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PRET'ACK.

Ir this little book shall be read with pleasure
in the shop of the mechanic, during intervals of
labour, or in the evening when work is over, the
author’s purpose will be in some degree answered.
As the title shows, it is an offering to the work-
ing-man. ‘The apprentice, the journcyman, and
the master-mechanie will here find recreation and
perhaps improvement. But it aims not so much
at systemalic instruction, as to quicken, to cheer,
and to amuse.

It is no part of the plan of the work to bring
down every thing to the level of the- meanest
capacity. Were this attempted, it would be lost
upon the stupid and ignorant; while to persons
of sense and improvement, all that is said will be
clear enough, without any such degradation of

the style. Fven children are oflfended with the
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4 PREFACE.

- extreme of 1orced simplicity; especially as some
of them know that if they never hear a hard word,
they will never get beyond the easy ones. All
our knowledge is gained by mingling things yet
unknown with such as are known already. It is
thus we learn both to talk and to read. To attempt .
nothing bat what is known, is to shun the water
till one has learned to swim. In this persuasion,
the author has not scrupled to introduce some
things for the special benefit of more advanced
readers ; as, for example, the short essays on the
cultivation of memory. Tor the same reason, a
pretty free use has been made of the stores of
English poetry. 'The working-man, no less than
others, has a right to these treasures of his mother
tongue, and may enjoy them with the greater
frcedom, as they require no previous scientific
training to make them intelligible,

| By some readers it will be seen at once that
the following work is a sccuel to the American
Mechanic; a third edition of which has lately
come from the press. ‘I’he unexpected favour
with which that little volume was received, has
encouraged the writer to persceverc in his endea-
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vour to ailord pleasing instruction to the indus-
trious classes. IHe has here attempted a book
which may cqually suit the funiily und the com-
mon school, but with a perpetual reference to such
as labour with their hands. 'I'o them and to their
households it is offered with the best wishes of
their friend,

CHARLES QUILL.
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XL‘/'.
CONCLUSION.

‘“'"Pis the only discipline we are homn for;
All studies else are but as circular lines,
And death the centre where they must all meet.”
MassinGrn,

In the foregoing essays I have touched upon o
areat variety of subjeets, and have passed ¢ from
grave to gay,”’ from entertainment to instruction,
There are many matters quite as important which
must be left unattempted, But T cannot bring
myself to close the volume without & word of
counsel upon what is sull more momentous than
any 1o which I have alluded.  Whatever our eall-
ing in life may be, it must come to an end; and
however our paths may differ, they will all meet
in the same termination. At death we shall be
stripped of all our petiy distinetions, and despoiled
of all our worldly guains.

He must be a very stupid or a very heedless
man, who never asks himself what are the proba-
bilities of his condition after death, A prosper-
ous life here does not secure a prosperous life
hereafter. 'The very heathen may rebuke us for
our carelessness., Iiven the deist, it he believes
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in the immortality of the soul, must have some
solicitude about the nature of that immortality.
Some persuade themselves that all men will cer-
tainly be happy after death,  Thisg is a convenent
doetrine for all who wish to enjoy vicious plea-
sures ; but there is too mueh at stake for any
man {o ‘ulnpt it without frreat consideration, and
such arguments as defy *lll contradiction, It is
against our rational feelings of justice, the com-
mon judament of all ages, and the plain meaning
of the Bible.

If therve is, then, a risk of losing one's soul,
can a reasonable man leave the matter unsettled !
It has often filled me with astopishment to sce
men of the greatest foresight and diseretion 1n
worldly :1H.m5=, 50 lummml} areless in these,
'They wonld not consent to pay a small sum of
mouey without taking a reeeipty orto live in a
house without insurance 3 or to [end money withs
ot seenrity 3 knowing that even where neigh-
hours are honest, He is uneertoin, But they will
hazard their everlasting interests upon the merest
chanee,  No onte can prediet what a day may
bring {forth, Death takes most of its vietims by
surprise.  Yet the multitude live from year to
vear without any attempt at preparation.

Phe nndue value st upon wealth and temporal
prosperity, is one great canse of this recklessness,
Al throvsh life men are in chase of that which
perishes as they grasp it, Give them all that
their most eager wishes could demand, and you
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do not secure them for eternity. DBut there is a
goad part which cannot be taken dway from them,

No considerate man can reflect on his life, or
examine his heart withont acknowledging that he
1s a sinner against (God.  "I'he whole tenor of the
Scriptures spepks the same truth. How am | to
escape the punishment due to my sin?  T'his is
the great question, on which every one ought to
have some settled determination.  Ile is not a
wise man, who lies down at night without some
satisfactory hope that sudden death would not ruin
his happiness.

The great truths of the Christian religion lic
within a small compass.  There is an agreement
among all the conflicting sects of evangelieal
Christians as to a few cardinal points,  They aye
stuch as these : that by nature men are children of
wrath; that God will punish the impenitent; that
we must be born again; that without faith it is
impossible to please God; that he who believetlh
shall be saved, and he who believes not will he
condemned. Further, the faith whieh saves us,
regards chiefly the Lord Jesus Christ; that he is
the Son of God: that he hecame man for our sal-
vation ; that he bore our sins in his own body on
the tree; that he rose again from the dead, and
-ascended into heaven; and that we are justified
by faith in him. He who believes thus, and
manifests this belief by corresponding works, is
a true Christian,

There is reason to think that infidelity is on
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the wane in our country. About the time of the
French revolution, the impious falschoods of Vol-
taire were making havoe among our youth,  ‘This
arch-infidel once predicted that m twenty years
the Christian religion would be no wore! Those
who were deceived by him (ound nothing but dis-
appeintinent and wretchedness.  Learned, witty,
and applanded as he was, he had less resl wisdom
than the poorest and most ignorant Christian
witow,

“She, for her humble sphere by nature fit,
Ias little understanding, and no wit ;
Recerves no praise; but though her lot be such,
Totlsome and tndigent, she renders much;
Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true,
A truth the beail it Frenchman never knew
And in that charter seads with sparkling eves
Her title to a treasure in the skies,
() happy peasant! O unhappy bard!
His the mere tinse), hers the rich reward §
He praised, perhaps, for ages yet to come,
she never heard of hall a mtle trom home:
He, lost in errors, his vain heart prefers,
She, safe in the simplicity of hers,”

TIHHE END.



