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GALATIANS VL, 0.

Let us not be weary in well-doing.

FRKEAY well doihg may be underftood
g‘g B § every fpecies of right action,
¥ 3 every thing that belongs, as a
# KA duty, to men or chriftians. But
it 1s plain that the apoftle in this place
means, principally, alts of charity and be-
neficence ; in which duties he tacitly com-
mends the Galatians for the progrefs they
had already made, and exhorts them to a.
farther proficiency.

To be uniformly good, to confider our-
felves as deftined in this life to promote
the happinefs of all around us, and to
make this fteadily and invariably the rule
of our attions; this, as it is the true
chriftian character, {o s it furely the moft
noble and god-like that can be afcribed to

; A 4 man,
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man, We cannot contemplate it without
love and delight; and this will as natu-
rally excite our emulation, and lead us to
defire in ourfelves what we neceffarily ad-
mire in others.” But this perfet character
is not to be attained by a tranfient wifh,
by the bare inclination and confent of the
mind : it muft be formed, like other vir-
tuous habits, by time and patience, exer-
cife and application. Every virtue has it’s
difficulties, 1t’s field of trial and conflit;
and charity, like the reft, unlefs formed
with care, and difciplined into conftancy
and perfeverance, will be apt to faint and
be weary under the difcouragements which
it will often meet with. The motives to
this duty have been fo frequently and fo
well difplayed, on this and other like oc-
cafions, that I fhall chufe, as a fubjelt
lefs anticipated, to confider the difficulties
that attend it, and the reafons that prevail
againft thefe motives. When we go to
war, our Saviour hath told us, that we
muit count not only our own' ftrength,
but hikewile the f{trength of the enemy;
that we may be able to meet him that
cometh agamnft us. But as thefe difficul-
ties often arife from our own corrupt paf-

fions,
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fions, as well as thofe of other men, it
will be proper,

~ Firff, To confider diftinCtly what dif-
pofition of mind 1s neceflary to conftitute
the character in the text ; what this virtue
is in it’s principle as well as in it’s ef-
felts ; that we may learn where our own

firength and weaknefs lies, and how to
~ cultivate and- improve this virtuous habit
in the mind.

I fhall then, Secondly, léy before you
fome of the principal dMcouragements that

feem to check the progrefs of this virtue
in the world; that we may arm our-

felves and unite our endeavours againft
them :

And, through the whole, fhall have re-
{pett chiefly to the exercife of our cha-

rity, in fuch publick works as this which
we are at prefent met to promote.

And Firfi, By the virtue of -charity in
general 15 meant univerfal benevolence
extending 1t’s good wifhes to the whole
human kind, it’s :good offices as far as it’s

abilities
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abilities will reach. But more particular-
ly, as 1t 1s charatterized in the text, it
1mplies a firm refolution to do all the good
we can, together with activity and perfe-
verance in doing it. By refolution I here
mean a rational determination founded on
fure and certain principles, fuch as are
thofe of reafon and religion. A general
difpofition to do good, it will coft us hittle
pains to form i ourfelves, Whoever afks
his own heart the queftion, will be told
that his affe€tions are kind and benevolent,
and that his fentiments are thofe of love
and charity towards mankind. Every one
‘either feels or fancies this difpofition 1n
himielf. And it is certain that, in {ome
degree, this temper of mind 15 natural,
and therefore common to all men. God,
who hath made the welfare of mankind to
depend much on their mutual love and
care one for another, hath at the fame
time, left reafon and religion thould have
too cold an influence, implanted very pow-
erful paflions in the breaft to fimulate and
excite to thefe duties,. We are fo made as
neceflarily to commuferate the wants and
feel the diftreffes of others. But if our
mercy and compaffion have no other foun-

dation than this; tho’ the world may be
the
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the better for it, we fhall be none the bet-
fer ourfelves. If we relieve others oiily to
gratify ourfelves, there 18 no virtue or
merit in this appearance of charity. If we
do good only from temper and incliation,
from felfith or other human confiderations,
thefe principles are very various in their
:nfluence and tendency; and, if fome of
them, at fimes, prompt us to what is ge-
nerous and good, others will prevail mn
¢heir turn, and more frequently feduce s
from 1t.

To give ffability to virtue, it muft be
founded on better motives, on the princi-
ples of reafon and truth : thefe are every
where the fame, and operate in all cir-
cumftances alike; they will not bend to
our eorrupt inclinations; or be meved by
the intreaties and 1mportunities of felf-
Jove. This then 1s the proper foundation,
the rock on which our virtue muft be
built. Whatever claims the authority of
‘duty over us muft be tried by our reafon,
not by our paffions and inclinations; and
where this authority is acknowledged, we
muft be fubjet not for pleafure, profit,
or fame, but for confcience fake. -

This
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This rational choice, this fubjettion of
the mind to duty, is neceffary not only to
{fupport but to conftitute virtue. Without
it our beft aCtions will be nothing worth ;
it being a firft principle in morality, that
the virtue of every action 1s to be eftima-
ted from the principle and intention with
which it is performed. In the virtue be-
fore us the apoftle plainly fuppofes, that
we may give all our goods to feed the
poor, and yet want charity: and, on the
other hand, our blefled Saviour hath de-
clared, that whofo fhall give a cup of cold
water only to a difciple, for bis fake, {hall
not lofe his reward.

The refolution then we are recommend-
ing, implies a previous examination of the
duty to which we are called, a full con-
vition of the authority and obligation of
it; in the prefent cafe a fenfe of the ex-
cellence, importance, and neceffity of cha~
nty: and where this 1s deeply rooted in
the mind, where the motives to well-doing
are made familiar and habitual, are always
open to our view and ready for action ;
this 15 the virtue we are enquiring for in

the
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the feed and principle, and as it refides in
the heart. |

The nature and extent of this duty I
have fuppofed fufficiently known, and the
motives to 1t to be obvious to every one’s
reflexion. I fhall therefore conclude this
head with obferving, that we ought to
give fome of our time to the ftudy of this
and every other virtue; to confider the
reafons and motives that induce to them,
and the means of cultivating them in our-
felves. 'This 1s the worthieft and beft, as
well as the moft ufeful employment in
which the mind can be engaged : a neglect
of it is the great error in human life.
Men are apt, when they have fcarce be-
ftowed a thought upon thefe fubjetts, to
think themfelves enough principled in vir-
tue, enough refolved and fortified againft
vice; and fo commit their bark to the
wind, and follow where the tide of cuf-
tom, or the ftream of inclination, leads
them: and what wonder 1s it 1f they make
fhipwreck of all their hopes ?

But, fecondly, This refolution, and eve-
ry virtuous principle, muft be tried by it’s
effeCts ; agreeably to the rule of our blefled

Sa,v1our,
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Saviour, By their fruits ye fhall know them.
‘The firft of thefe which I mentioned was
aftivity, or an active temper in doing
good. To be unwearied in well-doing im-
plies this, and fomething more ; it implies
that we have been bufy and induftrious in
all the offices of charity, and that we are
fhll carrying on this laboyr of love with
freth vigour and alacrity. The beft refo-
lutions will not make us on a fudden vir-
tuous or charitable. 'We muft not miftake
the defign for the thing itfelf. Thefe re-
folutions muft be purfued into their proper
confequences, and fet the active powers of
‘the mind at work, before we can take this
charater to ourfelves. Here then it is tg
be feared that men often deceive them-
felves: a love of virtue will, at times,
warm the breaft of the moft fluggifh into
fome feeble refolutions of well-doing. In
thefe they applaud themfelves; and when
they find the generous fentiments of pity
and humanity move within them, are eafi-
ly perfuaded that they are merciful and
compaflionate. Thus we purchale very
cheaply our own good opinion, and often
think ourfelves charitable when we only
have bowels.

But
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But would we know our true moral
charatter, we muft enquire of our aétions,
not of our fentiments and opinions. Thefe
latter are always on the fide of truth and
virtue. God hath made them fo. Our
aCtions only are properly our own, and
tell what we are. [ will fhew thee my
faith by my works, faith the apoftle. If
you have charity, thew it by your works.
You feel it in yourfelf, but let others feel
it. What families or what perfons have
been the better for your bounty? Have
your ears and your hands been open to
the wants of your fuffermg nelghbours?‘
Is your labour or you1 fortune, in any
good degree, fpent in their fervice? When
any good work hath invited our concur-
rence, have we, according to our abulity,
encouraged and promoted it?  Or have we
contented ourfelves with bidding it God
Jpeed, and wifbing it good luck in the name
of the Lord? It is thus we muft bring
our virtue in this and every other inftance
to the trial, before we can determine what
our real charafter 1s, But farther,

A third, and that a principal condition
1mp11ed or rather diftinétly marked in the
chara&er
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charaGter of the text, is perfeverance in
well-doing. 'This 1s neceffary in every vir-
tue, to crown and compleat the charatter;
and indeed the only proof we can give of
thofe principles which I mentioned as ne-
ceflary to recommend our {ervices to God.
It will be to no purpofe to endure for a
while in the praftice of virtue, if in #me
of temptation we fall away,

It is generally faid, and with great truth,
that the difficulties of virtue grow Jefs by
praftice, and that by degrees it becomes
pleafant and delightful. And if this be
true of any virtue, it is certainly fo of
charity; the exercife of which 1s rewarded
with more prefent pleafure than perhaps
any. other fpecies of well-doing. It may
therefore be thought an eafy talk to per-
fevere in this duty, and to want but little
our exhortation, Buf the mind of man is
naturally fickle and inconftant ; fired with
the prefent and fond of new purfuits;
changing as the icene without, or as fan-
cy, paffion, or natural temper change
within. Every virtue too has it’s enemues,
and even this of charity enow to exercife
our vigilance and caution. Hence it re-
quires fome firength of mind to be, for

any
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any time, uniform and confiftent with our-
felves, to keep the fame defigns in view,
and to purfue the fame courfe without de-
viating from it. And this-ftrength is only
to be acquired, like that of the body, by
ufe and exercife: we muft frequently re-
new our good refolutions; revolve in our
thoughts the motives upon which they are
buillt; and keep them, by reflexion and
meditation, alive and frefh in our minds.

How far we are to perfevere in the ex-
ercile of our charity, in any particular in-
{tance, prudence and our own judgment
muft determine. But this temper of mind
will naturally incline us to be patient and
candid in judging of any fuch defigns as
are offered for the publick good. We fhall
‘not be hafty in receiving prejudices againft
fuch as we have feen reafon to approve,
and have perhaps been engaged in fup-
porting, The characters of good and evil
in moft publick defigns frand out fo ap-
parent and vifible, that it 1s not eafy to
be deceved in our judgment about them,
Yet there are arts of mifreprefenting the
plaineft fafts, and obfcuring the brighteft
truths, which make it neceliary to recom-
mend, on fome occafions, candor and at-

B - tention
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tention 1n thefe enquirtes. It 15 not many
years fince a” new inftitution amongft ‘us,
I mean that of charity-fchools, was uni-
verfally applauded and encouraged. We
have lived to fee this lofe much in the
efteem of the world, and it hath been al-
moft fafhionable to decry it: and yet I
think 1t certain, that every fair enquirer
will fhll be convinced, that this is a very
wife as well as chriftian inftitution; and
that the objettions againft it have nothing
but novelty to recommend and fupport

them,

But I proceed to the fecond thing I pro-
pofed, which was to fpecify fome of the
principal obftacles which prevent the pro-
grefs of this virtue in the world. Thefe
arife either from our own corrupt incli-
nations, or from the frowardnefs of others.
Amongft thofe which we are to guard
. aganft in ourfelves, the firft which I fhall
mention, and which hath been already
pointed to, is indolence: a vice of very
extenfive and pernicious influence. They
who are freed from the neceflity of thought
and labour, are apt to forget all other
obligations to thefe duties. Eafe and felf-
indulgence grow by degrees into an habi-

tual



[ 19 ]

fual difregard and mattention to every
thing.” Pleafure and amufement fhut out
all other concerns. And when men {carce
beftow a ferious thought upon themfelves,
it is not to be expetted that they fhould
oive much of their time or care to the
welfare of others.

The motives of religion are loft upon
thofe, who cannot bear the pain of attend-
ing to them. But could they be brought
to think, a moment’s reflexion would teach
them, that their ative powers of body and
mind were not given them for nothing;
that they were not made for themf{elves
alone, nor the world about them merely
to minifter to their eafe and pleafure ; that
all who reap the benefits fhould {hare the
burdens of fociety; that no virtue, or
even ornament of the mind, 15 to be at-
tained without pains and application ; that
labour is the price of every thing excel-
lent in this life ; and much more 1s it ne-
ceffary to attain the rewards of the next.

But farther, This vice is the parent of -
a timorous and coward difpofition of mind,
which deters men from attempting any
thing that is generous or great. The flotb-
B 2 ful



[ 20 ]

ful man fays there is a lion in the way.*
His fears magnify every real obftacle, and
create a number of difficulties that are
merely imaginary. Is any thing propofed
for the publick good? He laments that
the times will not bear it, he forefees that
every man will be armed againft 1t, that
the virtuous are too few to fupport it, and
that publick good 1s the laft thing that
will meet with publick. encouragement.
But it is not fo. The age is not fo bad
‘as to refufe a fair entertainment to any
thing that i1s offered for the publick wel-
fare. ‘'There i1s more ftagnant virtue in
the world than is commonly believed, if
there were but attivity enough to put it
in motion : witnefls ‘the feveral charities,
many of them of a kind new and untried,
which have been lately fet on foot, and
are now flourifhing among us.

Infinite are the mifchiefs that arife from
this: over-prudence, this ungenerous diffi-
dence and diftruft of mankind. It feems
almoft a received maxim in the political
world, that government cannot be carried
on without applying to the vices and cor-
rupt paﬁions of men: and they who have

defigned

T Rioverbs xxi'. 11
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defigned the very beft for their coustry,
have thought 1t vamn to attempt it ’till
they have won. others, by the worft con-
defcenfions, into a concurrence with them.
But what 15 this but to defpair of the
commonwealth ? God certainly defigned
that the world {hould be governed by vit-
tuous men, and by virtuous means. And
he hath ftamped that digmity and majeity
on the very afpect of virtue, that they who
lead under her banner may be fure to be
better followed and obeyed, than they who
court {ubmiffion by other meafures,

A fecond known enemy to every pub-
lick good is avarice: a mean and fordid
vice, that infe(ts and debafes every faculty
of the mind it enters. — It 1s the mind
that has no generous {entiment within to
fupport it, and 1s confcious how little it
deferves the friendfthip and good-will of
mankind ; that makes riches it’s ftrength,
and flies to this unnatural aid for fupport.
There 1s therefare little roam to hope
for any thing good or charitable from
this charaCter. It 1s indeed ftrange that
men fhould think themfelves juftified in
accumulating riches without end, without
any defign of enjoying, and often without,

| B 3 ng
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the apprehenfion of wanting them; while
others, whofe wants and diftrefles call for
every thing, have nothing to rélieve them.
But there are lower degrees of this vice,
which lie more frequently concealed 1n the
breaft, and which are amongft the moft
prevailing reafons againft the exercife of
our charity. Men relieve themielves from
this-burden by laying it upon others. They
compare their own fortunés with thofe that
are - greater, and excufe themfelves from
contributing to the warts of the publick,
merely becaule there aré others more able.
But the rule of the fcripture 1s, Let him
‘that bath little give of that little. None arg
éxculed from giving. A deficiency in the
chanty of others will not make ours the
lefs wanted. And where the wants of our
neighbours call for it, 1t is a duty m all to

conttibuite according to their feveral ab1,11-
ties.

A third enemy té charity, and the fource
of numberlefs publick evils, is luxury, This
vice, like avarice, multiplies our wants,
and by that means coiifines our charity at
home. .The demands of pleafure and pride
are fo great, that they who indulge in thefe
gratifications {eldom have to give to him

that
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that needeth : and every ftation of- life is
at prefent fo much expofed to temptations
of this fort, that this may be reckoned one
of the moft common as well as greateft
obftruttions to charity. Self-indulgence
hath a natural tendency to harden the
heart. The more the felfith paffions pre-
vail, the more will every thing of gene-
rous and publick {pirit decline within us.
Hence it is that they who live in eafe and
luxury are moft infenfible to the diftreffes
of others, and the leatt apt to attend to
wants which they have never felt or feared
themfelves. Of this unrefleCting temper

we have a ftriking example and reproof in
‘the parable of the rich man and Lazarus :

the former clothed in purple and fine linen,
and faring fumptuoully every day; the
latter full of fores, lying at his gates, left
to the dogs, and perhaps fed with lefs care
than they. This is the pifture which our
Lord hath held up to the cruel and volup-
tuous, and which muit pierce the breaft
with fo many cutting reflexions, that ]
{hall add no more upon this "head,

Befide thefe domeftick enemies, which
every one muft enquire for in his own
breaft, we muft expet to encounter with

B4 diffla
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difficulties abroad. And firft, the vices I
have mentioned, as they may _poflibly have
fome fway in ourfelves, fo, as far as they
prevail, they will arm the world ag'un{’c us.
They who refufe to concur in any good
work, muft juftify their ftanding out by --
bringing difparagement upon the defign
itfelf ; or, where this cannot be done, by
infinuating mifmanagement, indirect views
and motives in thofe who conduét it. There
are men who get the charaCler of fagacity
by penetrating mto the fecret motives of
others, and 1efolvmg every thing they do
into artifice and cunning, With thefe there
is no fuch thing as publick {pirit in the
world, - The good of others is only a pre-
tence for ferving ourfelves; and confe-
quently no publick management ever fatis-
fied, or can fatisfy them.. Thefe are, for
the moft part, men of narrow views, as
well as narrow minds: yet their infinua-
tions are apt to be too well received, from
a malevolence of heart which makes men
delight ‘in feeing the charatter of others
levelled with their own. Every one who
aCts 1n a publick {phere, whether great or
little, muft ftand the mark of envy and
cenfure. '~ And ‘perhaps ‘that liberty of
calumniating "the hlgheﬁ adiminiftrations,

whlch
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which is wifely tolerated for the fake of
the greater good, may make -this petulant
temper the more prevalent and common
among us. It is certain that this is the
fate of all publick management. Igno-
rance will objett and folly ditate: but it
is the part of wildom and virtue to perfe-

vere unwearled and of charlty to heeu
and forgive..

Again,.our goad defigns will not always
meet with the fuccefs, any more than with
the efteem, which they deferve. They will
{fometimes be beftowed upon unworthy,
fometimes upon ungrateful objefts. Even
among thofe who concur n the fame good
defign, things will arife not always plea-
fing and agreeable. Diverfity- of opiniens
will create little differences and difplea-
fures: jealoufies, fufpicions and ewvil fur-
mifings will arife. Thofe who are moft
forward will blame the tardinefs of others;

and 1n their turn be thought over-bufy
and officious themfelves |

I am fenfible, that I am led into reflex-
ions which the prefent occafion will fcarce
feem of 1mportance enough to juftify.
And it 15 a pleafure to abferve, that there

15
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is nothing in our particular circumftiances
and fituation to call for them. But as
thefe evils are incident to all publick chari-
ties, and in fome degree to be feared by
all, I thought 1t neither ufelefs nor foreign
to my fubject to mention them.

There 13 yet another enemy to pubiick
good, of fo malevolent a nature that it is
almoft dangerous to mention it, I mean
that of party prejudice; which, where it
prevails, deftroys nat only all charlty, but
all candour, truth, and common juftice.
Whgn men -are divided into factions, they
are prepared to divide and to oppofe each
pther in every thing: the approbation of
one party is reafon enough for diflike n
the other: and if happily they ever unite
in the fame caufe, this is a firong pre-
fumption that there is fome uncommon
excellence to recommend 1t. It 1s certain
that nothing ¢an be more unjuft in it's
principle, of more violent in it's effects,
than this fpirit. And if 1t may reafonably
be hoped that focieties of chanty will be
lefs infefted with-this evil than any other ;
it muft too be remembered, that n i_'ocw-_
tres which have no common tie of intereft
or bond of union, but mere will and plea-

{ure,
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fure, 1o evil is more to be dreaded. Thofe
therefore who are real friends to fuch de-
figns, will; above all things, be careful to
avoid all appearance of this {pirit in-them-
felves; and particularly this, which is one
of the ﬁrongeﬁ {ymptoms of 1it, the fuf—
Pe&mg it in others

Thefe are fome of the difcouragements,
and there might be reckoned more, which
threaten, and for the moft part attend the
execution of the beft defigns. What then ?
Shall we fit down and lament thefe difficul-
ties? Shall we not rather call up our zeal
and double our ardour in oppofing them ?
Is it not indeed matter of real joy to us
that there are fuch difficulties to encoun-
ter 2 So the apoftle thought, My brethren,
faith he, count 1t all joy ‘wbe;z ye fall into
divers temptations: knowing this, that the
trial of your faith worketh patience.® Were
the ftream of duty always {mooth and un-
rufﬂed where would be the virtue of obe-
dience ?- Were popular applaufe and honour
always to wait on well-domng, how fhould
we be fure that we acted from charity, and
not from thefe meaner motives? Thefe in-
ducements to duty will indeed increafe our

- guilt

*‘ James in 29 35.
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guilt in.neglecting 1t : but as far as we_are
fwayed by them, they will likewife, as I
have faid, take from the virtue of our obe-
dience. In every good action, 1t is the f{a-
crifice that 1s made, what we give up of
eafe, or pleafure, or profit, that makes the
virtue, Without this to prove it, we fhall
want that fatisfaction 1n our own virtue
which is the trueft, fincereft pleafyre that
the mind 1s capable of enjoying. This is
what the apoftle defervedly counts a// 7oy ta
thofe who have been tricd by tempfations.
A new fource of pleafure arifing from re-
nouncing pleafure; from mortifying our
paffions-and felf-love, and from the confci-
oufnefs of pure, unadulterate virtue. Thus
the ways of wifdom are at laft ways of plea-
fantnefs, and all ber paths are peace. In vain
we feparate happinefs from virtue : the more
we fhut out felf-love, the more we fhall be
found to love ourfelves, and to confult ouy
true felicity.

Having now feen the difficulties that at-
tend our petfevering n well-doing, 1t may
be expeted that I fhould dwell longer on
the folly and unreafonablenefs of being
difcouraged by thefe, and fhould balance

againft them the many motives that plefad
foy
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for this duty. As to the former of thefc it
may be fufficient to have fhewn the impure
and polluted fources from whence thefe ob~
jections flow, and the meannefs of thofe
principles and paffions to which they owe
thewr influence. The latter, as a beaten to-
pick, I{hall pafs over, only reminding you,
from the words which follow the text, that
the pleafure, which I have mentioned as
arifing from difinterefted virtue and true

benevolence, 15 not a mere ideal pleafure,
ending 1n contemplation only, as the fen-
fualift and voluptuary may be apt to think ;
but is'the moft {olid and permanent of all
~human pleafures: which will never defert
us in this life; and will become immortal
n the next. Lef us not be weary, faith the
apoftle, in well-doing, for in due feafon we
fhall reap 1f we faint not. Let us not re-
{pelt eafe or pleafure, or confider any thing
but duty itfelf, in the pratice of duty:
and God will certainly find a time to re-
ward our virtue, 'The prefent is the feafon
of labour and culture: but the time of
harveft will come, when we fball reap ac-
cording as we have fown ;5 when we fhall come
again with joy, oringing our fheaves with us,
Prefent pleafure will indeed attend the prac-
tice of our duty; but it muft come unatked,

un-
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unfought. It muft even be purchafed by
voluntary labour and felf-denmial; but, in
- proportion to this labour, this pleafure it-
{elf will be more pure and perfet, and our
reward will be great hereafter. The diffi-
culties then of virtue are not real difcou-
ragements : on the contrary, they ought to
be confidered as a motive and fpur to duty,
This our Lord hath taught us, with that
noble fimplicity and authority which adorn-
ed all he fpoke. Call to thee the halt and the
maiméd, the lame and the blind ; for they can-

. not recompence thee : thou fhalt be recompenced
at the refurrection of the juf.

To apply now thefe reflexions to the pre-
{fent occafion : The charity we are affembled
to promote, 1s {o apparently excellent and
- ufeful, that it feems fcarce liable to exception
or mifreprefentation. The intended objets
of it are plainly the firft objects of charity.,
Sicknefs and pamn, even 1n a low degree,
make us miferable amidft affluence and
plenty : how miferable then muft they make
thofe who are deprived not only of all the
extraordinary helps which their cafe may
require, but even of the common neceffa-
ries of life? Who are deftitute of all things,
when all is too little to make life comfort-

able,
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able, or perhaps fupportable ? How many

thoufands are there who, by their beft in-
duftry, can but feed their families with food
convenient for them, and whom a week’s in-
capacity for labour muft reduce to penury
and want? -An affhiction fevere enough
without addition; how fevere then when
ficknefs and difeafe are added to it? If

then-any method can be found, by which
all the helps and advantages which the rich
enjoy can be conveyed to the poor in thefe
circumftances, 1s not this what every chrif-
tian, every human heart muft with? Iam
not here applying to your paffions and af-
fettions, though thefe will certainly rife up
in judgment againft us, and condemn us,
if we do not follow where God and nature
intended they thould lead us. But I apply
to your reafon and confeience, the proper
fource of virtue. Charity1s a duty: a duty
which God hath bound upon you by all the
ties of nature, reafon, and religion ; a duty
which ftrikes the mind with more piercing
conviction, than any other ; a duty which,
I am fure, you own and acknowledge, and
even think yourfelves refolved to prattife.
But 1f this be a duty in any circumftances,
it 1s furely fo- when the fick and needy in

the anguifh -of their {ouls call upon us.
Thole
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Thofe who are moft diftreflfed have, doubt-
lefs, the firft title to rehief. And could we
~ obferve an exat order and proportion mn
the diftribution of our charity, we fhould,
I am perfuaded, think ourlelves obliged to

begin here; and fhould even regret our
other charities, as lefs properly beftowed,
while any 1n this firft clafs of mifery re-
mained unhelped. It is certain our blef-
{fed Saviour, the model of all virtue, inthe
exercife of his charity, had a principal re-
oard: to thefe. He went about bealing all
manner of ficknefs, and all manner of difeafe,

among the people. He did indeed, though
he "had Iittle, allot a part of that lttle,

and gave from his bag to the common
wants of the poor. But the lame and the
blind, the paralytick and the leper, were
the firft objelts of his care; and heal the -
fick was a principal part of that commifli-

on which he more than once repeats to his
difciples.

Again, if this {pecies of chanty is the
moft neceflary and wanted of any, fo s i1t
here beft and moft effeCtually anfwered.
The poor have really here almoft every ad-
vantage which the higheft plenty could give
them. They have many advantagg¢s which

e
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no expence of chanty could by any other
means procure them; and here procured
at an expence, how little, comparatively, and
how trifling ! And 1t 15 worth obferving,
as an argument for our perfeverance, as
well as for a more general concurrence in
this charity, that in proportion as it is more
extended even this httle becomes lefs. I
mean that the greater the number is of thofe
that are rclieved together, the lefs, propor-
tionably, will be the expence of relieving
each. When an eftablithment of this fort
is once formed, and the neceffary provifion
1s made for any certain number, this num-
ber may be greatly incieafed with a {fmall
addition of expence to the charity. And
as every hittle contributed here, will go much
farther in removing mifery and diftrefs out
of the world, than in any other conceivable
way, fo 1s that little, {fure to be rightly ap-
plied to this purpofe. Here 1s no room to
be impofed upon by fraud or fiction in the
objects of our charity : and the diftribution
of 1t 15 under fuch regulations, and m fuch
hands, as cannot poflibly deceive us.

Befides this, which 1s the firft intention
in thefe charities, other great and excellent
ends are anfwered by them. As affliCtions

generally call our thoughts home to our-
C {elves,
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{elves, and produce that confideration which
- always produces religion, hence thefe infti-
tutions are eafily improved into the beft
{chools of piety and virtue. And this ad-
vantage and ufe of them hath not been
overlooked. The ignorant are here mftruct-
ed, the bad admonifhed and reproved, and
the penitent encouraged and affifted. Books
of pious exhortation are put into their
hands, and opportunitics of joining daily in
publick prayer, and frequently in the holy
communion, are adminiftered to them. And
it cannot be that thefe pious endeavours
here can be loft: rather we muft {uppole
them more than ordinary fuccefstul, where
gratitude itfelf will open the mind to recerve
inftruction, and afflittion to receive it fe-
rioufly.

To this may be added, the improvements
which the arts of healing themfelves receive
from thefe charities. For are not thefe in-
ftitutions becorre the beft fchools in phy-
fick and furgery? Is not attendance here
confidered as the finithing part of education
in thefe ftudies, and that which crowns the
reft ?  If then thefe are defervedly efteemed
among the moft ufeful, and therefore the
moft honourable profeflions in human life,
all improvements made in them muft be,

con-
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confidered as a common benefit and advan-
tage to mankind. |

There would be no end were I to fay
half that might be faid 1n favour of thefe
charities. More, I am perfuaded than is
neceflary hath been already faid, to con-
vince you that it 1s indifputably the moft
neceffary, the moft fruitful of good, the
leaft liable to exception and abufe, of all
cthers. What then remains but that we
heartily refolve to fupport this, which 1s fo
happily begun among us; that we not
only refolve, but be ftrenuous and active in
fupporting 1t; and be not eafily difcoura-
ged, by any little difficulties or troubles that
may arife, from perfevering in it’s fupport.

Let the indolent take his part in this plea-
fing tafk, and rejoice to be a fellow-worker
in this labour that proceedeth of love. Let
the avaricious exchange here his perifhing
wealth for the true riches, and lay up a
treafure 1n the heavens which faileth not.
Let the voluptuous tafte here a- pleafure
more exquifite than the joys of fenfe; and,
{rom the generous pleafures of benevolence
and compaffion, let him afpire to thofe that
are yet more excellent, which arife from

virtue and true charity. .
Lafty,
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| LzWy, Let thofe who have already affift-

ed in this good defign, rejoice in the work
which they have fet their hands unto, and
perfit with their beft endeavours to give
{trength, {tability, and perpetuity to it. In
earneft, little as it 1s that 1s here done, what
have moft of us done more ufeful in the
world, or that we can take a truer fatis-

fattion from? At how {mall a price, com-

pared with the many {uperfluous expences

“which mott of us find room to indulge in,

have we begun a work which, when 1t 1s
but well begun, hath already {aved the lives
of many; redeemed the lives of more from
pain and mifery; and which, there is at
leaft a pleafing profpect of 1t, will continue
a blefling to many thoufands 1n future ge-

" nerations. Let us at leaft endeavour to

deliver it down to pofterity as whole and
entire, as extended and improved, and as
much recommended by our example as we
can. And may the bleffing of heaven at-
tend your endeavours here, and be their
reward hereafter.

THE END.

Com ) YO
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Laofly, Let thofe who have already affift-
ed in this good defign, rejoice in the work
which they have fet their hands unto, and
perfitt with their beft endeavours to give
{trength, ftability, and perpetuity to it. In
carneft, lLittle asitis thatis here done, what
have moft of us done more ufeful in the
world, or that we can take a truer fatis-

faction from? At how {mall a price, com-

pared with the many {uperfluous expences

~which moft of us find room to indulge in,

have we begun a work which, when 1t is
but well begun, hath already {aved the lives
of many; redeemed the lives of more from
pain and mifery; and which, there is at
leaft a pleafing profpect of 1t, will continue
a blefling to many thoufands in future ge-

nerations. Let us at leaft endeavour to

deliver it down to pofterity as whole and
entire, as extended and improved, and as
much recommended by our example as we
can. And may the blefling of heaven at-
tend your endeavours here, and be their
reward hereafter.

THE E N D.
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