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THE
P RETFACE
TH E following Sheets were writ

in Performance of what I have

long believed to be my Duty: I

bave chofe this Time to do it, be-

canfe of that Liberty which bas been of
lare taken with the Chriftian Religion:
It being evident beyond Difpute, that In-
fidelity, with a Train of many other

" Evils, which arc the natural Effeéts of
ity bas very much prevailed in this Na-
tion; and thereby the Minds of People
being freed from thofe Refiraints which
Religion would put upon them, are become
vitiated, and confequently their Conver-

| fations tarn'd into. fuch a Channel of
Loofuefs and Impiety, that makes it at
leaf?, I bope, excufable, in any one who
bas the Good of Markind, efpecially of
his owr Countrymen, fincerely at Heart,
A2 ta




PREVFACE
to endeavour according to the beft of bis
Fudgment and Uzzder/z’zmdmo* to obviate
thefe Evils.

And this I can houcftly fay, is the fin-
gle View 1 have in ry thus appearing,
being right /e;z Thley, that uni /s it /bai[
7 'a/e God in bis Wﬂa’om and Provi-
dence, kzizn’{; to inte r;cﬁ, to turn the
Hearts of Men iuto anther Way of think-
ing 1han at ;re/e‘:zt they feem diffos’d to,
as we cannot dut olyer""’ the Evils alrea-
dy introduced into Im Chriftian W orld
Jo 1t gives us the moff forroz wful Profpet
what will beccnie of z‘/”e next and ffu nre
Generations 3 which I doubt not bur be
will do, if ’!/_fefz do but rightly apply to
him ém‘ if they refufe or neglcct kis
Help their Deftractionwill be of theric
felves, tho their Help is only in bim.

To direft to this Help, both for the
right U Tnder flanding the neu effary Truths
of Chnfhamtv, and praciifing accord-
nm’y is the chicf Defign of the follo-
ns _Paqe The Method of a’wzzfr 1his,
is f’irﬁ, by [bewing out of the Ho/v Scrip-

tures, what the Chriftian Rchoxon was
17




PR ETF A CE

in its primitive State and what was
the principal Evidence of it tothe firft
Believers. And fecondly, what it 15, or
ought to be #ow, and what the princi-
pal Evidence zo us of this Generation:
And for Proof of this laft, which mofi
wearly concerns us, 1 appeal to every Man’s
own Exgperience, which if duly regarded
will confirm to him the Truth of the
Chriftian Religion as bere defcribed.

All this I bave drawn from the Scrip-
tures themfelves, without Regard to the
particular Syftems of any Seit or Party
of Men. For this may be obferved, thas
fone of thofe who have writ againf} our
holy Religion, as well as in the Defence
of it, have not clearly defincd what they
mean by 1t.  But the one have diretted
their Arrows againft fome fuppos’d Ab-
ufes (which perbaps may be real Occa-
fions of Complaint) and bave managed
their Arguments in fuch a Manner, as
to wound the Canfe of Religion in gesic
ral thro’ the Sides of thofe concern’'d in
 Juch fuppos’d Abufes = On the other band,
L Jome of thofe who bave writ in Defence

of
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of Religion, feem to have more Regard
vo the particular Syfiem they are in the
Profeffron of 5 and to fupport a particu-
lar Set of Ceremonies, and certain Forms
and Orders of Men, than the Caufe of
the Chriftian Religion in gemeral, [
fay, fome of the late Defenders of our
boly Religion, are thus engaged, (for 1
would not be uinderflood to think the fame
of all) andwhere ever this is ibe Cafe,
the Caufe of Chriftianity, astothe true
Nature, End and Defizn of it, is very
little promoted.

T0 avoid being diverted or biaffed by
any Errors of this Nature or Tendency,
I was refolv’d in the writing thefe Con-
[iderations, tobave Recourfe to no other
Book but my Bible 5 which bas obliged
me to make confiderable Colleiions from
thence, to fhew what the Chriftian Re-
ligion wasinitsoriginal Confirtution,&c.
which feems to b: at prefent too much
negletted ; in which I fear, I fhall not
be quite acceptable to fome of the curious
. Palates of this Age, who cannot well re-

lifh any Thing of thiskind; but are bet-
- ter



PR EVFACE
ter pleafed with fome ﬁne-ﬁzm modern

Compofitz'om, which have very little Re-
lation to that facred Book: I have only
this to requeft of fuch as thefe, and of
my Readers in geveral, firlk, that they
will have Patience to perafe the Whole,
before they pafs their Cenfure on any
particular Parts of 1t;5 And for the bet-
ter judging the Truth of that Syftem of
Religion berein recommended, 1 defire
them to compare it with the Accounts of
the Chriftian Dotrines contained in the
holy Scriptures, and their own Experi
ence sy inwhichlaf} 1doubt not, but they
will find fuck Traces or Footfleps, as if
rightly purfued, will effectually confirm
to them the Truth of the Whole. ~_And
as berein I bave recommended to Man-
kind the Teachings and Infiruction of the
Divine Spirit, foI now recommend the
Reader to the fame i the Perufal of it.

THE



CONTENTSE,

CHAP 1L
F the Scripturés of the Old Teftament, and
the Miracles of Chrift and his Apoftles, confi-.
dered as Evidences of the Chrifian Religion. Page 9.

CHAP IL
A fammary Account what the Chrifian Religion
was In its Primitive State, as the fame is delivered
in the holy Scriptures. pag. 20.

CHAP I
A farther Account of the Chriftian Religion out
of the Scriptures, particularly of that Help which
the primitive Chriftians received, for living a re-
ligious Life, and praltifing the Precepts of the

Gofpel. pag. 27.
' CHAP 1V
Containing fome general Obfervations on the
foregoing. Pag. 43
CHAP V.

Upon what Evidence principally, the primitive
Chriftians believed the Truth of the Clrifian Re-
ligion. Pag. 54

CHAP VL

What the Chrifian Religion is or ought to be nov:,
and upon what Evidence principuily, true Chriftian:
of this Generation receive and believe it. pag. ;4.

CHAP VIL
Containing Anfwers to fome Objeltiony, with
fore general Obfervation. on the Yvhole.  p. 89.

CHAPD




[ o]

l CHAP L

. Of the Scriptures of the Old Teftament,
and the Miracles of Chrift and bis
Apofiles, confidered as Evidences of
¢the Chriftian Religion.

AV IN G obferv’d with a for
H rowful Concern of Mind, that
the Chriftian Religion has been of

late Years, with more Freedom than at
any Time fince the Reformation from
Popery, debated and called in Quettion,
as to the Evidence and Certainty of it}
and that in an artful conceal’d manner,
by fome who pretend to be its Friends
and Advocates : It has led me intoa fe-
rious Confideration, wherein the princi-
pal Evidence of our Holy Religion con-
fifts ; and how a Man may attain to fuch
a Certainty, refpecting ic, as to be well
fatisfied in himfelt; and able, if requi-
red, to render to others a Reafon of his
Belicf.  And having, as I think, -mer
with that Satistaction as hath put the
Matter out ot ull quettion with my felt’
there {cems to be fome Conttraint oamv
¥ Mind
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Mind, to communicate the fame to the
Publick, if by any Means I may be in-
ftrumentz! to preferve fome, who may
be in Danger of falling from their Sted-
faftnefs in the Faith of the Go/pel; or re-
ftore others, who may be already in any
degree prevailed on to queftion the Truth
of it, by the cunning graftincfs of thofe
who lie in wait to deceive. ,
- But before I enter upon what I have
in View, I would premife, that it is not
my Defign to mention particularly the
‘Proofs of the Chriftian Religion, ariling
fromthe Propheciesofthe old Teftament,
and the-Miracles of our Lord and his
Apoftles recorded in the New: Thefe
being undertaken by others, to whom I
refer my Reader; only take Liberty to
make one or two fhort Obfervations. As
to the firft,the Prophecies of the Meffiab
recorded in the Old Teftament, appear
to be well underftood by the Fewifb Con-
. verts of that Generation, to relate toour
Lord Jefus Chrift, and were therefore
made ufe of to that End, as a good Ar-
gumenty ad bominem, to that People, and
trom-thence we have good Reafon to he-
lieve -them, without thofe unneceflary
critical Remarks and Diftinétions which

have of latc appeared in the World ; in-
afmuch
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afmuch as we may well fuppofe, thatthe
“Fews of that Gencration bettcr under-
ftood thefe Prophecies of their own Pro-
phets, and the true Intent and Defign of
them, than we at this Diftance of Time,
and of the Race of the Genutiles, canrca=-
fonably be fuppofed to do. That the
Scriptures of the Old Teftament were
thus a%p!ycd, and that with Succefs, ap=-

ears from many Inftances, tho’ it muft

¢ confefled, they had not always the
like Succefs; which it may be obferyed,
did arife, not from any Defeét in the
Prophecies themfelves, but from an evil
Difgoﬁtion of Mind {fome were undet,
which hindred them from a fincere honeft

Enquiry into the Truth and Pertinency.-

of chem, which others, being better dif-
pos’d, were confirmed in.

A remarkable Inftance of this, 138 that
of the Fews of Berea, of whom it was
faid, Actsxvil. they were more noble than
thofe of Theflalonica, iu that they received
the Word with all Readinefs of Mind, and
Jearchedthe Scriptures daily, whetber tholz
Things were fo. Where it is. obfervable,
firt the different Conduét of the Bereau
and Theffalvr:ian Fews, for concerning

thefe laft, it is faid, that Paul, as his
manner was, went inunrothem, and threg -
o2 _ S;i;\,m:lt’hf"

“
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Sabbath-days rcafoned with them out of
the Scriptures, opening and alledging
that Chrift muft nceds have fuffered, and
that this Jefus whom he preached unto
them, is Chrift; and the Effe® was,
fome of them believed, but others, not
only believed not, but being mov’d with
Envy (a very unfit Difpofition of Mind
to give the Apoftle a fair Hearing) a
- Spirit of Perfecution entered them, in
which they aflfaulted the Houfe of s~
- fon, where the Apottle lodged ; whichill
Temper of Mind was no doubt the Caufe
that the Apottle’s Reafoning out of the
Scripture had no better Effe¢t on them;
whereas the Bereans being much better
difpos’d, received the Word with all
Readinefs of Mind, and fearched the
Scriptures daily ; which implies not a
light Way of doing it, but Carefulnefs
and Conftancy : and the Effe& was, ma-
ny of them believed (more we may well
fuppofe than of the Theflalonians) to
which no doubt but their careful fearch-
ing the Scripturcs very much contribu-
ted, the Holy Spirit opening their Un-
derttandings, and working in them a
Willingnets, or Readinefs of Mind, to
receive the Truth in the Love of it;
trom all which, I draw this gencral Con-
- clufion,
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clufion, That to fearch the Scriptures with
an honeft well-difpos’d Mind, is a very
good Means which God bath ovdained, for
veceiving and belicving the Truths of the
Chriftian Religion.

Again, the Miracles of our Lord and
his Apottles, were good Helps ordained
of God, for the introducing the Belief
of the Chriffian Religion into the World.
And it appears that they were often
made inftrumental to that End; tho’ not
always alike fuccefsful. For as it was
in the Cafe of the Scriptures, fo it was
in the Cafe of Miracles, they were more.
or lefs fuccefsful as they met with a bet-
ter or worfe Difpofition of Mind, in thofe
who were Witneffes of them. Thq’this
may be obferved in general of them that
oppos’d the Miracles of our Lord and
his Apoftles, that none of them denyed
the Reality of the Faéts, (as fome of
late have done) but endeavoured under
various Pretences, to fruftrate the In-
fluence of them on the Minds of the
People, for their Reception of the Dos
&rine of the Gofpel.

Some, which were the worft of all,
attributed the Miracles of our Lotrd to 1
a Diabolical Power, faying, He cafteth |-
cut Devils by Belzebub the Prince of .
S B 3 Devils,

¢
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Devils.  Thefe not only received no Be-
nefit by them, but met with a moft fevere
Rcbuke trom our Lord himfelf, which
ought to be Matter of Cautionand War-
ning to thofe who endeavour to make
void the Truth and Reality of the Mira-
clcs of Chrifty or any other Faéts, which
have the Evidence or a divine Power at-
tending them, as well as to thofe who
countenance or encourage {uch an At-
tempt. Others did not attribute themto
a Diabolical Power, but yet being deter~
mined contrary to the Convi&ions of
their own Minds, to oppofe and hinder
as much as in themlay, the Progrefs of
that Work he was engaged in, viz. tbe
Conzeifion of the People to the Chriftian
Faith: Somctimes oppofed them under
Pretence of the ,Pubﬁck Good, 3s when
our Lord had raifed Lazarus from the
Dead, it is {aid, Seme of them weut their
Way to the Pharifecs, and told them what
Things Fefus bad done; Then gathered
the thicf Pricfls and Tharifees ¢ Council,
and faid, wbat do we ? for this Mau doth
many Miracles 5 if we let bim thus alone,
all Men~will believe on bimy and the Ro-
mans will come aund take away both our
Place aud Nation, Joh. xi.

Here
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Here was firft a plain and full Ac~
knowledgment of the Recality of the
Fa&s in thefe Words, This Man doth
many Miracles : and yet inftead of belie-
ving on him, and regarding that divine
Power by which he was aéted in the
working of them, they under the {pecious
Pretence of Danger from a foreign Pow-
er, endeavoured to ftir up the People
againft him : Sometimes under no Pre-
tence at all; but only for the fake of Op-
pofition, as in the Cafc mentioned,, As
the third, where Peter reftored the lame
Man to Soundnefs, by calling to him in
the Name of Jefus Chrift of Nuzareth,
rife up and walk : Which being publick-
ly done, was publickly and fully acknow-
ledged, even by thofe, who notwith-
ftanding oppos’d the Progrefs of the A-
pottle’s Do&rine : For bebolding the Man
that was bealed flanding with them, they
could [ay nothing againft it  but when they
had commanded them to go afide cut of the
Conncil, they confidered among themfelves,
Jaying, what [hall we do with thefe Men ©
for that indeed a notable Miracle hath been
done by them, is manifeft to all Men that
dwell at Jerufalem, and we cannot denyit:
But that it [pread no farther antong the
People, let us firaitway threaten them that

B 4 they
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they [peak to no Man benccforth in this
Name, Acéts iv. ‘The Terms in which
this Relation is exprefs’d, arc evidently
fuch as cannot be applied to any other
than areal Matter ot Fa&, and acknow-
ledged as fuch by thofe who were Ene-
mies to the Faith of the Gofpel, who
therefore, as they oppos’d the Publith-
ers of it, under fuch clear confefs’d E-
vidence, muft be felf-condemned.

' There were a third Sort who went
farther than thefe, and yet had not the
full Benefit of the Miracles of Chriit, €3c.
which were thofe who acknowledged not
only the Truth and Reality of the Works,
but an extraordinary Miflion and Quali-
fication in the Perfon working them, and
yet going no farther, thefe did not re-
ceive the End intended tully : Of this
Sort was Nicodemus, who made thisinge-
-nuous free Confeflion, Joh. xviii. Rabbs,
we know that thon arta Teacher corite from
God, for no Man can do thefe Works which
thon doft, except God be with him. Which
one would think at firt View, thould
have been fufficient to entitle him toa full
Difciplethip, to a Place in the Kingdom
of God ; but our Lord, who knew his
Heart, told him, that there was fome-
rhing wanting in order to that: Feriy,

Verily,
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Verily, 1 fay unto thee, except a Man be
born again, (or trom above) be canunot
enter into the Kingdom of God, (or caunot
fee the Kingdom,) asmuch asit he had
faid, From the mighty Works thou hatft
obferved mc to do, thou confefles that
I am a Teacher come from God, and
thou doit well fo tar, but except thou
go farther, this Conteflion will be of no
Service to thee, except thou beeomeft 2
Witnefs of the fame Power in meafure,
by which I work thofe mighty Works,
and thercby be Partaker of a new Na-
ture, which will make thee a new Man,
created anew in Righteoufnefs and Ho-
linefs, in which the Kingdom of God,
- which I am come to cftablith, confifts ;
thy Conicilion will not give thee a Place
in that Kingdom, and therefore, it thou
wilt reccive the right and true Benefit
of thefe my mighty Works, believe in
that Power, a2 meafure ol which is in
thec, and in all Men, and is given for
that Eod, to bring forth in them this
new Birth; which is in Truth as much a
Miracle, tho’ it docs not fo direétly fall
under the Notice of the outward Senfes,
as thofe mighty “Works which were
wrought by our Lord and his Apoftles,
and 1s the principal iud and Defign ot

them;
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them ; and this good Effect the Miracles
had in many, who by thefe Means belie-
ved on him, and were really converted
in Heart and Spirit, and obtained a
Place in the Kingdom of God, by at-
tending not only to the Miracles them-

felves, but alfo, and principally to that

Power by which they were wrought, as
might appear by many Inftances.

From all which, I draw this general
Conclufion, that Miracles were a Means
in the Hand of God, not only of con-
vincing Mcn of the Truth of our Lord’s
divine Miffion, &¢. but of converting
thofc whoduly rcgarded the divine Pow-
er by which they were wrought, unto

the true Faith of the Gofpel, by which .
their Hearts were purified, and all the

good Fruits and Effects agrccable were
brought forth, of which, Miracles were
often the remote Caufe, by raifing the
Attention, and begetting a favourable
Reception of the Doctrines and Precepts
‘delivered by him that was endued with
that Power ; but the principal and im-
mediate Caufe, which render’d thefeand
all otherexternal Means effectual, for the
right receiving and believing the Truths
of the Gofpel, was the Spirit of God o-
pening the Underftanding, and working

a right
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a right Difpofition of Mind for thefe
Ends. And this was the Reafon of the
different Effect of Miracles on thofe who
were Witnefles of them : Some only re-
garding the Miracles themfclves, as out-
ward Aés, and the Effe& as to thefe
was no more, but to beget an Admira~
tion of them, as of fomething extraordi-
nary, and their Attention terminating
there, they received no real Profit or
Benefit by them. Others, believing adi-
vine Power attended them who wrought
' thofe mighty Works, and therefore gi-
- ving Credit to the Do&rines delivered
by them, the good Spirit of God difpo-
fing them thereto, were really convert-
ed unto the Faith through that Occafis
on. Thus Miracles as outward Adls,
'had a Relation to inward and {piritual
Effedts, and fo far may have a {piritual
Application; but from thence to repre=
fent them as only true, in a {piritual or
allegorical Senfe, as fome ot late have
done, is manifefty contrary to the Na-
ture and Defign of them, which was to
rouze the Attention to Things {piritual,
and inconiiftent with the Acconnts we
have of them in the holy Scriptures, and
“tends to make void the good Ends of
the Gofpel, which depends on the Trut‘ljx
| an
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and Reality of the Whole, as related by
the Evangelifts and facred Writers;
more efpecially that greateft of all Mi-
racles, the Refurredion of our Lord frem
the Dead ; whereby a fubftantial Foun-
dation of Faith in God, through Jefus
Chrift, was laid, (of which, and the blef-
{ed Effedts of it more paracularly here-
after) and thereforeto endeavour to make
void the Truth and Reality of it, is to
make void the Faith of the Gofpel it
felf, according to the cxprefs Words of
the Apoftle, 1 Cor xiv. If Chrift be not
rifen, our ‘Preaching is vain, and your
Faith is alfo vain, ye are yet in your Sins.

-

CHAP. II

A fammary Account whas the Chriftian
Religion was in its primitive State,
as the fame is delivered in the Holy
Scriptures.

I_ A VING faid thus much by
"'Way of Teftimony, in behalf of

thefe two great Evidences of Chriftia-
nity, to wit, The Provhecies of the Pro-
phets, and the Miracle; of Chbrift asd bis
~ AApsflies
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Apoftles » T fhall proceed to treat of an
Evidence, which appears to me greater
than thefe, and yet more negleéted ; a-
rifing from the Nature of the Chriftian
Religion itfelf, and the Influence it has,
where it is rightly underftood and re-
ceived, onthe Minds of Men, of which,
every Man has, or may lave, a Tefti-
mony in his own Breaft, which to him
that attends to it, is certain and unque-
tionable. In Order to it, I would in
the firft Place lay before you briefly,
and yet with as much Clearnefs as I am
capable ; what the Cb;;iﬂian Religion is,
as to its Nature, End and Defign, as
the fame is delivered in the Holy Scrip-
turcs, and what was the principal Fvi-
dence of the Truth of it, to Believers
in the primitive Times; and in the next
Place, what is the principal Evidence of
the fame to us in this Generation.

Now, Chriflianity is a divine Inftitu-
tion, by which God declares himfelf re-
conciled to Mankind, tor the Sake, and
on the Account of his beloved Son the
Lord Jefus Chritt, and what he did
and futlered for them, on Condition of
Repentance, Amendment of Lite, and
Perfeverance in a State ot Holinefs ; for
which Find, he alio offersthem the Hd?f
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of his Grace and -good Spirit, which is
fufficient for that End : All which taken
together, may be called Salvation, tho’
in a proper Senfe, Salvation' confifts in
the latt, viz. in that Help which Men
receive from the Grace and good Spirit
of God, according to the Words ot the
Apoftle, Rom. v. 10. If when we were
Euemies, we were recouciled unto God, by
the Death of his Son, inuch more being
reconciled, we (ball be [aved by bis Life.
Again, Epb. ii. 8. By Grace are yz faved
tbro’ Faith, and that not of yourfelves, it is
the Gift of God. 'Tit.iil. §. According
to bis Mercy be faved us, by the Wafoing
of Regeneration, and the renewing of the
oly Ghofl.

Now by confidering this Definition,
it may be obferved, that the Chriffian
Religion, {fo far as concerns the great
and good Ends of its Inftitution, con-
fifts of two Parts, firft, what our Lord
Jefus Chrift did, and fuffered for Man-
kind in the Days of his Flefh, without
them. And fecondly, what he did, and
continucs to do for them, in them; or
in other Words, what they are enabled
to do for themfelves, thro’ that Help

. and Affitance which he is pleafed to

‘afford them. The firft includcs the fe-
) veral
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veral Particulars of his holy Life, the
ood Works whichhe wrought, in which
gc is our Examiple; the Miracles which
he did for the ‘Rﬂirmation of his Doc-
trine and Divine"Mitlion, his Dcath, by
which thro’ the Appointment of God,
he became a propitiatory Sacrifice for
the Sinsof Mankind, his Refurrection, by
which he was fully declared to be the Son
of God with Power, all which, tho’the
Effeis of them arc lafting and perma-
nent, yet were then done once for all, and
no more to be repeated. Bat the fecond,
viz. what Chrift does for Mankind -ia
them, or what they are enabkd: il -
for themfelves, through his Helek -ant
Order to Repentance and Convegtion,
and Perfeverance in a Life of true Piety
and Holinefs. This being the ftanding
Experience of Believers in him, through-
out all Generations, yemains to be more
particularly confidered i this Place, be-
ing that, whercby all the good Ends of
Religion are anfwered to Mankind : The
firtt ot thefe I call rhe External Hifforie
cal Part of Chriftianity, the laft, tbe
liiternal, Experimental ‘Purt. And thq'
I confider them for Diftin&ion Sake, as
two Pares, yet as they have a near Re=
fation und Dependance one wpon the ow
thery
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ther, they are not to be divided in the
Influence they have on Man’s Salvation,
the onc being the Efteét or Confequence
of the other: According to thefe Scrip-
tures, T7t. ii. 14. He guve bimfelf for us,
that be might redeem us from all Iniquity,
and purify unto bimfelf @ peciliar People
zealons of good Works. =2 Cor. v. 15. He
died for all, that they who live, (bould not
benceforth live unto thenfelves, but untobim
that died for them aund vofe again. Sol
that all the Bleflings of the Gofpel, which
are comprehended in thefe particulars,
Remiffion of Sins that are paft, Redemp-
tion from the Power of ity being purified,
fandified and juflificd; all are conveyed
to us by Jefus Chrift, and are the Effes
and Conféquence of what he did, and
fuficred in his own Perfon without us,
but yet wrought in us by his good Spi-
rit; which I mention once for ally that
when I fpeak of thefe Kxperiences, it
may be {o underftood.

Let us therefore now confider a little
more particularly, what a Chriftian Life
is, according to the Account we have ot
it in the Holy Scriptures. He that
with Serioufnefs and Attention reads the
Writings of the New Teftament, willg
find, that as the Pollutions and Decfile-

SHEITE
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ments which Men have contrated, are
in the Heart 3 out of which, as out of a
polluted Fountain, they iffue forth into
Words and Ations; {o it is the prin=-
cipal Bufinefs of a Chriftian, when he
becomes ingaged 1n the Work of Regli-
gion and Godlinefs, to bzgin there firff,
to make clean the Infide, to fupprels
the firft Motions and Inclinations to Ea
vil, which arife in the Heart, to regu-
late the Mind with all its Faculties and
Powers, which fobn the Baptift calls,
laying the Ax to the Root of the Treey Mat.
iit. 10. which being't,{fome good Mca-
furc done, fuch may hesdggly trufted
with Refpect to their outward Actions;
for all our A&ions being in Gonformity
to the Will, Inclination or Dgfirg of our
Minds, if thefe are taken "off from
Things that are evil, and become right-
ly direéi d, that Pcrfon cannot. byt in
the general Courfe of his Actions, ef=-
chew Evil, (the Defire afte: it veing
taken away) and purfue Good; or in
the Words of our Lord, Mur. xii. 33.
sinake the Tiece gocd, and the Fruit will be
g9od: 'The whole Converfation will be
fo. That this is the peculiar Bufinefs
of the Chriflian Religion, where it takes
Viacey will appear to any impartial Per-

7 fon,
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fon, who fhall with a fincere and honeft
Mind, perufc the Doctrines and Pre-
cepts lett us by our Lord Jefus Chrift
and his Apottles, and efpecially in that
excellent Part of them, contained in
the sth, 6th, and 7th of Matthew.

I hope it will be readily allowed, that
this V‘?ork, if it can be effetted, isa
moft excellent Attainment; but fome |
may fay, it is morc ealy to write or }
{peak of {uch a Regulation of the Mind, |
tﬁan to attain to it: I allow it, and will
gl:) to far in allowing of it, as to fay, |
that as to any Ability which we as Men
have, or can have of ourfelves, it is im-
pofible. And herein confifts the Ex-
ccllency of the Chriftian Religion, that
what is in itfelf otherwife impofiible,
according to the weak, depraved State
of our Minds, God has made poffible
unto us, by aflording us fuch Help, as}
if rightly applied to, is fufficient for
that End: What that Help is, by what
Mecans conveyed to us, and how to be§
made Ule of tor this great and good §
Purpofe, I amn next to fpeak to.




CHAP IL

A furtber Account of the Chriftian
- Religion out of the Scriptures, pare
sicularly of that Help which the Pri-

mitive Chriflians received for living -
o Religious Life, and praltifing the

Precepts of the Gofpel.

N Order to the right Underftanding |

the Nature of this Help, let us a-
ain look back to what our Lord did
or us in his Appearance in the Fieth,

which will lead us to what he i1s now
doing for us in Spirit, (the one as I faid,
having a neceffary Relation to the other)
after our Lord had done, and fuffered
in this Life, according to the Will of
God, being at laft offercd up a Sacrifice
on the Crofs; by which be became. a
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole
World, for the Remiflion of Sins that are
paft: There being fomething farther ne-
ceflary, in order to our Acceptance with
God, to wit, the delivering of us from

C 2 the
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the Power of Sin for the future, and
bringing us up into a Life of Holinefs,
and preferving us init. It being moft
rcafonable to {uppofe, that God is no
more reconciled to Men in a finful State
of Life, fince the Death of Chrift, than
he wus before; Sin being as much: con-
trary to the Purity of his Nature, fince
as before; therefore for the rendering
that Work which our Lord came to do
compleat, aftcr having humbled him-
felt unto Death, He was again exalted,
by being raifed trom the Dead through
the Power of the Father, thereby effec-
tually declaring himfelf to be the Son of
God the Saviour of the World.

Of this, as the Apoftles themfelves
were Witnefles, fo with holy Confidence
and Aflurance they built upon it, as a
moft furc Foundation; and having at
the fame Time, according to his Pro-
mife, rcceived the Gift of the Holy
Ghott ; they went forth in the Virtue
thereot, and their Preaching became
powerful and cftfectual; to the convert-
ing Multitudes to the Faith of the
Gofpel.

It is not my prefent Intention, nci-
thcr do I think it neceffary, to ufc

Arguments
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Arguments to convince my Reade.
of the Truth of our Lord’s Refur-
re(tion, the Account thereof, as de-
livered in Scripture, being fo convin-
cing, that I know no Matter of Fact at
fuch a Diftance of Time, better atteft-
ed and confirmed to us. And man

learned Men having already collected
the feveral Proofs, and thereby eftsblifh-
ed the Truth of the Faét beyond Con-
tradiction ; my principal Defign at
prefent is, to fthew by Inftances from
the Holy Scriptures, that the Apottles
in the firft Publication of the Doctrines
of the Gofpel, had conftant Reference
to this as a Foundation of Faith, on
which they themfelves built, and on
which they perfuaded others to build
alfo; as appears by the feveral fhort,
but powerful Sermons, which we have
recorded in the 4%s of the Apoftles;
and no doubt but this was the Cafe
wherc-ever they preached: As alfo the
fame is to be obferved in moft of their
Epittles to the gathered Churches. This
Article being made Ufe of, as a fuitable
Introduction to eftablifh the Doctrincs
and Prccepts they were about to com-
municate to them; for what could be
more reafonable? being about to intro-

C 3 duce
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duce a Religion, the principal Bufinefs
of which, was to give Men Power over
their Souls Enemics, the World, the
£lefb, and the Devi/; (in which Salvati-
on confifts) to let them fec that the
Author of that Salvation was all-power-
ful, having himfclf overcome Death, and
him that had the Power of it, which is
the Devil.

But this Foundation however good,
is but a Foundation, and fomething is
to be built upon it. What is that? be-
lieving in him, and in that Faith, tecci-
ving the Gifts of his Holy Spirit, which
were Repentance,and Converfion, and tury-
ing from the Evil of their Ways > Unto you
Jirfr, faysthe Apottle Peter, A&siii. 26.

04 baving mijeg: ap bis Son Yefus, fent
bim to bl?ir Yot in turning every ome of yosu

rom bis niquities. A&s.v. 31, 32. Him
bath God exalted with bis Right Hand, to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give Re=
peutauce unto Ifrael, and forgivene(s of
Sins, and we are bis Wituelles of thefe
Things, and fo is the Holy Ghoft alfo,
whom God bath given to them tbat obey
bim., Here was a Teftimony to the
Power of Chrift’s Refurrection, as well
as a twofold Evidence of the Coming of
Chrift, and the blefled Effects of it, to
wit,
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wit, that of the Apoftles, who were
themfclves Witnefles of what the
preached, and that of the Holy Ghol{
which God gave, not only to the A-
pottles, though to them in a very emi-
nent Degree, to fit them for the great
Work, 1n which they were engaged ;
but alfo to all thofe who obeyed him,
that is, all Believers in Chrift through
their Preaching; which laft was an in-
ternal Evidence, manitetting itfelf in the
Hearts of thofe which had it.

Nor was this the peculiar Privilege of
the Fews, though to them it was firft
preached ; but was extended to the Gen-
tiles alfo: As firft, in that memorable
Inttance of Cormelins, upon which Oc-
cafion, Peter introduces what he had to
fay, with this General Confeflion or Ac-
knowledgment, viz. Of @ Truth I per-
ceive, that God is 110 Refpedter of Perfons,
but in every Nution be that fearcth bjus,
and worketh Righteonfue/(s, is accepted of
bim, Acts x. And having in the Pio-
grels of his Difcourfe, preached Chrift
crucified, and raifed from the Dead,
&c. We find that the Effect was, while

Peter yet fpake the Words, the Holy
- Ghoft fell on all thofe that heard the
Hord, And when Peter was brought

C 4 under
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under fome Reprchenfion by the Fews,
on this Account, that he went in unto
Men uncircumcifed, and did eat with
them ; After having rehearfed the whole
Mattter, he concludes, for as much then,
as God gave the like Gift as be did unto
s, who believed on the Lord “fefus Chrift,
what was I, that Icould withfland God?
When they heard thefe Things, they
held their Peace, and glorified God,
faying, then hath God alfo to the Gen-

tiles grauted Repentance unto Life.
This was the good Effeét of their
Converfion, as the fame Apoftle far-
ther explains it, Chap. xv. When ano-
ther Difpute having arifen about Cir-
cumcifion, Peter rofe up, and faid unto
them, refering no doubt to this Paflage,
Men and Brethren, you know bow that a
good while ago, God made Choice among
rus, that the Gentiles by ny Moutb fbould
<bear the Word of the Gofpel and believe.
And God which knoweth the Hearts,
bare them Witnefs, giving thew the Foly
Ghoft, even as be did unto us, and put
110 Difference between us and them, puri-
fying their Hearts by Faith. Here again
was an inward, as well as outward Te-
ftimony to the Truth of the Gofpel
preached by the Apottle, viz. God who

knew
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knew the Sincerity of their Hearts, te-
ftifying to them inwardly, by the Holy
Ghoft which he gave them, by which
he enlarged their Underftandings, and
wrought in them a Willingnefs to re-
ceive and believe the Gofpel ; the Ef-
fe&ts of which, was Repentance unto
Life, and a purifying or cleanfing the
Heart by Faith: All which implies an
inward Work in the Mind, known and
experienced by the Help of the Holy
Spirit, which bore Witnefs with their
Spirit,to the Truth of the Word preach-
ed, in that Work of Repentance and
Purification which it wrought.

And this was henceforward extended
unto the Gentiles, as well as the Fews;
though as the firft Publithers of the
'~ Gofpel were of the Stock of Abrabam,
their Brethren of that Nation had for a
Time the Preference where they came,
as appears in their Preaching the Word
at Antioch, at Athens, at Rome, &c.
at the firft of thefe Places, Chap. xiii.
after the Apoftle having recounted the
Mercies of God to the “Fews in general,
from ver. 16, to 26; and by Way of
Complaint againft thofe who dwelt at
Ferufalern, and their Rulers, mention-
ed their delivering him (Chrift) to Pi-

late
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fate to be flain § and after having aflert-
ed his Refurrection fron the Dead, and
expatiated upon it from wer. 30, to 37,
he proceeds in thefe Words, Be i
known unto you therefore, Men and Bre-
thren, that through this Man, is preachs
ed unto you forgivene(s of Sins > And by
bim, all that believe are juflified from all
Thiugs, from which ye could not be juftifi-
ed by the Law of Mofes. Thatis, all
that believe in Chrift, and obey the Gof-
pel, are freed and delivered trom both
the Guile and Power of Sin; from which
they could not be delivered by the Law
of Mofés > For that being a Difpenfas
tion which related chiefly to outward
A&ions,did not make the Comers there-
unto pertedt, as pertaining ¢othe Con{ci-
ence; and for that Re there was a
Repetition of Sacrifices and Oblations
at certain Times: Whereas Chrit, by
the one Offering of himfelf’ once made,
obtained not only Remiffion of Sins
that are paft, but Grace to help to over- |
come Sin in the Luft of it, and to re-
new and {anctity the Powers and Facul-
tics of our Souls, that we might thro’
Strength received from him, walk in
Newnefs of Life.

And
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And hercin confifts the Perfe&ion of
the Chriftian Religion, and for this End
the Miniftry of the Gofpel was ordain-
ed as the Apottle Paul declares of him=
felf, in his Defence before Agrippa, viz,
Having firft mentioned the Gentiles, he
fays, 90 whon I now fend thee, to open
their Eyes, to turn them from Darkuefs
to Light, from the Power of Satan to God,
that they may receive Forgivene/s of Sins,
and an Inberitance among the Saniified
by Faith, which is in we, (Chrift Jefus)
Whereupon, O King Agrippa, { was not
difobedient to the Heavenly Vifon, bug
fbewed firft unto them at Damalcus, and
at Jerufalem, and throughout all the
Coafts of Judca, and then to the Gea-
tiles, 2bat they fhould repent and turn to
God, aud bring forth Works meet for Re~
pevtance, ACts xxvi. 17. 18,19, 20. A-

ceable to this he tells the Romans,
that the Gofpel itfelf is the Power of
God; in thefe Words, 1 asm not afbam-
ed of the Gofpel of Cbr[z/}, for st is the
Power of God unto Salvation, to every
one that belicveth, to the Jew firfi, and
alfo to the Greek. For therein is the
Righteotfnefs of God revealed from Faith
to Faith, Rom.i. 16. In all which is
evidently fet forth, both the End and

| Defiga
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Defign of the Chriftian Religion, and}
the Means of obtaining that End. The
End is Repentance and Forgivenefs of §
Sins; and the Confequence, an Inheri-§
tance among the Sanctifhed, witneffing |§
the Righteoufnefs of God to be reveal-
ed. ‘The Means is Faith in that Light
which reveals or makes manifeft, both§
the Evil and the Good ; and in that§
Power of God, which ftrengthens and§
enables us to forfake the one and to dof
the other.
In all thefe Forms of xpreflion, arc§
implyed 2 Want of Power 1n us, and a§
Supply of that Want from God, to be§
received by Faith, which the Apottle il-
luftrates by the Faith of Abrabaii, where|
he fays, that be being not weak in Faith,}
‘confidered not bis own Body now dead,when
be was an bundred Years old, wneither yet
the Deadnefs of Sarah’s Womb,which Faith
was imputed to him for Righteoufnefs.
Rom.iv. Nor was it written for his
‘Sake only, but for us alfo ; to whem it
thall be imputed, if we believe in him
that rais’d Jefus from the Dead : that is,
as Abrabam being an hundred Years old,
and his Wife, in the common Courfe of
Nature, paft Child-bearing, yct believed
that God was able to fupply thofe De-
feéts
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fe&s ; fowe,notwithftanding the Weaka
nefs and Incapacity we are under, by
‘Reafon of the Depravity of our Nature,
yet through Faith in the Power of God,
which was eminently cxerted in raifing
up our Lord Jefus, and is offered to us
by the holy Spirit, which is given to all
that believe in him, are enabled to walk
in Newnefs of Lite. To this Effe& he
argues in the former Part of the Epiftle
to the Romans in the ftrongeft and clea=
reft Terms. |

And in the Epiftle to the Epbeflans,
he expreflfes this Incapacity or Weak~
nefs, by the Word Death, having in
Chap. 1. fet forth the exceeding Great-
nefs of God’s Power to us-ward, who
believe according to the working ot his
mighty Power, which he wrought in
Chrift when he rais’d him frcm the dead.
Hc goes on, Chap. it. And yiu bath be
quicknedy who were dead in Trefpaffes and
Sins, wherein in Times paft ye walked.
But God who is rich in Mevcy, jor bis
great Love wherewith Le loved us, even
when we were dead in Sins, bath quick-
ned s together with Chriff. By Grace
you are fuved. And Verfe the eighth,
for by Grace you are fuved, through Faith,
net of vour felvss, it is th: Gift of God

2.0t
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wot of Wor ks, (wrought by ourfelves, by |
our Strength and Ability) Jeff any Man}
Jbould (asfome doin this Day) bosft. Noy |

et are we faved without Works wrought }

y the Spirit and Power of God thro’
Chrift; for weare his Workmanthip, cre-
ated in Chrift Jefus unto good Works; |
which God hath ordained that we fhould [
wilk in them. Once more he expreflesin |
thic fame Epiftle, Chap. v. ver. 8. this In.
capacity by the Word Darknefs, Ye were }
Sfometimes Darknefs, but now are ye Light |
i the Lord, walk as Children of the Light,
(for the Fruit of the Spirit is in all
Goodnefs, Rightcoufnefs and Truth.)
By giving us Light hc fupplies the De-
fects of our Underftanding; by giving
Power, he ftrengthens the Weaknefs of
our Wills and Affections, refpecting
Things {piritual, and bringing forth
Fruits acceptable to God.

In which Refpeét the Chriftian Reli-
gion doth eminently excell the beft Help:
that can be obrained from the beft M-
raliffs among the Heathen,in whofc Wiri-
tings 1t muft be contefied are many good
Precepts, but little {aid of applying un-
to God, depending on him tor Help;
but all iy; generally lefe to the Conduct
of our own Underftandings, and tf the

LeNTS
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Power of ourown Wills, which they tell
us indecd, are in many Refpects wrong,
but yetif they arc regulated, muft regu-
late themfclves, according to the Rules
of right Reafon, from which Men have
deviated. But how 2 ‘Thing that is
wrong can regulate it felf, or fet it felf

right, is to me unaccountable.
And in this Refpe&t, Chriffianity in
the Life, Spirit and Power of it, excells
Chriftianity in the literal, hiftorical, for-
mal Profeflion only. That is, the Chri-
ftian who believing that there is Pow-
er afforded to Men by God, through
Jefus Chrift, for the overcoming Evil,
and doing Good, applies himfelt in this
Faith to the Throne of Grace, trom time
to time, praying for Grace to help in
Time of Need, tor the forfaking the one
and doing the other; and continues in
that good Exercife, in a daily Watch-
fulnefs thereunto, throughout the whole
Courfe of his Life. Such a Chriftian I
{ay, has much the Advantage of him,
who proiciles indeed to believe what he
finds recorded, of the Lifte, Dzath, Re-
furrection, and Afcenfion, &c. of our
Lord Jefus Chrift, and that he has left
molt excellent Precepts and Doétrines
recorded in Holy Scripture, which he
wil]
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will ecndeavour, as far as the Infirmiticg &
of human Nature will admit of, to put

in Practice, (tho’ many do not proceed

thus far) but as to the doing the Com- F
mands of Chrift, he is fo far from pre-

tending to do it, thai he cftecems it a

Prefumption to affert the Poflibility of }

it: Whereas it is evident to any who

reads the New Teftament with impar-§
tial Serioufnefs and Attention, that the |
peculiar Defign of the Chriftian Religion g
“was not only to introduce into the World f
a Set of moft excellent Precepts, fuch as}
Mankind till then was never bleft withal, }
but alfo, and more efpecially, to offer}
Power to thofe who are willing to re-§

ceive it, for the Performance of them.

And indeed without this Power, the |
Chriftian Religion would notbring fogreat |

a Blefling and Advantage to Mankind.
For as the Precepts of Chrift are more
pure and refined than any other, as rea-
ching to the reforming the Mind, which
is 2 Work of a more purc and perfect
Nature, than a Conformity to Precepts,
relating only to outward Actions : So it
Men in this great and neceilary Work,

o
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are left to themfelves, allthe Advantage

they can reap by it, is this, that they
arc thereby brought to the Sight i
cood
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good Things, but excluded the Poffibili-
ty of attaining tothe Experience of them.
But the Cafe in Truth is far otherwife,
as has been already by divers Inftances
made evident; and to fay otherwife, is
contrary to the whole'T'enor of the Gofpel,
the Precepts whereof, are delivered, not
as Matters of meer Speculation, but of
Pradtice. And therefore, our Lord af-
ter having delivered moft excellent Pre-
cepts, relating to forfaking Evil, in the
very Conception or Root of it, and do-
ing Good from the Heart, in the many
Initances mentioned in the gth, 6th, and
7th Chap. of Matthew, concludes, That
whofoever heareth thefe Sayings of iine,
and doth their, I will liken bim to a <wife
Man that built his Houfe upon @ Rock,
and the Rain defcended, and the Floods
came, and the Wind blew, and beat upon
that Houfe, aud it fell not, for it was foun-
ded upon a Rock. To the fame Effeét
he fays elfewherc, Not every one that faith
Lovd, Lovd, (ball euter into the Kingdoi:
of Heaven, but be thair doth the Will of
my Father which is in Heaven. Again,
Ye are my Friends, if you do whatfoever [
command you, John xv. 14,

D From
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From hence it is evident, that Obedi-
ence to the Command of Chrift is requi-
red from all thofe who profefs to be his
Followers: And it would be very pre- |
pofterous to fuppofe that this fhould be
in {o exprefs and particular Terms re-
quired, and the Performance of it left
impoflible : The Ways of God are not
unrcafonable ; but as he commands O-
bedience, {o he enables all who believe
in him, to do what he commands, and
and for this End he promifed, and in
due Time gave his good Spirit, to the
Power of which 1s attributed the wholc
Work of Man’s Salvation, confifting,
fiift, in Repentance from dead Works,
Converfion, Sanétification, or being made §
holy, Juftification, or being made righ-}
teous, as well as efteemed fuch, (which
I take tobe the true Intent of that Text) §
viz. He dicd for our Sins, and rofe again
for our Fuftification ; that is, that we
thro’ Power reccived from him, (which §
the Apoftic calls elfewhere the ‘Power of §
bis Refurredion) might be made righ-§
teous. -

And this Work taken together, ising
one Word call’d Regeweration, or being§
born again, madc a ncw Creature, crea-}
ted agew in Chrit Jefus unto good

Works,|




[ 43]

Works, being made Partakers of the
Divine Nature, which is the utmoft that
can be expe&ted from Religion; being
a compleat Reparation of that Lofs
which Mankind fuftained by Sin and
Tranfgreflion. All which 1s not our
Work, fimply fo undcritood, but that of
the holy Spirit of God. And therefore,
the true Believers are faid to be born,
“mot of corruptible Seed, but of iucorrupti-
ble Seed, by the Word of God which lives
and abides for ever, 1 Pet.i.23. And
again, who are born not of Blood, ~nor of
the Will of the Flefby nor of the Will of
Man, but of God. Johni. 13.

CHAP IV

Containing fome gencral Obfervations os

the foregoing.

Would not be underftood, by attri-
buting all this to the Spirit of God,
as if Man was no wife concerned, or aét-
ed no Part in the working our his own
Salvaticn 5 but was te be confidered as

- i.-
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¥urc1y paflive, (as fome have mifrepre-
ented this Doctrine.) He that made
us rational Creatures, does not deftroy
the Faculty of Reafon in us, but im-
proves it, by convincing and enlightning
our Underftandings, moving and encli-
ning our Wills towards fuch Objeéls as
are acceptable to himfelf, and out of the
contrary, and this in a Manner always
clear and evident. And the Mind thus
cnlightned and affected, puts itfeif upon
Action, not as of itfelf, but under the
Conduct and Influence of him that en-
lightens and inclines it, having its Truft
and Dependance always on him, being
{eunfible, that without him he can do no-
thing, cannot move one Step rightly ;
as on the other Hand, believing that
through Strength received from God,
through Chriit, he can do all Things ap-
pertaining to Life and Godlinefs: And
this not irrefiftibly, but by reafonable
Ways and Perfuafions, giving the Mind,
which was under the Power and Domi-
nion of finful Habits, a different Turm
or Inclination, which if it does not neg-*
lIect, but makes Ufc of the Help offcr- |
ed, it gains Victory over them : But it
“through Neglect or Wilfulnefs, it difre- !
gards or relifts thefe gentle, yet effectual

Strivings,




[ 45 ]

Strivings, it remains under the Powerand
Dominion of Sin ftill.

Thus the Doctrine of Rewards, and
Punifhments, is eftablithed on an equal
and reafonable Foundation 3 and without
this, it cannot be equitably and reafona-
bly fupported : For as it would be un-
jutt to punifh Men for Omiffion or Com-
miflions, which are not in their Power
to do or not to do; fo it is altogether
juft and reafonable, where fufficient Help
1s offer’d, and yet neglected, that they
who are in this Neglect or Difobedience,
fhould be punithed. As on the contra-
ry, in our making Ufe of the Help of-
fer’d us, and thereby coming up in the
Practice of our Duties, we fhould receive
the Rewards promifed to well doing.

Thus when we find in Scripture, the
good Actions of Mcn under this Direc-
tion, call’d the Fruits of the Spirit, we
are to underftand, not that Man acts no
Part in them, but that the Spirit or Grace
ot God, quickning or moving upon him,
he is prevailed upon toact by his Help
as onthe other Hand, when we areadvifed
or commanded to work, to bring forth
good Fruits, to cfchew Evil, and do
Good, to come into the Practice of thofe
excellent Virtues recommended through-

D ;3 ot
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out the holy Scriptures; it is to be un-
derftood, that we are to fct about them,
not trufting in our fclves, or in our own
Strength, but in God, through Chrift:
And for that Reafon we are command-
ed to truft in him, to look unto Jefus,
who is the Author and Finifher of our
Faith; and not to caft away our Confi-
dence, &c. Hence the Righteouinefs
brought forth by Chriftians, is called the
Righteouinefs of Chrift, the Righteoufs
nefs of God, and the Righteoufnefs of
Faith; becaufe Chrift is the principal
Agent or Efhcient in it, and we through
Faith in him, and not otherwifc, arc
made able to act. This Diftinction, all
that entcr upon a Life of Rcligion and
Godlincis, ought to take with them in
every Step, without which they cannot
proceed rightly, as with it they may
perfevere, with a good Aflurance of
Succefs unto the End.

It may be further obferved, that not
only the Chriftian Religion properly {o
called, but the Religion of the Ancients
trom the Beginning, ftood on the fame
Bottom, and the Rightcoufnefs which
was in all Ages acceptable to God, was
the Rightcoufnefs of Faithj that is, it
confifted in their believing in God, and

cbeying
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obeying his Will revealed to them, ci-
ther immediatcly to thofc whom it par-
ticularly concerned, or to fome of his
Servants and Prophets, who were to
communicate the fame to the Pcople;
and for their Help and Afliftance indo-
ing the Will of God thus revealed, he
gave them his good Spirit in all Ages,
by which he call’d to them, ftrove with
them, invited them, warned the Ungod-
ly, fupported and conrforted the Righ-
teous, as might eafily be confirmed by
very many Inftances ont of the Books of
the old Teftament, there being nothing
more frequent throughout the holy Scrip-
tures of all Ages, but more efpecially in
the Book of the Pfalms. and other Pro-
phetical Writings, than ftrong Exhor-
tations to truit in God, to believe in him,
to look unto him in all Dangers, Diffi-
culties, and Temptations, whether na-
tional or particulary and to wait onhim
diligently for Strength, and for renew-
ing ot it.  So that truc Relicion in the
Ground of it was always the fame, and
was Indeed as old as the Creation j be-
ing not the Religion of Nature, but
the Religion of God, having for its
Foundation, not human Rc:zﬁm, but
Faith in God’s Power and all-fufficiency,
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And the Difference between the Re-
ligion of the Ancients, and the Chriftian
Religion, wasnot in theirdifferent Ground
and Foundation; but that the Precepts
of the Gofpel, being in general more in-
ward and fpiritual, than thofe of former
Difpenfations ; the Faith of the Gofpel,
in the Naturc and Degree of it, was
fuited to fuch a Dif] cn%ation. And for
this Reafon, it pleafed God to thew forth
his Power, in the moft extraordinary
and wonderful Manner, in the Refur-
rection of our Lord from the Dead, and
the great Effufion of the Holy Spirit
which followed thereupon; by which,
the moft fure and certain Foundation of
Faith was laid ; not only for Help and
Strength to do the Will of God in this
Life, but a moft reafonable Ground of
Hope, for our Refurreétion to Eternal
Life, and a Partaking of the Rewards
promifed to well-doing, in that Life
which is to come. In which Refpeé,
the Chriftian Religion 1s an Improve-
ment upon the Religion of the former
Ages of the World, thatis, as itisa
Difpenfation more inward and {piritu-
. aly and thereby Life and Immortality
~ brought more clearly to Light through
the Gofpel.

As
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As to what fome objet, that this
Dependance on God, and Truft and
Confidence in him, as it fuppofes Man
to be a weak, helplefs, depending Be-
ing, is a debafing human Nature. There
would be fome Reafon for this Objec-
tion, if one frail, fallible Man, was to
be fube¢t to another, equally frail and
fallible, or to any other Being below
their Creator : But that the Thing form-
ed, fthould depend on, and be fubject to
him that made it, has not the leaft Ab~
furdity in it: But on the contrary, as
every one that knows himfelf rightly,
muftt be fenfible of the Shortfefs of his
own Underftanding, as well as the Weak-
nefs and Deficiency of the Faculties of
his Mind in gencral; and by taking =
View of others, cannot but obferve the
like Imperfeétions in them, from thofe
Inconfiftencies and Contradictionswhich
appear among thc greateft Pretenders
to mere natural Reafon: He that confi-
ders this rightly, will find it difficult
in the Nature ot Things, to fix a Stan-
dard of Certainty in Underftanding,
and Stability in Practice, in any Thing,
bu' 1 God the Fountain of Truth, and
all YerfeCtion. And therefore, this is
fo far from debafing human Nature,

that
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that it is the only true Means of exalt-
ing of it, in the moft eminent Manner.
For Man baving by Sin and Difobedi-
ence, debafed himfclf, and caft himfelf
down from that State of Purity and Up.
rightnefs, in which (it is both reafon- .
able in itfelf, as well as agreeable to
Scripture, to believe that) God made
him, it is the higheft Honour to Man-
kind, as well as an Act of the greatett
Love in God, to interpofe with his
Help, in Order to reftore him to that
blefled State in which he was at firft
created.

That this is truly the Cafe, is fo e-
vident trom the general Tenor of the
Gofpel, that it has been often Matter
of Admiration to me, that any fhould
be found to difclaim fuch Help, and fet
up for felf-fufficient independent Be-
ings ; and yet at the fame Time, to
pretend to be Chriftians; when almoft
every Chapter in the New Teftament,
as well as other Parts of the Scriptures,
is a Witnefs againft them: And to fay
all that may be faid in Defence of this
Principle, would bc to tranfcribe the
greatelt Part of thefe facred Writings,
And I can account for this degenerate
Principle, which has of late appeared

in
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in fome, no otherwife, than by fuppo-
fing it to be the Effe¢t of the fame
Pride and Selfithnefs, which prevailed
on our firft Parents to difobey the
Command ot God, wiz. it being then
fuggefted, that upon their fo doing,
they fhould be no longer in a State of
Dependence as before, but that they
fhould be as Gods; and what lefs do
thefe modern Writers fuggeft, when
they tell us, that we are able of our
felves to do every Thing that is necef-
fary for our Acceptance with God ; that
is, that we are felt-fufficient or inde~
pendent, or in other Words, as Gods,
(that being one of tae incommunicable
Attributes of the Divine Being) which
to mention, is with me enough to con-
fute it.

Upon the whole, the Sum and Sub-
ftance of the Chriftian Religion, accord-
ing to what has already been advanced
out of Holy Scriptures, is this, viz.
Man having by tranfgrefling the Com-
mands of God, rendered himfelf an Ob.
jeét ot his Difpleafure, as well as put
himfelf out of a Capacity of reftoring
himfelt to the Favour of God, through
that Weaknefs and Depravity, which
sin hath bronght him under, it has plea-

 fed
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fed God to appoint a Means for his
Help, and Recovery, in both thefe Re-
{peéts, to wit, Jefus Chrift, through
whom, for the Sake of that one Offering
once made by him on the Crofs, God
the Father has declared himfelf recon-
ciled unto finful Man, upon Condition
of Repentance for Sins paft, and A-
mendment of Lite, forfaking Evil, and
doing Good ; in a Word, obeying God’s
Commands, and not without this Con-
dition: To which End, he alfo offers
him the Light and Help of his Grace
and good Spirit, that he may fec and
diftinguith Good and Evil, be affifted
and ftrengthned to do the one, and ef-
chew the other, and live for evermore ;
Which is ‘complete Salvation, and a
Religion worthy of God, in itfelf moft
reafomble, and deferving our ready

Acceptation.
I thought it neceflary thus to collect

from the Holy Scriptures, what the
Cbriftian Religion is in its pure primi-
tive State, becaufe fome of thofe who
have writ of late on that Subject, have
not thought fit to define what thcy mean
by Céhriftianity, in fuch clear explicit
T'erms as might be expected.

Some
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Some feeming to intend thereby, on-
ly a Belief of the Hiftory of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, on the fame Evidence
which we believe all other Hiftories.
Whereas by what has been faid, it ap-
pears, that the Chriftian Religion in-
cludes this Belief, (that is, where the
Gofpel has been preached and profef-
ed) but extends arfo farther, to wit, to
the fanctifying and purifying the Hearts
of thofe that rightly receive it, by the
Spirit of Chrift: Without which lait,
the firft avails nothing to our Accept-
ance with God. Others again make the
- Chriftian Religion to confift in mere Mo~
rality, and would have it to be only an
Improvemens of natural Religion, (as
they call it) and that thereby nothing
new is introduced into the World,
which we had not before, but this, that
Men arc in more plain and exprefs
Terms thercby informed what all Men
had before as rational Beings, which is
fufficient to fhew them their Duty to
God and one another, and bring them
into the Practice ot it, without any far-
ther Help than what they have in them-
iclves, ot themfelves. Some of thefe
have gone fo far, as to make it even an
indiffcrent Thing, whether Men believe

what
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what is recorded in the Holy Scrip«
tures, of our Lord Jefus Chrift, or not.
This is an Extream on the other Hand,
and both alike pernicious: Whereas the
true Medium 1is, that thofe to whom
the Gofpel is preached, ought to be-
lieve, and receive both the outward and
inward Appearance of the Son of’ God,
by the onc of which, they are putina
Capacity of Salvation; by the other,
they are actually and really faved thro’
the Power and Virtue of his Spirit.

CHAP V.

Upon what Evidence, principally the
Primitive Chriflians believed the
Truth of the Chriftian Religion.

IT temains now to enquire, upon what
Evidence principally the Primitive
Chriftians believed the Truth of the
Chriftian Religion. Anfwwer, Upon this
Evidence, to wit, the powerful In-
fluence which it had on the Minds of

thofe
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thofe to whom the Gofpel was preach-
ed, and who with an honett fincere
Heart attended to it ; not only to the
convincing their Underftandings of the
Truth of the Doltrine, but prevailing
on their Wills to a Conformity there-
unto, by the lively Operation of the
Spirit of Chrift, which was given for
that End. ‘That this was the Cafe, ap-
pears from many Inftances, fome of which
follow, As firft, Mat. vii. 28, 29. When
Fefuus bad ended thefe Sayings, (meaning
his Sermon on the Mount, a Sct of the
beit Doétrines and Precept: the World .
was ever bleft with) the People were a-

Sflonifbed at bis Doclrine, for be taught as
one baving Authority, anduot as the Scribes.
And Mark 1. 21, 2 1. And they went in-
to Capernaum, and flraitway, on the Sab-
bath be went into the Synagogue and taught,
and they were aflonifbed at bis Dollrine,
for be taught them as one that bad Autho-
rity, and not as the Scribes. Again, Luke
V. 32. And they were aflonifbed at kis
Docirine, for his Word was with Power.
Thefe Forms of Fxpretfion imply a pe-
caliar Virtue and Euicacy in the Words
of Chrift, beyond the Words of common
Teachers ; thefe reaching the outward
Fars, and ac bett but moving the Un-

| derftending
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derftanding to an Aflent, where the
Matter is true and convincing; but
thofe, befides convincing the Under-
ftanding, affect the Will, and all the
Faculties of the Soul to Obedience, by
a lively and powerful Influence, which
is peculiar to them. To the like Effect
we read, Fobu vi. when fome of his
Difciples had taken Offence, and went
back, and walked no more with him,
then Fefus [aid unto the Twelve, will ye
alfo go away ? Then Simon Peter anfwer-
ed, and faid, to whom fball we go? Thou
baft the Words of eterual Life; and we
believe, aud are fure, that thou art Chrift
the Son of the living God. 'The like
Confeflion the fame Apoftle made, Maz.
xvi. 16. upon which our Lord told him,
Flefb aud Blood bath not revealed it unto
theey but my Fatber which is in Heaven.
Here was again a complete Affurance. of-
his being the Son of the living God,
trom the lively Effe@s of his Words,
which were not only in themfelves li-
ving and powerful, but communicated
of that Virtue and Power to them,
which put the Matter out of all Que-
ftion, as to his Divine Miflion: And
theretore, they might well fay as they
did, whither fhall we go? what is there

wanting
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wanting to a compleat Fvidence, that
thou art Chrift, the Son of the living God.

To the like Effe¢t, our Lord tarther
afferts the Evidence of his Doétrine 3
fpeaking of himfelf as a Shepherd, and
his Followers as Sheep 5 When be putteth
forth bis own Sheep, be goeth before them,
and the Sheey follow bim, for they kuow
bis Ve ey and a Stranger they will not
follow, but will flee fronz bim, for they
know not the Voice of @ Stranger, John x.
4, 5. Here is a plain Diftinction be-
tween Voice and Voice, refpecting the
Evidence or Certainty of them, the one
being {elf-evident, the other uncertain;
the one well known, the other unknown:
And this felf-evidence, this Knowledge
applyed to the Voice of Chrift; The
Uncertainty or Defect of Knowledge, to
the Voice of a Stranger, that is every
other Voice, whether it be that of our
own deceitful Hearts, or that of others,
not under the Conduct or Diretion of
the Voice of Chrift. From all whichit is
farther evident that the Voice of Chriit
(whether we underitand it of his outward
Preaching theGotpelot theKingdom,asin
that Day, orhisinward Difcoveries tothe
Underttanding of Believers, by his Lighe
aud good Spinit) hasar Hvidence peculiar

E to
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to itfelf, exceeding all other Evidences,
to 2 Mind rightly difpos’d to receiveit.
If it be enquired, what does this Voice
difcover to them ? It may be anfwered,
Truths agreeable to the Will of God,
and their Duty accordingly, and that in
a Way {uitable to the prefent State the
Mind is-under. And thofe that attend
unto thefe, in the firft and {malleft Ma-
nifeftation, and become obedient thereto,
they are made Witnefles of farther and
greater Difcoveries, and an Inlargement
of Underftanding, refpeting the Doct-
rine of Chrift, according to our Lord’s
Saying, Fobu vii. 16, 17. My Dofirine is
not mine, but bis that fent me. If any
Man will do bis Will, be (ball know of the
Do&rine, whetker it be of God, or whe-
ther I fpeak of my felf. And for this End,
to wit, the inlarging our Underftandings,
rclating to the Doctrines and Precepts
of Chrift, in the moft certain and evi-
dent Manner, the Holy Spirit was pro-
mifed by him, and in due Time given,
whofe Office was to teach themall things,
to bring all Things to their Remem-
brance, whatfoever he had faid unto
them, to tettity of him, (Chrift) to re-
prove the World of Sin, &c. to guide
them (the Difciples and Followers ()§'
- Chrit

7/
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Chrift) into all Truth, to receive of his,
and thew unto them, &%¢. By all which
it is evident, that as Chrift died to put
Mankind in a Capacity of Salvation, fo
all the Benefits of the Gofpel are con-
veyed to us by the Holy Spirit, which
is given to Believers ; by which they are
ut in Remembrance of the Sayings,
that is, the Doctrines and Precepts of
Chrift. And 1t is this, as it comes from
him, fo it bears Teftimony to him, and
is a fufficient Teacher, for it guides
them into all Truth neceflary for them
to believe and practice; and laftly, it
receives of his, and thews unto them,
that is, it applics unto them all the Be-
nefits accruing by the Gofpel, as they
come under Qualifications fit to rcceive
them: To the Penitent it gives Remif=
fion of Sins, that is a Senfe of it, in
thofe Times of Refrethment which
come from his Prefence, and as they
continue in Faithtulnefs and Perfeverance,
attending to it, fanctifics them more and
more, and juftifies them, and gives them
Peace: And all this in a convincing felf=
evident Manner, as is clearly implied
in thefe Forms of Expreilion, 70 teach
theiin all Thingsy to teflify of Chrifly to
gz tiei igto all Truth, which it could
e not
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not properly be {aid to do, unlefs it did
it with Certainty; neither could it o-
therwife anfwer the End for which it
was given. |

And that it was fo in Fa&, will far-
ther appear, by fhewing, that as the
Holy Spirit was promifed, fo it was in
due Time given, to be a lafting perma-
nent Teacher, as well as Help to Beli-
cvers. For this Promife of the Holy
Ghoft had Reference, not only to that
great and notable Eftufion, cr pouring
out of the Spirit at the Time of Pente-
coff, which was a folemn Confirmation
of the rew and fpiritual Difpenfation of
the Gofpel ; but alfo to that Inftruétion,
which thofe that attended to it were to
receive from it continmally,according to
the Promif: of Chrift, %obn xvi. I will
pray the Fatber, and be [ball give you an-
other Cowmforter, that be may abide with
you for ever, viz. The Spirit of Truth.
So that the Spirit of Truth was to fup-
ply the Want cf his perfonal Prefence,
and to become a Teacher or Inftruétor,
as well as a Comforter to his Difciples
and Followers, after his Departure trom
them. In which confifted the peculiar
fpecifick Difference, (if I may fo call
it) between the Gofpel Difpenfation

and
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and all others: Under this, Men ha-
ving an iwward Inftructor always abid-
ing with them ; Whereas, under the
former outward Difpenfations, as the
Law was given to Mofes, and by him
committed to Writing, «d delivered
to the People, fo : after Ages, they
were to reccive the interpretation of it
from the Priefts Lips, which were there-
fore faid to preferve Knowledge.

Now, that this Promife of the Holy
Ghoft was fulfilled, appears by the Ac-
count we have of it in the A&%s of the
Apotftles, which tho’ a brief Hiftory of
what followed after the Refurrection
and Afcenfion of Chrift, yet in this ne-
ceflary Point is very fully as Chap. ii.
where we have a particular Relation of
the great Effufion of the Holy Spirit
on the Day of Pentecoft, which it is
certain, was particularly miraculous and
extraordinary, the Divine Wifdom fo
ordering it, for raifing the Attention,
and begetting Faith, in that which af-
terwards followed, to wit, the Preach-
ing and Propagation of the Gofpel to
the World. Concerning which, 1 fhall
not {peak now particularly, but only
obferve, that though this, in the Man-
ner of it was extraordinary, yet the

E 3 “Thing,
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Thing, viz. the Gift of the Holy Spirit
to Believers 1n general, was defigned to
be, and actually was given to them, as
2 common permanent Privilege, not on-
ly in the gathering the Church of Chrift,
but to remain with the Churches when
gathered. And that not only to the firt
Publithers of the Gofpel, for their Af-
fiftance in that Work, and afterwards
to the Minifters of the Churches, when
gathered into Socicties, but alfo to
thofe that heard them, and to all Mem-
bers of the Churches, by which they
were aflifted, and their Underftandings
opencd, to receive the Gofpel when
reached, and to be with them for a
xi"c:ac:h zr and Inftrucor,as well as Help-
er, in their whole Conduét, when out-
ward Teachers were abfent from them.
A few Inftances of this Tendency
may fuffice; as firfty, when Peter took
Occafion from the great Concourfe of
People that were gathered at the Day
of Pentccoft, to preach the Gofpel
to them, it 1s {faid, When they heard
this, they were pricked in their Hearts,
and faid unto Peter, and to the reft of the
Apoftles, Men and Brethven, what fball
we do ¢ Then Peter [aid wunio them, re-
pent, and be baptized every one of you, /zg'u
‘ | the
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the Name of Fefus Chrift, for the Remif-
fion of Sins, and ye [ball receive the Gift
of the Holy Ghz/’, for the Promife is unto
youw and your Children, and to all that are
afar off : Which was a very extenfive
Dcclaration of the Promife ot the Holy
Ghoft, both as to Time, bcing not only
to them, but to their Pofterity; and
Place, being not confined to them there
prefent, but to all that were afar off, as
well Believers in common, as Minifters
and Preachers. And Chap. v. wvei/. 32.
After Peter had preached Chrift to them
in thefe Words, The God of our Fathers
raifed up Fefus whom ye flew, and hang-
ed on a Tree, him bath God exalted <with
bis Right Hand, to be a Prince and «
Saviour, for to give Repentance unto Ifra-
el, and forgivene(s of Sins, and we are
bis PVime[/'e%' of thefe Things, and (o is
alfo the Holy Gloft, whow God bath gi-
ven to their that obey bim. Again,
Chapter x. Veife 44. They (the Gen-
tiles) were filled with the Holy Ghoff.
By thefe Paflages it appears, that
in the Preaching the Gofpel by the
Apotftles, the Holy Ghoft was given to
the Difciples, the Hearers, to thofe
that obeyed Ged without Dittinétion,
as well as to the Apoftles or Preachers

o4 ef
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of the Word ; and that it was a Wita
nefs to them of the Truth ot Chrift’s
Divine Miffion, and the good Efie&s of -
it, according to the Promife of Chrift
before cited, viz. He fball teftify of me.
That this was alfo given to Chrittians

in common, for the fame End, when
gathered into Churches, may appear by
many Inftances from the Epiftles, di-
re¢ted to the feveral Churches, by thofe
who were inftrumental in that Work :
A few Inftances may fuffice, as Romans
viii. wer/. 10,11,12,13,14,15,16. If
any Man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he
is none of bis. _And if Chrift be 1 you,
the Body is dead becaufs of Sin, but the
Spirit is Life, becaufe of Righteoufnefs
but if the Spirit of bim that raifed up Fe-
Jus from the Dead, dwell in you, He that
raifed up Chrift from the Dead, (ball alfo
quicken your mortal Bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you. Therefore Brethren,
we are Debtors, not to the Flefb to live
after the Flefb, for if ye live after the
Flefb ye fhall die; but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Body,
ye (ball live. For as inany as ave led by
the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of
Ged.  For ye have not received the Spirit
of Bondage aca:p to frar 2 But ye have
received
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received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby
we cry Abba Father, the Spirit it felf
- beareth Witnefs with our Spirit, that we
are the Children of God. In this Paflage
may be obferved, firt, the Neceffity of
having the Spirit of Chrift, fo that thofe
who have it not, do not belong to him,
are none of his. Secondly, the Work of
it, that it mortifies the Dceds of the
‘Body, and quickens the Soul to a Life
of Holinefs, infomuch, that thofe that
are led by it, become the Sons of God,
begotten into his Image or Likenefs.
And lattly, that it bears Witnefs with
their Spirics, that they are his Children,
that is, gives them a certain Senfe or Un-
derftanding of it, by an Evidence pe-
culiar to itfelf.

Again, 1 Cor. Chap. ii, and iii. are full
of Teftimonies to the KEvidence and
Certainty of this Principle: What is
moft diretly to that Purpofe, we have
in Chap.ii. verf. 11, and 12. What Man
knoweth the Things of Man, fave the Spi=
vit of Man which is in bim 2 Even [o the
Things of God knoweth no Man, but the
Spirit of God. Now we bave received not
the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit
which is of God, that we might know the
Things which are freely giveu to us of Ged.

We
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We have here a plain Diftinétion bea
tween the Spirit of Man, and the Spirit
of God, and the diftinét Office of the
one and the other, as they are imploy’d
about Things of a very different Na-
ture, viz. the Things of a Man, or na-
tural Things, and {piritual Things, or
the Things of God, or which are treely
given to us of him: By which muft be
meant the Benefits we receive by the
Coming of Chrift, the free Grace or Fa.
vour of God through him, which are
only known to belong to us, by the
Senfe or Evidence which his Spirit gives
us of ity in our faithful walking with
him; for which End he tells them Chap.
1i. verf. 16. That they aie the Teinples of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
in them. It does not once vifit them,
and thcn leave them, but abides with
them for a Conftancy: And therefore
~ the fame Apoftle charges it an the Ga-
~latians as Folly and Degeneracy, that
they, having once received this Princi-
ple through the Faith of the Gofpel,
were declining from it, and rcturning to
Fewifh Ceremonies. This only would I
learn of yon, Chap. iii. verf. 2, and 3.
Received ye the Spirit by the Works of the
Law, or by bearing of Faith; Are you [o

_ﬁajf,/l’a
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foolifb, baving begun in the Spirity are ye
now made perfect by the Flefb ¢ Having
rececived a Principle, in which there 1s
an Evidence and Certainty, by which
you may know; as well as Virtue and
Power, by which you may do the good
and acceptable Will of God j are you
for leaving this living powertul Princi-
~ ple, and turning again to the wesk and
Eeggarly Elements, viz. Circumeifion, and
the Obfervation of Days, &c. from which
Things it is evident, that the principal
Defign of this Epiftle, was to withdraw
them, and to eftablifh them on this di-
vine Principle, as a moft fure Founda~
tion. And therefore, having Chap. v.
ver/. 22, 23. enumerated the moft ex-
cellent Virtues, in which a Chriftian
Life confifts, wiz. Love, Joy, Peace,
Long-fuffering, Gentlenefs, Goodnefs,
Faith, Mecknefs, Temperance, which
he calls Fruits of the Spirit: He adds,
if we live in the Spirit, let us alfo walk
iz the Spirit. And with Refpect to out-
ward Ceremonies, fuch as Circumcifion,
he tells them Chap. v. wver/. 6. wcither
Circumcifion availeth any Thing, nor Un-
cireumcifiony but Faith whickh worketh by
Love. And Chap. vi. ver(. 15. In Chrift
Fefus, wzither Circumcifion aw:‘lerﬁ’; any
Thin:,
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Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, but & New
Creatnure; which is the Work and Ef-
fe& of the Divine Spirit. But I would
confine my felf at prefent to fuch Paf-
fages as fpeak of the Holy Spirit as an
Evidence and Ground of Certainty to
Believers, refpecting the Truth of Chri-
ftianity, of which, having produced
fome Inftances out of the Writings of
this great Apoftle of the Gentiles, trom
which many more might be cited from
every onc of his Epiftles, and almoft e-
very Chapter, to avoid unneccflary Re-
petitions, I fhall proceed to cite fome
Paflages out of the firft Epittle of Fobn,
which are moft direCt and appofite to
the prefent Purpofe, as containing a
clear Teftimony to this Principle of
Certainty.  Firft, under the Term of
Anointing, Chap. ii. verf. 2o0. Ye have
an Unction from tbe Holy One, and ye
kiow all Things, and ver/. 26, 27. Thefe
Things bave I written unto you, concerning
them that feduce you : But the Anointing
which ye have received of bim, abideth in
yoits and ye necd not that any Man teach
youy, but as the fame Anointing teacheth
you of all Things, and is Truth, and is
no Lye, and even as it bath taught you,
ye (ball abide in ity (for fo it may be

juftly
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juftly rendcred.) The Occafion of this
Expreflion, was to eftablifh them againtt
. Seducers and Apoftates, for he mentions
ver(. 19. Some that went out from us, but
they were not of us, forifthey bad been of us
they would no doubt bave continued withus,
but they went out, that they might be made
manifeft that they were not all of us , and
then proceeds, but yout have an Unction &c.
The obvious Conftruétion of all which,
is, that though the good Apoftle wrote
~ to them by Way ot Advice and Cauti-
~ on, relating to the Danger they were
under of being deceived, and drawn from
the Faith by Apoftates and Seducers ;
yet his principal Bufinefs, was to put
them in Remembrance of an Inftructor,
which they had always with them, to
which, it they duly attended, they
would not abfolutely need his Inftruc-
tion, or that of any other Man; for by this
they knew all Things, and were taught
all Things ncceflary for thein: And
therefore he advifes them principally to
regard this, to abide under its Teach~
ing, and then they would be in no Dan-
ger from Seducers, but having received
trom God (the Holy One) a Ground of
Cer_ainty, which was always with them,
attending conftantly to ir, s by this
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they were firft begotten into the Faith of
the Gofpel, fo by the fame they would be
preferved and eftablithed in it, againft
all. Oppofition. |

The fame Apoftle in the following
Paflages, is yet more clear and exprefs,
it” potiible to our prefent Purpofe, Chap.
iil. ver/. 24, Hereby we know that be a-
bideth in us by bis Spirit, which he bath
given us. Chap. iv. verl. 13. Heredy we
know that we dwell in him, and hein us,
becaufe be bath given us of bis Spirit,
Chap. v. verl. 9,10, 11, 12. If we receive
the ﬁ/itlzaﬁ‘ of Men, the Witnefs of God
is greater y for this is the Wituefs of God,
which be bath teflified of bis Son, He
that velieveth in the Son of God, bath the
Wituefs in kimfelf, be that belicveth not
God, bath made hine a Liar, lecaufe be
believerh not the Record thar God gave of
bis Son. Auwd this is the Record that
God hath given unto us, eteiial Life, and
this Life is iy bis Sou : e that bath the
Son bath Life, aud he vhat bath it the
Son of God, bhath not Lite. And wvei/. 20.
We kiow that the Sou of Ged is coiite, and
bath given us an Underfiaiding, that we
may know bim that is true, and we are in
bim that is trucy, even in bis Son “fefus

Chrift.
gL By
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By comparing thefe Texts, it “wil,
clearly appear, firft, that the Spirit of
God, which was given to Believers, was
not only in it {elb certain, but was that
by which they had an Evidence or Af-
{furance of thcir being in his Favour,and
that not tranfiently, but that he abode
in them, and they dwelt in him for a
Continuance, which enabled them tolive
according to the Will of God, and gave
them Peace and Confolation in their {o
living; and as this was given to them of
God, fo he calls it the Witnefs or Te-
ftimony of God, and declares it to be
greater than that of Man, or any hu-
man Teftimony: as if he had faid, It
we receive the Teftimony of Men, whe-
ther it be that of our own Senfes, or the
Report of others, whom we have jutt
Reafon to belicve for their Veracity;
we do well fo far. But the Teftimony
of the Holy Spirit of God, confifiing
in the lively Operation of it upon our
Spirits, to the quicknicg and raifiag of
them to a Life of Holinefs :nd true
Rightcoufnefs, who werc dead in Sins
and "I'refpatles, this is greater than any
hurman Teftimony whatfoever 5 and th's
) Lettimony is not at a Dittance from us,
but he that believerh has it in himfelf,

L P
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he that hath the Son of God, hath this
Life, this Virtue, this Power, by which
he acts vigoroufly id the Things of God;
and he that harh -not the Son of God,
hath not this Life. And left they thould
think this only as an Amufement, or
fomething unintelligible, defigned blind.
ly to move the Aftections only, and not
to inform the Underftanding ; he adds
Verf¢ 20. that it was from an Under-
ftanding he had given them, (which
therefore of themielves they had not)
that they knew the Son of God was
come, and that from that Truth and Sin-
cerity, which he had begotter in them,
they knew him that was the Fountain
of Truth, or Truth itfclf, and that they
were in him, being made like unto him,
which was a wife and jult Way of Rea-
foning.

Agreeable hereunto, the Apottle Paul
calls the Holy Spirit of God, the Spirit
of Wifdom and Revelation, in the Know-
ledge of bim, the Eyes of their Under-
ftanding being enlightned, Eph.i. 17,18,
and 2 Cor. iv. 6,7. God who commanded
Light to (bine out of Darkune/sy hath (bin=
ed in our Hearts, to give us the Light of
the Kuowledge of the Gloiy of Gody tu the
Face of “Fefus Chriff. So that trom hence
1t
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it abundantly appears, that in thofe
early Times of Chriftianity, the Spirit
of God, which was given to Believers,
through Jefus Chrift, did influence all
the Powers and Faculties of the Soul,
the Underftanding as well as Will and
Affe&ions, and in their certain Experi=
ence of this, confifted the principal Evi-
 dence of the Truth of the whole; I fay
principal Evidence, becaufe in this Ex-
perience, the great End of the Coming
of Chrift, which was to deftroy the
‘Works of the Devil, to purify and fanc-
tity the Hearts of Men, was fully and
compleatly anfwered: And therefore,
thofe that were Witnefles of it, belic~
ved the Gofpel for its own Sake, be-
caufe they knew it to be what it was
declared to be, The Power of God to
Salvation : And all other Evidences 4l
extra, were defigned as Means to brin
Men to this great End, and for the Sake
of it; and this being found true, the
Truth of the whole was cftablithed bs-
yvond Contradic¢tion: Whereas, if this
had failed, if thofc who had received
the Gofpel had found themfelves never
the better for it, there was great Rea-
lon to fuppofe that all had been fuf-
pected for Tmpoftu-e, notwithftanding

I thof=
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thofe external Evidences attending it.
But now the primitive Believers might
fay as the Samaritans didy, Fobu iv. 42.
having put thc Matter upon an Experi-
ment, and found it compleatly to anfwer
its main Defign, which was tbhe Refor-
mation of Mankind; Now we believe
not becaufe of the Report of others, or
for the Sake of any external Evidence
or Credentials only, (though we do not
flight or difefteem them) but we bave
beard bin our felves, we have had Ex-
perience ourfclves ot the good Effeéts
of his Coming, thercfore, <we know that
this is indeed the Chrift, the Saviour of
the World.

CHAP VL

What the Chriftian Religion 75, or ought
to be now, and upor what Evidence
priucipally true Chriftians of this Ge-

neration, receive and belicve 1t.

I,T remains now to enquire, upon what
- Evidence principally true Chriftians of
‘this Generation, receive and belicve the
Chriftian Religion. Before I direétly
anfwer



A

anfwer this Inquiry, I would obferve,
that the Chriftian Religion is or was de-
figned, to be the fame in fucceeding
Generations that it was in the primitive
Times; that is, as the Gofpel was then
an inward and powerful Thing; whercby
the Hearts of Men were fanfified and
purified from their Defilements, fo it is
the fame at this Day, and was fo at all
'Times fince its firft Publications. And
the true Reafon why this does not ap=
pear fo generally among the Profeflors
of it, is not any Defeét in the Thing,
but Mens Unbelief and Error in Judg-
ment, they not believing itto be fo; and
confequently not applying for Hel ;'
where alone it is to bg had. And this
I take to be the firft ground and Foun-
dation of that Degeneracy which has fo
ecnerally appear’d, and ftill remains a-
mong Chriftians. Men errcneoufly fup-
pofing, that the Iffufion of the Spirit,
and the Gifts, and Graces accompanying
it, was a ‘Thing peculiar to the Infancy
of Chrittianity 5 and as 1t did in agreac
Meature ceafe very cariy after the Apo~
itles Days, foit was defigred thaticfhould
m after Ages ceafe intirely, and Men
to be left to the Inftrudtions left them
by the Iifpired\Writers inthe holy Scrip-

I’ 2 turcs,
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tures, out of which every Man is to
colleét his Duty relating to Faith and
Praétice, in the beft Manner he can: [
call this an Error in Judgment, becaufe
it is contrary to the Scriptures theme
felves ; which thofe who are in this Be-
lief, would have to be their Rule in all
Things, then furely in this as well as
other Things ; there being nothing more
fully declared in thofe facfed Writings,
than the Neceflity, the Power and Suffi-
ciency of this Priuciple, infomuch that
it appears, that the very Effence of the
C/ﬂgﬁdﬂ Religion, as to the real peculi-
ar Benefit and Excellency of it confifts
in this, which is infeparable from it
in the Nature of the Thing. And
therctore, however Men may have fuppo-
fed it to be altered, and would reprcﬁent
it to differ from what it was originally,
- unlefs we lay afide a great Part of the
Holy Scriptures, it is the fame now it
was then.

This Samenefs of the Chbriftian Reli-
giou, 1s not only agreeable to Scripture,
but to the Nature of the Thing, for
the Thing in its Nature, End and De-
iign, is unchangeable ; former Difpenfa-
tions, becaufe of their Weaknefs and
Unprofitablencfs, were changeable, and

were
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were defigned to be changed ; it being
the Will of God, not to difpenfe to
finful Men all his Bleflings at once, but
by weaker Difpenfations to make them
{ee their own Frailties and Infirmities,
in order to make Way for one that
was more powerful; the Law cof the New
Covenant being inward, and powerful,
and the Priefthood perfeét inevery Re-
{pect, and unchangeable: For what Al-
teration can there be expefted in a
Thing which is already compleat; and
fuch was the Chriftian Religion in its firft
Inftitution, as tending to deftroy Sin in
the very Root or Conception of it, by
the inward Operation of the Holy Spi-
rit againft its firft Motions ; as well as
perfeétly to attone for Sins paft, by the
Offering ot Chrift once made on the .
Crofs.

I would alfo have it obferved, that by,
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which 1
affirm to be defigned to remain in the
Chriftian Church in all Ages, T do not
mean the Gift of Miracles, fuch as were
in the primitive Times, which were
thought neceffary (ihe Diving “Wibm:
fo ordering it) for the introducing the
Chriftian Religion into the World: But
oy the Gifts of the Holy Spirit to

I 3 remain
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remain in the Church, I mean the Helps
afforded us thereby, for the great Ends
of Sanétification, and renewing the
Mind into a State of Holinefs ; and this
Diftinétion is evidently to he obferved,
I Cor.xii. 7. where the Apoftle takes No-
ticein the Verfes foregoing, that there
were Diverfities of Gitts, and Differen-
ces of Adminiftrations, acd Diverfities
of Operations, which were peculiar,
fome to one, and fome to another, he
~adds, verfe 7. though there are thefe Di-
~perfities, &c. yet there is one Thing in
which they all agree, to wit, thatr the
Manifeftation of the Spirit is given to every
Man to profit withal, thatis, to improve
in Virtue, in Holinefs, in Religion, and
in godly Living, which as ’tis equally
neceflary m all Ages, fo it 1s afforded
to Men in all Ages, and that in 2 Way
plain, intelligible and felf-cvident, other-
wife ‘tis improperly called a Mawifefia-
tion, which -admits of no Doubtfulnefs
or Obfcurity; as on the other Hand, if
the Difcoveries of the Spirit were doubt-
ful and obfcure, Mankind were ftill left
at Dncertginties about their Duty as
“Chriftians, contrary to the very Tenor
ot the New Covenant, wherein it is faid
Heboviii, 10,11, I will put iny Laws into
| their
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their Minds,and writethem in theivHearts,
and Iwill betothesina God,andthey fhall be
t0 e a People; and they fhall uot teach e~
very Man bis Neighbour, and every Man bis
Brother, faying, kuow the Lovd, for all fball
know me, frois the leaft of thei to the great=
¢ft. Now was this{poken to that Genera-
tion only, or docs it relate to us alfo ?
Certainly to us as well as to them, inaf-
much as in this Knowledge of the Lord
thus attain’d, confifts the very Charac-
ter of the Ncw or Gofpel Covenant, as
diftinguifh’d from the 5[(1 or Legal one :
And thcrefore, unlefs we fhould fuppofe
the Gofpel to be onc Thing at one Time,
and another Thing at another Time,
which is an Abfurdity not to be admit-
ted : as Knowledge implies Ccrtainty,
{o the Laws of God writtenin the Mind,
and the Knowledge of him arifing from
thence, is certain and evident to thofe
that rightly attend to it, at all Times.

From which 1t may be juttly conclu-
ded, that as the Chriffian Religion is in

all Ages the fame, {o the principal Evi-

dence of 1t is the fame in all Ages, con-
fiting in the Knowledge and Experience
of the Virtue and Power of the Faith of
the Gofpel, to the puritying and fancti-

fying the Heart and bringing forth the
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good Fruits of the Spirit, according as
the fame are inwardly difcovered to us,
by thc Light and Manifeftation thereof’
and in this Experience, the Truth and
right Underftanding of the general Doc-
trines of Religion contained in the Ho-
1y Scriptures, is beft fecured and eftab-
lithed tor all the good Ends and Purno-
fes of them. And all the Precepts of
Chriftianity are only efteCtually com-

lied with this Way, to wit, by the
!Ii'aith of the Operation of the Spirit of
God ; fo that we may truly fay ir this
Cafe, as the Apoftle did, relating to the
Law in that Day, viz. Do we make void
the Scriptures through Faith? Nay, we
eftablifb the Scriptures: And it is for
Want of Men’s applying themfelves to
the acquiring this Experience through
Faith, that the geperal Doétrines of
Religion are perverted, and the Scrip-
tures themfelves wrefted, in order to re-
concile the Chriflian Religion (thc moft

ure Inftitution that cver was in the

Vorld, or can be) to a State of Sin and
Iniquity, to our beloved Lufts and Paf-
fions; Men erroncoufly fuppofing, that

~ as long as they are in the Profeflion of

the Chiiflian Faith, that is as they ac-
count it, 1o the Beliet of certain Facts

and
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and Propofitions, which they have col-
leted out of the Scriptures, they are
intitled to the Benefits of the Coming
of Chrift, notwithftanding their conti-
nuing in a finful State more or lefs, which
they are very ready toindulge themfelves
in, when thus perfuaded; than which,
nothing is more contrary to the whole
Tenor of the Gofpel as delivered in the
Scriptures,and confequently tothe Scrip-
turcs themfelves.

But it may be asked, how may we be-
come Witnefles of this Work ? Aufwer,
Not by learned Diflcrtations about it,
for the gencrality of Mankind are not
qualified for thefe ; not by long Argu-
ments, or Deduétiqns of nice Reafon-
ings, for the far greater Part of Man-
kind are not capable of thofe, though
they may have a fufficient Share of Un-
derftanding, to aét that Part in the Cre-
ation which Providence hss allotted
them § nor even by the Exercife of that
Portion ¢f Reafon and Underftanding
which we have as Men, unafiifted by the
Illumination of the Holy Spirit of God :
For the Mijnd with all its lgacultics, the
Reafon or Underftanding, as well as
Will and Affeétions, being the Thing
which is out of Order, and wants Re-

gulation;,
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ulation ; it is prepofterous to {uppofe
%hat it thould liglﬁatc itfelf, wil:}h)out
Help received fomewhere ; and it is as
abfurd toimagine, that one Man equally
fallible, fhould rcgulate the Errors of
another, notwithftanding any fuppofed
Superiority of Judgment from Learning
or other Acquircments: The learned
Part of Mankind being notorioufly as
much at Variance, as the illiterate or
ignorant ; and rather niore fo about the
Things of God , and even natural Things;
thcrcgbcing a great Difagreement among
them, about the very firgt Principle of
Knowledge in thefe Things, in which
they have brought forth nothing which
may be depended upon for certain, fa-
ving in thofe Parts which are capable of
Demonfiration, fuch as Mathenatical
Learning, and that which depends on
Experiments 3 and this laft is the princi-
pal Ground of Certainty in Religion; for
as in natural Knowledge, which depends
on Experinents, the Certainty does not
terminate in the Judgment or Affent of
the Mind barely, though from the Rea-
fonablenefs of the Thing, the Mind may
have a good Degree of Certainty con-
cerning it, but yet there remains fome
Degree of Sufpence or Doubtfulnefs, till

Jdi1
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an Experiment be rightly mgde and
tound to fucceed; this removes every
Appecarance of Uncertainty: So in Re-
ligion, from the Credibility of the Hi-
ftory, which we have as mych Reafon to
believe as any of the beft attefted Ace
counts of Things at that Diftance of
Time, and from othcr undoubted Marks
of Sincerity and Veracity, which ape
bear every where in the Writings of the
KTcw Teftament § from thefe Confiderae
tions there is juft Reafon to believe the
Truth of what is recorded: But as the
main End of the Chriftian Faith 18 tQ
make Men better, to renew and fan&ify
the Mind, which has beendeprav’d, when
Men apply themiclves to ghis Weork,
not trufting in themfclim=but in the
Grace of God, (wlyiall W
that End) for his ¥l
and in their fo doing, find themfelvey
helped and afhited by him, thefe axa
fatisfied beyond all Doubt or Hefitati=
on, concerning the T'ruth of the Chia
Sftian Religivn, being in the ackuszl Pof-
feflion of the good Effe@®s of it, by
which they not only believe the Doc-
trines of Chriftianity, but know them
fulfilled in their own Experience, as ta:
their main End and Defign.

T
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To return therefore to the Enquiry,
how Men may attain this Experience?
Aunfwer, by attending to that which
difcovers to them the State of their
Minds, in the feveral Circumftances (if
I may fo call it) of a Chriftian Life; |
and obeying its Difcoveries, that is, in
the firft Place, as it finds Men in a fin-
ful polluted Statc, fo it fets their Sins
in Order before them, which is the firit
right Step in order to the overcoming
of them; and when through Faith in his
Power and Sufficiency, and Obedience
thereunto, they have gained fome De-
gree of Victory, then by attending from
Time to Time, for farther Difcoveries
of thofe Evils. which yet remain, and
waiting for i»reler Degrees of Strength
from him, for teMeltroying of them,
and entring into, and perfevering in a
virtuous religious Courfe of Life, asthe
fame 1s gradually opened to them, by
that Light which makes all Things ma-
nifeft, not only what relates to Men’s
Words and Adtions, but alfo, and morc
efpecially what their Thoughts, and the
fecret Springs and Defigns of all their
Words and A&ions arej for as the Statc
and Condition {piritually of everv par-
ticular Man, -hath fomathing in it pecu-

1 )
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liar to itfelf, by which it differs from
the State of all others, fo it is the Spi-
rit of God alene, which at Times and
Scafons, difcovers to every Man truly
and impartially what its State is, in fuch
evident Manner, that it cannot be de-
ceived, if duly regarded.

It is true, the Holy Scriptures con=
tain general Rules relating to our Duty,
both what we ought to do, and what to
lcave undcne : %ut it is this faithful
Monitor in our own Breaft, that tells
every Man in particular, Thou art the
Maun, this is thy State, this Thing thou
oughtceft to have omitted, and the other
to have done, the Thoughts of thy
Hecart in this or the other Action, were
or were not right ; Apd this it does fre-
quently, by bris§ghg to our Remem-
brance fome Text "o? Scripture (where
the Scripture is read and protefled) and
opening and applying it powerfully to
the prefent State of every Man, in fuch
a Manncr, that he fees himfelt clearly,
the Spirte of God bearing Witnefs with
his Spirit to the Truth of his State, as
tt really 1s in'the Sight of God, and ci-
ther juttitying or condemning of him,
according as he is found obeying or dif-
cheving this wward  Law, which will

bear
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bear Witnefs for or againft him, in the
great Day of Account, when God thall
judge thc fecret Thoughts, as well as
"Words and Actions of all Men, by Je-
fus Chrift. Now this is a plain, intel-
ligible, rational Thing, equally fo to the
Unlearned and Learned, to the Foolifh
and Wife, for cvery Difcovery of it is
certain to the one, as well as to the o-
ther; God having given to every Man
according to their feveral Abilities, and
requiring Obedience accordingly, fo that
all are left without Excufe; and this
gain intelligible Way of attaining the

nowledge of God, and thc neceflary
‘T'ruths of Religion, however it may be
efteemcd by the Wife and Prudent of
this World, is.what recommends it to
thofe who rightly ceafider the truc End
and Defign of its Inftitution, as an In-
ftance of the great Wifdom and Good-
nefs of God ; 1t being moft unreafcnable,
feeing all are equally concerned in the
great Affair of Salvation, that the Way
which leads to it fhould be {o intricate
and difficult, that none but the Learncd
and polite Part of Mankind could un-
derftand, and the Unlcarnced and com-
mon Sort muft feck to them for Inftruc-

rions about it ; whereas in Fact, this is
{c
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i far irom being tp? ~Cafc, that to im-
partial Obfcrvers of 'Things it appears,
that thefe are they who have moft of
all pcrplcxcd the Caufc of Rclig%on, by
departing themiclves, and leading o-
thers from the Simplicity of the Truth
as it is in jcfus, into vain Janglings,
and mere Strifc of Words, applyiag
their learned Notions and Diftinétions,
(which when true and rightly applied,
may be of Ufe) to Objects, to which
they are not, nor can not be adequate
or adapted : And in this Manner expo=-
fing one another, and leading others with
them to expofe one another, to the De-
ftruction of Chriftian Charity, which is
the Bond of Perte&ion of all-Goodnefs.

And this has been -evidently one
Caufe (among others, and no fmall one)-
of thofe Frecdpms which have been
ufed of late, rélating to the Truth of
Religion 1 general : The Enemies of it,
taking Occation from thefe imprudent
Contentions (to iav no worfe of them).
to reprefent the Thing itfelf as uncer-
tain, thereby iatroducing Scepticifin in
Religion, as well as D27z and fufideli-
ty > Whereas, thofc who know ths
Vrathof the Chritize D:Frinzsthis plain
Wav, as they ar2 sarisfi=d themfelves,

kncwmg
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knowing him in whom they have belie-
ved, fo they dare make an Appeal to
every Man’s Confcience, for a Teftimo-
ny concerning it: And though they do
not prefently commence complete Cafu-
ifts in Divinity, nor do they defire it,
knowing that many of the Controverfies
on Foot are of little Signification to the
main End of Religion, yet being in the
actual FExperience of the good Ends
of the Coming of Chrift, they not only
believe the great Truths of Chriftianity
relating thereto, and what he did and
fuffered for them, but have a reverend
Regard for them, knowing that thereby
a Foundation was laid, for all that Good
which they are in the Pofleffion of.

Upon the whole, as the great End of
the Chriflian Religion, {o far as concerns
the Part Mankind are to aét in it, 1s to
rencw and fanctify the Mind, and con-
fequently to reform the whole Converfa-
tion, through the Power and Efficacy ot
the good Spirit of God, which is given
for that End: So the principal Evi-
dence of the Truth of it is the Expe-
rience of the cfteétual working of this
‘Power, by which thofe who are {o hap-
py as to become Witnefles of it, not
only are fatisficd for cver themlclyes,

as
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as to the Truth of the whole, but are
alfo Lights in the World, by which
others fecing their good Works, wrought
by the Power of Godlinefs, are (or may
be, if they apply themielves rightly to
it) induced to make a Proof of the
fame Thing, in order that thcy may
glorify God their Father, who is in

Heaven.

CHAP VIL

Containing Anfwers to fome Obyections,
with fome gencral Obfervations on
the whole,

A M fenfible it has been made an Ob-
je€ticn againft the Truth and Effica-

cy of the Churiffiun Relicion, that there
arc fuch Diverfities ¢t Judgments a-
bout it, fome of which muit be er-
ronecus, and fo great Degeneracy of
Pradtice, as appears among the Pro-
feffors of” i+ at this Time: But this
Obje&icn has not .ov juft Ground, for
it docs rot tollow, beeaufe there are
(e many
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many Errors among Men, about this
mott neccflary Aflairy that therefore
there is no Truth or Certainty in it ;

but this is rather a Confirmation of |

the Shortnefs of human Underftanding,
when left to itfelf] and applied to fpi-
ritual and divine fubjelts , and therefore,
that Men have a real Need of Help and
Inftruction from God. And as to that
Loofnefs ot Prattice which appears at
this Time among the Profeflors of Re.
Jigionry and 1s made an Objetion by the
Encmies of ity to the Verity and Suffi.
ciency of Religion itfelf, it is a very
wrong Way of Arguing ; that becaufe
many of thofe who have taken upon them
the Profeflion of Religion, by neglecting
the He/p which God has ordain’d tor
them, which would preferve them from
falling into Evil, are overcome by it,
that therefore there is no fuch He/p of-
fcred to Men ; unlefs it could at the fame
Time be proved (as certainly it cannot)

that no fuch Power is given, and that

never any, by their utmoft Application
to it, have been enabled to do the Wil
of Gedj; the contrary of which is mott
apparent, both from the Accounts of
holy Scripture, wherein we find tha
many were turned from Evil to Geod,

iruits

i
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from Unrighteoufnefs to Righteoufnefs,
from a State of Nature, in which they
brought forth the Fruits of the Flefh, to
a State of Grace, in whichthey brought
forth the Fruits of the Spirit.  And not
only fo, but from the Hiftory of all A«
ges of Chriftianity, though a Degenera-
cy in Pradtice prevailed over too many,
yet there were fome in whom the ‘Power
of Religion appeared, and thercby be«
came Lights ot the World in all Ages,
and even at this Time, fome fuchamong
all Proteflions; though 1t muft bc con-
fefled, that Wickednefs in a remarkable
Manner prevails at prefent : But to
make this an Objection againft the Virs
tuc and Power of Religion, {ounds very
odly in the Mouths of the prefent Ob-
jeCtors, becaufe it is moft apparently
owing to thofe loofc Principles, which
they themfelves have of late introdaced
and propagated in the Worldj and is
{o tar trom being any real Objection, that
’tis a Confirmation ot the Weaknels and
Depravity of Human Nature when left
to it felf; and confequently that Man-
kind has an abfolutc iNced of Help in
this Refpect alfo from God, which it i
the great Delion of the Gefnel to {up-
ply them with: And the 0.2 Rosdon
(O of

-
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of the Prevalency of Wickednefs among
Mankind, at this and all other Times,
is not that there is no Help afforded
them, but their neglecting and even de-
nying of it; which is at this Time too
much the Cafe, not only of the Oppo-
fers of Religion, but the Profeflors of
it ; which the Apottle Panl foretold,
2 Jim. iil. 1,2, 3,4 5. in thefe Words,
This know alfoy that in the laft Days, pe-
vilous Tuizes [ball come 5 for Men fball be
Lovers of their ownfelves, covetous, boafi-
ers, proud, blafpheners, difobedicut to
Parents, unthankful, unboly, without na-
tural Affection, Truce-Lreakers, falft
Accufers, incontinent, frerce Defpifers of
thofe that are good, Traitors, beady, bigh
Minded, Lovers of Pleafure more than
Lovers of God, baving a Form of Godli-
wefs, but demying the Power thereof:
Which lagft, to wit, denying the Power
¢f Gudlinefs, is the Caufe of all the reft,
and is at this Time the true Fountain
or Source, from whence that Torrent ot
Wickednefswhich runs downthe Streets, §
takes its Rife; {o that 1t may be truly |
faid, that perilous Times are come, aud }
Men too, many of them fuch as hert |
deferioed.
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If it be enquired, how may we di-
ftinguith that Underftanding received
from God, and the Help which he gives
us, to believe and act accordingly, from
the Underftanding which arifes trom the
Exercife of our Reafon, and that Pow=-
er which refults from our own Will
barely ? T anfiver, (hefides what has been
alrcady faid of an Evidence which is
peculiar to it, which cannot be fo fully
defcribed to others, as it is felt and ex-
periznced by him that hath it) that
thofc who have this' Experience, know
certainly, that as at Times in their fi-
lent Retirements, and humblec Waitings
on God, they receive an Underftanding
of his Will relating to their prefent
Duty, in fuch a clear Light as leaves
no Doubt or Hefitation ; fo at other
Times, when this is withdrawn from
them, they are at a Lofs again, and f:c
themiches as they really are, iunorant
and deftitute ; and th: Cafe 1s thz fam
in Refpect to Power, they are fontible
at ‘T'imes of a certai Vigour and Live-
linefs artending them, by which they
arc not only preferved from Evil of all
Kinds, but their Hearts, all the Pewers
and Facaltics of their Soul:, are in-
larged to run the MWays of Gold’s Com-

G 3 manls
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mands with Chearfulnefs: Whereas at
other Times, when this fcems to be
withdrawn from them a little, they are
reduced to a deep Scnfc of their own
Weaknefs and Infufficiency, in which
they are humbled, and led to apply a-
gain for Help to the Throne of Grace,
which in due Time is renewed to them,
to their great and unfpeakable Comfort,
And as this Underflanding, and this
Stiesiztly 1s fometimes in a {enfible Man-
ner prefent with them, and fomctimes
fecms to be hid from them: So from
hence they know it to be a Thing not
of themfelves, or in their own Power,
but the Gift of God ; and therefore
they find it their great Duty and Inte-
rcft, in all Times of Dithcultics, or
Temptations, from whatever Caufc they
may proceed, to truft in the Lord, and
to depend upon him for Help, inwhich
they never are difappointed, but finding
always Succefs in this holy Dependance
on 2 Divine Aid, thcir Heurt becomes
more and morc fixcd and cftablithed,
trufting in him in all their Afllictions
an:! Defeements, and praifing of him for
thele lively Helps and Encouragements
air.ady rcecived.

Now
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Now in all this, there is an obvious
Diftin&ion between what arifes from our
own Underftanding, merely fo, and an
Underftanding received from God ; and
yet our own Underftandings as Men,
are not unconcerned 1n 1t, but are in an
agrceable Manner exercifed and imploy-
ed ; for thefe neceflary Truths relating
to Faith and Practicc, being thus pre-
fcnted to them, and the Mind being
convinced thercof, cither by onc clear
View, or by undeniable Dedudtions of
certain Reafonings agreeable to the Ca-
pacity of the Perfon whom they con-
cern, joins with thefc Convictions; and
the Judgment thus informed, moves the
Will to pradtice, not in an irrefittible
Maaner, fo as to deftroy its Liberty,
but by rational Motives and Perfua-
hons, which if duly attended unto, de-
termincs the Choice in favour of a
religious , virtuous Ccurfec of Liic :
But if through the Prevalence of any
beloved Lufts or Pallions, the Mind 1s
prevailed on not to liften to thefe fe-
cret Calls and Invitations, but to al-
here to ies old vicious Habits; In this,
Cafe, the Deftru&ion of all fuch 1s of
themfclves, by negledting that Help
which God  has effered them. And

r 4 thorclore,
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therefore, though our Salvation is prin-
cipally, and’ originally the Work of
God, yet our own Confent is required,
in order to our partaking of it; and our
utmoit Diligence and Application of
Mind, with humble Prayer and Suppli-
cation to God, and conftant Watchtul-
nefs and Attention to that Light that
dfcovers both the Evil and the Good;
and a ftcady Dependance on the Power
of his Grace, that we may thereby be
enabled to efchew the one, and do the
other; which though it may feem fome-
what difficult at firit, by Reafon of that
Crofs to our prefent Inclinations, which
attends it, until the Power of vicious
Habits, to which Men have been long
accuftomed, be weakned and broken;
yet by Degrees it will not only become
more cafy, but exceeding pleafant and
delightful, according to the Saying of
our Lord, Take my Yoke upon you, for ny
Yoke is eafy, and my Burden is light.
And the Words of the Wife Mang,
Prev. e 17. Al ber Ways (the Ways
of Virtue and Wifdom) are Ways of
Pleafantnefs, and all ber Paths are
Patls of Peace. For what greater
Pleafurc can there be conceived, than
that which a virtuous, pious Soul injoys,

when
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when in its faithful walking in Obedience
to God, it findsits Peace to flow, and the
Light of his Countenance (o fhine upon
it; by which, thofe that are Injoyers
of it, are fentible of more real Comfort
at Heart, than when their Corn and
Wine, or any other external Thing,
increafed ; and much more fo, than in
the pretended Counterfeit Pleafures of
a vicious Courfe of Lite, which how-
ever pleafant it may feem for a Seafon,
at the laft biteth like a Serpent, and
ftingeth like an Adder; the Pleafure a-
rifing {roin hence, being but imaginary,
brutal, unbecoming a rational Being, as
well as very fhort and uncertain in its
Duration, and in the main, attended with
a certain Tormentor, Anxiety of Mind,
which is out ot the Power of any the
moft deceitful Glofles and falfe Rea-
fonings to quict, or put an End to even
in this Life, as hath appeared by many
difmal Examples; but the Senfe of i1t
hath gnawed as a Worm, and burnt as
Fire in the Breafts ot evil Doers, which
they have not been able to quench ot
conceal; and what is yet worft of all,
we are told by our Lord, zhat this Worm
never dies, and the Fire is never quench -

¢4. Whereas the virtuous, religious
Mar,
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Man, snot only injovs Peace and 1rans

qu! xty in his Puilge - through this
'\\ orld, but has a comio.tablc lmfpg,c
and Aifurance of an happy Fxit at latt |
fo that in the Words ot thc AponlL
Gollinefs 15 p,cy‘zzcw/a unto all Toinzsy la-
wing the ‘Prowfe of the Lije that 15050 s,
anil of that whick is to ccae.

"Therelore, to make o {erious and
fricndly Ap“cal to the Conicicnces of
all concerned.  As your own Rcafon
and Underftanding as Men, (m Concur-
rence with the Tc,i*lmon) ot the holy
Scripturc) mutt inform you, it you look
into your felves, that you arc accounta-
ble Crcatures, I would requett you inall
your Conduét, to alt as fuch that muft
reader an Account for yoeur Actions
tor this I think is dementirably true,
that “tis impoilible tor you to fatisfic
yourfches, or to convince others, that
there wiil be no future Judgmeat, or
Rewards or Puaithments in another
Litc; on the contrary, there is the
greateft Realon to belicve there will be
fuch, irem that Foretatte we have of it
in our own Dreaits, which we have goud
Reaten to belicve will accempany us
be \Ux.’i the Grave: At leait this is molit
Sortaln,  you cannot b aiiurced ol the
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contrary 3 and therefore, what wifc
Man would rifque the Lofs of an cnd-
lefs Good, and the procuring an endlefs
Fwily ior the Sake of injoying a prefent
thort imaginary Pleafure, and lofing the
prefent Satistaction of a real {ubftantial
Good, (ior {uch is a religious, virtuous
Couriz ot Lite, however 1t may be dreft
in trightiul Colours, by fuch asare Stran-
gers and Toemies to it) Thefe are rea-
ionablc Motives to a virtuous, religious
Liie, which thofe would do well to con=-
fider, who prctead to a greater Degree
of Reafon than others, and in that Con-
cuit, reprefent the religious Part of
Mankind as foolith ; whereas in Truth
nonc act {o reafonably, and the Folly is

' juttly chargeable on themfclves 5 and

t

farther to confider this whole Matter
upon a rational Pottom, I believe 1t
would be difficult for the prefent Ob-
jectors to the Truth of our holy Reli~
gion, who pretend to a Degree of Un-
derftanding fuperior to others, though
they have rais'd fo many Objections o
the Cliiftici D:drine 5 to contrive a Sy-
ftem or Religion which would better
anfwer all the Ends of it, which arc,
v Gleiy of Gedy the Salvaticn of the Sl

aid
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and the general Good of Maukind; confi-
dered cither in a private or in a focial Ca-
pacity, than the Chr {ﬁzrm Syflen, already
recommended : By which a folid Provi-

fion 1s made for Reconciliation to God,
notwithftanding our patt Offences ; and
Power given for overcoming ]1.\11 and
preferving from it, and reaewing, and
fanctitying the T-Rart and Mind, tor the
doing Geod and perfevering in 1t, In
which all our Happinefs, beth private

and pubhd\ 1s comprehended.

Perhaps it mav be faid (as it hath
been faid by fome) that all rhis may be
fecured without any Help received clfe-
where, by the noht Ufc of thofc Facul-
tics wc have as I\Ln : There are thofe
who have tryed toth thefe Ways, and
found this laft very detz¢tive, and this
Defeét ariting trom the Weaknefs of
their natural Faculties, and the Powerful
Prevalence of vicious Habltb. Tho’ it
muft be confefled, that by a clofe Appli-
cation to their Rc‘.fon and Underftand-
Ing as Men, fome have not only been
prcfer‘. ’d irom orofs Evils, w hmhmxglh
render them obfery’d or noted bv Men,
but have raifed a fair Super-ftructure of
oral Rivhteeufnefs; but that izwars

l{( ".lLlDL-;\
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Regulation of our Appeties, and good
Government of our Pathons, the Power
of forgiving Injuries, and even rendring
of Good for Evil, that Purity of Heart,
that Sincerity or Truth in the inward
Parts, that excellent Spirit of Charity,
or purc Love to God and Men, in which
our Duty to both is tully comprehen=-
ded; Thefe, in the Extent, which the

Chriftian  Religion recommends them,

who canfay, when he confiders the weak
deprav’d State of Mind he is under, and
the Power of vicious Habits which he
finds in himfelf, that 1t is in his Power
to bring forth without Help recciv’d
from God ? Who can bring a clean
Thing, (fuchis a Converfation according
to the Rules of Chriftianitv) out of an
unclean Heart, but it muft partake of
the Dcfilement? So that from hence it
appears abfolutelv neceffarv, in Order
to the bringing forth thefe Fruits, that
the Hearr, the Fouanrain irom whence
il Geed and Ll procesds, which in it
el s decelttul and dofherately wicked,

b charaed o another Thiag g
CURUTNVIZ N e b osuntiin romains une
ciorn the Stpeams wei s fow fromoie,
CLutlr oirlatt ey ot rath mutt be fo alfo:

Ard
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And how is it poffible that this Change
fhould be cffected, but by him, whote
Attribute alone it 15 toicarchthe Heart
and try thc Reins, and fhew unto Men
what their Thoughts are, in order to
the Regulation and good Government of
them? "The P/a/mift was fo fenfible of
the Neceflity of this Change, and of his
own Weaknefs for the Effeéting it, that
inftead of fetting himfelf about it, (of
himfelf only) he made his humble Ap-
plication to God for Help and 4//ijtance,
as Pfal. cxxxix. 23. Search me, O God
and know my Hearr, try e, and know
ity Thoughtsy and /Ze if theve be any wick-
ed Way in siey and lead wie in the Way
everlafiing. And Pfl li. 1c. Cree o i
me a clean me, aind veuew a iitht N
yit within ic.  Awresable hereunto, ood
promifed by his lrop‘rt E~ckic!, dlap.
xi. verfe 19. I will give theiir cice hean,
and 1 f"f/’p Wt a pew Opirit witlin you |
I will take away the ftony Heart cut v
their Fleh, and I will give thein a Heeit
of Flefh. And chap. xxxvi. 22, 26. [
will [prinkle clean Watcr upin zory ais
souw (ball Le cleany a woew Heart niin <’
I cive youy aind a weww Spirit will 1
within yony and 1 ‘Z-L'if! take aw.ay i/ :

vll ':, :1 ] -'"):




[ 103 ]

fdony Heaity out of your Flohy and T will
oize you an Heart of Tlefh.” And this is
what in the New Teftament is called
Saudification, renewing the Mind into a
State of Holinefs and Regeneration, or
being Born again, which is {aid to be the
Work of the Spirit of God, and isa
fundamental Doétrine of Chriftianity »
I'or without it, Man cannot énter the
Kingdom of God. And in the Expe-
ricnce of it, confifts the higheft Evia
dence of the Chriffian Religion.




T HE

CONCLUSION.

HE Sum of the Argument in

Detence of the Evidence of Chri-
fanity, in the foregoing Pages, is this; -
There are Evidences of the Truth 01
our Holy Recligion, arifing from exter-
nal Tcﬁlmomals fuch as the Prophe-
cies of the Prophcts, the Miracles of
our Lord and his Apottles, the Credi-
bility of the Hiftory ot our Lord Je-
{us Chrlﬂ and of the firft Publication
of the Gofpcl by his Apoitlzs; as the
fame are contained in the Holy Scrip-
tures of the New Teftament, all which
ought to be duly rezarded; and we
have full as orooi Ground to belicve
them, as the bcf" atrettod Hiftories ot
any Fads whercol we qr: not Fye-

Witneties: Inwhich Senfe, the Chrifisai
Rt/.’gi!‘ﬁ
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Religion is to be defended upon the
Principles of Right Reafon, and from
the fame Motives that other Matters ot
Faét may be dcfen@cd-. I}ut mafmt}dx
as the principal Detign of thc'Commg
of Chrift, was to rcfpfm Mankind, and
to purify and fan&tity the Hearts of"
Men, through the Power of that Grace
and Zruth which is come by him; the
principal Evidence of the Truth of it,
confiffs in this, that by believing in the
Power and Sukicizicy of this Praunciple,
and obeying the fame, it is found com-
pleatly to anfwer that Ead j that is, true
Believers are actually and really retorms
cd in Heart and Spirit, of Sinners be-
come Saints, orinthe Language of Scrip-
ture, are wa'bed, fun&ified and juffified,
in the Name of our Lord Jefus Chritt,
and by the Spirit of God.

That this was really the Cafe withthe
primitive Believers, has becn abundant~
Iv proved already from the Holy Scrip-
tuie, and there 15 not the leat Shadow
ot Reafon to quritien the Trach of ie:
And there bheing alfo, (notwithftanding
the genoral Declention eor falling awar
which camer cver the i Clarch)
‘ Wienirs o the fams in all
1 evernin this Voo whn have

b iy
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born Teftimony to the Truth of it;
who in their certain Experience of the
good Effets of their Faith, have re-
ceived a full Confirmation of the Truth
of the Chriftian Dofirine in general ;
they cannot thercfore tell where better
to place the Evidence of the Chriftii
Religion, than in this Experience, which
therefore they call the piincipal Evidence,
not to leflen or undervaluc other Helps
or Mecans of bclieving the Dotrines of
the Gofpel; but becaufe in this contifts
the Complction of the whole as to its
great Delign, the Reformation of Mai-
kind.

And for thefe Reafons, I thought it
not unfcafonable at this Time, when
great Induftry is ufed to deftroy th:

very Foundation on which the Chriftian

Rcligion ftands, which is Diviue Revela-
tion, and to fubftitutc another, which is
Human Reafon, to remind the prefent
Age what the Cbriflian Religion was in
its primitive State, (which fecms to be

very much over-looked at this Time) |
by which they may judgc what it ought |

to be now, and at all Times,
And becaufe all Pretence to an Evi-
dence of this Kind, in Favour of Cli’-

Stianity, would be vain, it upon making §

Proot
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Proof of it, there appearcd no Confirma-
tion of its Truth from Experience, I
would therefore take the Eiberty to
add, That what I have writ on this
Subje&t, is not writ at Uncertainties, or
t) ge confidered as a Matter of mere
Jpinion or Speculation, or as an Hypo-
hefis which may or may not bc true,
or in the Language of modern Writers,
as a Scheme ot Religion of my own In-
vention; but (with humble and thank-
ful Acknowledgments, I {peak it) is the
Refult of a fixt, fettled Judgment,
grounded on a long Trial of what I have
recommended ; in which, whilt duly
regarding and attending to it, I never
was difappointed ; but always found it
a2 prefent Help in every needtul Time;
which has fo fettled and ftayed my Mind,
that (to the Praifc of him that has thus
helped me, I mention it) it has not been
moved trom its Stedfaftnefs in the Faith
of the Goipel, notwithftanding the fair
Glofies the prefent Adverfarics of Re-
ligion, have put upon their Arguments
againit it, which I am not altogcether a

Stranger to.
~ And therefore, I would rccommend
it as 2 Matter ot the greateft Concern
toall, that thev would make Trial of this
13 I plain
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plain, but certain Way, of thc Know-
ledge of God, and their Duty to him,
by following of him in the Way he

would lead them. And as T am well af- |

fured there is no Man, but has fome
Knowledge of his Duty which is cer-
tiin to himj and for the Truth of it,
dare frecly appeal to every Man’s Ex-
perience; So the only Way to improve
rightly in Underftanding, is to be faith-
ful to this, though ever fo little. And
they that enter into a religious Courfe
of Life this Way, find in their faithtul
Progrefs therein, that which was at firt
but a fmall Thing, as a Grain of AMu-
flard Seed, to grow gradually, fo as to
become a great Tree, bringing forth ex-
cellent Fruits, both in Knowledge and
PraCtice. And as this is the only Door
by which any Man can rightly enter in-
to the Way of Religion, fo I would a-
gain make the moft folemn Appeal to
the fixperience of Mankind in general,
whether ever any who thus trufted in
the Lord, werc difappointed or con-
tounded.

I am fenfible there have been fome,
who have prectended that they have, as

|

they alledge, made an Fxperiment 1
the clofeft and meit folemn Manner, and
nothisyg -
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nothing extraordinary (as they pretend)
has happened to them, but have found
themfelves atter all, juft where they were.
The Reafon of this I take to be, that
thcy have over-looked this {mall plain
Thing, to wit, that which difcovers to
them the Pollutions and Defilements of
their own FHearts, and {ets their Sins
in Ordcr before them ; as a Thing too
racan to proceed from God; and have
with the Yews flumbled at it, or with
the Grecks accounted it Foolifbuefs. Their
Expectation being raifed to iomething
of an cxalted, extraordinary Nature,
(for fuch they imagine cvery Thing
that comes from God muft be) inftead
of coming unto him in an humble peni-
tent Frame of Spirit, which is always
the right Beginning of a true Chriffian
Life, they as they think, are difappoint-
ed. Not confidering, that however {mall
this may be in Appearance, yet thereby
a fubftantial Foundation 1s laid for a
Life of folid Virtuc and Piety; as thofe
whohave tried theExperiment thorough-
ly, know very well; to their great Com-
fort and Satisfaction, as well as Confir-
mation of the Truth ot the Chriflian
Religion in gencral,

I fhall

i
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I fhall conclude therefore, with the

moft carncft Requeft to all concerned,
that they will be juft to themfelves, by
putting this very ncceflary Affair right-
ly upon Trial. Do the Will of God as
the famc 1s made known to you, and
for that End wait upon him, and pray
unto him for the Help of his Grace and
good Spirit. And by this Means, you
will gradually underftand the Doétrines
of Chrift; and as you grow in Grace,
and in the Strength of it, you will grow
more and more 1n the faving Knowledge
of him. ,
- And you that know the Lord in this
Manner, follow on to know him in the
fame : You that have witnefled Strength
from him, wait continually for the re-
newing of it; and I am well affured,
that they who do fo fhall never fall, but
an Entrance abundantly will be admit-
ted to them, into the everlafting King-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus
Chritt. |

I fhall clofe the whole therefore, with
that excellent Exhortation of the Apo-
file, (by which it will fully appear,
wherein a truc Chriftian’s Strength and

 Prefervation confifts, in his Judgment)
“o Eph.vi. 11, 12, &c. Finally my Bre-
v thren.
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thren, be frong in the Lord, aund in the
Power of bis Might > Pus- on the whole
Armour of Gody that ye may be able to
frand againft the Wiles of the Devil; for
we wrefile nov againft Flefb and Blood,
but againft Principalities, againft Pow=-
ers, againft the Rulers of the Darknefs
of this World, againfi [piritual Wicked=
nefs in bigh Places.  Wherefore take unto
you the whole Armonr of God, that ye
may be able to withftand in the evil Day,
and baving done all, to fland: Stand
therefore, baving your Loins girt about
with Truth, and baving on the Breaft-
plate of Righteoufnefs, anid your Feet _/bjo?d
with the Preparation of the- Gofpel of
Peace. Above all taking the Shicld of
Faith,wherewith ye [ball be able to quench
all tbe fiery Darts of the Wicked. _And
take the Helmet of Salvation, and the
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God. Praying always with all Prayer
and Supplication in the Spirit, and watche=
ing thereunto with all Peifeverance.

F I N I S



	ra_0FF82855300B7428_2_26.pdf
	ra_0FF82855300B7428_27_51.pdf
	ra_0FF82855300B7428_52_76.pdf
	ra_0FF82855300B7428_77_101.pdf
	ra_0FF82855300B7428_102_113.pdf

