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A Defence of public or focial Worfhip ;

IN A LETTER ADDRESSED TO

GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A.

STOCKPORT, JANUARY g, 1792
S 1 R,

E HaVE feen your Knquiry concerning public,
or focial Worthip, and I have read it with fome
degree of attention. As you have given your
decided negative on the expediency and propriety
of fuch performances; the public will naturally
be led to examine the arguments, by which you
{upport your opinion. Whatever comes from 2

perfon of your abilities and reputation, will not
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only claim, but command the notice of the world.
—Some will view your fentiments with the fteady
cye of philofophy, and enquire whether thefe
things be fo: while others will turn away from
them with fear, and thun them with indignation.
For my own part, I feel a pleafing {atistaction,
in being thus induced to confider a fubject of fo
much importance. We have nothmg to fear, but
many things to hope for from enquiry. Every
thing elfe has gained by inveftigation, and why
{hould Religion be treated as an exception? We
cannot wifh to rtetain any thing but the truth;
and amidit all the confliéts of contending parties

it will prevail : hke a hrm rock it will ftand

unmoved, when the tempeft has fubfided, and
the dalhing billows have retired to their appointed

place.

Your arguments are principally founded upon
the practice and authority of Jefus Chrift, together
with the conduct of his Apoftles. Thefe I fhall

leparately examine, and {hall alfo take notice of
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any other circumftances, which may feeni to be
worthy of attention.

To fthow, that Jefus Chnift rejedted public, or
focial worfhip, you produce the following texts
of {cripture.

And when ke had fent the multitude away, he went up
%o a mountain apart to pray; and when the evening was
come, he was there alone® . ——Then cometh Yefus with
them to a place called Gethfemane, and faith to the difciples,

fit ye here, while T go, and pray yonder .——And ke

was withdrawn from them about a flone's caft, and kneeled
down, and prayed s .——And ke withdrew himfelf into the
wildernefs, and prayed §.——And 1t came to pafs in thofe
days, that he went out to a mountain to pray, and continued
all night in prayer to God ||.——And it came to pafs, as
ke was alone praying ©,

Thefe quotations clearly prove, that Jefus was
a friend to private devotion. It is reafonable to
believe, that one of his piety would frequently

¥ Matt. xiv. 23, 4 Matt, xxvi. 36,  } Luke xxii, 41,
§ Lukev, 16, il Lukevi. 12. @Luke1x, 18,
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addrels himfelf to God, when there was no eye to
{fee him, but that, which beliolds all things ; and
when there was 1o ear to hear, but thl:a.t‘,l which 1s
open to the fofteft call. It is eafy to conceive,
that one of his contemplative turn of mind would
feek for opportunities of retiring occafionally from
the bufy crowd. Befides he was a man of forrows;
and grief, in its deepeft {trains, is generally to be
found in the fecret abode.

But, Sir, it muft be obferved, that Jefus Chrift
was not deficient in the performance of public
duty ; for he often went into the temple of God.
There the people met in folemn aflembly : thither
tiey went to worlhip the Moft High. When the
evening and morning facrifices were offered up in
the temple, then incenfe was alfo prefented upon
the altar in the holy place. In the mean time,
the people, who ftood in the court between the
porch and the altar, were engaged 1n the exercife
of prayer, that together with the incenfe their

fentiments of niety might afcend in memorial to
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the throne of God. And it came to pafs, that while
Zacharias excéuted the pricfl's office before God in the order
of his courfe ; according to the cuflom of the priefl's office,
his lot was to burn incenfe, when ke went into the temple
of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were
prayimg without, at the time of the incenfe*,

We no where find Jefus difapproving of thefe
public prayers, and he was a frequent attendant
in the temple himfelf,——Peter, and Fokn, his
beloved difciple, may be fuppofed to have known
his will ; and yet we have it on record, that they
went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer .

It does not appear, that any form of prayer was
ufed in the temple at Jerufalem, or that any
perfon was appointed to lead the devotions of the
multitude ; every one, as it feems, offered up his
own petitions. But fill their worifhip was public;
for it was well known, that their appearing in
that venerable place was profeffedly to pray.—-

Moreover, if we may form an opinion from what

% Lukei. 8, g9, 10, 4 Aétsiil, 1.
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is faid of the prayer of tlie Pharifee and Publican,
we {hall be led to conclude, that at leaft fome of
them fpoke fo loud, as to be heard by thofe who
ftoodnear. This conclufion is much corroborated
by the prallice of the jews in modern times.—
You may hear them, in the {ynagogues, diftindly
pronounce their individual prayers.

But, Sir, this does not {eem to be {fo becoming,
as that regularity which is required in our public
devotions, and is not on that account fit for our
imitation. The Jews occafionally offer up indi-
vidual prayers in the fynagogues, as their brethren
of old did, at the hour of incenfe, in any fituation
which they thought proper, when they had not
an opportumnity of inclination to go up into the
temple.

Another argument in favour of public or focial
worthip, may be drawn from Chrift’s attendarice
in the {ynagogues. It is reafonable to fuppofe,
that he joined in the fervices which were there

performed ; and if it {hall appear, that any part
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of them confifted of public prayer, we {hall then
have a convincing proof, that focial worfhip met
withhisapprobation. We are told, that he taught,
and that he preached, in the fynagogues ; but it
muft be acknowledged, that the {criptures do nézt
inform us, in pofitive terms, that he prayed in
them; But let it be remembered, that the whole
is often meant to be exprefled by one of its parts;
therefore, if we find, that public prayers were
offered up in the fynagogues, we {hall have reafon
to conclude, that Jefus Chrift joined in that focial
worihip.

The members of the Church of England tell
us, that they went to Church to fay their prayers,
tho' they alfo were prefent during the other public
appointments of the place. The members of
the Church of Scotland fay, that fuch a perfon
preached to them, while at the fame time they
mean, that he alfo performed the other parts of
the public fervice; for there it is not cuftomary

for one to go through the dJevotional part, and



0 A DEFENCE OF

Sy

JrE—

s —

for another to preach. The Catholics are faid tc
attend Mafs, though it is meant, that they like-
wife join in the other appointed performances
of their Church. In the fame manner, it may
have only been faid of Chrift, that he taught and
preached in the fynagogues; though he alfo went
thither to pray.

The importance of the law of Mofes ren-
dered the reading and expounding of it fo effen-
tial, that the whole fervices of the fynagogue might
be fpoken of under the expreflion of reading the
law, and teathing, or preaching its precepts. The
knowledge of it was highly neceflary for the well
being of the nation.

For fometime before the Babyloniih captivity,

the Jews were peculiarly promne to idolatry, and

this has, with juitice, been afcribed to their igno-
- rance of the Jaw, which, in 1ts leading injun&ion,
required them not to forfake the God of their
fathers. By .a concurrence of diaftrous events,

and by the gradual progrefs of corruption, there
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were few copies of the law to be found in the
land, and of courfe it muft have been little known,
or underftood. In thofe days of darknefs, they
bowed ihen;felves down before 1dols, and did
wickedly in the fight of the Lord.

When they were repairing the temple in the
reign of the good king Jofiah, Hilkiah the prieft
found the book of the law in the houfe of the Lord: and
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan the fcribe, and Shaphan
vead it before the king.  And it came to pafs, when the king:
had heard the words of the book of the law, that ke rent his
clothes™.  "Thefe circumftances clearly fhow, that
the law was little known, . either to the prieft, the
fcribe, or the king.  Jofial found, that they had
loft the knowledge of their duty, and that they
had departed from the path of true wifdom. He
exerted himfelf to avert the ewvils, 1n which the
fins of the people had involved them ; but he had
not the happinefs of completely eftecting his pur-
pofe. 'They were become the fervants of idols,

* 11 Kings, xxii. 8, 10, 11.
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their- dignity was brought low, their minds were
enflaved, and at length they were led captives to
Babylon.

Being fenfible of their paft errors, and having
fmarted under the lafh of their iniquity, they took
care, after their return from the Babyloniih cap-
tivity, to have fynagogues erected, in which the
Jaw was regularly read and explained. In pro-
grefs of time, the works of the prophets were
added to the law, and thefe, in conjunétion with
their other public inftructions, had fuch a power-
ful effect upon their minds, that they never again
forfook the fervice of the living God.

If fuch was the happy influence of reading and
tlluftrating the law and the prophets, we cannot
be furprifed to find, that the duties of the fyna-
vogue are reprefented by thefe important fervices.

Social prayer {eems to me ti; be one of the moft
interefting performances of religion, and among
the Jews it muft alfo have been of great im-

portance, But from the peculiar fituation
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which they were placed, an attention to the law
feemed to claim their moft diftinguifhed regard.
To keep them from idolatry, was to preferve them
in the love and in the fear of God ; but to permit
a deviation from this path, was to pave the way
f;[]l‘ an influx of vanity and crimes.

Upon the authority of Dr. Prideaux®, I will
venture {o afhirm, that public and jfocial worfkip con-
fituted a part of the Jewifh fervice in the fyna-
Zogue.

“ The fervice to be pertormed in thefe fyna-
sogue affemblies were prayers, reading the ferip-
tures, and preaching and expounding upon them.

“ For their prayers they have hturgies, in
which are all the prefcribed forms of their fyna-
gogue worfhip.  Thefe at firlt were very few, but
fince, they are increafed unto a very large bulk,
which makes their fynagogue {ervice very long

and tedious ; and the rubric, by which they re-

* Conncétion of the hiftory of the Old and New ‘T'eltament,
part irft, page 168.—Dublin edition, {olio,
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culate 1t, i very perplexed and intricate, and
incumbered with many rites and ceremonious
obfervances.

‘ The moft folemn part of their prayers, are
thofe which they call Shemonch Eftreh™® i.e. the
cighteen prayers. Thefe, they fay, were com-
poled and inftituted by Ezra, and the great {yna-
gogue ; and, to them Rabbi Gamaliel, a little
before the defltrudtion of Jerufalem, added thc
nineteenth.

‘“ It is certain thefe prayers are very ancient;
for mention is made of them in the Mifkma, as
old {ettled forms; and no doubt 1s to be made,
but they were ufed in our Saviour’s time, at leait
moit of them, if not all the eighteen ; and con-
fequently, that he joined in them with the reft of
the Jews whenever he went into their {ynagogues,

as he always did every fabbath day.”

* Maimonidas in Tephillan,

+ Berachoth, cap. 4, §3.
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The following paffages are tranflated from fome

of their ftated forms*.———Be thou merciful to us, O
our father, for we have finned: pardon us, O our king, for
we have tranfgreffed againft thee : for thou art God, good
and ready to pardon.  Blefled art thou, Q- Lord, moft
gracious, who multiplicft thy mercies in the forgivenefsof fins.

Look, we befeech thee, upon our qﬁfﬁ'iam. Be thou on.
our fide in all contentions.

Heal us, O Lord our God, and we fhall be healed :
fave us, and we fhall be faved ; for thou art our praife,
Bring unto us found health, and a perfect remedy for all our
infirmities, and for all our griefs, and for all our wounds.

Blefs us, O Lord, in every work of our hands, and blefs

wnto” us the feafons of the year, and give us the dew and

the rain.

** ‘The addrefs in the Lord's prayer, owr father,
and not my father, may feem” you fay, * to imply
a {ociety of worlhippers uniting in the petitions of
that formulary of devotion. But this argument

will appear of no weight, if we refle&, that the

* See Prideaux as before,
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capital precept of Chnftianity 1s univerfal benevo-
lence.—How then can a profeffor of this difin-
terefted comprehenfive fyflem,—ctter up even his
private devotions, but as one amongft many chil-
dren, 1n the father of the family of the univerfe.
This worfhipper—will habitually cry out, not
ay father, but our father ! not my God, but cur God ¥"*

Every perfon of true worth, muft be pleafed
with benevolence and uvniverfal good-will ; and,
when thinking of himfelf as allied to the human
yace, would not hefitate to fay in his private de-
votions ow father. But among us this is not a
common mode of addrefs ; and it does not feem
to have been fo among the Jews.

When David prayed by himfelf, he faid I, and

not we.

Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for I cry wnto

thee daily,  Rejoice the foul of thy forvant; for unto thee,
O Lord, do Llift up my foul?.

* Pages 25, and 26.

+ Plalm Isxxvi, 3, 4.
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O Lord God of my falvation, I have cried day and night
before thee; let my prayer come before thee : incline thine ear
unto my cry, for my foul is full of troubles : and my life
draweth mgh unto the grave®.

We find fome of the prayers in the book of
Plalms running in the plural number ; but it
appears, that molt, if not all of thele, were meant
to be repeated, or lung, in the affembly of the
people ; and therefore may be produced as an
additional argument in fupport of public worlhip.

Jefus Chrift, who was an example of benevo-
lence, did not 1n his private prayers {fay we nor us,
but I'and me. My father, if it be poffible, let this cup
pafs from me; neverthelefs, not as I will—— .

From thefe confiderations, andfrom the nature
of language itfelf, it is rather wonderful, that the
prayers in the Jewitfh liturgies are not generally
exprefled in the fingular number, if they were
compofed for private, and not for {ocial devotion.
Though the Lord’s prayer may, with propriety,

* Plalm Ixxxviil, 1,2,3. 4 Matthew xxvi, 39,
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be ufed by an individual ; yet, it is highly proba-
ble, that it was meant alfo to be ufed in {ocial
worfhip, by the difciples and followers of Jefus.
Our Lord feems to have been well acquainted
with the prayers of the fynagogue, for 1t 1s faid,
that the form which he recommended to his dif-
ciples, was chiefly compiled from them. It has
been obferved *, ** that this prayer 1s taken out of
the Jewifh liturgies, in which we wholly find it,
except only thefe words, as we forgrve thofe, who
have tranforeffed agamft us. QOur father, which art in
heaven, 1s in their Seder Tephilloth, or form of
prayers.  Let thy gr:at name be fantlified, and thy king-
dom reign,” 1s ** in their form of Kaddiﬂ].l Let thy
memory be glorified in hcaven above, and in the carth bencath,”
is ‘“in the Seder Tephilloth. Forgrwe us our fins,”
is ‘“in the fixth of their eighteen daily prayers.
Delrver us not to the hand of temptations, and deliver us from
the evil frament,” 1s *“ in that and the book Mufar.

# Dr, Whitby's comment. on the 9th verfe of the 6th chapter

of Matthew,
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For thine ts the power, and the kingdom for ever and cver,
is, faith Drufius, their ufual doxology.”

We have feen, that the Jews worfhiped, in a
public and {focial manner, in their lynagogues ;
but we have no intimation of their doing {o, when
th;ay met in the fields, or in private houfes ; and
this may account for our Lord’s not praying with
the multitudes *, who followed him, nor with the
difciples on various occafions.

You fay, * the obje® of the Jews in their
aflemblies, feems to be merely to recite the ferip-
tures in the way of praife and thankfgivingZ,
and to fing hymns, after the cuftom of the firft
Chriftians, mentioned by Pliny in his epiftles, in
honour of the Supreme Being,” and, you might

have added, after the manner of Chrift himfelf]}.

* See Mr. Wakehield's enquivy, p. 8, 9, and 10.
t Who does not remember, that, upon the late happy re-

covery of our King, a {ublime and alnmoft inimitable prayer

was compnied for the ule of the fynagogues? This is a pretty
clear proof, that they go farther in their pubiic fervices than
vou feem willing to allow,

i Matthew xxvi. 30,
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You allow the propriety of offering public praife
and thank{giving to God:—but thankfgiving is
a part of that exercife, which is denominated
prayer® ; and how can it be more decent or ex-
pedient, when it is recited from the fcriptures, or
fung by way of hymn, than when it is addreffed
to the Moft High, in the form of {ocial prayer.
When fpeaking of folitary prayer in the fyna-

cogue, you fayf, ¢ fuch a mode of prayer muft
always of neceffity carry an appearance of often-
tation with it. And more notorioufly muft this
effect take place in the devotions of focial worfhip-
pers.” But I will atk you, Sir, whether there be
a greater appearance of oftentation in celebrating
the praifes of Jehovah, and thanking him publicly

for his mercies—which you allow to be propery,

* Under the word prayer are comprehended—adoration of
the Deity ; thank{ziving for his goodnefs ; truft in his pro-
vidence ; and petitions for his mercy and affiftance. Per-
haps thefe might, with more propriety, be called devotional
addrelles than prayers : but the ufe of lﬁnguage Is to convey
ideas ; and the meaning of the term prayer, is fufficiently

underftood, tpage 17. I page35.
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or in appearing before him with humility in the
affemblies of the people, and praying for the fup-
ply of our wants ?

The truth is, that in order to make your {cheme
confiftent, you muft forbid us to join in any public
engagement, which could imply adoration of the
Supreme Being, an acknowledgment of his pre-
ferviﬁg power, gratitude for his kindnefs, or a
requeft for future bleflings. How far this condud
would be dutiful, or amiable, may be left to the
decifion of the world. As for Jefus Chrift, he has
left us an example of public gratitude, for in the
prefence of his difciples, he thanked God for his
kindnefls. As they wereeating, fefustook bread, and bleffed
it, and brake it, and faid, take, cat. And he took the cup, and
cave THANKS, and gaveit to them, faying, drink ye all of it*,

“ My ideas” you addt, ““do not at all interfere
with expreflions of praife, and gratitude, 1n any civ-
cumftances, when the occalion may call them

forth.”

* Matthew xxvi. 20, 27,

| T+ Page 33;
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Then you do allow the propriety of praife and
gratitude ; and, if you do, it muft be obvious,
that every perfon i1s to judge for himfelf what
‘“ occafion may call them forth,” and where they
“are to be exprefled. 'L'o me it feems expedient,
to take frequent public opportunities of unprelling
our minds with a becoming fenfe of God, and.the
difpenfations of his providence.

But you fubjoin, ** what has this to do with

Joctal worfhip at church, or chapel?”  You do not ab-

{olutely deny, that the {criptures afford inftances
of a {few individuals collectively addrefling them-
{elves to the ’Df—:itiy1 and you would allow this to
be done ** when the occafion may call” for it;

kut you would, in no cafe, have it performed

““ 1n a crouded ﬁongregation”*.

Worlhip, Sir, is the dutyof us all ; and, if it is
proper in a {mall, but public affembly, it muft be
fo in one which is large—provided regularity and
decorum be oblerved. A folemn exercife of re-

* Page 33.
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ligion, which equally concerns the whole human
race, is widely different from fome of the common
affairs of life, which are fit for the knowledge of a
few ; but which ought not to be expoled to the
public eye.,

Jefus Chrift reproved fome perfoﬁs in his time
for oftentatious worfhip ; but it was not for a re-
[pectful performance of public devotion ; it was
for hypocritical conduct—they love, {aid he, to pray
flanding in the [ynagogues, and in the corners of the flrects,
that they may be feen by men™.

Our Lord alfo condemned wain repititions §, and
blamed thofe, who for a pretence <t made long pray-
ers. Of thefe and other improprieties you loudly
complain ; and I aflure you, Sir, that I am not
an advocate for any thing burthenfome, or im-
proper. But certainly you do not mean to infi-
nuate, that whatever is abufed ought to be de-
ftroyed. Were you thus to enter into judgment,

what could ftand before you? Let us be affiduous

*Matthew vi, 5. § Matthew vi, 7. 4 Matthew xxui. 14.
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in rectifying that which is amifs ; but 1 rejeding
what is improper, let us beware, left we part with
any thing eflential, —While we prune the tree, let
us not injure the trunk ; while we trim the lamp,
let us not extinguith the flame.

The Samaritans had their temple oh Mount
Gerizim, and the Jews faid, that in Ferufalem is the
placc where men ought to worfhkip.  When a woman of
Samaria mentioned this difference of opinion to
Jefus, he replied, believe me, the hour cometh, when
ye Jfhall neither on this mountain, mor yet at Ferufalem,
worflup the father. But the hour comcih, and now is, when
the true worflippers fhall worfhip the father i fpirit and in
truth: for the father feeketh fuch to worfhip him.  God &
a fpirit: and they who worflip him, muft worfhip kim i
Jpirit and in truth*,

You fay, this leads to * the Abodition of all temple
wofhip—that is, of all public devotion”. To 1me, it

tuggefts a very different interpretation; and feems

to 1mply, that it is of no importance where men

* John tv, 20, 21, 23, 24, + Page 10.
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offer up their prayers, provided they do it in fin-
cerity of heart. The truth of this obfervation will
be more and more apparent, as the light of reafon
increafes, and the darknefs of fuperftition is dif-
pelled.  Well might Chnift fay, the hour cometh, and
now, in {fome meafure, s, when the true worfhippers
Srall worftip the father in fhint and tn truth®.——By
the gofpel men are taught, that Jehovah 1s not
the God of the Jew only, but of the Gentile ; that
he does not dwell only at Jerufalem, or on Mount
Gerizim, but that all nature 1s his temple, all {pace
his abode, and that he is every where prefent to
hear the prayers of his people.

John tells us, that in holy vifion he faw o

templz . in heaven, The pure and elevated
nature of thofe who dwell in that bleffed place,
together with the more illuftrious difplays of Jehe-
val's power and exceilence, may be fufficient to
arreft their attention, and tune their hearts to the

Noftielt firains : but it 1s not fo with us: we dwell

¥ John e, 20, T Revel. xxin 22,
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in tabernacles of clay, and have need of various
means to aflift us in our devotions,—Public wor-

{hip has been frequently found to be powerful over

the firaying, but {erious mind. It ought to be
remembered, that the fame apoftle reprefents fome
of the heavenly inhabitants as engaged in worlhip-
ping God.—T e’ four and twenty elders fall down before
him, who fat on the throne, and worfhip hum, who liveth
for coor and cver, and caft their crowns before the throne™®.

As cye hath not feen, nor car heard, the things which
God hath prepared for thofe who love him, it may be re-
plied, that Yohn could not be fuppofed to know
the employment of thofe in heaven. DBut this
objedtion is fo far from overturning what I want
to eftablifh, that it firengthens my argument.—
If John only fpoke in prophetic vifion, and yet
defcribed the blefled above as joining in devotion,
it {heivs, that he had been acculiomed to public
worthip on earth ; for we muft form our ideas

of thofe things which we have not feen, from thofe

witi which we are acquainted.

* RﬁTCI:;iiGI] ET. |

™
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Let us now turn our attention to the practice of
the apoftles and tlie immediate followers of Jefus.
Here we may begin with obferving, that they
prayed ina focial manner, when they were about
to elect a companion inftead of Judas. I cannot
agree with you in faying, that ‘It is no abfurd
fuppofition, and one abundantly defenfibie from
other writers, that the evangelical hiftorian means
only to ftate the general fentiments of the apoflles at
that time, and the purport of the prayer, which they
individually prefented to the Almighty™. 'The
paflage, in its obvious tendency, feems to me
clearly to {how, that they offered up an united
prayer.—dnd they prayed, and faid, thou, Lord, who
knoweft the hearts of all men, fhow whether of thefe two
thou haft chofen, that he may partake of this miniftry and
apoflleflip, from which Fudas by tranfereffion foll .

But you fay, ** Will an addrels to the Supreme

Beine

¢, at {o extraordinary a juncture, of kalf a

aunufe long, be deemed by any man an adequate
* Page 3

o+ Adsi. 24, 25.
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anthority for the eftablithment of focial prayer, per-
petually recurring on no particular wrgency of occa-
fion, and long enough to tire the moft unrelenting
patience %  The length or fhortnels of the
prayer, has nothing to do in the préfent confi-
deration ; it will be enough, if it be proved, that
the apoftles joined in focial worthip. But the
following record thows, that they offered up a joint
prayer more than kalf a minute long.—T hey went up
into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and Fames,
and Fohn, and Andrew, Philip, and T homas, Bartholomew,
and Matthew, Fames, the fon of Alphcus, and Simon
Lelotes, and fudas, the brother of fames. Thefz all con-
tinued with one accord in prayer and fupplication, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Fefis, and with his brothren:.

Is it not here evidently lhown, that their wor-
{hip, on this occafion, was focial, and that they per-
fevered in it for fome time? Thefz all coNTINUVED
with one accord i prayer; and it is added, in fuppli-
cation, which evinces, that in their devotions, they

* Page 32, f Adts i, 13, 14,



PUBLIC WORSHIP. 2

iy il

did not confine themfelves to thankfgiving and
finging ** hymns™.

Many other texts of fcripture might be pro-
duced to fupport the opinion, that the immediate
[ollowers of Jefus Chrift performed public and
focial prayer, but I ihall coafine myfelf to a few ;
as they, together with what have already been
advanced, {eem to be {uthicient for the proof of
that which 1s intended.~—Pecter was kept in prifon; but
frayer was made without ceafing of the chuvch unto God for
himzy . — And they continued ficdfaflly in the apoftics doclvine
and fellowflip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer <.
—Peter came to the houfe of Mary; where many were
gathered together, praying §.

I am convinced from the foregoing obfeiva-
tions, that we are juftified in the pérformance of
public and focial worlhip, both by the example
of Jefus Chrift, and his apoftles.

And now,
Sir, I ihall remind you of a promife, which you

voluntarily made, when you threw down the

* Pize 35, JAdsxii. 5. FA&sIL g2, §Adsxil 12,



sauntlet—leaving it to your own confideration,
and the decifion of our impartial readers, whether
the arguments which I have adduced, call upon
vou to fullll it—** Give me but one fingie pofitive
proof of the exiftence of foctal worfiip among Chrilt
and his apoftles, and I retire with {hame from toe
field of conteft, and refign the viétory” *.

We are profefledly the difciples of Jefus, and
ought to obey the precepts of his wildom ; but he
- has left no command behind, which requires us to
avoid worfhipping in public. Refpecting the ex-
ternals of religion, he has left us at perfect liberty
to choofe for ourfelves, We ought always to mark
the difierence between the means and the end.—
It is by negledling this diftinction, that we con-
demn others for differing from us in {entiments of
religion. It has been by not attending to this
important confideration, that the {fword of perfe-
cution has been wielded, and that the benevolent
fpirit of Chrifitanity has at any time been cruel

3 ;
Page 13,
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and unmerciful. The end of religion 1s- good
condué and happinefs; but the means to be em-
ployed for promoting this, muft be left to ourown
difcretion, and the influence of thofe circum-
ftances in which we are placed. The apoftles
{feem to have encouraged the fame ideas ; for they
departed from many of the Jewilh ceremonies,
which we do not find to have been rejelted by
Jefus; and they joined in focial worlhip, in other
places than the fynagogues—though it does not
appear to have been authorized by the practice of
their Lord. Nothing could make that right,
which is wrong in its nature ; and nothing could
make that finful, which is beneficial in its ten-
dency. If public and focial worihip be ufeful to
fociety, it muft be the command of heaven,
and no pofitive injunction could warrant us to
deftroy 1t.

The Sabbath returning at ftated intervals, gives
a joyous opportunity of reft to him who 1s weary :

it contributes to his health, as it leads him to clean-
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flinefs and change of raiment : it promotes virtue,
as it encourages contemplation : it gives him an
opportunity of going to the houfe of God, where
he may reap many advantages from public de-
votion,

But you are not an enemy to the affembling of
ourfelves together in public ; for you fay, ** Our
Jabbaths alfo 1hall be kept ; but not with the leatex
of hypocritical formalities, and the parade of mif-
cuided {uperltition, 1 praying for calomities, and
in deprecating bleffings”*.—Why do you confider
thefe improprieties as infeparably connected with
public worthip? I fhall not attempt to.point out

any prevailing mode, as the molt complete ex-

ception to this general condemnuation ; but I ven-

ture to affirm, that focial worfhip may be per-
formed i a decent, refpectful, and beneficial way.

It 1s natural for us to addrels ourfelves to God,
in profperity, or in adverfity. To whom ought
we to give thanks, but to him, who is our beflt

* Pages 39 and 40,
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friend? To whom fhould we look for comfort, but
to him, who is able and willing to beflow it —
Prayer reminds us of our dependance on hLeaven,
and teaches us humility ; 1t leads us to the love of
God, and the love of man. Our requefts are not
intended to inform the Deity of our wants, for-he
knows them well ; they are not to move his com-
paflion, for mercy has been his name for ever ;—
but they are meant to operate on our own minds;
to make us walk worthy of the bleflings which we
crave ; and to induce us to feek them in thole
paths, where he has appointed them to be found.

You admit of fecret prayer, and it is certainly
well adapted for perfonal fupplications, and in-
dividual thankigiviugs ; but public worfhip has
many peculiar advantages, and 1s better-calculated
for difcharging our duty concerning the things
which belong to us as members of {ociety.

How decent and how wife is it to return joint

thanks for the bleflings which have defcended

upon us in common ! In the houfe of God, the
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rich and the poor meet together, and they are
reminded, that Jehovah is the father of them all.
When they addrefs him, as his children, they are
taught to confider one another as brethren: when
they recolledt, that they are all fubject to tempta-
tions, and thatthey are travelling together through
a cllallgeabie world, they are inftructed toexercile
fympathy, and 2ll the benevolent affections.—
When thele pleafing and prohtable confiderations
have expanded the powers of their minds, and
elevated their devotion, they are apt to fay, thsis
none other but the houfe of God, verily this is the gat
of heaven ™.

To conclude; how much foever we may difter
in opinion—may we always aziee it whatever is

good, excellent, and worthy of praife.
I am, Sir,

Yours, &c.

* Gen, xxvill, 17,



