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T.\:~lr11in~ bcill~ c.:clip~\.11)ndc-r "Ll1~' Co,;:-I.;rt of ~C~1(~ ~~r(~l1:~'l~ Igi1Drnncc~ 

.. 

, ' 

f- : ~ 
1 he: . ~. ~ . 

l.'-l\\-S \\'111c11 thCll ~t)\ Cl'"~l·~.1 \Y!..;rc cicTi\'\l frC}111 th{)i~' l~ .. :oplL·, \\ 11ic11 ihl:: 
~ ,. • • (" \ -~ I 1 r-" - . ":r I 1 

1{oiJ'Z<..-7i1X dCC111 cl "./-~){IJ 'ilL:]'! ,;1.'.:', '::~·;:?.:n I;"rOl11 tll~: J-·r(!7ii.-~J·) t....l [J//}.r ~111d 2. _OJll:..Jl7rf!.\':: 

thcRJ!li/(ii! L~l\\- lying bUl'y'cl under tlut l"lldc Cbt7o,] orThin~:~, anJ Con~, 
fuuan of J\bni1ers~ \y hie h even' \i-here :1 ri')C~lr? d ~ t t \1:1 t '{'irnc. .out durin 0.: 

. J ~ .L •• ;;1 

th~s Period of Darknefs) IhL.: ZC.ll. and At>;cdion) \\'hich C\'Cl1 fome of thefe 
,,0.Icn, bore TO The Chriiti.m 1(~c1i,2;ion) IX~lS io grc~1 t, that 11,1:1;1)' of them 
\\-e1'e prev~lil' d on to H"c\'c1'cncc the niH,wps ~nd Clergy to fLLCh;1 Dcg1'9c:i 
tb,lt ,lhll0ft all the People voh;nt,uily fubmittcd them"ldves to tho Com
m~nds of the ChUl'ch, and to the J m:llllit1ion of tho BiillOpS of R01iu:: 
Givi:lg ';ery '1mplo Td1:imonies Qf their Piety in building Churches, Sacred 
Collc~cs, ,11lL\ fdendid ~ll1Ll magnificent l'iIonafl:eries ; \\'hich \vexe erected 
in tllo~fc Tir"'-lc_, ~)f Ignorance, and a:t;~ i1:il~'f'Jjnjoy)d L)y other Natwl1S and 
Peopic fUc.:cccl!ing them< Princes bcing thtl$" 01 ercome by the j\'J\:;:1ns of 
this Ch~1ri'[y) :c: ld prevail'd on by the Artifices of" the Clergy, dictwith 
IrC:1t Ardom' embrace and receive the C~wons of" urch, and the 
\\Triti11f';s ~;id Opinions of the Fathers) and at Ie ",thc ]Jccn:L's and 
Con{l~t\,t:i':Jl1s of \)OpC5 ;,\Yhich proceeding; from 1\1 ' 'Lca:rning.maq,q:, 
a PTC~:,t .t='i2:ul'G ~l1non£!: the rude 2.nd mrt:)OliJ11'd L~tw::. of thofc Peol)I.:, and' 
~ L-' .... " . 

in. dlftt Age of D~ltkncr;, And l,ence it i.\":15, that they \ycrebcttcr,atfp 6t-' 
t:d to the Canons of the Church, th~1tl to their O',i'J] 1,:1,\V5. 1,,'ollrhing
tlll' C~l.l1ons of COUl1Cils, J"lljtinimz order'c{ and. (;ftabWh\.i:, 'Jhn th,: Dc"': 
::rcc;s of th.:: four t1rfr Gcnc1'al Councils i110uld bc held and dtccm'd in 
:::L::: f::cllle: ~\L."nncr as the Holy Scriptures thcmfe]yc~;; ilamcly, The (~()Lm
cils of ]ILia and C071jlmztiiZoplc J the: firf'r Council of EpbeJl!s, and, thit 
C)f Cue/rCdD.'l; :1nd their Canons illOLJld be ()bfcrv'd a'> La'\\'s for .-he
=l:.l"iHian Ch:..1l'ch. Bv 'lJecrCt',~ 1 JlC;re mean fncb. Ordin:1ncs as relate to 
-- .c..,., , 1. 4 'r, " ' i" 1 C r 1 T 1 ~v.t'1t:::(TS ,_;.\ t:,utn an"., uoctnne , an', elY (!';j(jilJ" J llC -1 ~ >:1\\-," as re ate "0 

"th..:' ;»',C1:ions arld J\Lli111Cr~ of ~Ylcn, and to Church-Dif;:.:iplinc. After 
77£f1J;z/i!n\ Ti'1iC; the Authm'icy ;)f Canons m'l(1e :,111~1 pU}.'lJi{h'd eithcr "y 
GC:1C: 1' ~ ;.Yt,,":c',-incial CounciL Incrc:ls'd ~tP,lCC 1 :1:; cud :llfo the \Vritin"'s 
of til;; Tchcr,:; of thc Church; and after this the 7JC[iJi~ji!J' of Ecclcll~
(reo t C:)IYcro\'cdlcs made: hv fevcral Popes, '\vhich couL.l not be ,Jr~ ,\\rn' 
frOi"Cl,,? [w,d cletel·min'd. by 'the C:l110m of Councils, and thc. ""vV ritin g-s of ;h~ 
Llthc:'so For the Popes, upon Appl ication m:ldc to tllcm in fuch ,C~l ;es 
,-rb:;;'C 'LD''':-tc Dc-crees and Cannns were 11knt, d"d ~:.ttcr th'~ nU:l;~er of LllC 

RoiiZ';!, Emperors, \\.Tite back theIr Thc)ughts and D,,,:tel'min~ltions j ant 
th:::fc ,!)c:t'ciTilina ~iOl1S \<;C1'(; f1:ilcd R (/cTip:s or 'J)L'{i( tid Fpi/lhs, havin:, 
·t=.l~!.{· 1:or:_:'...', of T_J.\VS ~ (L\nd, :lccording tD 'LI1L: l{.cfcripts, tl1c 1.:1 '\v ,':as for 
S" - " , 1:\' " \ '1 - , ,-omt.; i;'_:,::s EO\Cl'll'Ll al1(, (lrl'Ct(,'(l 111 L.1l' Lee '..:il~'d~ic:ll (ULll'"" \",,1''''1 ~11e 

.... _J_ ,J . .' _l~"'I ,J_ ....... l 

'~j )11-j\)' (')"- J-l. .. c r 'l''''~gy t~·,·,· •... )"'·~··'11~ '1.1' '\' "J " Il /. , ) .... : .. i' 11 - l .; .... , ,!.. U, ...... , ~"..... , .. D, ,tL'~'" l) ,,," ~ 1C ",)PL: u("1,1,1j(~I..,l" l over a 
(~hrii~cil(~.(ilYl. 13ut tl1er(: -\,'f,':ci:-,. i10 ccrt~:':i1 J~~cclc{iajtic~1j -~~-ja\\: rC(?l~ccd . t I Hl 0 
.~)-l •. rL-iti:lg:: tiL1 t~-:c 'l'~n1c c.:f the; 1~,111p~~'()r f./)tbllj iit~re 

Amongthc !YJ()il: cclcbr~Lfl.;J Collectors oftll'~ Papal 1 ,:LV \"i: m:::v reckon 
C7d(ji'c jtIc;-c,noi A

; oy [0111e c;li Icd Pij{t 1toi; \\'hoft.: (.(JI iccbol1 c,'CuurJcih 
:.lild Dccn::tah is [til! extant, bcil1 )2; made ill the:.:i,il;ht.h CCl1tUrv : ',: herc-, 
1:1 \\(; have thc 'Decreta! Epifi/n of dll: 11tH Pop~:, ()l' Bilhvp; ()f RJI'J1?C, 

frr,i,; the Time l)f Clemclls k,ommlltJ" (a'. i::, pretended) to that uf PC.'DC ,Si
~'i,~j,;~\ , "I.vhcrc:t, <:hoic, after [he.: Time of ]\.lpe Siririlf,f, are h:ln,lJy tc be 
.-:-;c;' ',,,':irhBlF 'cbc' Pope l{icbo/{?J' the Fir!!: :lppro'l'd of thefe Dccro\'~lls.,: 
t?T. f'J)','ll:. (;f chc 'Piipifh thClYlfclve,> JM'lC plainly l'ejc(,tcd them :1S [pu~ 
(F .. ~!" /r!t())l, p()OC',-:--iilc, 111 11l" ,,' IJpP(frcltllJ' 1 fay)~ 'lh:tt IJidorc fltJ,ha.' 
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