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. . LETTER L

§

Sm-—-—Al]ow ne to t]an you- for the readmess with which vou
]mve received. my first communiéation, and for the kindness with
v.luch you lnve c*-;presscd your mlhngness to forsiard my views,
- b

If it slmuld please God ﬂnt the cholera should reach this coun-
try,—if it were to spread through our thickly peopled towns and
parishes witl - its usual mrulcnce,-—-ﬁ saffering and "geath were
preying-upon thousands of. our population,—you:can conceive, Sir,
. amidst all: the : panic that would - indoulbitedly preveil, liow inucl:
we should:witness-alsé'of active and- judiciois inquiry, and of self-
denying charity. But above all, great as would be'the evil, it
would not be embittered by angry and revengeful passions amongst
oursehes* Sy would “arise vs0° Clﬂ'll’l_'{ froih causes utterly beyond
human:power to counteract; 'that the suflerers themselves could at-
tributestheir cal'umty to-no other sourée thin the inseritable will of
God::=-it-would:be'so areat and manifest a scourge that all persons
would’ use thcn' best *md musttﬂrromus endem ours to eret rid of it..

r " . h‘l. rl-‘-: f L l r r I.

Such is tha case with the mltatmns Uf swLness ; such is the case
also"with the visitations offamine, when they arise c]ear]y froin un-
favourable seasons. But unluckily it'is far otherwise with the visi-
tations of poverty. - Here the'sufterers” attribute the evils which op-
press them to the faults of other men; and as passion is blind, they
are'apt to {ry-any means rather'than ‘(hose which can- really effect
their object, to deliver themselves from tlieii-butden.  On the other
hand, they who are exemyt. from-the visitation, instead of regarding
it as an'evil calling alond’ for pallmtmn, if ot for total cure, are
tempted to-view.it: too’ mueh a5 ¢oming- in’ the natural course of
things,~as resembliig the févers of autumn, or the ages of marshy
d:stucts——-—mcomemenccs which have ]11ppened and will continue
to happen—against which it is vain to struggle, and they who es-

cape:them have only to enjoy their good fortune aud congratulate
themselves that tkeu are not the: rlt.tnnq :

f * - * N L
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The obJect thr:n uf every honest public writer at this moment
should be toGalm -and to ‘enlichten! the poor’; to interest and to

arouse, the rich; “We are qﬂhcted by aoréat evil; not “certainly
brought on Solely by the hand-of God—like the visitations of pesti-
lence' or J'amme,-—yet Lrought .on:so'-fui’as men’ have been the
authors of it, partlv by a :sort- of - chance’ meillev, partly thrnugh
ignorance, and partly from the mere indolgence of feelings so uni-
versal, and usually visited with'so little h]mnc that 1o man lias a
right to impute themias'a cxime*to’ his nelghhuur. On' the other
hand, the ‘evil i is 50 great, and igriotance and Carclessiess, however
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excusable at first, become so deeply hlameable after warning gir;eh, ‘

that it will not do to regurd the actual state of the poor as an una-
voidable drawback upon national prosperity,—a drawback which
must be paid, and which it is the best way to think of as little as
possible. |

If I do butstate ever so briefly the various canses which have

brought on our present distress, the number of matters thus crowded

together within a few lines will be almost enough to bewilder some
readers. But if they can scarcely see their way through the sub-
ject when laid at once before them, how could others, while seeing
only the unconnected parts of it, and without the aid of experience
to enlighten them, be expected to see beforehand to what their con-
duct was leading? Qur present distress is owing— ' ..,

First—To the long war which raged through Kurope for more
than twenty years, everywhere deranging the state of society, and
m Eng]:.m& Ig)rcing suddenly the increase of our population and of
our commerce and manufactures to an upuatural and therefore
mischigvous excess. e o T
~ Second—To the natural tendency of wealth to become, richer,
and of poverty to become pooter ; by which .trade carried. on on a

large scale has driven trade on a smaller scale out .of. the:market;

by which the rich have been enabled to buy property to a large ex-
tent, and often at a great advantage ; while men of small fortunes
have been led to sell, often at a great disadvantage ; so that, while
a larger portion of the community has been forced to depend ‘wholly
on their labour, that labour itself, owing to the effect of great wealth
in encouraging human invention, and thus leading to the discovery
and use of machinery, has become far less valuable. - ;

Third—To the effect of wealth in making men more alive to, and
more able to procure -intellectual pleasures; while poverty renders
the same pleasures at once undesired and unattainable; so that the
different classes of society have been removed to & greater distance
from one another, have sympathised with and understood each other
less, and thus have become strangers to each other, too ready, I fear,
to.become enemies also. : o

Fourth—To the Poor Laws—a beneficent institution,—harmless
and even salutary in a wholesome state of society ; but fearfully ag-
gravating its evils when once it becomes diseased, by encouraging
a want of forethought and exertion in the poor, and.accustoming
them not to look higher than the hare necessaries of life ; :while, on
the other hand, the rich are galled by the burden of .a compulsory
charity, their feelings are hardened, .and,-accustomed to look on
their neighbours as on paupers supported at their expense, they lose
towards them all sense of equality and brotherhood.. -

Fifth—To the excess of: aristocracy in our whole system, religious,
political, and social : an evil arising from causes which run back to
‘the earliest period of our history; and-which have tended silently
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and unconsciously to separate the higher classes from the lower in
almost every relation of life.  For instance, it is an enormous evil,
yet one for which no one is to blame, that the rich and poor in Eng-
land have-each what is almost a'distinct language; the langnage
of the rich, which is of course that of books also, being so full of
French words derived from: their Norman ancestors, while that of
_ the poor still retains the pure Saxon character inherited from their

b

Saxon forefathers. '

~Now, Sir, in this brief and compressed statement there is matter
enough'to think-upon, for those who are able and willing'to think
instead of clamonring and indulging mere ignorant abuse. These
are real-and intelligible causes of the present distress; but because
they -do'not serve the ends of agitators, they are passed over in si-
lence, - whilst the ‘changes are rung upon the vague words—* Cor-
ruption,”: - Misgovernment,” “ Tyranny,” ¢ Pampered oligarchy,”
“ Boroughmongering faction,” &e. &e. . Truly it is hard to decide
whether they who use this language are more wicked or more igno-
rant ; for though their tone and spirit abundautly shows that truth
is not their object, ‘yet their excessive: shallowness must wholly
acquit them of having discovered it and then wilfully suppressing it.
But popular principles are too sacred to be abandoned in disgust
bécause of the vileness of their advocates; and I-hope to labour
unceasingly in the gréat work of social reform, notwithstanding the
baseness and the folly by which it is obstructed under pretence of

L

advancing. it

1. \
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LETTER 1. -

 Sir,~In the month of November last, a paper was found one

morning, aflixed to the church in a small perish in one of the mid-
land counties, which was at that time, and afterwards, perfectly free
from any disturbance. The paper was of somelength ; and from somne
particular circumstances,-as well as from internal evidence, it was
known to be the genuine production of one of.the labourers.in the
village. 1t was so striking, both in matter and manner, that the
clergyman of the place read it aloud immediately to the farmers in
the vestry-room, and carried it about afterwards, to shew it to
several persons in'the neighbourhood. - Amongst the rest he shewed
it to me, and I read it with very great interest and attention. It
secemed to jne to be clearly genuine—that is, it expressed -the real
grievances of the labourers of that neighbourhood, just as they were
likely to ‘feel them of themselves, without- having been infiuenced
and. corrupted by the falsehoods of the Jacobin press. Its com-
plaints, therefore, appeared to me to.be well worth our seri-
" ous atiention, and: they certainly confirmed the views which

I had long been accustomed to entertain as to the real evils of the
lahourers’ condition and their canses, = *
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Lhis paper said nothing about rents, or tithes, or tares: it com-
plained neither of the squire, nor ot f the parson, nor ol the.govern-
ment :; ueither did it cry out against the aristocracy, nor speak of
the nch as the enemies and oppressors of the poor. IL set ouf with

saying, that God had intended that there should be. both rich ang
poor i the world, but not that the poor should be so wretched and
degraded gs they were ut present. - It complained: that cottages had
been pulled dwn, and collage gardens thrown .together . and
ploughed up, to increase the size of the large farms. It dwelt parti-
cularly upon the distance which there now was between the farmers
and the labourers: the farmers, it said, donot now call their labour-
ors into their kitchen, and give (hem a draught of beer, but* take
no more notice of them than if thvy were dumb beasts, and let them
eat their crust by the.ditch sule with nothing to dnnk with: it but
water”? .. And. it spoke of the hres which were then frequent hi so
_many CU;HIUOS,JS of great. acts of wickednessy but that-the farm-
ers might certainly expect such 4 judgment on their hard-hearted-
ness, if they still persisted-in-it. It concluded with praying for a
hlessmg upon the clergyman of the parish, whom it deseribed as
“the good shephberd,” who worked in-the Chumh and, out of the
Church to do the people pood, . . .

Now we see, Slr thnt in tlus papcr the g'ﬂnd ; gne*. ANCES OP the
hhmuel are. ‘desmhed as twofold : his. absolute. want:of com-
forts, in getting only the poovest food, and a crowded aud miser-
able d“elling, and his degradation in society, in being left to eat
his meal in the open air, as if he were a dumnb beast. ‘The latterof
these seemed to lve made quite as deep an impression-on the
writer’s mind as the former, and very.deservedly ;. for a want of kind-
ness is as bad as a want, of food, and to ﬂnueu at larpe it is far
more mischievous 3 for it spreuds mutual suspicion, and fear, and
hatred, and mikes men aseribe the evils of their outward condition
to the faults of their neighbours, and thus to think themselves not
unforlundte, but aggrieved. There is no saying how much mis-
chief is thus created, and the consequences carinot be better shewn
than by what was: -said'in the paper about the fires. The writer, it
seems, woulid on no account have (aken any part in them, yet e
could not be altogethier sorry if they were to break outin his pavish;
hecause those who suffered from thiem seemed. to-him" to deserve
punishment. Even a good man ¢ould go as far as this; and how
many-are.likely. to” be fuund n ever}' parish who wuuld gladly go
much farthc‘r" - S

1 wﬂl go a.ny lenglhs mlh any man in aanowledgmg the enor-
nnty of this evil, and .the’ urgent necessity of .corrécting it. But
still T know thut it has. not been brought about intentionally, and
that it would not have heen easy, unless they were far.better than
they ave, to have avoided it. It is the consequence of the;violent
stimulus or. spur given.to the progress of society in our.days, by
various causes, some: good. and some-had:—hy. the long war-in

wliich we have heen: cngagad ‘ont the one hund ; and’ by.the in-
creasetl aclivity of the human: mind on the other. .. We have heen
living, as it were, the lifc «of. three. hundred .yeats:in thirty. - All
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things have made. a prodigious start together,—or rather all that
could have done so, and these that could not, have, therefore, been
left at. o Jong distance behind. When an wrmy mukes a forced
march, every one knows how impossible it is to make all the parts
of it advance equally. . o .

The process in its details has been this,.. The war created a great
demand for cvery thing ; aud the other countries of Europe feeling
the actual misertes and the distractions of war far. more than we
did, and being .cutofl’ by our greal maval power, and Bonaparte’s
decrees, from foreign commerce,—left us to supply much more than
our.fair share of:it. Lurge fortunes were made; and enormous sums
of money brought into: circulation ; activity and extravagance were
"the order of thaday. - Every man in the richer and middling classes
saw around Lim examples of greater enterprise in all sorts of ways,
and . of. greater luxuries enjeyed: in consenuence,. than he or his
{father had ever Lknown.- -We know how “contagicus such- examples
are, and that in these matters no; man likes, to be left behind his
neighbour. . ‘Accordingly rents -were raised, wistes -were -inclosed,
farims thrown-together, sinall properties bought up, new branches of
trade. opened, new,manufactories’ set up, new inachines invented,
and every hand-that could be, fonnd was pressed into the.sexvice of
capital;-either to. make-it; -or, to: increase it.- All wasbusy and 4ll
was thriving ; and of -the:quantity of national, wealth: thus created,
you and I, Sir, and all the bigher "and - middling classes are tasting
the benefits j—some, it is-trie, with more or less of a-drawback-in
their increased, taxation, but still-we are enjoying many more com-
forts, or luxuries if: you:will, than were enjoyed by ourfathers.
Noris.it to-bedenied thut the poor-also are.deriving some benefit
from, it. :Earthenware: has succeeded to wood or- pewter; their
wives and -daughters: can -dress: better and: cheaper; and cheap
publications are much. more numerous. : But with the poor-it has
taken away with one hand more than it has given with the other.
It is an universal rule, whether in morals, in knowledge, or in
money matters, that ¢ muck will make more,” and that  little is apt
to become less.” The small furmer.was driven out of the market by
the large farmer; the small tradesman by the great one; the small
home manufacturer, who eked out the produce of his farm or of his
labour in the fields, by the spinning, or straw platting, or lace
making, of his wife and ddughters in the winter evenings, could not
stand against the united powers of capital and machinery. De-
prived. of the'means of selling anything clse to advantage, they were
forced to.increase the class, already too large, of those who had no-
thing to sell but their labour.-.. But here the market-wasbecoming
overstocked; for the war-ended, and .the’ demand for every thing
lessened, and:other.nations “were'bestirring: themselves, to supply
theiriown:wants';:so that there was. getting less to be-done, with more
hands;.and those wholly without other means of support, vying with
one another to do it..:i Of: course lahour fell, :for who could expect w
farmer.to pay more for work-when "he -could :get:it done forless?
But wlhat was even worse was this; that whilé “one: half of society
was moving forward, aud the other half sinking backward,-the-dis-
tance between them in feelings and:habits was continually becoming
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oreater. I have eften heard gentlemen speak with much indigna.
tion of the changed: habits of farmers and tradesmen: the farmer,
they say, keeps-his hunters, and his wife and daughters dress as
finely as ladies, and learn music instead of making pics and pud-
dings, as formerly ; and hence it is, they go on, that the labourers
are turned out of doors to cat by the ditch side, and are treated'like
“ dumb beasts.” 1 have never heard such language without feeling
quite as much indignation as those who used it ; but it was directed
not against the farmers, but against themselves.” - What insolence
1s it, when we ourselves are so changed from the manners of our
fathers; when we are so much better educated, and enjoy so many
more comforts than they did, to complain of others:for having made
a similar advance. I rejoice most heartily in the changed habits of
the farmers,—~if the fact be true—and T only wish: that the habits
of the labourer had been raised also. The high Aristocrat is but
echoing the language of the worst Jacobin j except that the Jacobin
is the:- more consistent of the two. Both-would pull down the
higher of two unequal classes, instead- of raising the lower; but
whilst the Jacobin would reduce all ranks to the lowest level, the
high Aristecrat would reduce ail but his own. -To both-is the doc-
trine of the good and the wise utterly opposed. - Our businessistoraise
all, and to lower none.. “Equality is the dream of a- madnan, or the
passion of a fiend. Extreme inequality, or high comfort'and civiliza-
tion in some, coexisting with deep misery and degradation in others, is
no less also-a folly and a-sin.” :But an inequality- where some have
all the enjoyments of- civilized life, and none are without its com-
- forts,—where some haveiall the treasures’ of knowledge, and none
are sunk in ignorance, that is a social-system in harmony with the
order ofiGod’s creation in the natural world,—and which can alone
tulfil bis purposes for man as a reasonable and as a spiritual being,
as capable-of sexrving: and glorifying his inaker here, and of enjoy-
ing with him hereafter an eternal communion. | "

- Sir,~My last letter has brought me very nearly to the threshold
of the grand.difficulty which besets the whole matter of our in-
quiries ;- the , difficulty of knowing how -things are to be mended.—
Thiere are mistakes-enough afloat as to the causes of our present
evils, and yet here we have actual facts to investigate ;. they may be ~
tangled and confused, 1t is true, yet we know that as the result is
before our eyes, a careful tracing of things backwards.will bring us
at last to the true cause or causes of it. But in projecting remedies
we are in a manner bridging chaos: we start from firm ground, but
we instantly lose our footing, and all becomes uncertain; we may
hope, we may suppose, fairly argue, and reasonably conclude; but
with regard to the future we cannot know. - -
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I wish that this view of the case were as vividly present to-the
minds of all political writers, as it must be to. theirs. who. know the
most and think, the deepest. " To read the arrogant -language -of
many & journalist, one would suppose that they were the very wisest
men.of their species, whose clear sight could carry them with a
firm step through intricacies where ordinary persons must grope on
their way darkling. ‘But the truth is, that.they walk confidently
only because they are so short-sighted as.to sce no obstacles in their

path till they actually stumble over them.

Good sheer thorough ignorance is indeed apt to be presumptuouns
and violent, -for its-only chance of gaining credit is by preventing
its readers from exercising their own reflection and judgment.—
Whereas, he. who understands something. of his subject, ‘and is
really anxious to know more, desires nothing so much as a fair and
full examination of his statements. He knows that there is some-
thing. at least in them worth attending to; he is aware also that
there may be much that is mistaken ; but'truth being his object, he
wants the question tobe fairly worked out, and be cares very little
whether himself or any one. cl{sc be the lucky man who, shall -first
discover the vein of the precious ore.” -If nine-tenths. of all that I
have said, or may say,.were to be entirely. mistaken, I should yet be
perfectly satisfied if its tone and manner had invited my readers to
think for themselves, and so enabled them to correct my errors.
I may seem to-be going a little out of the way, but it is bad
economy of time in the end:to set out on-a,journey unprepared.—
Every newspaper, every tract, every pamphlet, nay I dare say every
active member of a club or an union, has got a remedy.at hand for
the evils of .the times. There is Mr. Owen, fornierly the proprietor
of the great cotton factory, at New -Lanark, who would begin with
society from the very beginning, and make us all men of a different
nature from what we are now. There is Mr. Carlile, of the Ro-
tunda, who would -make - all things straight by merely persuading
every man o get rid of his conscience, and labour, talk, write, and
fight, if needful, to advance his own interest, and gratify his own
passions ; a doctrine, in short, which says in plain English, ¢ every
man for himself. and the devil for,us all.” - Others talk only of at-
tacking © the drones of socicty;” of making those who live in idle-
ness disgorge the wealthi which they are daily sucking out of  the
poor man’s labour :. and especially of - stripping parsons, pensioners,
and stock-jobbers, by which.last term .My, Cobbett means “ those
who have got any money in the funds”  Then again: others of a
different party cry out forwar and a paper currency, to give employ-
ment to the poor: they sigh for-fresh issues of- country bank notes,
for long credits, and high rents: they think, in short, that the pro-
cess of getting drunk-is far pleasanter than that of getting sober;
so they want to apply again to the dram bottle. Ce

[t may perhaps be worth while, therefore, to detain your readers
a little while with a few simple reasons, to:shew.the groundiessness
of those notions which are .entertained by many rash and incon-
siderate talkers. IR |

{ L]
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-~ In the first place:1 would protest against the extravapant expee-
htton of .o remedy- for-all evils, which- some entertain from parlia-
mentary reform .  Not that I would dlSll'll'Ilg'B the utility or L{] e im-
portance of improvements'in our-representative system ; but, m the
first place, it is absurd to expect that any system . should of 'itself
hring about beneficial changes. “The most ‘perfect plan of repre-
sentation can only. only enable the people, to-chuse,1f they will; the
ﬁttest persons to represent them ; but if the electors are influenced

rivate and personal Lonslderatmns and’ not by public spirit,—

L]l:e elect with a view to mtlmdua] interest, or the interests of
thmr own particulai class, in"-opposition- to that of the country, a
reformed parlinment ' is-likelyio' be as‘corrupt as an unref'ormcd
and if the members of- partiament shew-themselvesiselfish and un-
principled, they will in fact only be the fitter represenmuves of such
electors: . ‘But-in" the. 'next: place, supposing ‘that members are
elected on the purest. principles, and: prove wortiry of the: trust " re-
posed:in them,” they can: do much indeed, but- they cannot*do sall -
that is desirable:towards: temedying many of the - national evils.—
There is a great part-of- them, which thougrh time and wisdom .com-
bined: may, L trust; ‘gradually remove; will ‘not admit of & sudden
cure by any human skill 3 and there are, I fear, many ‘objects con-
templated by some, - v.]uch 10 -human- MWeans can’ ever possibly ac-
complish.! 7+ No parlmnentary wisdom; ot instance; can 'at once
sweep away the-burden’ of- theinationial debt: Tt 'is a: debt contracted
for money which was bory owed and spent in the course ofa long and
¢ostly war; the money-is gonéand lost for éver. ' Wemight by wiping
off.'the debt: with a'wet” sponge,” Tuin the fundholders, and' enrich
the rest of the nation at 'their expense ;-but this W ould’be no henefit
to the community, because | the fundho]ders are'a’part of ‘the com-

munity; and it ‘can he. no beneﬁt o any nation tlmt one }m]f of it
shuuld be robbed aud I;he other half robhers - '

- .W e mfly, lmwever, by ]utllcmus fru gahty, g-radually dmnmsh the
debt; and; we can-resolve’ never to 1ncrease 1t ]Jy rcsnrtmg to the
rumous pracucc of borrowmg / : -
But in otder. to a»md mcrcasmg the naitnml debt we' must
above all-things - endéavour -to - avoid a war. -Those Who “honestly
(and I Delieve there are some such) : regard war as'beneficial on ac-
count ofiits furnishing emplos yment, are under the most mischievous
of all.delusions, »Those.whom war maintains ‘andenriches, it en-
riches’at the-expense of- the ‘vest of ‘the community, and at a far
greater loss to the one--party than gain ‘to the other, And yet'de-
striictive as it is,both of life and-of ‘capital, I-am persuaded that its
disordering : and demoﬂhmng eﬁ'ects are far the g'reatest part of tlle

’

evils of war. MRTARYE
Let it not ag:nn be: supposed that-it is in the power of ‘any legis.
lature, however enlightened and upright, and zealous to fulfil the
expectations ‘of -many among the- Jabouring' classes, ‘who seem. to
think that ‘regulations might be established which- shuuld secure (0
every labourer—to ‘all-ithat - now éxist and shall ‘heréafter come into
existence,—i. ¢. to an indefinite number,—wages sufficient at all

r-"‘
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times to enable them to maintain their families comfortably. The
funds for the support of labourers, whether greater or less, cannot
in any country be infinite; and a law which professes to insure to
n!l'wﬁw demand it, whether they worked well or ill—whether they
were few or many, a comfortable subsistence, would profess an im.
possibility. To ‘compel a furmer to employ a certain fixzed number
of labourers at & certain rate of wages, whether it answered or not,
would be only unjust ; to compel him to maintain all that offered,
would be immpossible. 1 ought not to be made to part with all I
have ; I cannot be made to part with more than I have.

~But I do think that & wise and active legislature may do much

towards mitigating, and in time doing away the sufferings to’ which
the labouring classes arve, and long have Lecn exposed in many
parts of England. -~ - “ ’ st

The practice of making up wages out of the poor rates; which, in
the southern parts of Lngland especially, has for someé time heen
very prevalent, is, in fact, under the mask of kindness to.the poor,
one of the most degrading systems of oppression. When men are
paid, not according-to their industry and skill, but according to
their wanis,—when for the same species of labour, one man receives
only half the weekly wages of the otber, not because his work is
worth less, but because he is a single man,—we are so far advanced
towards a state of slavery. The slave (like.one of the domestic ani-
mals) being bis master’s property, receives, whether the profits of
his labour he small or great, as much, and only as wmuch as is
sufficient to support him in toleruble condition : his maintenance is
proportioned-to his neced, not to his exertions; and as a necessary
consequence of this want of a stimulus, he.is kept to work by the
JSear of punishment.: ' -

On this, and several other evils connected with thé mal-adminis-
tration of the poor-laws,-I am happy to say I feel confident that the
attention of the present Ministers is strongly fixed.

"LETTER 1V.

Sir,—Jt has given me.great satisfaction to observe, that.several
of the provincial papers, and . amongst the rest the Voice of the
People, bave thought my statement of the causes of the' existing dis-
tress .and bad fecling amongst us, worthy to be copied into their
pages.. Itis a sincere pleasure to me, quite independent of any
personal vanity, to find what I really believe to be truth received as
such, at least to a considerable extent, by others: and it encourages
me to think, that. in suggesting remedies or palliatives for our ac-
tual evils, I may dlso hold a course in which other writers, with

B ST
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creater means of doing good than I possess, may be dlsposcd to go
along with me.

But, Sir, if I was right in attributing the evils of our social rela-
tions to various causes, it cannot be probable that the remedy is to
be soucht forin any single measure. I may have my own notions,
like other men, as to the measure most especially called for in the
first instance; but I am quite satisfied that any one by itself will
be totally ineficient towards working any substantial i improvement.
Neither Reform in Parliament, nor emigration, nor lowering the
interest of the debt, ner church reform, nor giving the poor allot-
ments of Jand, nor spreading knowledge ‘and a taste for intellectual
pursnits among them, nor yet the abolition of the corn laws and of
the tithes, for which many c:all so loudly,—none of all these things
will do us anv%reat or real good, unless, as the waters of bitterness
have flowed in by so many different channels, we set vigorously to
work at stopping up all the inlets of mischief, on one great system,
clearly and comprehensively devised, and steadllv and perseveringly

executed.

For, if 1 may be allowed to refer to 1y former statement of the
causes of our distress,—the increase of our anulauﬂn and of our
manufactares to an unnatural excess, which I have put at the head

of these canses, might perhaps be relieved by em:gratmn or by
home colonies, as they are called, or as some think by the abolition
of tithes and corn laws; but huw will these things affect the moral
evils of our condition? how are they to raise the moral and
intellectual character of the poor, to bring themm and the rich
nearer to one another? or how will they prevent the return of the
same evils, or of others even still worse, in the course of a few
vears, if circumstances should again favour their revival ? Or,
again, capital and machinery have, as I have stated, and when
combined with other causes, he]ped to dépress the condition of the
labourer ; and it may be thought that to fix a maximum of pro-
perty or a isinimum of wages, or to destroy steam engines and ma-
clines of all other descriptions, might at Jeast cure this evil. But
bere we should be further still from our object; for though I be-
lieve that capital and machinery have, under actual circumslances,
done much harm, vet the fault is not in them, but in those unfa-
vourable circumstances which have drawn evil out of what is in
itcelf good. And thus, o destroy what is good in itself, and yet
not to meddle with the ¢ireumstances which alone have made it in
part injurious, would only leave us in a worse state than we are in
now. So, again, the ignorance of the poor might be removed by
education: but how can you really educate 2 man, unless he and
his equals in society go along with you, and appreciate the good
which you would give them? And who can’ be expected to desire
general knowledge and intellectual pléasures, while his mere bodily
wants are ill satlsﬁed?’ Yet again—the Poor Laws are and have
been injurious, owing to other-unfavourable circumstances. Should
we mend the matter by striking off the Poor Laws at one sweep?
Or would not this be an act as mc’ked as it is utterly lmpractmable,
‘and should not we by so doing deserve all the horrors of ‘that
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general convalsion, for whick we should oursclves have.given the
signal? Lastly, for the evils produced by a spirit of ultra aristo-
cracy-prevailing throughout our social system, many, I fear, would
think that, for-this at least, they knew a short and effectual remedy.
To overthrow the pecrage and the church, to divide great properties,
or, in short, to do away with such a thing as a gentleman altoge-
ther, would strike home, they would say, to the root of this mischief,
ontce and for ever. It is waste of time to talk of wickedness to a
Jacobin, for it is the very essence of his nature. DBut setting aside
the guilt of such a scheme, and granting its practicability, I say
boldly that on the lowest notions of utilitarian morality ¢ would not
answer. It might, if we bad as much elbow room as in America,
and a population of slaves to do_all our hardest and most irksome work
Jor us : but conceive our population of fiftcen millions pent up in
the narrow liinits of this island, with'society in an utter chaos, all
its former landmarks gone, all hitherto respected principles of order
utterly rooted out, all property submitted to a scramble; and the
best restraints of our }erﬂuimls passions ‘snapped ihto a thousand
pieces. No living maa can tell, and God forbid that we'should
have any real cause to speculate, when such a sea of troubled wa-
ters would ever grow calm, in what direction & voleano so franght
with all elements of destruction might discharge its fury. * Whether
foreign war with all its'cvils might come as a welcome relief to the
uiter miseries of domestic anarchy,—whether England might renew
the carcer of Napoleon, and after spreading the curse of its'conquests
over Lurope, nnght provoke, as he did, a bitter revolution on her
own head; or whether, from very weariness after ¢ivil war, want of
employment, and their ¢onsequences, faminé and pestilence, had
cffectually reduced the superfluous population, the people might fly
for relief to despotism : this much is certain, ‘that the ‘moral and'
physical condition of the poor (and who would then be other than
poor ?) would be ten times more niscrable and degraded than'it is
now. |

All these considerations show the enormous difliculty of the sub-
ject, and should teach us that a great deal of khowledge, and a
great deal of good judgment, and very comprehensive views, and.
good principles and good temper, are all required in' the public men'
who would help us out of our present evils.” For instance, 'to take’
only ene question out of many, that of our population, how many
various opinious exist about it: first as to the fact, whether it'be ex-
cessive or no; and then as to the remedies, whether emigration or
home colonies are preferable, or whether some niere -political
chaunges wonld effect all that is wanted. On some of these points,
I doubt whether any one is sufficiently well informéd 5 and happy
should I be if I could direct the attention of some of your readers;
who may be far better qualified than I am, to the importance of
gaining and communicating information upon them. I1'know how
much I have to learn about thém myself, and I sce that some
writers of great name and much pretension are exactly in my own
situation, although they do not appear to be aware of it My next
letter, on population, therefore, will be very like an honest'nmiap of
an imperfectly surveyed country; it will exhibit great blanks by the
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side of spots laid down in full detail; but:-how much better is this
than to do like some of .the old engr'tphere who filled up; {rom
imagination the parts for,which they-had no real aullrermee* and
thus, as far as in them lay, perpetueted to posterity the } ignorance’ of
lherr own genemuon S ‘ UL RPN T

‘ILET’[‘ER V.

1

. Sm ——It is more than two thousand )enrs ago that a Greek plnle-
supher Phaleas of Chalcedon, impatient, like Mr. Owen in the
present day,. of the existing evils of society, proposed.to remedy
them by an-equalization. of property and of .cducation. . Upon .the
first of these remedies Aristotle remarks, that a limit set to property
is;inefficient; unless you also set a limit.to population.. Otherwise,
says he, your system in the first place cannot last, and, Desides you
will in the course_of a few.years have as much .poverty as ever.

Within our own memory; Mr. Godwin, better known perhaps.as the
author of ¢ Caleb Williams” than from his work on & Political Jus-
tice,2 repented the complaint of Phaleas, and again thaintained that
the evils of society arose from misgovernment, and especially {romn
the. unequal drslnbuuen of prepertr Mr, Malthus; replied to him
as Aristotle. more than two-thousand years - before had replied to
Phaleas. He said that there Wwas, another cause at.work, quite inde-
pendent of, political. inisgovernment, and as peuerfll] in producing
evil ——namelv the tendency. of - population. to .oulyrow. the means of
rubststenee. WSO that; to use Aristotle’s words, a limitation of pro-
pertg, 18, nuthmg, unless 'you can also hmrt wrthm proper hounds the
increase of population. . :

- Here, ‘Srr, you, hme ina few words what is. called the Malthusmn
theory of pepulatwn ‘but w]ueh, in fact, was known to Aristotle
and,to-the phllosuphers of ancient Greece quite as well as to. Mr.
Hﬂthus.. The ﬂuctnne, Jhowever, had leng been. forgotlen in mo-
dern Europe, because, since the. dare of the Roman Empire, Europe
had.never, been, fully peopled, and therefore the. ady: intages . of a
large. popule.twn were much more-an object of :desire, thanits. in-
conveniences were matter of .alarm. . It had beceme a_habit with
literiry men to retail the complaints of the, Roman writers upon the
decay of the true strenglh of a state,: a.free-and hardy, population,
and the* growth.of OVETEronT lu}rur).rameng the rich,in its stead.—, -
Antl in. them- this .complaint was reasonable;: for, partly owing to
long and bloady civil wars, partly to the. geneml buying up of small
properties by the rich, and the employment of: slave labour instead
of that of frce men, and partly, to.2u unequalled pmﬂrgaer of man-
ners, the free population in Italy was,.even as eqrly as the Christian
crd, exceedmg]y seanty,. and cvety, encouragement was given to the
rearing, of-a family, both to increase the-numlicrof citizens; and by
npening.a ficld . for the; demeﬂuc alTeplmns, to. hring bacL a more.
wholesome state of publu, morals.
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[ have stated thus.much to account fors the alleged inovelty:of
Mr. Malthus’ theory when' he; first published it; although it ‘had
been well known in Greece two thousund years earlier. Penple arc
not apt to think of the evils of:one extreme; ‘when.they themselves
are actually suffering.from’ those of thie other- and therefore while
Europe wasmnder peopled, ‘and labour was sure to find: a good niar-
ket, Because -there was a constant demand for .it, no one was: in-
clined to anticipate the tinie when the tide would turn, and when
instead of-wanting men to do the work, wan would-be often sought
for in vain'to cmploy the men ~ .

« 1
ty s

But though our:fathers ma.v well bé excused for not antlclpatmg
'm evil which they did- not feel,. X cannot extend the same indul-
gence to those who would: persuade themselves thdt the evil which
they do feel is not an evil, ‘because their fathers'never complained
of it. There are generally, it seems;: two periods in the history-of.a
nation, at which its population is found to press too hardly upon its
means of subsistence. The-first.takes place when its most obvious
and first-found resources :become insufficient ; when the slorenly
farming and careless enjdvment ‘of the earliest stage of ‘a nation’s
existence are exchanged fora harder industry, a more careful search .
after other and more hidden sources of* wealth, .and the- calling in
of science to quicken the somewhat enfechled powers of nature.—
And this period occurred in- England towards the middle of the six-
teenth ccnturj'; when'landlords began: to understand “the value of
their land,:and. to’ emplu} it in/the ‘manner-which would return
them.the’ g'reatc';t pwﬁt' ‘when'-commerce” begari to bé followed up
with'untccustomed vigour; ‘and when, "as the siire mark of 2 great
change. working in the' state of. snmetv :the distress'and numbers of
the poox mcreased “beyond all’ firtlier* e*-:ample, and rendered the
hazardous expenment of ithe Pdor Laws: welcone and necessary, as
they deemed'it, ‘o -the statesnien of " that generation..* Then begins
a second pcrmd—the period “of “systematical improvement; 5o’ far as
the physical resources of a nation are concerne but, unhappﬂy, by
fo “meaxs”of équal- 1m11r0vement in the’ hlgher points of Tational
wisdom<and national virtue. :And;-theréfore; a crisis is hastened
which otherwise- mlg]ﬂ; never have.arrived: natmnal wealth is enor-
mously 1110;{:*15&(1 “but ‘hecause' ‘gteat, nioral ignorance - ffenera]ly
prevails, national.poverty:increases also.” The population thus goes
ol 1mreasmg {00 tapidly ;- hécause; " whilst” the- lngh state-of "com-
mercial fctivity-on the onehand offers-it’ constant éncouragement,
the poor, as no-pains are'taken 1o clevate them, become less and
less thoughtful,less'and less desirous of a high state of comfort, and
theréfore ready 1o marry and to ‘rdise g family;'if they have a ‘pros-
pect:of- the  bare necessaries of-life. ~Thus, however skilfully and
vigorously” a¥ nation’s ‘wholéresources may. be ‘called into action;
lmuevel much its/ dgriculture’ may be improved,: its commerce B‘(—
tcnded its’man ufzctures multiplied ;. still the popu]ahnn is increas-

g, ton f'lsf -hecause: there: 8 & ]arge pmtwn ‘of ‘the ‘community
whose: halnls belong' ratherito “tho' first” stage ' of ' society than the
scwnd ‘who,_wiatrs and- have families’ns, if'the carth were still yield-
1ng ils ﬁrqt luxumnt a'hundanuc for s’ handfu] of original settlers,
matr-.u] of bemg come to tliat poml whcn cmhzatwn hemg nieces-

:-..1- ..~ . ,"'” i



14

sary to call forth its powers, men are ill fitted for the state in which
they are living if they are content to multiply as savages.

£ To this second period we are come, and to the time when its
crisis is most threatening. The great point on which T would insist
is this;—that let railways be multiplied as they will, or new markets
epened for our manufactures, or still further improvements intro-
duced into agriculture, still our population will continue to be ex-
cessive so long as the wages of labour are low, and the bulk of the
people depend solely on their labour. And this will continue to be
the case, untl the habits and tastes of the poor can be raised, and
thev can be taught to look for better prospects for their children than
merelv keeping them from starving. I come to the conclusion,
therefore, that our population requires to be lessened: and I pro-
pose, in my next letter, to consider the different means of effecting
this great ohject thoroughly and permanently.

LETTER VI,

REJECTION OF THE REIFFORM BILI.

Sir,—I think that both yourself and your readers wiil forgive
me, if the urgency of the circumstances in which we are now placed
draws e aside from the regular course of my Letters. Every one
is thinking of the Reform Bill, and it seems unnatural, at this mo-
weont, to write on anv other subject. Indeed, the question now has
assumed szch a wagnitude, that every other, even that most im-
portant one on which I bave been permitted to address you, becomes
involved in its settlement. Meantime, Sir, as a lover of my country,
may I urge most earnestly on every one of your readers the follow-
ing considerations :—

1. Let us judge justly and fairly. The House of Lords has done
no more than it has a most undoubted legal right to do. A legal
right, however unwisely exercised, must not be restrained by illegal
means. If this be forgotten, all our duties to society are violated.

2. Let us lay the fault on the right head. A majority of 41 has
thrown out the Reform Bill; but no fewer than 158 Peers have
voted in favour of it. For seventy vears, with some few trifling ex-
ceptions, the Tory party has governed this country ;—all the crea-
tions of Peeers, and they have been very numerous, which have
taken place since the beginning of George the Third’s reign, have
been made, to speak generally, by Tory Ministers. Every Arch-
bishop and Bishop on the Bench, except two who voted for the Bill,
have been appointed by the same party. This afivrds a very good
reason why the Tories should never again be in power for seventy
vears together; but not the shadow of a reason for attackiug the
institutions of the Pecrage, and of Bishops sitting in Parliament.
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For the majority, and I believe a- very great.majority,of the old
Peers whose creations are’older- than. the. last' seventy-yefirs, voted
- forthe Bill; -and 50 .did the.only two Bishops: who liad- not been
appointed by. a Tory government ; namelj,, the BlShOp ei‘ \ermeh

and the Bls lep ef Chlehesler LT e e Lo

3 Let s, beware ef t?:e arts ef our enemies. Our enemles, ‘Slr,

the.cnemies. of religion;;of liberty, of:order, of general prosperity, of
all that is valuable in'our old institutions, of all the salutary improve-
ménts which those institutions need;—are: the Tories and the Jaco-
bins, : It is not thie first time - thiat these. extremes have met : evils,

however opposite, will combine with one: another, if> they.can. crush
the good: which hoth, alike hate.and- fear. . f'.lhey: will.combine for
the moment, cach hoping in- the, end.'to . make . the ‘other its victim.

"This.is the game:of the Carlists and : Republicans in France ;~and
which I greatly fear to 'see: frepea.ted in: England.. . It may:; be that
the Jacobins will join. the :Tories-in :upsetting the present povem-
ment, in the atreeleus hepe that a revolution will then be sure, and
‘that they:shall ride on’it trinmphantly.. . As to the hope. of the
Tories of . recovering: their former.ascendancy, it is as wild as to éx-
pect that the/printing press and: the steani engine will be forgotten,

and the days of castles and.of tournaments ¢ome back again. It is
a hope ivell befitting ‘thie-wisdom ‘of -a party who.know nothing of
the past, and therefore can never judge rightly of the future,~a
party whose Tule’it:is to-live from hanid to mouth, to resist oed as
Jong-as théy ¢anyand to do it at last-not-from pnnelple but beeause
théy know not: 6 what else to turn themselves. . Let us baflle these

tricks, by steadily’ upho]dmg the nresent gerernment Whatever

be theu' feulls they are’ our onlv ehauee of safety now:
. i' ;

4 Let us r:lmg to’ tﬁe real -mtel parts ef the querm B:ll—Sehe-
dules :A. and B. - These schedules abate the nuisance of the rotten
‘boroughs : they-aré -€ssential to'any thing like an -éffectual reform.

In‘othér respects™the 'Bill ‘inay very:likely be amended.” I.do:not
like-one uniform:standard’ of -franchise: to-be' adopted - for all the
various interests of -this-great empire. I.think the Bill might be
rendered at once'more popular,and in the. good sense of the word
Tiore conservative. - But these are points on ‘hich the'true friends
of: Reéform mej fiiirly differ. -The tine test, THR TEST WHICH WILL
AT ONCE DETECT-THE-PRETENCES OF REFORM set ip by the Tenes,
isa steady adherenee to: schedule A. and to schedule B.

5 Lct us pcttt:en the Keng to" save 1is _fmm the-imminent daugers
that thireaten us; by cdntinuing - his: confidence~in ‘his Ministers. ~ I¢
heidoes this; there-are means strictly legal -and strietly:just, by
which the tnumph*ef -the_Bill- canbe ‘ensured’ with:absolute cer-
thinty.::: Tliese ‘means are, ‘a:creation of Peers. suﬁietently largé:to
réstore: the md@endenee 0 tﬁe House of Lords, which:is now.destroyedl

by - the | ‘effects of :sévenity:years of Tory demzmen » The “bench of
B:sheps 1§ filled 'by“the nominees iof i party:; ‘thie LawLrords ‘are

Judgestremeted undera. Tory ddininistration, in ‘tiinés wliento'be
a:Whig-as‘a cerloin - géxclusion ‘from-thg" ]uf,r 108t : prefesswna.'l ad-

v aneement *Is tlns il mdependent Heuse of Lords? -
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6. Lel us be prepaved for all contingencies.. Ere this Ietter reaches
YOu, ugy, cre it-is written, petitions tv the King may be too Jate, aid
the Duke of Wellington may be again Prime. Minister.: It.may be,
too, that embers of the, House. of Commons may. think that t]w}
have redeemed their pledges to their . constituents by. once:jvoting

for the bill, and may regard themselves at liberty now to follow.

othér courses. . A na jority of - the House of :Commons may declare
‘against the Government ; or, what comesto the same- thing,; may
decline giving them. that decisive: support which-the erisis calls for.
But fearful as this state of - things may be, it is our‘own fault if: it
prove desperate. Desperate for ail guod ends: it will be;if legal
Courses. are :0nce depnrted from. "The profligate agxtators of the
press may see .their own gmne in inflaming:the passions of the
penple; the ambitious. and « the  unprincipled; of whatevertank, of
whatever condition, may: long:- to -try’ tlié chances -of xév nlutmn
What those .chances’ are; none-can tell : . whethei the pike orithe
bayonet may. triumph ; whether a Cmnmlttee of - Public Safety or a

Protectorate be.the result .0t .whether! we. may be doomed to-taste-

the double curse of hoth ,——-}‘et the ruin of .our. Cunstltutmu, and of
all those means of:good which our:present state; of society igives us,
is_ inevitably certain; and -every: huisband, father, and: brother; the
{:omest is well.as the richest, may.well shrink from the unuttenble
orrursrbg, “luch the pmcess of! tlmt. ruin, will. be ace ompamed
S S
7. Let us be tem per te Zaut firm; -—let us trj, to increase the strengﬂl
of public opinion: by- at  once enhghtemng itiand calming it;—let
us labour at that feal elevation of ‘the. labouring'classes in phys:cal
comfort’and Knowledge; which will make them thoroughly one with
their richer neighbours,—and. render ‘the dread. of .mere. riots and
insurrections against property from henceforth lmpusslhle Much
will have been gained Ly what the present” Ministers have already
done ;~—for the Tories dare. not again.show themselves what they
Liave been. - Already in the last:Ministry. their .worst specimens
were no longer producible; ‘even the Dike of Wellington.had got
rid of. Lord Eldon and, perhaps, the. Duke: himselfimay now be
forced to pive way to a less uncompromising-'opponent:of Reform ;
to.some one who allows that something ought :to :be-done to amend
the répresentation. . -Every year that passes will add strength to the
good cause ; more and more liberal measures .will ‘be camed till
the Reform Bill, at last,-will be won.with.scarcely astruggle I
wish for the Reform . Bill chiefly::because I .think: it.will. tend to
benefit the poor, by obliging the aristocracy to consider them more,
and:to assist more heartily: in raising sthem :’but if' this great end
‘can be gaiiied even "without, the: Reform:Bill,\I* for one could wait
-very pmtwntly for-the time when: the bill must pass,ratlier thausmar
every.prospect-of good by adopting measurcsiof violénce., And I
“call-it a‘méasure of violence, of most illegal: and 'unwarrantable
‘violence,if mén. talk of- combmmg with one.another not to.pay. the
“taxes.~iduch'a measitre would at once dlsorgamze socicty ;i would
-ruin‘ thousands of :innocent families, and: cripple.for- means of -4s-
serting. the. national mteresl:mml honour in‘our transactions :with
foreign'hations: ‘it wnuld expuse usitora’ warybeoause - foreigners
- would think that-we:had::no: means of - mamtammg one.: ..And all

. f.
I"I'

-
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this would be done because we were.too impatient and too unjust
to overcome &. legal; resistance to our-.wishes. by legal means : be--
cause we would ‘pull. the constitution to pieces in our fury, rather:
than wait for a time to' purify. it effectually without mischief. If,
indeed, the House of ., Lords could for a long ceiirse of - years fesist.
public opinion, it would he.a tyranny ;. hut‘at present, though I beé-
Jieve their decision to e perfectly wrong, and though I ‘hope and.
trust that the King will nse his legal means of correcting it, vet
there is a wide difference ‘hietween 1ppl)mg to.legal means and to
illegal ones ; and though the time is {ully come forthe application-
of the first, yet it is very far from.come, as fur as regands the second.,

" 1

LETf'i‘ER VH."

Sin,—7Xhe stnrm, I trust, has blown.over, and has spent its vio-
lIence upon Nottingham and Derby, Your own. townsmen, I am
glad to see, have kept up their usual character for ‘good ‘sense and
a regard to justice in abstaining from such disgraceful outrages as’
have been perpetrated in ‘'the neighbouring counties. . Disgraceful
and atrocious outrages indeed they are, and almost more disgrace-
ful to that portion of the.public press which excited them first and
then tried to palliate their guilt, than to the miserable ruffians: who
perpetrated them: If the fricnds of liberty and' the people.would.
save their cause from utter disgrace, they should not . gently -regret
such crimes and half excuse thcm but denounce them with (hsgust
and abhorrence, and try to bnng' the actors a.nd nbettors of them to-
condign pumshment

Mcantunc what additional interest is thrown bv all these dis-
graceful scenes upon the subject on which I am a,ddressmg vou
What can more plainly show how insufficient any one remedy would
be to bring things to a better state? ‘An increase of. wotk or a risc
in wages would do nothing for these Derby and \Tuttmg}nm rioters.
in the way of making them better members’ of society :-so long as
they continue in their present state of ignorance and demoralization,
they would but eat and drink the more for the time, ‘without dmng
any thing to. raise their. condition permanently. . And. yet whilst
they continue in their present puvcrty, how are. lhcv to be cnlight--
cned ;md humanized ? |

Since I wrote the last letter of my series, T have read a very able

n,m]}h'let by Mr. Richardson, of Haydon, in Norfolk, on the general
question of the poor laws and the. employment of the agricultural
population. Mr. Richardson thinks that there is no excess of popu-
lation in the agricultural districts ; but that nnn) more hands might
be profitably mnp]u;, ed. He pmposc*; that every county should con-
rtitute ‘one entire pavish, thus'making the market of labour perfectly
{re¢ within the bounds of cach county: he would simplify the laws
of settlements, aind make ‘them settlements on’ countics, not' o

¢
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parishes: he would provide for the employment of the principal part-
of the lnbourers by allotting & certain -number: to every rate-payer,
according. to his assessment giving him however, the'choice of his-
men :.and for:the emp}oyment of the.remainder e would . provide
by what he calls -district farms, to ‘be hired’ by the. county;; and -
which he supposes would cover thclr own c\:penacs b} the s'ﬂc of
lhelr prﬂduce. ' - -

1t seems to me tlmt there is much goud in these suggeshuns, and
parhculaﬂfy in‘the plan for: doing away with parish_settlements; at.
present a frightful source of misery.:: Mr. Richardson 'is a ‘practical
snan, and his opinions are recommended by a large experience. T
shuuld be very glad to see his reforms adopted, but still T am clear
that the mischief lies deeper than his plan alone would reach. For
granting that moré hauds than are now employed might be set to
work with advantage, yet still the evil is not only that many men
are iow out of cinployment, Jbut that thiose who do work are under
paid ;. and no indn can imagine when he takes into the account the --
popuhtmn not of the agricultural districts “only, but of the manu-
facturing, and above all ‘of ireland, tliat the wages of Jabour “can
materially rise while, lllerc 15 50 groat a compeuuon at lmnd to keep

ok 3
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“’I“hp evﬂ ‘Slr Ties' deeper anr] it is this. I‘rcedum and properh' _
are things so essentlallj, umled that to.have a large free population
wholl depqndeqt on their’ labour,, when that, Iﬁbuur is, of a sort
whicli | Every man ¢an perfonn, 18 of 1lsell' a state”of things franght.
with mischief. Perhaps some of your readers may 7ot be aware’

‘Illbr

that' this state is'one of rare occurreiice in ‘the history of the, world ;

beeatise genen]ly speallng either lic great mass of lnbuurers h'u'

been s]aves “Or else their numbers’ ha,ve been much be]w the rc-
sourees’of the country, and their market has béeii 50 good “that iii-
dusu} has énabled them fo acquire, property.. Now when -the
lahourers weré slaves, their welfare as httle entcred fnto the’ consi-
deration of statesmen as that of the briite ¢reation ; the happmess of
the nation Was never ﬂwught to be affected. becm:e its slaves were;
oppressed and miserable., I, tnith’ this was the’ re'ullest way of.
solving the prob]em how to ensute the lmppmess ‘of civil’ society—-
shut gut from society those whom it is most dlﬂicult to-render Ilﬂpp) y

mgd you can: then cﬂ'ect your olgect easﬂ)

I' 1‘
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“'Slav er} S, is Jusﬂ) Tooked upon wnh '1bhnrrence but it W nuld .
have been well if, when priding oursclves ujon | its” ctllnctmn we'
had considered the new and most difficult dutiés which then de-
volved upon us, It.1s very casy-to, say, I we -will not- tolerate
slavery,” but it is a very differént matter to know lmw to untie that
knot which the system of slayery eut I twain summarily ~—Socicly,
if it deserve the name, ~must prov:de for the welfare of all whom it,
reccives into its pale’. and we_have traly, ledrnt, from c]mstlanlw-
that it should receive every human. _being. We cannot and we
-ought not to go-back, but neithier can we feniain as.we are 3 for our,
poor;at this moment hmc thé nare, and rights of frecmeu while
their uulv. ard COlld.lllOll Is that of s]a.vcs. And tlus is lhq ¢ase, be-

T
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cause we-bave transferred to our free population the notions which
were ciitertained of.a:populationof slaves ; hecause lahourers, when
slaves; had and could haveno property, we have thought it no enl
that labourcrs whcu citizens shnuld bg equa‘lly dcsutute. » :

E e 1'1 ‘-‘r.,,.r'- ‘,,-.; . L O a."-
LIt on this view' vof! tlie.dase that I cz’ll our prescnt pupulutmn
excessive. -1 do not doubt that a much! {argcr populatlon could " he
maintained in:a tateiof slavery ;-but this qitestion is,, whether- our
nfesent numbers are not so great as (o ‘Iﬂﬂ]\ﬁ it impossible. for the
labourer to mcqu:re property by his Iabnur —in other words, whe-
ther theyrare'not 50 great as'to hinder, the Tabourér from becommg
what 2 freeman:dught to be. - I'may be told that they. are mot too
great, if the property. be fairly divided : hut to this'I answer that a
division of property is no more a-just proposal:-on_the part of the
poor, than'it would be'just on the part of the sich to bring back the
poor to their" original ;stato: of slavery. Either: ofithese measures
woitld, no.doubt, femove.the particular inconsistencies-of : our. pre-

sent stale but it would be only b mtroducmg far’ grcater II]JHEIJCB
nnd grcater misery. in thc room; o 1t. DL

4
l"F-I‘I'

By the law of the ]and as it now: 15, every poor man: may claim
from soclety the.maintenance of a slave: he-has a right.to” be ‘kept
from starving, ds a slave would be kept; and:in return society; may
Justly claim his work, as'it ' would the work of a slave.: But accord-
ing to’my notiois, sumcty should do mote than this; it should piit
the.poor man,: bemg a freéman,:into « situation: where he may- live
s & freeman nught (o live:. and L.see.not ‘how:this:can .be - done
except:ini orie of two .ways,-either by.what are called:home. cnlumes
ofiby: émigration. .- This was the regular course pursued' in’ ancient
times, when our present difficulty presented. itself:..i\\When' o large
pupulauon who had formerly been slaves or conquered in war grew
up. to the condition of freemen’ and citizens, they were provided for
by being:settled on:tlic unappropriated Tands of- the state;- or' when
none of:thése were to: be found,: they-were $ent out’ ‘to.be setﬂed in
a colony.: And this'was'the only way'of avoiding one of two - evils,
Gach of: which- was’ then considered- intolerable ; ‘the existence on
the, one hand.of a free population in'beggary;; and on’ the -other, a
total-ov erthrow of society,: by dn':ldmg the properly of the o]d cm_

zens,.in order to-satisfy, these’Inew!partners.in the: poln}mal firm,
who wanted to conie into a share-of its profits for nothing. * Butmy

Jdiinits warn'me to conclude, and what.has been hcre stated ‘may
aﬂ'urd suﬂiment matter for reﬂectmn. S

------

o LETTER VIII

SiR; —Wlwu I SpDLe in my ]ast letter of tlle evil of hm'mg the
hulk of our population dependent wholly upon labour, when that
labour was of a ‘sort which evéty man could perform, I said that in
our piresent ¢ircumstances I could see no other remedy for this evil
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except in what are ealled - Home:Colonies,’ or. in.emigration. : -1 am
willing, however, «to- take: the expression « . Honie Colonies,” in the
widest pusmb]e sense;. and extend it-to:cvery measure for giving the
labourer an, interest in the soil, whether: as.a‘tenant.or as 2 proprie-
tor. . And.X-do believe that if. these and. emigration, accompanied
with fother: measures;;to! be specified: hercafler, -were fairly: tried,
thereis nothing in . our -present. condition: which. forbids our enter-
taining lively ]lOpEB for.the restored and- much improved welfure of
ﬂlll' Cﬂllﬂll‘]’. i IR o1 T e AR S T T T S T T R P
s -BubI am told that the pe0ple cannot heur tn hear that our. pnpu-
lation js excessives rlhcy say, that-before any.are:turncd-out for.the
general good, tlicresourees of-ithe country: should. first' be.more
cqually.divided;. that: it. is..only. because' somé have-too'much that
others have too: Tittle: «Why;-Sir; no.one talks ‘of: tummg out ‘any
body:+Xinever:licard.-any man- dreamn: of forcing. people:taiemigrate,
wlm,h would be:in: plalnfann'hqh lo transport. them'.neither.is it
doubiful that if. all; persons.faréd alike, .and e could persuadu one
half of the cnmmumt} peucc‘lb]y:mrshare itheir property with the
other, that therc:is.food enough in the island to maintain us all till
ziext,summer. ;1 But-it- is: one; thing fo- ericourage the: poor: to emi-
gratey and-another to force:them to:.de it—it js:onething.not to be
overpeopled 4if:-an utterly impossible change in society, were to take
pace,and ‘anothernot tafbe;overpeopled associety nowsexists. . No
doulif human beings might:be packed.much closer ini Great Britain
than-they-are now :nbirt the real question-is; whether such a crowd-
ing’is practicablé;under actual circiimstances;:and-whether also it is
desirdble s iwwhether, in:short;<England could maLe itself like Judma
in:the time‘of Solomon; andiwhether, if'it could this wu]d be the
best: mcansiuf*mehrhug our actual cnndltmn: VELA T e .
;” Hij 11 RS 2N n..“-f. TR : ["Efiir lh i ey ‘
2L am! at a- loss.to understand how. it can be unjust or inhiiman to
suy,rtﬂ 2 man who'is. here barely able to keep. himself. from starving,
that' we, williassist: himsto-go:to another. country, - where he.may live
in-comfort}sand: provide; sufficiently: for himself-and his family, -I
know; that such a proposul madesto-persons. ins the. richer . classes is
not thouglit a;hardship or an insult, but a greatfavour;: that fathers
are. gldd to get situations for: their.sons in India, leven though they
patt with:them:for sucl- a-number:of .years, that the} icannot expect
todive:till- they return:: : No doubt as arent would- rather be able to
provide:for his:son :comfortably at-bome: than.send: thim to India;
but-he would much:rather send::him” to -India:than sce him live in
beggary at home; and it does not occur to him to ask his neighbour
to give him a piece of his'estate, rather than that he should have to
bear the pain of parting. Or. if any particular trade be overstocked
in any town, the man who finds himself hest able to support hinself
by capital prevmns]y acquired, does not think himself injured if he
he advised to go and look for an’ opening:in” his trade clsewhere.—
It is, indeed, @ shocking thing that poor men should be persuaded
to cmlgrate without knowing 'myt]ung of the country to which they
are- going, ahd without ]m*u]g any oné 1o advise tlmm when they
‘get there. -And this lgnorancé Lam, molmcd to{hink, is one of the
gre'ttqst obst'wlcs tn enngrﬂtwn. 'No-man likes to. ld]ﬂ} 2. lcap in

------
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the datk;-and®emigration is'nothing: better than a leap:ii the dark;
wlienoa:man has never.before-been-ten miles from*his own' village,
wlicn he'has no:notion of distances; and knows not-a sidgleipartivu-
lar.about.the climate,’ ‘productions;»cpstoms, rand mannerof-living
in forcign countries. A mere.clementary knowledge of: geography
would instantly dispel the vague fears which many of the poor riow
feel. unreasonably’: “emigration would thus lose its-terrors;and their
knoivledgeiwould notionly make:them:-censesto: fear- it, thut’ winld
teach:them how to-derive the full'benefit of it i gl

.

il _' ¥ L] !
* Y * ¢ * ’r
[ ! J: a - !-'J'l i :-.i. '

.«This is a-subject which the Government Liave :taken: up;‘and-on
which X hopéithey will proceed to-act on-a Jarge::seale;i:as 'sooni*as
the Reform question is once settled. You will obsdrve too; Sir/that
here, as cvery where else, the importance of inereasing the know-
lcdgeof:the:poor:forces “itself. upoirius most strongly. -Ignorance,
indeed;- meets us: at.every:turny -as° one ‘of the: greatest difficulties

-
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whith,we:haveito-encounter..» i -7 s v pTibes
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. What T am next going to notice’ is one proof: of the- mischiefs:of
ignorance. ::: Nothing.is. mére common. than: to -hear -peoples talkiof
thé/milliods: of unproductive acres:which:are. to <be: fousid: in’this
island;. on»which theyitell us:our-whole labouringipopulation:might
be advantageously'settled: It is -impossible: that persons' who talk
thus' can :know much: aboit- these -unproductive acres. There:ave
enough:of:them-ddubtless in point of ‘extent between Cornwilliand
Northumberland ; your own county, as you well know, Sir, posscssés
its full share of them. I have sometimes thought that the Railways
Licreafter may:do a-great” deal: for your:moors;- by enabling-you to
get line and ' mature in sufficient quantities-to naké a* completely
new soil:in suchiparts as may.be broughtsinto rcultivation:= -In thiis
way.the enclésure of Hounslow:Heath, and the other wastes within
ten.miles:of London:has:been found:to answer tolerably: well:+:- But
the: moors:offer: three obstacles which I-dd-not-believe all the'Rail-
ways in the world would ever effectually overcome:: the'three obsta-
cles of great extent, an impracticable soil, and a bad climate.. Some
people  seem ‘to fancy that because. a great many new enclosures
have.taken place-within the last-fifty years;  that therefore the waste
latids still remaining may.also be enclosed with advantage. . :‘They
forget that what has been-left was naturally the most impracticable
part of the whole country,;;and. I .speak: ipon-a gencral - knowledge
of every extensive tract of wastemow remdining in England, when
I say that almost all present difliculties either of - soil ‘or climate, or
Loth;l-sachas+to rendet:theii éultivation ‘on'a~large scalein’our
present state of science a matter p’ra;itichllj" hopeless,; + -revv shien

R S L O T L R N I R I

+1/This is*quite a'sufficient answert6" the ‘there- idletalk about our
1illions:of unenolostd “aéres;. which-some indulge'iin who'ought to
know: better. 1 Ab the'same timéi 1 dg not’ doubt hat! much -may be
-done on:n small scale in'different parts ‘of *the cotitry, by allotting
portions of -reclaimable waste to the poor of pavticnlar parishes and
districts.v sAud'T should like'to know:whether thére' doés‘not: often
-cxist.greatinbuse as'to the! cinplovuient of what - is- called the poor’s
plot ;1that i, 3thé ground.-which was’ awarded - to’ the’poor -of- the
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parish.at the tune: of ah enclosure, in compensation -for: the loss of
their rights. of ’Commoyn. I am afraid thatdin some instances this
Jand is:let by. the: paisy officers to a fariter; and: even:the reut of.it,
instead:of :belug gn'en fo: ﬂlﬂ poor,: gucs pmly lo cke out the! puor
rates.« vk oceled el e o S e SO
gu?;,iii:a!-r'} aprraes _i,‘.: -r - '-*-‘r‘;“ ::":'*"1 :' -
. Besides the: encldsure’ of ivastes, there is’ another way of gmng
property:to the:labourer, namely, ‘bv allotting him a portion.of land
for a parden. " ‘This is 2'medsure which évery.ohe. seents to. approve
of ; which I know in practice to be a source of great benefit to ‘the
pnor,+-aud .of; great. comfort ;- whicli; I "believe, is ‘daily. hecoming
more and more 'ulnptetl and. 1wlnch I heurttly hopc wﬂl spread over
themhule cuunlr) R T S TR R S SO 11 PN
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But “hnt 15 to ]JB done meanwlu]e for the: m'mufacturer o Hc
camwtwbe set to-inclose wastes,—and:iwhere,sin: the midst-of a
crowded town, can he get the pleasure and:the profit of.a garden ?_
How can he-be'put in a condition te acquire property,—or how can
life’ be -rendered to? nm sumethmg more-lefitting: a-man and a
Christian. than it too often is at present ?%- Thigiis*a: question, Sir,
which, 1. deubt-not, has:fréquéntly-czcuried:to.; your mind as well ds
lo-mineg ;> <—gnd. what;is mofe.to-the. purpose; it is’ bedome perfectly
faniliar to the manufacturers lieniselves,’ and if ‘a: good and. fair
answer: be mot given-totit hy:others; they arc but toolikely to an-
swer it themselves in-n; manneér ruinous antl fdlsgraceful alike: to
them audto ﬂlﬂll‘fﬂﬂlghbﬂlll'&* SRR G R N SR I
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nIt canno: he nnswcred Nowever; witliout touclung upun rarious
points; Doth moral and. pohtwal inwhich the evil is plain enough,
but the remedy seems. beyond- the  poiver; of any: legal enactient,
and;to rest-mainly. with- the people themselves. " But the ur gency. of
the crisis-may:inake men-listen‘ to-2 statément-whicki would ‘have
found: them deafer than-the deaf” adder;. if uttcrcd in the scason of
apparent prospent} N S SRR
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.+ SR It has bcen uften saul that there are some; pmphccms
which tend fo cnsure their own fulhlment .and the language which
I see and hear used‘every day by persons perfeclly well-intentioned,

sgems likely, to furnish another instance of the truth.of this. - Pcople
talk:as if. we ayere arrived at a:period: when . every thing is to.be
thrown, as,it were, into.the crucible, and come out again in a new
form.; _M}t unly the details of government, but the very principles
on which’society.is held together, are spoken of as likely to be ques-
‘tioned: .not,only. the mere.external constitution of the Church Esta-
blishment, but the foundations of our duty:to God and man are
wnsulcw(las on the point of being. subjected to:a rude inquiry.

-
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Now, if. men.dccustom: themselves to -hold this language, they are
-wsurcdly helping to :bring about the.very :thing which they:fear.
There. never:have beeny and never . will he' wanting: some few
wietclies, omn'ulmen, nho, in their.folly or their wickedness, wonld.
he.glad to get 1id of every law and' every, principle. - ‘There'aré al-
ways some to:bé found Wwho have strong personal reasons for. think-
. ing'gaols & numncc, ‘and:who would be glad’ to make.converts-to
the:r,o[unwns -But. are”.honest ‘men, really to :stand and discuss
such. questions ‘as this >—or would it not be. the greatest possible:en=
couragement to, pickpdckets and..thieves; if. we, were. gravely and;
mou;ufully to. regrét- the prospect of hm ing.;soon to. examine the’
right of enacting laws against them, and to .dread, the possibility:of

the,speedy repeal of all such restnt,uonq after. they: had. bcen fu]ljr
subjected to the scrutiny of pubhc opmmn ? RESES
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1, proposed to speaL of. the state of. the manufacturer ‘and. great
need. thete is of spéaking plainly :aboat. it:> -It is in, the manufacs
turing towns that we are told to look for.the seeds of: all these wond
desful changes—in the: incredsed . knowledge and improved organ-

ization of. the: working: classes. -1 am’ Jeartily..glad-to think that
their knowledge is:increased ; ‘and'ifit w ere-increased a little more,
1 shouldi think their 1mproved organization: a: great-blessing: also

But will any,man in his sgnses tell me that. the workingclasses in
ariy town in Britain-have acquired lmowledge enough .to put us'all
at sca again as to the.very main principles of social, nay even of human
life? DMr. Loudon.tells'us- (I quote, from :an" extract in your last
week's Courant,) that.the intelligence-of the Birmingham: workman'
is particularly remarkable.., This, he.says; is owing .partly. to the
peculiar skill-which. _their manufacture requires, and; partly fto.the
prevalence of school education in that neighbourhood... The former
cause, no; douht, makes them remarkably iotelligent.in matters con-
nected with; thelr own manufactures, and gives them a.great facility
of turning their liand from one sort of work to another; as the state
of the market may require ; and it is owing to this that the distress
10 Bmmugham has never equ'ﬂle{l that .which. has been felt-occa-:
sionally.in the cotton districts in-Cheshire and Lancashire. It gives
them an intelligence in matters connected : with their own business;

which I have noticed with high admiration; not without some shiame
at niy own inferiority: to thcm But skill in. the working:of metals
will not give an acquaintance with the far more difficult working of
society,: and-asto. their;school, cducauon, -Mr. Loudén knows, as I
know; that neither the nature of; the instruction given at-what are:
called English schools, nor the, time . that. any workman can spend
at: them, are such asto give. him ;muich ‘moral :and: political Lnnw.
ledge., ; Or, are;they to get.this knowledge in-after; lifes from news::

papers ? T am:sure you jourself: would be tlie - first iman’ to laugh:
at the utter absurdity of such a notion. . Do;newspapers pretend; or
is it their business to give a general.wview rof .the :principles of any

science? .. To tell us of past times, or of the state of: foréign coun-
tries? It is true, they give us an.account of passing events in other:
counlneb, ‘but Lhey cannot do’;more, and how: littleis this towards
giving us an accurate Lnnwledge of what is really thought and done:
in them,- And supposing that newspapers could teach a.great. deal.

l'
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more:thian they: cither do or can,—whiat: are: the working man’s op-.
portunitiés forironding, it calmly‘nntl for thinking itiover) and pro-:
perly digesting.it. in-his‘own.mmd?-. And what previcus cultivation
lias;his mindrceéived to enable it: to: turn any. fresh information ‘to-
tlie best-acvoiint? - When; therefore; I licar so niuch said of the in-:
telligence of the wrhng classes and of: the: enlightened sstate of”
public; opiniony I: feel very much as I shiould:.do-if any.ill judging?
friends,were to.overwhelm a clever ‘and intelligent child:.withscom:»
pliments, and make him think: himself .as1wise ‘a3 his teachers. - I
should say. that: these . friends -were' . taking " the.'very«iviy.to hinder’
him fram.cver:being:as:Wwisé as his teachers,~by. tmchmg him to¢
think:$otoo somi, ind; thus}to. slacken: his; efforts, ‘ot to :misdivect.
them: ;L ar, mdecd indignant-at the:insolént languaqe in-which:
SOIME PEISONS deprecmtc huthnthe capacities and: the knowledpe of:
the working classes, and treat them as if they knew nothing and
were unable to think for themselves. - I'have known:{juitei enough
of .the working. classes to‘makeme: justly impatient of -such foolish:
and impertinent Janguage: as . this.’ But it isone thing to speak ofr
them ns'ignorant and incapable of ijudgingiabout’ politics,and ano-
thet t4, suppose. them’ capable; of i disproving : prmc:p]cs established.
by:the general conscnt of the best'and ;wisest;of:mén; 'or-1o say that.
they: can possibly;judge as well upon’ sub_]ects which: they hme not
fully studied;ds thosé who have d'hundred,times greater knowledge
and .experience, s Assurédly: we' may: slearn’ avigreat. deal, even ‘on-
political subjects, from: the, working classes’ 1'nev ¢y l.llked with an:
intelligent man amungst them, T neverjread-any: of - their sllccuhcsi
at- pubhcrmceungs o7 of Aheir: writings, cwithbuti dériving some in-
structionfrom thems But take-evens Mr.o Cobbett; with all his ex<
mardumryfnatumlahﬂltws and the:great advanmgesuvluch he has:
had;in* later life y.and'who can:only: be-‘put: on ! thé same: grounds:
with the' worhng clasées :as- far as regards”his’ orlglml “defects of!
editcation:;, We-all know. Jiow cleverlv Mr. Cobbett wiites ; but to’
talk of him.as-an- -oracle of: political: or: moral wisdom would e lu-
dicrous: - And.he s so vmlcnt andl, I fear, so litlle scrupulous;’ thiat?
some:may attribute many.of }ns most: absurd -assertions,—~such for-
instance, as'that: Dng]and was- formerly: more= pnpu]nus than :itiis
now;-—to'a:wilful intértion to deceive; But:in struth,’1.do be]wvc'
that-itis sheerignorance ;:mot indced Tionest or excusab]cf ignorance,
{or.no-man oight’ to" writc! about-‘a guestion! swithouttJearning the:
facts:of jit;,—butiyét a very natural: ignoratice n ‘. clever-man ‘who'
hias been' ill” edicatéd ;—who has . read: Tittle, and.'has’nevar bccn
taught lluw o dlgest antl apprecmte pruperlv w[hut he: ltas 1‘ead
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. do not I-.nuw ﬁhether ﬂle Mt’:chamcs of ‘Sheflield: arc hkcly to:

do me the hondir. of reading this: letter.: - T+ wishi!they.may,: for I
am suve that they will have the sense:to'allow.the: truth of my state-
ment;and:J-am not afraid’ of - their'suspecting me of-any aristocra.
tical pridé-in saying it.:~God knows that "I have:not-a Il'lrtmlﬁ of.
any suchy fecling,—and that my most-carnest” x‘ush is-t0 ‘see ‘the-
ﬁml\mg classes raised in. every thmg that: tlicro 1na ay'heone hcarly-
feelingof : brotherhdod: betiveen ustalli: Butstoflatter them'is'to
insult | them; and:‘we'Sceny niow t0*be in some ﬂﬁngcr!ﬁf otervalding:
their knuw]cdge and: Judgment, just as, for- a Jong'time, thcy-fv.ere
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undervalued.. Aslong as-they listen readily to any one.who ap-
peals to their passions, and turn:away from him who addresses their’
reason, so long must- they ‘necessarily remain half instrucled s for
truth can only be attained by overcoming prejudice, just as virtue’
can only be atiained by the conquest of our selfish passions... = .-
O S

I have been led on by my subject, for it is an important.one, and:
one which falls directly in my way. It will not do to be run down
by the cry of signotant. men, merely because they-have 2 numerous
hody of -icarers and disciples: “Aund as to.mere physical force, I
have no more fear of its triumphingover-truth and justice; than'1:
have of the brute creation rising in rebellion. against maiikind; and
trying the force of horns and hoofs against reason and the laws of.
God’s creation. . V" . - ..o RN
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Sir,—I wrote my last letter-in the full confidence that the truth
spoken’in sincerity would -not”generally ‘offend: - Had . any- covert
object lurked hehind tlie: language which ‘T -used, had- I- secretly:
desired to-uphold or. palliate existing abuses, or to keep the working
classes in their present degraded state; I should have been ashamed
to have wiittén it.'’: But as it is, I-should be -ashamed not:to have
written it: I-should be ashamed of-nothing . more; heartily  thar of
speaking the truth 6n one side; only: a’practice, I am- sorry to say,”
quite as.commion amongst the | professed friends; of the people as
amongst-their suppnsed.enemiés.” .- .. - - - A

- If any. principlé;or general statement .be, founded. on- truth, the
course of events will serve-continually to bear witness to it.:: Inone
of the earliest of my letters:I stated “ that the. different.classes-of
society have been removed to a great- distance : from.’each" other—
have sympathized with and understood each other léss, and thus
liave-bécome stradgers to. each dthery oo ready, I: fear,’ to. become
enemies also.”.. How:dreadfully-has this fear being.verified_by.the
riots at- Bristol; kow boldly has tli¢ fact been affirmed by Mr. Dyer,
at the Crippiegate Ward meeting, when -lie said. that-there could
be o union between the employer.and'the employed ;;and byianos
ther person at.thé samemoeéting,’who asserted ¥ that it was,.as_ims
possible to effect’a union between-the high and: the: Jow classes of
society, as to mix oil and water; -thera.was no reciprocity: of . feeling
between them.” . If this be true; that is, if.it is ¢, impossible.to effect
n union. between the higher and the.lower, classes,”. then indeed the
Reform Bill is too.late—all.the.efforts of-individuals:and of .public
bodies are alike too late, and a sort of Jacqueline war throughout the
country is the only thing to be looked for. .

- N b Y |
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tween the rich and the poor.. Wretches whose only hope of distine-
tion.consists in preventing such a union, ‘may, well wish'to make us
believe it impossible, and the less hateful wretches who carried on
the'work of .plunder and Iirning at. Bristol, would':no. doubt be
happy to-have it belicved also. . But good and honest men, of what-
ever rank or fortune, from the richest peer to the poorest mechanic,
will feel that it is a doctrine as filse as it is wicked. - -

Yet even.this Mr. Dyer, whoever he may be, .tells us something
from which - we may take a lesson.. “ There can be no union,”:he
says, ‘ between  the employer, and the: employed.” -- Why- not !
‘: Because,” he goes on, “.it 1s.the’ inferest of every employer to get as
much 1work as he can done for the sinallest swm possible.” - Truly, Sir,
this is a text on which there might well be preached an awakening:
EErmO. |

. Where is the church most hated ? Where is the aristocracy. most
hated ? Where is the alienation of the poor from the rich meost com-
plete ? The answer will always be, wherever the relation between
them has been most exclusively that 6f ‘employer and employed: in
other words, where the relation has béen most purely mercenary, I
do not say, like that of master and slave, but actually worse.

"X say * actually worse than that'of master and slave,” and I say
it advisedly.~ West Indian:Slavery is the relation of employer and
emproyed : the use of the slaves is merely to make them work :in
the plantations,; and they may be sold like the hoes with which they
work. - ‘But the old system of English slavery called villainage, was
absolutely a far kinder relation.~There the villain was a fixture'on
the Jand and could not be sold away:from it.s Belonging to his lord
from his cradie to his grave he was thought of not onllyzas a living
and moving tool, but as a2 human being, " Affection often :subsisted
between him and his master,—of which there is this decided proof|
that the system of villuinage chiefly wore out by-the master’s volun-
tarily ‘giving his villains freedom.:: This never: would have hap-
pened, -had the relation between them been'only one of profit and
loss :~—of employer and employed. . e T

Ry i i . .
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“.: Or ook, Sir, to agricultural parishes, ‘and to private families. A,
farming labourer, a domestic'servant, / were once: considered-mem-
bers of the household ; they lived in the same family.-for.years, and
a mutual attachment:subsisted - betweenthem'.and their wasters:
But.how is itnow? The:relation of employer-and: émployed: has
come into full action ; farmers will. not keep their labourers, masters
sometimes will not' and sometimesscannot keep their servants;they
are afraid of letting them get a-settlement’in. the’ parish, if' they
stay ovér the year, and so: completely:is- this understood .in some
places tha! a servant leaves hisisituation naturally at the. end of a
twelvemonth, unless something be expressly said about his remain-

4
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ing longer. "+ " ..
Now, Sir, our great manufacturing towns have isen sqlelj' with
‘a view to this velation of employer ‘and employed.. The very: name
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shows this, that they are places where men ‘have assembled toge-
ther, not for the purposes of social life, but to. make: calicoes, -or
hardware, or broad cloths. A man sets up a factory, and wants
hands : 1 beseech you, Sir, to observe the very expressions that are
used, for they arc all significant. What he :wants. of his fellow
creatures is the loan of their lands ;—of their heads and ‘liearis he
thinks nothing. These hands are -attached to certain mouths and
bodies which must be fed and lodged : but this must be done as
cheaply:as possible ;—and accordingly, up-starts a miserable row-of
houses, built whére -ground is cheapest, ‘that is, where it is least -
genciully desirable to get it ;—built as close as possible, to have the
more.0f them on‘a.given space, and -for -the same' reason without
any sort of garden or outlet attached to them, because the comfort
and enjoyment of the human being is quite independent of the ser-
viceableness of his Aands.. But further, Sir, these hands are not
only attached to mouths and bodies, but to reasonable minds and
immortal souls...: The mouths and bodies must be provided for, how:
ever miserably, because without them the hands cannot. - work ; but
the minds and souls go.utterly.unregarded. - And is this any other
than a national crime, a crime in the-civil: government, -a erime jn
the church,-u crime in-all the wealthy and - intelligent part of the
English people, that while kands have been multiplying so enor-
mously during the last forty years in every coner of the kingdom,
no greater efforts have been made to provide for the weifare of ‘the
human beings who have multiplied with them ; beings born not for
time only but for eternity, - - =~ ¢ S *

+Hear the cry with which the bishops-in particular are now as-
sailed in every part of the kingdom, and most loudly-in the great
manufacturing districts.  Whence comes the especial bitterness
with which they, above all the other anti-reforming peers, are every
where attacked? Whence the hatred with whick the whole order
of the clergy is sometimes pursued? Is it not because the people
have never heen made to feel the full amount of the good which an
established cliurch may and ought to effect, and therefore are the
more ready to complain of its endowments ? Is it not because in
our large manufacturing towns the church has allowed thousands
and tens of thousands of its ‘members to grow up in misery and in
ignorance ; and that a step-mother’s neglect is naturally requited by
something of a step-mother’s unpopularity. - | K
I am not blaming individuals,—aor have I in my mind » single
personal allusion to any one cither dead or living.: “But the reproach
" ‘attaches itself to-the'body,- What worse than folly was it to talk of
delicacies, aund-diffieulties, and the dangeér of 'Parliamentary inter-
ference, and the mischief of interfering’with Chureh property, when
the very end for- which: the establishment existed was left unat-
tained ? Was it fit to-wait for monéy ‘enough to build an expensire
‘Chureh, rather than license the. first voom, or the first court-yard
that could be found, wherever the inhabitants of the parish became
too numerous or too remote to attend the Parish Church? Was it
even decent to Jeave many thousand persons to' the instruction ‘and
-care of one minister, rathier than apply to Parlinment :for power to
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make a new allotment of the Church prupe:ty, sitch -as t]:c new
state of tlnngs rcqulrer.l? -

" But these lhmga were: neglcclad neglected by tho churt,h, neg-
]ecled by the government, negleued by the master manufacturer,
snd by the rich gencra]ly -LThousands of men grew .up -devoid
alike of physical comforts,: andof - intellectual - and moral culture;
and now we are reaping. the fruits.-of it. Having no property:of
their own they hate property,—having no means of intellectuul. en-
joyment, ‘the f' are driven to seek the pleasures which ‘we have in
common .wit brutes —having never-been made Christians, their
undisciplined -natures, are -incapable of valuing: Chnsudmtv, and
thelr enl p'lSSIOIIS teach them to hateit.

Snll it is not too late now to remedy the evﬂ n‘. is ot too late
now,—but in five years it will be. . Enough -of individual kindness
still’ exists, enough of individual goodness, to.ensure.the success of
neasures carned into effect by. well combined exertions of men co-
operating with each other. ., Mr. Dyer.and men ‘Tike him may yet
be silenced ; and- the two orders.of society may be brought together,
cach fce]mg too deeply their 6wn faults to-dare to reproach those of
the other. . But T am insensibly running into thoughts and feelings,
which 1 shall find it hard to check. if I once allow myself to indulge
in‘thém.,,. Meantime Jet me congratulate: you on the honourable
contrast w hich Shefficld presents and has:long presented to so many
other manufacturing towns; so that in what I, bave said above,
other places have always heen present to my mind ; when I think
of the remedies to,he applicd, Sheﬂleld almys occurs to me, .to fill
me, with hop& and enconragement. . ~
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. S, —If my. ]ast ]ethr but one uas ll]\El} fo. glve oﬂ'enco to some
of the working classes, my:last, T suspect, would be_ viewed with as
little favour by those whn call' themselves the conservative party—
but who, if we may name them froin the tendencies of their conduct

rather tllan from their: intentions, may. ‘he. well called ultra-revolu-
tionists, . I hme, Lowev er“hﬂen a]wa)s of opinion, that the whole
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-truth, whcn not spoken in malice, can never be inflammatory—that

'ﬂl the ‘mischief is done either hy giving | half the truth, or by throw-
ng round thc whole truth a violent,.and therefore an unffur expres-
sioi, /At any,rate, if -y two Jast ]Ltters have been disliked hy two
dlﬂ'crent classes:of readers, I trust that my pre=cnt one, while it ex-
ains and justifies its prcdccessurﬁ, will at least gu e Uﬂ'cncc to none,
cven if none arc cnnvmccd b) it. . |

J."th the. facts of my lv.o Jast lctlms =1l' =ﬁl ]Il'l) be allowed, to
call them, and place; them:by the side ul' ccach other.” On the part
of the working classes, there is'a mass of jmpeifect and ill-digested
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knowledge, which has just succeeded. to decp and general ignorance.
On the part of the rich, there is a mass of half-informed and half
awakened attention to the poor, newly risen, after a long continu-
ance of great. neglect. - Surely, here are the elements of -a most
happy state of things, if this imperfect knowledge -on one hand, and
partial ‘attention on the other, are by all means brought to assist in
improving each other—if the past, instead of being:for ever appeal-
ed to to inflame angry passions; be forgotten ‘as if by common .con-
sént, like an.evil: dream,from which we are’ most thankful to have
been awakened. But if the poor, instead of looking'to bé: helped on
by the rich, think to get on faster by plundering and pulling them
down—or if the rich, instead of increasing their. efforts'a hundred
fold, and in a wiser spirt, now stand aloof in fear or.in disgust, the
consequence will be, that both rich and ‘poor will suffer, or rather
that all good men will suffer, whether rich or poor; while they who
profit by the general ruin will be the dregs of. either party, perhaps
of both ; the treacherous, lawless, greedy; profligate, and cruel ; that
class of wretches, who whether they haveicalled themselves aristo-
crats or democrats, have been always alike in their tyranny, alike in
their contempt of every law of God and man, and in their exclusive
love of themselves, and their own interests and. passions,: -

1t has been a'great evil that the  relations. between the rich and
the poor have heen so much-confined to the single one "of employer
and employed. :But is not this a very natural state of progress be-
tween the time when they stood to one another as master and slave,
and that when they will stand to one another as citizen to citizen?
The matter is now to hasten’ forwards as quickly ds possible'to this
last state; and in order to do this, we must make efficient those great
means of blessing. whose-inefliciency has been the canse of so much
cvil, but whose destruction would render the matter uttérly hopeless.

- I say plainly,—and I begnot to be cried ‘down unheard,—that
those great means of blessing are the Aristocrucy and the Christian
Church. . No man alive is more-aware than :1:am of the evils of an
Aristocracy,or of an Established Church, when there is nothing to
balance them; 1o man is more aware than I am of- the quantity of
good.which they have left undone. But I should not blame them
for their neglect, if it was not.that their active exertions are eapable
of rendering us such enormous services. 'No man wishes more eaxn-
cstly to see them reformed ; and I hesitate not to say, that no man
would more decply grieve to’see’ them: destroyed. When I have
been travelling in. your beautiful ‘neighbourhood, and ‘looking over
the magmificent domain of Lord Fitzwilliam, I have often heard my
companions exclaim against the steam engine chimnies which in
various parts of the view were sending up into the air their columns
of smoke; but I have always said in answer, “Those unsightly
chimnies, and that disfiguring smoke, are a most wholesome balance
to the'palace, and the gardens, and the woods of Wentworth. i Were
it not for them, England would be no better than Russia or Poland,
—we should be the mere serfs”of o territorial aristocracy.”. And
what if a.companion: of: another sort were to-exelaim' dgainst the
aristecratical pride of :Wentworth House, and against the' useless
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costliness of keeping up the. Churches of Ecclesfield and Rother-
ham?. .1 should’say:.te.him - as heartily. and, truly,—*that park and
mansion: and " those. churcbes are a most wholesonie balance to the
chimnies of the iron furnaces. - Were it not for them, we should he
without two of the greatest means of elevating and. purifying man-
kind, nobility, and religion ;—we should be in danger of becoming

what the T'rench sometimes falsely call us, a nation of: buyers and-

sellers. But.asitis, let all work’ together, and:all. do their duty,
and we bave the means of arriving at the happiest and highest state
of society. that the world has ever yet witnessed... .. : .- ‘

The perfection of Parliamentary Reforin would be one .which o

raised the working classes, as-to.oblige the aristocricy to. treat- them
more liberally, without throwing in their hands an exorbitant power

before they are instructed, and softened enough to use it wisely, I wish-

the :aristocracy in every L;‘)I;we' to come forward: manfully, to join the
political unions or any other lawful and honest societies of the work-
ing classes, to state fairly the amount of their past neglect, and their
hearty wish to:make up for'it. They may:then; meet:the mere agi-
tators boldly face to face, and indignantly.deny.their.outrageous and
shameless falsehoods. While confessing their great and most blame-
able neglect, that they have too long suffered their poorer brethren
to-live in a state of suffering and ignorance, they may most truly say
that .from wilful oppression and injustice they are, generally speak-
ing, clear..., The laws have hitherto, by carrying to excess the prin-
ciple of non-interference with a man’s private concerns; allowed himn
unintentionally to cause- great, public- mischief. .. As it is the busi-
ness-of civil society.to defend .property, so: it is.ne léss its duty to
limit the ‘exorbitant exercise of its, powet. - The.famdous:Thellusson
Act has-already. decided the principle, that a. man-abay’ not -do all
that he.will with his own:~—he may..use it ‘but ‘not :éapriciously
abuse it.  Undoubtly it is a matter of public concern that our great
towns be not injured at the discretion:of every-individual: specula-
tor, who runs out street after street, and row after row of houses, till
the working man in.the heatt of the town can neither breathe fresh
air, nor find any open ground within his reach on. which.he can ven..
ture without being guilty of a trespass.: It: would be mo:slight
benefit if public walks and gardens, and still more.public places of
exercise, 50 laid out asto be ornamental as well as useful and agree-
able, were of necessity attached to every:great town -in the empire.
And it might be fairly imperative. on every. man- who builds a cer-
tain number.of houses, to annex to-them a certain portion of ground
which might never be huilt ‘upon, and : which should;serve in vari-
ous ways for the sports and recreation-of the inhabitants;. .
Yy ke bl S B S P . C T T S PO
I know it.is said that the poorer people have no respect for works
of art,nor forpublic property : that if indiscriminately admitted ‘to
museums, . libraries, churches, or gardens, their grearest pleasure
would be to do mischief. True it is that the poor do not respect
these thingsin England as much as. they do abroad ;.and why ? he-
cause, Sir, they have never been thought capable of enjoying them,
and therefore fiave -been carcfully denied access to them. - Certain
it is, that they-never will respect them, till they-are allowed to-have

hy oAt
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~an interest in them ; but, I should think it well worth while to risk
the injury or destruction of a great many works of art, that the peo-
ple might at last, as they surely would, become fond of these things,
and feel that it was indeed a2 ‘public injury to misuse them. And as
a step to this, I have thought that advantage might in the first in.
stance be taken ‘of - any societies actually formed amongst the ‘work-
ing classes; such as benefit clubs, self-supporting dispensaries, poli-
tical unions, or the like: and that it would be well worth the while
of benevolent individuals.to -assist in:the formation of libraries, or
museuns, or if possible in renting ground to serve for a public gar-
den.and place of amusement, not to be open at first to all the work-
ing classes, but to be placed under the ‘management: of one or more
of these - societies' for/the benefit of their own. members. I say
“nlaced under the management of these societies,” perhaps with the
.af{"ditinn of one’or two honorary members of the richer classes, whe
might advisé without beingiable to controul their poorer associates;
for it is imost.important to put the poor in authority, to intrust them
with: the careof property, and with the:making and enforcing of re-
gulations for its protection and improvement: : The . true -and ‘only
way to make civil society really deserving of its name, is to give its
members an active and not merely a passive part in the manage-
ment of its ‘concerns. . - o |
DU e e Y el L . | ‘
Tt will be. said that” all this is'easy to talkof, but not so easy to
execute.: - True it is that no single individual can execute it,~—but a
number of -individials’ may.do:a-great deal towards it themselves,
and still'more may be:done if plans of this sort are pressed forward
on the public attention, till from being at first only noticed; and dis-
cussed, they end with being generally adopted. Nor does it signify
if any one particular plan be objectionable ; the: priniciple of raising
the working classes in their bodily, in their intellectual, and in their
spiritual condition, is the great thing that should be for ever incul-
cated on.every man possessed of . any.influence’ in‘society. Of the
truth and importance of* this principle I am sure;whether the sug-
gestions'that I have thrown out in'this:letter' be the best means of
carrying it partly into effect, many of your readers can judge‘better
than I canjonly if my plan-be' not agood -one, it'is essential that
some one should devise a better, otherwise I am sure it is far better
to try mine than to try nothing.~ .- - - P e
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;"-In my next-letter I shall speak of what can and ought to be done
by the Church. " This is a ‘vast subject,—and on none"has: there
been poured forth a greater quantity of audacious ignorance,—to use
the very .gentlest'term.. -But it’ is’a matter far too momentous to be
lef¢ to such writers as Mr, Beverley. - | o
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. S1ry—1It i5 now about 120 years.ago since a Tory clergyman was
impeached by the-Houss of Commons for preaching a:sermon full
of the wiost violent doctrines of ‘Toryism. ; During his trial, the po-
pular feeling ran so strongly in‘his favour, that as he passed:back-
wards and forwards from his lodgings: to tlie..House of: Lords, the
populace;obliged all persons totake off their hats to him ;' the mem-
bers of .the :House of Commons-who. conducted the impeachment,
were abused and insulted,. the houses of the WWhig ministers were at-
tacked, and.the Queen, who was supposed to -have no great affection
for her ministry, was greeted with shouts of- * Grod;bless your Ma.
yesty and the Church.”” " Nor'was .this-feeling: confined toLondon:
I read in the history of those times that Birmingham, ' Bristol, Nor-_
wich, and-many otherplaces were the scene of riofs;. in which. the
popular cry.-was.'* Down. with -the "Whigs! . High' Church and
Sacheverel for ever ! I S SR

But this was more than a hundred years ago.- Well  then, Sir, it
is only just forty years since “ Church and King” was again the
war cry of a riot.,".In’ the;year.1791; ‘the Birmingham mob- with
this cry,in their mouths conumitted’ thé same oreven worse atrocities
than thosewhichhavebéenlately committed at Bristol ;and asa dinner
given 1o an Anti-Reforming Recorder.ivas the-iexcuse for.the Bris.
tol riots, so those at Birmingham vere éx¢ited by a-dinuer. given by
g number of ‘eminent liberals and reformers, to:celebrate: the anni-
versary of the first French revolution. . . .« " "2y s
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. This Jast event was ,noticed ‘the other. day. i ,your paper, aud it
appears that'a bishop has becn lately burnt in effigy.at-Birmingham,

on the very spot .where Paine;.the noted author of-the.* Age.of Rea-
' son’ and the “ Rights of Man,” hid received the same tribute forty
years before. : But. it:.is paying -far: too .great a‘compliment to the
actors in either of :these burnings to ‘call their. acts™ an; instance of
the changeof public opinion.. . They.are merely aniinstance .of the
ease with which ignorant men are.excited::to: violence, . without
knowing why or wherefore. The populace of 1709 shouted “ God

bless the Chureh” with just as much.reason as the papulace of 1831

are shouting ‘. Down.with the Bishops:”-. And.if there 15 any one
fact-undeniably. certain, it.is that 2he. clergy of the English Church,
far from having fallen-'off; since-.the ‘days! of. Dr.:Sacheverel,. were

never so enlightened, never so zealous,iiever so generally exemplary
in their lives, as they are at this present hour.

The Church has always had the fortune to be defended and at.
tacked with equal violence and eqial nnreasonableness. At this
day, when the cry is all against it, there is no subject of which
popular writers are so” profoundly ignorant. The writers for the
public press, whether lawyers, or men in tradé, or young men who
live by their writings, know and can know next to nothing of the
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tlergy. - They seldom fall’ in their way; their habits.and views of
thivigs are o different as to preclude much intimacy when they do
meéet, and - while, from residing in large towns, . they sge & quantity
of the evil which the Chuvch has not prevented, they know little of
the many thousand country parishes where it is daily more:or less
‘effective in doingidirect good. . . . N o uioe e ey
Again, when men attack the Church it js very desirable; ta knoy
for what veasons they dislike it.  Many excellent men amongst the
dissenters are unfriendly to it because.they think it a hindrance to
‘religion 3 but a greater number I fear hate it for the very opposite
Teason, namely, because it recommends religion. - Many good wen
complain-of its total-want of discipline among its own members;
but a notorious declaimer against it in an adjoining county has beén
annoyed by-what he thinks its over strictness, .Heis violentagainst
Church abuses, because his moral character in one particular is
such, that the' clergymen of . his parish will not visit him. I-am
always anxious, therefove,-when 1 hear ‘any. atiacks. against. the:
‘Church, to know what sort of a man they come from ; for though u
great’deal thatds said against it may be very true, yet considering
the principles of many of those who say it,> I should exceedingly
-object to any- remedy of.their proposing. L -
.. . + LY R SR B ' L
-~ The'most general complaint against. the Church turns upon.the
‘excessive amount, and the unequal distribution of:its property,, and
especially upon the burdensome and impolitic nature,of the lithe
system. There is also a strong popular feeling against the political
opinions of the clergy, particularly of the Bishops and other digni-
taries among themn ;-and this, together with the.evils of the:tithe
system, is, I believe, the main cause of their unpopularity among
‘persons who are not ill affected to religion itself, - . L
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My conviction of the.bhenefits of ¢ Church Establishment arises
from this: that thus, and thus only, can we ensure the dispersion. of
e number of- well educated men over .the. whole Lkingdom,’ whose
tole business is, to do good of the highest.kind ;. to enforce,: in their
public teaching, the purest principles and practice that maukind

“have ever yet been made acquainted with; and-"to..exhibit: these m
their ‘own persons in. all .their: daily intercourses with their neigh-
bours, instructing the young, -visiting,the sick, relieving, advising,

-and maintaining the cause.of the poors—and.spreading-amongst all
ranks the wholesome influence of..a. good Jife, -a cultivated; under-

-standing, and the feelings and manners of a _true gentleman.—Kor

- these reasons, I:most earnestly admire and love'a Church Establish-
ment; and because it has in itthe:means of . doing all this better, 1
think, than any other sect of Christians, thercfore, I valueaid would

- most-rigorously reformy the actual. Church Establishment. Nor are

- the needful Reforms so diflicult as many. persons.imagine.- - : i <

1 r
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. 'T will state them, Sir, -even- at:the risk of : sceming {o dogmatize,
hecause I have not space to state at length the:arguncnts onwhich
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* 1st. -A commutation of Tithes; cven if it can only be effected at a
great loss to the Church, because. it is far better:that the Church
should be somewhat poorer, if at such a.price it can remove what is
at present a great cause of offence. O T

20d. An entire remodelling of the .Episcopal Order, 1thrit_ma'ny
scandals may be removed, and the Church obtain an cfficient go-
vernment.—For this object it seexbs essential,— | S

1st. That Translations should be made illegal.
2nd. That-the incomes of the smaller Bishoprics be so in-
- crensed .out'of the larger ones;: as to supersede the necessity -
- ‘oftannexing to them Deaneries; livings held.in commendam,
.. or any other:ecclesiastical preferment whatsoever. SN
R PR JLTETYY I T lnohe, ; T N, Ty l‘ THEEE I
3rd. ‘That'the. Diaceses be divided, :so: as -to -giye the Church an
efficient government.—Ior this-. purpese: all, Deaneries should.be
made Bishoprics)-retaining their present.incomes, .and of course
with no seats in'Parliament. .- The Prebends should be annexed to
underpaid livings in-Jarge towns,and the largest Church in all such
towns: shouldibe erected -into:a Bishop’s:See; so'that there should
be no great town.throughout England without its -resident Bishop,
who, without-being raised to.any.undue elevation: in. rank and for-
tune, would yet-iit both be.sufliciently respectuble to maintain’ the
just influence of the Church:with the higher:classes as well as.with
the POOTS fi T e e ey e L
T B L ] FRTTRNS L [ 1L T B A AN
~4th; That intall- large: towns and populous districts a sufficient
number of<new; parishes:be ‘created, with a ‘resident minister to
cach. Funds might-be.provided byannexing, for the future, every
one of these new parishes to some valuable country living, if possi-
ble; in the same neighbourhood or:county.. -Any.incumbent accept-
ing such living:for the time to: come 'beirig -bound to:reside. in-his
town parish nine:months in theiyear,-and to keep .a resident curate
on his benefice'in the:country.io«, o = o0 0 s e

------ =

E*"*";'-*’ . PETICIE A o S T I I THI LA v ., T T T S R -
«:5th, ‘The Church government. being thus.rendered- efficient,. by
reducing: the size. of the digceses to-what would be within the power
of anindividual to manage, a .system. of -ecclesiastical jurisdiction
-gshould be framed, for the prompt: punishment,-not only of scan-
dalous vice in the clerpy,—which is, happily, very rare,—but of
what'may be called unclerical conduct and neglect of duty; so that
the class of ¢ sporting-clérgy;las.they are called, should be gradu-
ally weeded out of the establishmenti . -v+: - 70 o - Le. a2
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These reforms would, I.am persuaded, work a change in the-use-
fulness of the Church, and in the state of feeling towards it, espe-
cially in- the manufacturing districts, which would be well worth
purchasing at the: cost of . far greater innovations.: Of reforms' of a
more strictly religions: character,—such, I+ mean, as.relate to the
Titurgy and articles of -the Church, I have purposely said nothing ;

because I think that a newspaper, is not the best-place for such dis-
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cussions. But there are some other points of a:less serious nafure,
such as the relations of the Church with dlssenters vand its ‘exces-
sively aristocratical character,:which, perhaps, I may be allowed 16

] - r'r"‘! "r-l""'

notice mafollmung letter. - = R I A T

LET’I‘ER ‘{III RIS

- L
I" Ir" ‘.__. !I ;. -.-'._l'i-!

A NENTRLS VL - O B
Sm -—-—It, happened to me sume vears since to - he. visiting, at the
]wuse of o Scotchi clergyman, ' the- number’ of ‘whose:: panshmncrs
amounted to nearly five: thousand souls.- . I asked hint how he found
it possible to look after so large a population without assistance.

LT L

His'answer was, that be had assistance : that ~there’ ‘werei'three. or

four.dissenting-congiegations in the fown; and that.the ministers of
these were very useful auxiliaries to.liim; in prondmg both: forjthe

plws:c'tl und spmtual \t.ants uf lns pa.nshmners vy _;_:, .
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Thc words of this answer, as well as the su:nple and natural’ man-
ner'in‘ which they were sgioken, hive. ofien Tecurred to. my memory.

‘when I have noticed the tota]ly different:light in -which:the Dis-

senters are. reg'arded even by sbme.of the;best of the.clergy in Eng-
land, - With us, the ‘notion ‘of an opposﬂmn of interests betweenthe
Clurch and the Dissenters seems always paramount ; and- L. hdve
heaid it said, over and over’again, when people’ were" giving the
 highest praise to.the zeal and general excellence..of .2 Minister.of
the Establishment, that such a man: would .'soon thm the meeun"'
houses, and bnng bacL the pcuple to the Church AN
Nms, Sll‘ at ﬁrstm ht we, cannot douht that the Scntch c]ergv
man’s feelmgs with reward to-Dissenters is a far happierione sthan
that generally entertained in- England.: It is a great misfortune
that Christians should not.all heartily co-operate with-one another;
-and a still greater that they should actually look on one another
'as rivals—almost asienemies.” It is a most tremehdous evil at atime
‘when their. most vigorous efforts, if stren gthened by - the :closést
union;-would not be in any degree- too great to meet t]m "dangers
“luch threateu them both 1 in common. :°* * PR TURS I j r,j:

But it is an evll lnch misst be laid as much to the f*mlt of lhe
Dissenters as of the.Church. They have -been” quite:as ‘intolerant,
and talked-quite as foplishly about the superstition of- the» Church
Services, as their antagumsts on their side have talked of the sin of
schism:. ' And:at'this moment; if the Governnient should attempt to
“effect an ‘union. betiveen” the. Chiirch and .the:Dissenteys.- there
would be found ‘{uite as'many obstacles to'suchia plan o the-Phrt
of the latter.as of the former. * Nor is this wonderful; if we ‘remein-
‘ber that the Dissenting Ministers, generall_s 5pe'1Lmn'  ate: mensof:
inferior education, and inferior rank:to'the Established:Clergy,.and

have. thus aless ﬂhare uf the two great antidotes to%watr?—-a Lu'

i
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1 umntance wlth lllc v.ustlom of 'mcwnt tlmes on the one hand,

a with yariqus classes. of living mc'n viewmg t.lungs it many dif-
fercnt hghts °§' the, ﬁther ’ ' .

]

]
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But it is far from my purpnsc to throw bhmc cither on Church-
men or Dissenters. Thus much, however, is clear, that from the
Churel, as holding.the vantage grmmd ought to prucccd the first

 advances to a.reconciliation. V::m if uniformity be insisted on, re-
conciliation is of course out of tlm question: two men of different
habits cannot live together on friendly terms, if either he called upon
to. conform to-the fashions, of the other; and a compromise of
our own opinions has‘alml}s ﬁomelhmg .ﬂmut it-so bordering upon
meanuess and, insincerity, that, o Food frult can be lookéd for
*frum a seed so. rotten. -, o
- T ENT? LENFIRTTY] -

One g'reftt catise of I)lssent has been the utter meﬂ:clcncy of the
*Church in POPH]DUS]tD“ﬂb, as o rcllgluus souel) Mens’ fee]mgs ‘
.of,Chnstl.m union, all théir social prupensmes 1S Cliristians, desire
gome better satisfaction.than to he mmnbern ‘of a.parish of 10,000
or 20,000 sonls, halfiof whom must neceas*m]v Ve strangers to the
otherhalf. . It is impossible. that they can”Have nuch personal
knowledge of their Minister vinder- such circumstarices ; and “what
:sort of .a sqclety,ls it -in, which ‘tlie, .memhers nctlhcr know ong
:anotheér, nor;him who, in some respects is thelr llead ? - In fonmng
.themselves into a, distinct religious, sucletx”v.hcn so” situiited,  the
. Dissentefs acquu'ed b hund of chanty more than: they had: hefor{:,
butI know not what bond it was which, then: can{luct vwlatcd -

-I-_-l I
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Thm ~ause of Dﬁsent v.ould cease it the panshes in’ our hrga
wwns were properly; subdwlded and the.sime nieasure "would ro-
move another cause not ess’ powerfu] ‘thie actual "want ‘of “room-in
- the. Churches:of the Establishment for the population which that
 establishment, professes to instruct, - Bt other causes “would still
2 remain;. and . could not he 50 ensﬂy obvmted "Somie, however
cworldly, thejr character, are in practice among’ thé mast dlﬂicult to
zovercome. ,; 1.mean: the prnperty vested in the’ dlﬁ'ercnt Dlssentmg
+ chapels, and-the incomes actually enjoyed by their” mlmsters "It
,would not ,be casy, {o .purchase ‘these, and’ this alone, therefore,
would se¢m an indissoluble bar to such an union with Dlssenlcrs as
..thould merely merge them in the Church Establishment, supposmg
-that by some compliance with, their religious ub_]cctlons the Esta-
. blishment might become such as they, “oultl not on religious grounds
alono objecttojom.,,, ey N
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Therc i3 }et anothen cause of dlascnt very dcep]v ruoted ’Thn

- eﬂta.bhshcd clergy- must hclong genemlly to"the’ Ticher classes, be-
cause so long as a residence at the university is‘a necessary lnsspnrt to
ordination, none but the rich caii afford to enter the Church. But

- separated, s the.richer,and poprer ¢ classes are from one another in
‘England, sepirated not 01113,,m T3nners, habits; and. fcelings, but
aclua]ly in language also, "'who can wondéi if the poor desite’ a re-

- ligious instructor with whom.they can more nearly sympathize than
with their regular clérgyman,~an instrictor who by Dbirth, stanon



language, and manners, is more nearly one of themselves. True it
is {bat when the regular clergyman is at once a good man and a
sensible man, his being a gentleman is all so much in his favour:
for though a gentleman parson he a very bad thing if the gentle-
man be the predominant element in the compound, yet a good par-
+ son who in education and feeling is a thorough gentleman besides,
in the best sense of the word, inspires justly a degree of respect and
confidence as well as of affection which the poor never can feel
towards a man of coarser manners and less education. But in the
nature of things there will be always a great many of the clergy in
whom the gentleman, not in the best sense of the word, is predomi-
pant over the parson; and then as far as the poor are concerned, the
salt that had lost its savour was not more worthless than they find
such & minister.

Besides these causes of Dissent, there is yet another, which, how-
ever, I am inclined to rank among the least really powerful of all:
I mean the actual differences of opinion on matlers of religion. I
cannot enter ‘into particulars on this point, for the same reason
which made me abstain in my last letter from considering the ex-
pediency of some reform in our liturgy and articles. But when I
think what the points are on which we and the Dissenters disagree,
except in the case of the Unitarians, 1 am fully satisfied that they
ought not to hinder good men, while keeping firmly to what they
themselves think the truth, from co-operating in the great cause
common to all Christians with those who hold the opposite opinions.

I see then some cause of dissent existing which a needful reform
in our own establishment would remove; others again are inde-
pendent of any conceivable extent of reform; while a third class
are indeed invincible ohstibles to uniformity, hut ought to be none
to union. And he who knows the history of the Cliristian Church
has too good cause to remember how fatally the pursuit of this
foolish phantom uniformity has lured men from the attainment of
the real and substantial blessing, union. Let us leave the Dis-
senters in the undisturbed enjoyment of their own organization, and
government, and doctrines ; but let us cease to call or to think them
schismatics or enemies. By reforming ourselves in thoese points
which manifestly need it, we shall probahly bring over many to our
communion in the most honourahle manner; and for those who re-
maiqe_:d, if we treated them as allies more valuable in their own in-
dependent manner of fighting, than if forced against nature to adopt
ours—capable of meeting the wants of the poorer classes in the
very points where the Establishment can least satisfy them, and af-
fording an exercise for that na-ural and commendable desire after
social organization, which a national Establishment has less room
for—we should find the Dissenters most valuable friends and co-
operators in that great work of Christian improvement which is, ar
ought to be, the one great object of every Christian society.
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