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Curist’s Appearing to chofen Witne(es,
A {ufficient Evidence of his ReEsurRrRECTION

ACTS x. g0, 41.
Him God raifed wp the third Dav, and fhetwed bhin

openly ;
WNot to all the People, but wunto itncfles, chofen before
. of God, cven unto us, who did eat and drink with hin:

after be rofe from the Dead.
T H E Refurrection of the blefled ¢fus hath been zal-

ways looked upon as the main Foundation on which

Chriftianity 1s butlt ; and as that great Miracle which
beyond Doubt and Contradnﬁ:xon proves and cftablifhes the
"Fruth of our holy Religion. = If Chrift be not #ifen, then
is our preaching wvain, and your Fazrth is alfo vain. If he,
whom we beliteve to have died for our Sins, and to have
rifen again for our Juftification, be ftill under the Dominion
of Death ; then we are yet in our Sins, and cannot be af-
fured that his Death hath made Satisfaltion for them to the
divine Juftice: But if full Payment hath been made, our
Surety cannot be detained in the Prion of the Grave; and
therefore by his rifing again, he hath fhewn that his Pro-
pitiation for Sin is accepted, our Redemption completed,
and our Sins pardoned.

When, as the Chapter from whence my Text 1s taken
informs us, Sz Peter was by an exprefs Direction fromx
Heaven {ent to convert Correlzus, the Ficft-frait of the Gern-
rales 5 1t was neceffary he fhould inftruct him n this mmpor-

* 1 Cor. xv. 14.
A 2 tant
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tant Truth: Therefore he acquaints him, that 7efis, who
had been put to death by the Malice of the Fews, was raifed
again on the third Day by the Power of God, In order to
perfuade this pious Heathen of the Truth of what he af-
{erted, it would have been highly improper for the Apoftle
to have mentioned as a Proof what might be any way liable
to reafonable Objections. Ide told him, neverthelefs, that
God, after the Relurretion, fhewed bzm openly ; and un-
doubtedly thought it would be no prejudice to. his Affertion:
to add, that thefe Appearances were vouchfafed to chgfer
and proper Witnefles,—to thofe-whom he had appointed to:
preach the Gofpel, and to bear Teftimony to the World that
he was rifen from the Dead.

This then is a Fa&, which ought to be well and {ubftan-
tially proved ; and though we in this Age cannot, like Cor-
ielins, have it from the Mouth of any who {faw Fefies after
he was rifen, yet he who * liveth, and was dead, and is
alive for evermore, hath afforded us fuch full Evidence of
the Truth of his Refurre&ion, .as muft needs convince all
but thofe, who, in 8pite of the cleareft Arguments to the
contrary, are before hand refolved to difpute and cavil, ra-
ther than to believe. -

To fatisfy Men through how unexceptionable a Channel
this Evidence flows, 1 fhall obferve that S#.Adatsbhew and
St. fobn were of the Number of the Fwelve,—of thofe
Apoftles of our I.ord, who conftantly attended on him dur-
ing the Courfe of his Miniftry on Earth,—who were Wit-
nefles of his Preaching,.his Sufferings, his Paflion, his Death
and his Refurre&ion ; and fo were fit and proper Per{ons to
declare thefe Things to the World, and to record them for
the information of Pofterity. |

St. Mark and St. Lutke, though not of the number of the
Twelve, were converfant with thofe who were well ac-

* Rev. 1. 18.
quainted
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quainted with all the Tranfa&ions relating to our Saviour, —
with thofe who were IEye and Ear Witnefles of what hLe did
and fuffered, —with thofe who faw him before his Death,
and converfed with him after his Refurrection. Sz. Marh
was the conftant Attendant of S£ Peter, who could well in-
form him in what belonged to the Hlﬁory of fefus: And
St. Luke was the Companion of St. Pax/, who (though
cialled late to the Apoftlefhip) had yet fufficient Information
from Sz. fames and other of the Apoftles, and was, befides,
inftructed by immediate Infpiration from Heaven.

Thefc tour, then, who penned the Gofpels, could not be
in any want of proper and f{ufhicient Information., They
Iknew what they wrote to be true, and had no Biafs on them
to occafion their {peaking what was not {trictly true, Thec
Faés which they recorded, and the Dolrines which they
taught, rendered them fub]e& to the Ridicule, the Malice,
and the Cruelty of their Enemies; f{o that nothmg but the
Love of Truth could excite them to declare thefe Things
nor could any thing lefs make them perfift i their Afiertions
at the Expence of their Eafe and Quiet, and at the Hazard
of their Lives.

When thefe Gofpels were firft written, in the Infancy of
Chriftianity, they certainly contained in them nothing dif-
ferent from what the Apoitles had before preached ; other-
wife they would have been difowned and rejected by thofe
who had been before inftructed in our Religion: But the
Spirit of God, who preferved thefe facred Penmen from-
Error, moved them to put in Writing what had been be-
fore taught and believed, for the Ufe of the Church in fu-
ture Ages, that the [Faith might be handed down pure and
uncorrupt, and not be fubject to thofe Mixtures and Uncer-
tainties to which Oral Tradition is expofed.

As the jour Gofpels were not indited at one and the fame
time; fo they who wrote after others, inftead of following

the
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the preceding Writers i every Circumitance or every Hi-
ftary, do fometimes omit whole Paflages, at other times re-
late them with the Omiflion of fome Circumitances and the
Addition of others; {fometunes they recount them in the
fame, at other times 1n a different Order. Some are fuller
and more particular; whilit others are more concife, and,
as 1t were, abbreviate what 1s elfewhere recorded more at
large.

Thus, as in other Parts of our Lord’s Hiftory, fo in the
Account of the Reflurre¢tion, though the Writers of the
{everal Gofpels do all relate the fame Event, namely, that
he rofe from the Dead; yet they do not deliver it in the
fame Words, in the fame Order, or with all and every the
fame Circumitances ; and yet their Accounts are all true and
cenuine, and may with fome Care and Pains be well re-
conciled one to the other, and one regular and confiftent
Hiftory of the Falt be formed from them. This hath been
often attempted, but by none with greater Succefs than by a
learned and judicious Gentleman, who hath lately obliged
the World with very valuable ®* Obfervations on this Sub-
ject, to the Joy and Satisfaction of fincere Chriftians, and
the Confufion of impious and unfair Cavillers.

Having thus paved the way by thefe previous Remarks
on the facred Records, from whence we at this Day muit
produce our Evidence for the Proof of this Dolirine: I
{hall now endeavour to eonfirm your Faith and illuftratc
my Text,

I. Firft, by obferving, that after God had raifed Chriff
from the Dead, he fbewed bz opeily.

II. Secondly, I fhall prove that thele Appearances are
abundantly fufficient to convince Mankind of the Truth

and Certainty of Chrz’s Refurrection.

3 Obfervations on the Hliffory and Evidences of the Refurreltion of
?Ly%j Cf_:r;'/t": by; ijic’fff' Zf/?/t] Efq. )
5 I, Thiedly,
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III. Thirdly, I fhall offer {foimne Realons why he did not
appear £o all the People, '_
JV. And laftly, I fhall conclude with an Application
proper to the Occafion of the prefent Solemnity.

I. Firft then, After God had raifed Chri/? from the Dead,
he fhewed him openly.

It muft be laid down as a certain Truth, that Chri/} was
really dead; for without this, there could have been no Re-
furrection. That he actually died will appear from the Se-
verity of his Punifhment, the nailing to the Crofs, and the
piercing with the Spear. The Malice of his Enemies would
be fure not to leave him, till they had feen him dead. His
being * already dead, prevented the Soldiers from breaking
his Bones. Before Pi/ate granted leave to Fofeph of Arima-
thea to take away his Body ®, he took care to be f{atisfied by
the Guard that he had been fome time dcad. HHad he not
been void of Life, Fofeph and Nicodemus would not have
treated him as they did, winding him up in Grave-Cloaths
with Spices, and laying him in a Tomb, the proper Repo-
fitory of a dead Corpfe. And finally, his Death was beyond
all Contradi@ion proved by the Vigilance of his Murderers,
who took care to have the Sepulchre © fecured with a Seal,
and guarded by a Band of Soldiers.

But in vain doth the Wit of Man endeavour to defeat the
determined Purpofe of God. His Flefh was not to fee Cor-
ruption, and Death cculd hold him no longer than the third
Day, when he threw afide the Weeds of the Grave, and

arofe triumphantly into Life.
On the fame glorious Morn, he appeared ° f7/2 to Mary

Muagdalene, and foon after to the other holy Women: They

: John xix. 33.  ® Mark xv. 44, < Mauw. sxvii. 66, ¢ Mar. xvi. 9.
Joh. XX, 14, 155 16, I7. 1
- .
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all acknowledged him for their bleffed Mafter; they con-
verfed with him; and were {ent by him on a Meflage to his
Difciples. Towards the Evening® of the fame Day, he joined
Cleophas and another Dilciple in their way to Emwmiaus,
he difcourfed with them on the Road; he explained to them
the Prophecies relating to his Death and Refurrection; he
Jat down at Meat with them, and was, after fome Recollec-
tion, known unto them. The fame Night he appeared to
b the Apoftles, as they were aflembled at ferufalem ; they
were as yet incredulous, notwith{tanding the Reports which
had been brought them; but he was now pleafed to give
them infallible Proofs of his being their very Lord and Ma-
fter, really alive again from the Dead, by converfing with
them, offering his Body to be handled by them, fhewing
them his Wounds, and eating and drinking in their Sight.

Thefe four {everal Manifeftations the blefled Fe/us vouch-
{afed to his Iele&t Followers on the very Day, on which he
arofe ;—a Day, which, from the notable Event of his Re-
{furreCtion, hath, in its weekly Return, been ever fince ho-
noured by Chriftians with the Name of The Lord’'s Day. St.
Thomas was not ©at that Time with the other Apoftles, and,
when he was told of what had bappened, refufed to believe
that they had feen the Lord; therefore that he, who with
the others was to be a Witnefs of the Refurrection, might
be fully fatisfied in the Truth of it, our Lord was pleafed
on the firft Day of the following Week to fhew himfielf
again to the Apoftlesd, when this Difciple was with them :
He applied himf{elf particularly to bz, and bad him over-
come his Incredulity by that Experiment which himfelf bhad
propofed, of examining the Print of the Wounds with his
Hands and Fingers; fo that S¢. Thomas, being fully con-
vinced, cried out in a holy Rapture, My Lord, and iy God !

s Luke xxiv. 13. Mar. xvi. 12. ® Mar. xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 36. Job.
xx. 19. © John xx. 24. ¢ John xx. 26.
The
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'The next Appearance which the Gofpel hath recorded,
was at the Sea of Galilee or Tiberias*, where his divine
Power was manifefted to Petcr, Thomas, Nathanael, Fares,
and Fobn, with two other Difciples, by a very large Draught
of Fifhes, which they caught by his Dire€tion: And at this
Time he dined with them. |

After this®, be avas feen of above five bundred Brethresn
at once, upon a Mountain in Galilee; and many of thofe
who there faw him were alive when Sz. Pau/ wrote his firft
Epiftle to the Corinthians, Upon the Sight of their Lord,
they failed not here to worfhip him, though fo72¢ had before
doubted of the Trath of his Refurrection,

St. Paul acquaints us, that fome time after, be was fees
of Fames, and then of all the Apofilesc; which laft muft be
underftood of his Appearance on T hur/day the fortieth Day
after his Refurretion 4, when from that Part of the Mount
of Olives which is called Bethany, 1n the Sight of them all,
he afcended info Heaven, where he now fitteth at zhe
right Hand of God.

Thefe are all the Manifeftations of our Lord from his
Refurre&tion to his Afcenfion which are recorded 1n Scrip-
ture. Whether he thewed himfelf during that time oftener
than is here fet down, we have no Authority to determine:
This only is plain from the Gofpels, that after he was rifen
from the Dead, he did not conftantly accompany with his
Apoftles, nor converfe with them with the fame Frequency
and Familiarity as he did before his Crucifixion : Nor was
it neceflary that he fhould, or that he fhould thew him{elf
more frequently than he did: And to give you Satistaction

in this Point, 1 come,
11. Secondly, to prove that thefe Appearances are abund-
* Tohn xxi. 1. b ¢ Cor. xv. 6. Marr. xxviii. 16, <1 -Cor.xv. 7.
4 Mark xvi, r9. Luke xxiv. g0, Adbsi. 9. | L
1. B antly

}
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at:xtliy {fufficient to convince Mankind of the Truth and

Certainty of Chrzff’s Refurrection.
- We have feen who they were to whom our Lord {hewcd

himfelf after his Refurretion; and they muft certainly be
allowed well qualified to be proper Witnefles. Whether he
who had been dead was alive again, was a matter of Fa&:
of which their Senfes were able Judges. One weak Man
might, perhaps, have been prevailed on to take a Decep-
tion for a Reality; but elevenz Perfons together could not
well be fuppofed liable to the like Miftake:—Or, if even
tey could be thus deceived, yet it exceeds Imagination that
fo great a Number as above Five bundred at once, thould all
fancy they faw any one alive again, when he was yet dead.

Had it been recorded that Chrz/f appeared only once after
his Refurre€tion ;— or had he, upon thewing himfielf, im-
mediately difappeared again ; there might have been more
grounds for {ufpecting fome Delufion: “But his maniféfting
bimfelf fo gffen during the Space of jforzry Days, and giving
them Time and Opportunity at each of thefe Appearances
to be thoroughly fatisfied that it was he himfelf, will fully
clear the Affair from any thing of Cheat or Impo{’cure

They knew that he had been dead, and faw that he was
alive : But {fo far were they from being prejudiced in Fa-
vour of his Refurrection, that nothing lefs than the meoft
glaring Proofs, the moft undeniable Evidence of their Senfes,
could bring them to believe 1t, But when they not only faw
him, but talked and converfed with him; when they had
handled him ; when they had examined thofe Marks which
the Spear and the Nails had left upon him ; then, and not
before, their Doubts fubfided, —their Inmeduhty vamfhed —
and they firmly believed, and boldly teftified the Truth and
Certainty of his Refurrection.

The Holy Ghoft likewife confirmed their Tef’clmony,

and bare Witnefs to the Truths which they preached, by
_ im-
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impowering them to {peak with T'ongues which they had
never learned, and to work Miracles, which they confefled
they did in the Name and by the Authority of Fefis who
had been dead, and was now alive again, and liveth for
evermore.

- Thefe Witneffes then were fit and proper ones, and not
the lefs, but the more proper for being before clofen of God,
who knew their Honefty and Simplicity, their Piety and
Integrity, their Difintereftednefs and Attachment to the
Truth ; and therefore thofe Manifeftations which Chriff
made of him{felf to thefe feleéted happy Perfons, were abund-
antly {ufficient to convince Mankind of the Truth of his
Refurretion.

I11. 1 thall proceed now, in the third Place, briefly to offer
fome Reafons, why Cbrz/t did nof appear zo all the People.

Hence Infidelity hath ralfed an Objection againft the Do-
&rine of Chriff's Refurrection : But this will be found to be
a mere Cavil, fince, as we have already {een, they to whom
our Lord appeared after he was rifen, were well qualified
both to know and bear Teftimony to the Truth: And if
they, both in Weight and Number, were {uflicicnt to fup-
port the Evidence of this Fact, then other Witnefles were
not neceffary, and farther Teftimony would be but {uper-
fluous.

Befides, it was unbecoming the Dignity of that Majefty
which Chri/f afflumed after his Refurrection, to thew him-
felf indifferently to all, as he had done before his Death.
He was then in a State of Humiliation, he lived asa Man,
he converfed as a Man, and appeared alike both to his I'riends
and Enemies: But, at his rifing from the Dead, he entered
upon his State of Exaltation; his Body, which before had
been mortal, was now glorious ; the Power of the Divinity
fhone through the Veil of Fleth; and it became unfultab‘l;c

B 2 - to
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to the divine Difpenfation under this Period for Chrif? to
fhew himfelf promifcuouily to all the People. - |

If we examine the Words of the Text moare nearly, we
fhall not find in them what the Objection fuppofes, that
Chrift fhewed himfelf only to his Friends and Followers,
The Apoftle, indeed, faith, he did zoz thew himfelf to #// ¢he
People (nor could he have done this, without either conven-
ing them all into one Place, or travelling during the forty
Days into every City and Village of the Fews) but to cho-
fen Witneffes, even to us, who did eat and drink with bim.
Now if thefe Words were to be taken in their greateft
Strictnefs, the Oppofition would be thus;—not to 2//, but
only 2o us, who did eat and drink with bim,and were, as it
follows in the next Verfe, appointed to preach the Gofpel,
and to teftify that he is rifen. 'This confines the Senfe, be-
yond what S¢. Peter intended, folely to the Apoftles and
Preachers of the Gofpel. But did none elfe fee him in thofe
forty Days? The five bundréed Brethren were probably not
all Preachers, nor did all eat and drink with him, and yet
they {aw him. And even thofe who guarded the Tomb,
and were far from a Sufpicion of being in his Intereft, if
they did not, through the Greatnefs of their Surprize, fee
him alive, yet felt the Earthquake, and faw the Angel, and
miffed the Body, and knew that he was rifen. -

So that the Drift of S7. Peter is not to aflert.that he ap-
peared to none but Believers ; but rather to thew, that there
was no Neceffity, in order to belief, that every one fhould
have feen him with his own Eyes,—or that he fhould
have manifefted himfelf to Cornelzus and his Companions ;
fince it was fufficient that thofe who were before ordained
of God to bear Teftimony to -his Refurre&ion, fhould
themfelves be fully and {enfibly convinced of the Truth
of what they afferted.

'Though the Scripture be filent on this Head, yet it is
pofiible that amongit thofe who faw him, fome might not

before
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before have been his Difciples, till they were convinced; as
Saul the Pharifee afterwards was, by this miraculous Event.

If it be thought reafonable that Chr7/# thould at firft have
appeared to a// without Diftin&ion who were in or about
Terufalem at the Time of his Refurre&ion ; the fame Claim
might with equal Juftice have been laid by every Part of
the World, and by every fingle Perfon in it: And not only
that, but all future Ages might offer the fame Plea for {fuf-
pending their . Belief, until Cbr:# had perfonally appeared
to all Mankind.
~ But if this be highly unreafonable, then it was requifite
that he fhould appear only to a certain Number of Wit-
nefles, on whofe Teftimony all the World is bound to be-
lieve the truth of his Refurretion.

Befides, 1f Chrz/f had appeared in a more publick and
general Manner, 1t would not have been a fuller Proof of
his Refurreltion, which had before all the Evidence that
was neceflary, And then, the cruel Treatment which he
had fuffered from his Enemies, could merit no Favour for
their Convi&tion, Before his Paffion, he tried all proper
ways to reclaim them; he taught them with Mildnefs, or
rebuked them with Sharpnefs, as the Cafe required : But
ftill they turned their Backs upon his Do&trine; and reje&ted
him, He wrought Miracles in their Favour,—-he healed the
Sick,~—he cured the Lame,—he rebuked the Winds and the
Sea, and raifed the Dead; and even all this could not pre-
vail on them to receive him as {ent from God. When there-
fore they were thus hardened 1n their Infidelity, and their
Obftinacy and Wickednefs had rendered them unworthy of
any Favour at his Hands, how could it be expeclted that he
(hould appear to them after his Refurrection? This would
have been to force them irrefiftably to believe ; their Reli-
cion would not then have been founded upon free Choice,

and fuch TIFaith would have had no Virtue or IExcellency in
1 it,
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it, nor have been accounted of any Value in the Sight of
God. - - -

1V, I come now, laftly, to conclude with an Applica-
tion proper to the Occafion of the prefent Solemnity.

The Conne&tion between Faith and good Works is plain
and cvident; a lively Faith always difcovering itfelf in
Deeds of Piety and Humanity : And therefore the Wifdom
of our Anceftors is to be refpeCted, who confecrated this
folemn and joyful Seafon to them both; that whillt we
olory in the Crofs of Chrizff, and triumph in the Faith of
him who is rifen from the Dead, we might fhew our ready
Obedience to his efpecial Command, in promoting the
Caufe of Charity, and let the World fee that we are not
athamed of that peculiar Badge of Chriftianity. And what
Pleafure muft it afford to every good Chriftian, to behold
this honourable Aflembly meeting in the Houfe of God, in
this Age of Infidelity, openly to profefs their Belief in the
Reflurrection,—and, in this Age of Immorality and Selfith-
nefs, to warm their own Hearts and the Hearts of others
towards the noble Work of relieving the Members of
Chrift ¢

If we be rifen with CGhrift*, we mult feek rhofe things
which are above. If we would be Partakers of his Refur-
reCtion, we mulft fet light by the Things of this World ; —
we mull make to ourfelves Friends of the Mammon of Un-
righteoufnnefs®; and by laying up our Treafure in Heaven®,
provide a Pafs-port for ourfelves to thofe everlafting Habi-
tations, where he who Is rifen from the Dead now fitteth
on the right Hand of God : For, without the Grace of Cha-
rity, we are counted dead before God ; and if it were poffi-
ble for us to be pofiefled of all other Virtues, and be defi-
cient herein, the want of this alone would debar us from

= Col, iii. 1. * Luke xvi. 9. ¢ Matt. vi. 19.
Heaven.
1
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Heaven. ‘The Love of our Neighbour muft be joined to,
and proceed from the Love of God ; nor can we pretend to
the latter, unlefs we are pofieffed of the former ; for 2 277hofs
hath this World's Good, and [eeth bis Brother bave need,
and flutteth wp his Bowels of Compaffion from bim, how

dwelleth the Love of God in bhim ¢

Since then to do Good, and to diftribute to the Necefli-
tous, is an indifpenfable Duty, there remains to us nothing
but the Choice of Objects; for whilit all who are in any
kind of Diftrefs folicite our Charity, and the Fund of every
private Perfon is too fcanty to relieve them all, the cood
Man will give with Difcretion, and hufband what he is
able to beftow in fuch a manner as may be moft benchicial
to Mankind in Mifery. When the Alms of many Indivi-
duals are colle&ed into one publick Stock, their Value i3
thereby improved ; and the Influence of them becomes more
extenfive, whilft they are intrufted in fafe Hands, and ma-
naged with Prudence and Oeconomy by thofe whofe only
Aim in difpenfing them is to do Good, and whom Expc-
rience and long Obfervation have taught in what manner
this may beft be done. We can then never want for Op-
portunities of difpofing of our Charity with the utmoit Pro-
priety, fo long as the ancient Hofpztals ot this honourable
City {ubfift; which are calculated {o as to extend their Re-
licf to Objects moft deferving of their Care and beit entitled
to their Compaflion.

To be a Father to the Fatherlefs ;—to {upply the Place
of the indulgent Mother ;—to take the poor helplefs Orphan
under our Care and Protcétion ;—to caver his tender Limbs
with warm and decent Cloathing ;—to fecure him from bad
Company, the infectious Bane of unguarded Youth ;—to
inure him betimes to Induftry, and teach him to fhun ldle-

nefs, the Parent of Vice and Immorality ;—t0 furnifh his in-

* 1 John iii. 17.

L ]
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fant Mind with found Notions of God and Goodnefs ;—to
inftru& him in the Principles of our holy Religion;—to
accuftom him in his early Years to the regular and conftant
Practice of religious Duties ;—to enrich his Underf{tanding
with proper and ufeful Learning ;—to continue this pious
Care as long as Neceflity requires ;—not to forfake him be-
fore he is able to fhift for himfelf;—and then, after con-
fulting his Genius, Capacity, and Inclinations, to place the
Youth in that Condition of Life for which he fcems beit
qualified, and in which, with the Blefling of God on his
honeft Induftry, he may procure a comfortable Subfiftance
for himfielf, and become an ufeful Member of the Comxmon-
wealth: To do thus for great Numbers of Children, who
would otherwife want a decent Maintenance, a Chriftian
Eduacation, and a friendly Hand to ufher them into the
World, and fix them in fcme ufeful Station, muft certainly
be a noble Charity ; and this is the Delign of that Hy/pital
which is diftinguithed by the Name of Ch#»7/#, and, like
that blefled Saviour of Mankind, {aith, = Suffer the little
Children to come unto me, and forbid them not.

That the Publick may be thoroughly fatisfied in the State
of the charitable Foundations of this great Metropolis, there
is printed, 4 True Report of the great Number of poor
Children, and otber poor People, maintained in the feveral
Hofpitals, under the pious Care of the Lord-Mayor, Comn-
monalty, and Gitizens of the City of London, the Year laft
paft. And from thence it appears, that, during that Time,
there have been, _

Children put forth Apprentices, and difcharged out of

Chrift’s Hofpital, 146

Ten awbereof being inflrulled in the Mathematicks and

Navigation, were placed jforth Apprentices to Comi-

manders of Ships.

2 Mark x. 14.
Childrer
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Children buried the Year laf? paft, Five, |
Children new remaining under the Care and Charge of
toe fard Hofpital, which are kept in the Houfe and ar
Nurfe elfewbhere 968
And newly admitted 156
- Amounting in all to e 1124

Another Branch of Charity is, to extend our Relief to the
Sick and the Lame, the Wounded and the Mainied, who
furely are all of them proper Objects of Compafiion, and
as fuch ‘recommend themielves to us in a very forcible
Manner. | i

" 'When Man came hrft out of his Maker’s Hands, his
Soul was ferene and happy, for it was free from Guilt, and
his Body was found and healthy, and attacked by no Dif-
temper : But as {foon as Sin entered into the World, it not
only clouded the Underftanding, and deprived the Soul of
its Peace and Serenity; but likewife overthrew the even
Temperature of the Body, and brought on Mankind thofe
various Difeafes, from which none who partake of our
corrupted Nature have a Right to be exempted : and there-
fore it is incumbent on us all to {ympathize with thofe who
fuffer, and to endeavour as far as we can to eafe and
foften the Sorrows of our Fellow Creatures, and heal thofe
Wounds which the Fall of Man hath inflicted.

- -We are all of us averfe to Pain and Sicknefs, and are
ufually fo anxious in feeking Help for ourfelves, that
even the largeft Expence we can undergo, i1s looked upon
as nothing, whilft it is laid out to procure for us Eafe
and Health. But what muft thofe unhappy Perfons do,
who are at once afHiGed with fome grievous Difeafe and
pinching Poverty,—who perhaps are expofed to all, or many
of thofe Inconveniencies which tend to heighten the Difor-
der and augment their Mifery,—are deftitute of a Friend

to help, or even to pity them,—are without the very
- - C meaneft
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meaneft Accommodations,—have no Houfe where to lay

their wretched Heads, or repofe. their aching Limbs,—and,
at one ‘and the fame Time, are {truggling with Hunger and
Thirft, with Cold and Nakednefs, and the additional Mi-
fery of a diftempered Bedy ? If no Door was open to thefe
unfortunate Creatures,—1f no Relief was afforded them, this
whole City would have the Appearance of a Lazar-houfe,
and every Street would exhibit to our View the moft me-
lanchely and fhocking Scenes that a working Fancy can
imagine, To prevent which, our pious Anceftors ereted
the Ho/pitals of St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas, for the
Entertainment and Relief of the difeafed Poor; and thefe,
from {mall Beginnings, have by the well-judged Liberality
of fucceeding T'imes {o far increafed, that, according to the
Report, there bawve been cured and difcharged from St. Bar-
tholomew’s Hofpztal, the laft Year, of wounded, maimed,
Sick, and difeafed Perfons out of this great City, and other
FPartsof bis Masefly’s Dominions, and foreign Parts, 72245
many of them relieved with Money and other Neceflaries at
their Departure to accommodate them in their Return to
their feveral Habitations. ' :

A particular Charity of Truffes given to 7 4

Buried this Year, after much Charge in their Ilinefs, 316

Remaining -under Cure, at the Charge of the Haf-

| pital, - 88a
. So that there are and bave been under the Care »
of the faid Hofpital, the Xear laft paft, of poor,
Jick, and lame Perfons, defliture of all other
Relief, in all 8494

. Tbere have been cured and difcharged from. St.

‘Thomas’s Hofpizal in Southwark zbis laft Year,

of wounded, maimed, fick, and difeafed Perfons, 6013
Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge

in their Sicknefs, e o 247

Remaining under Cure  — 76 I

Y
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- So that there are and bave been this Year, of poor
“miferable Objells, under the Cure of the faid
Hofpital, in all S S 7021

But of all miferable Obje&s, none are more worthy of
Commuiferation than thofe who are under the Delufion of a
diftempered Brain, and have nothing left to declare them
a Part of our Species but their Shape and their Voice.

When Reafon, the beft Gift which God hath imparted
to Mankind, 1s defaced or impaired, that Guide which wae
defigned to lead us into Truth, and to fill the Mind with
ufeful Knowledge, {o far degenerates from its proper Office,
that it mifleads Men into Error, and blinds their Eyes againft
the moft glaring Light of Truth; the Notions which have
been formerly imbibed, are either obliterated, or unfettled
and difplaced, and oppofite or contradictory Ideas are con-
ne@ed with each other ; fo that from thence the moft ab.
furd Principles are laid down, and ridiculous Conclufions
drawn from them; and on this Plan nothing but the moft
extravagant Refolutions can be formed, and the Aions
which flow from thence will favour of nothing but Wild-
nefs and Brutality,

That muft certainly be a deplorable Situation, which ren-
ders a Man ignorant of himfelf, and of his own real Cha-
racter ;— in which he who is poflfeffed of Honour and
Riches, fhall think himfelf mean and poor, and be in
Dread of Want :—The Beggar thall put on the Authority
and Air of a Monarch :(—Whilft fome {feem to enjoy an
imaginary Felicity, others are caft down to the Depth of
Defpair and Melancholy :—Whilft thofe are raifed and ex-
afperated to the Fury and Rage of a Fiend; thecie are de-.
prefled and funk almoft to the State of Infenfibility. “Such
Variety is there in this Sort of human Mifery '—But I for-

bear to infift any longer on this Topick; fince one fingle
| C 2 | View
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View of the Cells of Bethlebemn will make you more deeply
fenfible of this Diltrefs, and of the Ufefulnefs of this Hofpi-

tal, than any thing I can {ay; and, according to the Repors,
there have been admitted into the Hofpital of Bethlehem

this laff Year, difiraiied Men and VWWomen Ic4.
Cured of their Lunacy, and diftharged thence the
Jaid Year — 110
Diftraéted Perfons buried the laft Year 35
Now remaining under CGure ——eeoe 254

AAnd qf Incurables 05

When the Objeéts before named are provided for, the
charitable Man will ftill find others who are entitled to his
Care ; his tender Heart will grieve to fee human Nature
difgraced by thofe who fitroll about the Streets, and have
no other Means of procuring themfelves a wretched Sub-
fiftence, than by the bale Methods of pilfering or De-
bauchery. 'The only way of doing good to thefe, who

are unwilling to do good to themfielves, is, by proper Se-
verities to oblige them to earn their own Maintenance, and

by wholfome Correction to prevail on them to be chafte,
honeft, and indufirious: And, with this View, there have

been

Received this laft Year into the Hofpitral of Bride-
well, Vagrants and other indigent and miferable
People, all which bave bhad Phyfick, and fuch
other Relief, at the Charge of the faid Hofpital,
as-their Neceflities require 378

And befides this, to prevent Youth from being by Idle-
nefs {feduced into Vice, there are eighty Apprentices in the
Jaid Hofpital, brought up in divers Arts and Trades.

Thefe are the charitable Foundations which adorn and
blefs your City : Thefe are the Corbans always open to re-

celve.
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cetve your Alms: And they each of them crave your Af-
fiftance on this Account efpecially, becaufe the fixed Re-
venue of the refpeltive Houlfes are not fufficient to defray
the conftant annual Charges of thefe extenfive Charities ;—.
much lefs to enlarge them farther, which nothing prevents
but the want of mmore Benefactions. And much Need there
certainly 1s of fuch Enlargement: For it 1s too plainly dif-
cernible that Vice increafeth together with the Number of
our Inhabitants ; and Mifery, which ever follows clofe at
the EHeels of Sloth and Debauchery, 1s more frequently to be
met with, and pleads carneftly for Relief. How are our
Eyes daily offended with the Sight of meagre and pallid
Wretches who crowd our Streets, and make our Walks un-
pleafant? How are our Ears pierced with the mournful,
trembling Voices, the Sighs and Groans of complaining
Mortals P If their Complaints are feigned, it would be a
clorious Exertion of Power to detet and punith thofe
wicked Cheats, who thus divert the Charity of well-dif-
pofed Perfons from i1ts proper Channel; and who ufually
{pend what is given for their Relief on pernicious Liquors,
which render them fit for the moft daring Attempts, and
endanger all who come in their way. But if their Miferies
are real, it were Pity but the Doors of our Hofpitals could
open wide enough to receive them all.

And here I cannot forbear reminding you of fome, for
whom but a very fcanty Provifion 1s as yet made; and
giving a EXint which may well deferve the Attention of the
Publick, and the Regard of the Charitable and Munificent:
They whom I have in my View are the unbappy Incura-
bles,—unhappy, in that they are either judged incapable
of Admittance into your Hofpitals; or elfe the Houfe
which receives them, after fome unfuccefsful Efforts, is
by its Conflitution obliged, though with Grief and Re-

lu@ancy, to difmifs them, that they may not fill u];) lthf-_‘f
ace
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Place of others on whom they are in Hopes of working
a Cure: And how deplorable is the Condition of thofc
unfortunate People, when abandoned to the wide World,
loaded both with Poverty, and a wafting or painful Di-
{ftemper which admits no Cure ?

But this I leave to your more mature and leifurely Con-
{ideration, and haften to conclude. -

You have heard the Evidence of the Refurre&ion of our
blefled Saviour, for the Confirmation of your Faith; and have
been direCted to feveral Particulars in which you may com-
mendably exercife your Love to your Fellow Creatures : And
the Ufc to be made of this, 1s, to determine to do all the
Good to the Souls and Bodies of Mankind that your Cir-
cumftances in Life will admit of; and firmly to believe
that grand Article of our holy Religion, which we at
¢hiis Scafon folemnly commemorate; not permitting any
minute and trifling Objeltions etther to thake your Faith,
or prevent your Charity, And may Almighty God give
us all Grace thus to refolve, and endue us with Strength
and Power to lkeep thefe Refolutions; that being fedfaf?
in the Faith, adding to our Faith Virfue, and being rooted
and grounded :n Love*, we may pleafe him in this Life,
and in the next be rewarded by him with eternal Hap-
pinefs, through thc Merits of him who died for our Sins
and rofe again for our Juftification, even Yfefus Chrif?, our
only Mediator and Redeemer ; to whom, with the Father
and the Holy Ghoft, Three Perfons, One God, be afcribed,
as is moft due, all Honour, Praife, and Adoration, now

and for ever. Amen.

2 x Pet. v.9. 2 Per.i. 5. Eph.iii. 17,

F I N I &



B OOKS publifbed by the Rev. Mr. Yardley, Archdeacon
of Cardigan, and are to be fold by B. Dod ar the Bible
and Key 1z Ave-Mary Lane, near Stationers Hall.

1. H E Rational Communicant: Or a Pra&ical Ex-
pofition on the Communion Service ; in four Ser-
mons. ‘Yo which is annexed, an Euchariftical Office.
2. The Genealogies of Fefus Chrif?, critically examined,
explained, defended, and reconciled.
3. A Sermon before the Sons of the Clergy, April 16,
¥74. 1.

71‘. Two Sermons; on the Faft, December 18, 1745, and
on the Thankfgiving for the Suppreﬂion of the Rebellion,
Oftober g, 1746.

5. A Sermon before the Governors of the Middlefex
Hofpital for Sick and Lame, and Lying-in Married WO-.

men, March 7, ¥748-q.



