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ADVERTISEMENT . 
• 

T hath been frequently faid, by many perfons of 
the hefi intelligence, that the unhappy commo­

tions in our American colonies, have been confider:- . 
ably promoted, if not prirnarly agitated, by clerical 
in:H"uence: and none of that order have had a greater 
/hare of it afcribed to them than Dr. Witherfpoon, 
though not credited by many of his favourites, in this 
country .. The following Sermon and Addrefs, how­
ever, will fully jufiify \ the allegation, and iilence the 
doCtor's friends'. ., . 

IN the Sermon the doCtor blends the moR rebelh-
• 

ow fentimen~s with the mofi facred and important , 
truths; and hath the audacity to affirm, that not on-
ly the temporal but -eternal happinefs of the revolted 
E:olonifis depend upon perfevering in their indepen­
dency; and undauntedly oppofing the arms of their 
Jawful Sovereign. And in the Addrefs to his coun­
trymen,he evidences l1imfelf to be the mofr inveterate 
enemy to his king and country; and ftretches every 
nerve to induce his countyrnen to imbibe his politi­
cal fentiments. And that his rebellious tenets may be 
diffufed through the different colonies, hi"s Sermon and 
,Addrefs muft be printed and publifhed, and dedicated 
to the chief of rebel faction. , . 

THE reader wiIJ cafily perceive, that the doCtor not 
only exerts his utmofi abilities to inftigate the deluded 

to perfevere in their rebellious courfes, but la­
toinHame their minds againft the determination~ 

the Britiili. parliament. To effectuate this, the belt of 
. hath the moft vile and unjufi epithets aferibed 

: the falutary and equitable acts of the Britiih 
are pronounced unjufr and tyrannical: the 

of. 'minifters arc reprefented as corrupt, erueJ, 
. oppreffive: the maft lenitive meafures of admini-
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firation and 'government are fluted at, and treated 
with contempt: the mildeil: commanders and beft 
difciplined army, are painted out as barbarous, inhu-

-
mane, and brutal : arid the moil: rinexamplified in-
;fiances of a pacific and forgiving difpofition towards 
the moft daring and unprovoked rebels, -are rejeCted 
in the moil: cont~mptuous manner. Whilft, on the 
other hand, the moft wanton cruelties, {hocking bar­
barities, and unheard-of inftances of rapine, murder, 
and devafiation~ on the .fide of the provincial army, 
have a vail drawn over them. 

IT hath been confidently alledged, that though the 
doctor did not fit as a member of the Congrefs, he 
was acquainted with their deliberations, confulted 
in every emergency, had a hand in the compofition of 
their papers, and gave his opinion in fundry important 
matters. The truth of thefe allegations is but too 
much confirmed by the following performance: and 
it is even now faid he is admitted a member.--

IT is not the intention of the editors of the pre-
fent edition of the doaor's Sermon and Add-fefsto gain 
fr~ends to his fentiments; this is not likely to be the cafe 
with any who will perufe them with attention: but 
to {hew what artful means, and fallacious arguments 
llave been made ufe of by ambitious and felf-defigning 
men, to fiir up the poor infatuated Americans to the 
prefent rebellious mealure,s ; what an aCtive hand even 
Dr. Witherfpoon has had therein;, to convince his 

- friends, in this country, 'of the truth of his being a 
chief promoter of the American revolt; and that if he 
falls into the hands of government, and meebwith the! 
demerit of his 0ffence, he hath juftly and defel'vedly 
procured it to himfelf. ' 

IT was judged proper to affix fame elucidating 
foot notes to tl1e prefent edition; and as the doaor 
has a,few, thefe now added are marked with B. R. at 
the end of the paragraph~ . 
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PSAL. lxxvi. 10. 
, 

, 

SDreJ, ihe wrath if Man ./!Jail praife the~; the rejnaind~ 
,:, ';' , of wrath fhalt iholl r(jirain. ' ' 
, " , 

, . , 
, ' . , , , , , 

, H E-ll E is not a greater-evidence eith~r of d1~ 
.;, ,t:ealitr or the power of religion, 'than a firm belief 

, 's univerfal',prefence, and'a confl:~nt attenHonto 
die influollce and operation of his providence. 't' is by 
this 'that the Chriftian, may'be· faid, in '!peePl~ 
pharlcai fcripture language, to wal~ with GOd, a?Jtl.. ~o 
e"aure m fttmg hi'mwho is invijible.,' " ,:' 
.dTrHB! doa:rme of divine providence is very fun ~vcl 

oou'lpllile in the facred' oracles. It extends not only tQ' 
t)lings",l:Vmch we may think of great moment, and t~ef~-' 
fore :..wbI1hy' ,of notice; but to things the moft indiff~rent 
and in<:~nfideiable: Are not two fjJarr()'WS fold for a far­

, fays our Lord? and one qf them falleth not on t.h~ 
witlJout your heavenly Father; nay., the very h{lirS' 

"OUT bead are ail numbered. It extends not only to 
'0 beneficial and falutary., or to the direaion and 

of th~fe who are 'the fervants' of the living God; 
to; ,things feemingly moft hurtful and deftructive, 
t(} perfons the moil loefractbry and difobedient. H~ 
rules all his creatures, and all their actions. Thus' 

are told, that fire, hail, fnow., I()(l~ur, and fioriiJ1' 
fu!Jil his, word, in the courfe of ~ature; and eyen . 

the moft impetuous and di[~rderly paffions of men, 
are under no' reftraint from themfelves, are yet 

fubje8: to the dominion of Jehovah. They 
commiffion., they obey his orders, they ~re 

and re1trained by his authority, ,'and they 'con­
o every thing eIfe in promoting his glory. There 

the greater need to, take notice of this;· that men are 
, 

not 
• 

, 
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not generally fufficiently awa.re of the d~fl:inaion between 
the law of God and his purpofe;, they are apt t.o fuppofe, 
that as. the temper of the finner lis contrary to the one, 
fo the outrages of. ~he filiner are~~5Ie to d~fea:t fliC otlier ; 
th;tn' which nothing can· be . m'or~ falfe~ The truth' is 
plain~ affer:ted, ~nd nobly expreffed by the Pfalmift in 
the text, Surely the wrath of man jball praife thee; the . 
remainder of wrath foalt th()u rijlrain. 
. THIS pfalm was "evidently co.mpofed as a fong of praife 
for fom~ fignal viB:ory obtained? which was at the fame 
time a remarkable delIverance from thr.catening danger. 
The author was Ol)e or other of the. later: prophets; '-arid 
the occafion probaply the unfuccefsful affault of Jeru;a­
km, b the army of Senacherib king of Affyria, in: the 
days 0 Hezekiah. Great was.:the infolence and boaft­
ing of his ;.gene.rais alld fervants againfi: the city of the 
living God, as' may be fe.en in the thirty-fixth chapter 
of Ifaiah. Yet it pleafed God to defiroy their enemies, 
and, by his ow~ immediate interpofition, to grant them 
deliverance. Th~refore the PfalmH1: .fays in,the fifth.and 
fixth verfes of this pfaIm, The. }lout-bearted are ,[poiled, 
they have flepttheir fle,ep. None 'of the men of m~f!.ht have 

-found their hands. At thy rebuke, 0 God of Jacob! I 
both the chario.t and the horfo are. cafl into a deep fleep. ! 

After a few more remarks to the fame purpofe, he draws ' 
the inference, or makes the reflection in the text, Surely 
the wrath of man jhall praife thee; the remainder of wrath 
foalt th()u rdfrain.: which may be paraphrafed thus, The 
fury and injuftice of oppreifors thall bring in a tribute 
of praife to thee;. the influence. of thy righteous provi-· 
dence {hall be clearly difcerned; the countenance and 
fupport thou wilt give to thine own people' thall be glo-

, rioufly illufirated;· thou {halt fet the bounds which the 
, boldefi: cannot pafs. 

I AM fenfible, my ·brethren, that the time and oeca· i 

fion of tbis pfalm, may feeII). to be in one refpeB: ill fuit·; 
ed to the interefting circumfiances of this country at; 
prefent. It was compofed after the victory was obtained;! 
whereas we are now but putting ·on the harnefs, -and 
ente~ing upon an important contefi, the length of which 

. it 

• , 
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. it is impoffible to forfee, and the iffue of which it will 
perhaps ~e thought prefumption to foretel. But as the . 
truth, with refpeCt to God's moral government, is the 
fame and unchangeable; as the iffue, in the cafe of Se­
nacherib's invafion, did but lead the prophet to acknow­
ledge it; our duty and interdl: confpire in calling upon 
us to improve it. And I have chofen to infifl: l.lpon it 
on this day of folemn humiliation, as it will probably 
. help us to a clear and explicit view of what fhould be 
the chief fubjea of our prayers and endeavours,· as well 
as the great objeCt of <?ur hope and trufl:, in our prefent 
fituation. . 

THE truth, then, afferted in this text, w:hich I propore 
to illuftrate and improve, is, TIJat all the d~fTordedy 
poffionr of men, whether e.xpofing the illllocent to private 
injury, Or whether they are the arrows of diville ju~e:mellt 
in public calamity, ./hall ill the end, be to the praife o.fGod:> 
Or, to apply it more particularly to the prefent fl:ate of 
the American Colonies, and the plague of war, The 
ambition of m~flakC1t pril1ces, the cunning and cruelty o[ 
opprejfive and corrupt miniflers, and even the inhumanity of 
brutal flldiers, however dreadfill,· /hall finally promote the 
glory of God. and in the mean-time, while the flonn con­
tinues, his mercy and kil1dneft foal! appear in preftribing 
'bounds to their raRe .and fury *. 

IN difr:ourfing of this fubjeB:, it is my intention, 
through the affiftance of divine grace, . 

I. To point out to you· in fdme particulars, how the 
wrath of Man praifes God. 

. II. To apply thefe pr,ihciples to our prefent fituation, 
by inferences of truth for your inftruB:ion and com­
fort, and by fuitablc exhortations to duty in the 
important crifis. 

• Or, with as much propriety the doCl:rine might have heen framed thus: 
C That· the haughty infolence of ambitious and afpiring clergy-men, however 
C infulFerable for a time; the man: rebellious meafures of unnatural fubjeds 
C againR: the ben of kings and the nlilden: government; and the moll: lavage 
C cruelties and unheard-of barbarities of mined and undifciplined rebels; ihall • 

. • in the iff'ue, turn out to the glory of God. and tbe ruin and difgrace of th:: 
C promoters,. by baving rcll:raints fet unto them, and difdPllointllJ.ent written 
• UpOD all their defigns,' S. R. 

• 
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I. IN the.fir:fl place-, I a'nl to pOInt outto you, It'l fotne 
particula:rs, how the wrath (if tuan pratfes God. I ia.y., 
ih fame iflfi.ances, becaufe it is fat frpm being' in my 
power, either to mention. or expl:abt the wnole. There 
is an unfearchable depl:h in the divine cO\lnfds., whiclt 
it is impoffible for us to penetnte. It is the duty of e· 
very good man to place the moft unlimited coftfidence 
in divine wifdom, and to believe that thofe meafur.es (;)f 
providence that are moil lmi'I'lteUigible to him!! ate -yet 
planned with the, fame {kin, and direCted to the fame 
great purpofes as others, the reafon ·and ten~ency of 
which he can explain in thedearell manner. Bu.twhere 
revelation and experience enables us to difcover the wif­
dom, equity, or. mercy of divine providen<:~, :n())t~il1g 
can be more dehghtall or profit.able to a feno,us mm<i, 
and therefore I beg your ·attention to the foilowing re-
marks. • 

IN the fir:fl place, the wrath of man pra·ires God, as 
it is an example and ilInfirat:ion of divine trnth, and 
clearly points mit the corruption of our nature., which 
is the foundation-ftone of the doClrine of redemption. 
Nothing <;:an be more abfolutely ne<;effary to true \rdigi­
'on, than a clear and full conviCtion of the finfui'llefs of 
our nature and frate. Without this there can be neither 
repentance in the finner ,nor humility 'in the beti.eYcr.. 
\Vithout this all that is fa-id in fcri,pture of the wifJOlll 
and mercy of God, in providing a Saviour, is withaut 
force and without meaning. Jufily does our 'Saviour 
fay, 'The whole have no need of -a. phyjici£m, but thoft that 
are fick. I aame not to call the r-ighteous but jinmrs to re­
pentance. Thofe who are not fenfible that they are fin­
ners, will treat every exhortation to rcfpentance, and e­
very offer of mercy, with difdain or defiance. .' 

BUT where can we have a more affecting view of the 
corruption of our nature, -,than in the wrath of man, 
when exerting itfelf in oppreffion, cruelty., and blood? 
'It mull 'be owned, indeed, that this tr.uth is -abundantly 
inanifell in times 'of the greaten tranrquillity. Others 
may, if they pleafe, treat the corruption of ~'UT nature 

, as a chimera; for my part, I fteit eyery where., and I 
feel 

-
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.foil it: every Qa y ·It. All the' difcnQ.Grs in human fociety" 
C\~d' tl.le gl1'eate.ft part e.v~~ of the unhappinefs we, are ex­
pofeQ tq, adfes from th~ e.nv,y, ll;J,~Hce, covetoufnefs,. 
'and other lufts of man. If we and all. about us were 
j\lft whil.t we Qugpt t9 be iq.. ~ll fefpects, we fuould not 
need to gQ auy f\,lrther f()r heaveQ, for' it wnuld be upon 
~arth, llut war and vlolence preft:nt a fpechde frill 
(fl.ore 'awful. How affecting is it to thinl~, that the luft 
9f dOluination ihould be fo vi()lent and 1.lniverfal? That 
men {hQuld fo rarely be fatisned with their own p.o{feffio.1~~ 
and acquifi6ons, or even with the henefit that wo.ldct 
afife from mutual fervice, but ihnuld lonk upon th~ 
hC\ppi'l~fs and tranquillity of others, as. an obflruClion to 
their own. That, as if the great law of nature were 
not enough" D41 thou art, and to dull thou/bait returl1, 
they,fhouJd be fo furiou11y fet for the deftrufrion of each 
other. . It i$ 11lOcking to think, fince the firfl: murder of 
Abel by his brother Cain, what havock has been made 
of man by man in every age. What is it that fills the 
pages of hiilory, but the wars and contentions of princes 
anq empires? What vail: numbers has lawlefs ambition 
prought into the field, and delivered as a prey to the 
deil:ruB:ive fword ? 

IF we Qwell a little uponthecircumfiances, they be­
come deeplyaffefring. The mother bears a child with 
pain, rC4rS him by tne laborious attendance of many 
years; yet in the prime .of life, in the vigour of health, 
and bloom of beauty~ in a moment he- is cut down by 
the dreadful inilruments of death. Evtry battle of the? 
warrior is 7.vilh cOl1fifed noife, and garments rt;;/led ill 
blood; but the horror of the fcene is not cOI~fined to th~ 
ne1d of flaughter. Few go there unrelated, ,or fall un­
lamented; in every hoftile encounter, what mull be 
the impreffion upon the relations of the deceafed? Thc 
bodies of the deaJ can only be [cen, or the cries. of t!lC 
dying heard for a fingle day, -but many day's iIlall not 

• 

.. A truth r('rnukahly veri lied in the <lo<..'1:or', 1.lte and prerent ~ondn,-'1:. ill 
aClin~ fo milch out of ch,lraCi:er. in his hein~ fo infirllmcnral to flir lip and.pro­
mote the prcf~nt unnatural revolt of tlte (olonies. (,) I'rejlHEcial h) them an,1 
difgractful to him(clt~ when now ohliged to ah.,nd"o his h"hitati,,"s. 1V"~r~ 
he enjoyed ali m.LDller of extern.l! ailbcllce and hai'pill(:[~. S. R. 

. B 2 ," F~r 

-

-



• • 

put an end to the mourning of a parent for a beloved 
fon, the joy and fupport of his age, or of the widow 
and helplefs offspring for a father, taken away in the 
fulnefs of health and vigour. 

BUT if this may be jufrly faid of all wars between 
man and man, what fhall we be able to fay that is fuit­
able to the abhorred fcene of civil war between citizen 
and citizen? How deeply affecting is it, that thore who 
are the fame in complexion, the fame in blood, in lan­
g-uage, and in religion, fhould, notwithfranding, butcher 
one another with unrelenting .rage, and glory in the 
deed? That men fhould lay wafte the fields of their fel­
low fl1bjects, with whofe provifion they themfelves had 
been often fed, and confume with devouring fire thofe 
houfcs, in which -they had often found a hofpitahle 
{helter ? , 

THESE things are apt to overcome a weak mind with 
fear, Or overwhelm it with for row , and in the greateft 
number are apt to excite the higheft indignation, and 
kindle up a fpirit of revenge. If this laft has no other 
tendency than to direCt and invigorate the meafures of 
felf.defence, I do not take upon me to blame it; on the 
contrary, I call it nectjfary and laudable. * 

BUT what I mean at this time to prove by the pre­
ceding reflections, and willi to imprefs on your minds, 
is the depravity of our nature. } rom whence come wars 
(lIld fi.gbtillgs. among you, fays the apoftle James t, come 
tbey not hence, even from YOllr lufis, that 7var in your mem­
bers f Men of lax and corrupt principles, take great 
delight in fpeaking to the praife of human nature, and 
extolling its dignity, without diftinguifhing what it was, 
at its fidl: creation, from what it is in its prefent fallen 
ftate. Thefe fine fpeculations are very grateful to a 
worldly mind. They ar.e alfo much more pernicious to 
uncautious and unthinking youth, than even the temp­
tations to a difiolute and fenfual life, againfi which they 

• If the calamities'of war exhibit {uch an awflll {cene; if intefiine commo­
tions arc fa deeply c1ifirdlin;:; what f1:ing' of clln{cience may it not juflly give 
tlu'fi:, who (hould be amhalfador> of I,eacc, but y~t have an aCtive hand is 
!lir~ing up and ptomoting fuch horrid dij'.ln~ls, and glory in the drrd! S. R. 

t Jalll(;S iv. J. 
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are fortified by the diB:ates of natural confcience, and a 
fenfe of public fhame. But I appeal from thefe vifion­
ary reafonings to the hifiory of all ages, and the inflex­
ible tefiimony of daily exp~rience. Thefe will tell us 
what men have been in their praCtice, and from thence 
you may judge what they are by nature, while unrenew­
ed. If I am not mifiaken, a cool and candid attention, 
either to the paft hifrory, or prefent nate of the world, 
but above all, to the ravages of lawlefs power, ought to 
humble us in the. duft. It fuould at once lead us to ac­
knowledge the juft view given us in fcripture, of our 
loft fiate; to defire the happy influence of renewing 
grace each for ourfelves; and to long for the dominion 
of righteoufnefs and peace, when men jhall beat their 
fwords into plow.Jhares, and their '!pears into pruning 
hooks; when nation./ball not lift up fword agai1!ft nation, 
neither jhall tbey learn war any more *, t. 

• Micah iv. 3' 
t I cannot help embracing this opportunity of making a remark or two upon 

:a virulent refiexion thrown out agaisll: this doCl:rine, in a well known pamph­
let, Common SenJe. The author of that work expre!fcs hirnfdf thus, • ] f the 
• firfl: king of any country was hy eleCl:ion, that likewile efl:alDlilh~s a prece-
• dent for the next; for to fay, that the right of all future generations is 
• taken away, by the act of the firfl: electors, in their choice Dot 
• only of a king, but of a family of kings for ever, hath no parallel in or 
• eut of fcripture, but the doctrine of original fin, which fuppofes the free will 
C of all men lofl: in Adam; and from fuch comparifon, it will admit of no o~ 
ether: hereditary fuc:ceffion ca~ derive no glory. For as in Adam all finned, 
• and as in the firCl: c:leCl:ors all men obeyed; as in the one all mankind were 
C fubjeCi:ed to :Satan, and in the other to Sovereignty; a5 our innocence was 
• loCI: in the lirCl:, and our authority in the lafl:; and as both difahle us from 
C re-alTuming fome former Cl:ate and privilege, it unaulwerably follows, that 
• original fin and hereditary fuccdIion are parallels. DilllOnourabJe rank! 
C Inglorious connection! Yet the moll: fubtle fophifl: cannot produce a juflcr 
C fimile •• ' Without the flladow of reafoning, he is plcafcd to reprefent the 
doctrine of original fin as an ohjel.'l: of contempt or abhorrence. 1 beg leave 
to demur a little to the calldor, the prudenu, and thcj4lice of this proceeding. 

1. Was it modcj1 or candid for a perf on with(lllt name or charaCl:er, to talk 
in this fuperciJious manner of a doCtrine that has been efpoufcd and defended 
by mdny of the greatetl ,md bell: men that the world ever Caw, aud makes an 
elrencial part of the efbblillled Creeds and Confeffions of all the Protefiaot 
churches without exception? ] thought the grand modern plea had been, fr"e­
dom of fentiment, and charitable thoughts of one another. Are (0 many of 
us, then, beyond the reach of this gentleman's charity? I do alTure him that 
{uch prcfumption and fclt:'confidence are no recommendation to me either of 
his chara,-'l:er or fentiments. 

2. \Vas it prudent, when he was pleading a public caufe, to {peak in futh 
opprobrious terms of a doCtrine, which he kne,\', or ought to have known, was 

. believed 
• Cornman Senfe, pllge IJ. Bradford's editiOI1. 
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2. The wrath of man praifeth God as it is the inftru~ 
ment in,his hand for bringing £lnners to repentanc'Y~ and 
for the correCtion and improvement of his own <;hildren. 
"\Vhatever be the nature of the affiittion, wit,h whi<;h he 
'Yifits either perfons, fa~ilies, OJ," nations; whatever ~ 
the difpofition or intention of thofe whofe malice. he::: c:::in. 
ploys as a fcourge, the difign on his 'part is, to rebuke 
men for iniquity, to bring them to repentance, . and to 
promo.te their holinefs and peace. The falutary nature, 
an,d fanCtifying influence of affliction in general, is Qften 
taken notice of in fcripture, both as making a part of 
the purpofe of God, and the experienc~ Qf his faints*. 
Now, no (If/liCiion, fays the apofile, for tht prejimt Jeem.etb 
fa be joyous, btlt grievolls: Neverthe!~fs afie.rward it yield­
eth the peacable fruit of righteoujnefllOilo them, whirh ar~ 
exerciftd thereby. But what we are particularly led to' 
obferve by the fubjeCt of this difcourfe is; that the wrath 
of man, or the violence of the oppreffor, praifeth God in 
this refpect, for it has a peculiar tendency to alarm the 
fecure confcience, to convince and humble the obftinate 
finner. This is plain from the nature of the thing, and 
from the teftimony of experience. Public calamities~ 
particularly the deftroying fword, is fo awful that it can~ 
not but have a powerful intluence in leading men, tq 
confider the prefence and the power of God. It threaten~ 
them not only in themfelves, but touches them in all 
that is dear to them, whether relations or poffeffions. 

l>clie'l'cd anll profelred by, J fuppofe, a great majority of very different deno­
min:ltions? ]s this gen tit-man ignorant of human pawn:, as well a. an enemy 
to the Chrifiian faith? Are men fo little t~nacious of their religious fentiments. 
wIlether true or falfe? The prophet thought otherwife, who {<lid, Hath ~ 
"ation changed their gods 'Which yet I'lr~ no gods!' Was it the way to obtain the fa­
vour of the pu!»ic, to dcfpife what they hold fdcre9? Or {hall we fuppofe 
this author fo afioniihingly ignorant, as to think that all men now, whofe 
favour is worth !liking, have given up the dodrine of the New-Tdbment ? 
If he do(:s, he is greatly minaken. 

3- In fine, I alk. where was the jllflia of this proceeding? Is there fet 
little to he faid for the doarine of original fin, that it is not to be refuted, but 
dC'fl>iied? Is the fiate of the world fuch, as to render this doelrine not 0111y 
falfe, but incredible r Has the fruit been of fuch a quality ;)s to exclude all 
doubts of the goodnefs of the tree? On the contrary. I'cannot htlp heing of 
opinioD, that fuch has been the viJible nate of the world in every age, as can­
Dot !It; accountvd for on any other principles, than what we IClrn from the 
word of God. that the imaginati01l of the heart of min is onl] (vii from his "ulh, 
QlJd that {on tim/ally, Gen. "i. $., viii.;z. r. 

• lIcb. xii_ II. • 
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The prophet Ifaiah fays *, r.ea, i7z the way iflhy jurlgmeftll, 
o LwJ~ have 'We 'runted for t'hee,- for 'when thy pdJ!,­
.menls 1Ir~ in the 'l!llrlh, . the inhabit4Nt.J ()f the WlJrfJ witl 
karn rjghle()'12fo~fs. He confiders it ·as the moN: po~rer­
hd mean of al3irming the fecure, and fubduing the ob­
ftinate. brd, whm thy hand u lifted up, Ibey will ,1'01 
foe, ImI .tbey jJJtlJl ftc on~ be 4fo~1Ited for their tel/Va; al the . 
pelJple; yell, Ithe fire of ilbl11e enemtes foal! dt"'lH)lIr tbem t. It 
is aifo fometimes reprefented as a fytnptom of a hopdefs 
and irrecoverable frate, when public judgments have no 
dfe8:. nus fays the prophet JeremiahJ:, 0 Lord, are 
not thi»e eye.t upon the truth f thou baji.J!ricken them, but 
tbey ha'Vc not grieved; thou b¥!fl confumed them, -bur they 
ha'Oc riftifed to recei'lfecon:eCiion :7'h-ey have mtlae the-ir 
faces harder t~an a r~k, they have re.[ufod to return. V\T'e 
can eafily fee In the hdl:ory of the chJ:ldren of Ifr::tel, how 
fevere ftrokes b:rought them to fl1bmiffion and penitence. 
When he flew them, then rhey fought him; a"d .they re­
turned and enquired early after God: and they rememberttl 
that God was their rock, and the hi~h G~d their redeeme.r II. 
Both nations in general, and private perfonsare apt to 
grow remifs and lax in a time of profperity and feeming 
fecurity; but when their earthly comforts are endanger­
ed or withdrawn, it lays them under.a kind of nece1lity 
to leek for fomething better in their place. Men muit 
have 'comfort from one quarter or another. "'\Then 
earthly things are in a pleafing and promifing condition, 
too many aTe apt to find tbeir refl, and be fatisfied with 
them as their only portion. But when the vanity and 
paffing na.ture of all created comfort is difcovered, they 
are com.pelled to look for fomething more durable a~ 
well as valuable. What therefore can be more to the 
praife of -God, than that when a whole people have for-

their refling place, when they have abufed their 
and defpifed their mercies, they lhould, by 

and fuffering, be made to hearken to the rod, and. 
to the,ir duty? 

THERE is an inexpreilib]e depth and variety in the 
udgments of God, as in all !lis other works; but we 

• 

• Ira. ud. 8, g. t Vcr. II. t· ]e-r. v. 3. D Pi".um lu\"iii. 3+.31· 
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may lay down this as a certain principle, that if there 
were no fin, there 'could be nofuffering.. Therefore 
they are certainly for the correCtion of fin, or for the 
tri~l. illuHration, .~nd perfeCting of the grace and virtue 
othis own people. We are not to fuppofe~ that thofe 
who fuffer moft, or who fuffer fooneft, . are therefore 
more criminal than others. Our Saviour himfelf thoibght 
it neceifary to give a caution againft this rafu conclufion, 
as we are informed by the evangelift Luke, ~rhere were 
pufent at t hal feaflF, fame that told hi 711 of the Galileans, 
whofe blood Pilate had mingled with their flcrijices 0 .And 
Jefos anfweril1g, foid un.to them, Suppoft ye that thife 
Galileans were finners abl)ve all the Galileans, becauft they 
fitffered fuch things f I tell YOll, nay; but except ye repent, 
ye flail aU likewife peri/ht. I fuppofe we may fay, with 
fufficient warrant, that it often happens, that thofe for 
'whom God hath defigns of the greateft mercy, are firO: 
brought to the trial, that they may enjoy, in due time, 
the falutary effecr of the unpalatable medicine. 

I MUST alfo take leave to obferve, and I hope no pious 
Immble fufferer will be unwilling to make the applicati­
on, that there is often a difcernible mixture of fovereignty 
and righteoufnefs in providential difpenfations. It is the 
prerogative of God to do what he will with his own; but 
he .often difplays his juflice itfe1f, by throwing into the: 
furnace thofe, who, though they may not be viB-bly I 
worfe than others, may yet have more to anfwer for, 
~s having been favoured with more diftinguiflled privi­
leges, both civil and facred. It is impoffible for us to 
make a juO: and full comparifon of the character either 
of perfons or nations, and it would be extremely foolifu 
for any to attempt it, either for increafing their own fe­
cmity, or impeaching the juftice of the Supreme Ruler. 
Let us therefore neither forget the truth, nor go beyond 

. it. His mercy fills tbe eartbo, He is alfo known by tbe 
judgment which he executeth. The wrath of man in its 
moft tempeftuous rage, fulfills his will, and finally pro-
motes the good of his chofen. . 

3. THE wrath of man praifeth God, ashe fets bounds 

t L 1 ... 
UKC lUll. r. :>0, 3 •. 
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to it, or refirains it by his providence, and fometimes 
makes it· evidently a mean of promoting and illuftrating 
his glory. 

THERE is no part of divine providence in which a 
greater beauty and majeUy appears, than when the Al­
mighty Ruler turns the councils of wicked men into con­
fufio~, .and makes them militate againfl: themfelyes. If 
thePfalmift may be thought to have had a view in this text 
to the truths illuftrated in the two former obfervations, 
there is no doubt at all that he had a particular view to this, 
as he fays in the latter part of the verfe, the remainder of 
wrath /halt thou r¢rain. The fcripture abounds with 
inftances, in which the defigns of oppreffors were either 
wholly difappointed, or in execution fell far !hort of the 
malice of their intention, and in fome they turned out 
to the honour and happinefs of the perfons or the people, 
whom they were intended to dellroy . We have 'an in­
fianc~ of the firft of thefe in the hifiory to which my text· 
rel~tes *. We have alfo an in!bnce in Efiher, in which 
the mofi mifchievous defigns of Haman, the fon of HaM 
medatha the Agagite, againfl: Mordecai the Jew, and 
the nation from which he fprung, turned out at laft to 
his own defiruCtion, the honour of Mordecai, and the 
falvation and peace of his people. 

FROM the New Teflament I will make choice of that 
memorable event on which the falvation of believers in 
every age refis as its foundation, the death and fufferings 
·of the Son of God. This the great adverfary, and all 
his ag.ents and infiruments, profecuted with unrelenting 
rage. When they had blackened him with flander, 
when they fcourged him with ihame, when they had con­
demned him ~n judgment, . and nailed him to the crofs, 
h<?w could they help efieeming their viCtory complete! 
But, oh the unfearchable wifdom of God! they were 
but perfeCting the great defign· l;lid for the falvation of 
finners. OUf bleffed Redeemer, by his death, finifuea 
his work, overcame principalities and po~vers, and made 

• The matter is fully Cl:ated aDd l"eafoneq, upon by the prophet Ifaiah, 
ehap. x. frolJl the sth to the 19th verfc:. . 

C . a Ihew 
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a fhew of them openly, triumphing 'over them in his 
crofs. With how much juftke 'dd the ,apoftles and their 
company offer this doxology to God? 'They lift up their 
voice with olle accord.; alld [aid, Lord, Tholl att God 
which haft made heaven ami e{lrth; {1I1(i "the fla, and all that 
in them is: Who by the 17JOuth 'of thy ftrvant Vavid haft 
faid, Trby did the heathe~l rage, tmd the people itnagille 
vain things f T'he kings of the earth flood up. alld the ru­
lers "were gathered toy,etber agail1fl the Lord, and a ainfl 
his Chr~jl. For of a trllth, agai,ifl thy holy child efts, 
'Whom thou haft allointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
'with the Gentiles, and tbe people of Iji-ael, were J!.athered 
together, jor to do ·whatfoever thy-haud and thy cOllhftl de-
termined before 10 l-e doile *. . 

hl all after ages in conforrriity to tilis, the deepefl: 
laid contrivances of the prince of darkncfs, have 'turned 
out to the confufion of their author; and I know not, 

• but confidering his malice and pride, this perpetual dif­
appointment, and the fuperiority of diyine wifdom, may 
be one great fource of his fuflering and torment. The 
crofs hath ftill 'been the banner of truth, under which it 
hath been carried through the world. Perfecution has 
been but as the furnace to the gold, to purge it of' its 
drofs, to manifefi its purity, and increafe its lufhe. It 
was taken notice of very early, that the blood of the 
lmi.rtyrs w,as the feed of Chriflianity; the more abun­
dantly it was {hed, the more plentifully did the havdl: 

" , 

,grQw. ' 
, So certain has th1s appeared, that the moft violent 
infidels, both of early and later ages, have endeavoured 
to account for it, aud have obferved, that there is a fpi­
r~t of obflinacy in man, which inclines him to rdift vio­
lence, 'and that feverity doth but increafe oppofition, 
be the cauf~ what it will. They fuppofe that pt:rfecuti­
on is equally proper to propogate truth and error. 
This, though in part true, will by no means generally 

'-hold. Such an apprehenfion, however, gave o.ccafion 
, to a gloriotl,s triumph of divine providence, of an oppo­
fite kind, which I muft {hortly relate to you. Ont: of the 

. 

• A~'ls iv, "4 1.8. 
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Roman emperors, Julian, furnamed the apoflate, ptr., 
ceiving . how· impofllble, it was to fupprefs the gofpel 'by 
violence, endeavoured ~o extinguifh it by negleCt and 
fcorn. He left the Chriftians unmolefied for fometime, 
but gave all manner of encouragement to thofe of oppo­
fite principles, and particularly to the Jews, out of ha­
tred to the Chriflians; and that he might bring public 
difgrace upon the Galileans, as he affeCted to fi:ile them, 
he encourag'ed the Jews to rebuild the temple of Jerufa­
leIll, andvifibly refute the prophecy of Chrift, that it 
lhould lye under perpetual defolation. But this prophane 
attempt was fo fignally fruflrated, that it ferved as much 
as anyone circumHance to fpread the glory of our Re-. 
deemer, and eflablill1 the faith of his faints. It-is affirm­
ed by fome ancient authors, particularly by Anuniamis 
Marcellinus, a heathen hiflorian, that fire came out of 
the earth and confumed the workmen when laying the 
foundation. But in whatever way it was prevented, it 
is beyond all controverfy, from the concurring teflimony 
of Heathens and Chrifiians, that little or no progrefs was 
ever made in it, and that in a fuort time, it was entirely 
defeated. ' 

IT is proper here to obferve, that at the time of the 
Reformation, when religion began to revive, nothing 
contributed more to facilitate its reception, and increafe 
its progrefs, than the violence of its perfecutors. Their 
cruelty, and the patience of the fufferers~ naturally liif ... 
pofed men to examine and weigh the caufe to which they 
adhered with fo much confiancy and refolution. 1\t the 
fame time alfs>, when they were perfecutcd in erie city 
they fled to another, and carried the difcoveries of Po­
pifh fraud to every part of the world. It was by forne 
of thofe- who were perfecuted in Germany, that the light 
of the reformation was brought fo early i]~to Britain. 

TI-IE P9~wer of divine. providence appears with the' 
mofl diftinguii11ed luftre, when fmall and inconfiJerabJe 
circumflances, and fometimes, the ·wearher and feafons 

• • 
have defeated the moft formidable arll1a\llent~, and 
frufirated the be11 concerted expeditions. Near two 
hundred years ago, the monarchy of Spain-was in the 
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height of its power and glory, and determined to crufh 
the intereft of the reformation. They fent out a power­
ful armament againft Britain, giving it oflentatioufly, 
and in my opinion profanely, the name of the Invincible 
Armada. But it pleafed God fo entirely to difcomfit it 
by tempdls, that a fmall part of it returned home, 
though no Britifh force had been oppofed to it at all. 

WE have a remarkable inftance of the influence of 
fmall circumftances in providence in the Engli1h hiftory. 
The two moft remarkable perfons in the civil wars, had 
earnefl:Iy defired to withdraw themfelves from the con· 
tentions of the times, Mr. Hampden and Oliver Crom. 
well. They had actually taken their paff"age in a 1hip 
for New-England, when by an arbitary order of coun. 
cil they were compelled to remain at home. The con· 
fequence of this was, that one of them was the foul of 
the republican oppofition to monarchical ufurpation 
during the civil wars; and the other, in the courfe of that 
contefi:, was the greateft infirument in bringing the 
tyrant to the block. 

THE only other hiftorial remark I am to make is, that 
the violent perfecution which many eminent Chriftians 
met with in England from their brethren, who called 
themfelves Protefiants, drove them in great numbers to 
a difiant part bf the world, where the light of the gof­
pel and true religion were unknown. Some of the A. 
merican fettlements, particularly thofe in New-England, 
were chiefly made by them; and as they carried the 
knowledge of Chrift to the dark' places of the earth, fo 
they continue themfelves in as great a degree of purity 
of faith, and firiClnefs of practice, or -rather a greater, 
than is to be found in any proteftant church now in the 
world. Does not the wrath of man in this infiance praife 
God? Was not the accufer of the brethren, who flirs 
up their enemies, thus taken in his own craftinefs, and 
his kingdom fuaken by the very means which he em. 
ployed to eftablifh it t. 

-
• 

t Len this £hould be thought a temporifing compliment to the people {If 
New-England, who have: be~ll the: Brfi {uiFel'f,rs in the pre{ept contefi. and 
have {~t fo lloble: an CXilrnp!c of illvincible fortitude in withnaDdillg the vIolence, 
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. . II. I proceed now to the fecond general head which 
was to apply the principles illufirated above t~.ur pre­
rent fituation, by inferences of truth for your infhuB:ion 
and comfort, . and by fuitable exhortations to duty in 
this important <:rifis. And, . . 

In the firft place, I would take the opportunity on 
this occafion, and from this fubjeCl:, to prefs every hearer 
to a fincere.concern for his own foul's falvation. There 
are times when the mind may be expeBed to be more 
awake to divine truth, and the confcience more open 
to the arrows of conviCl:ion than at others. A feafon of 
public judgment is of this kind, as appears from what 
has been already faid. That curiofity and attention at 
leaft are raifed, in fome degree, is plain from the unufual 
throng of this affembly. Can you have a clearer view 
of the finfulnefs of your nature, than when the rod of 
the opprdfor is lifted up, and when you fee men putting 
on the habit of the warrior, and collecting on every 
hand the weapons of hoftility and inftruments of death? 
I do not blame your ardour in preparing for the refolute 
defence of your temporal rights. But confider, I be­
feech you, the truly infinite .importance of the falvation 
of your fouls. Is it of much moment whether you and 
your children {hall be rich or poor, at liberty or in bonds? 
Is it of much moment whether this beautiful country 
ihall increafe in fruitfulnefs from year.to year, being 
cultivated by aBive induftry, and poffelfed by indepen~ 
dent freemen, or the fcanty produce of the negleB:ed 
fields fhall be eaten up by hungry publicans, while the 
timid owner trembles at the tax-gatherers approach? 
And is it of lefs moment my brethren, whether you fhall 
be the heirs of glory, or the heirs of hell? Is you ftate 
on earth for a few fleeting years of fo much moment? 
And is it of lefs moment, what {hall be your ftate through 
endlefs ages? Have you afl"embled . together willingly 
to hear what fhall be faid on public -affairs, and to join 
in imploring the bleffing of God on the councils and 

• 
. of opprdIion. I think it proper to obftrve. toot the whole par:1graph is copifd 
(rom -a (ermon Oil Pfalm lxxiv. ••. prt:pared and prc:ached in Scotland. in the 
month of Augufi. 17 S 8. - . 
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arms- of the united colonies? And can yoa-ge-uncqn~ 
cerned, what {hall become of you ,for ev~r~JP~ .~11. 
the monuments of human greatnefs-fual~ be lala 11\ afh~s? 
Foy, the earth itfelf and all thcwor4.f;lhat f:lrc therein/hall­
he burnt up t. -. : _' ----

WHEREFORE, my beloved hearers,- as the minif\ry of 
recondliation is committed to me, Ibefeech you in the 
moil: earneil: manner, to attend to thl things that belong­
to your pedICc, -before they are hid from your eyes. How 
foon~ and in what manner a feal {hall be fet upon the 
.charaCter and ftate of every perfon here prefent~ it is 
impoilible to know, for he who 9nly can know. does not 
think proper to reveal it. But you may refr aifured, that 
there is no time more fuitable, and that there is none 
fa fafe as that which is prefent, fince it is wholly uncer­
tain whether any other fhall be yours. Thofe who {hall 
full fall in battle, have not many more warnings to re­
ceive. There are fome few daring and hardened finners 
who defpife eternity itfelf, and fet their maker at defiance; 
but the far greater number by fraying off their convic .. 
tions to a more convenient feafon, have been taken un .. 
prepared, and thus eternally loft. I would therefore ear .. 
neftly prefs the apoftles -exhortation, We then; as work .. 
en together with him, beftech you al.fo, thai ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain: For he faith, I have heard thee 
in i1 time accepted, arId il1 the day of fa Iva/i-OIl have I filc­
COli red thee: Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
lltiW is the day offolvationt. - ' 

SUFFER me to befeech you; or rather to give you 
warning not to refl: fatisfied with a form of godlinefs, 
denying the power thereof. There can be no true re­
ligion, till there be a difcovery of your loftfl:ate by na­
ture and practice, and an unfeigned -acceptance of Chrifi 
Jefus, as he is offered in the gofpel. Unhappy they 
who either defpife his mercy, or are afhamed of his 
crofs! Believe it, there is no lalvation in any other. 

t Is not the whole of this paragraph a nrikin~ fpecimen of the dodor's art­
fully blending the man important concerns, ,with his rebellious felltim~nts, in 
Older that th~y msy be the mOre: greedily drunk in ? ,S. R. 

• a Cor. VI; •• ~. ' 
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f'1Nt"t u no other name under heaven given among 111en hI 
w/Jioo' we l1lUj/ be faved. Unlefs you are united'to him 
b:fa lively faith, not the refentment of a haughtyt mo .. 
narch, but the fword of divine jufHce hangs over YQu. 
and the fulnefs of divine vengeance fuall fpeedily over.­
t~ke you.. I ~0 not fpeak this only to the heaven~daring 
proflig.ate, or grovelling-fenfualifl:, but to every infenfible 
focure· linner; to all thofe however decent and orderly 
in thei~ civil deportment, who live to themfelves, and 
have their part aoo portion in this life; in fine, to aU 
who are yet in a flate of nature, for except a man be. born 

. again, he cannot fte the kingdom of God. The fc:ar of 
l1:)'an may make you hide your protanity; prudence and , 
expe.rience may make you abhor intemperance and riot; 
as you advance in life, one vice may fupplant another 
and hold its place; but nothing 1efs than the fovereign 
grace of God can produce a faving change of heart and 
temper, ·or fit Y0U for his immediate ·prefence. . 
. 2. FROM what has been faid upon this fubjecr, you 
may fee what groumd 'there is to give praife to God for 
his favours ·already befrowed on us, refpecring the pub­
lic cau1e. It would be a criminal inattention not to ob­
fervethe fingular :interpofi.tion of providence hitherto, 
in behalf of the American colonies. It is, however, 
impoilible for me, ina fingle difcourfe, as well as im~ 
proper at this time to go through every fiep of our pail: 
tranfaCtions; I mufr therefore content myfelf with a few 
:remarks. How many difcoveries have been made of the 
defigns of enemies in Britain. and among ourfelves, in 
a manner as unexpeaed to us as to them, and in fuch 
feafon as to prevent their effeCt? What furprizing·fuc .. 
cefs has. attended our· encounters, in almoft every in~ 
france? Has not the boafled difcipline of regular and 
veteran foldiers been turned into confufion and difmay 
befo.re the new and· maiden courage of freemen', ill de~ 
fence of their property and. right? In what great mer.cy 

t An epithet in no rc{red: applicahJe to our.pre{ent /:twful Sovereign: de­
mency and modera.tion .are diamonds which {hine with a brighter lulh:r in his 
crown. than in any that ever fwayed the Briti111 {eepter. It is {uhmitted. if 
the epithets of haughty and infQlmt are not vallly more applicable to the DoClur 
than the Prince. S. R. . 
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has blood been fpared on the fide of this injured coun­
try? Some important viCl:oriesinthe fouth h~ve been 
gained with' fa little lofs, that enemies will probably 
think it has been diffembled; as many, even of our­
felves thought, till time rendered it undeniable. But 
thefe were comparatively ef fmall moment. The fignal 
advantage we have gained by the ev~cuation of Bolton, 
the fhameful flight of the army and navy of Britain, 
was brought about without the lofi of a man. To all 
this we may add, that the counfels of our enemies have 
been vifibly confounded, fa that I believe I may fay with 
truth, that there is hardly any fiep which they have 
taken, bu~ it has operated ftrongly againft themfe1ves, 
and been more in our favour than if they had followed a 
contrary courfe. * ' 

WHILE we give praire to God the fupreme difpofer 
of all events, for his interpofition in our behalf, let us 
guard againft the dangerous error of trufl:ing in, or 
boafting of an arm of jleJh. I could earndl:Iy willi, that 
while our arms are crowned with fuccefs, we might 
content ourfe1ves with a 11lodfjl afcription of it to the 
power of the highdl: t. It has given me a great un­
eafinefs to read fome oftentatious, vaunting exprefiions 
in our news papers, though happily, I think, much re­
ftrained of late. Let us not return to them again. If I 
am not miftaken, not only the holy fcriptures in general, 
and the truths of the glorious gofpel in particular, but 
the whole courfe of providence feems intended to abafe 

• Has not the dodor, in the whole of this paragraph, begun too foon to 
hoaR, feeing the harnefs was not yet put off? [I Kings xx. r I.J Where were 
,hefe furpriziug [ucceff'es that attended the encounters of the: rebellious colo­
nills? Were: they in the dO&r'~ imagination, or in the AIlII:I'ican news-papers? 
, Where, and at what time, did the maiden courage, as the doCtor is pleafed 
to term it, of the provincial army, turn iDto eonfufion and difmay the difd­
pliDe of his Majefiy's regular and veteran foleliers? Was it in Canada, at 
Loog-Iliand, New-York, Kin~'s-brielge, Fort-Walllington, the Jerfers? be. 
e-c. Wber~ were the cou'nfels of our King's minifl:ers, or his commanders, 
'Vilibly confounded? \Vas it by the aid the: doClor gave to the congrefs; or in 
tbe pulpit at Prince-town, on the J 7th of May lafi, when he founded the 
fllarm of ,.ar, and publicly recruited for tile rebel army? S. R. 
. t One would have thought, that the dodor would have been for afcribing 
the -whole fuccefs to the Lord, which he fo much boans of has crowned the A­
luericall arms: No; part of it, mufi be afc:ribed to the maiden courage of the 
,olonin.. S. R. ' ' 

the 
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the pride of. man, and lay the vain glorious in the dufl:. 
How many infiances does hifiory furniJh us with of thofe 
who, after eXulting over, and defpifing their enemies, 
were fignally and fhamefully def~ated * ? The truth is, 
I believe, the remark may be applied univerfally, and 
\ve mayfay, that through the whole frame of nature, and 
the whole fyftem of humat:l life, that \vhich promifes 
moft, performs the leafi. The flowers of find!: colour 
feldom have the fweetefi fragrance. 'The trees of quick.' 
'ell growth or fairefi form, are feldoll1 of the greatefi 
value or duration. Deep waters move with lea it noife. 
Men who think moft are feldom talkative. And I think , 

it holds as much in war as in any thing, that every boqfl­
cr is a coward t. 
, PARDON me, my brethren, for infifiing fo much up­

on this which may feem but an immaterial circumfrance. 
It is in my opinion of very great moment. I look up­
on oftentation and confidence to be a fort of outrag~ 
upon providence, and when it oecomes general, 'and 
infufes itfelf into the fpirit of a people, it is a forerunner 
of defiruCtion. How does Goliath the champion, armed 
in a mof!: formidable manner exprefs his difdain of Da­
vid the f!:rippling with his fling and his frone? .Ana 
'when the Philiflille looked about and flw "David,. he dif­
Jail/ed him: for he was but a YfJttlb. and ruddy, and of a 
foir countenance. Alld the Phiiiflille [aid unto 'David, 
Am 1 a dog, that thou comeft unto me wi.th flaves ? Alld 
the Phililline clJrfld'David by his !!,ods; and the Philijlillc 
fllid to 'David, Come to me and I wil'-~ive thy/lejh u;1I0 the 
fi'w/s of the air. and to the beafls of the field. But how 
Tuf!: and modefr the reply? Then faid7)avid to the Phi­
'ifli ne, 'Thou comefl to me with a fillord, ond with a '!pear •. 
aud with a flield, but I come unto thee in the name of the 

• There is no nory ,better known in Briti(h hinory. than tbat the officers oE 
the French army, the night preceeding the battle of Agincourt, played at dice 
for Englifll prifoncrl> before they took them, and the n~xt day were tak~n by 
them. 

t Has not this been remarkably verified in the fllamcful flight of tbe doCtor 
from his pleaf.lut habitation, on the approach <of His Majd1y's troops? Has it 
not alfo been made evident, in the many difgraceful retrc~ts of his maiden-(ou~ 
raged army, ftl much boaned of by him, for doing mighty fatr:s. on the ap~ 
pruach of His Majefly's Veteran troop. ? So Ro 
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Lord of holls, the God of the armies of lfrael. 1vhom thou 
bafi dejied*. 'I was 'well pleafed with a remark, of this 
kind thirty years ago in a pamphleq, in which it was 
obferved, that there was a great deal of prophane ofte­
nation in the names given to ihips of war, as the ViB:ory, 
the Valiant, the Thunderer, the Dreadnought, the 
Terrible, the Fire-brand, the Furnace, the Lightning, 
the Infernal, and many more of the fame kind. This 
the author confidered as a fymptom of the national cha­
raCter and manners very unfavourable, and not likely 
to obtain the bldling of the God of Heavent. , 

3. FROM what has been raid you may learn, what en­
couragement you have to put your truO: in God, and 
hope for his afIifbllce in the prefent important confliCt. 
He is the Lord of hafts, great' in might, and ftrong in 
battle. \Vhoever hath his countenance and approbation, 
fuall have the beft at laft. I do not mean to fpeak pro­
phetically, but agreeably to the analogy of faith, and 
the principles of God's moral government. Some have 
obferved, that true religion, and, in her train, domi­
nlon, riches, literature, and arts, have taken their courfe 
in a flow and gradual manner, from eaft to well fince 
the earth was fettled after the flood, and from thence 
forbode the future glory of America. I leave this as a 
matter rather of conjec~ure than certainty; but obferve, 
that if your caure is jufl:, -if your principles, are pure, 
. and if your condua is prudent !i, you need not fear 
the multitude of oppofing hofts. 

, 

• 1 Sam. ltvii. 4",43,44,45. t Britain's Rcmcmhrancer. , 
t I am fenlible that one or two of thefe wcre Dlips taken from the French, 

which brought their names with them, But the gre;\tcfi number h .. d tloeir 
names impoled in Engl;tnd ; and I cannot help ob(erving, that the Victory oft.:n 
celebrated as the fineft filip ever built in Britain, was loel ill the night \vithout 
a fiorm, by fome unknown accident, and about twe"'e hundred perions, ma­
nv of them of tl'c fira families in the nation were buried with it in the (Ieep. 
I'do not mcau to infer any thing from tliis, hut, that we ought to live under 
the prac.l:ical perfuafion of what 110 man will doctrinally deny, that there is no 
warring with the elements, or him who directs their force, that he is ahle to 
write difappointment on the wi(efl homan fchemes, and by the word of his 
power to frufirate the efforts of the greatefi monarch upon earth, 

n It is an old and common faying, that if's and and's. have fpoiled manv a 
good charter. Were we td judge of the goodnefs of the American callfe hy the 
effeCts which have attended it as yet, the doCtor himlt:lf may by this ,time ~ce. 

, 
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IF your caufe is juO: you may look with confidence 
, t() the Lord and intreat him to plead it as his own. You 
aTe all my witneffes; that this is the firfl: time of my in­
troducing any political fubje& into the pulpit. At this 
fearon, however, it is not only lawful but neceifary; and 
I willingly embrace the opportunity of declaring my 0-

~inio~ 'wi~hout a~y hefitat~on, that the f~uf~ in whic? 
Amerlc.a IS now In arms, IS the ~aufe of Jufbce, of 1I­
bertv, and of human nature. So far as we have hi-

• 
therto proceeded, I am fatisfied that the confederacy 
of the colonies, has not been the effect of pride, refent:. 
ment, or fedition, but of a deep and general conviction, 
that our civil and religious liberties; and confequently 
in a great meafure the teI?poral and eternal happinefs 
of us' and our pofierity depended on the iffue *. The 
knowledge of God and his truths havG from the begin­
ning of the world been chiefly, if not entirely confined 
to thefe parts of the earth, where fome degree of liberty 
and political juftice were to be feen, and great were the 
difficulties with which they had to firuggle form the im­
perfection of human [oeiety, and the unjufl: decifions of 
ufurped authority. There is not a fingle infta!lce in 
'hifi:ory in which civil liberty was loft, and religious Ii-

that their caufe is neither jun, nor their principles pure, 1I0r has their condllCt 
been prudent, otherwfe fuch a train of difappointments and unfuccc:fsful at-
tempts, would not luvefo repeatedly o1drkcd their unuertal:ings S. R. 

• Will the doaor's ipfe dixit, that the caufe in which America is now in 
.atms, prove that it is the caufe of juflice. of liberty, and. of hum~n n,lture? \~rill 
his politively averring, that the confrderacy of I'lle coloni<:s. is not the effeCl: 
.of pl'ide, refentmcnt. Or fedition. gain credit with any but the deluded colo­
.nins, and thefe difaffeCled to our civil admininrations? How will the doCtor 
be able to inllruCt, tbat not only the civil and 'religious liberties, bllt the tem­
poral and eternal happinefs of the Americans depend on the fnccef.ful iffue of 
their independent confederacy? Can paying a (mall, necefl:'ry, and eqllitahJs:: 
taxation, ill order to fupport and defend the Americans in their rights and 
privilegt·s, ever afic-ct either their civil or religious liberties, or yet their tcm­
'poral or ((ernai happioefs? Tho' the doctor. aDd his partizans, may alledge, 
the Americans being tax(d at all, is an incroachment upon civil property. how 
will tht'Y be able to inllru8. th.u their religious liberticos have in the lean ht:Cll 
invaded; or that either their temporalllr eternal ha •. pint:fs depend un tLe 
iffue? ' Many of the American~·have inde"d,' by thdr folly, elldang~rcd their 
Jemporal happinels by their '~\'olt, the doaor.himf..lf not exceptea': But if the 
eternal happinefs of them and their ponerity depend on a fuccefsful iffue of it 
in their fa yours, it is to be f~ .. r!=d lhey will h~ve hut a very precari0us title tl) 

- iternal fdicity, eveQ though t!l\:y hdve,the doetor himfelf OD,their head. S.ll. 
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berty preferved entire. If therefore we yield up our 
temporal property, we at the fame time deliver the con­
fcience into bondage. 

You fhall not, my brethren, hear from me in the 
pulpit, what you have never heard fro!p. me in conver;. 
fation; I mean, railing at the king perf on ally , or even 
his minifiers and the parliament, and people of Britain 
as fo many barbarous favages. Many of their actions 
have probably been worfe than their intentions. That 
they fhould defire unlimited dominion, if they can obtain 
or preferve it" is neither new nor wonderful. I do not 
l-efufe fubmiffion to their unjuft claims, becaufe they are 
corrupt or profligate, although probably many of them 
are fo; but becaufe they are men, and therefore liable .. , 
to all the felfilh bias infeparable from human nature. I 
call this claim unjuft of making laws to bind us in all 
cafes whatfoever, becaufe they are feperated from us, 
in dependant of us, and have an interefl: in oppofing us. 
"Vlould any man who could prevent it, give up his eft ate, 
perfon, and family, to the difpofal of his neighbqur, al. 
though he had lib~rty to chufe th~ wifeft and the befi 
mafter? Surely not. This is the true and proper hinge 
of the controverfy between Great-Britain and America. 
It is however to be added, that fuch is their diftance 
from us, that a wife and prudent adminifhation of our 
affairs is as impotlible as the claim of authority is unjuft. 
Such is and ll1uft be their ingnoran~e of the flate of 
things here, fo much time ll1ufi: e1apfe before an error 
can be feen and rC"medied, and fo much injull:ice and 
partiality mull: be expeCted from the arts and mifrepre­
fentation of interell:ed perfons, that for thefe colonies to 
depend wholly upon the legiilature of Great-Britain, 
would be lik~ many other oppreffive connexions, injury 
to the mafl:er, and ruin: to the flave *. 

, 

.. The dodor, in this paragraph, d"es nOI only flyly inlinuale, but cut deep. 
The King, his minillers. and the parliament. are reprefentcd, many of th .. m 
at kall, a. unjllji. cOr/'"pt, and profligate, ifuot even harbarousfavagu: a dialed. it 
fcerns, he: aecufiomed hirnfelf to uut of the pulpit, as well as in it. If the 
dif/ance of Britain from North-America renders.3 prudent adminifiration impef­
ftbl<", and jullifit's their revolt; thcn~: UpOD the fame principles, and with 
much more propriety, the inh~bitanrs of South-America and the Eafi-Indies 
aloulu reVOlt from th.;. refpc:Cl:ive fovcrc:igns. Has tbe: Britilh c;laim of au-

THE 
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THE management of the war itfelf on their part, would 

furnifu new proof of this, if any were needful. Is it 
not manifefi with what abfurdity and impropriety they 
have conduCted their own defigns? We had nothing fo 
JIluch to fear as di1fenfion; and they have, by wanton 
. , 'unneceffary cruelty *', fo·reed us' into union. At the 
fame time to let us fee what we have to expect, and 
what would be the fatal eonfequence of unlimited fub­
million, they have uniformly called thofe, aas Lenity, 
which filled this whole continent with refentment and 
horror. The inneffable difdain expreffed by our fellow 
fubjeCt, in faying, " That he would not hearken to A­
merica, till {he was at his feet," has armed more men, 
ana infpired more deadly rage, than could have been 
do~e by laying waile a whole prov~nce with fire and 
fword. Again, we wanted not numbers, but time; 
and they fent over handful after handful, till we were 
ready to oppof~ a multitude greater than they have to 

d t. In fine, if there was one place fhonger than 
reft, and more able and willing to rellil, there they 

the attack, and left the others till they were duly 
ed, completely incenfed, and fully furnifhed with 
infirument of war t. ' 

ty over the Americans become IlnjUjl, fince the doCtor took up his rdidence 
them 1 Can Britain be more ignorant of the f!:ate of things am eng the 

nGW than formerly? Had the doCtor kept his ,place in Beith. or 
in Pailley, it would have been more happy for the poor infatuated and 

Americans to-day than it is. ' 
• What wanton inctanccs of cruelty can the doCl:or mean 1 On the fide or 
King" troops we have not heard of any; but by the provincials, very many. 

the doCtor wrote this paragraph, had he: no mind of the barbarous eu-
of and feathering, praCtifed by the provincials on his Majdly's 

; and their clearing fame of their jun debts with a brace 
bullets the head? And ,,,hat amazing height of cruelly have they 

to, ill not only laying towns and cities walle by fire, kiIling in cold 
but inhumanely and wantonly mangling and tlilinernberillg the body 

dead ia a mof!: filocking manner? S. R. ' 
t What has now become of thC=fe nllmbers? alld what mighty atchievmcnts 

been done by them 1 durn they ever yet face thefe handfuls? Nay. 
they not always made precipitant· and difgraceful flights hefore his Ma-

forces ? S. R. ' 
What mighty fates has not the dodor made the provincial army do, in 

pulpit at Prince· town, on the 17th of l .. ray bct! What a figlU'C in hictory 
tue heroic aCtions of thefe fons of rebellion makci, in future ages! The 

nand they made at Loug-Illand! the gallant fight at Ne,v-York! 
the King's infatuated army at KiDg's-br~dgc! 1'or:-J..ce, &&. be. w,ill 
their gallantry! E. R. 

I MEN--
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I MENTION thefe things, my brethren, not only as 
grounds of confidence in God, who can eafily overthrow 
the wifdom of the wife, but as decifiye' proofs of the 
impoffibility of ·th~fe .great and growi.n~ Aates, 'being 
fafC! and happy when every part of. thelrmternal olity 
is dependent on Great-Britain. If, on account 0 tpeir 
difiance:, and ignorance ()f our fituation, they could not 
conduCt their ~wn ~uar~el with p:oprjety for one year, 
'how can they gIve dueCtlon and vIgour to every depart. 
ment of our civil conHitutions from 4ge to age *? Th~re 
are fixed bounds to every human' thing. When the 
branches of a tree grow very large and wei hty they 

. fall ofr from the trunk. The fharpdl fwor will not 
pierce when it cannot reach. And there is a certain 
difrance from the feat of govem~e.nt, where,an attempt 
to rule will either produce tyranny and helplefs fubjec. 
tion, or provoke rdiftance and effect a feparation. 

I HAVE faid, if your principles are pure- The mean. 
ing of this is, if your prefent oppofition to the claims of 
the Britifh miniftry does not arife from a feditious and 
turbulent fpirit, or a wanton contempt of legal authori. 
ty; from a blind and faClious attachment to particular 
perfons or parties; or from a felfifh rapacious difpofiti. 
on, and a defire to turn public confufion to private pro. 
nt but from a concern for .m.e inter.eft of y.(;mr coun, 
try, and the fafety of yourfelves and your 
On this fubjeC11 cannot help obferving, that '. 
would be a miracle if there were not many felfifh 
fons among us, and difcoveries now a,.nd then ;made 
mean and interdl:ed tranfaetions, yet they have beel 
comparatively inconfiderable both in number and .efFe 
In gener~l, there has been fo great a degree of pu 
fpirit) that we have much more reafon to be th dl 
for its vigour and prevalence, than to wonder at 
few appearances of difhonefiy or difaffeCtion. It 
be very uncandjd to afcribe the p.niverfal ardour t 

• It is mor~ than probahle the doCtor ""ill now he convinced, though 
)at~, that matt~r' have been' eonduC\;ed with as much propriety by Britain, 
jf he himfelf had been at the helm; notwilhfianding their great tliftanu, 
all tbat ignlmmu and j1upie/it} .he wo.uld have ,hemt\) be poffdfed of. s . 

• • .-
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has prevailed among all ranks of men, and the fpirited 
exertions in the mofl: difl:ant colonies to any thing elre 
than public fpirit. Nor was there ever perhaps in hi­
{lory-fa .general a commotion from which religious dif- , 
ferences have been fa entirely excluded. Nothing of 
this kind has as yet been heard, except of late in the 
ab'furd, but malicious and detefl:ible attempts of our ~e\V' 
remaining enemies to introduce them. At the fame 
time I mufl: alfo, for the honour of this country obferve, 
that though government in the ancient forms has been 
fa long unhinged, and in fame colonies not fufIicient 
care taken to fubllitute another in its place; yet has 
'there been, by common confent, a much greater degree 
of order and public peace, than men of reflexion and 
€xpel"ience foretold or expeB:ed. From all thefe cir­
cumftances I conclude. favourably of the principles of 
the friends of liberty, and do earnefilyexhort you to 
adopt and aa upon thofe which have been defcribed, 
and reflO: the influence of every other. 

ONe E· more, if to the jufiice of your caure, and the 
purity of your principles you add prudence in your con­
dua, there will be the greatefi reafon to hope, by the 
bleHing of God, for profperity and fuccefs. By pru­
'dence in conducting this important firuggle, I have 
chiefly in view union, firmnefs, and patience. Every 
body mufi perceive the abfolute necefiity of union. It 
is indeed in every body's mouth, and therefore inflead 
of attempting to convince you of its importance, I will 
only caution you againfl: the ufual caufes of devifion. 
If perfons of every rank, inftead of implicitely comply­
ing with the orders of thofe whom they themfelves 
have chofen to direa, will needs judge evei-y meafure 
over again, when it comes to be put in execution. If 
different claffes of men intermix their little private views, 
or clafhing interefi with public affairs, and marfhal into 
parties, the merchant againH the landholder, and the 
landholder againft the merchant. If local provincial 
pride and jealoufy arire, and you allow yourfelves to 
fp<;ak with contempt of the courage, charaCter, man· 
ners, or even language of particular places, ~ou are 

doing 
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doing a greater injury to the common caufe, than you 
are aware of. If fuch praCtices are admitted among us, 
I ihall look upon it as one of the moil: dangerous fymp­
~oms, ~nd if they become g~neral, a prefage of approach­
mg rum. 

By firmnefs and patience, I mean a refolute adherence 
to your duty, and laying your account with many diffi­
culties as well as occafional difappointments. In a form­
er part of this difcourfe, I have cautioned you againfl:· 
oftenation and vain glory. Be pleafed further to obferve, 
that extremes often beget one another; the fame p~rfom; 
who exult extravagantly on fuccefs, are generally mofl: 
liable to defpondent timidity onevery little inconfiderable 
defeat. Men of this charaCter are the bane and cor-

• 

ruption of every fociety or party to which they belong; 
but they are efpecially the ruin of an army, if fuffered to 
continue in it. Remember the viciffitude of human 
things, and the ufual courfe of providence. How often 
has a juil: caufe been reduced to the lowefl: ebb, and 
yet when firmly adhered to, has become finally triumph­
ent? I fpeak. this now while the affairs· of the colonies 
are in fo profperous a frate, leO: this profperity itfelf 
fhould render you lefs able to bear unexpeCted misfor. 
tunes -The fum of the whole is, that the blefiing of 
God is only to be looked for by thore who are not want­
ing in the difcharge of their own duty. I would neither 
have you to truft in an arm of fldh, nor fit with folded 
hands and expect that miracles fhould be wrought in 
your defence. This is a fin which is in fcripture friled 
tempting God. In oppofition to it, I would exhort you 
as Joab did the hoft of Ifrael, who though he does not 
appear to have had a fpotlefs charaCter throughout, cere 
tainly in this inftance fpoke lik~ a prudent general and a 
pious man. Be of good courage, and let us behave our· 

ftlves valiantly for our people., and for the critics if our 
God; and let tbe Lord do that which is good in bis jight!lO. 

I SHALL now conclude this difcourfe by fome exhor. 
tations to duty founded upon the truths, which han: 

«-- 2 Sam. x. 12. 
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'been ilIuftrated above, and fuited to the interefiing Il:ate 
of this country at the prefent time; and, 

I. SUFFER me to recommend to you an attention to 
the publicintereft of religion ; or, in other words, zeal 
for the glory of God and the good of others. I have 
already endeavoured to, exhort finners to repentance; 
what! have here in view is to point out to you the con­
cern which every good man ought to take in the national 
character and manners, and the means which he ought 
to ufe for promoting public virtue, and bearing down 
impiety and vice. This is a matter of the utmoft mo­
ment, and which ought to be well underfl:ood, both in 
its nature and principles. Nothing is more certain than 
that a general profligacy and corruption of manners 
makes a people ripe for deftruB:ion. A good form of 
government may hold the rotten materials 'together for 
fome time, but beyond a certain pitch even the beft 
confiitution will be ineffectual, and flavery muft enfue. ' 
On the other hand, when the manners of a nation are 
pure, when true relig;ion and internal principles maintain 
their vigour, the attempts of the moIl: powerful enemie.s 
to opprefs them arc commonly baffled and difappointed. 
This will be found equally cert:lin, whether we confider 
the great principles of God's moral government, or the 
operation and influence of natural caufes. 

WE-I.AT follows from rhis? That he is the beft friend 
to American 'liberty, who is mofl: fincere and aB:ive in 
promoting true and undefiled religion, and who fets 
himfelf with the greatefi firmnefs to bear down proph2-
nity and immorality of every kind. Whoever is an a­
vowed enemy to God, .1 fcruple not to call him an ene­
my to his country. Do not fuppofe, my brethren, that 
I mean to recommend a furious and angry zeal for the 
circumfiantials of religion, or the contentions of one 
feB: with another about their peculiar difiinB:ions. I 
do not with you to oppofe any body's religion, but every 
body's wickednefs. Perhaps there are few furer marks 
of the reality of religion, than when a man feels himfe1f 
more joined in fpirit to a truly holy perfon of a different 
denomination, than to an irregular liver of his own. It 
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is therefore your duty, in this important and critical fea­
ion, to exert yourfelves everyone in his proper fphere 
to fiem the tide of prevqiling vice, to p'romote the know­
ledge of God, the reverence of his name and worfhip, 
and obedience to his laws. 

PERHAPS you will aik, what it is that you are called 
to do for this purpofe farther than your own perfonal 
duty? I anfwer, this itfelf, when taken in its proper 
extent, is not a little. The nature and obligation of 
vifible religion is, I am afraid, li!tle underftood, and lefs 
attended to. 

MANY from a real or pretended fear of the imputation 
of hypocrify, banifh frOlil their converfation and carriage, 
every appearance of refpea and fubmiffion to the living 
God. What a weaknefs and meannefs of fpirit does it 
difcover for a man to be afhamed in the prefence of his 
fellow finners, to profe[~ that reverence to almighty 
God which he inwardly feels? The truth is, he makes 
himfelf truly liable to the accufation \vhich he means to 
avoid. It is as genuine and perhaps a more culpable 
hypocrify to appear to have lefs religion than you really 
have, than to appear to have more. This falfe fhame 
is a more extenfive evil than is commo.nly apprehended. 
Vile contribute confiantly, though infenfibly, to form 
each others charaCter and mann~rs; and therefore, the 
ufefulnefs of a frrialy holy and confcientious deport­
ment is not confined to the po{feffor, but fpreads its 
happy influence to all that are within its reach. I need 
fcarcely add, that in proportion as men are difringui£hed 
by underfranding, literature, age, rank, office, wealth, 
or any other circumfrance, their example will be ufeful 

. on the one hand, or pernicious on the other. . 
BUT I cannot content myfelf with barely recommend­

ing a filent example. There is a dignity in virtue which 
is entitled to authority, and ought to claim it. In many 
cafes it is the duty of a good man, by open reproof and 
oppofition, to wage war with profanenefs. There is a fcrip­
ture precept delivered in very fingularterms, to which I ceg 

. your attention; '1houjhalt not hate thy brotbcr in tbJ' heart, 
but jhalt iJz an)' 'U.:ays rebuke /Jim, and not JufJcr jin upon bim. 
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How prone are many to reprefent reproof as flowing from 
ill nature and furlinefs of temper? The Spirit of God, on 
the contrary, confiders it as the effect of inward -hatred, 
or want of genuine love, to forbear reproof when it is 

,neceffary, or may be ufc::ful. I am fenfible there may, 
in fome cafes, be a refrraint from prudence, agreeably 
to that caution of Solomon, Cafi not your pearls before 
fwine, ldl they trample them under their feet, and tUrl'/' 
again and rent you. Of this every man mufr judge as 
well as he can for himfelf; but certainly, either by 
open reproof, or expreffive filence, or fpeedy departure 
from fuch fociety, we ought to guard againfr being par-
takers of other mens fins. . -

To this let me add, that if all men are bound in fome 
I degree, certain claffes of men are under peculiar obliga­
. tions to the difcharge of this duty.- Magifrrates, mini­

frers, parents, heads of families, and thofe whom age 
has rendered venerable, are called to ufe their authority 
and influence for the glory of God and the good of o­
thers. Bad men themfelves difcover an inward convic­
tion of this, for they are often liberal in their reproaches 
of perfons of grave characters of religious profeffion, if 
they bear with patience the profanity of others. Inftead 
of enlarging on the duty of men in authority in general, 
I m:ufr particularly recommend this matter to thofe who 
have the command of foldiers inlifted for the defence of 
their country. The caufe is facred, and the champions 
for it ought to be holy. Nothing is more grieving to 
the heart of a good man, than to hear from thofe who 
are going to the field, the horrid found of curfing and 
blafphemy; it cools the ardour of his prayers, as well 
as abates his confidence and hope in God. Many more 
circumfiances affect me in fuch a cafe, than I can enlarge 
upon, or indeed eafily enumerate at prefent; the glory 
of God, the interefr of the deluded finner, going like a 
devoted victim and imprecating vengeance 0n his own 
head, as well as the caufeitfelf committed to his care. 
We have fometimes taken the liberty to forebode the 
downfall of the Britifh empire; from the corruption and, 
degeneracy of the people. Vnhappily.the Britifu foldiers 
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have been difli~guifhed among all the nations in EuropeJ 

for the mort fhocking profanity. Shall we then pretend 
to emulate them in th~s infernal diftinction, or rob them 
of the horrid privilege? God' forbid. Let the officers 
of the army in every degree remember, that as military 
fubjet1:ion, while it larts, is the moil complete of any, 
it is in their power greatly to reftrain, if not wholly to 
banilh, this flagrant enormity. 

2. I EXHORT all who are not called to go into the 
field, to apply themfelves with the utmofl: diligence;: to 
works ofindufl:ry. It is in your power, by this means, 
not only to fupply the neceffities, but to add to the 
firength of your country. Habits of induflry prevailing 
in a' focidy, not only increafe its wealth, as their im­
mediate eirea, but th(!y prevent the introduaion of 
many vices, and are intimately conneCted with fobriety 
and good morals. Idlenefs is the mother or nurfe of 
almofl every vice; and want, which is its infeparable 
companion, urges men on to the mpfl: abandoned and 
deftruCtive courfes. Induflry, therefore, is a moral duty 
of the greatefr moment, abiolute1y neceffary to national 
profperity, and the fure way of obtaining the bleffing of 
God. I would alfo obferve, that in this, as in every 
other part of God's government, obedience to his will 
is as much a natural mean, as a meritorious caufe of 
the advantage we wilh to reap from it. lndufl:ry brings 
up a firm an.d hardy race. He 'who is inured to the la­
bour of the field, is prepared for t~e fatigues of a cam­
paign. The aCtive farmer, who rifes with the dawn, 
and follows his team or plow, mull in the end be an 
overmatch for thefe effeminate and delicate foldiers, who 
are nurfed in the lap of felf-indulgence, and whofe 
greateft exertion is in the important preparation for, and 
tedious attendance on, a maf'luerade, or midnight ball * . 

• 

• , 
• It i~ prOh1hk the docror is, by' this time, thoroughly con .. inct:ld. tbat the 

Britifh troops can exert themfdves, in another Ill' nner than he here reprefents 
them, when thev have an occalion pllt into their hand in .he field. And it, 
would, no douht, be very mortifying to the QOi..'lor, to fce thefe nRive farmers, 
whnm he fays ,,"auhl he all o7Jer:lIIotch for thefc ejTemiutlte and delicate foldiers, 
difg.", cCully, on every oceation, fiying hefare them, and the dodor himfdf 
'oh!i;;ed to bear them ,·ompany. • S. R. 
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'3- IN the lalil; pl~e, fuffer n~e ~o, reco~me~d to yo~ 
fr~gality in y~n,lr fq.IQiili~s, <.lnd ,evf:FrY mp~r ,a,r:tit;le ,of e~· 
pence. This the ft~te, of things attlP~g.)Js renders ab. 
folute~y neceffary, q.pq, it ft~nds iPt th~ '1lJ(){l immedia~e 
c;,opnetl:ion both w,ith ':virtlJous indt,dhy, and aaiv:~: 
public fpirit. Tempera,nee in, meals", moderation and 
deceD,c,~ in. drefs, fl,lrljI~~u.r~, and t:lquipilgfi, .have, I thi~k, 
generally been charac;li~,li~fii\cs of a diAinguifhed pa~1.'~ot., 
Alld. whe» the f<.l~ fp~ljit pervades a. peQple in general~ 
thty are fl.t for ev,ery. dmy, and, able to en,counter t,he, 
moft fOl;midable enemy. The general fu.bje~ of 
the precediAg d~fcot.).r(e has bee;n· d~e wrath of man 
praiLing God. ' If the, unjuft oppr~H~on, of your ene!l1i.es, 
which- with .. holds from yQU many of ~he ufual aFticl~ 
of ]ljlxury all:q, magnificence, lli;;l.,ll CQlltr~~utc:::, to I;11,ake 
you clothe yourfelvfis, ~nd YOll.r childr(,)n with the work~ 
of your' own hm"ds, and cover your tables with the fa­
lutary produCtions of your own foil, it will be a new il. 
luftration of the fame truth, and a real happinefs to 
yourfelves and your country. 

I COULD wi!h t9 have every go.od thing done from 
the pureft principles and the nobleft v~ews. Confider, 
therefore, that the Chrifiian charaCtt;r, particularly the 
felf-denial of the gofpel, fhould extend to your whole 
deportment. In the early times of Chriftianity, when 
adult converts were admitted to baptifm, they were 
afked among other quefiions, Do you renounce the 
world, its {hews, its pomp, and its vanities? I do. The 
form of this is mtJ.: prefervedin the adminiftration of 
baptifm, where we renounce the devil, the world, and 
the Belli. This certainly implies not only abfiaining 
from acts of grofs intemperance and excefs, but a hu­
mility of carriage, a reftraint and moderation in all your 
defires. ' The fame thing, as it is fuitable to your Chri­
fiial1 profeffion, is alfo neceffary to make you truly in­
dependent in yourfelves, and to feed the fource of libe­
rality and charity to others, or to the public. The 
riotous and wafiefulliver, whofe craving appetites make 
him conftantly needy, is and mull: be fubjeCl: to many 
millers, according to the faying of Solomon, Tht' b"rrtJ'<.f.J-
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ir is ftrvant to the lender. But the frugal and moderate 
perfon, who guides his affairs with difcretion, is able 
to affifi: in publiccounfels by a free and unbiaffed judg­
ment, to fupply the wants of his poor brethren, and 
fometimes, by his eftate, and fubfi:ance, to give im­
portant aid to a finking country. 

UPON the whole, I befeech . you to make a wife im­
provement of the prefent threatrtingafpect of public af. 
fairs, and to remember that your duty to God, to your 
country, to your families, and to yourfeIves, is the 
fame. True religion is nothing eIfe but an inward 
temper and outward conduct, fuited to your Hate and 
circumfi:ances in providence at any time. And as peace 
with God, and conformity to him, adds to the fweet­
nefs of created comforts, while we poffefs them, fo in 
times of difficulty and trial, it is in the -man of piety 
and inward principle, that we may expea: to find the 
uncorrupted patriot, the' ufeful citizen, and the in­
vincible [oldier. God grant that in America, true re­
ligion and civil liberty may be infeparable, and that the 
unjufi: attempts to defl:roy the one, may in the iffue 
ten~ to the fupport and efl:ablifhment of both . 

• 

• 
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THE END. 
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TO TH E 
• 

NATIVES of SCOTLAN D" refiding 
in AMERICA. 

-

Countrymm and Friends, 

S foon as 1 had confented to the pUblication of the 
foregoing fermon, I felt· an irrefifiible defire to 

;accompany it with a few words addreffed to you in par .. 
,ticular. I am certain I feel the attachment of country 
I ;as far as it isa virtuous o·r laudable principle, perhaps it 

would be nearer the truth to fay, as far as it is a JlIatural 
and pardonable prejudice. He who is fo pleafed may 
attribute it to this lail: when I fay, that I have never feen 
-caufe to be afharned. of the place of my birth; that fince 
the revival of arts and lett~s in Europe, in the dofe of 
the fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth century, 
the natives of Scotland have not been inferior to thofe 
of any other country, for ge.nius, erudition, military . 
prowefs, or any of thofe accompliihments which improve 
or embelJifh human nature. When to this it is added, 
that fince my coming to America at an advanced period 
of life, the friendiliip of my countrymen has been as 
much above my expectation as defert; I hope every 
reader will confider what is now to be offered, as the 
effect not only of unfeigned good-will; but of the moll: 
ardent affection. 

It has given me no little uneafinefs to hear the word 
Scotcb ured as a term of reproach in the American con­
troverfy, which could only be upon the fuppofitioll 
that {hangers of that country are more univerfally op­
pored to the liberties of America than thoie ,;"ho were 
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born in South-Britain, or in Ireland. I am fenfible that 
this has been done in fome news-papers and' contempt. 
ible anonymous publicatioQs, in a manner that was nei. 
ther warranted by truth, nor- drqtated by" prud~nce. 
There are many natives df Scohcmd in'tnis country, 
whore oppofition to the unjufr claims of Great-Britain 
has been as early and uniform, fo-unded upon as rational 
and liberal principles, and therefore likely to be as laft. 
ing, .as that of any fet of men whatever. As toOreat. 
Britain it[elf, time has now fully difcovered that the real 
friends of America in' any part of that kingdom were 
very few; and thofe whofe friendfhip was difinterefled, 
and'in no degree owing to their own political faB:ions, 
frill fewer. The wife and valuable part of the nation 
were, and as' yet are, in a great meafure ignorant of the 
fr;;tte of things in this country; neither is it eafy for 'the 
bulk of a people to fhake off their prejudices,and open 
their eyes upon the great principles of univerifal liberty. 
It is therefore at leafl: very difputable, whether there is 
any j dl: ground for the difl:inCl:ion between Scots and 
Englifh on this fubjeCl: at all. 

This difpute, however, I ·do not mean to enter .upon, 
becau[e it is of too little moment to find a place here, 
but fuppofing that, in fome provinces efpecially, the 
natives of Scotland have been too much inclined to fup­
port the u[urpations of the parent fl::ate, I will firfl:: en­
deavour to account for it, by ai1igning fome of its pro­
bable cau[es; and then' offer a few confiderations which 
fhould induce them to wipe off the afperfion entirely, by 
a contrary conduer. . 

As to the firfi of thefe, I will mention, what I fuppofe 
·to have been the firfl: and radical "caufe, and which gave 
birth to every other, of the difaffeB:ion of forne of the . 

. :native,s of Scotland to' the juft privileges of America. 
What I have in view was the fdends of liberty in many 
places 6f America, taking the part of, and feeming to 

-confider themfdves as in a great meafure engaged in the 
fame caufe with, that very diflinguifhed perfon, John 
,\Vilkes, Efq; of London. This was done, not only 
in n:.any writings and news-paper differtations, but onc 
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or two colonies, in fame of their moft refl 'hIe meet­
-ings, manifefted their attachment to him,· feemed 
to confider him as their patron and friend. N() 45, 
which was the moil: off"enfive number of a worthlefs 
paper, was repeated and echoed, by the moft filly and 
ridiculous allufions to it, through every part of the 
country, and by many who could not tell what was fig­
nified by the term. 

It will not be neceffary to fay much on th~ prudence 
of fuch conduCt, hecaufe 1 fuppofe thofe who expeded 
Wilks's mob would pull down the parliament-houfe, or 
that there would be infurreCtions all over the kingdom 
in behalf of America, are by this time fully fatisfied of 
their miftake. It appears now in the cleareH: manner, 
that, till very lately, thofe who feemed to take the part 
of America in. the Britifh parliament, never did it on 

! American principles. They either did not underftand, 
I or were not willing to admit, the extent of our claim. 

Even the great Lord Chatham's bill for reconciliation 
would not have been accepted here, and did not mate­
rially differ from what the miniftry would have confent­
ed to. The truth is, the far greatefi part of the coun­
tenance given in Britain to the complaints of this coun­
try, was by thofe who had no other intention in it than 
~to ufe them as an engine of oppofition to the minifiry for 
the time being. It is true, fame of them have' now 
learned to reafon very jufily, and upon· the moft liberal 
principles; but their number is not great, and it was 
not the cafe with anyone fpeaker or writer, whofe works. 
I have had tpe opportunity of perufing, till the very Ian-
frage of the q uarrd. . 

What effea: this Wilkifm (if I may fpeak fa) of many 
Americans may be fuppofed to have had upon the minds 
of gentlemen from Scotland, it is not difficult to explain. 
That gentleman, and his affociates, thought proper to 
found the whole of their oppofition to the then minifrry, 
upon a contempt and hatred of the Scots nation; and by 
the moIl: illiberal methods, and the moIl: fcandalous falfe­
hoods, to ftir up a natIonal jealo.ufy between the north en 
and fouthern parts of the ifland.. There was not a: .vile 
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term or h. idea, which ancient vulgar animofity had 
ever ufed, . ugh long union had made them fcarce1y 
intelligible, which he did not . rake up and attempt to 
bring into credit, by writing and converfation. The 
confequence of this is well known. Wilks and fome 
others were burnt in effigy in Scotland; and it produced 
fo general an attachment to the king and miniftry, as 
has not yet fpent its force.' In thefe circum{}:ances is 
it to be wondered at that many who left Scotland, with­
in the lafl: fifteen years, when they heard Wilks, and 
thofe who adhered to him, extolled and celebrated by 
the fons of liberty, fllOUld be apt to confider it as an e­
vidence of the fame fpirit, and that they were engaged 
in fupport of the fame caufe. Perhaps we may go a 
little higher with this remark; in tracing political ap­
pearances to their fource. It is generally faid, that the 
King himfelf has difcovered a violent, rancorous, perfonal 
hatred againfl: the Americans. If this. be true, and I 
know nothing to the contrary, it may be eafily account­
ed for upon the very fame principles. 

1 am far from fuppofing that this was a good reafon 
for any man's being cool to the American caufe, which 
was as different from that of \Vilks, as light is from 
darknefs. It was indeed doing great difllOnour to the 
nGble fl:ruggle, to fuppofe it to have any connecrion with 
who {hould be in or out of court-favour at London; 
and therefore it was always my opinion, that thofe who 
railed againfl: the King and minifl:ry only, did not carry 
the argument hOlne, nor fully underfiand the nature of 
their: own plea. In order to jufl:ify the American oppo­
fition, it is not neceffary to {hew that the perfons in 
power have invaded liberty in Britain; it is fufIlciem to 
fay, that they, with the concurrence of the whole na­
tion, have refufed to fuffer it to continue in the colonies. 

This leads me to the fecond part of my defign, ,vhich 
was to lay before you the reafons which, I think, fhould 
induce every lover of jufiice and of mankind, not only 
to be a well-willier, but a firm and 1l:edfafl: friend to A­
{merica, in this important contefi. 
. It has been often f~id, that the prefent is likely to be 
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. ~. i.mportant rera to America. I think we fay much 
.nore; it is likely to be an 'important rera hifl:-ory 
of mankind. In the anden~ ~igrations, a new country 
Wa& generall fettled by a fmall unconneEted, and often 
an ignorant and. The people and the foil were alike 
~ncultivated, and therefore they proceeded to improve­
~ent by very flow degrees; nay, many of them fell back 
and degenerated into a fl:ate vaflly more favage than the 
people from whence they came. In America we fee a 
rich. and valuable foil, and an extenfive country, taken 
poffeffion of by the power, the learning, and the wealth 
of Europe. For this reafon it is now exhibiting to the 
world a fcene which was never feen before. It has had 
a progrefs in improvement and population, fa rapid as 
po political calculators have been able to afcertain. I 
look upon every thing that has been [aid upon this fub· 
jeB: to be mere conjeCture, except in fuch places as there 
has been an aCtual numeration. When men fay that 
America doubles its number in fifteen, twenty, or 
twenty-five years, they fpeak by guefs, and they fay no­
thing. In fome places that may be under or over the 
.truth; but there are vafl: traCts of land that fill every 
~yeat: with inhabitants, and yet the old fettled places ftill 
.continue to increafe. I 

. It is proper to obferve, that the Britiih fettlements 
_have been improved in a proportion far beyond the fet­
~tlements of other European nations. To what call this 
.be afcribed? Not to the climate; for they are of all 
climates: Not to the people; for they are a mixture of 
.all nations. It mull therefore be refolved fingly into the 
,degree of Britiih liberty which they brought from home, 
and which pervaded more or lefs their feveral confiituti. 
fons. It has been repeated to us, I kno\\' not how often, 
by the mercenary fhort-fighted writers in favour of [ub-

"miffion to, or re-union with Great-Britain, that we have 
:thriven very much in paft times by our dependence OIl 

the mother-country, and therefore we ihould be loth to 
part. Thefe writers forget that the very complaint is, 

. that {he will not fuffer' us to enjoy our ancient rights. 
Can any pail:: experience {hew that we {hall thrive under 
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new i ? I lhould be glad any {uch reafoners 
would attempt to prove that we have thriven by our de­
pendence, and not by the degree of independence which 
we have hitherto enjoyed. If we have. thriven by our 
dependence, I conceive it is a neceffary confequence 
that thofe provinces mull: have thriven moil: which have 
been moll: dependent. But the contrary is felf~evident. 
Thofe which have hitherto enjoyed the freeft form of 
government, though greatly inferior in foil and climate, 
have yet oud1:ripped the others in number of people and 
value of land, merely becaufe the laft were more under 
the influence of appointments and authority from 
home. 

When this is the undeniable £late of things, can any 
perf on of a liberal mind willi that there great and grow­
ing countries lliould be brought back to a £late of fub­
jeaion to a di£lant power? And can any man deny, that 
if they had yielded to the claims of the Britifu parlia­
ment, they would have been no better than a parcel of 
tributary £lates, ruled by lordly tyrants, and exhau£led 
by unfeeling penfioners, under the commiffion of one 
too diftant to hear the cry of oppreffion, and fur round­
ed by thofe who had an intere£l in deceiving him *. It 
ought, therefore, in my opinion, to meet with the cor­
dial approbation of every impartial perron, as I am con­
fident it will of pofterity, that they have united for com­
mon defence, and refolved that they will be both free 
and independent, becaufe they cannot be the one with­
out the other. 

As this meafure, long forefeen, has now taken place, 
I fhall beg leave to fay a few things upon it; in which 

~ The doCtor, in the whole of this Addrds. as well as in fundry pafi"ages Us 
the preceding Sermon, has given uncontefied evidences of his being an impla­
cable enemy both to his King and cOlJntry~ In the prefent paragraph, and p. 4:1.. 
and in Serm. p. 9, :1.3. 2.8, 36. he {peak~ with the utmon indignity of his law­
ful (uperiors. Could even Wilks himfelf, that arch enemy to hi' hwful Sq­
vertign, and to the prudent mea(ures of the Britil11 parliament. have. uttered 
himfelf with lllore contempt and difdaiu? Is it pomble fur the moil: !lench 
frit·nds of the doCtor. to offer any-apology for the fide he has now taken, and 
the: part he is at prefent aCl:iug 1 Does it ar all comp"rt witb hi. former prin­
ciplrs and profd'lioll to aCl:' the part of a tr.aitor to his King, an enemy 10 his 
couutry, and a (ower of {edition and rebellious courfes among his fellow-filb­
jl:<-'h. which the Spirit of God dedares to be as the fin of 'Wilcbcrofi ! S. R. 

. I mean 
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lmean to thow, I. That it was necetrary.' . z~ That it 
will be honourable and profitable. And, 3. That, iIi 
all probability, it will be no injury, but a real advantage, 
to the Ifland of Great·Britain. 

• 

I. It had become abfolutely neceffary. All reconci-
Jiatien, but upon the footing of abfolute unconditional 
fubmiffion, had been pofitively refufeq by Great-Bri­
tain; unlefs, therefore, the colonies had refolved to 
continue in a loofe and broken frate, with the name of 
a government which they had taken arms to oppofe, the 
fiep which they have now taken could not have been a­
voided. Befides, things had proceeded fo far, and fucb 
meafures had been taken on both fides, that it had be­

. come impoffible to lay down a {cherne by which they 
fhould be fure of our dependence, and we, at the fame 
time, fecured in our liberties. While things continued 
in their ancient frate, there was perhaps a power on the 
part of each, of which they were hardly confcious, or 
were afraid and unwilling to exert. But after the en­
croachments had been made and refifted, to expeCt any 
thing eIfe than a continual attempt to extend authority 

. on the one hand, and to guard againft it on the other, 
is to difcover very little knowledge of human nature. 

I Inf1.lch a fituation, though every claim of America 
: fhould be yielded, fhe would foon be either in a flate 
i of continual confufion, or abfolute fubmiffion. The 
king of England, living in his Englifh dominions, would 
not, and indeed durft not, alfent to any aCt of an Ame­
rican legil1ature, that was, or was fuppofed to be hurt­
ful to his Englifh fubjecrs. This is not founded on con­
jeCture, but experience. There is not (at leafi: Dean 
Swift affirms it) any dependence of Ireland upon Eng­
land, except an act of the Irifh parliament, that the king 
of England fhall be the king of Ireland. This laIl: has 
a feperate independent legiflature, and in every thipg 
eIre, but the above circumflan~e, feems to be perfectly 
free; yet if any man fhould affert, that the one king-­
dom is not truly fubjeB: to the other,J he would, in my 
opinion, know very little of the fiate and hifiory of ei­
ther. 

2. A -Hate 



• 

-
.' ~. 'A fi~te.of independency will be both hooourable 

and profitable to this country. I pafs Qver m3.J)Y aR~n .. 
tages in the way of (:ommerce, as w~l1 3$ iJl Q~~~ re .. 
fpeets) that muft neceffarily accrue from it, tha~ I may 
dwell a little 'on the great and leading benefit, whi<;:h is 
the foundation of all the refl:. W efhallhav~ the 'op­
portunity of forming plans of gov~nment q.pon th~ moil: 
rational" juft, and equal principles. I confefs I have al­
ways looked upon this with a kind of enthuuaftic fatis­
faaion~ The cafe never happened before fillce the world 
began. All the governments we have read of in former 
ages were fettled by caprice or accident, by the influence 
of prevailing parties or particular perfons, or prefcribed 
by a conqueror. Important improvements indeed have 
been forced upon fame conftitutions by the Spirit of 
daring men, fupported byJuccefsful infurreCtions. _ But 
to fee government, in large and populous countries, fet. 
tIed from its foundation, by deliberate cOl,mfel,-apd di. 
·recred immediately to the public good of the prefent and 
future generations, while the people are waiting for the. 
decifion with full confidence in the wifdom and impar.· 
tiality of thofe to whom they have fommitted the im. 
portant truft, is certainly altogether new. We learn 
·indeed from hiftory that fmall tribes and feeble ne,v 
fettlements, did fometimes employ one man of eminent 
wifdom, ". to .prepare a fyftem of laws for them. Even 
this WaS a wife meafure., and attended with happy effeCts, 
· But, how vaft the difference, when we have the expe­
rience of all paft ages, the hiftory of human fociety, and 
the well.known caufes of .profperity and mifery in other 
governments, to affifi us in the choice * ? 

· The profpeB:' of ·this happy circumftance, and the 
poffibility of lofing it, and fuffering the fearon to pafs 
over., has filled me with anxiety for fome time. So far 
as we have hitherto proceeded, there has been grea 

• 

• It would have quite exceed~d every degree of modefiy for the doaor t 
· have here: mentioned bi$ OWIf affifiance; though, no doubt, it was the thought 

of being emploved to plan a fynem of government, and fOrm a cod of ja\V; 

for the regulation rif·t"e·re:volted provinces of Ame:ricol, that filledhiOl with 
kin.' of tnlbujiajlic fatif/ambn, to u(e his own phrafe, at the prefeDt {cherne 0 

jndcpelld~cy. as this would cODfiuerably gratify his ambitious mind. S, R . , 
unanllmt 
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un~nimity and public fpirit. The inhabitants of every 
province,' and perrons of all denominations, have vied 
with each other in zeal for the common intereft. But, . 
was it 'Dot to be feared that fome men 'would acquire 
over-beating influence? that human weaknefs and hu-
man paffions would difcover themfelves, and prevent the 
finifhing of what had been fo happily begun? In the 
time of the civil wars in England, had they fettled a 
regular form of government affoon as the parliament 
haq obtained an evident fuperiority, their liberties would 
never have been :ihaken, and the revolution would have 
been unneceffary. But by delaying the thing fo long; 
they were_ broken into parties and bewildered in their 
views, and at lail: tamely fubmitted, without refifiance, 
to that very tyranny againfi which they had fought with 
fa much glory and fuccefs. For this reafon I think that 
every candid and liberal mind ought to rejoice in the 
meafures lately taken through the ftates of America, and 
particularly the late declaration of independence, as it 
will not only give union and force to the meafures of 
defence, while they are neceffary, but lay a foundation 
for the birth of millions, and the future improvement 
of a great part of the globe. I have only further to 
obferve, 

I 3· That I am confident the independenL'C of America 
will, in the end, be to the real advantage of the Wand 

lof Great-Britain. "\Vere this even otherwife, it would 
! be a weak argument againfi the claim of juftice. '\Thy 
I lhould the fecurity or profperity of this vaft country be 
: facrificed to the fuppofed intereft of an inconfiderabl.e 
fpot? But I cannot believe that the mifery and fubjec':' 
tion of any country on earth, is nece{fary to the happi­
nefs of another. Blind partiality and felf-interefi may 
reprefent it in this light; but the opinion is delufive, 
the fuppofition is falfe. The fuccefs and increafe of one 
nation is, or may be, a benefit to every other. It is 
feIdom, indeed, that a people in general can receive and 
adopt thefe generous fentiments; they are neverthelefs 
perfeCtly jufl:. It is induftry only, and not pofie:lIions~ • 
that make$ the fl:rength and wealth of a nation; and 

, this 
• 
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t.his is not hindered, but encouraged, provoked, and re­
warded by the induftry of others". 

But to leave the general principle, or rather to apply 
it to the cafe of Great-Britain and America: What pro­
fit has. the former hitherto received from the latter? and 
what can it reafonably expeCl: for the future? Only its 
trade, and fuch part of that trade as tends to encourage 
the indufi:ry and increafe the number of the inhabitants 
of that Hland. It will be faid, they intend to raife a 
large, clear, net revenue upon us, by taxation. It has 
been fhewn by many, that all the taxes which they could 
raife, would only ferve to feed the infatiable de fire of 
wealth in place men and penfioners, to increafe the in­
fluence of the crown, and the corruption of the people. 
It was by the acquifition of numerous . provinces that 
Rome hafi:ened to its ruin. But even fuppofing it 0-

therwife, and that without any bad confequence among 
themfelves, they were to acquire a great addition to 
their yearly revenue, for every fuilling they gained by 
taxes, they would lofe ten in the way of trade. For a 
trifling addition' to the fums of public money to be ap­
plied or wafted, by minifiers of ftate, they would lofe ten 
times the quantity difi:ributed among ufeful manufac­
turers, the ftrength and glory of a fiate. I think this 
has been fometimes compared to the difference between 
draughts of fpirituous liquors to intoxicate the head or 
weaken the fiorpach, and cool refrdhing food to giye 
foundnefs, health, and vigour to every member of the 
body. . 

The trade, then, of America, as foon as peace is fet­
tled, will be as open to them as ever. But it will be 
faid, they have now an exclufive trade, tlley will then 
but {hare it with other nations. I anfwer, an exclufive 
trade is not eafily preferved, and when it is preferved, 
the refi:riCl:ion is commonly more hurtful than. ufeful. ' 
Trade is of a nice and delicate nature; it is founded' 
upon intereft: It will force its way wherever intereft 
leads, and can hardly by any art be made to go in ano-

, 

... Sec David Hl.lme's Elfay on the jealoufy ottrade. 
ther 

, 
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tJter ~ireaion. The Spaniards have anexclufive trade; 
as far as they pleafe to coilfin'e it, to their own planta­
tions. Do they reap'much benefit from it? I believe 
~ot. Has it made their own people more induftrious at 
home? luft the contrary. Does it, in the natural 
courfe of things, make a people lefs careful to work as 
weIl and as cheap as others, to procure voluntary pur­
chafers, when they know they can fend their goods to 
thore who are obliged to take them? Does it not both 
tempt and enable great merchants in the capital, to im­
port from other nations what they can export to fuch a 
forced market, to advantage? By this means a confider­
able profit may come into the coffers of a few particu­
lars, while no dfential fervice is done to the people, and 
the ultimate profit is carried to that country where the 
goods are produced or fabricated. It has been repeat­
edly faid, by political writers in England, that the ba­
lance of trade is againfi. that country to every nation, 
excepting Portugal, and their own plantations. I will 
not anfwer for the truth or univerfality of this affcrtion; 
but if it is true in any meafure, I will venture to affirm, 
upon the principles of g-eneral reafon, that the caufe 
which produces it is no other than the exclufive trade 
they have hitherto enjoyed to the American fettlements. 

, 

, But the circumflance which I apprehend will contri­
bute mofl to the interefi. of Great-Britain in American 
Independence is, its influence in peopling and enriching 
this great continent. It will certainly tend to ~ake the 
American -States numerous, powerful, and opulent, to 
a degree not eafily conceived. The great and penetrat­
ing .Montefquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, ha,s !hewn in 
the c1earefl: manner, that nothing contributes fo much 
to the profperity of a people, as the fiate of fociety a­
mong them, and the form of their government. A free 
government overcomes every obfiacle, makes a defart 

! a fruitful field, and fills a bleak and barren country with 
all the conveniencies of life. If fo, what muO: be the 
operation of this powerful caufe upon countries enjoy­
ing, in the highdl: degree, every advantage that can be ' 
derived'. ft~Iti fituation; eli mate, . and . foil? If the trade 
," ,. ·'-G of . ' .. 

-
• 
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at An1erica has hitherto been of fo great l?enetlt t6 . 
land, boW' much l1l0re valuabletnay it b'e.:'whert . 
~ountries fhall be nm mOre highlyiinp'rofetl~ it file !hall 
con.tinlle to enjoy it! This. argument is liablet~no 
objeEtion but what may arife from the lors bf an extlu~ 
five trade, which I have alrea~yconfidered. Itma~ be 
added, however~ that there 1S not now, riot ever has 
been, any averfion in the Americans to the people. of 
Great-Britain, fo that they may be fur~ of OUr, trade, if 
. they treat us as well as others; and if otherwife, they 
do not deferve it. 

I m,ight illuflrate the argument, by ftating the pro­
bable confequences of.a contrary fuppofition. If Great~ 
Britain {bould prevail, or overcome the Americatl frates, 
and dbblifu viceroys, with abfolute authority, in every 
province, atJ men of fpirit and lovers of freedom would 
certainly withdrawthemfelves to a 'Corner, if fuch could 
be found., out of the reach of tyranny and oppreffion. 
The numbers of the pe.ople at any rate would fenfibly 
decreafe, their wealth would be fpeedily exhaufl:ed, and 
there would remain only a nominal authority over a de­
folate country, in return for a vaft expenee laid out in 
the conquefl:, and in place of a great and profitable 
trade, by which both nations were made happy. One 
of the arguments, if they may be called fo, i11ade ufe of 
againfr this country, and on which an obligation to o­
bedience has been founded, is taken from the expence 
they have been at in blood and treafure for our 
proteCtion in former wars. This argument has been 
often anfwered in the fullcfr manner"; but if they fhall 
continue to urge it, how fearful to think of the obliga­
tions we fhall be under, after this war is finifhed? Then 
fuall we owe them all thefums which they fhall have laid 
Ol,Jt in fubduing us, and aU that we have fpent in at­
tempting to prevent it; all the blood which they fhall 
have {hed in attacking us, and all that we 1hall have fpilt 
in our own defence *. There is unqueftionably a lofs 

• to 
• 

• 

" • The Ii,!,!! bas betn_when the flod:qr w.ol11d ha.e thr.!Ign.t all tbis highly 
~~ and equitable; and no doullt righ~.in thinking Co. May not this afford a 
. . ./ IlJclJn~holy 
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!O GT~at-:aritain, hy the Qne. fide Qf the. acc{J.U1)t- as well 
Mdi,e,.Qther; ap.d it tends to fuow, in the deareft man­
ner,-tDc unfpeakable folly, as. wellas great injuftice~ of' 
~e p.t~lllotera of th~s war • 
• 

. Thus I have fiated to you,. though very briefly, the 
prin~iples on wl>Jch t think t~e American caufe o.ught 
to be pleaded, and on which it o.u ·ht to. be eij)oufed and 
fupported, by e.vel;")~ lo.ver of ju ice and of mankind. 
But though the general plea in jufiic.e were Ids clear 
tha.n ids., there is a light in which the conduCt of the 
oppofers of it has always appeared. to me unreafol1able 
and uogenerous to the higheft degre.e. That l'e(iftance 
to Great-Britain has been detenl1ined on_, in the moft 
refolutc manner,. through all the. co.lonies,. by a vall: ma­
jority, is no.t only certain, hut undenia.ble. In the be­
ginning of the controverfy, fo.me writers, with an im­
pudence hardly to. be paralelled,. called the fad: in. 
quefiion, attempted to deceive the people in this country, , 
;md effeCtually deeeived the people of England, by mak­
ing them believe,. that it was only a few faCtious and 
violent men that'had engaged in the contefi *. It is 
not very long fince a writer had the courage to aifert, 
that, " nine tenths of the people of Pennfylvania were 
againfl: independence. U The falfehood of fuch mifre­
prefentations is now manifcfi, and inde.ed was probably 
known from the beginning, by thofe who defired to have 
them believed. Taking this for gratlted, then, for an 
in<:onfiderable miuority, whether natives or firangers, 

• 

melancholy refleCtion to tfut d<)(~"r himfe1f, and the other leaders of the A­
merica-n rt:bellion? What hlood. and trearure have aJrearly heen expend.eel, 
in this ruinous and cxpenfr\'e \Volt! anel who. can t-ellhow much more may yet 
be added to the account, before a period. is put to it? Who can ht: hlamed' 
for it, but the promPters of the r"bellion'/ The leaders 0/ this people have (.1I1cd 
them to err, and brought· tliem into. dap "Wo.terJ. S. R. . 

• Admitting it ~o he, even a& tl.",· doaDr w.o.u.ld have it, that a vall majoritY' 
tluough.all tbe ("olonies were for relining the- a~thority of Great-l3ritain, wCluld. 
it at all juflify the atrocious. crime, 01; clicufc: thefe faaious and. fcrlf·defigning 
Illen, who primarly. agitated the r~volt, and inflamed the mind. of the delud.­
c:d popuJace? W@uJd i~ be- a. faol..'biou: f,'r. iuiquity,. though the gr~atefl part of 
the world were become irrel.igious aDd profan~ 1 But we art: cre"ihl~ inf~rm.cd. 
by fUDdlY perCons. \vho hare left the r<:CpCL'l:ivc colonies linee the r.evCllt took: 
place, that the infurredion ill America i. far from hdng !{ener.al. The kind­
If reception his l'vbjdly's forces have met with. julljfi,& ilie alTertioll. S. R. 

G 2 . t@ 
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to fet themfe1ves in oppofition to the public coundl$, is 
contrary to reafon and jufiice, and even to the ve~y'firft 
principles of the fociallife__ " ''' 
, If there is any principle that was never cOhtroverted 
upon the focial union, it is, that as a body every fociety 
muft be determined by the plurality. There was·a time 
when it was not only jufl: and confifl:ent but neceffary, 
that everyone fhould fpeak his mind freely and fully of 
the neceffity or expediency of refifting the authority of 
Great-Britain: But that time is over long ago. ' The 
meafures being refolved upon, and the conBia: begun, 
one who is barely neuter can fcarce be forgiven; a fe. 
cret plodding enemy muft be confidered as a traitor *. 
Every perfon who continued among us after the decifive 
refolutions formed by all the colonies, ought to be con· 
fidered as pledging his faith and honour to al1ifl: in the 
common caufe. Let me try to illuflrate it by a fimilar 
cafe. Suppofe that a (hip at fea fprings a leak; which 
expofes the whole company to the moil imminent dan­
ger of perifuing. Suppofe a counfel is called of all the 
perfons on board to determine what port they fhall en­
deavour to gain. Then it is not only the right, but' the 
duty of everyone to fpeak his own judgment, and to 
prefs it upon others by every argument in his pewer. 
Suppofe a great majority determines to pufh for a certain 
place, and to go to the pump by turns every quarter of 
an hour; but that two, or three, or one, if you pleafe, 
is of opinion that they fhould have gone another ceurfe, 
becaufe Df the wind, current, or any other circumftance, 
and that it would be beft to change hands at the pump 
only every half hour. All this is well. But if after the 
determination, this fame gentleman, becaGfe his advice 

.. 1:f a {eeret plodding enemy, according to the doCtor, '\llull be eonfidered 
as a traitor, ano no doubt puni/11ed as fut h; what ,/1,311 he laid of an open 
and avowed tn~my; and what exampldry punilhmcnt is oue unto him? In 
the year 1745 and J 746, when the Ian «hellion tonk p!a"" in Scotland. the 
doCtor was then of ('pinion, that the rebels hdd jullly tt>rfeitetl His Maj"fiy's 
clemency and proteCl:ion, and dcfen'cd to he eJ-amplary puni{],,,,, as ("nc-mif'S 
to their king and country. \"ill he not alia think, that lhe AnHrican reb<ls 
have ineured His M.ljdly's di{pJeafure, ~nd r..ouJd be IHlllill't<l as trai· 
tors 1 s. lJ.. . _ . 

was 

• 
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W~S a .il~t followed, fhould refufe' to pump at all, lhoulc1 
filly ·a.lt~r t~ef fhip's courfe, or deaden her way by c:very 
means In hIS power, .or even fhould only, by contmual 
complaints and defponden~ fears?difc:;ourage others on 
whofe activity the common fafet ~epended. I defire to 
know what treatment he WOll d;' receive or deferve? 
Without doubt· he .would be thrown' over board' iri lefs 
ti-;ne than I have taken to flate the, cafe. I am not able 
to perceive the leaft difference between this.' fuppo(i< 
tion and what takes place in America at . the prefent' 

. 'r • tIme.' . -
If this argument is jufl: with refpeCl: to every inhabi ... 

tant of the country, it ought to have fome additional 
weight with thofe who are not natives, and whofe . refl. 
dence is not certain, or has not been long. There is 
a great degree of indecency in fueh taking any part a­
gainft what the majority of the'inhabitants think to be 
their interefi and: that of their country. Were they e­
ven 'wrong, their miftake fhould be lamented, not re. 
fiIl:ed; on the contrary, it would be the part both of 
generofity and juflice to {upport them effectually in a 
conteIl: which wifdom. would have declined. We fee 
indeed every day melancholy inftances of a bafe and 
felfifh temper operating different ways. Many when 
they do not obtain that ..rank and honour which their 
pride and partiality think their due, or if there advice 
is not followed, immediately renounce the fervice of 

. country, and it may go to deftruCl:ion for them. 
oppofition to this, let me recommend the example of 

the illufirious Fabius of Ro~ne. He had given firitl: Of­

ders to all his officers not to engage the enemy, but to 
at a diftance. Unluckily his lieutenant-general, 

. sown rafhnefs, got entangled with a part of the 
under his command, and _was. engaged. Fabius, 

rring his country's good to fame, rival1bip, and 
y, came immediately to his fupport with all expedi­
, and thereby gained a glorious and complete vic-
• 
hope you will take in good part the above reReeti­

s, which, I think, contain nothing that is virulent or 
indFcent 
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ip4c;~pt ·,gainfi; ~y man or b()d.y ~f lll~ *.,. "J' ' ~r&;;­
~~ ~ff~¢l:s- of judgm~~t' ~nd COl)Vic.\ion.' The .A.1Atb:Qf~ 
as. i~ probab~y lqiown ~() Qlany o~ YOQ, ,~~ ~~~q,-p~ji;Oll~ 
cjlJ.y-ap~fec\ ntnt::w~-:pa~fS a~ hfm~Cf f~r. ~e!;pa\'~'u." ?fil,S 
(IJpP-Qfe.d to lla"~ taltefl Ul ~l\e Am¢,rlc~ <;a.~~ W~I(~b, 
"aijp' fom~ d~gree, i1l4e.ecl thq ~otjve tQ,' thi$. adclref$. 
lfe;h~pe~ tb.~t an hQ~~ft and fa.i.~tl:ll f~pport of liberty 
;J1l;4 equal governmefit ill thi$ paJ1: Qf the w.ill'he 
n~ juft, reJX'oach to. his charaaer~ ~itb,~r as' a, _- , - ,', a 
minifter, Dr 'a chriftiap, an~ thati~ is, perfeaIy . 
with an undiminifhed regardJor the country ga'Ve 
him hirth. 

-
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"The above is fubm.tted to YQ.~l"~andid peruf~" by 
, ' 

- -
, 

Gentlen;len, 
-

" 
. , 

Your fincere friend, and , 

Obedient humble fervant, 
, 

-, 
• 

The AUTHOR. 

• It is Dot a Jittle fbrpriRng- to fee what degrees ot infatuation, even men of 
4&_~tr. lllil<J pc~e~.i\iQU 'Till he .~ft to E:\ll into. al1d l!.uw l1\uch tbey "4iU b~ 
pnjudlfc:d in. fav~urs of th~ir 0\,,1'1 fchem.es an.d fentirnents, however tidiculo.u~ 
and abfurd. WIll any but the dod:or himfelf, or fuch as have drunk as decp 
i. 'M p~li'iq,l delufioq. M of opinio." tha~ there is nothing virul(,,~ or it/rk­
WIt in,tl:\ia .. ~,dr~t 1 I" oot the: "iog re\lrefqnted as a baugbty, mona.rch, die­
c:ovcrin& a violent rancourous hatred to Arn.erica? .Is not the l,Jritiih parlia­
~ent ~.~d ~ "(brpipg al) "~uft claim ove\' the Americans. amd innding 
the~r !i~r*t? d~ I1ct tb,c w~i(l;ers, the go~eroors, a.nd people of ~dtaw ac­
c:ufc:d a5 mercenary an,d corrupt; and all the !~xations laid an the Amerlcan~ 
~~tl -. h' de6gnod enlJl'to feed the iufatiable defUIl of !eud!y 'yranc" IlnKCI}. 
iII( pvnfil.lDcr~ wea.ltl~y: p.la~C1Jl,n, apd ,to inc~ea(e tbe inlhw;ace a\1d CAnup­
bon ot ~he crown, and to be waned by mlnifters of l4te? -1$ there nothin~ 
",ir.lll,," or ;,nDI4W ill. aU ahisl s. 6.. ' 
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