -
inceftous man ac Corimth, 1 know no othér way 1
bring it in arwht, but by thef‘e fteps, and if any cale
be fo fecres that we.may not open it in-1hat way, it

ought to remain fecres : for the command 1s, Dedate
.tby caufe with thy nengbour bimfelf § and a’zﬁ:awr nos
a fecret to another ;' lealt be that heareth ity put thee-
t0 (bame, Prov. 25. 9,. 10,

Nothing is more common than tohear men’s fau!fs
-aﬂgravatcd in their abfence, bcyond what they aré in -
their prefence: and' as Mr. Morgan obferves « An
. evil report, be it true or falfe, fpreads much fas
« fter than a good one ; an evident token that mof}
‘“ men do not leve their neighbour as they do 1h.m-

« feves”. But whence comes this averfion, to giving -
and
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and receiving reproof ; furelynot from agood caufe :
for, rebuke a ‘ﬁ»fe many and bé wiil love tbee : and onén
vebuke is better than lecret love, ®Tisthe frorner 1hab:
loveth not one that reproveth bim, Prov. 15, 12. Sin
is our worft enemy, and if it has infnared us under
any difguife whacfoever, ’tis a great kindaefs ro have
the enemy difcovered and caft out, And if orhers
are miltaken in their reproof ; -yet it can be no inju~’
1y to have our deeds t15zd and made manifcft, that 1hey
gre wmugb: i Gad, - :
We ha Ve htciy been upon the borcﬂers of' 2 civil
war, for L182RTY : hanging and burning were nottco,
bad for the enemies of LigsrTy ! Ah! lictle do ma=
ny fee what they-are doing ; for after all this noile -
Whofoever commitieth fin is the Jervant. of fon, Joh. 8..
24. Such harbour the worlt enemies to diberty iritheit
own bofom=., Turkifb or Spanifh flaves are not to be
‘compared with thofe who are under the Jondage of
sorvaption.: Covetoufefs will make men rife early, feb:
ap date and eat the bread of carefulnefs 5 and if they
have grafped much together, their abundance will nos -
fuffer them to feep 2 it will drive them to chear, lye,
fteal,and kill,and has-brought mary to 4 halter,and ten
thoufands moreto hull. Pride moves men to manifold
- works of deceir, to advance felf; and cruth others;and -
when its views are croffed, it breaks out into warsand
fizh:ings with tongue, -pen, club, or fword, and {ills’
focieties,countries,or kingdoms,wiih coafufion,blood,
or delolation.  Luxury draws perfons in miny ways
to walte their eftate, healih and timie, vnder a norion
of pleafure, and often brings on 2 [precy, 1l ot i
bimsely death, and an aggmw:ed dim Bl

M Tox -
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Yet thofe who thus weary fhemfelves to commit 7
guity, ofcea treat fuch as enemies who would labour
" to'convince, themolfand tura them from this dreadtul
HAavery., Every company founds with cemplaints of
bardtismes ,—deb¥s,and want of means o pay them: wherea
as had we the means that have been confumed upor
thefe {ufts, among us in tea years pafty and could weé
afe them,and not abufe toem, we thould be as happy
56 any peoblé envearth: butia van do we look for
peace while we harbour fuch enemies 3 or for liberty,
while we yield our [elves to ferve fin, and are not in
earnelt toimproveall gofpel aieans to fearch our thefe
srwel foes. 1 {peak not thus becaufe am free of
blame therein .. No, rather, (as Col. Gardiner {aid)
becaule I'have been fo frandalonlly b:fooled by them,

2

We glory much in our liberty of confcience 5 yet how
licele is that underftood among us ¢ ¥ The true na-
ture of it is,” when we have delivered our fentiments

~and the grounds of thera 5* then to fay with Pau/, |
Fudge ye what 13y, But what is more common than
for us to go a {tep furthery and judge for others as
well as our felves, and if they de not concar with
our judgment,to treat them with contempt or abufe ?
Yea,and civil privileges, or juft dues are often witheld,
only becaufe uthers fentiments differ from ours. — AlL.
¢he difference between this and ancient perfecalion is,
that then the fyrant was upon the 1brone, but mow be
:« come-down to the footftool ; #bes he took away hife 5
- bug

# (Jood confcience men allow (they fay)
but muft be underftood,
To fay as they themfelves do fay 5 .
or elfe it can’t be good, &addard,
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but now he is reftrain’d from going fo far. Paul fays,

Fkatfoever. is repmwd is made manifef by ligh,
Other methods therefore than holding forth light, or
[peaking the yruth in love, have not a 0ood but ewl
tendeney. Since I have ventured thus tar, I wil} pro-
ceed a hittle farther, and obferve that as to chriftian
union, 7ebn loved the fainis in 102 tru1h 5 and we are
commanded fo love Ebe truth and peace.  Therefore
to purfue peace witv all men, as tar as we can confift-

ent with frasb, is an incumbent dury : but to wrong

the teuth for peace to wrong our own copfciences fo
P]::aif" mhcrs3 S an awful fort o of libesty

The prince of peace calls to arms again®t fin, and
ﬂ)f‘ﬁ. s no difcharge in 1his war, 2oy miore thanin that
which will comeby and by. No, the Prince deciares,
He that is not with me, is agains} me. ™ Surely then my
brethren, it 1s bigh time o ewake out of fecp, and cal
of the warks of darknefs,and put on the armsy of 1y bt oy
and no longer follow our blind inclinaricns, 03 ut}wrs
inticernients, becanfe we don’s kuow this or that to b
wrong 3 but purfue what we ds krow is rent 3 and
I'l'ld]{ff this our d&!l? CTy, § ?—Ibﬁi which ! "“‘3 sod 12010
1o AN If { bave done Zfifg’{tfy, T aill do ns Bio ¥e,
Does the muliitude of inward and outward foes caufe
thez to cry, Alas, what fhall we do ® the anlwer 15 yea-
Gy, Fear not 5 for they shat be with w, ave siove than

they that be wzlb thean | The Lord t i ds what the
controverfy is, and that all fhall know the 1 ne of 1t
{ays he, they bal kicw wheofe words fpall aidy Wi ;
or theirs. § e calls us to tyult and ofev nis wi ._’11
tho' rulers, {athers, mothers, wife or children fay
contrary 5 and the’ we looffs houfe, lands, oy e i
b s

2 Mat 12, 30 + Rom. 1311, 12, §  jubrd, 32
} 2Kin, 6,715, 16,  Jur. 4428,
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the cdufe : And he that will rurn from tmth for any
-or ail of thefe, CANN 01' be Chnﬂ S a’:fc:ple., |

Worldly wifdom fays, This is too mzch, and when
it comes to the trial, many ge away [orr owfuly not bee
ing able to endure fo great afight of ﬁﬁrﬁwn But
faith computes things quite in another hine, 1 remems
ber a ftory of a great commander, that when an ac-
count of his army.was brought to him, tn order 10
fhew that their number was not fo great as their ene.
mies, he fays, * Aod how many thoufands did you
reckon me for”, Unbelief leaves the captain :of oup
falvation out of the account : but faith views him as
¢sl in all, {o that if it lees, violence, iniquity, and gres-
vance, fo that the law 15 flackéd, and juigment dotk
not go farm, becaule ‘the wicked doro tompafs about
the righeous o yeu it {ees B1s glory-cover 4be beavens,
and the earth was full of uts praifes-. uE fogd and
meafsred 1he earih, nx bebeld and dravé afunder the
nation-y and [eattersthé mountains and bills. u1s wars
are everlafting,  Then let natures fupplies all fail,
yet tHe believer wxll joy in the God of bis jf!w!zaru

Hab. 1 24 & 3, 3, 6, 17, 18

Faith purs {zif out of the qucﬁlon, and cries,
Lord it s mt}tmg with thee 1o belp, whether wirh
snany, or-<with ihem that have no power : beip us O
Lard our +God 5. for we rest on thee, and in thy name
we go ¢gIinfl s muliitue : O Lord, thou art cur
God, l:t not man prevail agaii fl Tare.  In this may
ﬁod s peop:e osf of weaknefs wax valient in_ fight,

aﬂd

v Lub, 14 36, 27. ,

-
-“

il el e



P lt

- Grue Paigh will produce good works 4§
T A T ‘ ‘ * ' h ,f ' .:3_‘{ '

“gnd turs to flight a ¢h-ufand thoyfand ememies; 2
‘Chron.» 14. g, 11, Every believer has the facred
chree, the arciies of hicaven, and all the good men”
-upon earth on his fide ; and divine power and faithe
fulnefs have engaged to makeall the attempts both
of his carnal and fpirirual “foés’ rg work ftor his
good. ¥ While the unbelievers party confifts of the
prifoners of darknefs, and a multitude of worme who
are crufhed befare the moth, Jude 6, Job. 4. 19. It
is high time - therefare for us all to have done both
with lukewarmnefls and cowardice in this caufeg
and while many are extolling the courage of carnal

men, let us be valient for tbe trutoupon the airib,

Every

@ Rom 8. 23. 2 Cor. 4. 17.

t
- v

% ‘?er. 9 3

Hark yet again you carnal mes,
. and hear what I thall fay, ~
In your own diale&, and then

i il you no longer ftay.

l.,

2 You talk fometimes of valour much
and count thofe bravely man'd, -~

Who will not ftick to have a touch
with any in the land.

Tho’® you dare crack a cowards ¢rown,
, or quarrel for a Pin,
You dare not on the wicked frown,
nor fpeak againfi their fin.

Know then true courage there doth dwell,
" where men engage for God,
Againft the devil, death, and hell,

"~ and bear the wickeds rod,

Bunyan.
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Everyone- wants -to be bappy,  Well we have the
teitimoay of wuth itfelf, thar & It verknow thefe

“ things,, bappy 2:€ ye if ye po them. "% And the

 work, -of righgauloclyihall be peace! ‘and the
% effestoF righveoudnels, quictnefs and affurance fos
© ever,; AMENS oo AR
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 ERRAT 4 ﬂ
o TITLE-pagerﬁ prefixed. p. 11. margin r. Loretto,]. 6 fz,
. % bot.r Ladyslgrareaspral 2 frbotirthofe p13. |
- 9rvas fullyl vay plaimyp x4 20 v barden p 3y 111 by k
- come | 22 begins a Paragraph. p 251 5 fr bot, r appear p
- 271 12not ¢ Hep 331 8 1 confirmed p 34 1 2 tr, bot. I Ais;
p 38 margin 1 Dr, #atts p 40 18 frbot r. il p 43l 4 1
thefe ] € < remark p 451 18 v have | 26 r whom p o 1 22 f..
“amvisy gr 1 8notrgetp 5516 forther this) 18 rirpersp 56
} 2y rine Futhers p 58148 v Fews & Gentilesp 601 231 He -
Jays p 63 126 v @ Timme p 62 12 vDoffrine L g v purfust p 65
Y14 t themn v thofe p €7 1 11_are p 68 marg laft line for Coun-
Jel v Councilp 501 v0 for to diflinguifd v tq pointont 1 18 for
them v thofe p 7Y 17 yand that toa p 92 1 14 1 yemargl v if
Jop 77 warg laft ] f which r whom p 80 | 25 f charged 1 chans
gedp 841 34 rfrz#p 871 tor tve Lord will wet. |

N. B. This and all my other Books are SQiﬂ by
7. & Z. Rogersin Norwich, . <
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