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TOo TH E
Right Honourable
Si JOHN MAYNARD,
* Chicf Lord Commiffioner for the
Great Seal of England.

My Lord,

Hiis Book doth bumbly prefent
I it felfto your Hononr, as the
 Furft-fruits of my proficiency
in Chrift, in: adrefs low and bumble, be-

Jeeming the Author.
Let others bring into the Tabernacle
10 borrow Hierom's words, Prol. in lib.
Reeg.) .what they are able = fome, Gold,
Silver, ‘and Gems';: ‘others, fine Silks,
Purple, Scarlet and Jacynth: ’tis well
S A 3 with




The 'Epiﬁieﬁéﬁiéif&?? ‘

with s, if we can afford Skins and Hair i L _

of Goats. ) : S
Homever under this Veil is contained - ‘@ A

fometbing of the bidden Wifdom amongft " ®nn S ﬂ'o“zuaut

, the perfect, giving an infight ftort/oe DISPLAYED,
- Nyftery of the Crucified FESUS.
! .. WwWITH
' As fich, be pleafed to accept of it, in to- -
' ken of fincere gratitude , Hpon the [core A Proeenual DifCO\lIfC
of fo many benefits, due to your N ame, ‘ :
| b : ABOUT
‘1; .}’) .
? The Manner and Realons of the Au-
} My Lord, - _ thor’s Convetfion from Judaifin to
S o Chriftianity-
{ - . » ‘ ’ Ig not lefs certain, That every Mortal
1} Your Lordfhip’ ; rives to attain Happinefs ; than mo-
s our Lordfhip’s o , ~ rally known, Thz‘it notwithftanding
! moft dutiful and " the different Sentiments about the in-
‘ trinfick nature , all reafonable Crea-
moft humble Servant tures agree in the purfuit thereof. To wifh well to
’ ones felf, is congenite in fo much, that Bafenefs
it felf is not cherifhed by the wicked, unlefs under
' a notion of fome gocd. And though perhaps our I7-
h ' , relleét cannot be inveagled {0 far , astodeema thing
J onn Alcxandcr . s Moral, which is contrary to it ; 'yet our blind Wil
' ' upon a furmifc of its being pleafant or advantagiousy
‘ embraces it, for good, under fuch or the like civcum-

{tancs.
And
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The Converted Jew.
And if this Appezire be promifcuoufly fourd in rea-

“fonable Souls ; it muft doubtlefs, with an overplus,
difplay it {cIf in fuch, who being from their Youth

cducaseq a_hov,e._:ﬁ:,vul av fort, by“ae of their culti-
vatiom, zmﬁu' hed whiymeans for: hupcing, into a
critick Tehrch of 2 point , ot which dependeth Eer-
nity ; thereby to refcue sheir Sauids from all imminent
danger , and fo malde it-a €andrdate of the defired
Buatitude ; due means, in this, as in all other cafes,
proving often Motsves for taking in hand, what other-
wife would lie dormant. , ,
‘Lhercfore, (ince my Raremtsi (Jews by Birth) were
willing to beflow coit and charges on my breeding,
after their way; and the {edulity of my Teachers, had
brought me to the perfeét view of their Do&trine and
Traditions: *twas no wonder, that being in fome mea-
fate accomplifht, ¥ ufed tholC means L had, in finding
ous that obje§k, whercin ow chief and only happinefs
dothi réfide. ~ And though I was tormerly periwaded,
that this obje&t was GOD ; yet {eéing that e was
fought for in divers ways and manncrs, my Mind could
nat be at reft, until I had fearch'd forthe bef, Thus,
ow Mind is of fo infinite and reftlefs an apprehen-
Qaq, tliat aftes it hath attained the fruition of what
conftantly relifhetly our fancy, itis.yet il dppetent
of more; in o much, that asthe obje€t never wants
freth glances of admiration , f& our Mind is never
deftiture of an eagerncs for comprehending and pof-
fefling of whatever is, admirable- in is. ‘
. And there being: three chicf means now extant in
the. World, which, as by {a many liacs, feem to tend:
to.the fame Center ; namely, the Jewifh, the Chri-
ftian, and the Mahwmetan perfivafion, I confequently
prefumed to dive nto their. foveral Trushs and-advan-
tages. ‘
.. What

The Converted Jew.

- What the Chair of Mofes could afford, therewith 1
was ffficiently acquainted, and indeed thought my
felf to be in pafleflion of Truth ; whether by preju-
dice, or that ‘the . pwo abovementioned profc(ﬁoqs
themfelves did acknowledge God to be our Lawgi-
ver, In the Mabumeten Religion, I could find no-
thing of fenfe eorreafon, and Authority as little as
both, except whercin they agree i the Mofaick and
Moral Law: Efpeejally, 1did want amongft them,
the fullfilling of Promifcs, the chicfeft Faith and Hope
of Ifrael. Thus looking back to the Chriftians, where
I perceived the fulfilling of Promifcs pretended (as 1
then thought) the affertion of a Meffiah come, the
Covenant urged, the holy Caqon of Scripture recci-
ved ; confidering alfo their Dolirine, Sobricty of Life,
and skill in all fort of Languages and Learning ; I was
perfwaded into a better belief of them yhan befors.
My way therefore. was firlt to compare Dotltrine
with Dottrine, Prediftions with Events, a_gd the na-
ture of Promifes with their being accomplifhed, and
then, to make my Applications (though hidden, for
fear of the Jews) to fome Divines, by their affiftance
to be better informed in the concern of my Souls Sal-
vation. T ;

After {fundry Conferences and Dehates, -over-ruled
by reafon and evidence of Arguments,by the cooperas
ting Grace of GOD, Tat lait did yicld ¢o Chriftian
Truths, and concluded wighin me, that their Way
(waving the deplorable animaofitiss, which after 2 likg
magnes 1, found to haye been amonght the Jows of
old) ,was . the furctlimuans, in order. &0 the obtaining
of 2 bleffed Bnd ; i canfideration, that G OR can+
not be cajoyed as gn end of our Happmci,s, upjefs by
what he is pleafed to prefpribe in his {averal Difpen-
fations, ., oo ool e st

T : Ba I. Where-

‘
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The Converted Jew.

1. Whereupon in the fir# place, T confidered the
Promifes of GO D concerning the King MESSI1AS
(by whom only we hope to be faved, Pfal. 2, 12.) his
coming, into the World.  And hicre that notable paf-
fage ot Gen. 49-10. prefented it felf, in the ver
Front; ®2''J1y 1737 192 ppAm ATin 930 101 &
ooy napt 2w The Rod (or Seeprer) fball not de-
pars from Juda, nor the Lawgiver from betwcen bis feet,
intil Shiloh come 5 and 10 bim fball the obedience of the
people be.  And pray, let any unbyafled Jew anfiwer
‘me (they all agrecing. that by this Shiloh, is to be
underftod the Meffiah) When this Rod or Seepter (be-
caufe 2w figoificth both : and cuftom declares it to
be fo, by the diverfity of imperial Enfigns; as the
Scepter of Ahafuerns and the Roman fafces, Rods) de-

arted from Jude (xgl iogw {0 called, and then re-
duced to two Tribes and a half) together with the
Latwgiver, if not at the coming of Jefus of Nazareth?
Por Llerod the Tetrarch of Galilee, was a Gentile, and
the Roman Esgle (the Enfign of that Nation) had
foread its Wings over all %:dm, aceording to the
threatning Predition, Dent, 28. 49. (in cafe of dit
obedience.) ‘The LORD - fhall bring a Nation
againft thee from far, from the end of the Earth, fly-
ing, "W asan Eagle, a Nation whofe Tongue thou
{halt not underftand ; thereby meaning the Romans
(for the Jews underftood Syriack and Chaldaick, and
likewile Hebrew, as in the cafe of Rabbeka) who
both over-ruled, and uttecly overthrew them, in fuch
a manner, that Jofephus their Chronologer; can fcarce-
ly touch any notable paffage in his Hisfory, particu-
larly in reference to Jerufalem's deltruétion, the Me-
tropolis of the Land, and the Scat of the King and
the Lawgiver, whercin the event fhould not be an-
fwerable to the Predition, from . 49. to 57. - All
' whieh,

The Converted Jew.

which, although it did happen after Chrif¥’s Afcen-
fion ; yet the fooling of the Romans in Canaan before
it, and the Jews being deprived of a formal Scepter
(though a material onc is faid to have hung in the
Sanhedrim) was an antecedent to this Cataftrophe.
The confideration whereof did extort from a_Jewifh
Rabbi (as I remember I have read it) this Confefli-
on ; that cither GOD for their fins did retard che
coming of theKing MefMiah, or elfe, if he was come,
there could be none elfc but this Jefus of Nazareth,
in whom Chriftians believed. Morcover, ’tis worthy
any Man’s curious obfervation, when it is faid ; That
10 him [ball be the obedierce of the peaple; as viz. in op-
pofition to Juds, who fwayd his Scepter over a Na-
tional people, whereas Shiloh was to do it over the
Univerfe, which our Poland ‘Tranflation feems to
have aimed at, when it renders thel¢ words, by, 7ems
bedzie oddane poflufzenffwo narodaw, i. . to him fhall be
NB. delivered the obedicnce of Nations ; as if it
were by fucceeding to his bodily Anceftors (for it is
¢vident, that our Lord fprang out of Fuda, Hebr.7.
14.) in the Throne which was to be of larger extent
than theirs. The Englifb Bible hath it , 0 hims fball
be the gathering of the people ; 1 believe, following Rabbi
Sslom, who makes the Radix of nip*, to be not
> but mnp, which alfo is emphatick and figoili-
cant; for as all Chrittians do obey the LORD
JESVS,. fo all the Churches over the Univerfe arc
gathered unto himas their piritual Prince, who rules
over them with a more or lefs influence of grace, un-
til the fullne®s of all. The Jewifh cxception again{t
this place, in taking vaY for a Rod of punifhment,
is cafily evinced , by the adjoining words ; the Law-
giver f!om between bis feet, they having no Lawgiver
at prefent, : \

. In
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"The Converted Jew.

In the pex¢ place, offer’d it felf, .th,at,ot: Danief cap.
9. gzlsgrcythat} the Prophet forceells the time of Mef-
fiah bis entring into the World, the Rabbics do uni-
verfally allow.  Now there we find :he rcﬂr@wq of
time, from the Propheey to the fulfilling of if, tied
to YW VA feventy Wecks :  which -hcmg. to
be underitood pxophctically, dcxxgtc feventy Mo
Weeks of Years, that is, feventy /‘tme'ﬁ‘wﬂ. Making
therefore a dedu€tien from the Captivity of Bnlzylau,
to the deftruion of the Temple, we fhall find cx-
atly 70 Weeks of Years: The Captivity lafted 70
Years, and the fecond Temple 420, which added,
makas 49o. S0, that this Prophecy is an invincible
Argument , for the Mefliah being come about the
time, unlefs we arg willing to argue the Spirit of God
tobe falfe. Now, did not Fefus of Nazareth come
about that sime ? whom, if the Jews are not willing
to acknowledge for the forcrold Meffial, let them
produce anather. And though there might be, (as
there are) fome wranglings about the pundilioes of
time ;. yet that muf} prove a forry fhift; The que-
{tion being not, whcchcq the promifed chd fhould
nat appear abont fuch a time, but whether it fhould
come after the cxpiration of it & ar, after the Defolatar
coming with his abominable Army (even at the con-
{ummation of the determined time) Aad pourcd out

defolation upon them that were to be defolated ¢
«Q.27. .
D“Zn?i t)Zis, leads me to the third confideration of
Hagggi 2.7. where the LOR D promifeth, thatin
the (mer /af Temple thould appear the defire i{ all
Nations (10.be ruled over, Gen. 49.) which the Rab-
bies ‘themfcives expound of the Meffiah, comparing

it wigh the other place, The Lard will appear in his

'l}fﬂple, Mal. 3. 1. whereby the glory of -t;h{i}sml:ll(fl

The Coverted Few.

“fhould by many degrees furmouny that of Silmin’s.
-And indeed, if we confider, How that befides the in-
feriority of the flrulture of this, in comparifon to the
magnificence and tupendous riches of ehe former,
there were waating Urém and Thummim, the Ark, the
Tables of the Law , the Manna, the Rod of Aarom,
the Fire from Heaven, immediate Revelation, over-
‘fhadowing of the Cloud of Majelty, ée. what other
reafon is there to think, or to believe, that this laft
"Femple fhould exceed in glory the firft, unlefs the
appearance of him in it, whois the LORD of Sit.
ver, of Gold, of all Riches, and the Univerfe ; cven
of Meffias the King ¢ And in that appeared Fefms of
Naxareth, the fuppofed then, and now defervedly be-

lieved Meffiah; after whofe rejeltion, defohtion
came upen the place, without any hopes of its being

rebuilt again, at leaft for former ufes (though Fulian

the Apoftate boldly ventured it) fince that Vifion and

Prophecy were to be feal’d up (chat is, never to ape

pear again) wv. 24. and Sacrifice with oblation te

ceafe, v. 27, inftead whercof, everlafting righteouf:

nefs was to be inftalled.

Then T went to the place of the promifed Meffias,
his Nativity, whichisclearly exprefled in Micah . 2.
But thow Bethichem Ephratals, though thow be amongf? the
leaft of the thoufands of Tudah, yet out of thee fhall come
Sorth unto me AU VI TWA? thatis, to e rhe
RULER inlfrael: nbofe goings forth have becn from
old, from everlafting. By this 2wvd Mofhel, the Jews
of old underftood none bur Meflias, in {o-much, that
when Herod-did hear the promifed King.of the Jows
was born, and prefently being inquifitive wheve thic
placc of his Bivth fhould be, for refolution, had this
very farhe faying, quoted by the chief Priclts and

Seribes of the people, us isto be feenin- Map, 2. ¥,~-6.

But




The Converted Jew.

But now ’tis notorioufly known, that that Bethlehems
of Ephratab, at which the Prophet divinely mfgnrm}
did then point, doth now lic 1 duft and afhes; fo
that it muft of neceffity follow, the }’rom_n(c was‘full.
Glled, when that place was as yet in being, clfc the
Predifion was a Yable. We do .rc.ad lqdccd, that
Hieyom, the old Father of the Chnﬂ'mn Church, had
“once his Station at Beshichen (which the Jews do
urge) but, befides that the name was only lefe an:]
the Town quite demolifhed, as this fame Father doth
acknowledge, when he tells us of fome {inall Cotta-
ges there erefted ; tis for certain, that now, there is
neither fign nor refemblance, no nor the name of the
City left; the Saracens, or vather Hagarens, having
Jaid it in afkes 3 and yet the Ruler, or the Govarnour,
was to be born there They have another fhift 10
except againtl this place, viz. That by swn s hj’}rc
sot to be underftood a Rukr, but a Parable, or a By-
word.  Which tobea wretched clufion, the context
cvinces 5 fince that, he who is here called Mofbely
was to ffand, and to feed in the ftrength of the LORD,
in the majefty of the LORD his GOD, and was
to be great unto the ends of the Earth, v, 4. which
can by no means be attributed to @ {’ar.fble, that being
an accident. Not to fay, that their Forcfathers the
LXX. interpret it foas we do, and as it ought, by
Fyper@., a Governonr, or a Ruler; and according-
ly Matthew in the forcquoted place, Matth. 2.
IT. Thus being fatistied about the time and place
of Mefliab his coming, 1 next CO'nﬁdCl'Cd.the manner 3
and knowing what Chriftians did aver 1n that point,
I prefumed to look back to the Prophecies. Here 1
ntight have a2 large Field to cxpatiate 1nto, and not
unpleafant t0 the Reader; yet not intending this

Proam for aTreatife, and haftening to the dit‘playingf
o 9

The Converted Jew.

of the Covenant (though that alfo will be compendi-
ous.) I fhall only touch the chicf paflages, interwo-
ven with fuitable obfervations thereunto.

*Tis therefore to be noted, that itis a Maxim a-
mongft the Jews, That every Promifc of GOD
ought to be confidered as it was pronounced at firlt,
without further additions or limitations following in
procefs of time ; thefé having a collatcral tendcucy
to the fame exd, which yer muft take effet in that
fame implicity, as it hath been held forth in the firft
Promife,

But it is agreed on all fides, that Gen. 3. 15. after
the fall of 4dwm, the Meffiah was promifed in thefe
words ; 1 will put an enmity besween thee and the Wo-
man , and between thy Seed and her Seed : i [ball buife
shy head, and thou fbals bruife his heel. Now thefe do
reprefent him to Us as a feed of a Woman,, there be-
ing no mention made of a Man. And this was the firft
promifé made of a Womans Seed before fhe had known
Man Gen.4.1.Which,though it was reiterated todbram,
who thercupon was call’d Abrahams, and Sarai, Sarah,
themt (as the Cabalifts tell us) being taken out of
the Tetragrammaton , and added to both their names,
as well for confirming God’s Covenant, as to {hew,
they were equal fharers in the benefit and conveyance
of the promife, Ges. 17. 5, - 16. (upon which the
infpired Apoftle comments moft fignificantly, Gal. 3.
15, &) though likewife this Seed be called ehe Rod
out of the ftem of Feffe, Efay 11. 12. yet they were
only as fo many Channels, from which fhould at laft
iffuc forth a Woman to compleat the promife of the
Sced ¢ or as fo many holy Predeccffors of that Prrginy:
which was to conceive and bear a Son, whofé name
fhould be “wnuny Jmmansel , Efay 7. 14. purfuant
to the promif¢ made in Paradife, then-fbut, and’

ever




The Converted Jew.

ever Mhutafter. ‘This manner of Meffias his Birth,
is expreffed in Jer. 31, 22. The LORD hath creatd
a new hing in the Earth, o Woman fbal compafs
+Man. And if we will lift to Cabalitical Myfteries
(who averr, that on every letter of the holy Word,
hung - Mountaigs or Rocks of concealed Myfteries,
which being ftruck at by refined reafon, as a Hammer,
and by Grace asi a hand, do yie}d an infinite number
of Sparks, tending to the illuminating of our under-
flaindings.).. We may have a pleafant obfervation in
the paffage of Efay g. 7. Where the Mefliah, being
iatroduced as if hié had appear’d already, is invefted
with thefollowing Attribute; D782 FRN N7
e, MIMA 7Y RO YR IR In order to the in-
creafe of his Dominion dnd Peace, whereof there will
benoend, he fhall fit upon the Throne of Davidyand
upon his Kingdom, €. Where in the word MDY
le Marbe, n.is final, (=) in the middle,. again(t the
gaturc'of Orthography in that Language. The paf-
fage.is on all fides allowed to be a Prophecy of the
Meffiali to come:  But the reafon of this extraordina-
ny placing of T final, is in queftion. What Petrus
Gialatinus faith concerning it, we will refer the Rea-
der to i his b, 4. ¢. 19. de Aro. Cath, ver, Andas for
the: Maforab, though that be for the rcading of this
word'with an open Mem (B) yet it gives no reafon:
and a fphalma it could not be, for that it doth not pre-
judiec the fenfe : the continued cxemplarics (befides)
from the Autograph to this day, retaining the fame
Charafter. Let therefore a fober and pious Chriftian
Reader give me leave to explain this = Caballifti-
cally. In the fir/t place, the letter confidered nume-
rically,. imports 60o. Now, from this Predition, to
the coming of Meffiah, even the Lord Jefus, are 600
years compleat.  And, from heneeforth (as if the Pro-
g phet

The Converted Few.

phet hatl refleéted upbn his myfterious A=) the
increafe of the Kingdom of Meffish wastobe, 4. e
at the ewd of Goo years feqm his predi&ion, thence,
to continue [or ever : and 10 fpread it flf over all
Nations : (the dmerefe)- not only over National Ifael.
In the mexs place, this = inay be taken figuratively
denoting, that thepromifed Child andtheSon fhould
be born of a Virgin (the Prophet, having in another
place depofited the fame in exprefs terms) that had
not intecfer’d with-aMan 5 the =2 being clofe.
From all this, it appears, hat the promifed Mef-
fiah was to be born of a Pirginy the,wuth, whercof
appear’d in the event, o uncontroulable, that befides
the Authority of the Holy Ghoft, Marth. 2. and all
ancient Founders of the Clriftian Church, fome of
the Rabbies have it upon Record 3 though not with-
out blafphemous afperfions. e
TII, Next to this, I fcarch’d into thie Nature:of the
promifed Sced; who that he fhould bea M AN, was
certain , but. I found him alfo- called GOR;ia.the
holy Writ, efpecially by the moft. venerable name
mwvh FEHOV A, wheroon I will at prefent folely in-
fift, not willing to cxpatiate in a conceru, of it felf

n

requining a Volume; and which,, this only inffamccis - -
able to evince. The Jaws call thib amgon o Svkem

hamphorafh, 2 INVIm W & proper effential name
of GOD ; if {oythen it being arwributed to Mefliab,
he muft properly and effeatially be GOD. i Aad that
the Meffiah is calied not only the mwghty GOD, the
everlafting f3ther, Efay g.6:whof¢ gaidgstorth aredrom
everlafting, Micah s. 2. but alfo fehostd, 35 manifelt
out of Jer. 23. 6. And £his is. the,name avhereby Dhe
fhall bc called THE LORD (in the Hebrew. it is
M) OUR RIGHTLEO USNES, niwhich

-paflage, Ifindinthe Book call’d dékanien Qiati- 2ug-28-

C 2 This




iz

The Converted. Jew.

"This Rabbinical Comment, which may tend to their
own convidtion WpTp M NWOR LW N3 RN
TR DY I 7Y U PSR MWW 7R WEOR I
;.}_-;;wﬂ’r.:w): That s, the Scripture calls the name of
Mefial  (Fehova tzidkenn) the LORD our: Righte-
oufnefs, becaule the :Mediator is ‘to be GOD, by
whofe hands we are to_obtair Righteoufnefs from
God himfelf, and therefore it calls him by the name,
m.

And by this, and the like names and propricties,
attributed to the Meffiah.in the Old Teftament, I was
fully convinced of his Godhead. Thence refletting vp:
on Chrift's Miracles of a meer fupernatural Power, I
could not but fatisfie my felf in that point alfo, that
the was the fame that was to come. .

" All this while, admiring the Divine goodnefs and
wifdom, I was invited to glorilic his holy name, for
that he was pleafed to open my Eyes, and to fhew
‘me the tric path of Salvation ; that being vefcued
fromi the power of Sathan , - I had been admitted to
“the hope of enjoying him for ever, according to his
holy Covenant, under which T now found my. fclf
'com;)relxcndccl.

GOD'S €01 - And-now as for the.COVE NAN ‘I’S._of GOD,

VENANT. ..

swilling fhortly to handle the mattér, we will in'the
Sfirft places confider the:Notion of the nane. In He-
brew-itis called m3 from 772 he hath chofen, for
that perfonsand conditions arc chofen in a Covenant,
which-word, in the Englifh, procecds from Convening
ot agreeing on: fuch Articles as ar¢ liked by them that
aré:upon a Ireaty. - L Lo
‘Next we will confider the notion of . the thing it
felf. And thus, itis taken (1.) in 4 large fence ; when
it doth import as much as a Commandment ; as for
‘Bxamiple-(to pas by other paffages for fhortnefs ﬁxk;;b)
PRLI - ‘J() .

" The Converted Jew.

Sofb. 7. 11. Ifraet hath finned, and they have alfo
tranfgreffed my Covenant, which 1 commanded them;
for they have taken of the accurfed thing, &e.and 15.
becaufe he hath tranfgreffed the Covemant of the
LORD: This(ovenant was nothing but 2 Command-
ment under a 00 Jof. 6. 17,18. Oritis taken (fe-
condly) ina more firit fenfe, only for a. promife of
GOD, without any intervening conditions , as for
Txample, Gen. 9. 9. Behold (faying to Noab) with
you and with your S:ed after you, and with every
living Creature thatis with you, &e. I will cftablifh
my Covenant,&c. W here that by this Covenant is un-
derftood only a promife of GOD, is manifeft, not
only for that there was no (tipulation, neither cxprefs
nor implicit, but that the benefit thereof extended it
feIf to the very Bealts, without any regard of Souls
Immortal. Or laply, it is taken in the Jprictest fenle,
for the Covenant (as itis commonly calld) of Grace,
eftablifhed in the promifed Seed, under the condition
of Faith and Repentance, as was that, which GOD
uttered to Abrabam, Gen. 15, 17. Gal. 3. 17.

Thus baving fhortly cxplain’d the feveral accepti-
ons and meaning of the word Covenant, my poflition
is, That" GO D never entred upon a Covenant (as
the word is duly to be taken) with Man, but the
Covenant of Grace in Chrift. ~ So that all other pal-
fages, wherein the word Covenant is found, do inti-
mate cither a Cosmandment, or clfe a Promife, with-
out any ftipulation of the parties concern’d ; excepe
that of Sinai, which, by reafon of its ratihabition,
changed the Scene of G 0D’ purpofe and pro-
pofal.

There is therefore no Covenant of Nature ; for that
none was made before the Fall, and after it, nonc
could be made. The Tranfation, that paffed be-

tween
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eween GOD and Adam in Eden , Gen. 2. ‘was a
meer Santtion onGod’s fide, whereunto Adam was ob-
liged to liften by nature, which as yet uncorrupted,
was able to perform what was enjoined. We find
indeed a faying in Hofea 6. 7. They have tranfgrefied
the Covenant e as Adam.  But, it Adam {hould
liere be taken for the Protoplaft, m=a Covenant, muft
be taken in a large fenfc for a Commandment :
However, 'tis agreed upon by the learned and skilled
in the Hebrew, that ddam is taken here fora noun
common, that is for every Mortal, accotding to fe-
veral Tranflations, in particular the Englifh; But
they, like Men, have tranfgrelled my Covenant : The
Poland tranflation (that of my native {oil) takes the
word adje@tively, for human, they have tranfgrefied
my Covenant, asa human, or asa Man's Covenant,
ot as if it had been of Divine Authority ; wherein
a2 they have dealt difloyally againft me. "To thele
and the like interprerations (which arc not againit
the Analogy of Faith.) T willadd one, which 1 deem
the moft grammatical and fignificant, 2383 DM
ma 1y And they, as one Man, tranigrefled the Co-
venant. ‘That is, they were fo unanimous to break
the L O R DS Inftitution and Will, that in the pro-
fecuting of their finful and rebellious Enterprize, all
of them were as oz Man =2, Thus the doubt be-
ing clear’d, and we having fhewed that dam is here
taken appellatively, T proceed.

If there had beenany (ovenant of Nature, the Hea-
thens had been under fome Covenant , for that fuch
like conditions, as this Covenant might have had, (if
ever it could have been) were written in their hearts,
Rom. 2. 15. yetthe Apoftle calls them ftrangers from
the Covenants of Promife, Eph. 2. 12. From the Co-
wenants in the plural, as pointing at that which was

' uttered
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uttered to Abrabam, and, that of Sizai grounded by
the ralh ratifying of the Jews in fome meafure, upon
the Law of Nature (though not with a difannulling of
the promife) the like whereof we never read to have
been done by the Heathens.

Which leads us to another confideration, about the
impofTibility of fuch a (vvenant as that of Naturc ;
for that, neither the Juftice of God will permit, that
fuch conditions as the Law of Nature containeth,
fhould in a Covenanting way, be propofed to Man,
after the fall of the firlt; noris Man able to perform
them : and Grace without Chrift, hath nothing to
do in mcer naturals : yea, though general Grace may
extend it felf to the Heathens, yet, neither that
(fpeaking ftri&ly) can be admitted to the retinue of
a Covenant of Nature, ftanding on the bottom of felf~
poffibilicy.

At laft, fince whereever an Arithmetical propor-
tion is obferved, betwixt the tranfatting parties that
are unequaly there can be no Covenant ; and, if there
could, fuch a commenfuration cannot be expeéted
after the fall ; it follows, there was not, nor is not,
vea cannot beany Covenant of Nature.

To make here a long haranguc,about the difference
between the arithmetical and geometrical proportion,
as it doth not belong to my Province , fo it would
prove tedious to the Reader.  Yetleft I fhould meer
with fome not unwilling to underftand me, waving
feveral niceties about it, I will give a tafte : Arith-
metical proportion is, when the Medius terminus is
cqually * diftant from both extreams : Geometrical,
when it is liker and ncarer to one of the extreams
than to the other. Thence, to diffributive Juftice
is allotted Medium Geometricum ; to the communitative,
And' this commutative Juftice is

when

'




The Converted Jew.

when'an equal proportion is obferved between giving
and receiving, between the merit and reward, be-
tween the injun&tion and the performance. But pray
now, where is there a perfon, after the fall of Adam,
that fhould be able to draw this Radix cqually diftant
from, and equally commenfurate to the mjoining and
the performing party. And if, at the beft, ic could
at any time be found, yet what fhould the upfhot of
it be in reference to a reward, except that we are un-
profitable Scrvants, wc have done that which was
our duty to do. And what is it Man is fuppofed to
liave done? When ye have done A/, Luc. 17. 10,
Now, as this All, cannot be donc hy a Man in the
State of Sin 5 {0 if it had been done in the State of
lnnocency, it had been but a duty, tending to no morc
than anroﬁmblemf;, and therefore not a Refultof a
Covenant, which, as tous, hath always a proportion
Geometrical, as being grounded upon diftributive Ju-
ftice, 2 Tim. 4.8. by Grace purchafed for us, through
the fatisfaction of an equal in Nature, even by Chrift
Covenanting for us with the Father.

Here it may be, fome will fay,that by this aflertion,
and a kind of a Paradox, I bereave GOD of the
power of exacting due obedience to his Law from,
and feem to have little regard of the tranfmiffion of
original Sin, to the Pofterity of Adam.

Anfwer. Not in the leaft. For, fuppofe a Mo-
narch {hould beftow on his Subjeét a Feud for him-
{elf and his Pofterity after him, as a mcer token of
his bounty towards his new Creature ; it this firft
PFeudatary fhould break his Allegiance to his Prince,
he would doubtlefs involve his Pofterity in the fame
difadvantages he fele, meerly by not being trufty to
his charge, and would tranfmit to them, by genera-

he himfelt
was

tion and imputation, the fame ignominy,
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was branded with for his difohedience, though no
fuch thing as:a Covepant had intercurr’d, and there-
fore could not be broken; Allegiance being natural,
and fufficient to keep a Subjet within the bonds of
obligation, without a fupervenient pattiom, which (in
our cafe) cannot be made but amongft equals, where
the {tipulating party is not obliged to any perform.
ance whatloever, but by free condefcenfion, only for
the benefit of others.

And as for the right of God to exaét due obedience
to his law at the hands of Adam’s Pofterity , though
there intervened no Covenant, it ftill remains inviola-
ble. For though they cannot be tied to the perform-

ance of that Sanétion; Of every sree, &c. Gen. 3. 16.

having in their 7oot tranfgreffed it, and forfeited the
title to thesr happinefs 5 yet, they can be tied to the
moral Law, written in the hearts of Men, by the Au-
thor of their Lives, not having forfeited their Narure ;
by which they owe Allegiance to their Maker ; who
as fuch , hath right to exalt due Obedience to his
Commandments, without a paction. And to obviate
all exceptions, 'tis to be confidered, That though all
the Precepts of meer Morality, may appear to be vio-
lated by Adam in the tranfgreffion of this Sanétion,
yet the moral Law might have been, and, been ci-
ther kept or violated, wichout {uch a fupervening San-
Qion added to the Moral Law, for Man’s trial and
final Conviction.

And let nonc fulpeét, that here 1 do fhake hands
with the Socinians , becaufe they likewilc deay the
Covenant of Nature. For befides that, T do liere ac-
knowledge the Son’s cocllentiality with the Father,
particular grace after the Fall, meritorious Redempti-
on, fatisfaftion for fin in our ffead ; Tuftification by

Faith taken relatively, ¢ All which cvert Socinia-
' D nifn:
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nifin.  We differ in the ends of our Pofitions. They
do it to make' tdars fubjelt to moreality in the very
ftate of Jnnocence, 83 to a tonfequence of ‘eer na-
e’ (which I exprefly deteft fomewhat lower,) 1
again doit, to cxrol the wifdom and goodnef$ of
God 3 who not willing to create Man for a meer ter-
reftriul Lite, ner ground his bappine(s on his failey
and foreknowing lie would fin, and offtnd his ]uﬁicc’
found out means to bring him to the fruition of him-
felf in Heaven : to purchafe for him perfeverance
to atone his own Jultice by a Coverant made with his
Son, w!nch being Everlafting, no other conld be made
on God’s fide, that thercby allthe glory, and the rife
of itas well as the accomplifhing , might be attribu-
tqd only to him, who tenders Grace for Grace, that
his Heavenly gifts to Men, for a gracious or free Co-
Venant, folfilled by the Son, in order to Mens Salva-
tion.

And-now cmerges the adorable myftery of -
venant of Grace, the {ole 'tmn{:'zﬂion},] wh}i,ch ‘ngt'co?\?y
by way of excellency , but abfolutely canchallenge
the name of a Covenane. A myltery .which the An-
gels dcfire to look into, 1 Pet. 1. 12. A Myfer
whofé dimenfions are unfcarchable, Rom. 11. 33, }X
Myftery, without ‘controverfic great, 1 Tim. 3, 16,
The tenour whereof, was by the myftical King and
Prophet David. delivered in Pfal. g4e. 5, 6,77, 8.
Thy thonghts ({peaking in the Spirit of Clriff, 'and
them he Covenanted for.)  Thy thoughts (NB,.) t0-
wards us, cannot éq veckamed np nnto thee, in order. If T
would declare and [peak of them, they are move than can be
numbrcd,  Swcrifice and offering thow didft not defire, mine
Ears haft thou pievced : byrnoffeyings and fin-offerings
haft thou wot reg:’i:ed. Then faid I, Lo, I come : in the
Volume of the Book it is writtenof me, 1 delight to do thy
will,
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will, Q wy God, thy lw is within my beart, &S Which
eminent and myfterious paflago:s: tha, Apoftie. peris
phraftically explains, Hebr. 10, 5. dre. Wheretore,
when he comes into the World, he faith, Sacrifice and
offeving thow wouldfh not, bus 4 body thau haft prepared me.
T burme-offerings and facrifices for finy - thow padft no plea,
fuxe : Then faid 1, Loy 1 come (in the beginwing Lon.
wpenidt Bifais, GeN. 3,18 1. of the Bovk i is.pritven
of me) to do thy will , O God. ~ Abeve, when he had
faid ; Sucrifice, and offering and burni-offerings , and
that for fin, thos wosldst at, ncither. badft thow pleafure.
in them’ (which are offered by the Law) \then faid ey
Lo, [ cometo do thy wéll, 0.Ged: T
Cliriftian Reader ! Fhiis is the Key, let’s now opsp
the Clofer of Myftery, and by alliftance of the Bver-
lafting Truth , find out the hidden treafyres of God's

counfel about vs. R o
But firlt, give me feawe to cleay the Text. The
words in the Pfalm feem to.differ from theft in the
Epiftle to the Hebrews , in that particular. pailage,
whereon we lay the firefs of our affertion ; viz. In
the Hebrew it founds 2 W13 T which the Englifh
and other Tranflators do reader, Thou baft apewed. {0
pierced) my Ears; andin Groek again, sopg & xglp
wiow pgt, 4 body haft thow prepared (or flsted) we: which
feem to be quite differing things. But, towards the
unfolding of it (1.) The Author to the Hebrews (St.
Paul) in quoting the Pfalmift, did follow the LXX.
who were Jews, and underftood the Hebrew phrgﬂ:,
whether proper or improper : thercfore, notwith-
ftanding the words may feem to jar with each other;
there is yet a Harmony in the {enfc, whether (22
We do Jook upon the word ™35 which proceeding
from A3, denoteth not.only 1o pierce, but alfb to pre:
pare ; in which latter fance the LXX. having taken it
o D2 rendred
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rehdred W Ears by body, ¢r Metonymiam adjuntti s
ov elfe-(3:) upon the Ze; /u)bjfmm,' »the-jmyﬂ'i‘ealsjmca'l‘i-‘*
ing involved in this Veil, which the LXX. mighe allo
have hinted at. - For the piercing, or boring the Far
with an Awl, wasof Mofaical Inftitution, for fuch
Ifraelites, Who having ferved fix Years with their Bre-
thren Maffers, were yvilling to continue in that flate
of fervitude, till Deach had freed them, Dent.17. 16
17. By which picrcing of an Ear, the Iffaclite Scrvant
took upon him, as it were a new political body, where-
of, being thus inaugurated, he could ‘not be divefted
till the period of his Earthly Life. 8o that this is the
true realon why the LXX. and greater than them, the
Apoftle, as being the immediate Penman of the Holy
Ghoft, rendred the word N3 by firred and 2w
Metonymically by body; efpecially, the promifed Mr///':
b, not only taking upon him the feed of Abraham
Hebr.2. 16. Ins the [%ape of & fervans, Phil.2. 7. \vhcncé
he is called' a righteons [ervant, Tai, 53. 11. with all
due attendance to the Word of God, piercing his fiars
to preach righteouficfs, Pfal, 40. 9. but bciné? alfo
the Word , which becoming flefh, Job, 1. 14. had
picrced them ¢ To pafs by the myftery, taken from
Jix years labour, and an entrance upon fervitude at the
beginning of the fewenth ;, to denote the time of Ged’s
Promife concerning the Seed, Gen. 2. at the hrink of
the feventh day, when God having put an end to the
work of Creation , refled upon that of Redemption
glrouglxlthc agrlccrrx‘lcnt off ]llis righteous (crvant, in or-
er to the purchaling of that reft, whic inc
to the people of God, ﬁcbr. 4. 9. > Which remaincth
I have, to my finall capacity, clear'd the Text, with
all poffible brevity, not willing to cnlarge upon what
the Holy Ghoft hath by thehand of the boly Apoftle
convey'd to the Church for aTruth. Andthoughl bt’:
not
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not fo far a Pyshegorean, or rather 3 pice (abali#, asto
efpoufe the dumbers for undoubted veritics; yet, when
myftical predi&ions,calculated with event,{uggeft fuch
like obfervations; I judge it an office of everyChriftian,
as well for their own comfort, as t0 invite the curious,
whotm Grace hath endowed with morecritical Wits,in
order to a narrower fearch, to lay hold on them ; no
ways leteing {lip the opportunity of admiring the fu-
pream wifdom, which hath thus liked 4%, innume-
ro,poadere,& menfura, i numberyweight, and meafure.

. Buc pow to the matter. God who is a Being, by
way of Excellency, and by reafon of the infeparable
goodnefs from his Effence, is Communictive, willing
to difplay his Fower and Wifdom, refolved to Create
the World ; over which he thought fit to fet a Re-
Jer as well as a Bebolder.  And becaufe the Univerfe
was to be materialy the Ruler of it wasto participate
of mattex :. But moreover, for the contgmplating of its
decency and order, hewasto he indued with 2 Mind,
able to admire and tc adore the fuprcam Architefd,
x (or. 6. 20. whom, as he could not fuppofe corpo-
real, at leatl for the immenfiey of his unfupported
Work, fob 38.6. fo he could not apprehend him as
fuch, without having fomething of immateriality
within him. 'This Ruler therefore, wasto be M A N,
and to be created after the Image of his Maker, Gex.
1. and to .confift of Body and Soul, Gen.2.7. He
was to live for ever by the natural means of the Tree
of Life, which was able to continue his vigour, un-
der God, iffo behe would ftand to his prefeript ¢ nor
was any confequence of Nature able to ufher death
upon him , whillt obedient, elfe deftrution fhould
accoft him, and he perifh, Gen.2.17. But again, as
his goodnefs would, and his rower could accomplifh,
fo his wifdom, that knew how t0 contrive the p_rca

je
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jeCt (lognibhor buithdris Word).dick forefée the. flexiblos

el dnd frailty of. the maeriatpare of Maa,' by 8 na
tural dift to things oriing, tveb forbiddeny J4. 1.
i<. and that the Boul, which was to reftrain
tlie body anid its fenfitive CAppetites o fhoullc} by the
fliggeftion of Sathan (Wwho was o fall betore Man)
O{Lll to them', as having a power that it migh siot,
ifot thiat it [Bowld ot Lxoxbitate n 4 finkfs citpaciry of
finming, and theteby draw upon it felfy not only ever-
fafting confuifion, but allo for a punifhment, be, for
¢ht future, fwbjeté to what i€ whs to command ;.yGOD
in his Juftice, "whoft Eyes bfe purcr thai to ‘behold
Sitt, did it his sredeteriination , condemn . Man for
Sin, which he \'\‘ad fareledn 5 and cm_ﬂcquen_tly, ¢on-
¢luding all his Pofterity under the fame guile, Rom.
.9. Gal. 3. 21. condem#’d them alfo for it, Rom.1.8.
By the by, T quote thefc Scripturcs, for that there s
nothing comes 10 pafs in tlme , ‘which hath not been
in the Jdez of GO D, from Ewerlafting. Thus; a
Mati, being ideally come t0 nothiing betore he was
fomething, the fetond perfon of the moft holy Tr:-
aity, ourofa mecr compaffion to {0 noble a Creature,
in the produltion of whom he was - (if T may fay {o)
to be inftitthental, Pfal. 33: 6. Job. 1. 3. enters upon
a Covenant with his Father , and for making an a-
vomement, fince no other facrifice would do, conde-
feends to the taking upon him the humane nagure,
therein to take away theguilt of the future Man;_md
his Potteriry, by offering up his orn felf a Sacritice,
Rom. 2. 2, 24 25, ahd by becoming a Mediator be-
tweeh ‘God dird idan, Gal. 3. 19, 20. The ritificati-
on whereof, on both fides, was grounded wpon e
fame B, Exod 6.3, Rew. 1.8, to which, i yoken
of ‘approbation , the Facher added an Oeth; The
LORD %irh fworn, and will not repent, Thon I'_m [‘;
' rie
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' Prielt for ever, afver she order of Melchizedeck, Plal.110.
4 by two immutable things (vz. his name mm and
‘his vath) to ratifie his acceprauce of that paition, for
the comfort of fuch, who from the Snarcs of Sathaa,
fhould fly #9 i for a refuge. and lay hold of the hope
fer before them, Hebr. 6. 18, And the Sox , on the
other fide, declared his readinefs to ftand to his ftipu-
{ation, by a prefent compliance ; Lo; T:am-to do #4y
will, O GOD, Hebr.10. 9. Hence it proceeded, that
this name A, by the cuftom of the Ifvaelises, was
only once in a yeat, at the day of (Dr()pili/#ian, pro-
nounced by the chief Pricft, at the foleian bleflng of
the peoplc, Numi. 6. 24, 25, Here is the true-order
of the Covenant betwixt God the Father aad his Son
Fefins, in order to our Salvation, o which depends
that Grace whereby we are faved, and the admini-
firation whereof to us in Chrift, is called the Covenant,
by way of excellency ; and, more fignificantly, the
COVENANT of GRACE.

From hence it is, thatit is called the ever/s/fing Co-
wemant (none, in order to the efie@ing of Gods final
purpofé before it, none after i) Hebr. 13. 20. through
the blood of the everlafting Covenant : hence it is, that
the fecond perfon of the Deity is called the lakb flin
from the foundation of the World, wherew ith lie'wasin-
vefted by his forcrunner, Fob. 1. 29. yea: hence it is,
that he is rermed the firfksborn of the dead, Aper. 1. 5.
for that Adam, and allin him, were dead (PMon o)
nor could hope for Life, until the Secd was protnifed
to a dead MOW; who after ‘that, was calléd T the
Mother of ull living 5 as being the primitive Mother
of the LORD of life, and by him, a reftoret of the
plenitude of Angels , fome of which being fatlen and
dead in trefpuf3, upon Mans creation, that was ¥o re-
crute the number,drew him and embroyl’d him i;l the
co ame
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fame crime they were gul
ne crime they W guilty off, and made him de:
:ls)l(o. Which again was adumbrated in lﬁaé:n ;l::i
IJZ "(:'rbog‘;ge, out o‘t{ S/;ml;, when her Worr’ md, Ar’ml:
s body were dea , Rom. 4. 19. 0on whi int de-
::lo(;lizx{atwc‘ly mgﬂlsé fthc cnligh}mcd Apl(l)cﬁhlé) og:ldl;
clears it , Ephef. 2. 6. God , whe ve were
dead in fins, hath guickned vs : N B:' tagd;:::‘r r:;f/; (t"/;ir'j
in our fielt and {econd refurreCtion : adding imin L;{
AIC;YI; B)]' (11{( ACE you are. [aved. e
wus the LORD, cuts oft all cccafion of b
. Th C of boaft-
ing; &md therctore , would never entcr on hi} ?)tvﬁn
%lCCOr , upon a Covenant with a meer Man, for that
;} incxge(;—fl\éa\(\i _cguld n{cvcr draw a parallel to the ju
/ od, by reafon of his mcer natural abilits ]
l();etore the fall, and meer [finfulnefs after it. a'l'l:c;é/t',m,
OD hath fet forth is own SON (by mu(tjlz-ci
:zg:;z:&;i:tl)_a pl_'o/pltlaftioln through Faith in his Bloa:\l-
his righteonfnefs, for the re iffi ins
that are paft through his forb O i
{ oug -forbearance : that he mi
f'e Jujfi and the juffifier of him w hich bclicvctlle; lllll‘lg,[l:t
r:S" zlzm 3. 2§, 26. As therefore there was an aritl-
Iy etica proportion, betwixt the Father and the Son
: E;..twn.(t the claim of God’s Jufticc and Chrift’s (ixtisl‘a.
bl‘on ; fo the purchace of redemption, was, anfw .
a] y to the mutual Covenant, a tic for GOD to jr-
:ﬂ ;:R?i:nsrggfi J\Itll/;’ &133/ )u((}li.t{"y;ng them that laid holt(]
“tisfaltion , difcharging in full the de
x‘:mn%’ afl‘ld by an overplus u[hcring%n Grace ttlébx ;{lh-
enchit of them that were included in this Coven: ;.
,}J{;\e%er condition of Faith and Repentance. An:l“:;fé
R negmer, fhall come to Zion , and unto them that
A:f tom tranfgreffion in Jacob, faith the LOR D
fordf{ﬁgelxgsllclgxeog?'l) dedlres himfelf jutt, in per-
ning romife to “hrift concerni is Sced
(Efay 53. 10) alter redcmption.)  4s fl(l/]rg.n::zh({b';;ﬁ
:  the

‘that is upon thee, _and my. W
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the LORD) shis is my Cogignant with them ; wy [pirit
%ﬁwhs‘ch 1 bave ;ut )‘f"{J thy

oth, [ball #ot depart out ,of’tbjlmaulli, nor ont of the
mouth of thy Jeeds #0" out of themonth of thy feeds [eed,
[aith the LOR Yom l_:emefortlz and for evers tifay
§9. 20, 21+ Here, after the atonciment by Redemp-
‘tion followeth Faith - (my. words, &. Deut. 31. 14
Rom. 10:8 g.) and Repentanse (to them that turs from
tranfgr:lfion: And thence, the relyance of the faith-
ful, on this fatisfaction , is {ynecdoch'\cally calld a
Covenant, Pfak §0:5- comp. With Pfal. 40. 35 before:
a5 fornerimes, (becaufe of the mutual interweaving of
myftical affairs) the whole body of the Church is
‘call’d Churift, 1 Cor.12.32: ’

This Coveriant Was from the beginning of the
Creation, varioufly adumbrated i even to thie Angels,
pefore the Creation of Man (which L modeftly con-
ceive, and fubmit to the cenfure of the Church) when
she morning fEars [ung togeshers and all the Sons of Go
Jhouted for jors Jab 30.7: fecing (by God'’s intimation)
that that Man, who was to be created and affaulted,

ca feduced by the Devil, their former Companion,
1nd now an unhappy Rebel and Encmy, fhould be
refcued by the Son of God their head, and {hould be

brought O that condition (though the manner of it

was hidden to them as yet) they,: under him wete
in. And here the Battel between Mi
Dragon prefents it felf, Apoc. 12 both for the refcu-
ing of the Womat, whom Sathan was to perfecute,
and for maintaining the body of Mafes (viz. the Sa-
crifices typifying Chrift, for the comfort of the Be-
f{icvers , until he came) Jud 9 W hereupon_the
Heavens 1€joise » and they that well in them, Rev.

12. 12 ) . )
From which period,, the fecond perfonof the Deity
: B wis
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wasofren after call’d an Angel of God'y
and-emphatically an Anpel of the Covewgny.
Iwill not be bold, vt i is not againft the analog
of Faith to think, that the Chervbin i
at the entrance of Paradife, afrer Man' banifh
was the fccond perfon of the Deity, by his famin
Sword (his Word, Hebr. 4. 12, |
of all he could prefume of the “earchl
in order to his full rel
which only was the way, the tyuth, and the lite.
After the a&ual fall of Adam,
was reprefented in the promifed Sced, Gen. 3. and
Chrift’s fatisfaltion, in Sacrifices ,; until his ‘coming,
at which, by one offering hie was to perfedt for ever
them that are Jegregated, Hebr., yo. 14. Afterwards it
was intimated to Abraham , with intermixt additions
about the Land of Canaun, Ges. 1. 17.. everywhere
on Man’s fide the conditions of Fatth and Repentance,
(though. under feveral Etymologies) being annexed,
{T'hen it was to be revewed with the Chifdren of Ifrael,
Exod.19.5. and that this ttunfa@ion Thould haye been
a Covenant of Gace in'the promifedMec(liah,appeareth
by Gad’s Meflage to his people ;- If “youwkeep my {ove-
want (that is the fime that was fitcimated to
hamiy according to Dent. 29.'v3.) then yon foall be a pe
onliar pevple, &:c, comp. with ¥ Pe, 2.'9. ‘But what
faith the people to it, They did not proceed fo or.
derly as Abrabam, who believed God’s abititics above
his own , and  # was conned 20 him for vighteonfuefs,
Gen. 15. 6. aftormards manifefting his Faith by walk-
ing before the 1.0 R D, and being perfeét, Ges., 17.
1. but prefently ratifies it by a promife of Self-per-
Formance, Al thas the I.0) RD hath fpoken we wil do,
Exod. 19,8, & 24. 13. placing their Worts afore their
Fasth, and thcirwhfﬂghlt'eohﬁwﬁ ‘bafore that of God

and
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upon the ele&t G RACE, in order to theirSalvation.
And the whole Trat of adminiftring the {ame, after
fuppofed and accepted of {atisfaétion of the Jeavlpwr Gy
is called the Covenant of Grace, (as Chrift, upon
mt is called FAIT Hy Gal. 3. 23)

that fame accot
By Grace you are [aved, throngh Faith, Eph. 2. 8. dnd
of his fisilnefsy bave all we received G R A C E (NB.)

for GRAC E, Joh. 1.6 :
" The benefit whercof derived on Mankind, isin
the firft place Adoption 5 whereby we are declared 10
be the Sons of Gods Joh.1r.12. and joint beirs with Chriff,
Rom. 8. 17. and that, from the foundation of the World,
Tiph. 1. 4,5, 14- manifefted in the fullnefs of time by
taking avey the eurfe of the Law, Gal.4. 4, §:6,7- This
adoption was firft adumbrated in the Children of If=
rael, when G OD delivered them from the bondagg
of Egypt, and called them his Sox, Hofea 11. 1. only
in Chrilt, if the Son therefore make yors freey you [hatl be
free in deed, Joh 8. 36. For which reafon , thisfame-
paifage (though myltically grounded on another) is
applied to our Saviour, Matth. 2. 15 : for that as the
Egyptians weve the firft Encmics of the Ifraclites, that
kept them io pondage and fubjection ; fo Sathan was
the firft Enemy of Mankind , and they in his fervi-
‘eude: out of which they were freed by this Angel of
the Covenant ; whercupois by an intervening {0-
journing of the Ifraclites, and of Chiiftin Egype, and
by their return to Cauatis the Head and the Mem-
bers compoling onc fpiritual Body, are call'd g Son;
T call'd my Son out of Egypt. ~And fuch like Eimperi-
chorefics are often found 10 Scripturc, as for, inftance,
that of JESUS 3 Saul, Sauly Why dof thow perfe-
cute me ? And as this adoption was reprefented in the
Children of Jfrael, {0 it was afterwards extended t0

" all the believing, Rom..$. 23. there being no diffe-
L reNnce,
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rence, 1 Cor. 7.19. And this gives us the confidence
of calling God Abba. ) ' o
Secondly, Fuftification, wherein a Sinoer (in hin-
feIf) is by God the Father proclaimed juft, Rom.4. 5.
upon the feore of Chrift’s fatisfaltion, purtuant to
the Covenant, Ifa. 53.11.  Whercinche firlt condi-
tion of the Covemant, viz. Faith,is a hand applying to
our Souls the merit of our Redeemer, Rom. 3. 24, 25.
and whereby God fhews himfelt jesf, in anding to
his Covenant, after the appealing of his wrath by the
blood of the Mediator ; 1That be might te juft, Rom. 3.
26. and Chrift thews himlclf righeeons, in. pertorming
what was (tpulated for the taking off of Man’s Int-
quitys Myrighteous fervant [ball juftifie many. Where
by ?° By bis kinowledge, ibid. which is believing in him,
Rom. 3. 26. exprefled to the life by theLord, Joh. 17.
3. Aud this is life esernal, that they might know thee,
the only true GO D, and Fefiss Chrift whom thow baft
fent. "T'he whole procefs and accomplifhment where-
of, equally gloriticth the Father and the Son; Father,
the bour (NB.) is come , glorifie thy Son y that thy Son
alfo may glovsfie thee, Joh.17. 1. through the truth,
v.19. kept on both fides, purfuant to the everlafting
paction, v.22,23,24. upon which account G O D the
Father , after Chrift’s Prayer for the ratification of
the approaching Work, is by him called, the Righte-
ons Eather, by which Rightcoufiefs Chrift was raifed
from the dead, Hebr. 13. 20. for our juftification, Romz.

. 25

4 T ?\irdly, T'hence arifeth San&ification; Chrift of
G ODis made unto us fan&ification, 1 Cor. 1. 30.

whereby is uot only underftood the {egregation from

alithings common,but alfo a feparation from all finful

alts by the fpirit of God, 1Cor. 6. 11, 1 Thef]. 4. 354

And here the fecond condition of the Co'uemuét of
. race
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Grace hath place, viz. Repentance, Mark 1.15.

By thisRepentance a Believer becomes a new Crea-
ture, Gal. 6. 15. rencwed in knowledge, afier the image
of him that created him, (o 3. (riot afier him by
whom he was deccived 5 yor fball know.) In righte.
oufnefs and true holinefs, Eph. 4. 23. prefenting for
the blood of the dead and wnreafonable Creatures, a
living Sacrifice, and a reafunable fervice, Rom. 12, 1.
Which works are acceptable to God , upon the fcore
of their being the gifts of GO D, whereof he doth not
repent, Row.11.2g. but as fuch (coronat Dens dona [xa,
son merita noflva) rewards them with a Crown of
Righteoufiefs, 2 T7m. 4.8. according to promife, Jan.
I.12. to fhew himflt a righteons judge by granting
an Equivalent for the purchace of his Son. And here
falls the conceit of meritorioufiefs of Works ; becaufe
they being no ways ours but Chrilt's, and his holy
Spirit’s withinus, can no more of themfelves deferve
Heaven, than they could Redemption, whofe cfieéts
they are, in order to the better fitting of us for that
end (thence via ad regmum, Bern.) for which we werc
pre-ordained by Grace. Thusiall things have their
Offpring from GOD, and through him, cnd in
him , not unlike to the periphery of a Circle (the
molt perfe@ figure, and fuftaining its own felf) end-
ing in the fame point from which it began ; Of him,
through him, o him, arc all chings , to him be glory
for ever, Rom.11. 36.

Fourthly, After the Conditions follow the figns
and feals of the Coventar. In the firfk place Baptifm,
a fign of initiation into the benefit of Chrift’s Death,
Burial, and Refurrc@ion , Rom. 6.3, 4,5. for that
we may put on Chrilt, Gal. 3. 27 and even a5 water,
be united i one Body , until the whole Church, be-
ing by it and the word, fanttified and cleanfed, Eph. 3.

20,27,

gt R T e o S

3




The Converted Jew.
26, 27. we become an aggregate Chrift, 1 Cor. 11,
12. The manner of its adminiftration, I will leave
untoucht,and ftraight proceed to the fecond fign,véz.
the Supper of the Lord ; which, tobe fhort (for I have
alrcady gone beyond the limits of my Province) isa
viGble fign of invifible grace, purchafed by the Sacri-
fice of Chritt, ~which, to our comfort , uugl for.the
fealing up of God's Promifes) it doth cflicacioufly re-
selent tous,  To give an infight into the nature of
i, without launcing into the dolcful Chaos of unnc-
celfary, and {ometimes blafphemous Controverlics a-
pout it, I will only take notice of a paffage amongit
the Jews, which, ifit Thould not clear the doubt, will
et give fome light to the lovers of truth.  "Twas
thercfore, and is now , 2 common Cuftom amongft
the Jews, for the chief of the Family, aficr the eating
of the Pafsover, at their going toreft , t0 take the
Unlcavcned-Brcad,:md o diftribute the fame among/(t
his Houfhold, and after that, Winc, with that nicery,
¢hat not onc crum of the Bread, nor one drop of
Wine, is to be left 5 and this they do in remembrance
of the Sacrifice of the Lamb, and feparately, of its
Body and Blood, having no Temple wherein to of-
fer, as thofe that werc at the fanding of the Temple,
without Jernfalens 5 could not, and this they call
(o ex - Whereupon Chrift the truc Paffover-Lamb,
who was to bear the iniquity of the people, and to
take away the Sacrifice and the oblation by his Death,
following this Rite, snltiguted bis Sacrament, by Bread
and Wine, and call’d ic his Body and Blood, in rcmem-
prance of his Paffion and Death.
" Laftly, Upon this Covenant is grounded our hope
of Refurrection, Chrift himfelf infifts upon it, Math.
22. 31,32, lam the God of Abraham, &c.
HereChuift puts the Sadducces in mind of God’s Co-
venant,

st eSO ot b DAATY WA P .
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venant, Frounded upon his name M, Exod.3. 6,7,
8. For if God be an Elfentiator of Beings, by way of
a Covenant, he cannot call himfelf an Effentiator of
what is devoid of being. If thereforeGod bea Jehova
of Abrabam,&c. it muft beby making them exiftent,
for their upholding of the impreffion of that Covenant,
by which Ae i theirs. If {0, the Patriarchs muft be
{till exiltent after death, fince that after ir, God bears
that denomination in reference to them; a non Entity
not being able to bear the ftamp of an Entity , as a
fhadow or nothing cannot reprefent the lincaments
of aSeal. Hence it proceeded (as we mentioned be-
fore) that at the day of annual propiciation , this
name was thrice (not without a myftery) put upon
Ifrael, Num.6.27. t0 remember them of God's Co-
venant, and their Eternal Welfare.

To which, all [piritual Ifrael, being brought once
at the Confummation of the World, and Chrift ha-
ving finifhed his worls, fhall lay down the Office of
a Mediator , and deliver the Kingdom to his Father,
that then being only confpicuous by his name M
and needing no further Covenanting , he together
with his Father, may begin the period of an Ever-
lafting Sabbath.

FINIS.
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ERRATA.

P Age 4. line 29, add after and, —they, pos. 1.2, for feoling read footing,
7. 18. L 15, add after that, — i5, p. 21, 1, 9. for liked read linked.
As for fome Hebrew Letters, the Ingenious Reader is able 1o perceive the
Miftakes of himfelfy
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