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P R E F A C L.

H E following difcourfe was occa-

fion=d by a fermon preached in
my church, fo contrary to the fentiments
of religion which I wifh to imprint and
am always inculcating on the minds of
my hearers, that I thought myfelf obliged
on the firft opportunity to give my tefti-
mony againft it. ‘The preacher is a per-
fon of known learning, and, as I am in-
formed, a principal leader among thofe
who are called methodifts. The parti-
cular tenets which gave this offence, and
the rath, unguarded terms in which they
were exprefled, I forbear to mention.
They are too well remembered by many

of
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of thofe who heard them: and it is pro-
bable that this difcourfe will fall into
the hands of few others. 1t is now pub-?
lifhed at the requeft of many, not with
a view to inflame the minds of angry and
contentious men, or to kindle an un-
chriftian foint of firife and Dbitternefs
again{t the teachers of thefe dotrines.
On the contrary, there i1s no one, as all
who know me will teftify, more for-
ward than 1 have ever been, to do juftice
to thelr good intentions ; to the piety and
other virtues of thofe who patronize
them ; and even to the exemplary zeal
in their parcchial duties of many of their
paftors: no one, as all who hear me
~will teftify, more careful to inculcate the
duties of candour and forbearance, and
the moft extenfive charity to thofe who
differ in opinion from us. But when
the firft principles of religion feem to be
deferted, and the firft duties of it fuper-

feded
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feded as fruitlefs and unneceflary ; when
the goodnefs and moral attributes of the
deity are indireCtly arraigned, and this
with an undoubting confidence, and an
air imperious and decifive, tending to
blind the minds and furprize the credulity
of the vulgar; to which I have moie
than once been an ear-witnefs in my own
church: it cannot be unbecoming me
to warn thofe with whom I am couacern-
ed, againft being deceived with vain
words, — againft haftily believing that
their own paftor is a fetter forth of falfe
dotrines, and preaches another gofpel
inftead of that of Chrift, when he teaches
them, as he always does, that rcligion is
defigned to enforce the prallice of piety
and all good works, and that the end of
all 1ty doérines and inditutions, as well
as of s precepts, is holinefs of life. With
this Invention | put this difucadfe 1nto
“hutr tands, which in many putts of it

has
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has no immediate reference to the fer-
mon that occafioned it, but to other doce
trines that are f{uppofed to ftand con-
nected in the fame fyftem with it; and
in which fome of the boldeft aflertions
there advanced are for the reafons above-
hinted,  over-looked. ‘The little time
that could be had for preparing it, will
excufe the want of accuracy and method
that will be obferved in it. As this
could not be redrefled without new mo-
delling the whole, it is here printed
with very little amendment, juft as 1t
was preached.



1 JOHN 1iv. 1.
B
Beloved, believe not every fpirit, but try the
fpirits avhetber they are of Godl.

T 1is remarkable, that from the firft

eftablithment of chriftianity, even in

the times of the apoftles themf{elves, it
(hould be thought neceflary to caution
men againft falfe teachers and feducing
{pirits, who corrupted the fincere miik of
‘the word, and led men aftray from the
ways of truth and godlinefs.

No fooner were the epiftles of St, Pau/
tran{cribed and read in the churches, than
over-curious and {peculative.men put their
own comments upon them, and made
them {peak dotrines contrary to the mind
of the apoftle and to true religion: iz which

B epifiies
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epif:des of our beloved Paul, {aith St. Peter *,
there are fome things bard to be underflood,
which they that are unlearned and unflable
wrell, as they do alfo the other [criptures,
unto their own deflruttion. 1t was probably
ilome hafty and erroneous conclufions
drawn from hence, which St. fames {ets
bimfelf to confute in his general epiitle:
in which he cautions his readers againft
entertaining too high an opinion of the
cfficacy or virtue of faith; as if it were
nceceflarily productive of obedience, or
could make any compenfation for the want
of obedience. My brethren, faith he +,
what doth it profit, if a man fay 1 have faith
and bave not works ¢ Can_faith fave him?2
Shew me thy faith without thy works, and
I wifl fhew thee my faith by my works.

Men have ever been fond of placing
thetr religion 1n opintons more than in
practice, of dividing into fets and parties,
faying I am of Paul, -1 am of Apollos, and
I of Cephas, employing their zeal about
matters of little moment and of doubtful
difputation, inftead of applying the great

* 2 Pet, 111, 16. + James ii. 14, 18.

f'
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and plain truths of the gofpel to the
amendment of their lives, and purification
of their hearts. Hence the kingdom of
Chrift is divided againtt itfelf. Ecripture
and authority are pleaded for contradic-
tory opinions, and where thefe are found
infufficient, the witnefs of the {pirit is
fometimes prefumptuoufly called in, and
immediate infpiration or illumination from
heaven indirectly, if not openly, challenged
to authorize doctrines that are a reproach
to reafon as well as chriftianity.

Our Lord therefore early forewarned his
followers to beware of falfe teachers and
pretended prophets who fhould come 1n
his name. And the apoftle in the text ad-
monifhes us not to believe every pretence
to revelation, or to a commiflion from
heaven, but to try the f{pirits whether
they are of God, and have a well-ground-

ed claim to his authority.

An excellent and plain rule for judging
of the truth and importance of religious
dotrines, as well as of the danger and
different degrees of malignity in error,

B 2 and
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and which is yet of more confequence
to us, of our own proficiency in religi-
ouas duties, I have lately laid before you
in the words of our blefled Saviour *, By
their jruits ye fhali know them.

here is yet another teft by which we
may try religious apinions, as extenfive
in 1ts ufe and as caty in the application,
which 1s, by comparing them with the
oreat leading principles of religion, fuch
as are univerfally acknowledged to be
e{lential and fundamental to it.

In religion, as in all other parts of
knowledge, there are fome firft allowed
truths, from which there lies no appeal,
which are eitner implied 1n the very idea
of religion, or are however every where ac-
konowledeoed and received for true ; which
want no argument to Inforce them, and
can {carce by any argument be made clearer
or plainer than they are. Such are thele
that follow; that God 1s the righteous
governor of the world ; that he loveth

rightecufnefs and hateth iniquity; that

* I"Iattl Viir 161

he
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he is a rewarder of them that diligcently
feek him, and that he will not let the
guilty go free— that man is endowed
with a faculty of underftanding to dif-
cern betwixt good and evil, and with a
will or power to chufe or refufe the evil
or the good—that he is the creature of
God, and accountable to him for the ufe
of thofe faculties or powers, and obliged
to exert them in a right manner towards
God and himfelf as well as his neigh-
bour: in a word, that he is obliged, as
he tenders the favour of his maker and
judge, to practice what is good and to
avoid what 1s evil.

Thefe are truths which fhine by their
own light, which are every where {up-
pofed, and often appezled to in the {crip-
tures, and without which no religion
that deferves to be called rational, can
be fuppofed to exift. Thefe principles,
whatever elfe we may doubt about, muft
remain undifputed. They cannot, with-
out fhaking the foundations of religion
itlelf, be brought in queftion. They are
indeed the very reafon and meaning of

all
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all religion, without which it would be
a vain and f{enfelefs thing. Thefe then
are 2 flandard or teft, by which we may
10 many cafes determine about religious
opinlons, and difcover the error and ma-
lignity of falfe do&rines. Truth is al-
ways uniform, and every truth confiftent
with every other. In other words, what-
ever contradifts a known truth muft be
falfe. Now the truths we have here
Jaid down are f{uch, as it requires no
learning or f{uperior knowledge to com-
vrehend; they are obvious to every ca-
pacity, and convincing to every under-
ftanding. Men may darken counfel by
words without knowledge, may obf{cure
the brightett truths by fophiftry and
words without meaning, but if we con-
front their reafonings with, or weigh
them in the balance againft thefe mo-
mentous and {elf-evident truths, their
vanity and emptinefs will readily appear.
They may find dificult texts of fcrip-
ture, which, when taken by themfclves,
may be made to found in faveur of the
{trangeft doftrines : but be aflured, that
the fenfe cof thefe, when taken in connec-

tion
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tion with the whole, will ever be found -
agreeahlc to the truths before us:; be-
caufe God cannot deny himfielf, nor his
word and his will be at variance with his
attributes, and with the plain dictates of
confcience, which 1s the voice of God
within us,

To the truth of thefe firft princigles,
I cannot doubt the aflent of every one
who hears me. To afiift you 1n the ap-
plication of them, or rather to fhew that
you can want no affiftance but the exer-
cife of your own reafon, I {hall point

out the ufe of them 1n fome particular
inftances.

Firt then, if we are told that the law
of God 1s fo pure and perfect, that we
cannot with our beft endeavours equal it
in practice, but muft in very many in-
ffances fall thort of it; and, at the fame
time, that nothing but univerfal and un-
remitted obedience will be accepted at
his hands ; that the leaft fins of the leaft
of his creatures are of infinite guilt in
his fight ; that no amends can be made

or
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or pardon obtained for any fins that are
paft, by repentance and a better obedience
for the future; that God has no mercy
but in confequence of the mediation and
interceflion of Chrift * ¢ this is plainly
reprefenting God as an hard tafk matfter,
reaping where he hath not {fown, and ga-
thering where he hath not firewed ; a3
requiring more from us than he hath given

us power to perform ; and is contrary to
all the principles we have laid down.

The law of God does not indeed al-
low of any difpenfation for fin of any
kind or degree. It would be a contra-
di¢tion in terms to {uppofe this. For
what-is {in but the tranfgreffion of the
law? and the law cannot certainly per-
mit the tran{greffion of itfelf. But the
righteoufnefs of God, as governor of the
world, implies that he is gracious and
merciful as well as juft : that his {fubje&s
are fufhiciently indulged and encouraged;

* Some of the leaft exceptionable paffages in the
{fermon which gave occafion to this, were the follow-

ing : Tlhere are no kittle fins. Do hawe little fins you

muft hawve a iittle God. God hath no mercy but through
Chriff the redcemer.

thaf
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that merciful allowances will be made .
for the unavoidable infirmities of our na-
ture ; and that even for greater crimes
upon our fincere repentance and amend-
ment we fhall be forgiven, and in fome
degree reftored to. favour. This is the
voice of reafon and equity. And it is
the voice of fcripture too. For what
(aith the old teftament? God will not be
extreme 16 mark awbat is done amifs, He
knoweth wbereof e are made, and remem-
bereth that we are but duft *. Let the wick-
ed jorfake bis way, and the wunrightecus
man bis thoughts : and let bim return unto
the Lord, and be will have mercy upon
bim 5 and unto our God, jfor be will abun-
dantly pardon -. And what faith the new ?
Repent and be converted, that your fins may
be blotted out L. If we confefs our fins;
God 1s faithful and jufl to forgive us our
Sins, and to cleanfe wus jfrom all unrighteou/-
nefs §.  This is clear and precife, and the
contrary tenets which admit no allevation
of fin in any cafe, or of pardon upon re-

* Plalm cxxx. 3. ciit. 14, F Ifa.lv. 7. 1 Aéls
m. 19. § 1 John i. g.

C pentarice,
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pentance, are plainly repugnant to {crip-
ture as well as reafon, and to that mercy
and goodnefs, which by both we are
taught to afcribe to the divine being.

It is certain that the pardon of fin,
tendered as 1t is by the gofpel to the
greateft finners upon their faith and re-
pentance, and including, as it always
does, not only a remiffion of the penalty
due to it, but all that latitude of grace
and favour which is implied in the chrif-
tian falvation, that is, a reftoring the pe-
nitent to the hopes of heaven and im-
mortality, 1s always reprefented in the
writings of the apofiles, as procured for
us by the merits of Chrift. But this whole
difpenfation, the redemption of the world
by Chrift, is itielf afcribed to the original
goodnefs and love of God to mankind, as
its moving caufe. The language of {fcrip-
ture is, God_fo loved the world, that be gave
his only begotten fon*. In this was ma-
nifefted the love of God towards us, that
Lie fout bis only begotten fon into the world +.

* John m1. 16. + 1 John iv, q.
H
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He wvas made ‘to us of God, wifdom, righ-
teoufnefs, fanélification, and redemption I.
The language of our blefled Lord is, that
he was fent, appointed of God, that be
came not to do bis own will, but the will
of bis fatber which fent bim. Who then .
fhall tell us, that God bath forgotten to be
gracious, and bath fbut up bis loving kind-

nefs in difpleafure ¢

Next, if we are taught that good works
are of no accountgand that our beft obe-
dience will avail u?nothing in the fight
of God ; this is contrary to all the prin-
ciples we have laid down, deftroys all the
notions we have of God’s moral govern-
ment of the world, and reduces religion,
as we tfhall prefently fee, to a f{yftem of
- myftery and f{peculation only, rather than
arule of life and condudt.

It is certain that our belt works can

give us no claim of right on the juftice

of God. We have already received more
at his hands than all our f{ervices can

I 1 Cor. 1. 30.

C 2 repay.
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repay. Our works and obedience have
no merit of this kind., But if God has any
mercy, grace, or favour for his creatures,
and 1t is {urely impious to doubt this, it
muft be obedience, a right condu&t, in
other words, righteoufnefs and holinefs
of life, which recommends us to his fa-
vour. 'The finner cannot be as the righ-
teous 1n his fight. The great end of
government 1s to fecure obedience in the
fubje&t, and the only title to favour 1n
the fubje&t muft be obedience to the go-
verning power. = We cannot {fo much as
{uppofe any covenant betwecen God and
man, but this muft be the condition on
the part of man. Accordingly we are
every where told, that God «will judge
cvcry man according to his works ¥ —that
they that bave done good [hall go into life
cternal, and they that bave done evil into
cverlafiing  punifbment .

Buot here another part of the f{yltem 1
mentioned comes in aid of this do&rine.
It will be faid that faith is the fubflitute
of good works, and the-only ftipulated

* Rom. u. 6. + Matt, xxv. 46.
COll=
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condition of acceptance with God, and that
we are exprefsly told by St. Pau/, that qwe
are juftified by faith witbout the deeds of
the Jazo *. This is one of the paflages of
{cripture, which as I have above {aid, are
frequently abufed to a fenfe quite foreign
to the truth. By faith is here plaicly
meant, embracing the gofpel, and the
juﬁiﬁcation mentioned, has no refpeét,
nor can with propriety be applied to the
prefent ftate of chriftians, but to thofe
only who had lately embraced the gofpel,
who had been converted from Jews and
Gentiles, and become Chriftians. Thefe
on their receiving the gofpel, or profef-
fing their faith in Chrift, were admit-
ted to a pardon for all their paft fins,
which 1s the thing meant by juftifica-
tion, and was fignificantly reprefented to
them by baptifm, which denoted the
wathing away of {in. They were admit-
ted to a new ftate of trial and proba-
tion by the grace and favour of God, not
for any works or merit of their own:
But were undoubtedly expected from that
time, and are every where in f{cripture

» Roml iii' ZSI

called
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called upon, to lead holy and chriltian
lives, and to be fruitful in every good

word and work, without which they

could never hope to be finally pardoned,
juftified, or faved.

Obedience to God muft, as I faid, be
the condition upon which his promifes
are fufpended. This obedience in its
principle, as it refides in the hidden man
of the heart. which i1s what will be
judged by God the fearcher of hearts, and
to which we muft look for the real cha-
racter of the man ; obedience, I fay, in
its principle, 1s a total refignation of the
man, of his will and affeGions to the will
and law of God. Initseffefts it includes
both faith and good works: leading us to
rely with abfolute fecurity on God’s truth
and faithfulne{s—to believe that what he
hath promifed he is able al{o to perform;
to {ubmit our underftanding to his truth,
how myfterious foever it may appear ; and
to commit our fouls unto him in well-
doing as unto a merciful creator ; expect-
ing his mercies declared in Chrift Jelus,
how unmerited foever, how incomprehen-

fible
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(ible foever, and wrapped up from our
knowledge 1n the darknefs of futurity,
And thus 1s the virtue of faith, in its
whole extent, included in obedience, and
derives all 1its value in the fight of God
from the principle I have mentioned.

But we are not yet got far enough in
this labyrinth of error. We fhall next
be told, that we are utterly incapable of
performing any good works; that the beft
works of the beft of men are ftained with
fin; that our nature i1s fo impaired and
corrupted by the fall of our firft parents,
that we have no power or will to refufe
the evil and chufe the good, much lefs to
produce any acceptable fruits of righte-
oufnefs ; that notwithftanding all the
warnings of confcience, and the calls of
God to repentance, notwithftanding all
his promifes, threatenings, and exhorta-
tions to a holy life, we cannot believe or
repent till we are over~ruled by the irrefi-
ftible grace of God working in us to will
and to do of his good pleafure.

But where now is the righteous go-
vernment of the world ? Is it poffible that
God
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God fhould exact from his creatures what
he hath made them unable to perform:?
That he fhould mock them by his pro-
mifes, and hold out rewards to their obe-
dience when they can never obey? And
let me alk, if we have not the power
of doing good, have we the power of
doing evil ? But this power cannot be
without the other. o be guilty of fin,
imnplies the power of not committing it.
To chufe the evil 1s to refufe the good.
Whatever we do from neceflity and not
from choice, cannot properly be called
our doing, and certainly can neither be
morally good nor evil, Is not this then
to charge God foolifhly, and to make
him the author of {in? Will not the
worflt of finners upon this principle have
a ready excufe at hand—1Iz 75 be that
tath made us, and not e ourfelves : Why
then doth be yet find fault, for awho hath
refified bis awill 2 But is 1t then true, that
our nature is thus totally corrupt, that
we have no principle of virtue, or good
tendency left within us? Is the love of
God and our neighbour unnatural to the
mind of man? Is 1t human nature to

be
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be inhuman, that 1s, unkind and cruel to
our neighbours? Is 1t a crime, as the a-
poftle fuppofes, to be withuut natural af-
fe&tion, and yet are all our nataral affe&i-
ons criminal ? Is it the common {entiment
of mankind to abhor that which is good ?
Are we not, on the contrary, made to
reverence virtue and piety wherever we
{fee them, and to deteft and ablior the
more flagrant characters of vice and im-
plety ¢ Is not this principle 1o fome de-
oree feen even in bad men? And docs
not every man’s confcience, wwhen it re-
proves him for fin, proclaim aloud in .
his ear that 1t was 1n his power to avoid
it? If this dodirine be true, there i1s an
end of all virtue and morality, of all rea-
{fon and religton at once.

The depravity of mankind, and their
natural pronenfity to evil, will be readily
acknowledged ; that we are drawn ofide
of our cwn Ilufls and enticed 5 that the f*'-f//)
lulleth aoainft the fpirit 5 and that there is a
laww tn our members warring againjt the li
of cur minds, and brincing us into capii-
vy fo the lacw of fin: "Uhele difiiculties

D God
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God hath thought neceflary, to exercife
our faith and prove our virtue. Buat the
{cripture aflures us, that we may walk
after the fpirit and not _fulfill the lufls of the
Fefb ; that in this cafe, fiz fhall not bhave
the dominaon over us; that if we refift the
Aevil be will flee from us ; that even with-
out the law, men might by nature do the
things contained in the law ; that under
the law many perfons wrought righteouf-
néfs *, and, as we may {uppofe, hike Ze-
charias and his wife Elizabeth, walked
in all the commpandments and ordinances of
the lord, blamelefs 4. 'The {criptures of the
old teftament were, as we are taught m
the new I, profitable for doirine, for re-
proof, for correion, for inftru&ion in
righteoufnefs, that the man of God might
be perfe@, thoroughly furnithed unto
all good works.” How much more then
1s the grace of the gofpel fufficient for
us? How much more 1s the faithful chnf-
tian able 7o do all things through Chrif
that firengtheneth bim § ¢ The {criptures
throughout apply to us, as men capable of
* Heb. xi. 33. 4+ Luke 1. 6. 1 2 Tim, 1ii. 16.
§ Phil. 1v. 13.
| beration
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deliberation and choice. They {fometimes
exprefsly aflert this power, and always
fuppofe it as ftrongly as if it were expret-
fed. Behold, 1 fer before you this day
¢ bleffing, and a curfz. 1 bave fet before
thee life and good, death and evil. And
again, 1 call beaven and earth to witnefs
this day, that 1 bave fot before you life and
death, bleffing and curfing, therefore chufe
ife*. So that the fenfe of the whole
may be exprefied in the words of the fon
of Sirach : God made man from the begin-
ning, aind left bim in the bands of bis
counfel : 7f thou wilt, to keep the command-
ments, and to perforin v ooptable faithfulnefs.
He hath fet jfire and avater before thee,
Sretch forth thy band unto awhether thon

wilt, Before man is lite and death, and
woether bim liketh fhall be given bim .

- But the confequences of this ‘doflrine
are {o far from difcouraging the abet-
tors of 1t, that they have only led them
to extend their {yftem yet farther, itis

natural to aflz, if men are univerfally in-

* Deut. xi. 26, =xxx. 15, 19. + Eccluf. xv. 14,
15, 16.

D 2 capable
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capable of doing righteouinefs, and with.
cut rightecuf{nefs or bolinefs no man fhail
{ce the Lord, who then fhall be faved?
To this and the other difficulties mention-
ed, their anfwer 1s, that to thoie whom
God hath decreed to {fave, and whom he
‘Inath of his own mere will and pleafure,
‘not for zny good difpofitions of then
own, clected from the reft of mankind,
he will impart his grace, convincing them
of fin, and of the infinite guilt they lic
undcer 3 of thelr own inability to do any
thing that 15 cood 3 of thewr confequent
need of a redecmier, not only of nfinite
dignity to atone for their {ins, but wh
muil in his own perfon f{uffer the punifh-
-mient due {for them, ond in his own
peilon fulfill the law 1n their ftead ; tha
God will then infufe bis faving faith 1w
thelr hearts, from which time they have
the witnefs oi the fpirit within them, that
the rightcouninels of Churift is become thoy
ighteoufnefs; that they are not only jufli-
fied or pardoned, but faved, enrolled in
the number of God’s ele& ; from which
ftate of grace they cannot finally fall.

Here
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Here now is an ealy way to falvation, if
they can bring themfelves to believe i,
which indeed feems not fo eafy, for the
worlt of finners. It is indeed the worft
of finners, who by this account are neareft
to the grace of God, and moit likely to
be of the number of his ele&. If the
beft of men are not fenfible that they are
as bad as the worlt ; if inftead of thanking
God for the means of grace which they
enjoy, for the helps and advantages which
he hath vouchfafed them towards a holy
and godly lite, for the benefits of his word
and {acraments, for giving them all things
pertaining to life and godlinefs; if inftead
of endeavouring to grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of all that is good, they
are not convinced that all this grace hath
been beftowed upon them in vain; if
they are not convinced that all their en-
deavours thus affifted will be loft, and can
have no tendency to recommend them to
God’s favour ; if they cannot believe that
the guilt or righteoulnefs of one may be-
come the perfonal guilt or righteoufnefs
of another; however they may believe

the golpel and all the do&trines which they
think
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think delivered in it ; however fincere they
may be in their endeavours, and how-
ever earneft In their prayers that they
may underftand the {criptures aright;
however they may difclaim all merit in
them{elves, and reft the hopes of their ac-
ceptance on the merits of Chrift; they
are yet far from the kingdom of- God.

"Thus the mercies of God are arrogated
to themf{elves, by a few perfons who pre-
fume to deal out with an unfparing hand,
the judgments 6f heaven againft others;
and yet charge with pride and prefump-
tion the humble believer, whofe faith only
leads him to hope, with the poor publi-
can, that God will be merciful to him a
finner; and that his imperfet endeavours
to ferve him will be accepted, and his fail-
ures pardoned through the merits of Chrift.

Not content with robbing the righteous
of all his hopes, and turning the virtues
of the beft men into fin, th....y have ad-
ded yet this above all, to entail the guilt
of Adam’s fin upon all his pofterity ; thus

configning all without diftinCtion, young
and
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and old, infant and f{uckling, to the
punifhments of the next world, ¥or no
other crime but that of being born in this.
It could not be expected, that the fcrip-
tures fhould warn us againft a dotrine fo
unlikely ever to be thought of as this.
A thoufand volumes might have been writ-
ten by the apoftles, without their {fufpec-
ting that an opinion like this could be
cenceived by man. But happily, reafon
and juftice do not more ftrongly reclaim
againft thefe hard fayings than the f{crip-
tures themfelves 1 which uniformly teach
us, that God would bave all men to be
Saved * ;5 that Chrift died jfor all - ; that
God bath no pleafure in bim that dieth, but
rather that be f[hould return and fivel;
thai if be bath concluded all under fin, it
15 that be might bave mercy upon all§.
They no where fpeak of the imputed
righteoufnefs of Chrift, or fuppofe the guilt
of Adam’s fin to be imputed to his pofte-
rity ; which cannot be believed without
confounding ail our ideas of juftice and
€quity, of innccence and guilt. It is in-

*1 Tim, ii. 4. + 2 Cor. v. 15. 1 Ezek. xviii.

23, 32, § Rom. xi. 32.

deed



{ 32 )

deed once faid by St. Pau/, that as by te
difobedience of one, many were made finners,
Jo by the obedience of one fhall many be made
righteous *, which 1s almoft the only paf-
{fage of {cripture that gives countenance to
this doCrine, But the meaning of this,
as 1 have formerly explained to you at
large, is only that, as by the firft man’s
difobedience all men became mortal, were
involved in the fentence of death pro-
nounced upon Adam 3 fo by the obedience
of Chrift, the weight of this fentence is
removed, all are reftared to life again, and
to the hopes of a happy immortality. As 7»
Adam all die, foin Chrift fhall all be made
alive -« This 1s {ufficiently explained in
the verfes preceding. As by one man’s of-
Jence death reigned~ all are dead—judgment
came upon all men to condemnation; fo by
the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift can
upon all men to jufiification of fhfe f. And
happily, the cafe of imputed guilt 1s ex-
prefsly and largely ftated in one of the
prophets, and thus decided with a {evere
rebuke on thofe who charged the ways

* R()m. Ve 19- '1" X COI‘. XV, 22. I Rom- Ve 17:
13, 19.
of
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of God with being thus unequal. TZe
Soul that finneth it fhall die. The fon [fbalf
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither
Shall the fatber bear the iniquity of the fon :
the righteoufnefs of the righteous (hall be

upon bim, and the wickednefs of the wicked
fhall be upon bim *.

I would not be thought to be here cen-
{furing and condemning all who embrace or
propagate thefe doCtrines. Far be it from
me. We {ee many among them eminent
for their piety and virtue, and who we
doubt not will be faved for their works
fake ; whofe lives are indeed a reproach to
many of thofe who too freely deride their
opmnions. And it is perhaps owing much
to our own fault, that thefe opinions
have fo far prevailed among us.

‘The open negleét of piety and chnf-
tian worfhip, and of the public exercifes of
religion, among thofe whofe example car-
ries weight and autherity with i, hath
infeted, as is natural, the lower clafles
of men ; and hence they who moft want

* Hzek, xviil, 20~—~32,

> to
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to learn, deprive themfelves of the only
opportunities of learning ; a coniequence
of which 1s, that a general 1gnorance of
the furft principles of religion is attended
with a gencral profligacy of manners.
Jiffipation of mind and inattention to all
things ferious, and, of confequence, a
want of all religious principle, 1s the
prevailing charater of the age. And,
perhaps, difcouraged by thefe appearances,
and by the little fuccefs and the little coun-
tenance their labours meet with, they
whoic oftice 1t 1s to call men to repen-
tance, Inftead of increafing their efforts,
have been more flack and remifs in their
duty than they ought. 1In this ftate of
things, men of ferious minds, alarmed
vith the overflowings of ungodlinefs, may
with the beft intentions, have attempted
to awaken a {enfe of religion 1n the care-
lefs and mconfiderate 3 but for want of
judouine rightly about the true caufes of
this corruption, for want of a due know-
ledge of the {fciiptures, or of the proper
qualifications for interpreting them, from
converfing with books of myftical piety,
and the writings of thofe who had but

lately
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lately emerged from the darknefls of po-
pery, and were {till wandering 11 the

*

mazes of {chool divinity * and, who
were therefore in many inftances bad in-

terpreters oi the {criptures, they have
furely erred from the rignt way through

a zcal for God, but not according to
knowledge ; adopting opninlons long {ince
L 2 exploded,

* It can fcarce I think be denicd that the writings
of many of our firft reformers, and even the articles of
the church, 1in their moft obvious meaning, give too
much countenance-to fome of the doétrines here con-
troverted. Ticte have indecd been interpreted in a
diftercnt {enfe, by writers of the rfl suthotricy 1n the
church. 'This latitude of conitrution feems to have
been claimed and allowed from the beginning. It has
been defended by almoft all who have written profefledly
upon them ; and they have certainly for more than a
century paft, been gencrally interpreted, and that
openly and avowedly, and thercfore, 1 hope honeltly,
- with this latitude. But it 1s {tifl pain and grief to in=
- genuous minds to {ubfcribe to forms, which 1n their
firft appearance they cannot approve. I muft therefore
earneftly join with thofe who wifh to fee the minifters
of our church relieved from this burden ; from which,
though bound by the fame law, and formerly attached,
at leatt as firmly by prejudice to the rigid interpreta-
tion, the minifters of our diffenting churches have found
a way, and are, I am informed, very generally allowed
by their congregations, as well as by the magiftrate, to
exempt them{elves. That there have been, and may
fiall fubfift, many difficulties in the way of attempting

this
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exploded, and deforming religion with
do&trines highly injurious to the honour
of God, and f{ubverfive of all the prin-
ciples of morality.

The mifchiefs to be apprehended from
the prevalence of thefe opinions, are great
and obvious. They expofe religion to the
contempt of rational men, and to the
fcoffs of the profane and impious, who
will be glad to conclude that to be religi-

ous is to be vifionary, and that piety and
devotion but 1l accord with reafon and
ogood fenfe. By decrying the ufe and ne-
ceflity of good works, making the obedi-
ence of Chrift ftand for the obedience of
Chriftians, and placing religion in faith
and opinion, they relax the obligations of
duty, flatter the finner with falfe hopes
of pardon without reforming and amend-

this alteration in our national church ; every thinking
and candid perfon will allow. And thercfore, till this
can be done, it feems a duty in all to forbear com-
plainirg of their fuperiors, and to judge charitably
of thofe, who, in fubfcribing the fame forms, affume
a liberty of differing from them 1a the manner of in-
terpretation ; and for which licenfe they may now

furely plead the tacit confent and allowance both of
the church and flate, -

ine

b
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ing his life, put a mafk into the hands of
hypocrify, and open a door to licentioui-
nefs. By denying the power of choice
and freedom of will to men, they help
them to an excufe for the worft of crimes,
and make God, as I faid, the author of
fin. By afcribing all that 1s good in man,
to the over-ruling and irrefiftible power of
of God, they deftroy the poffibility of
virtue, the idea of a ftate of trial and pro-
bation, and of the juftice of God in di-
ftributing rewards and punifhments.

Let us then be content with the plain
practical way to happinefs and falvation,
which reafon and confcience, in concur-
rence with the law and the goipel, have
ever prefcribed ; which is, by fearing
God and keeping his commandments, by
conforming our lives to the rules and pre-
cepts of the gofpel, by being boly in all
manner of converfation and godlinefi; ufing
thankfully and religiouily all the means of
grace we enjoy, humbling ourfelves under
a {enfe of our unworthinefs, and of the
many failings and imperfeétions in our
belt fervices, imploring the grace of God’s

holy
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holy {pirit to affift and fan&ify our endea-
vours, and relying at laft on the merits of
Chrnift for acceptance, tbrough whom awe
bave recetved the atonement, and wait in

bope of eternal [ife.

In trying the fpirits or judging of doc-
trines, which pretend tc derive from hea-
ven, let us confult the fentiments of na-
ture and the firft di&ates of confcience,
which God hath written in our hearts, and
therefore cannot deceive us. In interpre-
ting {cripture, let us take thefe and the
light of reafon along with us, and allow
no conftru&ions of them that are not cen-
fonant to thefe, and to the firft ptinciples
of the oracles of God. Let us admit no
doftrine for divine, that is not confiftent
with the moral chara&er of God, and the
honour of all his attributes ; his goodnefs,
juftice, mercy, and truth.  Whatever doc-
trines coincide with thefe, and with the
plain precepts of the gofpel ; whateve
doltrines give weight to the eternal laws
of morality, to righteoufnefs, temperance,
and univerfal charity, lead us to love Goi
and goodnefs, and to do the will of ouf

father



( 39 )

father which 1s in heaven ; thcfe we may
admit for true: they fpeak the language,
and breathe the fpirit of the gofpel. On
the contrary, whatever doltrines difpenfe
with the prattice, or may be applied to
to evade the force of the gofpel precepts;
whatever doctrines loofen the obligations
of duty, {peak peace to the finner, or
flatter him in his fins; thefe cannot be of
God, or of Chrift, and are carefully to
be avoided as dangerous {nares to our
confciences. Let us ever interpret the
more difficult paflages of fcripture by
thofe that are clear and evident, remem-
bering that what is neceflary to all, muift
be level to the capacities of all. Let us
not wreft thefe into articles of faith, or
with this obfcure light in our hands, pre-
lume to enter into the counfels and decrees
of providence, and matters of {peculation
which are too high for us, Zhe fecret
ings belong unto the Lord our God :
but thofe things which are revealed, which
are laid open to every underftanding, thefe
e the things awhich belong unto us and
10 our children for ever, that we may do all

e
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the words of this law*. 'The myfleries
of religion, as far as they are revealed
to us in the gofpel, the do&rine of re-
demption, -and the great falvation wrought
for us by Jefus Chrift, are myfteries of
oodlinefs ; are defigned to raife our ideas
of the divine goodnefs and mercy, to ex-
cite our love and gratitude, and to engage
all the generous affe€tions of the heart in
his fervice; to give us a due fenfe of our
high calling in Chrift Jefus, of the dig-
nity and honours belonglng to our chriftian
profeﬁion, and of that eminence in piety
and virtué which they require from us.
Thefe therefore we fhould contemplate
with reverence, and give them their due
influence on our minds, till zbe love of
God rule in our bearts, and the Ilove of

Chrift conflrain us to all holy obedience,

and to abound in every good word and work.
When our faith is thus made perfe& in
holinefs, wlicu it has fpiritualized our
affeCtions, and raifed them from the
things on earth to things above, when
it has captivated every thought into obe-
dience, and made us ftedfaft and 1immov-

* Deut. xxix 29,

able
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able in the work of the Lord, we may
then hope to be accepted in the beloved,
and through his merits to be received as
good and faithful fervants into the joy of our
Lord. But till this good work is wrought
or begun in us, our faith is vain, we are
yet in our fins. Our faith in Chrift, in-
ftead of juftifying us, will aggravate our
guilt, and increafe our condemnation. In
a word, let us imitate the life before we
prefume to truft in the merits of Chrift,
and bear ever in our minds that caution
of the Apoftle: Little children, let no man
deceive you : be that doeth righteoufnefs is

righteous, even as be who fulfilled all righ-
Zeoufnefs is righteous ®.

* 1 John 1iii. 7.
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