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| AN
APPEATL
TO THE

PUBULTIC &

INTRODUCTION,

need of fuch an appeal, we would previ-
oufly offer a few thoughts concerning the
oeneral nature of liberty and government,
and then fhew wherein it appears to us, that our
religious rights are encroached upon in this land.

ENASMUCH as there afypears to us a real

It is fuppofed by multitudes, that in {ubmit-
ting to government we give up fome part of
our liberty, becaufe they imagine that there is
fomething in cheir nature incompatible with each
other. But the word of truth plainly thews,
that man firft loft his freedom by breaking over -

the rules of government 3 and that thofe who
- | now
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now {peak great fwelling words about Lberty,
while they defpife government, are themie lves fer-
vants of corruption. What a-dangerous error,
vea, what 2 root of all evil then muft it be, for
men to imagine that there 1s any thing in the
nature of true government that iaterferes wich
true and full liberty ! A grand cauie of this e-
vil 1s, 1gnorance of what we are, and where we
are 3 for did we view things in their true light,
it would appear to be as abfurd and dangerou
for us to alpire after any thing beyond our ca-
pacity, or outof the rule of our duty, as 1t would
1or the frog to {well till he burfts himfelt in try-
Ing to get as big as the ox, or for a beaft or
J.owl to dive into the fthes element till they

uiown themielves.  Godlinefs with contentment is
gieat gain ' But they that wi// take a contrary
courle fall into temptation, and a [nare, and into
sany foolifh and burtful lufls, which DROWN men
i1 deftryliion and perdition. 1 Tim. 6. 6, g.

The true liberty of man 1s, to know, obey and
enjoy his Creator, and to do all the good unto,
«nd enjoy all the happinels with and in his fel-
tow-creatures that he is capable of 5 in order to
vthich the law of love was written in his heart,
wiich carries In 1t’s pature union and benevo-
iznce to Being in general, and to each being in
narticular, according to 1t’s nature and excellen-
w;, and to 1t’s relation and connexion to and
-.1zh the {upreme Being, and ourfelves. Each
istional foul, as he 1s a part of the whole {yftem
i rzuenal beings, o 1t was and 1s, both his du-
L7 and his hbﬂrty to regard the good of the

wiale o all his actions. To love our felves, and
truly
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+rulv to feek our own welfare, is both our liber-
¢v and our indifpenfible duty ; but “the conceit
tnat man could advance either his honor or hap-
pinefs, by difobedience inftead of obedience, was
firft injected by the father of lies, and all fuch
conceits ever fince are as falfe as he 1s.

Sy

| Before man imagined that {ubmiffion to go-
vernment, and acting ftrictly by rule was con-
finement, and that breaking over thofe bounds
would enlarge his knowledge and happinefs,
how clear were his 1deas ! (even {fo asto give
proper names to evety creature) and how great
was his honor and pleafure ! But no fooner did
he tranfgrefs; than inftead of enjoying the bold-
nefs of innocency, and the liberties of paradife,
he fneaks away to hide himfelf ; and inftead of
clear and jult ideas, he adopted that mafter of all
abfurdities (which his children follow to this
day) of thinking to hide from Owmniciexcy,
and of trying to deceive HiM who knows every
thing ! Inftead of good and happinefs, he felt
evil, guilt and mifery 5 and in the room of con-
cord was wrangling; both againft his Creatorand
his fellow-creature, even o that fhe who was be- .
fore loved as his own flefh, he now accufes to the
great Judge. By which it appears, that the no-
tion of man’s gaiming any dignity or liberty by
refuling an intire fubmiffion to goveri.iment, was
fo delufive, that inftead of 1t’s advancing him to
be a5 Geds, it funk him down into a way of act-
ing hike the beafts and like the dewil | the beafts
are actuated by their fenfes and inclinations, and
the devil purfues his defigns by deceit and vio-

ience.  With malicious refletions upon God,
and
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and flattering pretences to man, he drew him
down to gratify his eyes and his tafte with for-
bidden fruit : and he had no fooner revolted

from the authority of heaven, than the beauty
and order of his family was broken 3 he turns
accufer againft the wife of his bofom, his firft
fon murders the next, and then lies te his Maker
to conceal it 5 and that lying murderer’s pofteri-
ty were the firft who broke over the. order of
marriage which God had inflituted ; and things

proceeded from bad to worfe, till all fleth had
corrupted his way, and the earth was filled with

violence, {o that they could no longer be borne
‘with, but by a juft vengeance were all {wept a-

way, only one family.

Yet all this did not remove the dreadful dif-
temper from man’s nature, for the great Ruler
of the univerfe direétly afeer the flood, gave this
as one reafon why he would not bring fuch ano-
taer while the earth remains, namely, For the
imagination of maw’s beart is evil from bis youtt 3§
fo that if he was to drown them as often as they
deferved ir, one deluge muft follow another con-
tinually. QObferve well where the diftemper
lies ; evil imaginations have ufurped the place
of reafon and a well informed judgment, and
hold them in fuch bondage, that inftead of be-
ing governed by thofe noble faculties, they are
put to thehorrid drugery of feeking out inventions,
for the gratification of flebly lufts, which war a-
gainft the foul; and to guard againft having
thefe worft of all enemies deteéted and {fubdued.

Enemies which are fo far from being God’s crea-
rures,

§ Gen, 4. 19, and 6. 13, 15. and 8. 21.
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cures, that ftri¢tly fpeaking, they have no being

at all in themfelves, only are the privation of his
creatures well-being ; therefore fin with it’s off-
fpring death, will, as to thofe who are faved, be
fwallowed up in vilory. Sin is an enemy both
¢0 God and man, which was begotten by fatan,
.nd wasconceived and broughtforth by man ; for
uft when itis conceived bringeth forth fin, and
fin when it is finifhed bringeth forth death. |

! Now how often have we been told, that he 1s

inot 2 freeman but a flave, whofe perfon and
looods are not ‘at his own butanothers difpofal ¢

{ And to have foreigners come and riot at our ex-
lpence and in the fruit of our labours, has of-
ten been reprefented to be worfe than death.
iAnd fhould the higher powers appear to deal
lwith temporal oppreflors according to their de-
ferts, it would feem ftrange indeed, if thofe whe
ihave fuffered intolerably by them, fhould employ
Loll their art and power to conceal them, and {o
o prevent their being brought to juftice ! Buc
thow is our world filled with fuch madnefs cen-
cerning {piritual tyrants ! How far have pride
fand infidelity, covetoufnefs and luxury, yea de-
fceit and cruelty, thofe foriegners which came
ffrom hell, carried their influence, and {pread their
tbaneful mifchiefs in our world ! Yet whois will- -
ling to own that he has been deceived and en-
ilaved by them ? Who is willing honeftly to
oring them forth to juftice !  All acknowledge
ithat thefe enemies are among us, 2nd many com-
plain aloud of the mifchiefs that they do ;. yet
feven thofe who lift their heads fo high as to laugh
- at

CII 7' 29' l Pct__l__al ll! Jam. il 14’15;
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at the atonement of Jefus, and the powerful influ. §
ences of theSpirit, and flight public & private de.
votion,are at the {fame time veryunwilling to own |
that they harbour pride,infidelity, or any other of §
thofe dreadful tyranis. And nothing but the |
divine law refered to above, brought home with § “*
convincing light and power, can make them tru. | ;
ly fenfible_ of the foul- flavery that they are 1n : |
and ’tis only the power of the gofpel that can|
{et them free from fin, {0 as to become the fer- §
vants of rightesufnefs = can deliver them from |
thefe enemies, fo as to ferve God in bolinefs all}
their days. And thofe . who do not thus know |
the truth, and have not been made free thereby, |
€§ yet have never been able in any country:tof
{ublift long without {ome fort of government ;|
neither could any of them ever make out to ef-]
tablith any proper government withour calling |
in the help of the De1ty However abfurd their |
notions have been, yet they have found human |
ficht and power to be fo fhort and weak, and a- |
ble to do fo little toward watching over the con- |
du&, and guarding the rights of individuals,that
they have been forced to appeal to heaven by
oaths, and to invoke’ affiftance from thence to
avenge the caufe of the injured upon the guil-
ty. Hence it is fo far from being neceffary. for
any man to give up any part of his real liberty
in order to {ubmit to government, that all nati-
ons have found it neceﬁ“ary to fubmit to fome
government in order to cn_]oy any Liberty and
{ecurity at all,

We

T Rom, 6. 18, Luke 1. 74, 75. John 8. 32
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~ We are ot infen(ible that the general notion
of liberty,is for each one to at or condudt as he
pleafes 5 but that government obliges us to act
toward others by law and rule, which in the ima-
gination of many, interferes with fuch liberty ;
though when we come to the light of truth,
what can poffibly prevent it’s being the higheft
pleafure, for every rational perfon, to love God
with all his heart, and his neighbour as himfelf,
but corruption and delufion ? which, as was be-
fore noted, are foreigners and not originally be-
longing to men. Therefore the divine argu-
ment to prove, that thofe who promife liberty
while they -defpife government are fervants of
corruption is this 3 For of whom a4 Max . is ¢-
vercome, of the [ame is be brought in bondage.
2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. He 15 fo far from being free
to a&t the man, that he i1s a bond-flave to the
worft of tyrants. And not a little of this tyran- |
ny is carried on by fuch an abufe of language,
as to call it liberty, for men to yield themfelves
up, to be fo foolifb, difobedient and deceived, as
to ferve divers lufts and pleajures. Tit, 3. 3.

Having offered thefe few thoughts upon the
general nature of government and liberty, it is
needful to obferve, that God has appointed two
kinds of government in the world,which-are dif-
tint'in their nature, and ought never to be con-
founded together ; one of which is called civil, -
‘the other -ecclefiaftical government. And tho’
we (hall not attempt a full explanation of them,
yet fome effential pointé~ of difference between
them are neceffary to be mentioned, in order

truly to open our grievances, .
B  SECT,
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s ECTION I

Some effential points of difference between civ
71l and ecclefialtical government,

i. The forming of the conftitution, and ap.
pointment of the particular orders and offices of
civil government is left to human difcretion, and
our {ubnuffionthereto 1s required under the name
of their being, the ordinances of men tor the.
Lord’s fake. 1 Per. 2. 33, 14. Whereas in
ecclefaftical affairs we are moft {olemnly warned
not to be fubrell fo erdinances, after the doc-
tvines and commandments of men. Coli 2. 20, 22,
And ttis evicent that tie who 1s the only worthy
obj=Ct of worfhip, has always claimed it as his
fole prerogative, ro determine by exprefs laws,
what his worthip fhall be, who fhall miniﬁer in
it, and how they fnall be fupported. How ex-
prefs were his appointmients concerning thefe
things by Mofes 2 And fo wife and good a ruler
as ‘?olomun, was not intrufted with any legifla-
tive power upon cither of thefe articles, but had
the exalt dimenfions of the temple, the patters
and weight of every veffel, with the treafuries of
the dedicate things, and the courfes of the Prigffs
and Levites, all given to him in writing by the
Spirit, through the hand of his facher Dav1d
1 Chron. 28. 1 r—19. And {o ftrict were God’
faithful fervants about thefe matters, that Da-
niel who 1 a high office in the Perfian court,be-
haved {o well that his moft envious and crafty
foes, could find no occafion againft him, nor
fault in him concerning the kingdom, till they fel

npon the device of moving the king to make
' a



(11 )

3 decree about worfhip, that .fhould interfere
with Daniel’s obedience to his Gad ; yet when
that was done, he would not pay fo much re-
gard to 1t as to fhut his wiidows. Dan. 6. 4—
11, And when the Son of God, who is the
great Law-giver and King of his church, came
and blotred out the hand-writing of the typical
ordinances, and eftablifhed a better covenant, or
conftitution of his church, upon better promifes,
we are affured that he was faithful in all bis
boufe, and counted worthy of more glory thai
Mofes. What vacancy has he then left for fali-
able men to lepply, by maklng new laws to re-
gulate and fupport his worfhip ? efpecially if we
confider,

2. That as the putting any men into civil of-
fice 1s of men,ut the people of the world ; {o of-
ficers haye truly no more authority than thz 5io-
ple give them : And how came the peop.e otibe
world by any ecclefiaftical power 2 They arm
the magiftrate with the fwo:d, thar he may be
a minifter of God 20 them for good, and might
execute wrath upon evil doers 3 and for this
caule chey pay them tribute » upon which the.
apoitle proceeds to name thofe divine command-.
m:n's which are comprehended in love ta our
neichbour, and which work no 1/ 20 Bim. Sore-
ly the infpired w-iter had not forgotten the firlt
and great command of love to God § but as this
enaprer treats the moft fully of the natdre and
end of civil government of any one in the new-
teltament, does it not clearly ‘fhew that the

erimes which fall within the magiftrates jurif
dition to punifh, are only fuch as work 1l ta
| i 2H
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our neighbour ? Rom. 13. 1~10. While
church government refpefts our behaviour to-
ward God as well as man.

3. All alts of executive power in the civil
ftate, are to be performed in the name of the
king or ftate they belong to ; while all our re-
ligious acts are to be done 1n the zame of the
Lord Fefus ; and {o are to be performed beartily
as to the Lord, and not unto men. And it 1s but
lp fervice, and vain worfbip, \f our fear toward
bim is taught by the precepts of men. Col. 3. 17,
23. Ifa, 29, 13. Mat. 15. g. It 1s often plead-
ed, that magiftrates ought to do their duty 1n re-
liglous as well as civil affairs, That 1s readily
granted ; but what is cheir duty therein ¢ Surely
1t 1S to bow to the name of Fefus, and to {lerve
him with holy reverence ; and 1f they do the
contrary they may expect to perilh from the way.
Phil. 2. 10. Pla. 2. 10-=12. But where 1s
the officer that will dare to come in the name
of the Lord to demand, and forcibly to take, a
tax which was impofed by the civil ftate ! And
can any man in the light of truth, maintain his
charaéter as a minifter of Chrift, if he 1s not con-
tented with all thatChrift’s name and influence will
“procure for him, but will have recourfe to the
kings of the earth, to force money from the peos
ple to fupport them under the name of an- em-
baflador of the God of heaven! Does not fuch
conduct look more like the way of thofe who
made merckandize of flaves and fouls of men, than
it does like the fervants who were content to be

as their Mafter, who faid, He that heareth you
- heareth
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beareth me 5 ana be that defpifeth you defpifeth
me? Rev. 18.*9, 13. Luke 10. 3—16.

. In all avil governments fome are ap-:
pointed to judge for others, and have power to
compel others to fubmit to their judgment :
but our Lord has moft plainly forbidden us, ei-
ther to affume or fubmit to any {uch thing in
religion. Mat. 23. 1—g. Luke 22. 25—27.
He declares, that the caufe of his coming 1n-
to the world, waseto bear witnefs unto the truth ;
and {ays he, Every one that is of the truth heareth’
my veice. T'his is the nature of his Kingdom,
which he fays,Is #ot of this world : and gives that
as the reafon why his fervants fhould not fight,
or defend hm with the fword. John. 18. 36, 37.
And 1t appears to us that the true difference and
exatt limits between ecclefiaftical and civil
government is this, That the church is armed\
with light and truth, to pull down the ftrong
holds of 1mquity, and to gain fouls to Chrift, and
into his church, to be governed by his rules
therein ; and again to exclude fuch from their
communion, who will not be fo governed ; while
the (tate 1s armed with the fwsrd to guard the
peace, and the civil rights of all perfops and fo-
ciettes, and to puntth thofe who violate the
fame.  And where thefe two kinds of go-
vernment, and the weapons which belong - to
them, are well diftinguithed, and improved ac-
cording to the true pature and end. of their in-
fiutionythe effets are happy,and they do not at
all interfere with each other : but where they have
been confounded together, no tongue nor pen
can fully delcribe the mifchiefs that have enfued ;

of
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of which the Holy Ghoft gave early and plain
warningé. He gave notice to the church, that
the main of thole antichriftian confufions and
abominations, would be drawn by philofophy
and deceit, from the band-writing of ordinances
that Chrift has blosted ont. And to avoid the
fame, direCts the faintsto walk in Chnft Jefus
as they received him, rooted and built up in bim,
and ftablithed in the faith as they bave been
Zaught 3 view.ng (hat chey are complete in  bim,
wwhich is the HEAD over ALL PRINCIPALITY and
- power. Theretore he charges them not to be
beguiled into a voluntary bumiliry, by fuch flefs-
ly minds as do not hold this Head, but would
{ubje& them to ordinances after the dollrines
and commandments of men. Col. 2.

- Now ’tis well known that this glorious Head
made no ufe of {ecular force in the firit ficting
up of the gofpel church,when it might teem to be
pecularly neediul if ever ; and 1t 1s alfo very evi-
dent, that ever fince men came into the way of
. uling force in fuch affrirs, their main arguments
to {upport it have been drawn from the old Jew-
ith conftitution and ordinances, And what
work has it made about the head as well as mems-

bers of the church ¢

Firft they moved Conftantine, a fecular
prince, to d-aw his fword againft heretics ; but
as all earthly ftates are changeable,the fame {word
that Conftantine drew againit heretics, fulion
turned againft the orthodox. However, as the
high prieft’s fentence in the Jewith ftate, divided

matters hoth for prince and people, the fame de:
ceitful
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ceitful pilofophy that had gone fo far, never left
plotting till chey had fet up an ecclefiattical head
over kingdoms as well as churches, who with
Peter’s keys was to open and fhut,bind and loofe,
both in fpiritual and temporal affairs.  But after
many generations had groaned under this hell-
ith tyranny, a time came when England reneunc-.
ed that head, and fet up the King as their head
in ecclefiaftical as well as civil concernments
and though the free ufe of the fcriptures which-
was then introducéd, by a divine bleffing, pro-
duced a grest reformation, yet {till the bigh places
were not taken away, & the lord biftops made fuch
work in them, as drove our fathers from thence
into America, The firft colony that came to
this part of 1t carried the reformation f{o far, as
not to make ufe of the civil power to fave the
people to fupport religious minifters /for which
they have had many a lafh from the tongues
& pens of thofe who were fond ef that way) but
the fecond colony, who had not taken up the
crofs {o as to feparate from the national church
before they came away, now determined to pick
ont all chat they thought was of univerfal and
moral equity in Mofes’s laws, and fo 10 frame a.
chriftian common-wealth here. + And as the
Jews were ordered not to fet up any rulers over
them who were not their brethren; {o this colony
refolved to have no rulers nor voters for rulers,
but brethren in their churches. And as thie
Jews were required to infli&t corporal punifh-
ments, even unto death, upen non-conformers to
their worthip, this common-wealth did the like to

tuch as refufed to conform te their way ; and they
| ftrove

+ Maflachufetts hiftory, vol. 3. p. 161,
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frove very hard to have the church govern the
‘world, till they loft their charter ; fince which
they have yielded to have the world govern the
church, as we fhall proceed to fhew.

S E.C T T O N IL

A brief view of how civil and ecclefiaftical af.
fairs are blended together among us, to the de.
priving of many of God’s people of that liberty
of conicience which he has given them.

We are not infenfible than an open appear-
ance againft any part of the conduct of men in
power, is commonly attended with difficulty and
danger ; and could we have found any way
wherein with clearnefs we could have avoided the
prefent attempt, we would gladly have taken it.
But our bleffed Lord & only Redeemer,has com.
manded us, to fand faft in the liberty where.

with be bas made us free ; and things appea
{o to us at prefent that we cannot {ee how we

can fully obey this command, without refufing
auy ative compliance with fome laws about re.
ligious affairs that are laid upon us. And a
thofe who are interefted againft us, often accufe
us of complaining unreafonably, we are brought
under a neceffity of laying open particular facts
which otherwife we wouid gladly have conceal-
ed : and all muit be {fenfible that there 1s a vaft
- difference between expofing the faults, either o

individuals or communities, when the caufe of
truth and equity would f{uffer without it, and the
doing of it without any fuch occafion, We

view it to be our incumbeny duty, to render un-
| (¢
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o Ceefar the things that are his, but that it is of
2 much importance not to render unto him any
thing that belongs only to God, who 1s to be-o-
beyed rather than man. And as it.1s evident to.
us,that God always claimed it as his fole prero--
gative to determine by his own laws, what hig
worthip' fhall be, who fhall minifter in it, and
how they fhall be fupported ;5 fo. it is evident
that their prerogative has been, and ftill is, en-
croached upon 1o our land. For, |

1. Our legiflature claim a power-to compel
every town and. parifh within their jurifdiction, to
fet up and maintain a pedobaptift worfhip a-
mong them ;. although it 1s well known, that in-
fant baptifm is never exprefs’d in the Bible, only
is upheld by men’s reafonings, that are chiefly
drawn from Abraham’s covenant which the Holy
Ghoft calls, The covenant of circumncifion,. Alts
7. 8. And as circumcifion was one of the hand-
writing of ordinances which Chriit has dlozzed
out, where did any ftate ever get any right to
compel their fubjeéts to fet up a worthip upon
that covenant ¢ | S '

2. Our afcended Lerd gives gifis .unto men
in a fovereign way as'feems good unto him, and
he requires Ewery man, as-he bas received the .
vift, even [v to minifer the fame 3 and he re-
proved ‘his apoftles when they forbid one who
vas improving his gift, becaufe he followed not
them. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. Luk. 9. 29. But
the Maffachulfetts legiflature, while they claim a
power to compel each parifh to fettle a miniter,

tave alfo determined that he muft be one, who
| | C | | f1as
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kas cither an accademical degree, or a teftima-
nial in his favour from a majerity-ef the mini.
fters in the county where the parith lies.  Sg
that let Chrilt give a man ever fo great gifts,yer
Fereby thefe minifters derive a noble power from
the ftate,to torbid the improvement of the fame,
it he follows not their fchemes. €  And if the
apoftles afflumed toco much in this refpe@ to
themielves, even when their Lord was with
them,can 1t be any breach of charity to conclude
thac minifters are not out of danger of doing the
like now ? elpecally if we confider how intereft
operates in the affair 1 For, -

3. Though the Lord hath ordained that they
which preach the gofpel thall live of the gofpel ;
or by the free communications o them, which his

gofpel will produce. 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14.Gal. 6. 6.
7. Yet the minilters of our land have chofen

10 live éy the law 5 and as a reafon therefor, one
of their molt noted wrirers, inftead of producing
any truth of God, recites the tradition of a man,
who faid, ¢ Minifters of the gofpel would hawe
¢ a poor ume of 1t, if they muft rely on a fre
% contribution of the pegple for their mainten

““ ance.” And he fays, < The laws of the pro-
| | - vanct

E

¢ It has been the cuftom of minifter’s who are fettled 1t
this way, for thefe thirty vears paft, to apply the gainfayiy
of Cere to thofe who have diffented from them ; asf thej
were as certainly in the right way, as Mofes andAaron wer
And 16 minifters in the county of Wincham, in a publt

I#tter to their people in 1744, ftile theirs, ¢¢ The inftituted
¢« churches ;” and thofe who had withdrawn from them,
“ pninftituted worfhip ;” and then they go on to afi=rt
that Deut, 13, prove that the people, ¢ May not go'a*
““ ter it, any more than—after a falfe god.” p. 42. 43
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¢ yince havmg had the royal appr@batlon to r3-
« tify them, they are the king’s laws. By théfe
« Jaws it'1s enacted, that there fhall be a public
<« worfhip of God'in every p]antatlon . that the
c perfon elefted by the majority of the iphabi-
« tants 'to be fo, [hall be' Iooked upon as the mi-

« pifterof the pldcé’; that the falary for him,

«« which'they fhall agree upon;- fhall be levied
¢ by a rate upori-all the inhabitants. In confe-
« quence of this, the minifter #hus chofen by
« the pe::)pie, is' (not anly Chnift’s but alfo) in
« reality, the %zng s .rm?zzft‘er ; and the fulary raif-
« ed for him, israifed in the fzzng 5 nanes and 15
- the kmg s allowance unto hmn +

Now Who can: hear Chrift declare, that his
kingdom is, NOT ‘OF THIS. WORLD, and yet be-
lieve that this blending of church and ftate toge-
ther can be “pleafing to him ? For though theiz
laws call -them-“ orthodox minifters,” -yet the
grand telt of their orthodoxy,. is the major vote
of the peeple, be they {aints o {inners, believ-
ers or unbelievers. . This appears plam 1 the
foregoing quotation ;-and another of their learned
writers lately fays; ¢ Itis .the copgregation in
“ it's parocal cengregational capacity, that the
“ Jaw confidersy and this as fuch-does not enough:
“ partake of an ecclefiaftical nature to be fub-
“ et to eccleﬁa&ical jurifdiétion, I

| Hf*ncc thexr nnmﬂers and ‘hurc'hes muft be.

come lebje& to the court, and to the ma]onry
* of

'[' Dr CO ton M'lthers Raz‘m Dﬁrplmﬁ y Or f:attbful-- |
atcount of the difcipline profeffed and pradtifed in the cliuge

¢hes of New-England, 1726." p.'z0.
! Dr. Sules on the chriftian: union. p. 8%
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of the parifh in order to have their falary raifed
in the king’s name : But how are either of them
in the mean time {ubject to the authority of
Chrift in his church ? How can any man recon-
cile {fuch proceedings to the following commands
of our Malter which is in heaven ¢ Mat. 23. g,
10. What matter of grief and lamentation 1s i,
that men otherwife {o knowing and juftly ef.
teemed, thould by the traditions of men be carri-
ed into fuch a crooked way as this 1s ! for though
there is a fhew of equury in allowing every fo-
ciety to choofe it’s own minifter 3 yet let them
be ever {o unanimous for one who s of a dife-
rent mode from the court, their choice 1s not al.
lowed. Indeed as to doftrine minifters who
preach differently, yea directly contrary to each
other, about Chrift and his [alvation, yet are
{upported by thefe laws which at the fame time
limit the people to one circumftantial mode.

It is true the learned author juft now quoted
fays, ¢“If the molt of the inhabitants 1n 2 planta-
““ tion are epifcopahans,they v:i have 2 munifter
“ of their own perfualion; and wiz dijenters, in
“ the place, if there be any, muit pay tacir pro-
““ portion of the tax tor the fuppore of this Jopal
« miniffer.” § But then his next words {hew thar

they

§ According to this rule, whoever gets the upper hand
may tax the reit to their worfalp ; but when wili men léom

the madnels of {fuch condud: !

Sir Henry Vane, who was governar of the Mafchllufgtts
in 1635, but whom govrrnor Winthrep obiiged the next
scar to leave the colony, he ot a time when he had great
infiuence in the Brittlh parliament wrote to governor Win
throp thus : ¢ The cxcrcite and troubles which God 1s

¢« pleafcd



( 21 )

they did not intend ever to have fuch a cafe here;
for he fays, ¢ 1In-a few of the towns, a few ot
« the people, in hope of being releafed from
« the tax for the legal mlmt‘cer, fometimes pro-
““ fefs themlclves _eplfcopallans. -~ But when
“ they plead this for their exemption, their
« neighbours tell them, They know i dheir con-
« Jfeiciice they do not as they would be done  unto.
“ And if a governor go by his arbitrary power,
“ 1o fuperfede the execution of the law, and re-
« quire the juftices and conftables to leave the
“ epifcopalians out of the tax, they wonder
‘“ he 1s not aware, that he 1s all this whilé, for-
“ bidding that the. king fhould have his dues
“ paid unto him j ‘and forbidding the king’s
“ minifters t0 receive what the king has given

G him.”j:_

How effentially and how greatly does this con-
{ticution differ, and from the 1alticutions eftabl: h-
ed 1n God’s w01d bOth in their nature and 'ef-
felts 2

In

4

iy

pieafed to lay upon thefe kingdom’s and " tae m'hh]tfn.s
n tth, teaches us patience and forbearance one with 2~
ocher in {ome meafure, though there ve difference 1 our
opinions, which ma'{es me hope that, from the experi-
ence here; 1t m'w Wfo be derived to vowfﬂ]ve leait w hjle
“ the congregationdl way amongit vou 1s 1n freeden, and 1s
(¢ E?fém’ qc.wf;pafw:r it Ef."lf‘hﬁh lt S Oppugnirs NEVe- 1- E\m--
~ pate 1t and root it out, from 1ts OWN PRINCIPLES and
“ PRIACTICE.

“ Str, I am your affc€tionate fiend, and lervant i
" <« "Chrift, - - |

“ Tune 10. 1643. H., Vohe™
Mafiachuiets hiftroy, vol. 3. p. 127,

-

44

¢

ey

[
L

i

v

‘ -
t Rati D.f;f*z}ﬁf:';;lf‘, p. 20, 21,
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1. In their #aiure. Here you find that
every religious minifter in. that conftitution, ,is
called the king’s minifter, becaufe he 1s fertled
by diretion of the king’s laws, and the tax for
fuch a minifter’s 1Upporc IS raifed in the kmgs
name, and is called the king’s dues: whereas no
man in the Jewilh church. mght approach to
minifter at the holy altar, but fuch as were caflled
of God, as wasAaren : and the means of their fup.
port, were fuch things as God required his peo-
ple to offer and confecrate to Himy and when
they withheld the fame, he fays, ye have rolbed
ME, even 1his whole nation ; and 1t 1s reprefent.
ed as his peculiar work to reward obedience, and
to punith difobedience in {uch affairs. * It is
evident from facred record, that good men in
every ftation, ufed their influence by word and
example to i up their fellow fervants to do
their duty toward God in- thefe refpects; and
&oo:l rulers, 1n conjunction with church-officers,
toox care to have what was ofﬁ:red to him fecu.
red and diftribuzed according o God’s: com-
mandments. € But what is chere in all this thar
can give the leaft countenance to the late me
thod, of mens making faws to determine who
fhall be Chrift's minifters, and toraife money for
them in their ewn name ! Chrift{aid to the Jews,
I am come in my Father's name,’ 6iid yé. receive e
not y if another fhall come in bis own name, bim ye

wz'l[ recez'-—ve. fHow can ye éeizew, which recerut
honor

* Exod 23, 15, 16. Deut. 16, 16, 17. :md chap: 26.
Mal. 3. s—12. Hag, 1. 6—11, and 2. 17—19. Luk

12, 21:

G 1 Chron. 2y. 2 Chron. 31. Neaem. 13, 10—1j
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yonor ome of ancther, and feck net the howor that
cometh from oD onLY ! John 5. 43, 44

FEven a heathen monarch, when he was
moved to make adecree 1n favour of God’s mi-
nifter’s and worfhip at Jerufalem,it was to reftrain
their enemies from injuring or interrupting of
them, and to order that a portion of the king’s
goods thould be given unto the elders of the Fews
for the building of #he boufe of God, ard for the
burnt-offerings of the Ged of beaven. Eazra. 6.
6—og. Nothing appears ot his levying any
new tax for worfhip, only that he gave the artic-
les there {fpecified out of his ewn goods; yet
fome profefled chriftians have impofed new taxes
upon people on purpofe to compel them to {up-
port their way of worfhip, and have blended
it wizh other vates, and then called 1t all a civil
ax. DBut as the adt wfelf 1s deceitful fe ’us likes
ly that the worfhip fupported by {fuch means is

hypocnify.  For,

2. The effefls of the conftitution of our
country are fuch, that as it makes the majority
of the people the telt of orthodoxy,fo it embold-

ss them to ufurp God’s judgment {eat, and
(according to Dr. Mather’s own account, which
we have often feen verified) they danngly give
out their {entence, That for a few to profels a
perfualion different from the majority, 1t muft
be from bad motives ; and that, zbey know in
their confcience that they do not aét by the uni-
verfal law of equity, if they plead to be exempt-
ed from paying the wmoney which the majority
demand of them ! And though 1n our cHAR-
PR
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rER the king arantsto all proteftants egual i
berty of conjcience : yet for above thirty years af
fer 10 was lecewed the congregationalilts made
no laws 10 favour the confciences of any men,
in this affair of taxes, but their own fe&t . andr
1t is here called arbitrary power, and even a for.
bi-lding that the king thould have his dues, if
« governor fhewed {o much regard to the Char.
ter, a5 0 oppole their extorting money from
people of the King's denomination, for their
conzregational minifters. And perhaps the
learned author now referred to, never delivered
a plainer truth, than when he {aid, * The re.
*“ torming churches flying from Rome, carried
“ fome of them more, fome of them lefs, all -of
. tl rem {omething of Rome with them, efpeci-

ally in that fpmt of impofition and perfecution
t Wthh too much cleaved to them.”

Thele evils cleaved fo clofe to the firft fa.
thers of the Maflachufetts, as to move them to
imprifon, whip and banith men, only for deny-
ing infant baptim, and refufing to join in wor-
{hip that was f{upported by violent methods:
yet they were fo much blinded as to declare,
That there was this vaft difference between thefe
proceedings and the coercive meafures which
vere taken againft themielves in England, wviz.
“We campel men to ¢ God’s inftitutions 3 they
in Engiand compelled to ¢ mensinventions.”
Ard tne} afferted that the bapults were guilty
o * maniteflt conteftations againft the order and
“eovernment of our churches, eftablifhed (we
‘e Lnow_, by God’s law.” -+ Though they pro-

fefled

i haletts wittery, voll 10 po go, 4c6.
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fofled at the fame time that, ¢ It is not lawful
«« 1o cenfure any, no not for error in fundemen-
«« ta] points of dotrine or worthip, till the con-
« fcience of the offender, be firlt convinced (out
« of the word of God) of the dangerous error
« of his way, and then if he ftill perfift, it is
« not out of conicience, but againft bis confii-
«« ence (as the apoftle faith, Tit.3. 11.) andfohe
« is not perfecuted for caufe of confcience, b ¢
« punifhed for finning againlt bis confrience.” *
In reply to which Mr. Wilkams fays, ¢ The
« truth 1s, the carnal {word is commeonly the
« judge of the conviction or obftinacy of all
« fuppofed hereticks. Hence the faithful wit-
« pefles of Chrift, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer,
“ had not aword to fay in the difputatians atOx-
“ ford : Hence the non-conformifts were cried
“ out as obftinate men, abundantly convinced
«“ by the writings of Whitgift and others; and
“ {o in the conference before king James at
“ Hampton court, &c.”

}

But fays he, ¢ Every lawful mgaiftrate, whe-
“ ther fucceeding or eleCted,1s not only the mi-
“ nifter of God, but the minifter or fervant of
“ the people alfo (what people or nation foever
“ they be all the world over) and that mipifter
“ or magiftrate goes beyond bhis commiffion,
“ who intermeddles with that which cannot be

o D ‘“ orven

* Mr. John Cotton’s piece which he called, The bloody
ot qwafbed.  Printed 1647, p. 120, Mr. Roger Wil-
lams in his reply, obferves that Tit. 3. 11, and dther texts
which fpeal of church difcipline, are pervirted to {upport.
Lae-oppreflion and violence. p. 131.

t Williams's reply to Cottan, 1652, p. 192,
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¢ giyen him in the commiffion from the people.f
‘¢ ]f the ¢ivil magiftrate muft keep the church
¢ pure, then all the people of the cities, nations
“ and kinadoms of the werld muft do the fame
““ much more, for primarily and {undementally
“ theyarctheavilmagiftrate, Now the world faith
« John fieth in ;zc}ctdneﬁ, and confequently ac.
“ cording to 1Us difpofition endures not the
“ Jight of Chrift, nor his golden candleftick the
““ true church, nor eafily choofeth a true chnf
‘““ tan to be her officer or magiftrate. The
* practifing civil force upon the confciences of
“ men, 1s o far from preferving religion pure,
** that 1s a mignty bulwark or bamcado to keep
“ gut all troe xchmon, yea and all codly ma-
¢ oiftrates for eyer coming into the world.” |

How weighty are thefe arguments againft
confounding church and ftate together ¢ yet ths
auther’s appcaring againft fuch confufion, wa
the chief caule for which he was banithed out o
the Maffachufetts colony.  And though few i
any will now venture openly to juftify thofe pro
ceedinow and many will exclaim againft then
at a hugn rate; yet a falr examination may plaimly
fhew,that thofe fathers had more appearance ot
warrant tor doing as they did, than their chil
dren now have, for the altings which we com
plain of. For thofe fathers were per{uaded,
thet the judicial laws of Mofes which requir
Hraed to punith blafphemers, and apoftates to
dolatry with death, were of moral force, and
binding upon all princes and ftates ; § efpecial

i

i Fage g5. | Page 112,

i

¢ Sloody semet wathed, p. 53,
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, ly on fuch as thefe plantations were. € And how
much more countenance did this pive . for the
ufe of force to make men confori to what they
believed to be the nght way, than men can now
have for compelling any to fupport a way.which
at the fame time they are allowed to difient

from ? For the Jews allo were required to pull
down houfes, and to have perfons away out of «
their camps or cities, if the priclts pronounced
them unclean ; and they were not permicted ta
fet up any king over them who was not.a fio-
ther in their church. Did notthele things afford
arguments much more plaufible, for their at-
tempt to compel the world to fubmit tu the
church, than any can have for the modern way,
of trying to fubjet the church in her rehgious
affairs to rulers, and the major vote of inhabi-’
tants, a great part of whom are not brethren in
any church at ail ! Though the Rate. of lfrael
was obligud thus to inflict death or banifhment
upon non-coaformeis to their worfhip, yet we
have not teen able to and, that they were. ever
aliowed to ol any force to colle@ the pricfts or
prophets meintencnce. So far from it, that thefe
who inade any fuch attempts were fons of Jelie/,
ar i perlons that abberred judgment, a:d pervert-
¢. ALL EQUITY. I Sam. 2, 12-—1t6. Mic. 3.

5 9.

Many try to vindicate their way by that DY O-
mife, that kings fhall become nurling fathers,
and queens nurftng mothers to God’s peopie.
But as the charafer carries in 1Us very npagure,
2 impartial care and teiderncfs for all their child-

7N

¢ Maflachufetts hillorv. vol. 2. p. 161 N
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ven 5 we appeal to every confciénce, whether it
does not condemn the way of’ fetting up ong
party to the injury of anothér. Our Lord tells
us plainly, that féw find the natrow way, while
many ©0 in the broad way ; -yet the {cheme we
complain of, has -given the maiy fach” power G-
ver the few, that if the few are tully convinced
- that the teacher {et up by the many, i1s oné that
caufeth people to ¢rr, and is fo far from bring-
ing the pure gofpel doflrine, that they Thould .
break the divine command, and becomie paria-
kers of bis evil deeds 3 1f they did not ceafe #
bear him, or to receive him into their boufes as a
gofpel minifter ; I yet only for refufing’to put
1ato {uch a minilter’s mouth, the many are pre:
pared with fuch inftruments of war againft them,
as to feize their goods, or caft their bodies into
prifon, where they ‘may ftarve and-die, for all
what that conftitution ‘has provided for them
In ‘cafes of common debts the law has provided
feveral ways of relief, as it has not in the cafe be:
fore us'; " for here the affeflors plead, that ‘they
are aét’zged to tax-all dccording -to law, and-the
coile€tor has the fame plea for gathering of it,
and the minifter fays, 1 agreedmith the fomety
for fuch a fum, and it 1s nor‘ggj?’ #lidefs to re-
leale any. So that-we haye hi 'ﬁfances of fe:

rious chriftians, who muft ‘;f"ﬂiﬁ died in prifop
for minifters rates, if chrlﬁlan:ty

-Z";
‘and humanity

had not moved people to promde them - that re-
lief, which neither thofe minifters’ nor the law

that upholds them have don
-+ Another

f Prov. 19. 27. 2 jolm 10. 11.
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. ‘Ancther afpument which'thefé minifters of-
reri- mention;, is. the apoftohic direGtion - to us, td
pray. for all that are in -authorify, that we may
jead a quiet-and-peaceable life in all god/inefs and
bonefiy. But do they pray and act according.to
that direction ? One while they: cry up the great
advantages of having religion -eftablifhed by law;

and fome havecaufed near. a5 loud a clamour about
it -as the ¢raftfmen did at: Ephefus.; but when it
comes to be calmly reprefented, that, Religion

is a voluntary ebedience unto God, which theretore
forcecannot promote ; how foon do they fhift the
{cene, and tell us, that religious liberty s fully al-
lowed to.us, only the ftate have in their wildom

thought fit €b-tax -all the inhabicants, to fupport
an order of men for the good of ciwil fociety.
A little while agb it was for religion, and many
have declared, that without 1t we fhould {oon
have no religion left among us : but now tis to
maintain civility., Though by:the way, 1t “is
well known, that no men in the land, have done
more t6 promote uncivil treatment of dififenters

from themfelves, than fome of thele pretended

minifters of civility have done. In 1644 ‘the

court at Bofton paffed an alt to pumih men
with banifhment, if they oppofed infant. bap-
tifm, or departed from any of their congregati-
ons when 1t was going to be adminiftered.* And

after they had aéted upon this:law,- one:ofitheir
chief magiftrates obferved, that fuch methods
tended to make hypocrites. To which a2 noted
minifter replied, That if it did fo, yet fuch were
betrer than profane- perfons, becaule faid be,

“ Hypodrites give God part of his due, the out-
| - ¢ ward

* Mr. Clark’s narrativey p: 35. -~




¢ ward ‘man, but!the:prefane perfon givethGog
“ neither outward nor inward man.”4 By :whicj
1t {feems that in. that day,they were zealous ta have
the outward man if no more given.z0 God ; by
now that conduct is condemned as perfecution,
by their children, who profeis to allow- us ful
liberty of confcience, becaufe they do not hinde
our giving our inward man to' God, only .clain
a power to {eize our outward ‘man to get money
for themfelves. And though many of us hae
expended ten or twenty. times as - mmuch,. in fet.
ing up and {upporting that worfhip. which we be.
lieve to be right,as it would have celt us to have
conttnued in the fafhionable way, yet we are of.
ten accoledof being coveteous,for diffenting from
that way, and refufing te pay- more money - out
of our little incomes, to-uphold'men from whon
we receive no benefit, but rather abufe. - Hoy
“far 1s this from leading a peaceadle Fife, - either of
godlinefs or henefly ! - SR S
. !

SEC T10 N. IL

- A brief account of what the baptifts have
fuffered under this conftitution, and of thei
reafons for refufing any active compliance with
it. - e o

Many are ready to fay, the baptifts are ex|
empted from minifterial taxes, theréfore why
do they complain ? Anfwer, We would be
far from forgetting or undervaluing of ou
privileges : but are willing thankfully: to ac
knowledge, that our honored rulers do prored

e oul

+ Maflachufeits hiftory, vol. 3. P. 405,
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out :focieties,: fo -as. not::to, allow them -to be
mterrugted in;their worfhip-; and as the taking,
cognizance. of . matriage belongs to them, ‘we
wke it as a favour that thiey grant our minifters
power to admintfter i, {o. that ;we. may have
marriage folemnized -among ourfelves. Many
other liberties we alfo epjoy under, the govern-
merit-thac is fet over; us, for which we; deﬁrc to.
be thankful, both to;the Author; and to the in-
ftruments of -thema...; Yet if,our.opponents could
once;put-themlelves into our place, we.doubt not
but they would think it was: high time, ‘to feck
for more, full hberty than we have hitherto en-
joyed, a thort view of-but a, little part of what we
have met wuh,,m)mbe fuﬂicwqt to evifice thls :

" "f"f"‘ 1'1 l- .‘I- 1

Our charter, as before obferved gwes us. e-
qual religious liberty with other chriftians: yet
the- pedobaptifts being the greatelt -party, . they.
{oon made: a perpetual law lo: fupport their own
way, but did .nothing of that nature to exempt
our denomination fromit, for 36 years; and Tince
thar: time,, what they . have done in-that refpect
has. only. \been -by temporary adts, thlCh have
been fo often changed, that many times their
own officers -have hardly known what the law
Wasy that -was, in force ; and as an exact confor-
mity..to; the letter of thelr laws is much . mﬁ.’?ced
wpon-in thelr executwe courts, whlle thofe a&s |
have,never been enforced. with penalues upori
their, own..people,, they. have often broken them,
and we have had .but. litte chance to get them
punithed for fo doing. For in all thelr as till
theilaft, they have. 1mp0fed a pame upon us, that
ﬁfrfnﬁes e baptzﬁers, whlch we cannot under-

- ftandingly

b ro, " .
3
I“ LI

L
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ftandingly own. In.many alts thé words; ¢ be
longing thereto,”. werelinferted ' fo-ambigoufly,
as to leave it difputable, whether: a being:church
members, or only a belongingito the congregati;
on or worfhipping affembly were intended ; ang
in the café of Haverhill, ‘where" their: certificate
was otherways compleat,” and the cafe had beep
determined in the baptifts favor, ‘it thatiwhich
both patties had agreed fhiould be the final-trial;
yet anothér hearing ‘was obtained, 'in* which. the
want of them ambigueus wordsin’ the' certificate,
was made. the main plea by ‘which an-action: was
turned againdt us, of near three hundred dollars,
AM their latter a&s have réquired a lift or lifts
ot our focieties, to be:given in antwuaily by i
certain day, figned by three principal members,
and ‘the minifter if>there “be any.j-and: becaufe
- oné of our €hurches of above 56 membdrs (and

which 4s now a church’in good credit):-happened
one year to have fuch a difficulty- with their mr:
nifter, as prevénted the 'giving in of {aid hift,they
were taked to pedobdptift ¢ minifters-; “and. tho
fomeé-of the-fociety:were advifed-to-apply o their
conrity -court for-relief; ‘yet- inftead of-obtaining
any, the court took away 20 doMars more from
them. Another church gave intheir Lift by-the
dire€tion of a noted lawyer, - yet they were 4l
taxed to the pedobaptift worfhip, and ‘oné-of the
principal members of the baptilt church, -which
the law direfted to fign the hit, was {rathed ap-
on ; ‘and both -the inferiot and fuperior court
turned the café agdinft'him," becaufe He “was '8

party concerned. - s | RN
~ Here note, the inhabitants “of 'our mether
country ‘are not ote of a- party concerned;jn
R impoling
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Impofing taxes upon us. without our ‘confent,
fhan they have been in this land who have made
nd executed  lawsy to tax s to uphold tbeir
worfbip. 'This party infiuence has appeared in a .
much larger number -of inftances than we are.
billing - to trouble the, public.with at this time ;
[but -one inftance ‘more will fet our cafe-in fuch a
firiking light, that we muft afk for a very ferious
Lrtention to it 3 we mean thatof Afhfield, for-
merly calledHunts-town in the county of Hamp-
lhire. One of the conditions on which that
nlantation was - granted .by our legiflature, was
their fettling a learned orthodox minifter, and
uilding a meeting-houfe. Now in the year
1761,full two thirdsof the inhabitants called and
fettled a minifter, who they. beheved was taught
of God and gruly.orthodox. But not being of
the fame mode with the court(forthey were hap-
tifts) other:people were prompted on,before this
fociety could-get up a meeting-houfe, to fettle
another minifter, and to tax’the firft minifter
with -all - his people to fupport their way.
This burden the baptifts bore for a number of
years, till in 1768, they prefented a petition -to.
our general court for relief 3 who ordered thar
they thould ferve the town and proprietors of
Afhfield with a copy of the petition, that they
might thew caufe, if any they had, at the next
{effion of the court why it fhould not be granted,
and ‘that -a. turther colle@tion of takes from the
petitioners fhould be fufpended in the mean time.
Yet in the {fame feffion of the court, a' law was
made ‘which cut the baptifts in that place; off
fromany exemption.from minifterial taxes atall.
In confequence of which feveral hundred acres

E gf
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of their lands were fold at public aution;for b
a fmall part of their real value ; of which te
acres belorged to the bapuift minifter.  And'sf
terfive or [ix journies of above anhundred mile
to feck relief,'and - long waiting without- fuc
cefs, their meflenger was at Jaft plainly told
by a number of our teprefentanves, « That they
“ had a right to make that law, and to keep.th
““ baptifts “under it as- long -as they faw fit
Hercupon notice was given 1n fome Bofton pa

pers, of a defign among our churches of joining
to feek redrefs from another quarter,

Accordingly at an affociation or general meet.
ing of our churches at'Bellingham, in Septem:
ber, 1770, thele things were “confidered, and it
was unanimoufly agrecd upon:to apply to-hisiVa.
jefty for help,if it could not {peedily be obtained
here 5 and a committee and agénts were choien
for that purpofe. When news hereof was {pread,
our committee were urged bV leading men both
in church and ftate, to app]y agatn to our gene-
ral court 3 which therefore they’ did 1n October
followmff In thé mean time a piece dated. fro
Cambnwe, where the court was then fitting
was pubh‘hcd in all the Bofton neéws-papers,
wherein 1t was reprefented that, ¢« All poffible
‘¢ care had been taken to prevent dur fuffering
¢ the Zmﬁ d;rfﬁdvantage from our religious.fen:

“ timents 3 and we were challenged to fhew;the
contrary if we could.- . o

Upori this the pious and learned Mr. Jobs
avis, who from Pennfylvania had not long

before been ordained- paftor of the fecond bap&
| o (i
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bt church in Bofton, and who was clerk of our-
RBommittee, called them together to confider of
& his matter. And though they were far from
$dcliring to enter into'a news-paper controverfy,'
Jvet they adviled him to make fowme reply to that -
§hallenge : He did fo ; and on Dee. 27, pub- .
¥lithed a brlef and pLun view of the cafe of Afh-
bicld - butinftead of any fair and mar#: y treat-

¥ment upon it, he in the Evening-Polt of Jan. 7,
81771, was not only infulted with the names of,
j« A lictle upftart gentlemman ; enthufiaftical bl""-
§ got ; and, this firipling hwh fliar ;” but . had
ralfo mﬁnuatcd that he was e mplovcd ““ by the
B« enemies of - America €0 defame and Llacken the
Fe colonies, and- this-town in. particular,”?  And
khey had the impudence to preread to the world,

kehat all this was wrote by a caT4oLIC BAPTIST.
And they inflamed the populace fo againlt Mr.

Davis, that his moft juiiicious fru:nda were d-
Ko of his being mobbed. But can it be in the
hower of others to dlacken any people fo much,
i85 by this treatment of a worthy ﬂramer (now
at reft) they haye blackened themfelves 1 Inftead
of honefily comz{g‘ to the light (which our Lord
ives as the criterion to know him that doth truth

Iobn 3.-21.) how do they hover in the works of

darknefs.

L

The firft article in our committec’s petition to
he legiflature, bemv for Athiield, they were or-
lered to notify the pm')rletors thereof @ They
iid {o 3 and in the {pring {eflion of the aﬂ\,mbly

they came with a long addrefs againft wus, in
which ‘they begin, with faymcr more Uenenalh or

he bapuﬁs in that part of the province, * The
“ proprietds
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“ proprietors conceive it to be a duty they ow
“ to God and their country, not to be dipenfe
“ with, to lay open the charatters, and reg
“ prings of aition of fome of thefe people’
Then they go on to fay, ¢ The rule the perit:
“ oners have fet up, andon which alone they]
“ feem to ground their claim of exemption, i
“ falfly applied, and therefore all arguments bot.
“ tomed on it muft be inconclufive. Natur|
““rights, € as the refnondents humbly conceiye,
“ are in this province wholly {uperceded 1n thi
“ cale by civil obligation, and in matters of taxa
‘¢ tion individuals cannotwith the leaft propriety
¢ plead them.” Having thus denied us ap
- A : . : \ :

claim from natural rights; they refume what they
call an indifpenfible duty, viz. an attempt to lay
before our honored legiflature the baptifts’ cha
ralter, and the fprings of their altions ; and afterf
a number of mean réflections without any proof
at all, they fum up the {prings of the attions d
moft of them to be *¢ Pride, vanity, prejudice,
¢ impurity and uncharitablenefs.™  Very dread
ful indeed 1f 1t could be proved ! but that 15 re-
ferred to a hereafrer, and they fay, ¢ At prefen
““ we fhall content ourfelves with affuring you
«« excellency and honors, that the foregoing ac
‘¢ count 1s not exaggerated.” , - From

§f Here note, the plea of our petition was™ for what W
are ¢¢ Inttled to as mea, as chriftians, and fubjedts of a fit
¢« government.~—Some of the laws of this province, w
¢¢ think deprive us of a c¢aarRTER privilege.” Thefe ar
what we grounded all our claims upon ; yet they infinuat
that our claim was in this affair to be, ¢ reflored to a ftat
¢ of nature >’ like thofe who are under no civil govem:
ment at ail. Notwithftanding we exprefly {peak ofor
being {ubjelts of a frec government, and pleaded charter

privileges. Remember what is faid ‘of tholz who Turn aﬂ
to their crocked aways [
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Fram this they proceed to obferve, - that as it
belongs to rulers to ¢ prote& and fupport all.
“ regular religious (ocieties of proteftants,” o
they fay, ¢ Whenever any religion or profeffion
b¢ wears. an 7. afpelt to 1he &czfe, it 13 hecome a
« proper object of attention to the: legiflarore.

« —And this is.the religion of the pcople whom
«“. we have been: .dt{cnbmg - How much does
this refemble the-language .ot him who faid, E
is not for. the king’s profiz to: fuffer thein: I* or theirs
who. cried, If thon let this wan ga, thot tzrt
ot Czfar’s friend 1+ - .

After thus leprefemmc that the religionof-the
baptifts that way; wears an ill afpet 10 the ﬁate,
they go on to {peak of -the conditiens: upon
which Afhheld was granted ; and then try
to prove that Mt “Ebedezet Smltb, paftor - of
the baptif’c church there, ““ 15 not a - minifter’ 1n
“ law,” becaufe he has neithér am acuadcmlcal
dcoree, nor a teftimonial 1n:His tamr from’ ‘the
majority of the minilters of ‘that county. © And
to give an idea-of che fmallnefs of his abxhty for
teachmcr they fay; < Taking occafien in one
 of his dlfcourfes upon that paflage of fcrip-
“ ture, in which mention is-made of thei thick
“ bofles of God’s buckler ; inftead of 535&!&?‘,-
“ he gave his hearets the word dutler. Being in-.
. terrorramd by . one. occalionally: . prefent. as to
““ his meanmg,he epramedhlmfelf {o as cléarly
“ thewed, he mieant to-connect the othef: part of
“ the fentcnce with the word butler, 1n’ the
“ commonly received fenfe: of the word,”-

The cleareft light we have gained in the mat-
ter is. this. After N’ [ Smlth had béen’: préach-
. L U .1 3G

. % Efter 2. 8. 1 Jc)hn 19. 12z,
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ing in a neighbouring  town fome years -ago, ;
~ munifter who was prefent:afked him what-a bat.
ler was ? he readily replied, Pharoab’s cup-bearer,
After a little more talk, faid minifter + afferted,
That Mr. Smich ufed the word butler inftead of
bucklerin his {ermon. - He did .not remembet
that he had ; butif he did.fo, how injurious is
the above reprefentation ? .isic not the evil which
‘we read of in Ifa. 29. 20, 21.:7 ‘Having . made
this refle€tion upon Mr. Smith, they fay,. . He
“ has none of the qualifications of a minifter. ac.
¢ cording to the laws of Chrift, or of this pro-
“ vince, unlefs chofe of fimplicity and orthodoxy.”
We wifh his accufers” were fo well qualified; 2

% '

Cor.. 1, 12, and 4, 2.. .

- In April, 1771, the addrefs we have made a
few remarks upon was referred to a committe of
both houfes of our general court,  who reported
that, ¢ Your committe find, that in the fale of
¢ thofe-lands there was no unfairnefs, but every
< thing was quite fair, quite neighbourly, and
‘ guite Jegai.”§ - And as to our plea-for exemp-

I 1on

_. +.T'he minifter who. thus treated Mr. Smith 1s nearly. re:
Jlated to 4. ruler who has had a principal hand in all “their
troubles at Afh&eld, and likely they were confederates in
forming this addrefs again® them. ~Aud it is generally be-
fieved that it was the fame minifter who publithed a -piece 2-
gaint the baptifts of Afhfield, in the-Bofton News-Letter of
Feb. 7, 1771  to which Mr. Smith-returned an Anfwer in
the fame papsr of March 21, following ; whercin, from
public records and other ways, he’detefted faid writer'in §
number of grofs violations of truth, SERCUN

§ Twenty acres of faid land with. a good orchdrd upen 1,
a'man bid offin April; 1770, for 35 fhillings? which 'he
fued for the next Augeft, and laid his damages at eight

S | _pounds §
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von from minifterial taxes they {fay, ¢ There.is:
« an effential differénce.; between: perfons being:
« taxed where they:are not . reprefented, - there-
« fore againft their:wills, and being taxed when
« reprefented.” .So they advifed the court to.
difmifs our petition:as unreafonable 5 and though
the honorable houfe.-of -reprefentatives did not:
acceps that advice, but voted to repeal the Afh-
field law ; yet the council refufed to concur with.
them therein ; fo that if his gracious Majefty in-
council had not- difannuled faid law for us, . our
brethren-of -Afhfield muft, for ought that ap-
peared to the conirary, have been entirely ftrip-
ped of the inheritances, which they had  purcha-
fed, and fubdued at the penl of their lives, be-
caufe of. the fword of the wildernefs.

It may be remembered that the .pedobaptift.
propriecors of Afhfield, reprefented that the bap-’
tifts there  were -.not. worthy of the prateszi-
on of our legiflature. The following narta-
tive may. help to explain-, what they meant
by'it. ‘The news of what our king had done
for them, arrived and was. publifhed in Botton
the latter end-of Octobery 1771,-at which their
oppreflors difcovered great -uneafinefs ; and on
the 8th of November.came two officers with nu-
merous attendants, to the houfe of Mr.- Smith,
father of the baprift minifter in Afhfield, (and
very much of a father to that fociety) with a
warrant- from the chief judge of that county, to
. {eize

poands ; but upon trial the court found that the -{ule was
Not legal, and therefore turned the cafe againit him. - With
vhat face then, faid Mr, Davis,-could the vriter of that re-
ort fay ashe does ! |
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feize his perfon, and to fearch his houfe and fhop
for bad money<: and it was faid they had a like
warrant for the minifter, ‘but he happened o be
then ablent on a journey. ~ His father was made
a prifoner before he was out of his bed in the
rhorhing, and though he promifed the ufe of hi
keys, and defited that:no lock might be broken,
vet while he was at prayer with his family, for
which he obtained leave ot eneofficer, the othet
broke ®pen his thop, and- did confiderable da.
mage thefe ; dnd dfter {eaiching both that: and
his houfe as much as they pleafed, they caried
Liitn -before the aforefaid judge and others ; wher
it plainly appeared-that the: complaint was en.
tered againft Mr. Smith from a‘repott, that he
had put off'a counterfeit dollar ; which repon
was then proved to be a falle one. Yet the old
- genfleman was not releafed, but'was kept 4 pri
{foner through a cold night, i circumitances that
greatly injured his health; ad néxt day wis bro't
on further examination, when even his ‘frequent!
retirerheat for fectet devotion, which ‘hié had
pradtifed for above forty years, was catched hold
of to raife a fufpicion of his being guilty : ‘and
he was bound over ‘with twe fureties to the -next
fuperior court’ in ‘that county. Hereupon the
following ‘men who had beén called as witneffe
againft him, gave him ‘theéir teftimony 1h writ.
ing, declaring that they were ready to make oatf|

toc%t',' in the following terms; viz, -
IR Afbfeld; Nov, 11, 1771
“ We the {ubfcribers, who have been fum-
“ moned to prove an indi¢tment againft Chileab
“ Smith, of his coining and putting off bad
¢ money, do teftify and fay, That we did not,
o . ' - “_".nﬁl‘,
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¥ nor cannot underftandingly atteft to one tittle
& of the indiétment, nor of any circumftance
i ending to prove the fame. And we never
B 2w nor heard any thing in him that gave the
& leaft ground to ml[’cruf’c that he lcept a fhop
B of fecrecy, or did any thing there that he was
i afraid thould be known ; and do beheve the
§ reports to the contrary are entirely falle. A
& neither did we in our judgments hear any
§¢ of the faid indictment n any meafure prov.d
?-i by any of the reft of the cvidences-; as w.t-

§ nefs our hands, - Ebenczer Sprogue,
" Nathanicl Harvey,

YFenathan Sprague,
Nathan Chapin,
Mofes Smith, ad.
Chileab Smith, jun.
. Nebensiah Sprague.”
d Alfo Leonard Pike, to whom the report was
dhat Mr. Smith had put off a bad dollar, gave
from under his hand that faid report had no truth
nic.  ‘Thefe are eight of the ten witneffes that
bere fummoned 3ga1n[’c Mr.Smith ; & tho’ much
pains-was taken to procure evidence againft him
it the fuperior court, yet he was enurely acquit-
ed ; and the iaw was open for him to come back
or damages, for a malicious profecution y but they
ad contrived to have the complaint againft him
ntered by a bankrupt, fo that no recompence
might be obrained by him. Are thcfc the good-
j fruits of having a particular mode of worfhip
ltablithed by law, and cheir mlm%ts [upported
oy force |
Though we are often accufed of complaining
athount reafon, yet no longer Ago th an the 26¢h

1D Gl

‘_'
L




( 42 )

of la{t Janyary, ‘three-men-of-good ecredit, b
longing to a rumerous and regtlar baptift fog
ty in Lhe]msiord were feized for minifter;
rates (nocwnhﬁandmﬂ th#y had given in g}
accovding to law) and though one of  them w
above four fcore years old, another very -infin
in body, while the third had no man at hon
able to take care of the our-donr affairs of j
numerous ‘family, yet they, in that-cold feafy
were all carried prifoners to Concord -goal.

Thele accounts we have received fromgooda
thority, and have taken great pains to have thy
ftated as exactly and truly as pofiible ; and if ay
can point out the lealt miftake in what has be
now related, we fhall be glad to correctit. At
fame time we are far from charging all the ev
we complain of, upon the whole congregation
denomination without diftinction 5 for werbelicr
there were many among them in various ftation
who are forely grieved at thefe oppreflions, W
are willing alfo to make all the allowance-th
15 realonable, for the influence of -old -cuftom
edecation aznd other prejudices, tn -thefe -wh
have injured their neighbours in-thefe affam
bui'is it not high time now -to awake, -andife
“tor a more thorough reformation ! We-ag
with the commlttee_of our-honored legiflature
faying, There is an eflential difference betwe
perlons being taxed where they are-reprefent
and being taxed where they are not fo; therefo
the whole ‘marter very much turns -upon t
point, viz. Whetherour i/ legiflature-ares
truth ourreprefentatives in religious aﬁ'atrs orno!

As God has always claimed it as his prerogati
|
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0 appoint who-ﬂmll be his. minifters, .-apd.how.
Rty (hall be. fupposted, {0 under the goipel, the.
@ coples communications to Chnft's mintiters and.
Bnembers, are called facrifices with which Ged 45 -
EH-PJMﬁ’d‘ Phil. 4. 18. H:b. 13, 16—18.
§/nd what government.on earth ‘ever :had, or-e-
Bver can have any power to make or ‘execute any.
®12ws to appoint and enforce facrifices ta God !

| In civil ftates the power of the whole coliec-
fiive body is vefted in a few hands, that they niay
#with better advantage defend. themfelves againft.
'njuries from.abroad, and correct abufes at home,.
&for which endia few have a right to judge for
khe whole fociety 5 but in religion each one has
gin cqual right to judge for himielf ; for we mult
1l appear before the judgment feat of Chrift,
Bthat cvery ome may receive the things done in bis.
R)ody, according to that be batd done (not what
any earthly reprefentative hath done for' him)
2 Cor. 5. 10. And we freely confels that we
ican find no more warrant from divine truth, for
fany people on earth to conftitute any men their
reprefentatives, to make laws,to 1mpofe religious
ftases, than they have to appoint Peter or the Vir-
join Mary to reprefent them before the throne a-
lbuve. We are therefore brought ro a ftop about
pving fo much regard to fuch laws, as to give
in annual certificates to. the other denomination,
2s we have formerly done.

1. Becaufe the very nature of fuch a prac-
ice implies an acknowledament, that the civil
power has a right to fet one religious fedt up a-
bove another, elfe why need we give certificates

&




( 44 ) .

to themn any more than they to us ? It is a tacjt
allowance that they have a right to make laws
about {uch things, which we believe in our con
{ciences they have not, For,

2. By the foregoing addrefs to our legiffa.
ture, and their commuttees report thereon, it is
cvident, that they claim a right to tax us from
iwil obligation, as being the repreientatives of
the people. But how came a civil community
by any ecclefiaftical power? how came the Kking.
doms of zhis world to have a right to govern m

Chrift’s kingdom which 1s not of this world !

3. That conftitution not only emboldens
people to  judge ihe liberty of other mens confu.
eirces, and has carried them fo far as to tell our
general aflembly, that they conceived it to be a
duty they owed fo God and their country,not to bc
difpenied with, to lay before them the fprings of

their neighbours actions 3 € but it,alfo requires
jomething of the fame nature from us.  “Ihen
Jaws require us annually to certify to them, what
our pelief 15 concerning the confcicnce of every
verfon that affembles with us, as the condition
of their being exempted from taxes o other’
‘x(}l‘fhlp And only becaufe our brethren in Bel

Linghans, eft that clavle about the confcience out
of their certificates laft year, a numuer of ther
fociety who live arpiendon were ldtﬂ']yta'{ed and
suficred the fpoiling of their goods to uphold pe-
dubaptdt worthip.

4. The
¢ Irow are men deluded to think they db Gad ferwie
when they violate kis word U 1 Cor. 4. 5. Would nd

e fame prinziple carry them ro Fi] Chiatt’s difcaples une
r:r* H" {‘ LS4 P Ur fonee E I{ U '6 Z.
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§ 4. The fcheme we oppofe evidently tends to
heitroy the purity and life of religion ; for the
nfplred apottle affures us, that the church is ¢f-
poufed as a chafte virgin to Chrift, and is obliged
bo be fubjelt to bim in every thing, as a.true wife
i< to her hufband. Now the moll chafte domel-
tic obedience, does not at all interfere wich any
lawful fubjection to civil authority ; but for a
woman to admit the higheft ruler in a nation
into her huiband’s place, would be adultery
ot whoredor 3 and how often are mens inven-
ions about worthip {o called 1n the facred ora-
cles ? § And does 1t not greatly concern us-all,
earneftly to fearch out and put away fuch evils,.
as wewould defire to e{cape the awful judgments

that fuch wickednefs has brought on other na.
tions ! Efpecially if we confider thac not only

the purity, but alfo the very life and being of
reho'lon among us 1s concerned therein ; for tis

evident that Chrift has given as piain laws to de-
termine what the duty of people is to his minif-
ters, as he has the duty of minifters to his peo-

pIC 3

§ Plaim 106. 39. We delight not 1n hard names, but
every vice ought to be called by it’s proper name ; and the
cufftom in this adulterous age of calling tholc, narural c}il-
n’ e:r,whichGod calls children of awhoredorz, has doubtlefs had

pﬂrmcums effeét upen many te embolden them to g0 on
n welr fiithy ways. ‘God chaiged his ancient church with
p/fz,zf? s nﬂ?‘foz‘ becaule the {ad, [ awzl] g¢ ﬂj*rr 2y lo-
Versy Foah gave me My bicad axd my cvater ,-—»—--u-f or /E';e did
mt kuewv that I cave HER corn, &c. Fofea 2. ¢, 3.
5v which it appears, that to fix our dependence upon any c-
iher befide the divine Beine, and o parfue any method be-
fid> his dire@ions, to obtan the neceffaries and comfors of
ieis whoredom « 2nd does not the chief fin of the msther -¢
ffirhrr lie 11 her ﬁz.mc- this dgp'“nﬂrn"e npon the 4ix 17y 6t t5e

ﬁ"ﬂ FoRev, 18, 31— 7.

'
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ple ; and moft certainly he is as able'to enforc
the one as the other. The common plea of oy
opponents is; that peopie will not do their duty
if rulers do not enforce it ; -but does not the.
whole book of Ged clearly fhew, that minifter
as often fail of doing their duty as the people
do ? And where is the care of rulers to punih
minifters for their unfaithfulnels ¢ They often
talk about equality in thefe affairs, but wher
does it appear | As Chnift 1s TaE #EAD oOf Al
principality and power 3 fothe not-bolding theHead,
from which all the body by joints ana bands having
NOURISHMENT MINISTRED,a#d KNIT TOG ETHER,
increafeth with the increafe or Gop, but bringing
in-an earthly power between Chrift and his peo-
ple, has been the :grand fource of anti-chriftian
abominations, and of fettling men down ‘'in- 4
Sorm of godline(s, while they deny the power there-
of. Has not this earthly fcheme -prevailed fo
far in our land, as to caufe many minifters, in-
cad of teking hecd to the minifiry received from
the Lord 3 and inftead of.-watcbing for fouls as
thofe who muft give an account, ® rather to alt a
if they were not accountable to any higher pow-
er, than that of the men who fupport them !—
and on the other hand, how do many péople be-
have as if they were more afraid of the collec-
tor’s warrant, and of an earthly prifon, than of
Him who fends his miniftets to preach his gol-
pel, and fays, He that receiveth whomjocver I fend,
veceiveth me 3 but declares, That 1t fhall be more
tolerable in the day of yudement for Sodom, than
for thofe who receive them not © 1 Yea, as
if they were more afraid of an earthly power
than

* Col, 4. 17. Heb, 13, 17. 4 Joh, 13, 22, Lak.10, 10-12
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than of our great King and Judge, who can  #4is
pight vequire the foul of him that layeth up
treafure for bimfelf, and 1s not rich towards God s
and will {fentence all either to heaven or hell, ac-
cording as they have treated Hiym well or il in
his minifters.and members. -

. The cuftom which they want us to coun-
tenance, is very hurtful to civil fociety : for by
the law of Chrift cwery man, 1s net only allowed,
but alfo required, to judge for himfelf, concern-
ing the circumftantials as well as .the eflentials,
of religion, and to a& according to the full per-
[uafion of ibis own-mind ; and ‘he contralls guilt to
his foul if he does the contrary, Rom. 14.15, 23.
What a temptation then does it lay for men to
contra& {uch guilt, when temporal advantages
are gnnexed -to-one -perfuafion, and difadvantages
laid upon another? i. e.:n plain terms, how
does it tend -to-hypocerify and lying ¢ than which,
what ¢an ‘be worfe .to humandociety ! :Not.only
{o, but.coercive meafures.aboutreligion alfo tend
to.provoke to-emulation, wrath and. centention,
and who can -defcribe-all the mifchiefs of -this’
nature, that!fuch meafures have produced:in our
land | But where each perfon, and each f{ociety,
are equally protefted from.being injured by o-
thers, all -enjoying equal -libesty, to attend and
fupport the worfhip-which they;believe is riglit,
having_no-mare ftriving for maftery or:{uperiori-
ty-than Zstle children (which we muft all.come
10, or not.enter into:the kingdoin .of heaven) how
happy are it’s_effeéts in civil fociety-? In the town
of Bofton they-enjoy fomething of thefe bleflings,

. and
+ Luk. 12. 20, 21. Mat. 25. 31, &c.
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and why may not the country have the fame }i.
berty ¢ The minifters who have had the chief

- hand in ftirring up rulers to treat us as they have
done, yet have fometimes been- forced to com.

mend the hiberty we plead for., When they want.
cd to get footing In the town of Providence, they
wrote to governor Jencks and other rulers there,

in the following words, viz.

£
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““ Hownorable gentlemen,

“ How pleafing to almighty God and ous
olorious Redeemer, and how conducible to the
the public fanquility and Jaftty, an hearty u-
nion and good affection of all pious proteftants
whatfoever particular denomination on ac.
count of fome differences in-opinien would be,
by the divine blefling, yourielves as well as
we, are not infenfible : and with what peace
and love focieties of different modes of
worfhip have generally entertained one ano-
ther in your government, we cannot think of
of it without admiration : and we {uppole un.
der God, ’tis owing to the choice liberty grant.
ed to proteftants of all perfwafions in the royal
charter gracioufly given you ; and to the wife
and prudent conduct of gentlemen that have
been improved as governors & jultices in your
colony.” And after more of this nature, they

clofe with faying, ¢ We hope and .pray, that an.
““ cient matters (that had acrimony unhappily i
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them) may be buried in oblivion ; and that
orace and peace and holinefs and glory may
dwell in every part of New-England ; and that
the {everal provinces and colonies in 1t, may

love one another with a pure heart fervently,
| 44 __\?Ve
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We take leave to fubfcribe ourfelves, your

friends and fervants,
Peter Thatcher,

Dated 0. 27. 1721. Yobn Danforth,
Sofeph Belcher,

<« Committee of the Aflociation.”

The town of Providence wrote them an anf-

wer the next February, in which they fay, ¢« We

take notice how you praife the love and pea.c
that diffenters of all ranks entertain one an -
ther with in this government.—We anfwer,this
happinefs principally confifts in their not allow-
ing focieties any fuperiority one over another ;

but each fociety fupport their own miniftry of
their own free will, and not by conftraint or
force upon any man’s perfon or eftate. But the

contrary that takes any man’s eftate by force to
maintain theirown'or any other miniftry,itferves
for nothing but to provoke to wrath, envy and
ftrife, and 2bis wifdom cometh not from above,
but is earthly, fenfual aad devilifo.—-And fince
you wrote this letter, the conftable of Attle-
borough has been taking away the eftates of
our dear friends, and pious diffenters to main-
tain their. minmifter ; the like hath been done
in the town of Mendon. Is this the way of
peace ¢ Is this the fruit of your love ¢ Why
do you hug the iniquity of Eli’s fons, and
walk in the fteps of the falie prophets, to fite
with the ceth,-and cry peace ; but no longer
than men put intd your mouths than you pre-

pare war againft them.—Since you admire ot
G “ love

1 The firlt of thefe was minifter in Boflen. the fecond

n Dorchefter, and the third in Dedham.
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§¢ lO‘.’CElﬂd P'jacgj we pray you {0 ufe the fame
<« methods,and write after our copy : and for the
«« future never let us hear of your pillaging confti.
« entious diffenters to maintain your minifters
«« You delire that a'l former injury done by yoy
< may be buried in oblivion.  We fay, far bei
“ from us to revenge ourfelves ; or to deal to
« you as you have dealt to us, but rather fay,
<“ Fatber forgive them, they know not what they
“ do. But it you mean that we fhould not
<« {peak of former ations, done hurtfully to any
““ man’s perfon, we fay, God never called for
“ that, nor fuffered it to be hid, as witnefs Cain,
¢ Joab and Judas, are kept on record .to deter
“ other men from doing the hike.)” |

Here the public may take notice, how def.
rous pedobaptifts minifters are to have edious
things on their fide buried out of fight, but
how contrary has their prattice ever been to-
ward us ! Even to this day they can hardly
preach a {fermon, or write a pamphlet for infant-
bapti{m, without having fomething to fay about
the mad men of Munfter, who they tell us re-
belled againft their civil rulers: Whereas n
truth we never had the leaft concern with them,
any more than our opponents have with thePope
or. Turk. Indeed tiey often affert, that thofe
mad men were the firft that ever renounced 1n-
fant-baptifm ; but there is proof enough from
their own hiftorians, that this ftory which they
have {o often told from their pulpits, is as abfo-

lute a falfhood as ever was uttered by man. And
though

i Theie extralts were carefully taken fxoni ajt ancicnt
piinted copy of thole letiers,
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though ‘ené learfied and pious prefident of Cam--‘
bndcre college, was brought to embrace our fen'-
¢iments, and to bear his teﬁlmony in the pulpit
there, ¢ acainft the adminiftration of baptifm
« to any infant whatfoever ;” for which he fuf-
fered confiderable abule with much of a chriftian
emper : § While his fucceflor, another ¢ very
« Jearned and godly man,” (who theretore mufk
have been well acqualmed with the original)
held that ¢ bapufm ought onLy to be by dip:
« ping or plunging the whole body under wa;
« ter : € yet thele and other honorable G}Ihll-
ples in our favor have been paffed over, and e-
very fcandalous thing that could be pick’d" up;
has been {pread, to prejudlcc people’s minds a-
cainft our profeflion in general. . And let 1t be
remembred, that when pedobaptift minifters want-
ed to be favored in Providence, they declared,
that they could not think of the peace and love
which {ocieties of different modes of worfhip
have gemerally entertained one another with in
that government without admiration ; and they
experienced fo much of this from the baptifts in
Providence, that when fome others made a dif-
ficulty abour admitting Mr. Jofiah Cotton {the
firltk minifter of the pedobdptlﬁs there) as an in-
habitant in the town, Col. Nicholas Powers (a
leading member of the baprift church) became
his bondfman to the town : theréforé we hope
that our honorable rulers and others, will be
cautious about giving credit to ftories of a coa-
trary

* § Mr. Henry Dunl’cer. ‘dee I‘Iltﬁ,ﬁt‘.l’ ..1fe p C7, 701 |

J

‘*'!" WER: Chtfﬁe""(.h'nrncy See .an :.rcCouptof P]}mf);z'h
Churm, added to Mr. Robbins’s @rdm{hou ermon, tr5a.
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trary nature, when they are told to procure or tg
juftify the ufe of force in fupporting miniiters;
efpecially fince minifters refufe to fhare in the
reproach of fuch proceedings. For a minifter
who has exerted himfelf very much of late, t
{fupport the caufe of thofe called fanding churches
yet fays, * It is wholly out of rule, and quite in-
¢ jurious, to charge the churches or their minifters
“ with {ending men to goal for rates,—for thef;
¢ proceedings are evidently the alts of the civi
‘“ ffate, done for it’s own utility. 'The doings
“ of the civil authority, and of that ALONE.” |
‘Where are the rulers that will ftand alone 1n that

practice, without either minifters or truth to
fupport them |

C ONCLUS SION

‘And now our dear countrymen, we befeech
you ferioufly to conlider of thefe things. The
great importance of a general union through this
country, in order to the prefervation of our I
berties, has often been pleaded for with proprie-
ty ; but how can {fuch a union be expected fo
long as that deareft of all rights, equal liberty of
conicience is not allowed ¢ Yea, how can any
reafonably expect that se who has the hearts of
kings in his hand, will turs the heart of ou
earthly fovereion to hear the pleas for liberty, of
thofe who will not hear the cries of thejr fellow-
fubjelts, under their oppreffions ? Has 1t bnot

een

I Mr. Jofeph Fifh’s late piece called, The Examiner ex
amined. p. §6, 59.——A reply thereto, in which that con-
ftitution is more diftinétly opened, may be had at Mr. Fra-
«en’s in Union-ftreet, Boffon.
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been plainly proved, that {o far as any man gra-
rifies his own inclinations, without regard to the
aniverfal law of equity, fo far he isin bondage?
{o that it is impoffible for any one to tyranize
over others, without thereby becoming a mifera-
ble lave himielf : a {lave to raging lufts, and a
flave to guilty fears of what will be the confe-
quence. We are told that the father of Cyrus,
tho’ a heathen, ¢ Had often taught him to con-
« fider, that the prudence of men is very fhort,
“ and their views very limited ; that they can-
“ not penetrate into futurity ; and that many
“ times what they think muft needs turn to their
“ advantage proves their ruin ; whereas the Gods
“ being eternal, know all things, future as well
“ as paft, and infpire thofe that love them to
“ undertake what is moft expedient for them;
“ which 13 a favor and-protettion they owe tono
“ man, and grant only to thofe that invoke and
“ confult them.” And we are told by the fame
author, + of another wife heathen, who faid,
““ °T1s obfervable, that thofe that fear the Deity
“ molt, are leaft afraid of man.” And (hall not
chriftians awake to a moft hearty revercnce of
Him who has faid, (and will ever make good
-his word) Hith what meafure yc micet, it fhall be
meafured to you again,

Suffer us alittle to expoftulate with our fathers
and brethren, who inhabit the land to which
our ancefters fled for religious .liberty. ~ You
have lately been accufed with being diforderly
and rebellious, by men in power, who profefs a

great

t Rollin n his ancient hiftory.
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great regard for order and the public good ; apg
why don’t you believe them, and reft eafy undy
their adminiftrations ¢ . You tell 'us you cap.
not, bécaufe you are taxed where.you are ng
reprefented ; and.is 1t not really {fo. with us?
You.do not deny the right of the Britith parlia.
ment to tmpole taxes within her-own realm ; on.
ly complain that fhe extends her taxing power
beyond her proper limits ; and have we not
good right to fay you do the fame thing © and f;
thai wheremn you judge others you condemn your
- felves ? Can three thoufand miles poflibly- fix
{uch limits to taxing power, as the difference be-
tween civil and facred matters has already done !
gne is only: a djftance of /pace,the other.is {o great
a difference in the #ature of things, as there is be-
tween facrifices 10 God, and the ordinances of men,
This we truft has been tully proved.

+

. If we atk why have you not been ealy and
thankful fince the parliament has taken off fo
many of the taxes that they had laid upon us!
you anfwer that they {till claima power to tax us,
when,.and as much as they pleafe ; and 1s not
that the very difficulty before us ? . In the year
1747, our legiflature paffed an” aft to ‘free
the baptifts in general from minifterial taxes {or
ten years : yet becaufe they increafed confider
ably, when that time was about half expired, they
broke in upon the liberty they had granted,” and
made a new- a&, wherein no baptift church nos
mjnifter was allowed to have any fuch exemption,
6ill they.had fir/# obtained cerrificates. from thres
neher churches. By which the late Mr. Jobn
%ro&er obferved (in a rewonftrance that he

: “‘ Dakda.. o dre“”
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drew, and which ‘was prefented to” our court).
that they had as far asin them lay, ¢ disfran-
« chifed, unchurched and wufurped an illegal
« power over all the religious focieties of the
« people in faid act called anabapifts through-
« out this province :=—For where is it poffible
« for the poor anabaptifs to find the fir# three
« authenticated minifters and churches to au-
« thenticate the firlt three ! So we have now
related a cafe, in which a number of our breth-
ren were put to new coft for copies to notify o-
thers, with hope of relief to themfelves, 4nd yet
in the “ume feffion of court, they had a worfé
burden laid upon them than before ; and their
repeated cries, and then the petition of ‘our unit-
ted churches, were all rejeted. - o

A very great greivance which our country
has juftly complained of is, that by fome late
proceedings a man’s houfe or lockscannot fecure
either his perfon or his property, from oppreflive
oficers.. . Pray then confider what our brethren
have {uffered at Afhfield.

Many think it hard to be frowned upon only for
pleading for their rights, and laying open patti-
cular alts of encroachment thereon ; but what
frowns have we met with for no other crime ?
and as the prefent conteft between Great-Britain
and America, 1s not fo much about the greatnefs
of the taxes already laid, as about a fubmiffion .to
their taxing power ; fo (though what we have al-
ready {uffered is far from being a trifle, yet) our
reatelt difiiculty at prefent concerns the fubmit-

tng



( 56 )

ting to a taxing power in ecclefiattical affairs, |
1s fuppofed by many that we are exempted frop
{uch taxes, but they are greatly miftaken, for 3|
knew that paper.is a money article, and writing
upon 1t is labour, and this tax we muft pay eve.
ry year, as a token of fubmiffion to their power,
or clfe they will lay a heavier tax upon us. And
we have one difficulty in fubmitting to this pow.
er, which our countrymen have not in the other
cafe : that is, our cafe affetts the confcience, as
their's does not : and equal liberty of confcience
is one effential article in our cHARTER, which
conftitutes this government, and defcribes the
extont of our rulers authority, and what are the
rights and liberties of the people. And in the
. onfeflion. of faith- which our rulers and their mi
nifters have publifhed to the world, they fay,
¢ God alone 1s Lord of the conicience, and hath
¢ left it free from the doftrines and command-
“ ments of men, which are, 1n any thing contra-
¢« ry to his word ; or #not contarned in ity fo that
¢ to believe fuch doftrines, or to obey fuch
“ commands, out of confcience, is to Jesray
¢ true liberty of cenfcience ; and the requiring
“ of an implicit faith, and an abfolute blind
¢ obedience, 15 to deftroy liberty of confcience
““ and reafon alfo.”

And a moft famous hiftorian of their’s, after
mentioning {fome former violations of that liber-
ty, fays, * The great noife that hath been made -
“ in the world about the perfecution made in
‘“ New-England, I will now ftop with only

“ tranfcribing the words uttered in the fermon
11} to
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« to the firft great and general affembly of the
« Maflachufetts-Bay, after the two colonies of
« Maffachufetts and Plymouth were by Royal
« Charter united. (from 2 Chron. 12. 12.)

« Things will go- well, when magiftrates are
« great promoters: of the thing that good is,
« and- what the Lord requireth of them. I do
¢ not mean that it would be well for the ¢/v./
« magiftrate, with czvi/ penalty to compel men
« to this or that way of worfbip, which they are
« confcientioyfly indifpofed unto, He is moft
« properly the officer of buman fociety, and achrif-
“ tian by non-conformity to this or that impofed
“ way of worfbip, does not break the terms on
« which he'is"to emoy the benefits of human fo-
« ciety., A man has a right unto his life, his
“ eftate, his liberty, and his family, although
“ he thould not come up unto thefe and thofe
«« blefled snfitutions of our Lord.—7Piolences
“ may bring the erroneous to be hypocrites,
“ but they will never bring them to be believ-
“ ers 3 no, they-naturally prejudice men’s minds:
“ againft the canfe, which 1s therein pretended
“ for, as being a weak,a wrong, an evil caufe.” *

Thefe things. were then delivered and were re-
cetved with the zbanks of the houfe of reprefenta-
tives,and ten years after were {pread by the hifto-
tian thro’ the nation, with' the exprefs defign of
lioping any further complaints about New-Eng-
land’s perfecutions. ‘But if the conftitutien of

this government, gives - the magiftrate no other
| | authority

¢ Magnalia, B, . p. 28, 2.
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authority than what belongs to crvsl fociety, we
defire to koow how he ever came to #mpofe any
particular way of wor/fbip, upon any town or pre.
cin whatfoever ¢ And if 2 man has a right ¢
his ¢ffate, his liberty and his family, notwithftand.
ing his non-conformity to the magiftrates way of
worfhip, by what authority has any man had hjs
goods ipoiled, his land fold, or his perfon im.
prifoned, and thereby deprived of the enjoyment
both of his liberty and his family, for no crime
at all againft the peace or welfare of the ftage,
‘but only becaufe he refufed to conform to, or to
{upport an #mpefed way of worthip, or an impojed
minifter. +

In a celebrated oration for liberty, publithed
laft fpring in Bofton, a maxim was recited which
carries 1Us own evidence with it, which is this,
NO MAN CAN GIVE THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S,
Yet have not our legiflature from time to time,
made aéts to.empower the major part of- the in-
habitants. in towns and precinéls, to give away
their neighbours eftates to what minifters they

pleafe !

+ Many pretend that without a tax to {fupport minifters,
the pubiic would fuffer for want of due encouragment of ufe-
ful learming. But buman learning is furely as needful for phy-
frcians and lawyers, as for fpiritual teachers ; and dare any
deny that the affairs of law and phyfick fall more direltly
uncer the notice of the ftate than divinity does ? why then
do our legiflature leave every man, and woman too, at liberty
to choofe their own lawyer and phyfician, and not. oblige
them either to employ or pay any other, though the majori-
ty may prefer them 2. Can any better reafon be rendered for
this difference in condué than this, viz. It has been found
to be an eafjer matter to 7mpo/e upon people about their fouls,

than about their bodies or sheir gemporal cftates !
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pleafe ! And can we {ubmit to fuch do&rines
:nd commandments of men, and not betray true
iberty of conicience ! Every perfon s or ought
ro be, benefited by civil government, and there.
fore they owe rulers honor and a tribute on that
account ; but the like cannot be truly f{aid of an
impofed minifter ; for as the gofpel miniftry is
an ordinance of God and not of man, fo the
obligation that any perfon or people are un-
der to obey and {upport any man as a minifter
of Chrift, arifes from the confideration of 'his ap-
pearing to them to refemble his Matter in dofrine
and converfation, and from the benefit which peo-
ple receive under their miniftrations. £ From
whence the law of equity makes the free com-
munications of our carnal things to Chrift’s mi-
nifters, to be a matter that as really concerns the
exercife of a good conicience toward God, as
prayer and praife do ; for they are both called
facrifices to him 1n the fame chapter. Heb. 13.
15, 16,

Thus we have laid before the public a brief
view of our fentiments concerning liberty of
confcience, and a little {ketch of our {ufferings on
that account. * If any can fhow us that we have
made any miftakes, either about principles or
falts, we would lie open to convi@ion : But we
hope none will violate the forecited article of
faith fo much, as to require us to yield a blind

obedience to them, or to expe& that fpoiling of
goods

t Heb. 12. 9, 17.. Phil. 4. 9, 10. 1 Cor. g. 11.
@al, 6. 6. 1 Tim. 5. 17, 18. ’
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goods or:-imprifonment can move us to betray the
caufe of true liberty.

A late writer in the Bofton papers, has takep
uch pains to prove, that fome other colonies

have impofed upon people in fuch affairs
worfe than New-England has ; -and -to prove it
he informs us, that an act for mlmﬂfers mainten-
ance, was pafled in New-York near-eighty years
ago, which {ucceeding rulers have turned to fup-
port a denomination that had very few reprefen-
tasives 'n court when the a& was made, while
the denomination who made 1t, have been deni-
ed any benefit from it, If {o, how loud 1s.the
call to every man that is a friend to liberty, and
who regards the good of poftetity, to rnife and-ex-
ert all his influence, to demolifh the engine which
has done {o much mifchief in all ages | We.are
far from trying to reprefent the fachers of New-
England as the wortt of the colonifts ; We be-
lleve the contrary. But our veneration for their
memory, 1s fo far from reconciling us to, that 1t
fills us w1th oreater deteftation of, that -myfiery
of iniquity, which carried chem into- fuch acts of
impofition and perfecution as have lefr a great
blemi(h upon their charalter. And f{ince thele
are tecdious things ta dwell upon, we fhall clofe
with this remark.

The Maflachufetts minifters, in their letter to
governor Jencks and other baptifts. in Provi-~
dence, {aid, We hc)pe and pray that ancient mat-
ters that bad acrimony unhappily In them may
be buried in obiivion, Now we are told that

acrimony
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rimony - fignifies . that quality in oné . body-
hereby it corrode_s,fcats up-or deftroys another.
[his cating defiroying.quality 15 truly unhappy :
wut how.can it-be buried before it is dead ? The
wrft of criminals.are tobe executed before they
reburied. Therefore let this.cruel man-eater be
Jirly executed,and weare ready to join heart.and
and to-bury ‘him, and not to.have a bone of him
eft.for contention in all the.land, If it ‘be fo
ard to our opponents to -hear-of thefe matters,
vhat has .1t -been to thofe who have felt their
ating and deftroying influence for thefe hund-
ed and forty years ? And how can:any perfon
lift up his head before God or man, and fay he
hopes to-have thefe things buried, if he at -the
fame time holds faft,and tries hard to keepialive |
he procuring caufe of them !

/

| The foregoing ‘appeal, having been examin-
ed and approved by many of his brethren, is
orefented to the public, by their humble fer-

vant,
~ ISAAC.BACKUS.

PO ST SCRTIPT

SINCE the above was written, I have receiv-
) ed diret-accounts, that at Montague (whofe
ciie 15 mentioned p. 32.) they.contirue from
lime to time, to make diftrefs upon the princi-
Ipal members of the baptift church there, whom
e law dire®s to fign thelr ceftificates, while

) they -
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they let the reft of the fociety alone. Alfo
William White a regular member of the bapj
church in Afhfield, who lives in Chefterfield, ap
has had his ftanding in faid church certified 4.
cording to law ; yet had a cow taken from hip
on Auguft 25, 1773, and fold the goth, for th
pedobaptift minifters rate; and that in both f
thefe places, the civil charges of the town, ay
the minifters falary are all blended in one tx
(contrary as I am informed to the law of ou
province) fo that our brethren who would readi
pay their civil tax, yet cannot do it, without pay.
ing the minifters alfo. Now the grand pretenc
that is made for the ufe of the fecular arm t
fupport minifters is, that thereby equality is ¢l
tablithed among the people ; but what religion,
equality or equity can there be in the abow
proceedings ! |

‘I‘
-+
--'u_.‘_ S

T HE E N D

ERRATA.

Page 9. line 12. read man.  P. 12.1 28. r. him. P
14. L. 30. r. Julian. L 32. r. decided. P. 35. L 17.%
force. P.17.Log.r this. P.2z1.l 19. dele and. ¢
26. L 1. dele the.’l. 14. r.itis. P, 31. L 19. 1. to. P
2.1 19. r.are.  P..44. 1. 28. the word Jately thould b
after and, P. 48. 1. 14. 1. of. 1, 20. dele of, I. 50
ls.r.youtous.  Lefs miftakes are left to the reader’
¢andor.
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