Wherein are T nferted

me Incidental R g i 4 RK S upon the
DEISTSs

?

WiLLian WEBSTER, 4. M

Curate of St.

Dunflan’s in the Wep.

LONDON:

nted for J. PEMBERTON in Fleet-Stret 5 and
C-RIVINGTON in St, Pg

wl’s Chyrch-T. ard,
M. DCC, XXX,



PREFACE

Sowo=| H E Reader will expett a

st Reafon for this Publication,
and L'll give bim the true
one. 1 have taken fome pains
to awrste a plain Difionrfe upon a very
mportant Practical Subjedt.  Very im-
perfect as it is, if it be Read awith That
Attention of mind, and applyd awith
That integrity of beart, aith aphich it
was agritten, I flatter my Self, that a
much awifer and better Man than the
duthor may be the better for it.

Such Difcourfes avere never iiore
wanted.  Mens thoughts ave [0 buffed

about the Truths of Religion, that they
[em to forget the Praltice of it. . While
it
}
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it 15 guarded, by excellent awritings,
againft external attacks, it fuffers an
inward decay from the Lives of its
Profeflors ; as a Town, awell defended
by the Garrifon, tho it be not raken by
the Enemy, may run to ruin, thro' the

neglelt of tts Inhabitants.

Controverfies and Difputations are
to Religion, awbat Wars are to a King-
dom 5 [ometimes neceffary to sts (ecurity
and prefervation, but always attended
awith danger, and accompany d with bad
effects, however fuccefsful. Some awill
be {educ’d, and others tainted sn their
principles s many more diverted from
employing their lesfure bours upon more
profitable books. When the head s con-
tinually fill d awith nice diftinttions, the
heart grows dead toreligious difpofitons
It becomes matter of Amufement, rather
than of Religion ; and tho’ the Under-
ftanding may be exercis d, the Mind may
be never the better. Some tndeed muf
be awell skilld and exercisd in Thts
milicary Difcipline, fecaufe Religion
awill ever be exposd to Hoftilities fﬂi)fﬂ

irreli-



PREFACE vii
irrehigious Men 5 but Chriftians in ge-
neral, who ave neither call d to the fer-
vice, nor fit for 4, if They wentuye
into the field, un-authoriz'd and un-
armd, only to fee the manner of an en-

- gagement, their Curiofiry may be their
- Deftruction.

To fpeak ot of Figure, Illiterate
perfons fhould not meddle with fubtle
hifputes, becanfe they ave not competent
Tudges of them. They may chance to
be perverted for want of underfanding
the force of an Avgument. At leaft, tis
wads but they are confounded, and left
mfestled in their Faith. What time
they bave to (pave for reading, would
be much better (pent in pracical than in
ipeculacive Studies ; plain diftourfes that
iay teach them their duty and excite
them to the prattice of it : but more
efpecially in the frequent veading of the
Supeures, which agil] not only bring
them acquainted awith the particulars of
their duty, but kindle in their bearts a
ue fpirii of piety s [trengthen thewr
faith, and imflame ibeir bopes and be

the
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the befp (ecurity againft the infeétion of
Infidelity. Zhofe facred awritings,
wbere Men bave an inttmacy awith
them, carvy thety own proof along awith
them. Men that read them often, and
awith a ferious afpofition, fecl the Truth
of them.  But it is bighly srrational iy
thofe awho believe the Bible ro be the
Will of their Creator ang Judge, never
to ook into it 5 to be the Rule of their
Faith, and yet never to examine what
Do&rines #t teaches; to be the Mealfure
of their Acions, and yet never to eu-
quire awhat Duties i enjoyns, and to
compare their altions with this Rule, 1o
(ee whether they come up to the condi-
tions of Salvation.

S, James



St JAMES 1L 10, 1.

For awhoever (hall keep the whole Law,
and yet offend 11 one Point, is guilty

of all.

For he that (aid, Do not convmit Adul-
tery, faid alfo, Donot Kall : where-
tore, 2f thou commit no Adultery, wet,

if thou Kall, thow art become a Tran/-
greffor of the Lavw.

g A HESE words were fpoken upon
e} a particular occafion; a notorious

%1 wttance of injuitice and partiality
s> | fhewn to a rich man in a caufe
depending before the Fewrfh Con-
iftorics : and they feem to have been levell’d
Wainft a loofe maxim of the Few:fh Doltors,
iz, That God gave fo many Commandments to
tem, that by deing any ONE of them they
mght be fav’d, In confequence of which
B opinion,
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opinion, they fingled out fome orie com-
mandment, cfteem’d by them among
weightier matters of the Law, wherem they
exercisd themfelves in a more efpectal man-
ner, in hopes by that means to obtain, if no
a Difpenfation, yet at leaft a Pardon, for ne-
le&ting the reft. — To this pernicious
crror St. Fames gives a dire anfwer m ny
Text; and fupports it by a clear argument
He declares, that if we are ever {o itrict
the obfervance, not only of one of the mo
important Commandments of the Law, bu
even of the whole Law, excepting only one finsi
point, wlerein we knowingly and wiltulk
tranfgrefs, fuch a wilful tranfgreflion make
us guilty of thewhole; and the Reafon athgnd
for 1t is this, that every part of the Chrifhi
Law is enforc’d by the fame authority.

AnD to the fame purpofe our Blefled &
viour himfelf fays, That whofo breaketh o if
the LEAST of his Commandments, and teacr-
eth Men [o, fhall be called the LEAST intk
Kingdom of Heaven: meaning, as I apprehend
thofe who held the lawfulfulnefs of tranigrek
fing fome of the divine precepts, under a pre-
tence of their being of liftle moment, of foré

the fake of a more careful and punétual obfer-!
vance of fome other parts of the Law.

H avinc thus open’d thefe words of the
Apoftle, the Reader muft perceive of what -
finite confequence 1t 15 rightly to underitax

them,left we wreft them to our own deﬂru&]ior
¥ | clthir




the WHOLE LAw. 2

cither thro™ licentionfiefi, or defpair: and a
hutle obfervation upon the world, and reflection
upon our felves, may ferve to convince us,
that we are all of us, more or /cfs, concern'd
in the application of them. Wherefore I beg
bis careful and ferious attention while 1 treat
of thefe following particulars.

L T fhall more particularly flate and explain
the Doftrine contain'd in thefe words of
St. James, and fhew in wwhat Jenfe 1t is
that the Apoftle requires an univerfal Righ-
teoulnefs, or an obfervance of the whole

Law of God.

U 1 fhall confider the Apofile’s manner of
exprefling #bis Dolfrine, with what Pro-

priety we may be faid to be guilty of tle
whole Law, when we tranforefs only a
particular part of £,

UL 1 hall endeavour to fhew the Reafona-
blenefs of #the Doctrine, and that any Law
which does 1ot mfift upon our obfervance

of every part of if, can be of no cfficacy
at all,

V. I jball make fome feafonable and vjoful
Deductions from the foregoing Doctriue.

And Laftly, Apply the Difcourfe toPradtice,
B2 I 1
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1. I /hall more particularly flate and explui
the Doftrine contair’d in thefe awords of
St. James, and fhew in what finfe it i
that the Apoftle requires an univerial Righ-
teoufnels, o an obfervance of the whole

Law of God.

‘By the Law St. Fames undoubtedly means
the #1l of God reveal’d tous in his boly W ord

Anp if we underftand the Apoftle s
friitly literal fenfe, he may be thought v
require an abfolute, unfinning obedience,
to declare that a tranfgreflion of any one pir
of the Chriftian Law is inconfiftent with the
terms of Salvation propos’d to us by Chriji

Bu T This interpretation cannot be the true
one, becaufe it is not only inconfitent with the
condition of human nature in our prefen
ftate of imperfetion, but contrary to the g
neral language of the Gofpel, and the method

of our Redemption by Fefus Chrifft.

Tue Scripture every where reprefents s
as lable to Siny that we are AL L gone o
of ihe way; that we are altogether becom abs-
snnables that there is NONE righteous, ¥
not O N E. If there be any expreflions which
feern to require abflute perfecrion, and unfit-

ning obedience; if we are commanded o fi

ﬁﬁ bﬂlflﬂtf:/.} I fbfﬁﬂ?" fjf GOd, ﬂnd to be j){r,-
fect even as our Father which 15 in Heaven

perﬂff i
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ﬁ,;;*ﬁé? , fuch expreflions are to be taken in a
reftrain’d and limited fenfe, as obliging us to
imitate the divine perfections to the utmoft
freich of buman capacity. For the Scriprure,
like other writings, muft be fo underftood as
o make it confiftent with its {elf in the feve-
ral parts of 1t, and with the general {cope and
enor of the whole; and my Text muft be
conftrued 1o fuch a fenfe as may agrce with

the general account which the New Teffament
sives of the zature of Man, and the fate of

Religion between (;od and Man under the

Clriftian Difpenfation.

Su cu indeed were the rnigorous conditions
of the Fewwsfh Covenant, that the Law of Mofes
rquird an exact performance of everyfot and
Tittle of it, n order to Juftification by that
Law ; for which Reafon it was call'd the Co-
wnant of Works.  And accordingly, when the
 Anoftle fets forth the conditions of it, he fays,

He that does thefe things fhall live by them.
But the Chriffian Covenant has the Title of
be Covenant of Grace and Mercy, becaufe it
was eftablith’d upon detter terms and conds-
tions, as well as upon better promifes. By ful-
Hlling all Righteoufnefs in his swn Perfon, our
Blefled Saviour became our Righteoufnefs, /s
Righteoufnefs being fo far imputed to s who
ilieve in him, as to render our fincere, tho
mperfect, obedience accepted; that, as by the
(Jence of one, many were made Simners, {o by

be Righteaufnefs of one, thall many be made
Rishteays,

Yrom
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From hence therefore it appears, thy
St. fames cannot mean to reprefent the Chyi.
flian Covenant as ablolutely condemning eveyy
Man who tranfgrefleth any part of the Cli-
ftian Law, becaufe it fuppofeth wus all w0 be
guilty of frequent Tranfgreffions, and provide;
a Remedy tor them; fausfaction to God by the
blood of his Son, and pardon for s upon the
terms of fincere Repentance and Amendment
But That Untverfal Righteoufnefs, whichis re-
quird by the Apoftle in my Text, is anly
an unverfal regard o all the divine pre-
cepts; fo as not to commit any known, delibe-
rate, wilful Sin; in hopes that a ftrict obfer-|
vance of fome duties will atone for the breach
of others, or becaufe we may imagine fome
of the divine precepts to be of a lefs importans
nature than others.

T u1s then is the Doltrine of St. fame,
thefe are the terms of the Chriftian Covenant;
not, that Chriftians are expected to periom
unfinming, but impartial, obedience; not, ©
be abfolutely perfect, but to endeavonr ftud-
oufly to do the will of God in every part of it
'To be without dlemifb and without fpof, was
never (fince the Fall) the privilege of human
nature, except in the perfon of Chriff, Thi
immaculate Lamb, who died to expiate for
gur Sins; but to be fincere and unzform mn ou
endeavours to obferve a4/l God's commands
this is what all of us are capable of perform

ing, and without which there can be no Re
‘ oA
"
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sud 10 the authority of God, nor any Reli-
sion at all, as I fhall {hew in the Sequel of
tis Difcourfe.  Buc I muft next,

H. Confider the Apoftle’'s manner of exprefiing
This Doctrine, with what propricty any one
may be faid to be guilty of the whole Law,
wlo tranfgreffes only @ par of it,

IN the obvious fenfe of this Phraie, it may
kem to coneradict comnian reafon, to confound
the diftinction of Sms, and to make any one

Sin egual to all,  Yet Drunkennefs cannot be
Fornication, nor Murder Adultery; much lefs
docs any one of thefe Sins contain all of them.
Buc the Apoftle’s meqniug 15 evident enough
from his manner of reafoning upon the cafe,
md his way of exprefling it 15 proper, and
sreeable to the ufual way of fpeaking in the
lie cales.  He means, that whoever tranfgref-
eth any part of a Law, tranfgrefleth againtt
e Wil and Aduthority of the Lawgever, which
wntes the feveral parts of it together. The
freeral Precepts and Prohibitions, which God
s publiflyd in his Aoly Hord, are o many
parts of his Will ; and theretore they may o/
e confider'd as e Law, becaufe aff of them
tigether make up the one whole Rule of AGtion
wus his Creatures; and confequently a breach
f any one particular may be call'd a breach of
he whole, ~ Suppote, for inftance, a Statute of
it Land to confhift of many diflincl Claufes,
breach of any onz of thofe Claufes would be
ald, and not improperly, a breach of Thar

-
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Statute. 'Thus, again, the Body of a Mo j;
faid to be maim’d when only one Mewmber i
cut off, and a Limb to be broken, tho' it be
broken only in oze place: but as the Body
may be more or lefs injur'd in the lofs of s
parts, and a Frafture may be more or lc
complicated, fo we may break the Budy o
God’s Laws, tranfgrels his 7l m many o
fewer particulars; and every breach may be
more or lefs criminal, according to dijjra
circumflances, which may either feighten, o
mitigate the Guilt of our Actions.

Having, as I hope, clearly explain'd tin
feemingly difficult paflage of Scripture, and.
fully ftated the Dottrine containd in it; |
{hall proceed,

111 To confider the REASONABLENES
and NECESSITY of #t; and to fi
that @ L aw, which does not require ar

EqQuAL REGARD ?o ¢very fori of 1
can haveno effect, canbe No L aw af all,

T u & -Argument of the Apoftle wpon i
point is grounded upon the following word

For ke that faid, Do not commit Adulter,
faid alfs, Do not Kill. And the force of
Reafoning is very clear and obvious: For, ]
every part of the Chriftian Law has the fant
Santion, if every precept and piobibitol o
God be enforcd by the fame authority, 1
o/l of them muft be equally binding upon

and 2 wilfol tranfgreffion of azy one muft
o
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cur the difpleafure of the Divine Lawgiver,
 becaule 1t 1S a violatien of his Will, and an
mfringement of his Authorsty. In fhort, 1t 1s,
n the nature of things, an abfolute abjuraity
o fuppole that one part of a Law, that one
command of God fhould be /e/s oblhigatory
' than another; or that God fhould leave us at
liberty to difobey him in one inftance of duty,
which muft effectually {ubvert his authority
in every other inftance, and render a// his laws
mffeciual,  If we may chosfe what pasts of
the Chriftran Law we are to obferve, there is,
awonce, an end of God’s Legiflative Autho-
rify; for then we follow our own, not the will
of Ged, And if our own nclinations are to be
the rule and meafure of our duty, of whart uf:
will the Law of God be, when it has no coer-
ave power over us?  And wherein has it any
wircive power, if we be at liberty to difpene
with the obligation at pleafure? A duty of
bedience to God, and a liberty to difobey him;
w authority to command, where there 15 no
bhigation of obedience upon the fubject, thefe
ue, in themfelves, palpable contradictions.
Either, therefore, we are oblig’d te obferve
fUery part, or #o part at all, of God’s Law;
nd an obffinate difobedience in one nftance
nly implies a denyal of God's authority, as
nuch as a fotal difobedience. The Truth of
This i acknowledg’d by @/l mankind in the

tocedure of their own Courts of Fudicature.
fﬂny perfon be cited to an appearance, tho’

pon a marter of a moft #rifling nature, his
"ntary non-appearanceis confider'd as a con-

lempt
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tempt of the Furifdiction of the Gourt, and con-

fequently a crime of the moft heznous nawre,
becaufe it fubverts the very foundation upon
which Government fubfifts, and deftroys the
very being of Authority.

As this is a matter of infinite moment, |
fhall endeavour to illuftrate and enforce tle
Truth of it by another inftance taken from
common Life; which perhaps may better awa-
ken the attention, and direé the obfervation,
of common Readers. Let us {uppole any -
ther, or Mafler, to command his Ghu/aren, or
Servants, 1o do {uch and fuch things; part of
the Command they readily execute, the ofhir
part they refolutely refufe to comply wih
Would he not with reafon conclude, that thej
difobey’d his command, and deferv’d his dit
pleafure, notwithftanding their punctual ob-
fervance of his will in fome particulars? Ant
if they fhould pretend that they had a rev
rential regard to his authority while thy
flighted his pofitive orders, would he not think
their plea an aggravation of their crime, be
caufe an open affront to his underftanding’
And can any one of us imagine that the Gre
Father and Mafter of the Univerfe will be t
fled with after a manner which we fhould e
fent as the higheft indignity from our Fell
Creatures? The cafe, I think, is too obvio®
to require any farther illuftration.

BuT I would take notice of another bind
of partial obedience, befides That of neglet!

ing
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ing particular Duties, or committing particular
Sms, vpon the pretence of their bemng, on
any account, of a lefs importent, or lefs ound-
g nature; Of becaufe we are more particu-
larly careful in the performance of fome otber
parts of our duty. WhatI mean is This; that
many perfons deliberately go on in the neglec?
of fomething which they acknowledge to be
their duty, thinking it fufficient to refolve
within themfelves to do it at fome other more
convenient time. I have nothing to do, upon
This occation, with the wncertamty whether
we fhall ever have That fufure opportunity ;
nor with the greater difficulty in doing our
duty, which neceflarily encreafes with the
nezle@t of it; my prefent Subject leads me
only to obferve, that fuch a delrberate and wil-
ful, tho' temporary, neglett of a plain duty,
s a5 utterly inconfiftent with any Keligrous
principle, as if we intended always to continue
in That negle@, becaufe it is equally Rebelizon
aainft the Dominion of God over us, abfo-
lueely defiructive of his Legiflative Authoraty,
and muft unavoidably rnvalidate his com-
mands, I fhall explain my meaning by an
inftance or two, knowing that few Readers
will be at much trouble in underftanding, or
2pplying to themfelves, an unwelcome Truth.
A Man in Bufinefs finds, or thinks, 1t his inte-
eft to keep company with zrregular people,
wd to partake with them in their Jrregulari-
hes, He owns that Intemperance is exprelly
forbidden, and determines to live more regu-
larly and foberly, when he gets above the

C 2 world,
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world, and can afford. to break oft {o profia.
ble an Acquaintance. Thus likewile a Perfoy
in the fervour of his Youth, or the vigou
of Health, feels ftrong inclinations toward
the other Sex; he does not think 1t expedicent,
in refpe® o his outward circumfiances,
bring the expences of a Fam:ly upon himfel;
nor cares to be at the trouble and uneat-
nefs of denying his importunate defires; upo
which he indulges in prohibited pleafure
flattering himfelf that they’ll be excusd, o
long as he entertains thoughts, one time o
another, of difcontinuing them, when he fhal
find it expedient to alter bis condition.  Thek
two cafes I know, from the open confeflions
of feveral, to be frequent ones. But 1f Thi
difcourfe thould fall into the hands of any fuc
deceivers of themfelves, 1 beg them {eroully v
confider how impofible it is, that the eutls
rity of God can {ubfift, or that his Laws cn
have any effe, if we be at /iberty to oblere
them only when we think it convenicat, wd
confiftent with our prefent pleafure. 1t Inten
perance and Uncleannefs be Vices, they are &
much fo to day, as they’ll be five years henc
when our circumftances may be chang'd; and
it is as much our dury, tho' perhaps not
eafy, to abftain from them. If che difficult
of performing a duty will difcharge us fro
the obligation, the very notion of Religion ¥
deftroy’d, which fuppofes difficultzes and tenj
tations, and requires us to 7efiff and overv
them. It would be as juftifiable to renoui®

Chriflianity in a time of Perjecution, %
tranl-
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wanfgrefs a particular precept of it only toavoid
fome prefent uneafinefs.  Again; if God has
commanded us to be femperate and chafle, the
realfons, upon which thofe precepts are groun-
ded, muft always be the jame, becaufe they
have their foundation in the efernal and 7m-
mutable relation of things, the nature of Man,
and the good of Society; confequently it mutt
choays be the #ill of the Great Lawgiver that
we fhould obferve them, and they muft at
all times, or never, be 1 force, And if e,
for our prefent conveniency, can fujpend the
dbligation of a divine precept, and act contrary
w0 the knoton Will of God, for a certain time,
we may do 1t as long as we live, as it {hall
beft {uir with our inclinations. But then is
not This an abfolute Renunciation of the De-
nnton of our Greator, and a Subver fion of his
Authority € Is it potlible {or any {enfe of Reli-
gioir or Duty to fubnit, unlels we are ever ob-
hg'd, under a// poflible circumftances, however
difagiceable or painful to us at prefent, to con-
form ¢ur Wills to the Will of God. The
Reader will excufe Me for recalling to his me-
mory the inftance already given; What would
he think? what would he do? fhould his own
Servant refufe to obey him inany inftance, till
he could do it without any difficulty or trou-

ble to himfelf? I need not furely give any
Anfwer to this Queftion.

TuE refult of what has been faid upon
This head is, That every part of God's Law
mult be binding, and his #i/] is ot all tines

L0

i
o
[ ]
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to be obferv'd, or elfe that his #1// can be
Law to us, nor have any effei.

Frowm the Dodtrine of St. Fames thus fta
ted, explain’d, and eftablith’d, I fhall make
{ome {ealonable and ufeful Deduétions.

IT follows from the foregoing Dottrine,
that the notion of Vemial Sins, profefledly
maintain'd in the Church of Rome, and bu
too much countenanc’d by the Praéfice of
Proteflants, 1s either very adfurd n 1t felf, o
elfe very impertinent to the corrupt purpofe
for which it 1s intended.

1. Do they mean by Venzal Sins {uch 1nur
luntary Tranfgreffions as are infeparable from
the condition of human nature? Itisvery true,
that our nature 75 imperfec, and that the 47
of Men are fubject to fazlings and nfirmits
The Chriftian Covenant fuppofes them, and
. makes allowances for them; accepting us up-
on a general acknowledgement of fuch inadver-
tent Slips, and humble Supplication to God for
hismercy. Burwhat then? This gives no coun-
tenance to Jicentioufnefs or indulgences of any
kind. For we are requir'd to ffrive againit our
infirmities and failings, and to Jabour after the
bigheft perfection of which we are capable.
may be only our misfortune to be inclin'd by
conftitution to a particular Sin; but it will be
our crime, and® our condemnation, if we give
way to It.

2, IF
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2. IF by Venial they mean only Pardonable,
then eicher @/l Sins would be venial, or none
would be fo, becaufe all Sins are pardonable
upon the conditions of Repentance and Amend-

ment; and zo Sin is pardonable while we con-
tnue in the praftice of 12, But,

1. T 1 E only notion of Venial Sins, that can
anlwer any end to the Advocates of it, muft be
this; That fome Sins, being 1 themfelues of
bfs importance, are excufable: or, in other
words, That we may tranigrefs fome of the
lefsweightier matters of the Law, without con-
raling any guilt, and without any danger of
future pumfbment. And indeed this DoGrine
would effeGtually anfwer their purpofe; for
Men would eafily perfuade themfelves, that
\, thofe Sins, to which they are moft inclin’d, are
“the fmalleft; and that thofe Duties, to which

they are moft averfe, are of a frifiing nature;
by which means they would at once free them-

felves from the reffraints of Religion, and the
terror of 1ts Sanétions.

Byt the Do@rine is as abfurd as it iswick-
er, ' When exprefs'd in proper terms, it means,

that fome Sins are no Sins af all, and that God
commands what he permits. Men may pleafe

themfelves, and amufe the ignorant, by fubtle
dftinctions; but there can be no poffible me-

tum berween lowful and unlawful, between
Guilt and Innocence. Sin is the tranfsreffion
o fome Law, or a deviation from the Rule of

our
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our Attions. Either therefore our Aétions 4y
or they do not, deviate from our Rule; unles
a line could be both ftrait and crooked at the
fame time. The Wi/l of God is this Rule o
Law. Either therefore God bas, or he hy
not, commanded or forbidden {fuch an action,
if he has done neither, the Aéion is of an /i

different nature; but every command, and cuoy
probibition of God, muft be a Lew 1o us; and
every wilful Tranfgreffion of it is a violation of
his #Will:  And it is an idle fancy to fuppof
that God will indulge us in an obfinate vl
tion of his Will, tho’ in the {malleft mftance
becaufe, befides that he would thereby give
up his Dom:nion and Authority, it is fuppofing
God to will, and not will a thing at the fame
time.

Nrr1Tuer isit confiftent with the Ar-
butes and Perfettions of the divine nature, th
God fhould alter his Will in refpect to the
precepts of the Gofpel.  Every part of it
always been, fince its firft publication, and
muft always continue to be, till the confum:
mation of all things, #udi/penfibly binding upon
us. What we call Moral/ duties, are as 2mm-
table as the Nature and Relations of thing
upon which they are grounded. They are, 1
their own nature, fit and reafonable; and
muft always be the wi// of a wife and gt
Being (whatever difpenfing power the Church
- of Rome may claim) that a// Creatures fhould,
at all times, a& agreeably to their nature and
relation to other Beings.

THE
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THE pojitive duties of Chriftianity have
likewie 2vzfe and good reafons for their ap-
pointment, which will laft as long as the
Gofpe! Difpenfation; and That will be to the
ad of the Warld, as the Gofpel ifelf declares.
Theretore the Sacraments, and other parts of
Chrifttan Worfhip, in cheir proper time and
#lice, can no more be neglected, without a
diret breach of the Clriffian Law, and a
Violation of God’s w21/, than the Moral duties,
s as lawful 1o live in the habit of Fornrcg-
fion, or Adultery, as in the habiwal negle& of
Baptzfin, the Lord’s Supper, and the Affenbling

of our felves together for publick devotions,
However different they may be in their nature,

ey agree in having the command, and autho-~

iy of God to inforce them, and good reafons
tor their being commanded.

2.1 OBsERvVE inthe nextplace (in anfiver
wour Modern Unbelicvers, who are very forward

o bring a charge of Gruelty againft Rewelq-
fon, for laying unreafonable reffraints upon
@human nature) that there is no room for any
iection againft the Chriftian Religion, on ac-
“unt of the Terms and Conditions of it, as if
hey were to 7igid to deferve the charatter
f 2 gracious and merciful Covenant.

Ture Severity, if there be any, muft lie
ther in the dutses themfelves, or in the manner
Uwhich the obfervance of them is requir’d,

D Now,
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N o w, as to the Duties themfelves ; we may,
with the Apoftle, fay of the Chriffian Loz, |
that it is holy, juff, and good. All the Adver-
faries of it have been driven by the mcer force
of Truth, tho' in oppofition to their principls
and 7ntentions, to bear Teftimony to the excel-
lency of its Morality. Even the Author of
Chriftianity as old as the Creation, That mof
bitter and inveterate Enemy of fefus Ghrif,
has acknowledg’d it, not only in the frequen
paffages which he has cited from our greatel
Divines, with the higheft expreflions of ap-
plaufe, and in the ftrongeft terms of approb:
tion; but has over and over expreft the fame
fentiments in words of his own: He fays far-
ther, That fhould Revelation require lefs of u
twould be an imperfect Rule.

IT is true indeed, that, with regard to Cri-
fian Inflitutions and Doétrines, he does in
veigh in the moft pompous and elaborate mar
ner againft the Tyranny of impofing fuch arb-
trary precepts upon us; but can they mak
any Man of fenfe believe, that the rea/ quar
againft Chriftianity is for the fake of fom
few fpeculative points, (as they term them) th
two Sacraments, and the other parts of Chrr
fian Worfbip ¢ Were its Moral Precepts e
pure and firict, were its Sanitions lels terridl,
their anger would foon be appeas'd, wh
they could purfue their prefent pleafures with
out controul, without remotfe, or foreboding

apprehenfions?
‘ THEN
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THEN, as to the manner in which thefe
duties are requir'd, I have prov'd, thatif a /e/s
it obfervance of them were exa&ted from
us, the Gofpel muft lofe the force of a Laww, and
leave every Man to the guidance of his oz
appetites and znclinations, becaufe a liberty to
difpenfe with the, performance of any one duty,
cither wholly, or for a certain time, muftimply
the fame power ol difperfing with all the
duties of Religion, for as long a time as we
pleafe; and an obffinate wanigreflion of one
part of a Law is a v7rfual renunciation of the
Authority of the Lawgiver, as much as a tranf-
aieflion of the swbole Law.

1. ¥ RoM hence therefore I proceed to ano-
ther Deduction, naturally follbwing from the
preceding  obfervations and arguments, and
very feafonable at This time, .by way of cau-
ton, againft the artifices of the Deiffs. Their
pretences of freeing Mankind from Tyranny,
and Slavery, are as popular and captivating,
s they are fallacious and difingenuous. They
would willingly de thought to allow, that all
the Moral Duties, and great Truths of Reli-
gion, are difcoverable by the Light of Nature,
and obligatory without any exfernal command;
Iay, they would willingly e thonght to allow
It, becaufe they not only acknowledge and affert
i, but they argue from bence againft the Expe-
diency, and confequently againft the aéfual
Truth of Revelation. But were thofe Men
lincere in the profeffion, and regular in the

D 2 pratice,
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practice, of Natural Religion, they would haye
no fufficient Temptation to rejel Chriftianiy,
becaufe they would /#// remain under the o
reffraints and apprebenfions, which are the
great flumbling-block of Offence, and the true
caufe of their uneafinefs. 1f the duties of Na-
tural Religionbe (as they themielves are forcd
to allow) the fame which are taught by the
Gofpel; and if the Great Truths concerning
the deing of @ God, a Providence, and a futur
State, be neceffary in order to fupport the pra-
&ice of thofe duties; (as they moft certainly are
they will be no confiderable gainers by then
Infidelity; they part with all the advantageso
Revelation, without any proportionable recsi-
pence for {o greata lofs. For, 1if they be men
of probity, if they mean what they profefs, i
they reallyintend to hearken to the voice, an
obey the ditates of uncorrupted Reafon, thy
muft, upon their own principles, be us virtuau
in every inftance of Morality, as it they wer
Chriftians : Uncleannefs, Fraud, Drunkennefs
and other favourite Vices, being as much pro
hibited by their allow'd Syftem of N, aturd
Etbicks, as they are by Chriff; and a wilhl
Indulgence in any Vice being utterly inconfl-
ftent with any principles of Religion whatlo-
ever. So that whoever liftens to the Deiffica
propofals, upon an expectation of being fet
loofe from the f#rict precepts and condttions of
Chriftianity, and from the dreadful apprehen-
fion of a future Fudgment, lec him firft calmy
confider whether he can reconcile downrigh
Atheifin to his fober and cool thoughts; fﬂ_ff

| | 1
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i he be a Man of any underftanding and feri-
ous reflection, when he has thrown off Reve-
lotion, he muft go on to throw oft Natural
Religion 100, before he can make himielf tole-
rably cafy in the free enjoyment of his plea-
fures. This is true, not only in Speculation,
hut in Faé?. Both in the Writings and Con-
werfation of thofe who would pafs for Deifs,
the mask will drop off, or they think 1t proper
w0 take 1t off fometimes, and thew thejr 7eq/
face, hoping to draw Difciples after them by
the beauty and comelinefs of 1t. I confefs, it
s my opinion (and, I think, I have good
erounds for it} that there is {carce fuch a Per-
fon in the Chriftign world as a true Derff; by
which I mean, onewho disbelieves REVELATION,
after ¢ diligent and impartial examnation of
ihe evidence on both fides of the qucfiion, yet re-
tains a firm belief of Natural Religion, and
refokves, to the utmoft of bis power, to live up
fothe duties of 1¢. ‘'This, in a Country where
Chriftianity 1s the Religion ¢ftablyfh’'d, and the
Religion of Mens younger Years, 15 a meer
Chimerical Charater.  Men do not overcome
the prejudices of Education, and the force of
reeer’d opinions, by the ftrength of cool con-
viion from better information, and after-
wards turn Lzbertines becaufe they have dif-
cover’d that Religion is a Cheat ; but they firft
orow loofe in their Morals, and then fet them-
lelves againft Religion, becaufe it is a reftraing
wpon Inclination, and difturbs the quiet of
tieir Minds. ‘This being the cafe, they ftop
hort of the mark, unlefs they go farthe}') than

efin.
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Deifin. 'They want more Liberty than rigly
Reafon will allow them; to follow the impulte
of their paffions in an unreftrain’d courfe of
Indulgence, and to rd them{elves of the fear
of a future Reckoming. If precepts mudt domi-
neer over appetite, human Naturc is ftill under
the yoke of Tyranny. If an Order of Men muf
be appointed to bind on This heavy Yoke, by
teaching and enforcing thofe Precepts, what
This but Prieficraft ¢ 1t Gentlemen muft be
continually haunted by the thoughts of a
after-punifbment, what is This but zutolerall
Superftition? Reftramt and Fear will no
change their nature by changing Reveal'd for
Natural Religion: Nothing will anfwer ther
purpofe, but an entire removal of the Ef,
by removing the Caufe, viz. Religion n Ge
neral. Were it not befide the intention of ths
Difcourfe, I could eafily thew, by quotations
from their books, that thefe {eeming Aavocaes
for Natural Religion mean nothing lefs than
living according to the Rules of it. Their cat-
logue of Virtues is as fhort as their G rccd. The
Relation of things, {o often the Subjedt of ther
encomiums, means no more than the Relation
between their defires, and the objeéls of them;
and their Fitnefs of things, fignifies only the
fitnefs of gratifying their defires in the mol
agreeable and extenfive manner. But I fhall
mention one particular, Aabrtual pradics
wherein they a¢t in a flagrant oppofition 1
Moral Virtue, and are ready enough to juftify

it upon all occafions.

THE
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T u £ promijcuous ule of Women, or fuch
¢ Commerce with them, as is contrary to the
diclar'd Senfe, and effabli’d Laws, of our
Country, muft be a breach of the Moral Law,
if there be fuch a thing as Moralsty, orVirtue.
 am fully convinc’d, that Matrimony, as
ewled by the Chrifliun Religron, and by
he Conflitution of our Country, will better
eewre the comman happinefs of Seczety, than
any otber method whatioever.  But at prefent
[ have no occafion to enter mto any debate
with them upon That Head. It can admic
of no difpute, whether the wifdom of the pri-
vate Members of a Soctety ought not to {ub-
mit to the puolick wildom of the Legiflature.
There can be no fuch thing as Soczezy without
luch 2 Submitiion.  Hardy as thefe Advocates
tor Licentioufnefs are, they'll {carce offer to
fay, that the order and happinefs of Society
cannot fubfitt upon the Matrimonial Scheme,
and whether a greater liberty would not, in
their opinion, be more expedient, as well as
ageecable to their zuclinations, is not the que-
ftion, It is the Bufinefs, not of the Governed,
but of the Governors, to determine matters of
Expediency,  If they can perfuade the Legi/la-
fire to declare for [nfidelsty, they’ll have then
an Opportunity, and a Right, to offer their
opinion, and their reafons. But while the Wif~
dom and the Laws of the Nation are azaim/?
them, -they are oblig’d (if there can be an ob-
igation in the #ature and reafon of things) to
wntorm to them. If their corrupt Imagina-

| 1i0ns,
}
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tions, and debauch’d Manners, make the
impatient under the reftraint of thofe Laws
which they are fubjet, they have no remedy
but removing into fome other Country, wher
the Laws will be more indulgent to them
While they think fit to receive the protection
and benefit of any Government, they ought
to fubmit to the effablif’d Rules of . To
live in an avow'd violation and contempt of
Autloority, ‘This 1s not Liberty, but Luceut:.
oufnefs; not Deifm, but an Apoflacy trom Or-
der, from the efernal Fitnefs of things, from
common Reafon, and comman Senfe.

IF it be objetted (for they are not afham’
of this weak argument) that thefe inclination
being implanted in our Natures by God, Men
have a natural Right to the Indulgence of them,
and that no power can take away a Rugl
" which is founded in our wvery beinys; 1 an-
{wer, that thofe Inclinations may be regulated
fo as to make the gratification of them, n
particular perfons, moft conducive to the good
of Mankind in general, Men are nawrll
fubje& to Hunger and Thirft, which muft give
them a Right to eat and drink; bur, if the
good of the Society thould require it, it
lawful to prefcribe Rules in refpect two the
manner and meafure of their eating and drinkl-
ing. So, in refpect to Comcupifcence, tho &
muft be lawful to gratify thofe defires which
are natural and neceffary, yetfurely our Creattr
or (if he has not interpos'd) Ahuman authory

may dire¢t, without offering Violence to 00
Natures
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Natures, in what Manner, and under what
Reffrictions, they are to be indulg’d.  As no
Vlan has a natural Right 1o eat and drink as
awch as he can get down, whenever he has
an inclination, or wherever he can mect with
Meat and Drink ; neither has any Man a rgh,
the' a corrupted Imagination may create an
Incitnation, to a promifcuous and arbitrary vie
of Women, {uch as {hall agree beft with his
mrticular temper.  The utmoft that thefe
Gentlemen can make out, 1s, that every Man
has a matural Riglt to one Woman, provided
he will take her for Life, and be contented
with her; but his Right can extend no facther
Lamongft ws, whether Revelation be true, ot
not, becaufe Thus 1s-the particular manner and
meafure, which the Authority of the Legi/-
Aature has preferib’d to That Pafiion.

BuT there 15 another Objection that I muft
ke notice of, for the commonnefs of it, tho

itis really fo trifling, thac T thould otherwite
be afham'd to think it worth mentioning.

Turre are fome who pretend, that while
they confine themfelves to one Woman, they
wlwer the end of the [ nftitution, and of the
Laws, tho’ the Ceremony (which is only mat-
er of Form) be omitted. Noj; they neither
ome up to the Letter of the Law, nor anfwer
he Intention of it They have neicher the
Eﬂ?'ﬁ?, nor the Effence of Matrimeny. Such a
tbabitation is only durante bene placito, du-
g pleafure; tha 1s, till the Gentleman grows

E WeaAry
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weary of his Companion, or meets with a mor
agreeable one; but Matrimony 1s a Jiraét Ea-
gagement between two partics to live together,
and to be true to one another, for Life.  Such
a Contraét, if there really be any in the ol
cafe, is privafe and precarious; but the very
intention of the Law in This, is to make the
Contralt publick, and to fecure the pertor-
mance of Iit.

Besiprs, tho any particular Form bei
matter of an indifferent nature, yet 1t is no
indifferent whether there be any fafed, pil-
lick Form, or not. The nature of the thing
requires thus much; and obedience o Go-
vernment obliges every Member to obferve the
appointed Form. Is it no crime, no breach of
their Moral Law, to difobey the Laws of thelr

Country?¢

I Have mention'd This particular Ve
of Fornication, becaufe I take it to be the moft
gencral and prevailing caufe of Infidelity. I
is too plainly prohibited by Chriftzanity, to b
evaded by the help of Sophiftry, and too dear
2 Favourite to be difcarded. But Chrifiani;
is not the ouly obftrution to ths darling
Vice. They muft not only reject the Goffe!
but get the Laws of their Country repeal (s
they muft bid open dehance, not only ©
efus Chriff, but to Croil Authority, belor
they can juttify, or wilfully contnue i th
habit of a practice prohibited by both, withow

acting contrary to the Law of Reafon. .
3
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Tur Deifts, as they affe&t to be call'd,
being fo very induitrious to propagate their
Opinions, and make Profelytes, I was willing
w0 lay hold of This opportunity of detecting
their pretences, and fhewing the true tendency
o their Principles, that the younger, or more
unthinking, part of Mankind may know whi-
ther their Atheiflical Guides are leading them;;
for nothing can be more evident, than that
they muft run with their Leaders 70 tbe fame
cxeefs of Riof, if they mean to procure the
Liberty which their lawlefs appetites require.
Natural Religion will be too troublefome to
thofe who think Chrifleanmity a heavy yoke,
And when people are going to be {educ’d by
the cunning craftinefs of Infidels, or deluded
by the falfe {fuggeftions of their own corrupt
hearts, the utter ruin of many of them migit
be prevented, if they would but ask them-
lelves a few fhort queftions. I am inclin'd to
dsbelieve the Chriflian Religion; but what is
my real inducement? Have 1 farrly, and Lo-
wgfly, without any bias or pregoflefion, exa-
min'd into the evidence for the Truth of it,
and found it ipfufhicient to induce a rational
Conviction 2 Is it not rather an wnwillingnefs
to believe, that occafions my disbelief? Do I
lincerely intend to live a good Moral Life?
And do T believe thofe Truths of Natural
Religion, a God that Governs and will Fudge
the world, without which the Law of Mora-
ity will want a San@ion fufficient to enforce
i On the contrary, Do I not allow myfelf

E 2 Liberties
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Liberties that are as repugnant to my fsber
Reafon, and the Laws of the Society, whereof
[ am a member, asto Revelation? And do]
not fly to Iufidelity as the only refuge from
the remorfe and reproaches of my own mind’
If men are not wholly loft to all Ratzonal and
Manly fentiments, fuch refleCtions muft hav
their weight. If they are refolutely detar-
- min'd not to live after a reafonable manne,
they are not qualify’d to perform the ofices
of a fociable being, or capable of giving a pre-
per Security for their behaviour; and are m-
titled to nothing that belongs to Soczety bu
the neceffary punithment appointed for the
common Encmices of it,  Having fpoken fo free-
ly upon This head, and knowing how ap
they are to charge s of the Clergy (efpecilly
thofe whom they ftyle High-Church Clergy,
that they may have the better pretence, and
more fcope, for abufing them) I (hall ce
the Opinion of Mr. Locke, © Thofc are not at
« a1l to be tolerated who deny the being of 2
« God. Promifes, Covenants, and Oaths,
« whichare the bonds of human Society, cii
« have no hold upon an Atheift. The taking
« away a God, but in thourgt, diflolves all
« Befides alfo, thofe that by their Athufn
« undermine and deftroy a// Religion,
« have no pretence of Religion whereupon ©
« challenge the privilege of a Toleration.”

I SuaLL nowapply myfelfin a few word
to Chrifiian Readers; many of whom ar

much more concern’d in the applicaton 10f
(he
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the preceding difcourfe, than they may ima-
sine ; if not for holding, profeffedly, any erro-
neous opinions concerning Indulgences and Dif-
fenfations, yet for living babitually in oppofition
to plamn precepts, and omuztting plain duties.
Various are the inftances of a partial obedi-
ence, becaufe various are the pafions and 7z-
dinations of Mankind, Very ready are they
o practife thofe duties which agree with
their #atural temper, and are not inconfiftent
with their prefent views i Lafe; But deaf to
nftru&tion, however reafonable; to admoni-
tion and reproof, however gentle ; to exhor-
ation, however moving; when the Preacher,
or the #7riter, undertakes to diffuade them
from the enjoyment of a leloved Vice, or ex-
ate them to the practice of difagreeable and
rkjome duties. The practice of meeknefs is no
dthcule Virtue, where the texwure of the
blood, and the difpofition of the {pirits, con-
Ipire to give That frame and caft of Mind.
Atendance upon public devotions, and the
duties of the Clofet, to thofe who have but lirtle
‘employment, and as litde Tafte for the diver-
flons of the World, are no hard Task, but ra-
ther an amufement, to a Mind fatiated with
ldenefs, and tir'd with having nothing to do.
Buc tell the Indolent, that the fervice of his
Country requires him to #ake pains, and en-
tre bard labour; the Greedy Worldling, and
be Voluptuary, that the bufinefs and pleafures
ot This Life muft fometimes give way to the
‘oncerns of another ; the Soft and Meek-[pirited,
tac he muft rouze and exers himfelf in de-

3 fence
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fence of Religion, againft a Confederacy of
Enemies; your arguments will have but licde
force, becaufe you argue againft Inclinatio
againft Conflitution, againtt Nature, or Habit;
The Indolent will be ndolent fi:/], contenting
himfelf with doing 70 hurt, tho' he wilfull
negleGts the opportunity of doing good; the
Worldling will be a Worldling fhill, ander
cloak of Induftry, and a grudent Care for hin-
felf and Family; the Coward will be a Coseaid
Jill, tho you endeavour to animate him by
every proper motive, perfuading himfeif tha
his want of Courage and Zeal, 1s Meeknefs and
Humility. The Drunkard would willingly com:
mute for his Intemperance, by Generofity, and
Good-nature: The Fornicator, for his Unclor
nefs, by fome alts of Charity, which are to cover
the multitude of his beloved Sins: The Mifir
will willingly be temperate, becaufe he hasno
inclination to the opfofite Vice; cr perhap
becaufe he does not care to be at the exfun
of it: The Ambitions Man will readily ob-
ferve any Duties that won't interfere with hs
political Views, becaufe the Luft after honui
and powcr being the predominant paffion d
hisSoul, there is no Se/f~denyal in the pracice
of other Duties. But wy to perfuade de
Drunkard to forfake his Bottle, the Mijer w
be liberal, the Unclean Perfon to be chafle, the
Ambitious to forego an opportunity of recom
mending himfelf to the favour of a Court by
indire means; by injuftice, by cruclty,
oppreffion, and irreligion; demonftrate ever |

clearly that theyare acting ina flagrant olapgﬁ*
o
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tion to the direction of God’s Law, they’ll ftill
o0 on fteadily in the purfuit of their feveral
views, and gratificarion of their particular affe-
fions, trufting to the efhicacy of their obfer-
vance of the other parts of the Law, tho’ they
wilfully and habirually offend in one Point,
But the perfection, thall I fay? or rather the
very nature and cffence of Virtue, confifts in
rectifying the wrregularities, and fubduing the
predominancy of our paffions, fo as to reduce
‘them to an obedience to the commands of
God.  If we a& upon a true principle of Leve
ad Duty to bum, we thall make his will, not
our own inclination, the Rule of our aéions;
nd 1f we obferve his precepts only in thofe
nftances which are agreeable to our Selves, we
reect his Government.  And therefore, if we
be in carneft inReligion, we fhall ftri¢tly ob-
lerve the natural, or babitual bent of our hearts,
ourmoft favourite and prevalent paffions; have
1 watchiul Eye over our felves 1n thofe points,
and honeftly and heartily endeavour to {ubje&
tem to our duty. For however we may
fatter our own inclination, or impofe upon
tie world, by {fome outward appearances, the
Doftrine of St. Fames will, at the day of
Judgment, to their eternal confufion, be found
rue, That whofocver fhall kecp the whole Law,
ad yet offend in one Point, 25 guilty of all.
For be that faid, Do not commit Adultery, faid
ilfs, Do not Kill : wherefore, if thou commit no
Aiultery, yet, if thow Kill, thou art become a
%‘re’!{/g"r{’ﬂér of the Law.

F I N I &
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