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ADVERTISEMENT. 11

T feems proper to acquaint the public with the
reafon and intention of this publication It
had been the cuftom in the college of New-Jerfey
from its firft ettablithment, that the prefident thould
preach a fermon on the Lord’s day preceeding com-
mencement, for the benefit of young perfons in
general ; and in the end, addrefs a particular ex-
hortation to the feniors of that year, who were to
receive the firft degree 1n the arts and leave col-
lege. This cuftom was very much approved by
the author of the following fermon and addrefs,
on his taking charge of the college, and therefore
regularly continued. For feveral years, the ad-
drefs was founded upon and had a particular re-
lation to whatever had been the fubje& of the pre-
cecding difcourfe. But in the ycar 1775, when
the war with Britain was acually begun, and eve-
ry thing feemed to breath the fpirit of defence, he
chofc Chriftian Magnanimity, as the {ubjeét of the
difcourfe ; and not knowing what might be the
event of the important conteft, he thought it ad-
vifeable to make a colleétion or fummary of all the
advices that had been given to the young gentle-
men for their conduét inlife, in different years, under
diftinct heads. This produced the one now pub-
lithed, which, with fome variations and additions,
has been delivered to the clafs annually, fometimes
the fabbath preceeding commencement, and fome-
times on commencement day, when the exercifes
left room for it. The author having now intro-
duced cvery thing that he thought of fufficient im-
portance to find a place in it, and the length of
the picce having become fuch as not cafily to ad-
mit
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mit of its being all pronounced in one day, efpe-
cially the day ot commencement, he has been in-
duced to publith 1t, together with the fermon which
accompanied it, when furft prepared and reduced
to a regular fyftem. He the more willingly
agreed to this, that {feveral inftances have happened
of gentlemen educated at this college figmifying,
that they thought they had received advantage, in
many fituations, by recolleéing the advices given
them at their graduation fur their conduét in life.
He thercfore now puts the whole into their hands,
and into thofe of all who are willing to accept of
it, as the fruit of long experience and confidera-
Lic attention to the courle of human affairs, ear-
neftly withing that they may be uleful and emi-
nent as citizens, {cholars, patriots; and at the fame
time befeeching them, that in any or all of thefe
charadters, they may neither ferget nor be afhamed

to be Chriftigns,



A

SERMON

O N
CHRISTIAN MAGNANIMITY,.

I THESSALONIANS, 1. 12,

called you into bis kingdom and gliry.”

[T E prelent ftate was intended to be, and I
think mufl, by every perion of refe&ion, be
admitted to be a continual trial of the faith and
conftancy of a Chriftian. It is therefore a duty
we owe to others in general, but in a fpecial man-
ner, the elder to the younger, to give them faithful
warning of the temptations and dangers, to which
tiicy mufl, of neccetlity, be expofed, if they mean
to walk in the paths of piety and virtue. It hath
often occuried to me, in meditating on this fubje&,
that as falfe money is moft dangerous, when it is
likeft to the true, {o thole principles and that cha-
racter, which approach the neareft to true religion,
it notwithftanding they are clientially different
from it, will be moft ready to impofe on an un-
cauttous and unfulpecting mind., Therefore, if
there is fuch a thing as a worldly virtue, a fyftem
of prizciples and duty, dictated by the fpirit of the
world, and the ftandard of approbation or blame
with the men of the world, and it this is at bottom,
clicntiaily different from and fometimes directly
oppoled
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oppofed to the {pirit of the gofpel, it muft be of all
cthers, the moft dangerous temptation, to perfons
of a liberaleducation andan ingenuousturn of mind.

‘This, if I »m net miitaken, is really th cafe.
There are fo.  branches of true religion which
are univerfally approved, and which, impiety it-
felf, cannot fpeak againfl ; fuch as truth and integri-
ty in fpecch, honefty in dealing, humanity and
compafiion to perfons in diftrefs. But there are
other particulars, in which the worldly virtue and
the Chriflian virtue feem to be different things.
Of thefe I fhall fcle& one, as an example, viz.
fpirit, dignity, or greatnefs of mind. This
fcems to be entirely of the worldly caft : It holds
a very high place in the efteem of all worldly men :
“I'he boldceft pretenfions are often made to it, by
thofe who treat rcligion with negled, and religious
perfons with difdain or defiance. Itis allo a vir-
wue of a very dazzling appearance ; ready to cap-
tivate the mind, and particularly, to make a dcep
impreflion on young perfons, when they firlt en-
ter into life. At the fame time, the gofpel feems
to ftand direé&tly oppofed to it. The humility of
the creature, the abafement and contrition of the
finner, the dependence and felf-denial of the be-
liever, and above all, the fhame and reproach of
the crofs itlelf, fecm to confpirc in obliging us to.
renounce it.

What fhall we fay, then, my brethren ? fhall we
fay that magnanimity is no virtuc at all, and that
no fuch excellence belongs to humaa nature? or
thall we admit that there is beauty and exccllence
in it—confefling at the fame time, that it docs not

belong
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belong to religion, and only fay, that though we
vrant this, we have many other and better quahties
in its place ? To this I can never agree; forevery
rcal excellence is confiftent with cvery other; nay,
every recal excellence is adorned and illufirated by
cvery other. Vices may be inconfiflent with cach
other, but virtues never can. And, thercfore, as
magnanimity is an amiable and noble quality—
one of the greatelt ornaments of our nature, fo 1
athirm, that it belongs only tc true and undefiled
religion, and that every appearance of thc one,
without the other, is not oniy defective, but falfe.

‘The holy fcripturcs, it is truc, do chiefly infft
upon what is proper to humble our pride, and to
bring us to a juft apprcheniion of our chara&er
and ttate.  This was wife and juft, becaufe of that
corruption and mifery into which we are fallen,
the contrary would have been unjuft. It is evi-
dently more neccflary, in the prefent ftate ot hu-
man nature, to reftrain pride, than to kindle
ambition.  But as the f{cripture points out our
original dignity, and the true glory of our nature,
fo everr true penitent 15 there taught to afpire after
the nobleft charadter, and to cntcr{ain the moft ex-
alted hopes. In the pafiage which I have chofen
as *he fubje& of my difcourfe, you fce the Apotlle
exhorts the Theflalonians to walk fuitably to the
dignity of their charadter, and the importance of
their privileges, which is a thort but juft defcription
of truc and genuine greatnefs of mind.

My fingle purpole, from thefe words, at this
tiae, is to explain and recommend magnanimity
as 2 Chriftian virtuc; and I wifth to &~ it 1n fuch

a
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a manner, 2as neither to weaken its luflre, nor ad-
mit any degree of that corrupt mixture, by which
it is often counterfcited and greatly debafed. Some
infidels have in terms affirmed, that Chriftianity
kas banifhed magnanimity, and by its precepts of
mecknefs, humility, and paflive fubmiifion to in-
jury, has deftroyed that noblenefs of fentiment,
which rendered the ancients fo illuflrious, and gives
fo much majefty and dignity to the hiftorics of
Greece and Rome.  In oppofition to this, I hope
to be able to thew that real greatnefs & infeparable
from fincere piety, and that any defcét in the onc,
muft necefiarily be a difcernable blemith in the
other. With this view, I will (firft) give you the
principles of magnanimity in general, as a nata-
ral quality ; (fecondly) I will thew what is neccl=
fary to give it real value, as a miorai virtue, and
(thirdly) thew that it fnines with the moft pertedt
brightaels as a Chiiflian grace ; after, will improve
the fubje&, by a pradtical application of what may
be (aid for your inftru&ion and direction.

Firft, then, lct me flate the principles ¢f mag-
nanimity, i general, as a natural quality, £ think
it muft be admitted, that as therc is a rcal differ-
ence between bodies as to fize and bulk, as well as
other fentible qualities, {o there is a real chara&ter
of greatnefs, or meannefs, applicable to the mind,
diftin& from its other qualities or powers. It is,
however, I apprehend, a tfimple imprefiion, which
cannot be explaincd or further analyzed, but may
calily be feit, and is belt illuftrated by its cfteds.
Thefe may be fummed up in the following parti-
culars : "L'o magnanimity it belengeft to attempt

great
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1, great and difficult things ; 2, to afpire after great
and valuable pofleflions; 3, to encounter dangers
with refolution; 4, to ftruggle againit difficul-
ties with perfeverance, and g, to bear iufferings
~ith fortitude and patience.

i, It belongs to magnanimity to attempt great
and difficult things. Thofe, who, from a love of
floth and eafe, neglec the exercife or improvement
of their powers, and thofe who apply them with
ever fo great affiduity and attention, to things
mean or of fmall confequence, are plainly deflitute
of this quality. We perceive 2 meannels and want
of fpirit 1n this refpeét, when particular perfons fall
below their rank in life, or when, as istoo fre-
quently the cafe in any rank, they fall below hu-
man nature itfelf. When a prince, or other pet-
fon of the firlt order and importance in human
life, bufies himfelf in nothing but the moft trifling
amuicments, or arts of little value, we call it mean;
and when any man, endowed with rational pow-
crs, lofes them through negle@, or defiroys them
by the moft grovelling fenfuality, we fay he 1s a&-
ing below himfclf. ‘The contrary of this, there-
fore, or the vigorous exertion of all our powers,
and particularly, the application of them to things
of moment and difficulty, is real magnanimity.

2, It belongs to magnanimity, to alpire after
great and valuaole poffeffions. It is more difficult
properly to iHuftrate this as a branch of magnaﬂi-
mity, becaufe of its frequent perverfion, which
will be afterwards explained. It feems, however,
to be neceflarily included in the general charaer.

A great mind has great capacities of enjoyment
B as






