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' Deut.2o-1.  Thefe arcthe 1verédsof the Covenant Which tke Lord com-
| maxded Jvfis to make with the children of Nrael, inthe Lind of
Aoab, befide the Covenaxe which be made witk them in Horee.

2 Chron. 15.15.  And all Judah rejsyeed at the Qathy {or they bad fwirn
With allthtir beare, and fought kim with their Whole defire; and be
wag fonnd of them s and the Lord gave them reff round about.
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T ke Duty of a People that bave
R enewed their Covenant.

W

foi. 24,22,23. Axé Fajbub faid upto she People; ye are Witneffes againft your feives,
thet you bave chofes you the LORD 1o ferue bimyand they faid, We are Witneffes,

Ver 23, Now therefore pat avosy, [aid be, the frange gods wbich arc amorg )Cds and i%-
cliseyour bears tosbe LORD Godof Nrasl,

N this Chapterwe have (parallel to what we have this day feen)

&n Hiftory defcribing to us a Renewal of the Covenant between
£  “Godand his Peopleof Ifracl, Jofhuah, a godly and faithfull Go-
B, vcrnour, ftanding on Gods part, and rranfa&ting with the People
in his Name. in this Tranfaction I obferve,

1. The Circomftances of the Timewherein it was done, which are
noted, Chap.23. viz,

1 It was afier fuch timeas God had piven his People of Hrael reft in the
land of Canaan, v. 1. He had in his Providence given being to his Pro-
mife made to their Fathers's Hence I note, That Gods gracious fulfile
ing of Covenant with his People, is an obligation upon them to Renew
Covenant with him.

3. It was when Jofhuah was now waxed old, v, 1. and was now rea-
dyto leave the world, v. 14. he couid nor cxpe@ to continue much lon:
ger among them; whenee obferve,  That itis the care of Godly and
2caious Rulers when they arc tobe gone, to lcave Religion in as fafe
and hopefull a wayas poflibly they can.  Jothuah takes careto leave
the People uadey the ftrongeft tye poflible to continuc faith:ul in the
Service of God. _

3. It was while the People were yet fanding in a good cftate, and
Religion inits glory, ard not under decayes, v.8. sleave to the Lord your
God, asye bave dexe to this day. 1t wasonc of the beft Generations of this
People: andthen it inftrudts os. Thatthere are other occaflions of Re-
ncwing of Covenane befides Apo&agy : It may be done for keeping out
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as well as chryfting out $n,.and that efpecially in hours of Temptatian,
when there are Canaanites in tdefand.. And iz may be done to oblige
out {elvesto a gratefull acknowledgement of Gods faithfulnels to us, &
to Dean engaging bond onusto be faithfull toHim : asthis was here,

2. The place where this great affair was tranfadied, noted in this
Chapter, v. t. in Shechem, i.e. inthe place where ¢he SanQtuary was fet
up,it was the place-of publick worfhip,where theTribes were atthartime
appointed te hold their general Solemnityes, as appears v. 26. noting
the folemniiy of this duty, that it ought to be pertormed asinthepr .
fence of God, | -

3. The SuhjeQsengaged in this great work, ». 1. All the Tribes,i.c. .
tte ~hole Church which was then national, or all thofe who were by
the will of Got to tranfa&in thole affairs, »iz. alt the Males of age.
There were notonly the Heads of the People, though Jothua fene tor
them hrft, as is montioned in the former chapter : prebably by them o
prepare the People for this work ¢ but the Congregation were nict toa
geclicr i this engagemant:

4. TheInfinuations and Argumgnts by which Joft.ua leadsthe Peo-
pic 0 it; YIZ e,

(. A pithy commemovation, or brief reherfal of Gods mercifull
Providences conferved onthis People in all their Gencerations, from the
timz of Abrabams baing called out ofhis Country unto that day : frem
».2.t0-1 4. Lhere is nothing fitter to win upon an ingenious {pirit,then
the remembrance of greatand tong cortirued kindnefics,

2. A f{olemn word of Eshortation drawn {romthe prementioned
Confilcration,in . 14. Exhortations come with the greatcft cfficacy,
whenthe heartisforeprepared for them by engaging the affetions.

3. A probationary permitlion, conneé@ied with a icrious proteftation,
v. 15. Al Temptations and tryals thatare put to men are not{infull,
God himlelf makes ufe of thein often in Scrinture. And this here (asit
was intended) draws from the people a moft carnefl protettation, with a
fullapprobation of the lorccized Argements, . 16,17,18.

&. Farther toconfirm them, and reader them the more {erious in
what they did, he adds 2 word of caution, declaring and explaining how
awlull 2 thing it was for finfull man to have to doe in'a way of C ovenant
with God, v. 19 20. Jothuah’s fcope in this was not in any wife to dif-
courage them in what they were deing, but only to render them
the more {olemn and fcrious in what they did; it was;that he

might obviate an] preyent any rafhnefsand indeliberation in this pro-
| | cceding,
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154t have renewed theiy Covessnt. 5

. procecdingyand to let them thraughly undeiftand the matter they were

about, that {o they might nottriflc with the Almighty : and the Truth
is, our vain and hypocritical hearts need all incentives to make thesn fe-
rious 10 thefe matters.

. We have the Tranfa&ttonit {elf, or the renewal of Coyenant after
they §were thusina geod meafure prepared forit,where we may obferve,

1. The profeffed fetled refolution of the people to fiand fait by
this Engagcement, upon the molt mature celiberation, ver.2 1. and this
was che very thing that Jofhuah bad becn labouring in. in all the forc-
going procels, that he might bring them to a ferled, and ifit mighs be,
unaoveable conclufion ab. ui it,

1. Jothuahs obtcftation. or challenging of them as witneffes againtt
themfelves together with their declared affent unto the Truth of it v.22.

3. The charge which hercupenhe layes uponthem, ver.z3. ‘every.
Covenant carryesa‘ong with it a firong bond to duty, and hence this
chargeis anfwered by a {oleran engagement on their pare, ver.24, they
m.akea promife that they will thus do.

4. Wehave a declaration of thistoamount to an entring into Ceve.
nant, ver.2§. So Fofbwa made a Covenant,  So, i. ¢, according to the
mode or manncr before cxpreffed, viz. by bringing them to & irec pro~
feflion of their fubje@iian to God,

s. There is a Regifter made, and a monument ercé&ed of this En.
gagement. ver.26,27. Thofe folemn Tranfa&ions that have paft between .
God and his Pcople ought to be kept on File, to be a witnefs of his fa-
vour, and their duty.

Thete things being thus iffued, now Jofhuah hath ferved his Genera-
tion, done the work he had lying on his hand, and {o dycs.

The order of our Text hath been thus difplayed, anld the parts of it
we fee are two.

1. [ofhua’s obteftation of this Peopls, or his introducing themfelves
as witneffes againft themielves, together with their reacy afiknrto it :
this Pcople having covenanted and promifed  he then plainly expounds
to them what they have dore, and they frecly confeis it - a Deople
tranfaéting ina Covenant with God, ought to bewell intern-cd in that
which they do.

2.Jofhua’s charge given themuponit, the forceof which chargeis
drawn from the preced ent Argement,and firongly argucd from thence,
now therefore ¢ (., now morc thenevar it cencerns youto be tollicitous

about this duty. The words intimate three things to us, viz.
A 3 1, \Vhat



T he Duty of 4 People

1. What is done by a People in their Renewing of Covenant 7
they doe deliberately chafe God, and frongly oblige themftlyes to
ferve him. The word in our Test tranflated Crofen,and the thing it felf
viz. Chaufing, doc fignife a carcfull Eieluion upon good tryal and cxpe-
rience we have had of a thing , and ferving the Lord, intends both wor -
thipping and obeving of him, and is therctorc by the Septuagint tran-
flated inditierently by (Latrenein & donleqein) _

2. That ftrong and awfull cbligation under which men do< put
themielves by this Selemnity : they doe hereby enter themtclves wit-
neffes againit themfelves i ¢. thisacof theirs will bea particuiae
and unZeniable cvidence againft them, when God (kall emer into Judg-
ment with them, if they fhould after they have done this,decline 1rom
their Profefion, and {o depare frem God.

3. What it is that God expeds a Pcople (hould now doc after {uch
a Solemnity, i.¢. They muft for{ike their Sins - this is intimated in the
charge given them, ro put awas their falfe gods. Now the obj ¢t of every
Lutis afalfe god, that which fteals away a mans heare, and is pustued
with his mnft eager defires, thatis an 1dol.  And they muft quicken
themfclves up to Qbedience, they muft enleavour 30 be morc hearty
and more aétive then ever they had been in the dervice of God : for
that is to encline thesr bearts to the Lord Ged ot Ifradd.

1t 1 thould undertake the diflin&t do&rinal handling of thefc things,
thetime would fail me, and I thould commit 3 trelpafls upon your Pati-
ence : 1fhall therefore only improve thers it prefent by way of Exhor-
tation. asthey may be ufcfull to the prefent occafion

Unto you therefore of this Church and People of God, who (by the
help and grace of God) have put your fclves upon 4 freh remembrance
of your facred Covenant, and renewed the lolemn engagement of your
{clves to God, and onetoanother, et me fay thus . . h,

As it is & good and commendable, foitis a great and weighty work -
vou have binabout,and thereupon calls for much ferious atier confi-
deration. lItis a greac duty incumbent on you, to keep this dayes work
in mind, andto apply your hearts untoir, [ know nothing of more
weight and folemnity to urge upon your hearts then what Johua (di- .
reéted by the Spirit of God) called uponthis Peoplein our Text to
take kaouleddeof  Remember then,

1. What iris vou have been doing this day.  The making or re-
newing of Covenants ought notto bea rath or precipitate alt : a Cove-
nanting Peopic ought well and throughly to acrjuaint themielyes with

the
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the matter and nature of their Covenant : it is good that you fLeuld re-
Bc&, and ask your own Souls, whatis it that we have been doing ¢ the
swant of this will lofe you the benehit and fruit of all : revicw then every
Circumftance of it, you have it fun.marily here belore yecu. Krow then,
That you have this day,by a new and voluntasy aé chofcn you the Lord
to ferve him ; ard if youtake this in picces you may fee what a great
work you havedone. Here are ihrec things you have to ruminste up-
on, your aét, your objedt, and the end,
1. Your adt, you have chofen, and if yeu have indced made this
choice, then you have tafted & feenthatGod is good,yeastt e bedt good.
Choiceis a deliberate adt, it is not a thing to be run vpon haftily and
rafbly, but upon mature Confideration, ke that Fath a choiceto make
will Ponder the matter in his mind, firft confider before he concludes s
this a&iion ot yours Coth therefore carry init this grefcffion that you
have entred into your hearts,& {crioufly thought of the bufinefs,yea,
Choiczisa fegregating, and a dif uné@tive aét, whercfocrer there
is a chufing, there is #lfo a refuling, at leaft by confequence ; for, to ren-
der athing capable of being chofen, it mult be prefented and proffercd
with fome othcr thing; there muft be rore thirgst'.cn cne to make
3 cheice.out of, for the very a& implyes divers objeéts, amonglt which
one hath the preheminence, in our cfteem, and istherefore pitcht upon,
in which very chufing, the other are refufed. If then you have chofen
God, it it certain that you have renounced fin, and viorld, and all your
vanityes, and have now openly acknowlcc’gcd that thcy arcnot your
Gods, th2t you will never more place your dependance vpon them. I
you have ciiofen God,you have chofen him alone, it is this one God you
have let your hiearts upon,fa he'is propounded, Deut 6 4. 7 £e Lord oar
Godz one Lovd. God rever ‘acknowledged himfelf indesd chofen, by
them who would have him in conjun@ion with other things. Apain,
Choife is a concluding a&, it argues that a man is come to a full and
hinal deterarination - as fong as the mind hangs in fuspence, and the re.
folutions are waveringthere is not choice, if then you have chofen the
Lord, you are no longer halting between two opinions, but are plimply
comeup to tlas refolved conclufion in which you will reft, she Lord be 14
(ed. Furthcrg
Choice isa judicious and voluntary aét.it is the 2& of 2 caufe bvCous -
fel,a&ting according to the diftates of right reafon, and freely refting in
the cenclufien; if therefore you bave chofen'God, youhave not been:
trawnito this a agdintt your wills, nor againft your rational jadgc-
ncens,
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ment, buthereis your free choicey and that upon a fufficient difrovery
of thé axcellency and {uitablenels ofthe objet chofeny you can give a
£001¥eafon for, and are not athared to fand by your EieRion: Rom.1,
16. Good _nievil, God and the worid have been fer before you, if you
tave chofen God,you approve him as he is propounded 3 vou have con.
fidered what it is that he requires of you, and you do approve of it, and
con entto it, aud what icis he promileth, and it is well pleafing to you
this is a judicious ckoice : yet again, |
Choife is a fatislying and contenting adt, if 3 man may but have the
liberty tocnjoy his own free  Ele@ion , heis well pleafed, it gives him
gontent, and if you haveindeed chofen God, your Souls are abundant-

dylagisficd in him, and you would not exchange him again for any o-
ther being inHeaven or in Earthy P//.73.25. you can let others enjoy
their vanityes and not be envious at them, but count your {elves infinite-
Iy more happy in your enjoyment of God. Moreover,

Choice is an obliging a&t it layes a great forccupona man to retain
and prize the thing which he hath ehofen: for a manto aiter his choice
whenit is fulle and deternvinately made, condemns hii of follv, blind-
nels, and indilcretion in the choile which he 6e/f made: the adt it e lf
{peaks. ither grofs ignorance, or hafty incogitancy 3 and all this the fia -
ner is forced to contels when once God opens his eyes, and lets him
know what he hath done, till when,he blelfeth himfelfin his wife choift,
and condemns the People of God ot imprudence, but now acknosele: a-
cth that he wasbruitith and ignorant , and had rated things, not ac-
cording to their true value, but his own misguided and deluded appre-
hen(ions; and hence it comes to pafs that (or this is one reafonwhy) the
wo-k of Converfion is fo exceeding difficulr, becaufe proud man counts
his honour ingaged to ftand to his choifc and fo, rather then confefs
himi{elf s (ool, will tun the bazard of cternal Damnation: Now f choife
it telf be {o obliging, then a renewed chiufing of the fame thing oran af-
ter afferting ot a furiner choile. adds yer greater ftrength tothe Obli-
gation. And this is the very thing that vou have been this day doing:
vou have fermcerly, a great whilc apoe, openly p-ofefled thar you made
Go1 youv Choife, and renounced all things for him, thiswas a greaten-
gagemeny, put what you have now done, isa preat c¢eal more:  That
which you now tell the world, and declarce io the prefence of Angels is,
That after you hive had the trial of God fo many years, and have Lad
{9 many occa‘ions toimake proof of him. vou have found him {5 good.
{o oracious, {o givrious &n ene,and vous {eives o hoppy invour choite.

' T.ia:
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that you have had no caufe all this while to repent of it,but hiving expe-
rienced him every whit as good as his word, & far better then your nar-
row thoughts & low hopes could have expefied,you are come to give
publick Tefkimony to your full approbation of him aftcr {o long 2 time:
thus did this Peop'e; they covenanted at Horeb.caking God at his word,
and now theyrenew it, toteftifietheir ready acknowlcdgement of his fi-
delicy whohad not let one good word, inwhich he {tood engaged, fa 10
she graund. Finally,

Choife isan a& that puts an honour upon the thing chofen,and refledts
difparagement upon the thing refufed, and thus in this Tranfaction have
you {ct the Crownon Gods head, and profeffedly trampled upon all the
dunghil vanityes of the world. ‘ |

2. You arc alfo to confider of theobjeét of your choice, the Lord,
jehovah 3 and if you do ferioufly think who God is, it wall yer further
tcll you what you have doncin chufing of him - { fhall only hint ia fome
particulars,

You have chofen i holy God,this Jolkuah puts thefe in mind of,v, 19,
and it s of folemin confideration, he isa God that hates in  that loaths
the Throne of itiiquity, that cannot endure any thing that is contrary to
him, or gocsaboutany way to uadermine his glory - if therctore you
will have hima for your Ged, you muft venounce all your impure and un-
boly wayesand words, and thoughts 5 you muft feave offall filthinefs ci-
ther of flefh, or of Spirit.

He is a jealous God. ibid. a God that ffands upon his own glory, and
will not part with it, no graven image or Idol fhal be fharer or co-part-
ner with him; you mult therefore refolve tobefor him, and for no o-
ther, if you rejedt nor all for Lim, he will not accept you,

He isa God that willby no means clear the guilty, Ex 34 ~. thus in our
Context, ver. 19,20. if now you fhall break Covenant and forfake him, 82
caft offhis fear from you, he will write his difplezlurce in your bload,
thofe tiiat fball thus be found guilty before him in the great day and
not pardoned in Chrift, thall have no way for efcape.

He is an Aimighty God, and it'you provoke his anger, and fir up his
Jesloufic, there is nonc in the world will ever be able ro deliver you out
of hishands, A4 Nations are so bim @ the drop of 3 Buckety1{ai40.15.

Heis an Ail.fccing GOE.‘, his Em aqreé 4ﬂ¢3rm g° ﬁr:: you canhot lodgc
an Idol in your hearts, thoughit be in the moft fecret and retired room
ofit, but he will find it out 7 he will {carch you with candics, will make a

through {carch, and you cannnt avoid him,
B Only
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Only: here is your encouragement, he is a gracious and merciful:
God too, and therefore if through frailty or Tem‘ptatian you fhould at.
any titne forget your feh ¢s, and fail in the duc performarnce of your du..
ty, i then you cotruly repent 2nd feek his-face in Jelus: Chrilt-by faith.
it him, he will receive and Pardon you, shere s forgivenefs with bim thas
ke may be feared, Plal, 1 30.4. But ftill, be {ure let the folemn confidera-
tion of his dread Majelty, be a-conftant remembrance unto you, ofthe.
inceffent and diligent care yow ought to cxprels in holy endeavoursto.
seake good this choife of yours, which you havemade of him by Cove-
nant, leit you thould ftis him up-againt-you, and turn that to your harm.
which might have been vor vour benefis and good.

3. theend of your choice. and that is toferve him: you have not.
only chofen the Lord Jefus Chri for your Saviour, and ligh Pricft, to
cxpiate the guilt of vour fins with his own bleod, and to ftand between
vou and his Fathers wrath,and make atonement for you,though it would
be {ad for vou if it were not thus; but you have chofen God alto for your.
Bing and Ssvereign, to worfhip him and obey him, the.{erving of hin
intends beth, Know.thi<, that you have engaged your felves te do {ome-
thing for Ged and to be guided in it by his will, & to that end you have

- whsﬁy renounced yvour own wills and lufts, that you may be altogether
athis command, and fully engaged in his {ervice : you are not therefore
now to chufe your own way, but he is to lay it out for you, you arenct
to br at your own difpofe, but he muft difpofe of you, and you ftand en-
gaged to take all well. whatfoever.it be that he (hall ¢call you unto, whe-
ither it be adtive or paflive obedicnce: vou are now therclore to &udy the
Lords will, to be frequent in tho Scriptures, fearching out the mind of
God there, for your diretions and to attend upon all dutyes, of prav-
ing, hearing, reading, meditating, pradifing : you have now declared,

and pre mifed that you will not rife up againft the command, nor call it

a hard {aying, but will receive the word at the mouth of the Lord, and

his Servants, and will do accordingly : that you will not murmure at,or

rile up againft his providential difpofure of you, but it he afii& you, cut

you fhett, and carry you through divers tryals, and great exevcifcs, you

will fubmit to his hand, and be content that he fhall be your Leader; this

15 it you have done, and you ought to carry it in remembrance, and {u-.
Cy performance.

2. Think how ftrong a Tye it is which you have bound your {clves
¢ All our covenantings with God carry along with them the nature

and force of an Cath, and a Curfe ; and here willbe one more great.
' | evidence
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evidence againlt you, if after all this you fhould depart away from God;
by this very a& you have put your folves into the quality of witneffcs
againft your felves : This may fecm to be a very ftrange expreflionsbut
we muft obfcrve, that the meaning of it isnot pofitive, bur hypotheti-,
calyie, you are o, in cafe you (hould now fall thort of your engage-
‘ment.  Woe know that a mans hand and feal toa Covenant, doth him
-no harm, if he mean hongftly, and be faithful to perform it ; but yet it
will be, in Courts of Juftice, a felf cvidence againlt 2 man,in cafche
fhould afterwards prove falfe and break it.  For a man after Vows to
for{ake God, and turn out of the good way, this is a double iriquity -
It ever God fhould be fo provoked aficr thisasto enter into Judge-
ment with you, and deal in utmolt rigor sad feverity, and make your
Plagues great and tercible, this dayes work will vindicate his caufe, &
declare him a righteous God to the world : Your Profeilions and Pro-
teftations will fpeak cerrible things asainft you in the day of venzeance:
Your Confcicnces will give in evidence for God , and there will bz no
excufe for you, yea this whole Affembly are witneffes of what you have
done, and this thould be a very folemn thought upon your hearts.
0¢4j. Butifthe cale ffands thus, then we hare brought our telves in-
to a fnarc, and it would have been far better i€ we had never done this,
Anf. tis very certain that every Ordinance of God doth a wickead
wan hurt, but yet it doth a godly man good.  And know this affurediy,
that it you vow without purpofcs to pays; if you comcto Covenant'with
God, and bring anldol in your hearty if you promife rafhly and inde-
liberately, and ponder not what it is you do, it would have been far bet-
ter for you if you had not donz it: But yet cenflider withal,that inasmuch
as it s one of thofe wayes whercby God doth both engage, ani alfo
quicken his people to a faithful difcharge of their duty, and confidering
alfo, that fuch is our backwardnefs, deadnels, and pronencls to forget
the duty in which we ftand engaged to Ged, and hereupon nced all in-
centives to it, it becomes not a fnare, but a blefling to the peopleof
God : we do all of us owe unto the Lord our hearts and lives, it isa Sa-
crifice which is his duc; but ever when we come to bring and offer them
up to him, they (like the Beafts which of old were offered up in Sacri-
ficc) are ready to fart and run away from the Altar, and muft thercfore
bebeund, if ever they be kept. Pfal.118.27. Bind the Sacrifice rothe
berns of the Altar with Cords:ncw this covenanting is one of thofe Cords
wi:h which we bind our hearts to, anl endeavour to kecp them from
Rarting from the fervice of God, ghercto, by our profctling our felves
& to
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to be his People, we ftand in duty indifpenfbly obliged : tetnonethere-
fore repent of their covenanting, but endeavour the improving it to high-
and holy ends : ufeitasa fhicld againtt Temprations and asa {purtoe.
duty. When Satan, or any of bis Inruments at any time feek to draw
you afide, and perfwade you to jeyne with them in any vain and finful
deed, when they would have you to 2ffociate your {elves with them in.
their lewd and finful pradtices, call this day to remembrance,and fay,
fhall I do this thing. who have covenanted with God againdt it ?no, my
word is palt, yea [ have fivorn againtt this diflovalty, 1 have chofenthe
Lord, and my hand is to it, Iwill not therefore o this abominable thing
which his Soul hateth. Thus alfo when you begin to flackenyour hands
n duty, and are ready to give way to torpid repleét, to leave off, or in-
terit, or beany way flighty in the difcharge of any part of Gods fer.
vice , now rouze up vour {clves with the confileration of this, {ay, as
David did, thy vows are upan me, and fhall I alter or go back from any
part of that which [ have bound my feftin to the Lord.  Thusyou have
an excellent=nclofure to keep you in from wandring and firagling a-vay
from God, you cannot poilibly gocaltray, excepryou do breas o er,
o through the hedge of the Covenant; and an awful reclaimer it may
be to you, when at any time you are broken out, ard gottenintothe
world, and wandring among the vanityes and lults of it, when the re-
arers and amazing refle@ions of your own Confcicnces (hall wirnef: a.
gainft you, that you are Covenant breakers. You fhall aifo haveth s wl-
vantage by it,that you fhall have it as a perpetoai monitor, gravely and
fcrioufly to advile you of.and excite-you to,yeur duty, if yeu co not wil-
fully or carelefly put it out of your mind.

3. A1lir is now high time thar you doc{olemnly fet your felves to
think what it (s you have to doc :+ Covenants are not meer fornal a-d
copty Profeffions , but they oblige men to the performance of fome:
thing. Affurc your felves. that God expeétss and all that have feen or
fhall hrear of this dayes work, will expet that all this acoe fhiouid n t
enlinfew words : that you thould not be like the Nightingale, a voice
and nothing clfe. Itistruc that every Chriflian owes a lile to be {pent
for God, and in his fear and fervice, and ro negleér it will he great Sing
but ftil; every degree of our Profeflion muft be anfivered with propor-
gionable fruits, or elfe it wili e looked upon as ne better thenan empty
fhew, or Pharifaical boalt : {f, when you have fo declared and prote-
{tzd, you now fic {til and doe nothing, if all things beas they were, you
will fall under that tharp cenjure which was given of Hfracl of old, P/,
~3.96,37, They flatrer’d bim with their mouth, and lytd to kim Witn thar
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ganguis s for their heart wasmot vight with bipsy neither werve they fledfaft
in bis Covenant,  Yea God himfelf will declare againft you, as he did a-
gainft that hypacritical Generation, a.29.13. Tbis People hononverh
mee With their lipe, but their heart is far away fromme.  Exped that this
will be the enquiry that every one wili make from this day forward,
What {ingular thing is it that this People doc ?  What fruits and effeéts
~hath their Covenanting wrought upon them 2 And if there be none, it
will calt a fou! and infamous biot upon your Profeflion. Now then up &
be doing: cate from thisday a vifible and confpicuous Reformation,
which tay be feen and taken notice of by all your obfervers; that thofe
who loveZion may rejoyce in, &t boaft of you and the mouthes of gain-
fayers maybe ftopped, and fuch as mock at your holy Coverant may
be put to filence.  That which is now to be done, the Text commends
ro you under two Heads,

t. You muft pur away the ftrange gods that are among you. And
coc qut think it ftrange ro be put upon this duty : Idolatry is a fin hard-
Iy kept out, and with great difliculty thruflt out of the Church : It might
have {cerned ftrange, that Jothuah (hould give this in charge to the
Tribes at this time, efpecially (incc’he profeficth Cap.23.8. Thar they
pad cleaved unto he Lord their God anto that day.  But fill there will be
{fome Idolatry in the beft times, andin she pureft Churches. And
though I come notas an Ac¢*uler, orhave any thing to lay toyour
charge, yet itis good that cvery one fearch his own heart, and make
through work, remembring youare dealing with the heart feirching
God.  And that there hath too much of {piritual [dolairy bien found
inthefe Churches, isno obfcure or urknown thing.

Thereis the Idol of Covetoufuefs, fo branded by the svord of God,
Cel.3.5. {ofar prevailing, asto thethrufting out in part, if not altoge:
ther, religious Worfhip in many Families, either turning Prayer quite
out of doors, making them like heathen Familves, whofe Chara&er is,
that they call mot upom the Name of the Lord, or making mens Prayers {o
formal and dead, as if indced tincy prayed to a dead Idol,

There is theldol of Drunkenneis | by:zoo too many worfhipped to
fuch a degree, that when they awake, they are @i with it, and makces
them corftantly offer up their morning Sacrifice to god B.ucchus in a
¢runkenDrink Otiering; and when (ifmen walked according to theiz
Profeflion) wemiaht cxped to find them, cither in their Cloles pou-
ving out their fouls before God, and commending themclves to his
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guidance for the day; orwith their Families, praying down a blefling
upon them; we muft look them ap at fomn: Ale houfe, or Brandy-Shop
at their Tipling Devotions : Which unfuitablenets and unfeafonablenefs,
though they thouid not drink them(elves down to a secling & fagger.
ing about the Streets, will yet ba sharged by God for the fin of Drune
kennefs.

There is the Idol of Senfuality, when men make their Belly their god,
Phil.3.19. When menindulge their appetites, and pamper a picce of
Clay, uato anegle& ofGod,an i unicting themfelves for ais Service.

The Ido! of Pride, caufing many to go beyond their eftate or degree
cach one friving to ourdoe their neighbours in vanity.

The 1do! of vain Curiofity, provoking men tolsave the worlhip and
wayes of Gods Inftitution, and rum giddily after new Do&rines and
Teachers. Thefe and many othersare apt to draw the bearts of men
afterthem,and arejo be put away. And if there be any of you that
have harboured thefe or any the like ftrange gods, its now your work
and obligation refolutely to put them away, to be athamed of them, &
tofayof them as Ephraim, Holl14.8. #what have I to doe any mere \ith
ddol:? Youmult bury them as Jacob did thofe of his Family, when he
went to worfhip God at Bethel, and refolve tu dig them up andwortfhip
them no more. If,afeer this day, and thefe Solemnityes, fuch fins as
thefe, wherever they have been enterrained, be not reformed, and by
cvery one carefully watched againft, Godwill look upon himfelf to be

contemned, and you muft not think to efcape his Judgements,

2. You muft now ¢ncline your hearts to the Lord God of ifracl. The
word [encline’] fignifics to bow or bead to a thing. asthe labourer
bends to his work, and it ferves to exprefs induftry and diligence » it fig-
pifics alfo to (pread abroad - tranflated to firetch: Ifatg40.22, anditis
the heart that muft be thusengaged and exrended, i.¢. the Soul and :il
its faculrics, and it mu be to the Lord, i.c.to hisfervice. Thercisa
great deal you have now to do for God, and you have poflibly been re-
mifs. flack, weakin doing of it: now you muft mead your pace, revive
your incuftry, and whaifoever it is that your hand now finds to do, you
muft co it with your might : be {ure that your heart beinit, and then
God witlaccept it 5 nay fet your heart bein ity and then be fure it will
not be dene negligently, altheugh when you have done your beftit wili
be doncimperteily;, weaknefles and frailries muft be expeéred, whiles
we arc labouring under the exercife and-oppreflion ofa body of death .
and a Paul himfclfalthough he had fecn his own heavenly glory, yet the
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frength of this will not prevent,but @tillhe cannot do what he would -
only, hete is our comfort, that a heart fet for God, and a hand {erioylly
imployed for him, is acceptable, he loves and will acknowiedgea willing
mind, It may be there arefome dutyes the pradlice whercof you have-
quite loft, through remilsnefs, and the prevalency of worldly temyptaul-
ons, thefe arenow to berevived and reftored with utmoft care and dili-
aence, they have beentoo long neglefted : other duryes haveir may be
heen dore perfun@orily and to the halves, by reafon of a Spirit offor-
mality. thefe are to be quickned, and new lite put into ther,

And now having ubliged your felvesunder a facred tyeto God, to the
performance of fuch things which youare not able o perfurm, by any
firength of yours, but enly by the ftrength of grace; in hope of which
affiftance you have thus engaged, it concerns you to be fertifying Faithin
him, and placing an humbie relyaece upen him, for the continued fup-
plyes of his Spirit and grace. '}[rembling!y confider yourown pronc-
nefs to difflemble wf% God, and to dcceive your own Souls; and kow rea-
dy.now morc then ever,Satan will be to affault you with his lirong
Temptations ; and confidering how oftenthis people of ifracl covenanted
and yet becaufe their heart was not sigtt, they went back and provoked
.God to fell them to their oppreffing Enemies; be the more importunate
at the Throne of grace, and the more watchful over'your own hearts.
And that God, whois tenderand pittyful,who kuows thic frame of sours,
and minds you ave buz duffy will cover and pafs by your many infirmitycs.

Now that this Renesal of Covenant may be for Gods gi’ory, anag your
everlafting comtfort, and the cdification of otherss the Almighty Gsd
firingthes you With all might in the inntr man thar you may be able to walk,
wertbyof the Lord anto all well pleafing, bisng fruitfulinevery geod workys -
and enereafing in she kuosiedge of Gody and [¢ made mutt tobi partakers of
the Inkeritance of the Saints in Ligt,

W.-———-————-——'h-_"*—-—-—
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