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WWords, in this adulterous and finful Generation, of
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M A R K VIIIL 33.

Wbhofoever thevefore fball be
albamed of me, and of mny
Wovds, mn this adulterous
and finful Generation, of him
alfo [ball the Son of Man be
afbamed, when be cometh
the Glovyof bis Father,wth
the boly Angels.

T HIS is a very folemn De-

=\ claration, and it highly
3%/, concerns us all to inquire
e~ into the full Meaning and

WaaTt it is to be afbaw’d of any
Perfon, or Thing, we all know very
well ; and the common Accepfation of
of the Ward agrees with the original
Word in my Text, with the Ufe of itIn
other paralel Places, and with the then

B State
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State of -Chrift and bhis Religion. ‘The
Meannefs of our Blefled Lord’s Birth and
Education and Circumitances made his
Charatter contemptible to the Fews, who
expected a magnificent and powerful
Prince ; and the Simplicity of his Doctrine
and the Plainnefs of - his' Manner of In-
{tru&ion rendered his Re/igion equally con-
temptible to the proud Philofophers and
{tornful Wits, who had been accuftomed
to refined Syftems and elaborate Compofi-
tions, fet off with all the Charms of Elo-
quence and Language : So much Reafon
was there for cautioning his Difciples
againft. being athamed of him and his
Words when they were both held in
fuch general Contempt.

But the Chriftian Religion brought
~upon it’s Profeflors not only Diigrace
and Ridicule but the moft inveterate
" Malice and the cruelleft: Perfecutions, as
it oppoled the religious. Rites and  Opi-.
nions to which both ffews and Heathens
were bigotted, and reftrained the unruly
Appetites of Human Nature. This fub-
jected the Difciples of Cbr7ff to the Dan-
ger of renouncing a Religion that: ex-
poled them to conftant Sufferings; and:
therefore we find the Declaration of my

Text vanied 1n St Matth, ch. x. v. 32.
There
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There it is exprefled in general Terms,
witheut intimating any particular Mo-
tive ; Whofoever {hall confefs me, and
whofoever {hall deny me ; whether they
denied him, or refufed to confefs him,
through Shame, through Feir, or any
other indiret Reafon. To the {ame Ef-
fect St Paul ipeaks in his fecond Epiitle
to Tzm. ch. ii. v, 12. And the full Mean-

ing of thefe Paflages can be no lefs than
this: - -

. WaosoeEVER thall beinduced, for the
¢« Sake of avoiding the Shame and Perfe-
¢ cuuions or any temporal Inconveni-
““ encies attending it, to renounce his
““ Chriftian Faith, or difcouraged from
¢« profefling and maintaining it, our Blef-
“ fed Lord, at his fecond Coming to
¢ judge the World, will not acknow-
¢ ledge him for a true Difciple, but will
¢ appoimnt him his Portion with the
¢« Unbelievers ; but whofoever fhall {tea-
““ dily perfevere in the public Profef-
“ fion of his Religion, he would. pub-
“ lickly before the Angels receive him
¢« as his faithful Servant, and make him

““ a Sharer of his Glory in the Kingdom
¢ of Heaven ”,

B 2 - LzT
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LeT us then enquire how far we are
concerned in this Sentence,

Tur Words were fpoken to an adul-
terous and finful Generation ; and, I wifh
to God, it had no Refemblance with the
prefent. 'We are not, indeed, like the
Fews, bigotted to any antient Rites of
Religion, for many of us rejeét all religi-
ous Worlhip as fuperfiitious. We are not,
like the idolatrous Heatbens, paying Ado-
ration to the Work of Mens Hands, for
many of us openly deny the frue God
that made Heaven and Earth, and all
'Things that are therein.  Chriftianity,
God be praifed, is notas it then was, un-
der Perfecution, but eftablithed by the
Civil Power, and guarded by it’s Nurfing
Father ; and we have the Royal Word
of a Prince fteady to his Purpofes and
jealous of his Honour, That our Eftablifh-
ment f{hall always have his Protection ;
but, Infidelity, notwithftanding, has {pread
it felf through almoift all Orders and
Ranks of Men, from f{tately Palaces to
the loweft Mechanic ; and the Chrzftian
Advocates are ftill perfecuted, though not
with the Sword and other Inftruments
of Death, yet with the poifoned Arrows
of bitter Tongues and Pens ; if not di-

{poiled
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{poiled of their Houfes and Goods, yet
oreatly difcouraged. If the prefent Set of
Unbelievers have not fo much Power as
their Predeceflors in the more early T'imes
of Chriftianity, they make a diligent Ufe
of what they have, and bid fair for more.
If they have lefs Learning and lefs Wit,
they have an abundant Supply of Malice
and Confidence. Under thefe usthappy
Circumftances, under thefe {trong Temp-
tations to be athamed of our Religion,
or afraid to defend it, I thall endeavour,
with great Plainnefs and Sincerity, to
thew when we may be faid to beathamed
of Chrift and bis Words. For this Pur-
pofe I fhall enquire,

I. To whom the Declaration in my
Text was made, and how far

Chriftians in general are concerned
in It.

II. WraaAT 15 ‘implied under thofe .
" Terms, GChriff and his Words.

III. PoinT out the principal Ways by

which we may be afhamed of tl}emf

Tue Declaration in my Text was
made (as we read in St Luke, ch. ix.
v, 1.) when Chrift called the twelve
: | Apoftles,
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Apoftles, and fent them to preach the
Gofpel ; and therefore the Clergy, the
Succeflors of thofe firft Chriftian Preach-
ers, are the Perfons more immediately
concerned, as having a fpecial Commii-
{fion, and bemg under a particular Obli-
gation, publickly to propagate the Reli-
gion of their Mafter ; and woe to them,
better were it for them if they had never
been born, if zhey be athamed or afraid to
preach the Gofpel ; if, for filthy Lucre,
they make Merchandlfe of the Word of
God. ----- But though Chrift {pake pri-
marily to the Apoftles, and under their
Characer to all fucceeding Minifters of
his Word, his Difcourfe was directed
alfo to 4/l his D1fc1ples and does ftill
affet every one who beheves the Chrifti-
an Religion. If we turn to the 23d Verfe
of this Chapter, introdu@ory to the De-
claration, he (there) f{aid to them All,
If any Man will come after me, let bim
deny bimfelf, &c. He faid this, not on-
ly to his Apoftles, who are often by Way
of Emphaﬁs ftiled his Difciples, but to
the whole Multitude of his Followers ;
as we find 1t explained 1n the viiith of
St. Matth. v. 24.  And when be bad called
the. People. unto bim awith bis Diiciples
atfo (i. e. .Ins Apoftles) be faid unto them,

&'e. And then, at the la{’c Verfe follows
the
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the Declaration it felf, #hofoever f[hall
be ﬂﬂlﬂfﬂed), &

By T if there were no exprefs pre-
cept; for it, the very Nature of the Thing
implies it. When we are 1nitiated into
the Chriftian Religion, we {olemnly de-
vate ‘ourfelves.to- the Service of our Maf-
ter; and as faithful Servants we. are
bound to promote, in every pofiible In-
ftance, his Intereft and Honour. It is
our Duty as Difciples to propagate the
Belief of his Doétrines, and Obedience
to_ his Precepts and Inftitutions. This.
1s- a: Duty that has it's Foundation in
Common Reafon, and. the San&ion of
the Common Praétice of Mankind to
copfirm_ 1it, For what earzbly Mafter
would: think him a good and faithful
Servant, who could be unconcern’d whe-
ther his fellow Servants. were dutiful and.
refpe€tful ; -or if he did not ufe his ut-
moft-Endeavours to- make . them {o? And
furely- we cannot imagine that we owe
lefs than this to Chriff, whofe: Servants.
we:are: by the doubie- Right-of Greatiorn-
and: Redemprion ; who purchafed us at {o
great a Price ; whorefcued us from fogreat.
a Slavery; and whofe Commands are all
mtended; not- like thofe of earthly Maf-
ters, for his own. Benefit, but. for the:

- Happi-
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Happinefs of us his Servants. His Au-
zhority gives him a Right to this Inftance
of our Obedience ; and the gracious Zen-
dency of Chriftianity binds it upon us
by the generous Ties ef Gratitude and
Aftetion. )

- Bu T Iam afraid, the miftaken No-
tion of the comparative Duties of Clergy
and La:ity leads many well-meaning Peo-
ple into a thameful Indolence and Indif-
terency, in Refpet to the State of Re-
ligion among us... There being a particu-
lar Order of Men appointed to officiate in
the Ordinances, and to téach the Doc-
trines and Duties of Religion, -they in-
fer, very inconclufively, that it is no Bu-
finefs of #beirs to concern themfielves a-
bout Religious Matters, any farther than
what immediately relates to themfelves ;
that if they do but take Care of their
owrn Faith and Morals, they are not an-
{werable for the Faith and Morals of o-
tpers. It Infidelity and Irreligion do really
make fuch a Progrefs in the Nation, they
are very {orry for it, but it does not be-
long to them to intermeddle in the Pro-
vince of the Clergy.

- T'mis is a very grievous Error, and
the Fallacy lies here, w7z, ~ In not dif~
' ) tmgulfh-
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tinguifthing between thofe - Things which
are the peculiar Bufinefs of the Mi-
‘nifters of the Gofpel, exclufively of others,
and fuch as lie in common among all
Chriftians,. The Dutics of public In-
ftru&ion in the Church ; the Adminif-
tration of the Sacraments; the Offer-
ing up the Prayers of the People to God;
the Admiffion of Members into the
Chriftian Society, and the Execution of
purely {piritual Cenfures upon difor-
-derly Members ; thefe Offices are appro-
priated to the Prieffhood ; and yet thefe
being Aéts of Authority, and confidered
as Matters of Priviiege, {fome of the
-Larty are willing enough to take their
Share of them, and to eaie the Clergy of
Part of their Burthen. ~But as to the
Trouble and Expence and Danger of
fupporting and encouraging the Intereft
of Chriftianity in their {everal Stations,
-they are moft of them ready to refign the
Honour f{olely to thofe who are {eparated,
as they think, for fuch Purpofes. But
this is the common Concern of every
Chriftian, and belongs equally to Clergy
and Lazty. It is in the Church as it is
in the Stafe. There are Othcers Crvzf
and Military, who have their particular
Provinces ; but will it follow from hence,

That no private Perfons in the King-
| C dom

»
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dom are obliged to do any Thing to-
wards the Support of the Government
and the Public. Welfare ? There are ma-
ny Ways by which we may ferve our
King and Country without a Poft of
Authority.  Is his Majefty’s Title to the
Crown called in Queftion ? We are all
of us at Liberty, and are all under an
_Obligation, as far as we can, to de-
fend it, though we be not of his Courn-
cil.  Are there any Infurretions or fedi-
tious Commotions that threaten the Pub-
‘lic Peace ? Private Perfons may be very
helpful, by their Wifdom, by their Po-
pularity, by the Influence of their E-
“ftates, in {upprefling them ; and they are
as much obliged to give their Affiftance,
as if they were i1n the Commiffion of
the Peace, or had the Command of a
Regiment. Our Oaths of Allegiance,
and the Laws of Society require it from
us. And thus it 1s in the Church. The
Clergy are the Officers in this Religious
Society, appointed, not, as it 1s now pub-
lickly maintained, by the Civi/ Power,
but by Chriff, their King and Head ; and
all public, mizuifferial A&s .belong to
them, and them on/y. But what then ?
Private Chriftlans may have various Op-
portunities of promoting the Chriftian
Falth without getting into the Pulpit,

and
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and the Honour of their Mafter without
waiting at his Altar : And every Chrifti-
an is bound, by his Baptifmal Covenant,
‘to do all that his Station and Abilities
. will permit him to do. 'What Opportu-
nities are in every One’s Power, I fhall
enquire prefently ; but I muit firft cor-
. re€t a very common and dangerous Error
sconcerning  Chriffzanity, by enquiring
‘what is implied under thofe T'erms,

Chrift and bis Words.

CHRi1sTIANITY 1s the Religion of
Chriff. And what do we mean by the
‘Religion of Chriff, or the Chriftian Re-
ligion ? The very Term implies fome-
~thing peculiar to it, which diftinguifbes
1t from others. Suppofe we thould fay,
'The -Religion of Mahomet, we muft be
‘underftood to mean a Religion different
1n {fome Refpects, from otherReligions, or
clfe 1t might be called the Religion of any
Bodyelfe as well as of Mahbomet. If it be
‘denominated Ais Religion, onlybecaufe be
‘profefled and preached it, Thoufands,
:Millions have done the fame. But it
- takes 1t’s Denomination from him, for-
ailmuch as be was the Author of it : And
“therefore thofe particular Dogmata, thofe
particular Precepts, and Rifes, which he.
~firft taught and enjoined are what pro-

C 2 perly,
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perly, by Way of Diffinétion from others,
conftitute the Mabomeian Religion ; and
no Man 'was ever called a quamenﬁz,
on Account of thofe Opinions which
he held, or of thofe Religious Cuitoms -
which he obferved, in common with the
reft of the World, but: for thofe which
were peculiar to Mabamez‘. Thus the di-
ftinguithing Parts of the Chriflian Re-
ligion are thofe Dodltrines which TFefus
Chrift fir{lt publithed to the World; thofe
myﬁenoua and unfathomable Truths
which the Son of God, the only Be-
gotten of the Father, who only had feen
him and was '1nt1mately acquainted with
his Natureand Will, came down amongft
us, Incarnate, to reveal tous; and thofe
]}ﬁzmz‘zom which he commanded us to
obferve in order to fhew our felves his
Followers, in Oppofition to fews and
Heathens : And, therctore, 1f we believe
only thofe Truths which were com-
mon Articles of the few:/b and Heathen
Creeds, {fuch as the Beliet of a God, a
Providence, and a Future State ; if we
practife only thofe Duties of Morality
which are evidently founded in the Na-
ture of - Things and agreeable to the
common Reafon of Mankind, but re-
rejeCt thofe Ordinances which were ap-
pointed oxly by Cbr i/, and have no-

thing
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thing elfe but his fole Authority to in-
force their Obfervance ; we may, if we
pleafe, call our felves Chriftians, and our
Religion, in the fafhionable Languagé of
the Times, Chriftianityin if's Native Sim-
plicity, but we have thrown every Thing
out of it that is properly Chriftian, and
are afhamed of his Words.

- NerTHeR 1s it {ufficient to believe in
the Perfon, unlefs we admit alfo the pro-
per Charaller of Chriff. If we only
think that at fuch a Time the Divine
Providence raifed up fuch a Great and
Good Man as Ffefus of Nazareth to
preach Myralizy to a degenerate World,
we put him upon a Level with the anti~
ent Moral Philofophers and Teachers ;
and we are no better Chriffians than the
Turks, who believe him to be fuch-a Pro-
phet, and pay more Refpect to his Memory
than many of us do. But we muft be=
lieve that he was the Meffiah, the Chrif,
the Anointed of God ; typified and fore-
told many Agesbeforehe came.; thathe
came with a drvine Commzffion attefted
by M:racles ; and that what he delivered
was the Word of God, not of a mere
Man. We muit farther acknowledge
him under the Chara&er of a Saviour,
or Redecmer, who offered up himfelf asa

Sacrifice
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Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; of
which great Sacrifice, all the Sacrifices
under the Law were only Typical, and
. to which they owed all their Efficacy.,
The Notion of a Redeemer and a Sacri-
Jfice is the grand Article of our Faith, the
Foundation upon which both the Fewz/h
and Chriftzan Religion are built: and
therefore if we deny #Dbis Part of the .
Charatter of Chrzff, we deny bim; we
deny the whole Oeconomy of our Religion’,
and deftroy both Teftaments at once.

Having, endeavour’d to make appear
to whom the Declaration in my Text
was made; and to fettle the meaning

of it ; what it is to be afban’d of Chrift,
and What 1s implied under thofe Terms

Chriff and bis Words, 1 proceed.

IH. To fhew the principal Ways by
which we may be afham’d of them;
or in other Words, how far it is in the
Power of every Chrnitian, to promote

the Truth and Credit of Chriftianity.

I. Ax p it is incumbent on us all to 2/~

Jert and fvmdzcczz‘e the Truth of Chrif-
tianity.

{ e
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I o not mean that every Chriftian
is bound to defend Chriftianity againft

‘the Subtilties of artful Infidels, This

is an utter Impoflibility. Many - Per-

{ons are not capable of underftanding
{uch Points, or of attending to them.
Others. of more Leifure Knowledge and
‘Underftanding may want a Quicknefs
-and Sagacity to detect Sophriftry, or in-

deed to maintain a regular Difputation

even in a far Way of Arguing. Ma-
ny more, of an excellent Underftand-

ing and a diftinguifhing GeniuS, may
yet want a Prefence of Mind, on {ud-

den Occafions, or Temper in perfonal

- Difputes; without which the ableft Dif-

putant may be confounded by the moft
fuperficial Caviller ; and where Perfons
are juftly confcious of any {fuch Defeds,

1t 1s better not to attempt a Defence,

than to make a weak One that may

betray the Caufe, and expofe the Ad-
.vocate. But fuch as have Leifure to read

and a Capacity to underftand the Points

-in Difpute between us and the Infidels,

who have the requifite Qualifications for
Compofition,or perfonal Argumentation, it
i1s their Indifpenfable Duty, whether theybe
in Hol y Orders,or not, to ftop the Mouths
of Gain-fayers, by fhewing the Grounds
of their Faith, and obviating Objeétions.

‘The
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The iergy and Lasty are equally ob-
lig’d to defend their Religion, - whether
by Writing or Converfation, provided
they have equal Ability; and thisI am
not atham’d to own; that many Lay-
Gentlemen may do it to greater Advan-
tage, 1n fome Refpelts, than moft Clergy-
7€ ; they will be better heard, as being
generally in better C1rcumf’cances and
not fufpeted of Self- Intereff in the Argu-'
ment : And I muit think it a great Re-
flettion on them, that when ‘there are
{fo many of them Perfons of Literature
and great Endowments, none of them
thould think their Religion worthy the
Application of their Parts and Learn-
ing in a public Defence of ‘it. It has
been otherwife in former Times, when
not only Gentlemen of Leifure, but in
the moft Bufy Scenes of Life, in the
Higheft Offices in the State, and of the
firft Character for Wit and Politenefs,
did not think the Caufe of God and Rel:-
gion unworthy their Pains, or 1nconﬁf
tent with their Reputation; but at pre
fent, I profefs, I cannot recolle&t one
in the three Kingdoms who appears o-
penly amongthe Advocates for Chriftia-
nity, at a I'ime when it is attack’d on
all Sides. What can be faid in their
Excufe? If they be fincere in the Belief,
.t they



[ 17 ]

they have an equal Intereft in the Truth
of 'it, and are egually concern’d to de-
fend it: and their Silence is the more
inexcifable, -forafmuch as they are more
independent, than Clesgymen, as to their
Fortune. - A Clergyman in this Age is
likely to forfeit his Character, and ruin his
Intereft, with too many Patrons, by de-
fending the eftablifh’d Doctrines and
Worfhip, but a Lay-Gentlernan has little
to fear befides the idle Jeft of the Witty,
and the as idle Contempt of the Scorn-
ful. .And as for the Clergy, or any others
who may be liable to {uffer any real Lofs,
let them remember that their Lofs will
be their greateft Gain, astheir Shame will
be their - greateft Glory.

How did. the primitive Apologifts be-
have themfelves in much more trying
Times ? They. appeared, as they were
commanded by their Malfter, "before Ma-
giftrates, before Courts of Judicature,
before the Princes and Powers of the
World. They were refpectfunl, indeed,
‘to Authority, becaufe 1t was the Autho-
rity of God, but they held no Man’s
Perfon - in. fuch Admiration, no Man’s
Ofhice in {fuch Efteem, no Man’s Power
in {uch: Drecad, as to make him a Com-

1D pliment
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pliment of their Fdith.  As long a8 they
were permitted to {peak, they defended
it ; when they were filenced, they died
for it. ' -

BuT the Generality of Chriftians aré
not fo  much concerned in the Defence,
as in the Profeffion of Chriftianity. Such
as have not a Capacity to argwe for it
may yet have the honeft Zeal to affers
78’s Truth, by exprefling their Abhorrence
of Infidel Converfation, or Writings ;
and not to afiert it, upon every proper
Occafion, is to difowrn it. 1f Chriftians
in General would agree thus openly to
‘declare their Faith, it would contribute
greatly to it’s Support.. Infidels would
be oblig'd, 1n their own Detfence, to {culk
1n Corners, and conceal in fecret what
they now dare proclaim openly on the
‘Houfe Top; and Belzevers would #4ni-
‘mate one another. As Iron fbarpeneth
Tron, f6 doth the Countenance of a Man
‘bis Friend, It was the forwardnefs of the
Firft Chriftians to bear open Teftimony
‘to their Belief, which kept up. each o-
‘thers Zeal; and help’d to {pread ‘Chriftia-
'nity, by convincing others of their Since-
nty, and of the Strength of that Evi-
“dence whichcould work fo forcible a Con-

viction :
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viction : And the fame forward Zeal
‘among us, in Proportion to the Degree
of it, would produce the like Effect.
Every one by this Means would warm
his Friend, and the Flame, like a ma-
terial Fire, communicate it felf through
the whole Neighbourhood : and when
Perfons eminent for Probity and Un-
derftanding, and exalted to an high Sta-
tion in Church or State, exert themielves
vigoroufly, like the Sun in the Firma-
ment, they give Light and Heat to the
whole Kingdom at once. But when.
Chriftians fee each other fo cold and
lifelefs, {o unconcerned for the Honour
of Chriftianity and it’s Divine Author;
filent, when an haughty Scorner blaf~
phemes our Saviour, and ridicules his
Religion; nay, perhaps, giving a Smile
‘of Approbation, if not meanly joining
with him out of Complaifance or Inte-
reft ; what Interpretation will our Ene-
mies put on fuch a Condu&t ? No doubt
they will conclude, that we do not be-
lieve our Religion. How, indeed, can
they do otherwife, when we dare not,
in 1t's Vindication, ftand the Difgrace of
a rude Refle&tion, fuffer a trifling Incon-
. veniency, or forego a temporal Advan-
tage. Is this the Religion, for which

- | D 2 {uch
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{fuch a noble Army of Martyrs witnefled
a good Confeffion, by bearing the moft
thameful Indignides, by {uffering the
Lofs of all Things, and enduring the
moit exquifite Tortures ; not accepting
Deliverance, that they might obtain a
better Refurre&ion. What can be the
Reafon of #heir having {o much Zeal,
while we have none at all 7 Have not
we the fame Arguments for the Truth
of Chriftianity. Is not Chriftianity fhill
the fame moft excellent Religion, con-
taining the fame f{ublime aud comfort-
able Truths, which Holy Men of Old
would have rejoiced to know, which the
very Angels themf{elves defire, but defire
in vain, to look into? Have not we the
fame Hopes, the fame glorious Promifes
which animated them? Yes; we have.
But our Convi¢tion 1s not {o {trong,
becaufe we {eldom enquire attentively
into the Evidence for the Truth of it ;
feldom meditate on it’s Excellency and
Rewards. We are neither {o frequent,
nor {o fervent at the Throne of Grace,
for the Influences of the Holy Spirit.
We are too fenfual and wordly-minded
to be much affe¢ted by Religrous Motives
and future Expe&ations. As Chriftzans,
we profefs that oxr Treafure is in anotber

World,
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World, and yet our Hearts are rivetted
to the FEarth. We are Candidates for
Eternity ;° I {ay, for an Eternity ; We
have endlefs Ages of 1ineffable, inconceiv-
able Happinefs or Mifeiy before us, and
yet our whole Concern is for the fhort
‘uncertain Period of human Life. Strange
Condudt, this, for Rational Creatures !

INDULGE me a Word or two more,
and I fhall draw to a Conclufion.

WE are then athamed of Chriff and bis
Word,whenwe have notRefolution enough
to thun the Converfation and Acquain-
tance of fuch as are Enemies to them.
I do not fay that we ought never to
come into their Company, becaufe the
common Irnitercourfe of Life may fome-
times make it neceflary to have Dealings
with them ; and {fometimes we may cha-
ritably feek Occafions of Converfing with
them, in Hopes of 'Convincing, or Con-
futing them; but I {peak of unnecef-
Aary Friendfhips, Familiarities, and Civi-
l1t1es, In the Way of Acquaintance with
determined Infidels and Scoffers ; thefe
are abfolutely forbidden in Scripture ;
where we are commanded to mark fich
gnd avoid them ; to have no Fellowfhip

wWith
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aqpith -thewr 5 nof to receive them into our
Houfes 5 not to eat with them, nor fo much
as to bid them God [peed; i. e. not to
give them the cuftomary Forms of re-
ipectful Salution. --- If this Doctrine be
thought too rigid, the Apoftle muft an-
{wer for it 3 for he has delivered it in the

'pl_aineﬂ: Terms.

But thefe- Inhibitions are not only
Apoftolical, but agreeable to the natural
Sentiments and the common Practice
.of Mankind. Give me Leave to alk
you, What his Mgjefly would think of
any Subjet who thaould affociate unne-
ceffarily with his Enemies, give and re-
ceive friendly Vifits, enter into Intima-
ciecs, and beftow Marks of Favour on
them ? Would he efteem him fincerely
affeted to his Perfon and Government ?
I trow not. What would a prime
Minifter think of a Courtier in the like
Cafec? Would he think him a Friend
to his Adminiftration, or truft him ? No.
~What {fhould any of us think of ou» Re-
lations or Dependents, ‘if #bey fhould be-
have in the fame refpectful and kind
Manner to thofe who are labouring to
depretiate our Charadter and ruin our
Intereft 7 I need not tell you. Ap};}y

tnis
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this reafonable Way of Thinking and
A&ing in common Life to our Regard
for Chrift and bis Words. Can 1 have ‘4
fincere Efteem and Afteétion for bim
‘while I complement and ferve his Blaf-
phemers and Revilers ¢ Can I receive any
Man into my Bofomz as my Eriend who
is an Enemy to my God that made me,
and preferves me ; an Enemy to my
dear Redeerner who died for me? Blef-
fed Fefie ! Can.I have a due Veneration
for a Religion by which I hope to. be
eternally faved, and-yet encourage, and
- by my Encouragement affift it’s Oppo-
fers, and enable them the more effe¢tu-
ally to deftroy it ? Impofiible. Common
Senfe forbids it. - |

I Bec pardon . for {peaking  with
{fo much Warmth, but who can {peak
of fuch an abfurd and umpious Pra-
tice, and {peak with Temper ? The in-~
difcriminate Mahner of converfing with
the known Enemies of Chriftianity, is
a Difhonour to Chrzff, a Difgrace to our
Country, a Reproach to our Underftand-
ing, and muft be the Ruin of our-Re-

Lﬂ/} é 3‘&
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Lqﬁly We are afhamed of C/mﬁ and
bis Words, if we are afhamed to.counte-
nancé and fupport ‘Govd Chriftians, or
not -forward to- promote every Under-
taking that is likely: to ferve the Intereft of
Chriftianity. The Infidels dre never want-
ing' to their Caufe. They - take -Counfel
" together "againft the IL.ord, and againﬂ:
his C’brz/} and if we were as much in
earneft in the Service of our ‘Saviour
as we ufually are in our worldly and po-
litical Schemes, we fhould be as ready
to confult together,xand unite In con-
certed- Meafures for his Defence. . The
Inﬁdels not-only join Hand in. Hand to
write Wicked Books, but Purfé to Purfe
to circuiate them ; and if our Zeal were
equal to theirs, or in any Degree pro-
portioned to the Excellency ‘of our
Caufe, we thould not think any. La-
bour " or Expence within our Power,
“too great in carrying it on. ‘The Ixn-
Sfidels, Poor Wretches! have only the
diabolical Satisfaction (if it may be called
a SatistaCtion) of doing Mifchief, but we,
if we act upon a true Chriftian Prln-
ciple, may have the Godlike Pleafure
of doing the grecateft Good, and the
Comfort of expeéting the greateﬂ: Re-

ward
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ward we.are capable of. If Infidels com-
pafs Sea and Land to make Profelites
to thelr gloomy and pernicious Scheme,
what - Pains fhall not we take ? With
what joyful "Expeltations fhall <we La-
bour, to ferve the moft bountiful Ma-

fter, and to promote the moft excellent
Defign ? |

But 1if our Minds be too mean
and fordid to be influenced by thefe
generous [Motives, . my Text has de-
nounced the Terrors of the Lord to
periwade us. The Son of Man fhall'fo
come n like Manner as he went up
into Heaven. As he afcended {o fhall he
alfo.defcend, making the Clouds his Cha-
riot, and an innumerable Hoft of Angels
his Attendants. If the Retinue of an
earthly Magiftrate, and the Solemnity
of his Tribunal be fo dreadful to the
guilty Prifoner, {fo very awful even to the
imnnocent Spectator,. I want Words to de-
{cribe ; 1 want Imagination to conceive;
and, if I could conceive it, I fhould want
Strength to bear the Thoughts of the
Tremendous Pomp of the Grea T
JuDGE of Quick and Dead, fitting on

~ his Throne of Judgment, arrayed with
all the Splendour and Majefty of his
. X Divine
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Divine Perfe&tions ; furrounded with the
moft perfect and glorious Creatures, Saints
and miniftring Spirits ; and armed with
infinite Power to take Vengeance, ----- -
Dreadful Image indeed!

NEeITHER is it poffible for #s to have

a full Conception of the Shame, the Con-
fufion, and Horror of icornful Infidels
who have impioufly blafphemed, or of
nominal Chriffians who have meanly de-
ferted the Caufe of their Religion, only
that they might {lide quietly through this
Life, or obtain it’s trifling. Advantages;
the Favour of Great Men, or fome pal-
try Preferment. The Son of Man will
difown them ; and how forlorn muit be
their Condition when banifthed from him
who is the Source of all Felicity ! He
will poflefs their Minds with a clear
Convi¢tion of their Wickednefs and Fol-
ly ; and what are all the Reproaches of
Men to the Upbraidings of an awakened
and reftlefs Condcience! Then will they,
too late, fee/ the Truth which our Lord
applied to this Occafion; What can if
profit a Man to gain the whole World, and
lofe bis ewn Sour? Or, What fhall a
Man give 12 EXCHANGE for bis SouL ¢
May God give us all his Grace, that we
may
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may prepare to meet our Lord at his
{fecond Coming with Comfort, and receive
‘that Blefling which he has promifed to
them that love him ; 27ell done thou good
and faithful Servant, Thou baft been faith-
ful and diligent in promoting my Honour
and the Truth of my Religion, enter thou
into the Foy of thy Lord. Amen,
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