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GENTLEMEN,

S you have now finifhed the ufual courfe of
ftudy 1n this place, and are to enter upon pub-
lic life in a variety of ways, as each fhall be dcter-
mined by inclination or other circumitances, 1 wil-
lingly embrace the opportunity of addrefling an
exhortation to you, at this important and interefl-
ing period of your lives. I do not mean to fay
much if any thing that you have rever heard be-
fore, but to lay hold of your prefent fituation, with
fome hope, that what may be faid now, will remain
upon your memory, and have an 1nfluence upon
your future condu&. That I may fpeak with the
greater clearnefs and precifion, 1 will divide what
I have to fay, into three branches: I. your duty
to God, and the intereft of your fouls: Il. the pro-
{ecution of your ftudies, or the in*provcmcnt of
your talents as members of fociety : 11 Prudence
in your commerce with the w orfd in general,
your outward provifion and other circumflances

in life. As
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As to the firlt of thefe, it is to all men of the
greateft moment. Some of you, I know, and more,
I hope, are intended for the fervice of Chrift in
the minittry. To this we have the univerfal fuf-
frage, that true religion is abfolutely ncceflary, with
which I heartily agree. But I with thefe who are
deftined for other employments, may not fome-
times make a comparifor: herc unjuft in itfelf, and
dangerous, perhaps even ruinous to their own
fouls. Becaufe true religion is neceffary to a mi-
nifler, and they arc confcious to themlelves, ot at
leaft fulpeét that they are without rcligion ; inftead
of laying to hecart the things that bc;ong to their
peace, they only determine that they will follow
fome other calling. But alas, though the differ-
ence to the public 1s very great, the difference to
the perfons themielves, feems to me but very fiall,
A clergyman without religion, to be fure 15 a
dreadful charadter, and v-hen vifible, a deteftable
ane ; but truly one would think at the clofe of
life, it will be but little comfort to a man, that he
muft go to the place of torment, nct as a minifter,
but as a lawyer, phyfician, foldier, or merchant.
‘Therctore futier me to f{ay to you, and to =1l who
vow hear me, that the care of your fouls is the one
thing meedful.  All mankind, of every rank, de-
nom:nation and profeflion, are finners by nature.
The minifters of the New Teftament have received
a commutilon to preach the gofpel to every crea-
turc : *“ He that believeth fhall be faved, and he
that believeth not thall be damned.”

While I fay this, I beg of vou to confider that
the advantages which you have enjoved, will be an

aggra-
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azgravation of your guilt, if they are unimprove
‘fhere is an equity as well as wildom often to be
oblerved in the Providence of God. Unlels reafons
of :overeignty, that is reafons unknown to us, pre-
vent it, judgment will be mflicted, when a per-
fon or people 1s ripe for tite firoke. Theretore
as fome plants and {eeds, both from their own na-
ture and from the foil and fitvation in which they
are placed ripen {ooner than others, fo fome per-
fons, by the early pains taken upon them, and the
privileges they have enjoyed, fill up the mealure of
their iniquities fooner than others, and are more
fpeedily overtaken with defzived vengeance. There
arc many common f{ayings that are the cffedls ot
error and prejudice ; for example, that which you
will be told by many, that the children of good
men are as bad as any. If this is intended to in-
finuate that a reguiar and pious education atfords
ro ground to hope for good behaviour in after
life, it 1s at once contrary to reafon and experi-
ence. Butif we fthouid fay that when young per-
fons pioufly educated, burilt reftraining bonds ai-
funder, and are feduced into vicious courfes, they
commonly run fafler and farther than others, it
18 a certain fa&, which may be eafily accounted

for, and afiords an important infirudtion to all.
After intreating youa to lay religion to heart, 1
muft befleech you to guard againit being too caily
fatisfied in a matter of intinite moment, Do not
think it enough to be prudent, cautious, or decent
in your conduct, or to attain a charadier ‘ormed
upon worldly principles and governed by worldly
motives. I am not againit (as you all know) in.
trodacing
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troducing cvery argument againft fin, and thewing
you that loofe pradices are ruihous to name, bo-
dy, and cftate. Neither is it wrong that you fhould
fortify every pious refolution by the addition of
thefe motives. But alas! the evil lies deeper.
« Except a man be bern again, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.” True religion muft
arile from a clear and deep conviion of your loft
ftate, by nature and praétice, and an unfeigned re-
liance on the pardoning mercy and fan&ifying
graze of God.

Suffer me, dpon this fubje&, earneftly to recom-
mend to all that fear God, to apply themfelves
-from their earlieft youth, to the exercifes of piety,
a life of prayer and communion with God." This
is the fource from which a rcal Chriftian muft de-
rive the fccret comfort of his heart, and which
alone will give beauty, confiftency, and uniformity
to an examplary lite. The reafon why I have
mentioned it on this occafion is, that youth, when
the fpirits are lively and the affections vigorous and
ftrong, is the feafon when this habit muft be form-
ed. There are advantages and difadvantages at-
tending every ftage of life. An aged Chriftian
will naturally grow in prudence, vigilance, ufeful-
nefs, attention to the courfe of Providence and
fubjedtion to the divine will, but will feldom attain
to greater fervour of affe&ion and life in divine
worthip, than he had been accuftomed to from his
early years. On the contrary, he will generally fee it
ncceflary inftead of trufting to occafional impul-
fes to guard and ftiengthen the habit by order and
form.

D Be
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Be companions of them that fear God. Efteem
them always moft highly, and thun, as a contagicus
peflilence, the fociety not only of loofe perfons,
but of thofe efpecially whom you perceive to be in-
fected with the principles of infidelity, or enemies
to the power of religion. Many of thefe are much
more dangerous to pious perfons than open pro-
fligates. As for thefe laft, decency is againft them,
the world itlelt condemns them, reaton defpiles

~them, and prudence fthuns them. He muft have
a very mean tafte indecd who is capable of finding
~pleafure in diforder and riot. If I had no higher
pleafure on earth than in eating and drinking, [
would not chufe to eat and drink with the drunk-
" en. Order, neatnefs, clegance and even modera-
tion itfelf are neceflary to exalt and r~fine the plea-

o fures of a fenfual life. Therefore I will not allow

myfelf to fuppofe, that I fhall afterwards hear of
. any of you roaring and {wearing in taverns, or
wafting your bodics and eftates by lewdnefs and
debauchery, or that vou take pleafure in thofe
~who do fo. But be elpccially careful to avoid
thofe who are enemies to vital piety, who do not
pretend to Ipeak directly againft religion, but giv
every ill name theycan think of, to all who {ccm
to be in carneft cn that {ubjed, and vilify the ex-
~ercifes of religion under the names of whining,
cant, grimace, and hypocrify. Thefc are often un-
happily fuccefsful in making fome uncautious per-
{fons athamed of their Redeemer’s name, his truths,
his laws, his people and his crofs.
I need hardly obferve that this is not to be under-
" ftood as fecommending pharifaical pride and fu-
' per-
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percilioulnefs far lefs a rath and prefumptuous
judging of the ftate of others, It is not only law-
ful but our duty, to have a free communication
with our fellow-citizens, for the purpofes of focial
life : It is not only lawful but our duty to be cour-
zeous and to give every proper evidence of refpe&
and attention to others, according to their rank
and place 1n fociety. What I mean to caution you
againft, is an unneccflary, voluntary intercoufs,
fuch as has inclination for its motive and pleafure
for its objet. With relpect to this, we need not -
hefitate to fay with the infpired prophet, ¢ he that
walketh with wife men thall be wile, but a2 com=
panion of fools fhall be deftroyed.”

2, 1 come now to fpeak a little upon the profe-
cutton of your ftudies and the improvement of your
talents. - Your education in a feminary of learn-,
ing, is only intended to give you the elements and
firt principles of fcience, which thould whet your
appetite for. more, and which will enable you to
proceed with an affured hope of fuctefs. It hath .
been generally a favourite point with me, to re-
cemmend the union of piety and literature, and to
guard young perfons againft the oppefite ex-
tremes. We fce fometimes the pride of unfané&ified
knowledgze do great injury to religion, and on the .
other hand, we find {ome perfons of real piety de-
fpifing human learning, and difgracing- the moft
glorious truths by 2 meannefs and indecency hard-
ly fufterable in their manner of handling them.
On this account, induftry and application to ftudy
15 of the utmoft importance to thofe who are inten-
dzd for the office of the miniftry.

Rut
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But I have it further in view, to recommend to
yon all, without exception, a life of diligence and
application.  Avoid floth as 3 dangerous enemy.
Fear it, hate it, and delpile it. It is- 2 common
faying, that men do not know their own weaknefs,
but it is as true, and a truth mare important that
they do not know their own ftrength. 1 defire
that you will receive the following information
from me, which I dare fay every perfon of judg-
ment and cxpcrlcncc will confirm, that multitudes
of moderate capacity”have heen ufeful in their ge-
neration, refpeted by the public, and fuccefsful in
life, while thofe of fupcrm; talents from nature, by
mere flothfulnefs and idle habits, or fel{-indulgence,
have . lived ufelefs and died contemptible.” There
is alfo a difpofition ip yaung people, which you
know I have often fet myfelf to oppofe, to think
that loofe, irregular fallies, and fometimes even vi-
tious liberties arc a fign of fpirit and capacity.
The very contrary js the truth. It requires no
~ genius at all todp mifchicf. Perfons of the great-

et ability have gencrally been lovers of order.
Neither is there anyinflance to be found of 3 man’s
artiving at great reputation or ufefulnefs, be his
capacity what it mtght wnthout induftry and ap-
plication.

Suffer me here, ip a particular manner, to re-
commend to you a firmnefs of mind and &cady
perfeverance, as of the utmoft moment to your
progrefs and fuccefs. Whatever a man’s talents
fram nature may be, if he apply himfelf to what
1s pot altogethcr unfuitable to them, and hold on
with fteadinefs and uniformity, he will be ufeful

and






