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p R E F A c E. 

H E following difcourfe was occa
. fion ~d by a [ermon preached in 

my church, fo contrary to the fentiments 
of religion which I willi to imprint and 
am always inculcating on the minds of 

• 

my hearers~ that I thought myfelf obliged 
on the firft opportunity to give my tefii
mony againft it. The preacher is a per
fon of known learnings and, as I am in-

. formed, a principal leader among thofe 
who are called methodifis. The parti
cular tenets which gave this offence" and 
the ralh, unguarded terms in which they 
were expreffed, I forbear to mention. 
They are too well remembered by many 

of 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

vi PRE F ACE .. 

of thofe who heard them"; and it is pro
bable tha~ this difcourfe will fall into 

the hands of few others. It is now pub
li£hed at the requeft of many, not with 
a view to inflame the minds of angry and 
contentious men, or to kindle an un
chriftian fpirit of firife and bittcrnefs 
againft the teachers of thefe doctrines • 

• 

On the contrary, there is no one, as aU 

who know me will teftify, more for
ward than I have ever been, to do jufiice 

to their good inteJ?tions ; to the piety and 
other virtues of thofe who patronize 

them; and even to the exemplary zeal 
in their parochial duties of many of their 
pa{1ors: no one, as all who hear me 

-will teCtifv, more careful to inculcate the 
• 

duties of candour and forbearance, and 

the moft extenfive charity to thofe who 

differ in opinion from us. But when 

the firfi: prinCiples of religion {eem to be 

dcferted, and the firft duties of it fuper-
feded 

• 



PRE F ACE. •• 
Vl1 

feded as fruitlefs and unneceffary; when 

the goodnefs and moral attributes of the 

deity are indirectly arraigned, and this 

with an undoubting confidence, and an 
air imperious and decifive, tending to 

blind the minds and furprize the cred ulity 

of the vulgar ~ to which I have more 

than once been an ear-witnefs in mv OVVl) 
, -

church: it cannot be unbecoming me 

to warn thofe with whom I am concern

ed, againft being deceived with vain 

words, againft hafiily believing ,that 

their own pafior is a fetter forth of falfe 

doCtrines, and preaches another gofpel 

infiead of that of Chrift, when he teaches 

them, as he always does, that religion is 

defigned to enforce the praQice of piety 

and all good works, and that the end of 

all it~ doctrines and inllitlltions, as well 

as of its precepts, is holinefs of life. With 
this imention I put t1'.;$ di[.j;u.-fe into 
,. .. .. ;; h'! . f ~ :'.;;!t !;:l.nds. W K rl ln many p<.irt::; 8 it 

has 
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• 

has no immediate reference to the fer-
. man that occafioned it, but to other doc

trines that are fuppofed to frand con
nected in the fame fyftem with it; and 
in which fame of the boldeH: affertions 
there advanced are for the reafons above
hinted,· over-looked. The little time 
that could be had for preparing it, will 
excufe the want of accuracy and method 
that will be obferved in it. As this 
could not be redreffed without new mo-

• 

• 
delling' the whole, it is here printed 
with very little amendm~nt, juft a,s it 
was preached. 
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I JOHN iv. 1. 

Beloved, believe 120t ever), fpirit, but try the 
JPirits 'whether they are if God. 

T is remarkable, that from the firll: 
efiab1i{hment of chrifiianity, even in 
the times of the apofiles themfelves, it 

• 

!hould be thought necefTary to caution 
men againfl: fa)[e teachers and {educing 
ipirits, who corrupted the fincere miik of 

. the word, and led men aaray from the 
ways of truth and godlinefs. 

No [ooner were the epifiles of St. Pt7!t! 
tranfcribed and read in the churches, than 
over-curious and lpcculative men put their 
own comments upon them, and made 
them fpeak doctrines contrary to the mind 
of the apofile and to true reljgion: in 'Zf}mch 

B tpijjJ~s 

• 

, 
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• 

epij.'les of our bdoved Palll, faith St. Peter *, 
tbere are flme things hard to be underjlood~ 
u"hicb they that are unlearned and imflable 
'lor~/l, as they do a!fO the other flriptures, 
unto tbeir own dejlru8ion. It wa:; probably 
iome hafiv and erroneous conclufions -
drawn from hence, which St. James fets. 
himfelf to confllte in his general epime: 
in which he cautions his readers againft 
entertaining too high an opinion of. the 
efficacy or virtue of faith; as if it were 

• 

ncce:ff'arily produCtive of obedience" or 
could make any compenfation for the want 
of obedience. /I.!Jy brethren, faith he t, 
'what dotb it profit, 1f a man Jay 1 have faith 
and bave not works? Can faith fove him? 
She~v me tby faith without thy works, and 
1 'lvill jhC7J!J thte my faith h), my "works • 

• 

l\1en have ever been fond of placing 
their religion in opinions more than in 
praCtice, of dividing into feels and parties, 
faying I am of Paul,.! am of Apollos, and 
I of Cephas, employing their zeal about 
matters of little moment and of doubtful 
difpl1tatiol1, inuead of applying the great 

.. I) ~ ... 6 
Z ct. Ill. 1 • t James ii. 14, 18. 

.. 
• • 

and -
• 



( 1 I ) 

and plain truths of the gofpe1 to the 
amendment of their lives, and purification 
of their hearts. Hence the kingdom of 
Chril1: is divided againl1: itfelf. Scripture 
and authority are pleadcd for contradic
tory opinions, and where there are i()und 
infuiEcient., the witnefs of the fpirit is 
fometimes prefumptuou!1y called in~ aIHl 
immediate infpiration or illumination from 
heaven indirectly J if not openly, cl1.1l1enged 
to authorize doCtrines that are a reproach 
to reafon as well as chri!l:ianity. 

Our Lord therefore early forewarned his 
followers to beware of falfe teachers and 
pretended prophets who {hould come in 
his namc. And the apofile in the text ad
monilhes us not to believe every pretence 
to revelation, or to a commiffion from 
heaven, but to try the ij)irits whether 
they are of God, and have a well-ground
ed claim to his authority. 

All excellent and plain rule for judging 
of the truth and importance of reI igious 
doctrines, as well as of the danger and 
different degrees of malignity ill error, 

B 2 and 
• 
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~nd which. is yet of more confequence. 
to us, of 'our own proficiency in religi
Ous duties, 1 have lately laid before you 
in th:.: wards of our bleffed Saviour *, l~y. 

tocir ,fruits y~ Jball k.now them. 

There is yet another teO: by which we 
may try religioll" opinions, as extenfive 
in its ufe and as C1 ~y in the application, 
which is, by comp:uing them with the 
great leading principles of religion, [uch 
as are unive(Cllly acknowledged to be 
eU.;;ntlal and fundamental to it. 

In religion, as in all other parts of 
knowledge, there are fome fira allowed 
truths, from which there lies no appeal, 
which are either implied in the very idea 
of religion. or are however every where ac
knov .. ·ltdged anel received for true; which 
\.,·ant no argument to inforce them, and 
can fcaree ~")y any ar~ument be made clearer 
or plainer than they are. Such are thefe 
that follow; that God is the righteous 
governor of the world; that he loveth 

; lighteoufnefs and hateth iniquity"; tb<:.t 

• ivlatt. vii. 16. 
he 

• • 
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11e is a rewarder of them that diligently 
feek him, and that he will not let the 
guilty go free· that man is endowed 
with a faculty of underfianding to dif
cern betwixt good and evil, and with a 
will or power to chufe or refufe the evil 
or the good that he is the creature of 
God, and accountable to him for the ufe 
of thofe faculties or powers, and obliged 
to exert them in a right manner towards 
God and himfelf as well as his neigh
bour: in a word, that he is obliged, as 
he tenders the favour of his maker and 
judge, to practice what is good and to 
avoid what is evil. 

Thefe are truths which fhine by their 
own light, which are eV,ery where fup-

o pofed, and often appealed to in the fcrip
ture~, and without which no religion 
that de[erves to be called rational, can 
be fuppofed to exifi. Thefe principles, 
whatever eIre we may doubt about, mufl: 
remain undifputed. They cannot, with
out fhaking the foundations of religion 
itfelf. be brought in quefiion. They are 
indeed the very reafon a~ld meaning of 

all 
• • 

o 

, 

o 
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• 

;,:nd \vhich is yet of more conrequence, 
to us, of ·our own proficiency in religi
ous duties, I have lately laid before you 
jn th\.! words of our bleffed Saviour *, I~y 
their .Ii"Uits )'~ Jball know them. 

There is yet anoth~r tell by which we 
m.!y try religioll" opinions, as extenfive 
in its ufe and as c:I ~y in the application, 
\vhich is, by comparing them with the 
great leading principles of religion, [uch 
as are unived;tlly acknowledged to b~ 

e1Tcntlal and fUl1llvamental to it. 

In religion, as in all other parts of 
know ledge, there are Come firf!: allowed 
truths, from which there lies no appeal:» 
""hich are either implied in the very idea 
of religil>l1, or are however every where ac
k nov.lu.lged and received for true; which 
want no argument to inforce them, and 
can [carce ~}y any argument be made clearer 
or phiner than they are. Such are thefe 
that follow; that God is the righteous 
governor of the world; that he loveth 

: lighteoufnefs and hateth iniquity"; th~t 

.. ..... .- 6 
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he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
feek him, and that he will not let the 
guilty go free. that man is endowed 
with a faculty of underfianding to dif
cern betwixt good and evil, and with a 
will or power to chufe or refufe the evil 
or the good that he is the creature of 
God, and accountable to him for the ufe 
of thofe faculties or powers, and obliged 
to exert them in a right manner towards 
God and himfelf as well a~ his neigh
bour: in a word, that he is obliged, as 
he tenders the favour of his maker and 
judge, to practice what is good and to 
avoid what is evil. 

Thefe are truths which i11ine by their 
own light, which are eV,ery where fup-

. pofed, and often appealed to in the fcrip
tures, and without which no religion 
that deferves to be called rational, can 
be fuppofed to exi!t. Thefe principles, 
whatever elfe we may doubt about, mu!l: 
remain undifputed. They cannot, with
out fhaking the foundations of religion 
itfelf, be brought in quefiion. They are 
indeed the very reafon and meaning of 

all 
, 

• 

• 

• 
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all religion, without which it would be 
a vain and fenfelefs thing. Thefe then 
are a flandard or teft, by which we may 
in many cafes determine about religious 
opinions, and difcoverthe error and ma
lignity of falfe doCtrines. Truth is al
ways uniform, and every truth confifl:ent 
with every.other. In other words, what
ever contradiCts a known truth mufl: be 
falfe. Now the truths we have here 
laid down are fnch, as it requires no 
learning or fuperior knowledge to com .. 
prehend; they are obvious to every ca
pacity, and convincing to every under
fianding. IVIen may darken counfel hy 
words without knowledge, may obfcure 
the brightdl truths hy fophifl:ry and 
words without meaning, but if we con
front their reafonings with, or weigh 
them in the balance againfl: thefe mo
mentous and felf-evident truths, their 
vanity and ernptinefs will readily appear. 
"rhey mny finel difficult texts of [crip
ture, which, when taken by themfdves~ 
may be made to found in favour of the 
firangefl: doCtrines: but be afTured, that 
the fenfe cf thefe, when taken in connec-

• tlOn 

• 
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tion v,:ith the whole, will ever be found . 
aureeahle to the truths before us; bc-

b 
clll[e GoJ CJl1llOt deny himfelf, nor his 
word and his will be at variance with his 
attributes, and with the plain diCtates of 
confcience, which is the voice of God 
within us. 

To the truth of thefe firfi: principle:;, 
I cannot doubt the a1Tent of everyone 
who hears me. To aiTifi: you in the ap
plication of them, or rather to thew that. 
you can want no affifiance but the exer
eire of your own fearon, I {ball poillt 
out the u[e of them in fome plrticular 
infl:ances. 

Firil: then, if we are told that the bw 
of God is fo pure and perfect, that we 
cannot with our bell: endeavours equal it 
in praCtice, but mua in very many in
fances fall thort of it; and, at the fame 
time, that nothing but univerfal and un
remitted obedience will be accepted at 
his hands; that the leaa fins of the lean: 
of his creatures are of infinite guilt ill 
his fight; that no amends can be made 

or 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

or pardon obtained for any fins that ate 
pa1t~ by repentance and a better obedience 
for the future; that God has no mercy 

, 

but in confequence of the mediation and 
in tcrceffion of Chrift"* ~ this is phiinly 
reprefenting God as an hard taik. mafter; 
reaping where he hath not [own, and ga ... 
, 

thering where he hath not" (hewed; as 
requiring more from us than he hath given 
us power to perform; and is contrary to 
all the principles we have laid down • 

• 

The law of God does not indeed al. 
low of any difpenfation for fin of any 
kind or degree. It would be a contra
diction in terms to fuppofe' this. For 
what·is fin but the tranfgreffion of the 
law? and the law cannot certainly per
mit the tranfgreflion of it fel f. But the 
righteoufnefs of God, as governor of the 
world, implies that he is gracious and 
merciful as well as ju!l: : that his' fubjeCts 
are fuffi~iently indulged and encouraged; 

~ Some of the leaft exceptionable paffages in the 
fermon which gave occafion to'this, were the follow
ing: There are no littlejins. To lza'lJe little fins YOlt 

muft ha'lJe a little Go~t'. God hath no mercy but through. 
Chrift the redeemer. 

, • • 

• 
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that merciful allowances will be made. 
for the unavoid;:tble infirmities of our na
ture ; and that even for greater crimes 
upon our fince're repentance and amend
ment we fllall be forgiven, ~nd in forne 
degree refiored to· favour. This is the 
voice of rea·fon and equity. And it is 
th~ voice offcripture too. For what 
faith the old tefiament? God will not be 
extreme to mark 'what is done amifi. He. 
knoweth whereif we are made, and remem
bereth thelt <[fIe are but dziji *. Let the wi('k~ 
cd flrjake his way, and the unrighteollS 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he . will have mercy uprm 
bim; and unto our God, fir he will abu7l-:-

, 

• 

dantly pardon t. And what faith the new? 
Repent and be converted, that yourjins may 
be blotted out t. if we COJifefl our fins; 
God is faitiji.t! and jz!!' to forgive tIS our 
fillS, a12d to c/c'tlJye us from all zmri"ghteozff-
ncfi §. This is clear and precife, and the 
contrary tenets which admit no aIIevation 
of fin in any cafe, or of pardon upon re-

~ Pfalrn cxxx. 3. ciii. L}. 1- Ifa. Iv. 7. t Acts 
iii. 19. § 1 John i. 9. 

C pentance, 

• 
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pentance, are plainly repugnant to fcrip-: 
ture as well as reafon, arid to that mercy 
and goodnefs, which by both we are 
taught to afcribe to ~he d.ivine being. 

It is certain that the pardon of fin, 
tendered as it is by the gofpel to the 
greateft iinners upon their faith and re
pentance, and including, as it always 
does, not only a remiffion of the penalty 
due to it, but aH that latitude of grace 
and favour which is implied in the chrif
tian falvation, t\1at is, a reaoring the pe~ 
nitent to the hopes of heaven and im
mortality, is always reprefented in the 
"\,,-'ritings of the apofHes, as procured for 
us by the merits of Chrifl:. But this whole 
difpenfation, the redemption of the world 
by Chrifr, i"'5 itfelf afcribed to the original 
goodnefs and love of God to mankind, as 
its moving caufe. The language of fcrip
ture is, God flloved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Jon *. In this was ma
nifejled the IO"'ue if God towards us, that 
l.;e p'nt his only he gotten fin into the world t. 

"" John iii. 16. t I John iv. g • 

HI} 



• 

<. 19 ) 

He was made to tIS if God, wifdom, righ
teoujhefs, flnClijication, and redemption:t. 
The language of our bleffed Lord is, that 
he was fint, appointed if God, that he 
came not to do his own will, but the will 
0/ his father which fint him. Who then . 
{hall tell us, that God hath forgotten to be 
gracious, and hath fout ZIP his loving ki1Zd~ 
nefs ilz diJpletifure? 

• 

• 

Next, if we are taught that good works 
are of no accoun that our beft obe-

• 

dience will avail nothing in the fight 
of God; this is contrary to all the prin
ciples we have laid down, defiroys all the 
notions we have of God's moral govern
ment of the world, and reduces religion, 
as we {hall prefently fee, to a fyaem of 

. myfiery and [peculation only, rathe,r than 
a rule of life and conducr. 

It is certain that our beft works can 
give tis no claim of right on the jufiice 
of God. We have already received more 
at his hands than all our fervices can 

t 1 Cor .. i. 30. 

C 2 repay . 

• 
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• 

repay. Onr works and obedience have 
no merit of this kind. But if God has any 
mercy) grace, or favour for his creatures, 
and it is furely impious to doubt this, it 
lIwfi be obedience, a right condua, in 
other \vords, righteoufnefs and holinefs 
of life, which recommends us to his fa~ 
vour", The firmer cannot be as the righ
teous in his fight. The great end of 
goyernment is to fecure obedience in the 
fubjetl:, and the only title to favour in 
the fubjea mua be obedience to the go
verning power •. We cannot fo much as 
fuppofe any covenant between God and 
lTI all , but this mufi be the condition on 
the part of man. Accordingly we are 
every where told, that God will judge 
(ellery man according to his works*· that 
tbey tbat have done good ./hall go into life 
eternal, and thcy that ha've done evil into 
c<"LJcrlajiing pumjhment t, 

But here another part of the fyftem I 
mentioned comes in aid of this doarint'. 
It will be faid that faith is the fubfiitute 
of good works, and the - only fiipulated 

• 

* R .. 6 om. 11. • t Matt. xx\'. 4-6. 
. . 

con-
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condition of acceptance with God, and that 
we are exprefsly told by St. Paul, that 'IV£! 

are juflified by faith 'lvithout tbe deeds qj 
the Imv *. This is one of the paifages of 
fcripture, which as I have above laid, are 
frequently abufed to a Jenfe quite foreign 
to the truth. By faith is here plaidy 
meant, embracing the gofpel, and the 
jufiification mentioned, has no refpett, 
nor can with propriety be applied to the 
prefent flate of chrifiians, but to thofe 
only who had lately embraced the gofpel, 
who' had been converted from Jews and 
Gentiles, and become Chrifiians. Thefe 
on their receiving the gofpel, or profef
fing their faith in Chrifi, were admit· 
ted to a pardon for all their paft fins, 
which is the thing meant by jufiifica
tion, and was fignificantly reprefented to 
them by baptifm, which denoted the 
wailiing away of fin. They were admit
ted to a new fiate of trial and proba
tion by the grace and favour of God, not 
for any works or merit of their own: . 
But were undoubtedly expected from that 
time, and are every whe.re in fcripture 

>lOR ••• 8 om. lIt. 2 • 

called 
• 

• 
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caned u pori, to lead holy and chrmiari 
lives" and to be fruitful in every good 
word and work, without which they 
could never hope to be finally pardoned; 
jufiified a or faved. . 

. 

Obedience to God mufr, as I [aid, be 
the condition upon which his promifes 
are fufpended. This obedience in its 
principle, as it reiides in the hidden man 
of the heart. which is what will be , -
judged by God the fearcher of hearts, and 

• • 
to which we muft look for the real cha-

• 

raCter of the man; obedience, I fay, in 
its principle, is a total refignation of the 
man, of his will and affections to the will 
and law of God. In its effeCts it includes 
both faith and good works: leading us to 
rely with abfolute fecurity on God's truth 
and faithfulnefs to believe that what he 
hath promifed he is able a1fo to perform; 
to fubmit our underftanding to his truth, 
how myfierious foever it may appear; and 
to commit ollr fouls unto him in well
doing as unto a merciful creator; expeCt
ing his mercies declared ill Chrifi: jefus, 
how unmerited [oever" how incomprehen-

fible 
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fible (oever, and wrapped up from our-· 
knowledge in the darknefs of futurity. 
And thus is the virtue of faith, in its 
whole extent, included in obedience, and 
derives ~ll its value in the fight of God 
from the principle 1 have mentioned. 

But we are not yet got far enough in 
this labyrinth of error. We lhall next 
be told, that we are utterly incapable of 
performing any good works; that the beft 
works of the beft of men are fhined with 
fin; that our nature is [0 impaired and 
corrupted by the fall of our firfi parents, 
that we have no power or will to refuCe 
the evil and chufe the good, much lees to 
produce any acceptable fruits of righte
oufnefs; that notwithflanding all the 
warnings of confcience, and the calls of 
• 

God to repentance, notwithflanding all 
his promifes, threatenings, and exhorta
tions to a holy life, we cannot believe or 
repent till we are over-ruled by the irreh
fiible grace of God working ill us to will 
and to do of his good pleafure. 

But where now is the righteous go
vernment of the world? Is it pollible that 

God 
• 

• 

• 



, 

, 

( 24 ) 

God ihould exaCt from his creature.s what 
he hath made thetn unahle to perform? 
That he D10uld mock them by his pro
mifes, and hold out rewards to their obe
dience when they can never obey? And 
let me aik, if we h;1ve not the power 
of doing good, have we the power of 
doing evil? But t<his power cannot be 
without the other. To be guilty of fin; 
implies the power of not committing it. 
To chufe the evil is to 'refufe the good. 
Whatever we do from neceffity and not 
from choice, ,cannot properly be called 
our doing, and certainly can neither be 
morally good nor evil. Is not this then 
to charge God foolifnly, and to make 
him the author of fin? Vlil1 not the 
wora of finners upon this principle have 
a ready excu[c at hand . It is he that 
l:ath made us, and not <zve our:fdves: "Vhy 
tbm doth he yet find fault, for <zvho hath 
rif!fled his will? nut is it then true, that 
our nature is thus totally corrupt, that 
we have no principle of virtue, or good 
tendency left within us? Is the love of 
God and our neighbour unnatural to the 
mind of man? Is it humaa nature to 

be 

, , 
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be inhum~!"l, that. is, unkind and c:ruel to 
our neighbours? Is it a crirl.1e, as the tl
pot1:le fuppofes, to be w!t!:unt n:ltl1ral Qf
feCtion, and yet are all our natural afl-ecli
ons criminal? Is it the common fen~iment 
of mankind to abhor that \vhich is r-ood ? 

.:> 

Are we not, on the contrary, made t-:> 

reverence virtue and piety wherevc:r we 
fee them, ::ind to dcteft aO(l abhor the 
more flao-rant characters of vice and irn-L, 

piety? Is not this principle in- fome de-
gree feen even in bad men? And does . 
not every rhan's confcicnce, when it re--
proves him for fln, proclaim aloud ill ' 
his c:u that it was in his po',v(;r to avoid 
it? If this dochine be true, there ic; an 
end of all virtue and morality, of all rel
fan and religion at oncc. 

The depravity of mnn1::.ind, rrnd th~ir 
natural propenEt:y to evil. will be readily 
~ckncJ\vled(l'ed; that u.'e m'c drmclZ t'jirif. o . 

~l our own Jltjls and enticed; tbat the jijb 
liI/lttb cga/njJ the fliri!; and tbat tberc ;s a 
law in our members 'loarl'iJ!}.T t7{Tf1in!l. the /d7.;} -" '-) ) 

q/ our minds, mId urill:;il!<...':!," lIS into capli-
'''';~y to the law ?f jilt: The[e dl1.-liculties 

D'" God 

• 
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.God hath thought necetrary# to exercife 
our faith and prove our virtue. But the 
fcripture atrures us, that we may walk 
aller the fpirit and not fulfill the luJls if the 

• 

jleJh; that in .this cafe, fiil jhall' ?Jot have 
the domil1itJn over us ; that if we rcjijl the 
_"evil he will flee from us; that even with
out the law, men might by nature do tbe 
things contained in the law; that under 
the law many perfons wrought righteozif
nifs *, and, as we may fuppofe, like Ze
charias and his wife Elizabeth, walked 
in all the comlpandments and ordinances if 
the lord~ blamelifs t. The kriptures of the 
old tefiament were, as we are taught ill 
the new:t, profitable for doCtrine, for re
proof, for correCl:ion, for infiruCtion in 
righteoufnefs, th~t the man of God might 
be perfeCt, thoroughly furniilled unto 
all good works.' How much more then 
is the grace of the gofpel fufficient for 
us? How much more is the faithful chrif· , 

tian able to. do all things through Chrijl 
that flrengtheneth bim §? The fcriptures 
throughout appiy to us, as men capable of 

". Heb. xi. 33. t Luke i. 6. t 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
§ Phil. iv. 13. 

be ration 
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deliberation and choice. They fometimes 
exprefSly affert this power, and always 
Cuppofe it as t1:rongly as if it were expref
fed. Behold, 1 fit bifore you this day 
a b1rJling, and a" cuife. 1 have ,fit bifore 
thee life and go{)d~ "death arzd evil. And 
again. 1 call heaven and earth to witnifs 
this da)!) that 1 have fit bifore you life and 
death, bJdJing and curjing, thertjore chz!ft 
lije *. So thClt the fenCe of the whole 
may be expreffed in the words of the fon 
of Sirach: God made man from the begill ... 
ning, and lift him in the hands if his 
cozmyl: if thou wilt, to keep the command
ments, and to pitj'orill 1/, "(:'itabie faitlfu/71ifs. 
He hath fit fire and <;.l2Jater bifore thee, 
jlretcb forth thy hand unto whether thou 
wilt. Before man is lile and death, and 

" . 
whether him liketh }hall be givtll him t. 

. But the confequences of this ·doCl:rine 
are fo far from difcouraging the abet
tors of it, that they have only led them 
to extend their [yfiem" yet farther. .it is 
natural to an;.:, if mell are univerfally in-

<I Deut. xi. 26.. xxx. 15. 19. t Ecc1uf. xv. 14. 
15. J 6. 

D 2 capable 
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c~pable of doing righteou[ne(s, and with~ 
(;ut righteoufnefs or holinefs' no man Chan 
f{:e the Lord, who then {hall be f:lVed? 

To this and the other difficulties mC:ltion
cd" their ~1l{Wtr is, that to thore WhO~l 
God hath declecd to fd'Ve, and " .. 110m he 

, 

. Lath of his own mere will and pleafurc, 
'rlOt tor ~ny good difpoGtions of their 
O\~/D, elcl:kd from the reft of mankind, 
he will impart his grace, convincing them 
of fin, and of the infinite guilt they lie 
~ndc:r; of their own inability to do any 

.thwg that is good; of their con[equc:;t 
net:: uf a redeemer, not only of infinit~ 
dir,aity to atone for thdr fins" but who 
muil in his 0\,\111 perron [uffer the punifh-

'ment due [or then1 1 ~nd in his own 

pedon fulfill the law in their fieaJ; th..:.t 
Gud will then infufe his [a\i'ing faith il1W 

their hearts, from which time they have 
the v .. :itnd;; oj' the fpirit within them, that 
tbe rightcouineb of Chrifl is become tbcir 
rightcoufnefs; that they arc not only ju{li
htd or pardGned. but laved, enrolled in 
the number of God's eleCt; from which 
Hate of grace they cannot finally fall. 

• Here 
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, Here now is an eafy way to {alvation, if 
they can bring themfelves to believe it, 
which indeed {eems not {o eafy, for the 
worJ1: of finners. It is indeed the worft 
of finners, . who by this account are nearefl: 
to the grace of God, and moft likely to 
be of the number of his elect. If the 
beft of men are not fenfible th2.t they are 
as bad as the wod! ; if infi:ead of thanking 
God for the means of grace which they 
enjoy, for the helps and advantages which 
he hath vouchfafed them towards a holy 
and godly life, for the benefits of his word 
and facraments, for giving them all things 
pertaining to life and godlinefs; if infi:ead 
of endeavouring to grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of all that is gooel, they 
are not convinced that all this grace hath 
·been befi:owed upon them in vain j if 
they are not convinced that all their en
deavours thus affifi:ed will be loil, and can 
have no tendency to recommend them to 
God's favour; if they cannot believe that 

J 

the guilt or righteou1ilefs of one may be .. 
come the perional guilt or righteoufnefs 
of another; however they may believe 
the gofpel and all the doctrines which they 

think 
• 

• 
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think delivered in it; however fincere they 
maybe in their endeav.ours, and how~ 
ever earneft in their prayers that they 
may underftand the fcriptures arisht; 
however they may difdaim aU merit in 
themfelves, and refi: the hopes of their ac
ceptance on the merits of Chrift; they 
are yet far from the kingdom of- God • 

• 

Thus the mercies of God are arrogated 
to themfelv~, by a few perfons who pre .. 
fume to deal Qut with an unfparing hand" 
the judgments bf heaven againfi: others;. 
and yet charge with pride and prefump.
tion the humble believer, whofe faith only 
leads him to hope, with the poor publi
can, that God will be merciful to him a 
finner; and that his imperfect endeavours 
to ferve him will be accepted, and his fail
ures pardoned through the merits of Chd!l • 

• 

N.ot content with robbing the r'ghteous 
of all his hopes, and turning the virtues 
of the heft men into fin, they have ad
ded yet this above all, to entail the guilt 
of Adam's fin upon all his pofterity ; thus 
configning all without dimnttion) young 

. and 
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nnd old, infant and fu-ckliMg, to the 
punilhments of the next world> for· no 
other crime but that of being born in this. 
It could not he expeCted, that the fcrip
tures lhould warn us againft a doctrine fo 
unlikely ever to be thought of as this. 
A thoufand volumes might have been writ
ten by the apofrles, without their fufpec
ting that an opinion like this could be 
conceived by man. But happily, reafon 
and juftice do not more firong1y reclaim 
againfi thde hard fayings than the fcrip
tures thcmfdves: which uniformly teach 
us, that God would hove all men to be 
fi1Vf'd 'I<; that Chri/t died for all t; that 
God hath 110 pleaJure in him that dietb~ but 
ratper that he flould return and five t ; 
that if he hath concluded all under fin, it 
is that he 171igbt have mercy UP01'l all §. 
Th(!y no wh~;·e ipeak of the imputed 
rjghteoufllefs of Chrifr) or fuppofe the guilt 
of Adam's fin to be imputed to his pofte
rity; which cannot be believed without 
confounding all our ideas of juiHce and 
equity, of mnocence and guilt. It is in .. 

.. 1 Tim. ii. 4. t z Cor. v. IS. :t: Ezek. xviii. 
23. 32. § Rom.- xi. 32 • 

• 
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dted once (aid by St. Paul, that as byth"t 
difobedience if one# man)' ''lJ)ere made jin17ers~ 
fa by the obedience oj' one foal! many be made 
righteous -l/:" which is almofi: the only paf
fage of fcripture that gives countenance to 

this doCtrine. But the meaning of this, 
as I have formerly explained to you at 
large, is ohly that, as by the firft man's 

• 

difobedience all men be'came mortal, were 
involved in the fentence of death pro
nounced upon Adam; [0 by the obedience 
of Chrift, the weight of this fentence is 
removed, all are refiQred to life again, and 
to the hopes of a happy immortality. As in 
Adam all die, fa in Chrifl jbal! all be made 
alive t. This is fufficiently explained 'in 
the verfes preceding. As by 01leman' s if-
fence death reigned- all are dead judgment 
came upon all men to condenmatz"on ; fl by 
the righteoufi~efi of one, the free gift came 
upon all men to jzijlijicatio1Z if life t. And 
happily, the cafe of imputed guilt is ex
prefs]y and largely ftated in one of the 
prophets,. and thm decided with a fevere 
rebuke on thofe who charged the ways 

., Rom. v. 19' t 1 Cor. xv. 22. :t: Rom. v. 1/' 
18, 19. 

of 
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bf God with being thus unequal. The 
foul that jinneth it flall die. 'The Jon /hal/ 
not bear the iniquity of the .father, neither 
flall the father bear the 'iniquity if the fin : 
the righteozifntji of the righteous f/.'Ll/l be 
upon him, and the wickednifs q/ the wicked 
/hall be upon him *. 

I would not be thought to be here cen
furing and condemning all who embrace or 
propagate thefe doCtrines. Far be it from 
me. We fee many among them eminent 
for their piety and virtue, and who we 
doubt not will be faved for their works 
fake; whofe lives are indeed a reproach to 
many of thofe who too freely deride their 
opinions. And it is perhaps owing much 
to our own fault, that thefe opinions 
have fo far prevailed among us. 

The open neglect of piety and chrif
tian worlhip, and of the public exerciLes of 
religion, among thofe whofe example car
ries weight and authority V'.·ith it) hath 
infeCted, as is natural, the lower claffes 
of men; and hence they \vho moa \vant 

'.* Ezek. xviii. 20 '32. 
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to learn, deprive tbemfelves of the only 
• 

opportunities of learning; a coniequence 
of which is, that a general ignorance of 
the firft principles of religion is attended 
with a general profligacy of manners. 
Diffipation of mind and inattention to all 
things feriolJs, ~.nd, of confequence, a 
wan t of all religious principle, is the 
prevailing charaCter of the age. And, 
perhaps) difcouraged by thefe appearances, 
and by the little fuccefs and the little coun
tenance their labours meet with, they 
whole oHice a is to call men to repen
tance, infl:ead of increafing their efforts, 
have been more flack and remifs in their 
duty th2.n they ought. In this fiate of 
things, men of ferious minds, alarmed 
v:ith the overflowings of ungodlincfs, may 
with the beft intentions, have attempted 
to awaken a fenfe of religion in the care
lcfs and inconfiderate; but for want of 
jlldzing rightly about the true caufes of 
this corruption~ for want of a due know
ledge of the fei iptures, or of the proper 
qualifications ft)I' interp~eting them, from 
r.:onverung with books of myftical piety, 
and the writings of thofe who had but 

lately 
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lately emerged from the darknc[s of po
pery, and were {till wandering in tile 
mazes of [chool divinity'::'", anJ. v .... ho 
were therefore in many inf1ances bad in
terpreters of the fcripturcs, they have 
fUlely erred from the right W.:ly through 
a z.;al for God, but not according to 
kno',vledge; adopting opinions long finee 

E 2 exploded, 
. 

*', It can fcarce I think be denied that the writings 
of many of our firll: reformers, and even the articles of 
tile church, in their moll obvious meaning, give too 
much countenance-to fome of the dotl:rines here COn

troverted. T:1C!l: have indeed been intcrpreted in a 
differc:1t lcnfe, by writers of the tirl~ autllGlity in lhe 
church. Thi3 latitude of conltruClion {cems to ha\'c 

• 

hecn claimed and allowed hom the beginning. It h:!s 
been defended by almofi all who have written profe!1ed ly 
upon them; and they hav\! certainly for more than a 
century pall, been generally interpreted, and that 
openly and avowedly, and therefore, I hope honeftly, 

• 

. with this latitude. But it is 11:iJI pain and grief to in
. genuous minds to fubfcrib~ to forms, which in their 

firft appearance they cannot approve. I mull therefore 
earneftly join withthofe who willi to fee the minifters 
of our church relieved from this burden; from which, 
though bound by the fame law, and formerly attached, 
at leall as firmly by prejudice to the rigid interpreta
tion, the mininers of our diffenting churches hava found 
a way, and are, I am informed, very generally allowed 
by their congregations, a3 well as by the magill:rate, to 
exempt themfelvcs. That there have been, and may 
fliJI fubfifi, many difficulties in the way of attempting 

this 

• 
• 

• 
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exploded, :lnd deforming religion with 
doctrines highly injurious to the honour 
of God, and fubverfive of all the prin""! 
ciples of morality. 

, , 

The mifchiefs to be apprehended from 
the prevalence of thefe opinions, are great 
and obvious. They expofe religion to the 
contempt of rational men, and to the 
fcoffs of the profane and impious, who 
will be glad to conclude that to be religi
ous is to be vifionary, and that piety and 
devotion but i'll accord with reafon and 
good fenfe. By decrying the ufe and ne
ceflity of good works, making the obedi
ence of Chrifi fiand for the obedience of 
Chrifl:ians, and placing religion in faith 
and opinion, they relax the obligations of 
duty, flatter the filmer with falfe hopes 
of pardon without reforming and amend-

this alteration in our national church; every thinking 
and candid perfon will allow. And therefore, till this 
can be done, it feems a duty in all to forbear com
plainipg of their fuperiors, and to judge charitably 
of thofe, who, in fubfcribing the fame forms, afI"ume 
a liberty of differing from them in the manner of in
terpretation; and for which licenfe they may now 
larely plead the tacit confeQt and allowance both of 
the church and fiate. ' 

• 
• 

• 
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ing his life, put a mafk into the hands of 
hypocrify, and open a door to licentiouf
nels. By denying the power of choice 
and freedom of will to men, they help 
them to an excufe for the worft of crimes, 
alld make God, as I faid, the author of 
fill. By afcribing all that is good in man, 
to the over-ruling and irrefifijble power of 
of God, they dellroy the poffibiHty of 
virtue, the idea of a fiate of trial and pro
bation, and of the jufiice of God in di
fiributing rewards and punilhments • 

• 

Let us then be content with the plain 
practical way to happinefs and falvation, 
which reafon and confcience, in concur
rence with the law and the gofpel, have 
ever prefcribed; which is, by fearing 
God and keeping his commandments. by 
conforming our lives to the rules and pre
cepts of the gofpe1, by being holy in all 
'IJianner if conveifation and godlinifs; ufing 
thankfully and religioui1y all the means of 
grace we enjoy, humbling ourfe1ves under, 
a fenfe of our unworthinefs, and of the 
many failings and imperfeCtions in our 
heft fervices;, imploring the grace of God's 

holy 
• 

• 

, 

• 



• 

, 

ho~y {pirit to aIDO: and fanctify our endea
vours, and relying at laO: on the merits of 
Chrifi. for acceptance, through whom we 
have received the atonement, and wait in 
hope if eternal lift. 

In trying the fpirits or judging of doc
trines, which pretend to derive from hea
ven, let us ·confult the fentiments of na
ture and the fidl: dictates of confcience, 
which God hath written in our hearts, and 
therefore can~otdeceive us. In interpre
ting fcripture, let us take thefe and the 
light of rcaCon along with us, and aIlolv 
110 confhuCtions of them that are not con
fonant to there, and to the firfr ptinciples 
of the oracles of God. Let us admit no 

• 

doCtrine for divine, that is not confiftcnt 
with the moral charaCter of God, and the 
honour of aU his attributes; his goodne[s, 
jufiice. mercv, and truth_ Whatever doc-

• J 

trines coincide with thefe, and with the 

plain precepts of the gofpel; whatever 
doCtrines give weight to the eternal laws 
of morality, to righteoufnefs, temJ?~rancc, 
and univerfal charity, lead us to lov,-,= God 
and goodnefs, and to do the will of our 

<.> 
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father which is in heaven; there we may 
admit for true: they fpeak the language. 
and breathe the [pit-it of the gofpel. On 
the contrary, whatever doCtrines di[pen[e 
with the practice, or may be applied to 
to evade the force of the gofpel precepts; 
whatever doCtrines loofen the obligations 
of duty, fpeak. peace to the finner, or 
flatter him in his fins; thefe cannot be of 
God, or of Chrift, and are carefully to 
be avoided as dangerous fnares to our 
confciences. Let us ever interpret the 
more difficult patrages of [cl'ipture by 
thofe that are clear and eviclent, remem
bering that what is neceffary to all, mufi: 
be level to the capacities of aU. Let us 
not wrefr thefe into articles of faith, or 
with this obfcure light in our hands) pre
fume to enter into the coun(ds an.d decrees 
of providence, and matterS of fpeculation 
which are too high for us. The flcret 
tiJings belong unto tbe Lord our God: 
but thqfl' things whicb are revealedJ which 
are laid open to every underfianding, thefe 
arc the things which belong unto us and 
to Our children fir ever, that 'U..'e may do all 

the 
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the words of this law *. The myfieries 
of religion, as far as they are revealed 
to us in the gofpe1, the doCtrine of re .. 
demption; -and the great falvation wrought 
for us by Jefus Chrifi, are myfieries of 
godIinefs; are defigned to raife our ideas 
of the divine goodnefs and mercy, to ex
cite our love and gratitude, and to engage 
all the generQus affeCtions of the heart in 
his fervice; to give us a due fenfe of our 
high calling in Chrift Jefus, of the dig
nity and honours belonging to our chrifiian 
profeffion, and of that eminence in piety 
arid virtue which they· require from us. 
Thefe therefore we fuould contemplate 
with reverence, and give them their due 

• 

influence on our minds, till the love f!f 
God rule in our hearts, and the love of 
Chrifl conJlrain us to all holy obedience, 
and to abound in every good word and work. 
When our faith is thus made perfeCt: in 
holine(s~ whl;;u it hal) fpirituali:t;ed our 
affeCtions, and raifed them from the 

•• 

things on earth to things above, when 
it. has captivated every thought into obe
dience, and made us fiedfaO: and immov~ 

". Deut. xxi", 29 • 
able 
• 
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able in the work of the Lord, we may 
then hope to be accepted in the beloved, 
and through his merits to be received as 
good and faithful fervants into the joy of our 
Lord. But till this good work is wrought 
or begun in us, our faith is, 'Vain, we are 

yet in our jins. Our faith in Chrifi, in
ftead of jufiifying us, will aggravate our 
guilt, arid increafe our condemnation. In 
a word, let us imitate the life before we 
prefume to trull: in the merits of Chrifr, 
and bear ever in our minds that cautiotl 
of the Apofrle: Little children, let no man 
decd'Ve you: he that doeth righteoz!fi1ifs is 
righteous, e'Ven as he 'who fll!Jilied all righ
teotffnifs is righteous ~. 

, 

• 

• I John iii, 7 . 
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