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Tz DOMINION or PROVIDENCE OVER trt
PASSIONS or MEN,

A
SERMON,

Preached at Princeton, on the 17th of May, 1756. Being
‘the General Fast zgfainteaf by the Congress tbrough t
- United Colonies, Dedicgted to the Hon. Jobn Hancock,
- Esg. President of the Comgress of the United States of
America. Fo which is adcgd, an Address to the natives
of Scotland residing in America.

Psary Ixxvi. 10,

Surely the Wrath of Man shall praise thee ; the remain-
der of Wrath shalt thou restain,

PFYHERE is not a greater evidence either of the reality
or the pswer of religion, than a firm belief of God’s
univerfal prefence, and a conftant attention to the influ-
ence ~nd operation of his providence. It is by this means
that the Chriftian may be faid, in the emphatical {cripture
language, ¢ to walk with God, and to endure as feeing
“ him who is invifible.” "
‘The doftrine of divine providence is very full and com.
plete in the facred oracles. It extends not only to things
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which we may think of great moment, and therefore wor-
thy of notice, but te things the moft indifferentnd inconfi-
derable ; * Are not two {parrows fold for a farthing,” fays
our Lord, “ and one of them falleth not to the ground
* without your heavenly Father; nay, the very hairs of
¢ your head are all numbered.” It extends not only to
things beneficial and falutary, or to the direttion ai 1 af.
fitance of thofe who are the fervants of the living God ;
but to things feemingly moft hurtful and deftruétive, and
to perfons the moft refratory and difobedient. He over.
rules all his creatures, and all their ations. Thus we
are told, that * fire, hail, fnow, vapour, and ftormy *ind,
“ fulfil his word,”’” in the courfe of nature; and even {o
the moft impetuous and diforderly paflions of men, that
are under no reftraint from themfelves, are yet perfectly
fubject to the dominion of Jehovah. They carry his com
miflion, they obey his ordgrs, they are limited and re-
ftrained by his authority, and they conlfpire with every
thing elfe in promoting his glory. There is the greater
‘need to take notice of this, that men are not generally fuf-
ficiently aware of the diftinétion between the law of God
and his purpofe ; they are apt to fuppole, that as the tem-
per of the finner is contrary to the ene, fo the outrages of
the finner are able tc defeat the other ; than which nothing
can be more falie. The truth is plainly afferted, and
nobly exprefled by the Pfalmift in the text, ¢ Surely the
‘ wrath of man fhall praife thee ; the remainder of wrath
¢ fhalt thou reftrain.”

‘This plalm was evidently compoled as a fong of praife
for fome fignal vittory obtained, which was at the fame
time a remarkable deliverance from threatning danger.
‘The author was one or other of the later prophets, and
the occafion probably the unfuccefsful aflault of Jerufalem,
by the army of Sennacheribking of Aflyria, in the days of
Hezekiah. Great was the infolence and boafting of his
generals and fervants againft the city of the living God,
as may be feen in the thirty-fixth chapter of Ifaiah. Yet
it pleafed God to deltroy their enemies, and, by his ewn
unmediate 1nterpofition, to grant them deliverance.

Therefore the Plalmift faysin the fifth and fixth verfes of
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* this plalm, “ The ftout hearted are fpoiled, they have

“ ﬂc t their fleep. None of the men of might have found
A thcxr hands. At thy rebuke, O Goad of Jacob! both the
4 ghariot and the horfe are caft into a deep fleep.” After
a few more remarks to the fame purpole, he draws the in-
ference, or makes the refletion in the text, ¢ Surely the
¢ wrath of man fhall praife thee ; the remainder of wrath
“ fhalt thou reftrain : which may be paraphraled thus,
The fury and injuftice of oppreflors, fhall.bring in a tri-
bute of praile to thee; the influence of thy rightcous pro-
vidence thall be clearly difcerned ; the countenance and
fupport thou wilt give to thine own people thall be glori-
oufly illufirated ; thou fhalt fet the bounds which the bold-
¢lt cannot pafs. _
. I am {enfible, my brethren, that the time and occafion
of this pfalm, may feem to be in one refpect ill fuited to
the interefting circumftances of this country at prefent.
It was compofed after the vitory was obtained ; whereas
we are now but putting on the harnefs, and entering upon
an impertant conteft, the length of which it is impoflible
to forefee, and the iffue of which it will perhaps be thought
prefumption to foretell. But as the truth, with refpect to
God’s moral government, is the fame and unchangeable ;
as the ifiue, in the cafe of Sennacherib’s invafion, did but
lead the prephet to acknowledge it; our duty and intereit
confpire in calling upon us to improve it. And 1 have
cholen to infift upon it on this day of folemn humiliation,
as it will probably help us to a clear and explicit view of
what fhould be the chief fubject of our praycrs and endea-
vors, as well as the great objelt of our hope and truit, in
our prefent fituation.

The truth, then, afferted in this text, which I propofe
to illuftrats and imnprove, is,—That all the dilorderly
pafiions of men whether expofing the innocent to pri.
vate injury, or whether they arc the arrows of divine
judgment in public calamity, ihall, in the end, be to
the praife of God: Or, to apply it more particularly
to the prefent ftate of the Amevican Colonies, and the
Plague of war,— ¢ ‘T'he ambition of miftaken princes, the
cunirag ot ergelty oF oppe-ffive and corrupt miniflers,
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snd even the inhumanity of brutal foldiers, however
dreadful, fhall finally promote the glory of God, and in
the mean time, while the ftorm continues, his mercy
snd kindnefs fhall appear in prefcribing bounds to theit
rage and fury.

In difcourfing of this fubjet, it is my intentio
through the affiftance of divine grace, |

I. To point out to you in fome particulars, how th¢
wrath of man praifes God.

II. To apply thefe principles to our prefent fituation,
by inferences of truth for your inftru&tion and comfort,
and by {uitable exhortations to duty in the important
crifis.

In the first place, I am to point out to you in fome
particulars, how the wrath of man praifes Ged. I fayin
some inftances, becaule it is far from being in my power,
either to mention or explain the whole. There is an un.
fearchable depth in the divine counfels, which it is im-
poflible for us to penetrate. It is the duty of every good
man to place the moft unlimited confidence in divine
wifdom, and to believe that thofe meafures of providence
that are moft unintelligible to him, are yet planned with
the fame fkill, and directed to the fame great purpofes ag
others, the reafon and tendency of which he can explain
in the cleareft manner. But where revelation and expe-
rience enables us to difcover the wifdom, equity, or mer-
cy of divine providence, nothing can be more delightful
or profitable to a ferious mind, and therefore I beg your
attention to the following remarks. o

In the firft place, the wrath of man praifes God, as it
is an example and illuftration of divine truth, and clearlv
points ont the corruption of our nature, which is the foun
dation {tone of the dofirine of redemption. Nothing
can be more abfolutely neccflary to true religion, than a
clear and full convition of the finfulnefs of our nature
aud ftate.  Without this there can be neither repentance
in the finner, nor humility in the believer. W ithout this
all that is faid in fcripture of the wifdom and mercy of
God, in providing a Saviour, is without force and with-
out meaning. Julily does our Saviour fay, “ The whole
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¢ have no need of a phyfician, but thofe that are fick. 1
¢ came not to call the righteous but finners to repentance.”
Thofe who are not fenfible that they are finners, will treat
every exhortation te repentance, and every offer of mer-
¢y, with difdain or defiance,

But where can we have a more affefting view of the
corrupiion of ~ur nature, than in the wrath of man, when
exerting itfelf in oppreflion, cruelty, and blood. It muft
be owned, indeed, that this truth: is abundantly manifeft in
times of the greateft tranquillity. Others may, if they
pleafe, treat the corruption of our nature as a chimera:
for my part, I fee it every where, and I feel it every day.
All the diforders in human fociety, and the greateft part
even of the unhappinefs we are expoled to, arifes from the
envy, malice, covetoufnefs, and other lults of man. 1f
we and all about us were juft what we ought to be inaall
refpeCts, we thould not need to go any further for heaven,
for it would be upon earth., But war and violence pre-
fent a fpeQacle, ftill mere awful. How affecting is it to
think, that the luft of domination fhould be fo violent and
univerfal ? That men fhould fo rarely be fatisfied with
their own pofleflions and acquifitions, or even with the
.benefit that would arife from mutual fervice, but fthould
look upon the happinefs and tranquillity of others, as an
obftruction to their own. That, as if the great law of na-
ture, were not enough, ¢ Duft thou art; and to duft thou
“ thalt return,” they fhould be lo furioufly fet for the de-
ftruftion of each other. It is thocking to think, fince the
firt murder of Abel by his brother Cain, what havock has
beer made of man by man in every age. What is it that
fills the pages of hiftory, but the wars and contentions of
princes and empires ! What vaft numbers has lawlefs am.
bition brought into the field, and delivered as a prey to the
deftruitive fword ? . |

If we dwell a little upon the circumitances, they become
deeply affetting. The mother bears a child with pain,
rears liim by the laborious attendance ol many years; yet
in the prime of life, in the vigor of health, and bloom of
beauty, in a moment he is cut down by the dreadful in-
fruments of death. ¢ Lvery batile of the warrior is with
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“ confufed noife, and garments rolled in blood ;” but the
horror of the {cene is not confined to the ficld of flaughter.
Few go there unrelated, or fall unlamented; in every
hoftile encounter, what muit be the impreflion upon the
relations o* the deceafed ? The bodies of the dead can only
be {een, or the cries of the dying heard for a fingle day,
but many days thall not put an end to the mourning of
a parent for a beloved fon, the joy and fupport of hig
age, or of the widow and helplefs oftspring for a father, ta.
ken away in the tulinefs of health and vigor.

But it this may be juftly faid of all wars between man
and man, what 1hall we be able to {ay that is 1uitable to the
abhorred {cene of civil war between citizen and citizen ?
How- deeply afiecting is it, that thofe who are the fame in
complexion, the fame in blood, in language, and in religi.
on, thould, notwithftanding, butcher one another with un-
relenting rage, and glory in the deed ! That men fhould
lay wafte the fields ot their fellow fubjetts, with whole pro-
vifion they themlelves had been often fed, and coniume
with devouring fire thole houfes, in which they had often
tound a hofpitable fhelter.

Thele things are apt to overcome a weak mind with
fear, or overwhelm it with forrow, and in the greateft
number are apt to excite the higheft indignation, and kin-
dle up a {pirit of revenge. If this laft has no other ten.
dency than to direét and invigorate the mealfures of felf-
defence, I do not take upon me to blame it, on the con:
trary, 1 call it neceflary and laudable.

But what I mean at this time to prove by the preceding
refletions, and with to imprefs on your minds, is the
depravity of our mature. Jamesiv. 1. * From whence come
“ wars and iighting among you, come they not hence even
“ from your lufts that war in your members.” Men of
lax and corrupt principles, take great delight in {peaking
to the praile of human nature, and extolling its dignity,
without diftinguithing what it was, at its firft creation,
from what it is in its prefent fallen ftatc. Thefe fine {pe-
cuiations are very grateful toa world!y mind. They are al-
fo much more pernicious fo uncautious and unthinking
youth, thaneven the temptations to a diffolute and feniu-
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al life, againft which they are fortified by the diates of
patural conftience, and a lenfe of public thame. But I
appeal from thefe vifionary reafonings to the hiftory of all
ages, and the inflexible teftimony of daily experience.
Thefe will tell us what men have been in their pratice,
and from thence you may judge what they are by nature,
while unrenewed. If I am not miftaken, a cool and can-
did attention, either to the paft hiitory, or prefent {tate of
the world, but above all, to the ravages of lawlefs power,
ought to humble us in the duft. It fhould at once lead us
to acknowledge the jult view given us in fcripture, of our
loft ttate ; to defire the happy influence of renewing grace
each for ourfelves ; and to long for the domiiiion of righte-
oufnefs and veace, when * men fhall beat their fwords
“ into plow fhares, and their {pears into pruning hooks ;
“ when nation {hall not lift up {word againft nation, nei-
“ ther fhall they learn war any more.”*  Mice: iv. 3.

* 1 cannot elp émbracing this oppdrtunity of making a remark or
two upon a virulent reflection thrown out againit this doltrine in &
well known. pampllet, Common Sense.  “I'he anthor of that work ex=
preifes himfelt thuss % If the firlt king of any countiy was by elec-
“ion, that likewife cftablifhes a precedent for thz next; fur to fay,
“ that the right of all future generations is taken away, by the act of
% the drft electors, in their thoice not only of a king, but of a family
“of kings forever, hath o parallel in or out of fcripture, but che
“ ductrine of original fin, which fuspofes the free will of all men loft
“in Adam; and from fuch comvarifon, and it will admit of no
“ other, hereditary fucceflion can derive rio glory. For as in Adam
“all finned, and as in the firft electors ail men obeyed ; as in the one
“all mankind were fubjecied to Satan, and in the other to fovereign-
“ty ; as our innocence was loft in the fizflt, and our authority in the
“lalt; and as both difable us froni re-allumng fone former ftate and
“ privilegé, it unanfwerably follows that original fin and hereditary
“ fucceflion are parallels. Dithonorable rank ! Inglorious connection !
“ Yet the molt {ubtle fophift cannot produce a jufter fimile.”* Witk
out the thadow of realoning, he is plealed to reprefent the dorive of
originul fin as an objeét of contempt or abhorrence. I ber leave to
demur a little to the candory the prudence, and the justice of this pre- .
ceeding,

1. Was it modest or caadid for a perfon without name or characs
tery to talk in this fupercilicus manner of a do&riue that kas been eft

* Common Sensey page v1. Bradfudd's Edition:

Vou 1L g F
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2. The wrath of man praifeth God, us ic is the inflry.
ment in his hand for bringing finners to repentance, anc
for the correftion and improvement ot his own children,
W hatever be the nature of the affli¢tion with which he
vifits either perfons, families, or nations ; whatever be the
difpofition or intention of thofe whofe malice he employs
as a fcourge, the defign on his part is, to rebuke men for
iniquity, to bring them to repentance, gnd to promote
their holinefs and peace. The falutary nature, and fanc.-
tifying influence of affliCtion in general, is often taken no-
tice of in fcripture, both as making « part of the purpofe of
God, and the experience of his faints. Heb. xii. 11,
« Now, no afllition for the prefent feemeth to be joyous,
“ but grievous: Neverthelefs afterwards it yieldeth the
« peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them, which are ex.

poufed and defended by many of the greateft and beft men that the
world ever faw, ard makes an effential part of the eftabiithed Creeds
and Confeflions of all the Protefltant churches without exception? 1
thought the grand modern plea had been freedom of fentiment, and
charitable thoughts of one another.  Are fo many of us, then, beyond
the reachof this gentleman’s charity ! I do affure him that fuch pre-
fumption and felf-confidence are no recummendation to me either of
his charadter or fentiments. '

2. Was it prudent, when be was pleading a public caufe, to fpeak
in fuch opprobrious terins of a doétrine, which he knew or ought to
have known was believed and profefled by, I fuppofe, a great majority
of very different denominations. Is this gentleman ignorant of hu-
man nature, as well as an enemy to the Chriftian faith ¢  Are men
1o little tenacious of their religious fentiments, whether true or falfe !
‘The prophet thought otherwife, who (aid, Zlutdh a nation changed their
gods which yet are no gods?  Was it the way to obtain the favor of
the public, to defpife what they hold facred? Or fhall we fuppofe this
author fo altonifhingly ignorant, as to think that all men now, whofe
favor ie worth afking, have given up the doéirine of the New Tefta-
ment. If he does, he is greatly miftaken,

3. In fine, I afk, where was the justice of this proceeding ? Is
there fo little to be faid for the doctrine of original fin, thatitisnot to
be refuted, but defpifed ! Is the ftate of the world fuch, as to render
this doétrine not only falle, but incredible ! Has the fruit been of fuch
a quality as to exclude all doubts of the goodnefs of the tree? On the
contrary, I cannst help being of opinion, that {uch has been the vifible
flate of the werld in every age, as cannot bz accounted for on any
other principlesy than what we learn from the word of God, that tbe
imagination of the beart of man is only evil from bis youth, and that
continuallys  Gen vie §e==viile 314
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« ercifed thereby.” But what we are parttcularlv led to
obferve by the fubje& of this difcourfe is, that the wrath
of man, or the violence of the oppreflor praifeth God in
this refpect ; for it has a peculiar tendency to alarm the
fecure confcience, to convince and humble the obitinate
finner. 'This is plain from the nature of the thing, and
from the teftimony of experience. Public calamities,
particularly the deftroying fword, is fo awful that it cannot
but have a powerful influence in leading men to confider
the prefence and the power of God. It threatens them
rot only in themielves, but touches them in all that is
dear to them, whether relations or pofleflions. The pro-
phet Ifaiah fays, If. xxvi. 8, 9. * Yea, in the way of thy
“ judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee, —for
“ when thy judgment« are in the earth, the inhabitants of
“ the world will learn righteoulnefs.” He cenfiders it as
the moft powerful mean of alarming the fecure and fubdu-
ing the obftinate. If. xxvi. 11. ¢ Lord when thy hand is
“ lifted up, they will not {ee, but they fhall fee and be
“ athamed for their envy at the people, yea the fire of
“ thine enernics fhail devour them.” 1t is alfo fometimes
renrefented as a {5 mptomn of a Liopelefs and trrecoverable
ﬁate when public judgments have no effect. 'Thus fays
the prophet Jeremiah, Jer. v. 3. “ O Lord, are not thine
“ eyes upon the truth ? thou haft firicken them, but they
“ have not grieved; thou haft confumed them, but they have
“ refufed to receive corretion : they have made their fa-
‘“ ces harder than a rock, they have refufed to return.”
We can eafily fee in the hiftory of the children of ifrael,
how fevere firokes brought them to fubmiflion and peni-
tence. Pl.1xxviil. 34,35. * When he flew them, then they
“ fouoht him, and they returned and inquired early after
“God, and they remembered that Ged was their rock,
“and the high God their redeemer.”

Both nations in general, and private perfons are apt to
grow remifs and lax in a time of profperity and feeming
fecurity ; but when their earthly comforts are endangere.
or withdrawn, it lays them under a kind of mccf’ltv to
feek for fomething bettor in their place. Men mufl ...
comlort from one quaiter or, atiother.  When earthly
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things are in a pleafing and promifing condition, too ma-
ny are aptto find their reft, and be fatisfied with them
as their only portion. But when the vanity and paffing
nature of all created comfort is difcovered, they are com.-
pelled to look for fomething more durable as w eli as valn.
able. What therefore, can be more to the praife of God,
than that when a whole people have forgotten tie'r 1clting
place, when they have abufed their privileges, a::d delpi-
fed their mercies, tiey fhould by diftrels and iudierivie be
made to hearken to the vod, and return to tueir duiv,

There is an mexpreflible cpth and variety in the juds.
ments of God, as in all his other works : but we may lay
down this as a certain principle, that ii ihere were no i,
there could be no fuffering. T'herefore they are certainly
for the corre&ion of fin, or for the trial, 1Wllufiration, ard
perfelting of the grace and virtue ¢f his own people. We
are not to {fuppofe, that thofe who fufler molt, or who fuf,
fer fooneft, are therefore more criminal than others. Cur
Saviour himf{cli thought it necefiary to give a caution againft
this rafh conclufion, ag we are inlormed by the evangelift
Luke, Luke xiii. 1. ¢ There were prefent at that feafon
¢ {fome that told him of the Galileans, whofe blood Filate
¢ had mingled with their facrifices. And Jefus anfwering
“ {aid unto them, Suppole ve that thefc Galileans were
“ finners above all the Galilezms, becau’e they fuiiered
“ fuch things, i tell you suy, but except ye repent, ye
“ fhall all likewife perith.” . uppoﬁ we may fay with
{uficient warrant, that it often hap pens, that thofe for
whom Gad hath deﬁ« s of the oreateil n*crc's, are firft
brought to the trial, that they y may enjoy in due time, the
ialum} eifet of the unpalatobte mcdm ine.

1 muft alfo take leave to oblerve, and I Lope no pious
humble fulierer wiil be unwilling to mzke the application,
that there is often a difcernible mixture of foverignty and
righteouinefs in providential difpenfations. 1t is the pre-
rogative of God to do wliat he will with his own, but he
often difplays Lis juftice itfels, by t'nro"ci'w into the furnace
thofe, who, though thcy may not be vifibly worfe than
others, may yet have more to anfwer for, as having been
favored with more diftinguifhed privileses, both civil and
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ffered. It 1s impoffible for us to make a juft and full com-
parifon of the charatter either of perfons or nations, and
it would be extremely foolith for any to attempt it, either
for increafing their own fecurity, or impcaching the juftice
of the Supreme Ruler.  Let us therefore neither forget the
truth, nor go beyond it. ¢ His mercy fills the earth.”
He is alfo * known by the judgment which he executeth.”
The wrath of man in its moft tempeftuous rage, fulfills his
will, and finally promotes the good of his chofen.

3. The wrath of man praifeth God, as he fets bounds
to it, or reftrains i1t by his providence, and fometimes
makes it evidently a mean of promoting and ‘illuftratin
his glory. o

There is na part of divine providence inwhich a great-
er beauty and majefty appears, than when the Almighty
Ruler turns the councils of wicked men into confufion,
and makes: them militate againft themfelves. If the
plalmift may be thought to have had a view in this text to
the truths illuftrated in the two former. obfervaticiis, there
is no doubt at all that he had a particular view to this,as he
fays in the latter part of the verfe, ¢ the remainder of wrath
fhalt thou reftrain.” The fcripture abounds with inftan-
ces, in which the defigns of oppreflors were either wholly
difappointed, or in execution fell far thort of the malice of
their intention, and in fome they turned out to the honor
and happinefs of the perfons or the p:onle, whom they
were intended to deftroy. We have an inftance of the
firlt of thefe in the hiftory to which my text relates.*
We have alfo an inflance in Efther, in which the moft
miichievous defigns of Han:an, the fon of Hamedatha the
Agagite againft Mordecai the Jew, and the nation from
which he fprung, turned out at laft to his own deftruétion,
the honor of Mordecai, and the falvation and peace of his
people.

From the New Teftament I will make choice of that
memorable event on which the fulvation of believers in
every age refts as its foundation, the death and {ufierings
of the Son of God. This the great adverfary and all his

* The matter is fully ftated and reafored upon by the pro het
Tfaiah ch. % from the sth to the 19th verfe.
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agents and inftruments prefecuted with unrelenting rage,
When they had blackened him with flander, when they
fcourged him with thame, when they had condemned him
in judgment, and nailed him to the crofs, how could they
help efteeming their victory complete 2 But oh the un.
fearcheable wildom of God! they were but perfefting the
great defign laid for the falvation of finners. Our blefled
Redeemer by his death finifhed his work, overcame
principalities and powers, and made a thew of them
openly, triumphing over them in his crofs. With how
much juftice do the apoftles and their company offer thiy
doxology to God, * They lift up their voice with one ac-
‘¢ cord, and faid, l.ord thou art God which haft made hea.
¢ ven and earth, and the fea, and all that in them is;
“ Who by the mouth of thy fervant David haft faid, Why
“did the Heathen rage, and the people imagine vain
“things. The kings of the earth ftood up, and the rulers
‘ were gathered together againft the Lord, and againft his
“ Chrift. For of a truth, againft thy holy Child Jefus,
“ whom thou haft anointed both Hered and Pontius Pi.
“ late, with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael were
“ gathered together, for to do whatfoever thy hand and thy
¢ couniel determined before to be donz.” Aéls iv. 24. 28.

In all after ages in conformity to this, the deepeft laid
contrivances of the prince of darknefs, have turned out to
the confufion of their author; and I know not, but con.
fidering his malice and pride, this perpetual difappoint-
ment, and the fuperiority of divine wifdom, may be one
great fource of his fuffering and torment. The crofs
hath ftill been the banner of truth, under which it hath
been carried througi the world. Perfecution has been
but as the furnace to the gold to purge it of its drofs, to
manifeft its purity, and increafe its luftre. It was taken
notice of very early, that the blood of the martyrs was the
fced of chriftianity ; the more abundantly it was fhed, the
more plentifully did the harveft grow.

So certain has this appeared, that the moft violent in-
fidels, both of early and later azes, have endeavored to ac-
count for it, and have obferved that there is a {pirit of ob-
ftinacy in man wbhich inclines him to refift violence, and
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that feverity doth but increafe oppofition, be the caufe
what it will. They fuppofe that perfecution is equally
proper to propagate truth and error. This though in
part true, will by no means generally hold. Suchan ap-
preheniion however gave occafion to a glerious trinmph
of divine providence of an oppofite kind, which I muit
fhortly relate to you. One of the Roman emperors, Ju-
lian, furnamed the apoftate, perceiving how impoflible it
was to fupprefs the gofpel by violence, endeavored to ex-
tinguifk: it by negleét and {com. He left the Chriftians un-
molefted for fometime, but gave all manner of encourage-
ment to thofe of oppofite principles, and particularly to
the Jews, out of hatred to the Chriftians; and that he
might bring public difgrace upon the Galileans, as he af-
feCted to flile them, he encouraged the Jews to rebuild the
temple of Jerufalem, and vifibly refute the prophecy of
Chrift, that it thould lie under perpetual defelation. But
this profane attempt was fo fignally fruftrated, that it
ferved as much as any one circumftance to fpread the
glory of our Redeemer, and eftablith the faith of his faiuts.
It is afirmed by fome ancient authors, particularly by
Ammianus Marcellinus, a heathen hiftorian, that fire
came out of the earth and confuried the workmen when
laying the foundation. But in whatever way it was pre.-
vented, it isbeyond all controverfy, from the concurring
teftimony of Heathens and Chriftians, that little or no
progrefs was ever made in it, and that in a fhort time, it
was entirely defeated.
It is proper here to obferve that at the time of the re-
farmation, when religion began to revive, nothing contri-
"ted more to facilitate its reception, and increale its pro-
grefs than the violence of its perfecutors. 'Their cruelty
and the patience of the fufferers, naturally difpofed men
to examine and weigh the caufe to which they adhered
with fo much conftancy and refolution. At the fame
time alfo, when they were perfecuted in one city, they
fled to another, and carried the difcoveries of Papith fraud
to every part of the world. It was by {ore of thofe wha
were perlecuted in Germany, that the light of the reforma-
tion was brought fo early into Britain,
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The power of divine providence appears with the moft

diftinguithed lufire, when finall and inconfiderable cir-
cumitances, and fometimes, the weather and {eafons have
dlefeated the molt formidable armaments, and fruftrated
the belt concerted expeditions. Near two hundred years
ago, the monarchy of Spain was in the height of its power
and glory, and determined to crufh the intereft of the re.
formation. They fent out a powertul armament againit
Britain, giving it oftentatioufly, and in my opinion pro-
fanely, the¢ name of the Invincible Armada. But it
plealed God fo entirely to difcomfit it by tempelts, that a
imall part ot it returned home, though no Britifh force had
been oppoted toit at all.
- We have a remarkable inftance of the influence of
fmall circumitances in providence in the Englifh hiftery.
‘The two moft remarkeable perfons in the civil wars, had
earncitly defired to withdraw themielves from the conten.
tions of the tiines, Mr. Hampden and Oliver Cromwell.
They had attually taken their paflage in a fhip for New-
England, when by an arbitrary order of council they were
compelled to remain at home. The confequence of this
was, that one of them was the foul of the republican op-
pofition to ronarchical ufurpation during the civil wars,
and the other in the courfe of that conteft, was the great
inftrument in bringing the tyrant to the block.

‘The only other hiftorical remark I am to make, is, that
the violent perfecution which many eminent Chriftians
met with in England from their brethren, who called
themfelves Proteftants, drove them in great numbers to a
diltant part of the world, where the light of the gofpel
and true religion were unknown. Some of the Ameri-
can {ettlements, particularly thofe in New-England, were
chiefly made by them; and as they carried the know-
ledge of Chrift to the dark places of the earth, fo they
continue themfelves in as great a degree of purity of
faith, and {tri€inefs of prattice, or rather a greater than is
to be found in any proteftant church now in the world.
Does not the wrath of man in this inftance praife God?
Was not the acculer of the brethren, who {tirs up their
encmics, thus taken in his own crafinefs, and his king*
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dom fhaken by the very means which he employed to
eftablith it.*

II. T proceed now to the fecond general head, which
was to apply the principles illultrated above to our pre-
{ont fituation, by inferences of truth for your inftru&ion
and comfort, and by fuitable exhortations to duty in this
important erifis. And,

In the firft place, I would take the opportunity on this
occafion, and from this fubjeét, to prefs every hearer to a
fincere concern for his own foul’s falvation. There are
times when the mind may be expeted to be more awake
to divine truth, and the confcience more open to the ar-
rows of convittion than at others. A feafon of public
" judgment is of this kind, as appears from what has been.
already faid. That curiofity and attention at leaft are
raifed in fome degree is plain from the unufval throng of
this aflembly. Can you have a clearer view of the finful.
nefs of your nature, than when the rod of the oppreflor is
lifted up, and when you fee men putting on the habit of
the warrior, and colle€ting on every hand the weapons of
hoftility and inftruments of death? I do not blame your
ardor in preparing for the refolute defence of your terr
poral rights. But confider I befeech you, the truly infi.
nite importance of the falvation of your fouls. Is it of
‘much moment whether you and your children fthall be
fich or poor, at liberty orin bonds ? Is it of much moment
whether this beautiful country fhall increafe in fruitfulnefs
from year to year being cultivated by aétive induftry, and
poflefled by independent freemen, or the fcanty produce
of the negle&ted fields fhall be eaten up by hungry pub.
licans, while the timid owner trembles at the tax gather-
ers approach? And is it of lefs méoment my brethren,
whether you fhall be the heirs of glory or the heirs of hell 2

* Left this fhould be thought a temporifing compliment to the
people of New-England, who have been the firft fuflcrers in the pre-
?cnt contefty and- have fet £5 noble an example of invincible fortitude,
In withltanding the violence of oppreflion, T think it proper to obferve
that she whole paragraph is copied from a fermon on Plal. Ixxiv 22,
prepared and peeached in $cotiand, in the wonth of Auguft, 1~58;

Vor. IT. 3 G
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Is your flate on carthi for a fow flecting years of fo much
moment £ And is it of ,Js moment, what fhall be your
i'mtv through endleis a-cs 7 Have you aflembled together
willingly to hear what il be faid on public affairs, and
to join in unploring the blefling of God on the councils
and arms of the united colenies, and can you be uncon.
cerned, what fthall become of you for ever, when all the
monuments of human greatnefs thall be laid in afhes, for
“ the carth izse/f and all the works that are therein fhall
“ be burnt up.”

Wherelore iy beloved hearers, as the miniftry of re-
conciliation is coximiiied to me, I beleech youin the moft
earneft manner, to attend to ¢ the things that belong to
“ your peace, before they are hid from your eyes.” How
foon and in what manner a feal il Le fet wpon the cha.
rafter and ftate of every perfon bere prefent, it is impolfi-
ble to know ; for he who only can know does not think
proper to reveal it. Eut you may reft aflured that
there 1s no time mors fuitable, and there is none fo
fafe as that which is prefent, fince it is wholly uncer-
tain whether any other fhall bs yours. Thofe who
fhall firft fall in battle, have not many more warnings to
receive. There are fome few daring and hardened fin-
ners who deipile cternity itfelf, and fet their IMaker at de-
fiance, but the far grcater number by ftaving off their
conviflions to a more convenient feafon, have been taken
unprepared, and thus eternally loft. I would thercfere
earneftly prefs the r._{ oftles e\horfmon, » Cor. vi. 1, 2.
“ We then, zs workers tegether with him, befeech you
« alfo, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: For
¢ he faith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in
“ the day of {alvation have I fuccoured thee: Behold, now
“ is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of {alvatlon.

Suffer me to belocch you, or rather to give you warning
not to reft futiviied with a form of godiinels, denying the
power thereol. “Lhizre canbe no true religion, till there
be a dilcovery oi your loft flate by nature and practtice,
and an unfeigued acceptance of Chrift Jefus, as he is offer-
ed in the gofpel. Unhappy they who either defpife his
mercy, or are alhamed of his crofs | Delieve it, ¢ there is no
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« falvation in any other. There is no other name under
« heaven given among{t men by which we muft be faved.”
Unlefs you are united to him by a lively faith, not the re-
fantment of a haughty monarch, but‘the {fword of divine
juftice hangs over you, and the fulnefs of divine ven-
geance fhall {peedily overtake you. I do not fpeak this
only to the heaven daring profligate, or grovelling fen-
fualift, but to every infenfible fecure finner; to all thole
however decent and orderly in their civil deportment,
who live to themlelves and have eir part and portion
in this life ; in fine to all who are yer ina flate of nuture,
for * except a man be born agnin, he cannot fee the
“ kingdom of God.” ‘ihe frar of man may make you
hide your profanity; prudence and experietce may make
you abher intemperarice and riot; as you adva.ice in
life, one vice may fuppiant anotlier aud bold s plice;
but nothing lefs than the fovereign grace of God can pro-
duce a {uving charge of heart and «mper, or it you for
his immediate prefence.

2. From what has been faid upon this fubjet, you may
fee what ground there is to give piaile to God for his fa-
vors already beftowed on us, refpe@ing the public caufe,
It would be a criminal inattention not to cblerve the fin-
gular interpofition cf providence Litnerto, in belalf of thie
American colonies. It is however impotiible for me 1 3
fingle difcourfe, as well as improper at this time to go
througn every ftep of our palt tranfatioiis, I muft theve-
fore content myfelf with a few remarks. How many dif-
coveries have oeen rade of the defigns of enemies in Bri-
tain and among ourlelves, in a manner as unexpefled to
- us as to them, and in fuch feafon as to prevent their effeét ?
What “wrprifing fuccefs has attended our encounters in
almolt every infiance ? Has not the boafted difciple of re-
gular and vetsran foldiers been turicd into confufion and
difinay, before the!new and miziden courage of freemen, in
defence of theirproperty and right ? In what yreat mercy
has blood been fpared on the fide of this injured country ?
Some important victorics in the fouth have beeun pairicd
with {o little lofs, that enemies will probably think it Lag
been diffembled ; as many, even of curfelves thought, 1l
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time rendered it undeniable. But thefe were compara.
tively of fmall moment. The fignal advantage we have
gained by the evacuation of Bofton, and the fhameful
flight of the army aud navy of Britain, was brought about
without the lofs of a man. ‘T'oall this we may add, that
the counfels of our enemies have been vifibly confounded,
fo that I believe I may fay with truth, that there is hard.
ly any flep which they have taken, but it has operated
ftrongly againit themielves, and been more in our favor,
than if they had followed a contrary courfe.

While we give praife to God the fupreme difpofer of
all events, for his interpofition in our behalf, let us guard
againft the dangerous error of trufting in, or boalting of
an arm of fleth. I could earneftly wifh, that while our
arms are crowned with fuccefs, we might content our-
felves with a modeit afcription of it to the power of the
Higheft. It has given me great uneafinefs to read fome
oftentatious, vaunting expreilions in our news papers,
though happily I think, much reftrained of late. Let us
not return to them again. If I am not miftaken, not only
the holy {criptures in general, and the truths of the glori.
ous gofpel in particular, but the whole courfe of providence
feems intended to abafe the pride of man, and lay the
vain-glorious in the duft. How many inftances does hifs
tory furnith us with of thofe who after exulting over, and
defpifing their enemies, were fignally and fhamefully de- -
feated.™ The truth is, I believe, the remark may be ap-
plied univerfally, and we may fay, that through the whole
frame of nature, and the whole fyftem of human life, that
which promifes moft, performs the leaft. 'The flowers of
fineft colour feldom have the fweeteft fragrance. The
trees of quickeft groweth or faireft form, are feldoin of
the greateft value or duration. Deep waters move with
leaft noife. Men who think moft are feldom tulkative,
And I think it holds as much in war as in any thing, that
every boafter is a coward,

* There is no ftory better known in Britifh hiflory, than that the
officers of the French army the night preceding the battle of Agwie
court, played at dice for Englifh prifoners before they tock them, and
the next day were taken by them,
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Pardor. me, my brethren, for infifting fo much upon
thig, which may feem but an immaterial circumftance,
It is in my opinion of very great moment. I look upon
oftentation and confidence to be a fort of outrage upon
Providence, and when it becomes general, and infufes it-
{elf into the {pirit of a people, it is a forerunner of deftruc-
tion. How does Goliah the champion, armed in a moft
formidable manner, exprefs his di{dain of David the ftrip-
ling with his {ling and his ftone. 1Sam.xvii. 42,43,44,45.
“ And when the Philiftine looked about and faw David,
“he difdained him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy,
“ and of a fair countenance. And the Philiftine faid unto
“ David, Am I a dog, that thou comeft to me with ftaves ?
“ And the Philiftine curfed David by his gods, and the
“ Philiftine faid to David, come to me, and I will give
“ thy flefh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beafts of
“ the field.” But how juft and modeft the reply ? ¢ Then
“ faid David to the Philiftine, thou comeft to me with a
“ fword and with a fpear, and with a thield, but I come
“ unto thee in the name of the Lord of hofts, the God of
“ the armies of Ifrael, whom thou haft defied.” T was
well pleafed with a remark of this kind thirty years ago
in a pamphlet,* in which it was obierved, that there was
agreat deal of profanc oftentation in the names given to
fhips of war, as the Viftory, the Valiant, the Thunderer,
the Dreadnought, the Terrible, the Firebrand, the Fur-
nace, the Lightning, the Infernal. and many more of the
fame kind. This the author confidered as a fymptom &;
the national charafter and manners very unfavorable, and
not likely to obtain the blefling of the God of Heaven.+

* Britain’s Remembrancer.

t I am fenfible that one or two of thefe were fhips taken from the
French, which brought their names witk them. But the greateil number
had their names impofed in Englai.d,and I cannot help obferving, that
the Vittory often celebrated as the fineft fhip ever built in Britain, was
bftin the night withsue a florm, by fome unknown accident, and
about twelve hundred perfons, many of them of the firlt families in the
nation, were buried with it in the deep. I do not mean to infer any
thing from this, but, that we ought to live under the prattical perfua-
fion of what no man will dodrinally deny, that there is no warring
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3. From what has been faid you may l+arn what en.
eouragement you have to put your truft in God; and hope
for his affitance in the prefent important confliCt. He
is the Lord of hofts, great in might, ard ftreng in battle,
Whoever hath his ecuntenance and appiovation, fhall
have the beftat laft. I do not mean to fpeak propheti-
cally, but agreeably to the analogy cf faith, and the prin.
ciples of God’s moral government. Scme have obferved
that truc religion, and in her train dominion, riches,
litciatuce, and arts, have taken their courfe in a {low and
eradual manner, from calt to welt fince the earth was fet-
tled aflter the flood, and from thence forebode the future
glory of America. Ileave thisas a matter rather of con.
jglure than certainty, but obferve, that ir your caufe is
juft,—if your principles are pure,—and il vour condut
is prudent, you need not fear the multitude of oppofing
hofts. »

If your caufe is juft—you may look with confidence to
the Lord and intreat him to plcad it as his own.  You are
all my witnefles, that this is the firft time of my introdu.
cing any political {ubject into the pulpiit. At this {cafon
however, it is not cnly lawful Lut neceflary, and I wil.
lingly embrace the opportunity of declaring my opinion
without any hefitation, that the caufe in which Ameriea
is now in arms, is the caufe of juftice, of liberty, and of
buman nature. So far as we Lave hitherto proceeded, I
am fatisficd that the confederacy of the colonies, has not
bean the eficét of pride, refentment, or fedition, but of
a deep and general conviclion, that our civil and religious
liberties, and confzquently in a great meafure the tempo.
ral and eternal Lappinefs of us and our pofterity depended
on the iffuc.  The knowledre of God and his truths have
from the beginning of the world been chiefly, if not en-

ircly confined to thefe puirts of the earth, where fome de-
rree of liberty and politice! juftice were to be feen, and
great were the difficulties with whicli they had to firuggle

with the elements, or Ilm who dire&s their force; that he is able to
write difappointent on the wifeft human {chemes, and by the word of
B power W feuflrate the efforts of the greatel monareh upon carths

-
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from the imperfe&tion of human fociety, and the unjuft
decifions of ufurped authority. ‘I'here is not a fingle in--
flance in hiftory in which civil liberty was loft, and re-
ligious liberty preferved entire. If therefore we yield up
our temporal property, we at the fame time deliver the
conicience into bondage.

You fhall i:ot, my brethren, hear from me in the pul.
pit, what you have never heard from me in conver.
fation, I mean railing at the king perfonally, or even his
minifters and the parliament, and people of Eritain, as
fo many barbarous [avages. Many of their altions have
probably been werfe thar their intentions. That they
fhould defire unlimited dominion if they can obtain or pre-
ferve it, is neither new nor wonderful. I do not refufe
ubmiflion to thelr univfi claims, Lecaufe they arc cor-
rupt or profligate, aithough probably many of them are
fo, but becaufe thzy are men, and therefore liable to all
the felfith biss infeparable from human nature. I call
this claim unjuit of making laws to bind us in all cafes
whatfoever, becsvle they are {eparated from us, indepen-
dent of us, and have au iatereft in oppoling us. Would
any man who could prevent it, give up his eftate, perfon,
and family, to the difppfal of his neighbor, although he
had libercy to chufe the wifeft and the teflt malter 2 Sure-
lynot. 'This is the true and proper hinge of the contro-
verly between Great-Britain and America. It is however
to be added, that fuch is their diftance from us, that a
wife and prudent adminiftration of our affairs is as impof-
fible as the claim of authority is unjuft. Such is and
nuft be their ignorance of tne ftate of things here, fo
much time muli elaniz before an error can be feen and
remedied, and fo much injuftice and partiality mult be ex-
peted from the aits and mifreprcfentation of interefted
perfons, that for thefe colonies to depend wholly upon the
legiflature of Great-Britain, would be like many cther
oppreflive connexions, injury to the mafter, and ruin to
the flave.

The manazement of the war itfell on their part, would
furnifh new proof of this, if any were needful.  Js it not
manifeft with what abfurdity and impropricty ticy have
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conducted their own defigns ? We had nothing {o much
to fear as diflenfion, and they have by wanton and un.-
neceflary crue,lty forced us into union. At the fame time
to let us fee what we have to expeft, and what would be
the fatal confequence of unliinited fubmiffion, they have
uniformly called thofe alts Len:iy, which filled this whole
continent with refentment and horror. The ineffable dif-
dain exprefled by our fellow fubjelt, in faying, ¢ That
* he would not hearken to America, till the was at his
¢ feet, has armed more men, and infpired more deadly
rage, than could have been done by laying wafte a whole
province with fire and fword. Again, we wanted not
numbers, but time, and they fent over handful after hand.
ful, till we were ready to oppole a multitude greater than
they have to fend. In fine, if there was one place ftrong-
er than the reft, and more able and willing to refift, there
they made the attack, and left the others till they were du:
ly informed, completely incenfed, and fully furnithed with
every inftrument of war.

I mention thefe things, my brethren, not only as
grounds of confidence in God, who can eafily overthrow
the wifdom of the wife, but as decifive proofs of the impof-
fibility of thefe great and growimg ftates, being fafe and
happy when every part of their internal polity is depen-
dant on Great-Britain. If, on account of their diftance,
and ignorance of our fituation, they could not conduét their
own quarrel with propriety for cne year, Low can they
give direGtion and vigor to every department of our civil
conftitutions from age to age? There are fixed bounds to
every human thing. When the branches of a tree grow
very large and weighty thev fall off from the trunk. The
fharpeft fword will not pierce when it cannot reach. And
there is a certain diftance from the feat of government,
where an attempt to rule will either produce tyranny
and helplefs fubjection, or provoke refiltance and effet
a {eparation.

I have faid, if your principles are pure—The meaning
of this is, if vour prefent oppofiticn to the claims of the
Britith miniftry does not arile from a feditious and  turbu-
lent {pisit, or a wanton contempt of legal authority ; from
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& blind and faGious attachment to particular perfens or
parties ; or from a felfifh rapacious difpofition, and a de-
fire to turn public confufion to private profit—but from
a concern for the interelt of your country, and the fafety
of yourfelves and your pofterity.  On this {ubje¢t I can.
not help obferving, that though it would be a miracle if
there were not many {elfifh perfons among us, and difcove-
ries now and then made of mean and interefied tranfac-
tions, yet they have been comparatively inconfiderable
both in number and effe€t:  In general, there has been {o
great a degree of public fpirit, that we have much more
reafon to be thankful for its viger and prevalence, than to
wonder at the few appearances of difhonefly or difaffec-
tion. Itwouldve very uncandid to afcribe the univerfal
ardor that has prevailed among all ranks of men, and the
{pirited exertions in the moft diftant colonies to any thing
elfe than public {pirit. Nor was there ever perhaps in
hiftory {o general a commotion from which religious dif-
ferences have been {o entirely excluded. Nothing of this
kind has as yet been heard, except of late in the abfurd,
but malicious and deteftable attempts of our few remain-
ing eneiies to introduce them. At the fame time I muft
alfo for the honor or this country ebferve, that though go-
verniment in the ancient forms has been {o long unhinged,
and in fome colonies not fuflicient care taken to fubftitute
another in its place; yet has there been, by common
confent, a much greater degree of order and public peace,
than men of reflexion and experience foretold or expeét-
ed. From all thefe circumitainces I conclude favorably of
the principles of the friends of liberty, and do earneftly
exhort you to adopt and aét upon thofe which have been
deicribed, and refift the influeiice of cvery other.

Once more, if to the juftice of your caufe, and the puri-
ty of your principles, you add prudence in your conduct,
there will be the greatelt realon to hope, by the blefling of
God, for profperity and fuccefs. By prudence in con-
dulting this important ftruggle, I have chiefly in view
union, firmnefs, and patience. Every body mult per-
ceive the abfolute neceflity of union. It is indced in cve-

ry body’s mouth, and therefore inftead of attempting te
Vor. 11, 3 H
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convince you ofits importance, I will only caution you
a,,am‘tthc' ufual caufes of divifion. If perfons of eve
runk, . lead of implicily complying with the orders of
thole wvhom they themiclves have chofen to diredt, will
needs judge every mealure over again, when it comes to
be pnt in execution.  If different clafles of men intermiy
their little private views, or clafhing intereft with public
aflairs, and marfhal into parties, the merchant againit the
landholder, and the landholder againft the merchant, If
local provincial pride and Je‘dou&y arile, and you allow
vourlelves to fpeak with contempt of the courage, charac.
ter, manners, or even language of particular places, you
are doing a greater injury to the common caule, than you
are aware of.  If fuch pratices are admitted among us,
I fhall look upon it as one of the moft dangerous {y mp.
toms, and if they become general, a prefage “of approach-
ing ruin.

By firmnefs and patience, I mean a refolute adherence
to your duty, and laying your accc nt with many diffi.
culties as well as occafional difappointments. Ina for-
mer part of this dilcourfe, I have cautioned you againft
oltentation and vain glory. Be pleafed farther to obferve
that extremes often beget eone another, the fame perfons
who exult extravagantly on fuccefs, are generally moft
liable to defpondent timidity on every little inconfiderable
defeat. Men of this charaCter are the bane and coerruption
of ¢very lociety or party to which they belong, but they
are efpecially the ruin of an army if fuffered to continue
in it. Remember the viciflitude of human things, and
the ufuil courie of providence. How often has a juft
caule been reduced to the loweft ebb, and yet when
frmly adhcred to, bis beconie finally triumphant. |
{peak tius now wiile the affairs of the colonies are in fo
prolperous a ftate, leit tils profperity itfelf fhould render
you lefs uble to bear unexpected misiortuncs-—Lhe fum
oi the whole is, that tue blefling of God is only to be
looked for by thole: who are not wanting in the difcharge
of their own duty. 1 would neither lmve you to truft in
an arm of fleil), nor fit with tolded hands and expect that
miracles fhould be wrought in your defence.—This is
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#n which isin Scripture fliled tempting Ged. In op-
pofition to it, I would exhort youas Joab did the hoft of
l{racel, who, though he does not aprear to have had a {pot.
lefs charalter throughout, certainly in this inftance {poke
like a prudent general and a pious man. 2 Sam. x. 12.
« Be of good courage, and let us behave ourfelves valiantly
« for our people and for the cities of our God, and let the
“ Lord do that which is good in his fight.”

I {hall now conclude this difcourfe by fome exhorta.
tions to duty founded upon the truths, which have been
illuftrated above, and fuited to the interefting flate of this
country at the prefent time; and,

1. Suffer me to recommend to you an attention to the
public intereft of religion, or in other words, zeal for the
glory of God and the good of cthers. I have alreudy en.
deavored tc exhort finners to repentance, what I have
here in view is to point out to you the concern which
every good man ought to take in the national charaéter
and manners, and the nieans which he ought to uie for
promoting public virtue, and bearing down impiety and
vice. This isa matter of the utmoft moment, and which
ought to be well underfteod, both in its nature and prin.
ciples. Nothing is more certain than that a general pro-
fligacy and corruption of manners makes a people ripe
for deftruttion. A good form of government may hold
the rotten materials together for {fome time, but beyond a
certain pitch even the beft conftitution will be inefietual,
and flavery muft enfue. On tiie other hand, when the
manners of a nation are pure, when true religion and in.
ternal principles maintain their vigor, the attempts of the
moft powerful enemies to opprefs them are commonly
baffled and difappointed. ‘This will be found equally
certain, whether we confider the great principles of God's
moral government, or the operation and influence of natu-
ral caufes.

What follows from this 2 That he is the beft friend to
American liberty, who is molft fincere and active in pro-
moting true and undefiled rcligion, and who fets himfclf
with the greateft firmnefs to bear down profanity and im.
morality of every kind. Whoever 1s an avowed enemy

¢
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to God, I feruple not to call him an enemy to his country,
Do not fuppofe, my brethren, that I mean to recornmeng
a farious and anry zeal for the circumf{tantials of religion,
or the contentions of one let with another about their pe.
culiar ditinGions. 1 do not with'you to oppofe any bo.
dy’s relizion, but every body’s wickednefs. Perhaps there
are few furer marks ot the reality ¢ religion, than whena
man feels himfelf more joined in {pirit to a truly holy perfon
of a different denomination, than to an irregular liver of his
own. Itistherefore your duty in this important and critical
feafor to excert yourfelves every one in his proper {phere to
fiem the tide of prevailing vice, to promote the know.
ledge of God, the reverence of his name and wordhip, and
obediznce to his laws. ‘

Perhaps you will afls, what it is that you are called to
do for this pyrpofc farther than your own perfonal duty?
I anfwer this itlelf when taken in its proper extent is not
alittle.  The nature and obligation of vifible religian is,
I am afraid, little underftood and lefs attended to.

Many from a real or pretended fear of the imputation
of hypocrify, banifh from their converfation and carriage
every appearance of refpe€t and fubmiffion to the living
God. What a weaknefs and meannefs of {pirit does it
difcover for a man to be athamed in the prefence of his
fellow finners, to profefs that reverence to almighty God
which he inwardly ieels: The truth is, he makes him.
{elf truly liable to the accufation which he means to avoid.
It is as genuine and perhaps a more culpable hypocrify to
appear to have lefs religion than you really have, than to
appear to have more. "L'his falfe fhame is a more exten.
five evil than is commonly apprehended.  We contribute
coriftantly, tiiough nieniibly, to form cach otliers charac-
ter and manness ; and wercfore, the ufeiInefs of a {irictly
holy and conlcientious deportment is not eonfined to the
pollciior, but {preads its Lappy influence to all that are
within its reach. I nged fearcely add, that in proportion
as men are diltinguithed by underftanding, Titerature, age,
rauk, office, wealth, or any other circumitance, their ex-
ample will be uleful on the one hind, or pernicious on
the other.
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But I cannot content myfelf with barely recommending
a filent example. . There is a dignity in virtue which is
entitled to authority, and ought to claim it. In many
cafes it is the duty of a good man, by open reproof and
oppofition, to wage war with profanenefs. Thereis a
{cripture precept delivered in very fingular terms, to
which I beg your attention; ¢ Thou fhalt not hate thy
“ brother in thy heart. but fhalt in any wife rebuke him,
“ and not {ufler fin upon him.” How prone are ma-
ny to reprefent reproof as flowing from ill nature
and furlinels of temper: The Spirit of God, on the
coutrary, confiders it aus the effcét of inward hatred, or
want of genuine love, to forbear 1eproof wuen it is ne-
ceffary or may be ufeful. I am {fenfible there may in
fome cales be a reftraint {from prudence, agreeably to that
caution of Solomon, * Calt not your peails before { “ne,
“ left they trample them under their feet, and turnt again
“and rent you.,”  Of this every man muft judge as well
as he can for himfelf; but certainly, either by open re-
proof, or expreflive filence, or {peedy departure from fuch
fociety, we ouy. to guard againit being partakers of other
men’s fins. |

To this let me add, that if all men are bound in fome
degree, certain clafles of men are under peculiar obliga-
tions to the difcharge of this duty. Magiftrates, minifters,
parents, heads of families, and thofe whom age has ren-
dered venerable, are called to ufe their authority and in-
fluence for the glory of God and the good of otherss Bad
men themf{elves difcover an inward conviétion of this, for -
they are often liberal in their reproaches of perfons of
grave charaters or religious profeflion, if they bear with
patience the profanity of others. Inftead of enlarging
on the duty of men in authority in general, I muft parti-
cularly recommend this matter to thole whe have the com-
mand of foldiers inlifted for the defence of their country.,
The caufe is facred, and the champions for it ought to be
holy. Nothing is more gricving to the heart of a good
man, than to hear from thole who are going te the field,
the horrid found of curfing and blafphemy ; it cools the
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ardor of his prayers, as well as abates his confidence and
hope in God. Many more circumitances afleCt me in
fuch a cale, than I can enlarge upon, or indeed eafily enu.
merate at prefent ; the glory of God, the intereft of the
deluded finner, going like a devoted vittim and impreca.
ting vengeance on his own head, as well as the caufe itfelf
committed to his care.  'We have fometimes taken the li.
berty to forebode the downfal of the Britith empire, from
the corruption and degeneracy of the people. Unhappily
the Britifh foldiers have been diftinguifhed ameong all the
nations in LEurope, for the moft thocking profanity. Shall
we then pretend to emulate them in this infernal diftine-
tion, or rob them of the horrid privilege ? God forbid.
It the officers of the army in every degree remember,
that zs military fubjeétion, while it lafts, is the moft com-
plete of any, it isin their power greatly to reftrain, if not
wholly to banifh, this flagrant enormity.

2. I exhort all who are not called to go into the field
to apply themfelves with the utmolt diligence to works of
induftry. Itisin your power by thic means not enly to
{upply the neceflities, but to add to the ftrength of your
country. Habits of induftry prevailing in a fociety not
only increafe its wealth, as their immediate eflect, but
they prevent the introduétion of many vices, and are in-
timately connected with fobriety and good morals. Idle-
nefs is the mother or nurfe of almoft every vice; and want,
which is its infeparable companion, urges men on to the
molft abandoned and deftruttive courfes. Induftry, there-
fore is a moral duty of the greateft moment, abfolutely
neceflary to national prolperity, and the fure way of ob-
taining the blefing of God. 1 wouid alfo obferve, thatin
this, asin every other part of Cod’s government, obedi-
ence to his will is as rauch a natural mean, as a merito-
rious caule of the advantage we wifh to reap from it. In.
duftry brings up a firm and hardy race. He who is in-
ured to the labor of the field, is prepared for the fatigues
of a campaign. The ative farmer who rifcs with the
dawn and follows his team or plow, muft in the end be an
overmatch for thofe efleminate and delicate foldicrs, who
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are nurfed in the lap of felf-indulgence, and whofe great-
eft exertion is in the important preparation for, and tedi-
ous attendance on, a malquerade, or midnight ball.

3. In the lait place, fuffer me to recommend to you
frugality in your families, and every other article of ex-
pence. This the ftate of things among us renders abfo-
lutely neceflary, and it ftands in the moft immediate con-
netion both with virtuous induftry, and ative public
fpirit. Temperance in meals, moderation and decency
in drefs, furniture and equipage, have, I think, generally
been chara&teriftics of a diftinguifhed patriot. And vhen
the fame Ipirit pervades a people in general, they are fit
for every duty, and able to encounter the moft formida-
ble enemy. The general fubject of the preceding dif-
courfe has been the wrath of man praifing God. 1t thc
unjuft oppreflion of your enemies, which withholds from
you many of the ufual articles of luxury and magnificence,
thall contribute to make you clothe yourfelves and your
children with the works of your own hands, and cover
your tables with the falutary produtions of your own
foil, it will be 2 new illuftration of the fame truth, and a
real happinefs to yourfelves and your country.

I could wifh to have every good thing done from the
pureft principles and the nobleft views.  Confider, there-
tore, that the Chriftian character, particularly the fcliide-
nial of the gofpel, fhould extend to your wlole deport-
ment. In the early times of Chriftianity, when adult
converts were adinitted to baptifin, they were atked among
other quefiions, Do you renounce the worldgy its fhews,
its pomp, and its vauities? I do. The form of this is {iill
preferved in the adminiftration of baptifm, where we re-
nounce the devil, the world, and the fieth.  This certain-
ly implies not ouly abfiaining from afts of grofs iuntem-
perance and excels, but a humility of carriage, a reltraint
and moderation in all your defircs.  'The fame thing, as
it is fuitable to your Chrifiian proicfion, is allo necefiary
to make you truly indcpendant in yourfelves, and to feed
the fource of liberality and charity to others, or to the
public. The riotous and walleful liver, “ hole cravit 1g
appctites make Lim conltantly needy, i and niui be ful
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je€t to many mafters, according to the faying of Solomon,
“ The borrower is fervant to the lender.” But the frugal
and moderate perfon, who guides his 4ffairs with difcre.
tion, is able to affift in public counfels by a free and un.
biafled judgment, to fupply the wants of his poor bre.
thren, and fometimes, by his eftate. and fubftance to give
important aid to a finking country.

Upon the whole, I befeech ycu to make a wife im.
provement of the prefent threatning afpet of public af.
fairs, and to remember th.t your duty to God, to your
country, to your families, anrl to yourfelves, is the fame.
True religion is nothing ell >ut an inward tcmper and
outward conduét {uited to your ftate and circumftancesin
providence atany time. And as peace with God and
coaformity to him, addsto the {weetnels of created com.
forts while we poflefs them, fo in times of difliculty and
trial, itis in the man of piety and inward principle that
we may expett tofind the uncorrupted patriot, the ufeful
citizen, and the invincible foldier.—God grant that in
America true religion and civil liberty may be infeparable,
and that the unjult attempts to deftroy the one, may in the
iffue tend to the fupport and eftablifhment of both, |
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