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HE N we bave declar'd that Care bath Feer

taken by comparving [cveral Copies, to offer m-

thing to the Rrader, which waswot the gemine
Prodult of th: grear Skill amd Expericnce of that Fu-
Acious Divine the Rev. Mr. Willaid ; = cant fuppofe
that th’s Tralt, /n »bk'ch you bave wuch in & lictle,
will weed Recommendation 5 much lefs may we prefame
Yo imagine that anmy Thing written by s, fhould add
weight unzo it, Howezver, being defired by the chanitable
Gentleman, whoir ar the Charge of the Impreflion,wizls
s generaus Regard to the Candidates of the Miniftry,
fo intriduce it te the Publick ; We embrace this Oppor-
vuvity of expreffing our Thankfulnels snd Toy, that thele
excellent Rules for the Srudy of Divinity, arz made
smore extenfively sfeful by the Prefs, than while difperfed
in & few privare Manufcripts, .

THE Knowleage of GOD v CHRIST, ank of
the only Way of living to Him lere, fo as to prepare for
the full Enjcyinent of Him im Heaven, wift be the Ons
Thing necdtul ; and in fome die Proportion, it oushe
0 be the Care of every One to Searcl tlhe Seriptures, PBut,
whireas our Lord ha'h apponied an Oider of Men
o tcacn this dlvine Kuowiege, how ;reat [hoxld be their
Concern and Care to be weld Inflricied to the RKingdow
of G QO Drhemicloes, that they ruay be able coreach orberg?
New in order to this, 16 is asanticr of the highet 1. pora
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1 PREFACLE

tence that the Sons of the Prophets i3ter upen this
facved Staly, under aw bumbling Semfe of the greas
Darinefs end decp Coraption of buman Nature by the Fal,
snd [o with earncfi Drayer to G O D to enlighten and purify
ti:'r Minds, that they may receive the Truth in the
Tove of it. Great is the Myflery of Godlinefs. We
krew but little of Bodies amd creaved Spivits, Tkt moft [aga-
cicxs Philofophers have ot been able to feavch out the
Almizity to Perfelion, in the leal of bis Works.  Cor-
zinly them, 1ke Minifter of the Gofpel mxft need the
efpecial Guidance and Infuence of the Divine S PIR IT
whr lockiag into the Revelativn which the infinice and
eternsl GOD bath made of Rimfelf, audcf the liay
of cur Reaeirption by CERIST : for the Carnadd
Mk iy mee enly wesk, but is Enmity aszinft GOD.
However, Confant forvimt Prayer is t9 accompany, not
(wperfede our diligent Endeavosrs in tiwe Stidy ef the
Scriptures 3 that the Manof G O D may be per-
fett, throughly furnifhed unto all good Works.
And Dere, ol v is s difinzsifblng Favonr we enjey
of hsving tke Bible in owr Mother-Tongue, jer
dovkrlefs it 2:uft be o great Dels tobe slie to voad thife
facred Pirizings in the Langzages in wbhicl Dbely Mon
wrote thew a5 infpir'd Lythe HOLY GHOST: Axd
sherefore we beariily wifh that this Part of Acedenical
Losining may beocve and onre encosrzzed fiu oour Cole
caes ;5 for If the Candidates save not 4 gocd Feoanda-
vie of this Keowledie laid there, it will be diffcult o
ohtals it whe they cometo full Employment, And fur-
feery We conrey with the Rew. Auther, thae to be well-
grewnded fu Syitemarical Divinity, is of excelent nfe i
orier to 2 [afe and profiralls proceeding  im this Study.
And a5 we are Lighly {zvsurd fn tle Conteflion
of Faith, the Aficablies larger and fhorrer Cate-
chifms, pelmted with the Scripiices snder eacly Flead ; we
reconaizind tpe giligenr Readinz of 2lory coarpaving ohe
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PRRERFACE 11

Befriner delivered with the Seriptures broight to prove
them,  And we wonld liere particularly recommend the

Asthor’s Expofitory Lettures en the Affemblies Shore
ter Catechiimyp asan excellens Hufiration of st,

THE Fathers of this Conntry were exemplery fom
sheir faithful and diligent Care in their Families, Schols
and Chzrcioes, to propagate psre avd undefled Religion:
«nd therefore tpe Children of New-England, and in s
pertiexlar manner the Sons of the Prophets, are ffromgly
ebliged to rememnber bow they hawe received and beard, and
te bold faft thofe Ferms of fomd Words which they have
been saught, whenypen ferions Examination, they find thers
confonant t3 the infalitle Oracles of GOD. It's gram-
ted that oxr Father in Heaven allowcth of that Appeal ;
Neverthelefs, What faith the Seripture ? However,
for any to rejeit paremzal Inflrultion or thafeDelirines which
they bave beem taught inmthe more publick Preaching of
GOD's Wird, before they have, vpon due Inquiry, fosnd
hem difapprev’d by this perfelt: Rule, is prefamely to
costemn the Asthority of GOD in the Lifth Command,
( reauiriig Parents to bring up their Children in the
Nurture and Admenition of the Lord ) and alfe the
divine Inftitution of the Gofpel Minifiry ; ntither of
whici) Teathing can be duly artinded to Edification, mithost
Forms of Words, and & metbadical Expreffion & Explanation
of Gofpel Dotrines mot verbatim comigin’d inthe Bible =
120" the Senfe and Meaning of the Scriptures ought al-
ways tobe kept 1o with the moft religious Regard, A«
cordingly, here is a weighty Tauft comrnitted to Them wito
have the Inllrullien and Government of cir Yoush in the
Schools of the Prophets ; rhar they be [2zfe Guides in
lizding their Pupils to the Study of jzch Books as cx-
Plain and confirm  the prre Dotlriues of theGofpel, and ix
warming agaiaft the Evers of fuch as bave s tndency, by
J.oie Reafening and plefible Lgimeite, 19 corvspt ST
| fenad



iV " PREFACE

2ender Minds from the Simplicity that isin CHRISY:
For it muft be of damgeross Confequence for young Students
e becin w'th beretical and ervomesus Writers, wkhile as yes
2bere’s suft Caufe 20 fear, left as Children they be tofe
fed to and fro, and carried about wnth every wind
of Dottrine, by the fleight of Men, and cunning
craftinefls, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. And
&ots wot the prefent Day cali alosd for the moff circemfpedd
and wachful Care in th's macter?  This Feunrlation being
swecll Leid, ( and furely it muft be of the greateft Importance
zhat fuh as teah othors, be themfelves well groumaed
in the Frith ) the Stadcns wmay with e [afery procecd
20 the Reading of Caluiftical and Polemical Authors,
I the whvle, Let bim kecp bis Eye fix’d on this as bis
chicf Eud, the glovifying GOD in our LORD FESUS
CHRIST, by the Sslvation of bis own, and the Souls of
otners.  Let bim thevefore whemealld to Preach the Golpel,

determine with the Apofile Paul, not tc know any thing,
fave Jefus Chriit, and him crucified.

AND now, May the GOD of all Grace vour out bis
S PIRIT upon ovr Schools, Colleges end Churches !
M1y our Zion, always hawve of lcr Sons, totake her by the
Haudy andlerd lcr in the Paths of Tvuth and Rightecufnefs !
Ank may thefe Diveitions wiich are now cemmended to
the diligent Peruful of the Candidates of the Evamgelical
Miniftry, be accompanied with 1le Divine Elefing !
O Lord, revive thy work in the midft of the Years 3
in the midit of the Years malke known; in Wrath
remember Mercy,  WATE thefe hwnb'e Regicfs 1o GOD,
and with Dcfivcs of the Prayers of our Fathers and Brethren
in tre Mimifiry, e [ubfc:ibe,

g Jofeph Secwall
1-.-;?:12}' *»»  Thomas Prince,
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Brief DIRECTIONS

TO A

Young Scholar
Defigning- the MINISTRY,

L ET him bear in M'nd that of the
. Apnftle, James 1. 17. Every good Gift,
i and every verfed Gift is from above, and

come: down from the Father of L:gbr:

And accordingly be much in Prayer to God for
his Help.
Bene ar:ﬁ', eft beme fuduiffe.

II. Let him putoff high Opinions of himfelf, and
be fenfible of his cwn Infirmity. This will ‘both
put him upon more ardent Supplications : James
1.§. If any of yoeu lack Wifdem, It bim ask of God,
rhat giverh ro all Mcn Lberaliy, and spbra'deth not ; and

it fball be given bim: Apd excite h'm n grcarer
Indui"r}f, r Cor. 3. 38, Let us Man deceive bimfelf @ I

avy Man amonz®yes ﬁmcrb ro be wife im this O ﬁ:t‘d fes
bim become 8 Feui, that be viay be wife.

ITk. SINCE all Theslogical Truths are commen.
d:d to us in fhu W’O]{O OF GOD, Ict him be

much wn IKeading t‘lc SCRIPTURES ‘w'th dilig~nt
OLfo\ aiCC



2 Direfions for the .
Oblervance : This is their Commendation, @ Tim.
5.15. From s Child thow Esft knowr 1he Doly Sovipesres,
wh.ch ere able to make thee w'je umts Salvation, tine
Faitk wiicn isim Chriff Jefus. Atts 19, x1. Thefe were
more noble rham thofe in The/almiva, in i bat they reocivid
the. Word with all readineis of Mnd, ond [carched the
Seriprures dally, whether thole Things were fo.  Alts
58.24. A cersain Few named Apollos, born at Alexandrix,
an elozuens Man, and mighty in che Scripruves,

IV. In reading the Scriptures, he is firftly cof-
cerned to underftand the true Senfe and Mcaning of
them « A&ts 8. yo. Md PLiilip vanm shither to him, and
heard bim vead the Prophet Efsias, and faid, Underf anaeft
show: what theu resfeff ¢ And there are Three Thines
he is here roacquaint himfelf withal, @iz, The Gra.
matical, the Logical and the Theolog':2! Nicaning ; i.¢.
The krowing of the Import of the Waords, the Scnie
of the Axiom, and the theological Truth contained
init. For which purpole, refpetting the rao former,
it is requifite that he be skilled in Grammar ; efpecially
the oniginal Langrages, in which the Scriprures were
dittated by theSpirit of God, and the Idioms sand
Ceiticifms of them : In Rberorick; fince God hath
fpokento us aftcrour manner, and hath therefore
mace ufe of the vulgar Tropes and Figures, in ex-
prefling his Mind unto us : And Legick, for the ana-
lyfing of the Text, and finding out the Method of
it, and the Arguments contained in it. Let kim
thercfore keep vp the Study of thcff in convenicnt
Scafons. And I wourld commend to him, the reading
Daily of a Chapter in the Original, and confulting
Criticks on the Werds that are obicure, and acare-
ful eying of the general Scope of the Text, and
what Head of Argumentseach particslar does be-
ragwnts. Ia rtfp‘:‘(‘; of ri [nﬂ; He v} CMTRYE

SorinLre
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Study ﬂf Diwinfr]l s

Scripture with Scriptore; reduce thofe which are
more hard to thofe which aremore plain, and Alles
groricalSeriprures to fuch as are more intelligible ;and
in all Allegories thake Aliowances, {o 2s not to firein
every Circumftancein the Similitude ; Lut to bring all
to the Analogy of Fairh, Rom. 13. 6. For which end,

V. Let him reduce the feveral Scriprures in his
more fer Reading (for it cannot be well done in 2
a more curfory Reacing, which yer 1s not without
it"s Profit) to their proper Head in Diviniry. For
tho' all Theological Truths be contained in the
Word of God, yet they are not there digeftedinto o
Methodical Syfiem, but it 1s to be gathered from thence :
And there is & Form of wholcjome Words to Le well une
derftond and Jaid in the Foundation, unto which all
the Word of God 1s accordingly to be referred ; either
as the Principle it {elf, or a Deduétion from ir, er
an Explication ofit, oran Evidence given to demon-
flrate it, or an Exemplification of it.

VI. Hence Jet his firflt Care be, to be well grcun-
ded in Sifematical or Common Place Divinity, gl' this
a8 Foundartinn is laid, for a fafe and more profitable
Proceeding ta other Theological Studics : herety he
will have a Rule Lefore him, to meafure all other
Thinesty : And for that cnd, let him read the moff
epproved Syflems and Commann-Places, and ger them
wcll digefted ; for till keis {oundly principled in the
fundamentals of Theslogy, heis readily expos'd ta
be led about by cvery Wind of Doltrine, and baffied
with the canning Sophifms of Impoftors, againit
wihich this will be a Defence.

VIT, Lethim then pmtccd to Cn’_{?u:ﬂ:caf Diviuity s
whichis for the & pplication of the Lodllrines unro
“ prafl.cal



/1 Direflions for the

. Heads, fince the Ead ~f Knwledze is Exprasy, John
33.:7. And agood $4'l in this, is rceeflary o
make an able Min.ter of th2 New.Tcflament ;” who
muft exzelt to have to do wi:h Men's Confcicnces,
and have many a d:fficulr and kazerdous Cafe bro't
‘tc him for Refolution : but by this Mans he will he
advantaged, to prattiie accrd'ng 10 his Knowledge,
and preach inhis Lif:; and be ir a readinefs to help
others in their way, and thro’ their Difficulties.

VIII. Now let him PI‘DCEE‘:d vn Polemical Df'm'm'g', or
Cemtreverfial ; that he may underfland what are thofe
Doltrines, that ftand in Oppnfition to the Truth,
and how to refure them ; elfe he is not fornithed for
his Work: Tit. 1.9. He.d'ng faft the faiibful ¥ord, as
be hath beenw taughs, tha: be may be abl: by found Doffe
rime, bu:l to exbirt amd to tomv.mce the Galnfuyers, And
this muft be, by reducing all to the proper Heads in
Divinity, o which they dorefer ; and difcovering
the Oppofirion and Falacy : For,

Qu'ous Argumenmsis Veriras aflruicar, iijdere Falfitas

defiruitur.

IX. In all ¢his, it is requifire, that he read Aurhors,
whom God hath raifed vp in their Times, and ena-
bled them, Ly thafe Writings, which they havc com.
menaed to the World, to be helpful to thofe that
come after them. And for his greater Safery & berter
Succels in Reading, let me offer him rhefe few Rules,

Y. Let him rcad end ftudy the moft approved
Authors in cach kind, where there is leaft Danger of
beir.g fedvced, and greateft Advantage of being fea-
foned with the Troth : for which let him take Ad.
vice of thofe that be experienced, Jealt he fpend his
dime unprofiiably.

| 2 Let



Study of Diwinity. [

» o, Let him wot piw his Fa'rh upom the Credit op
Aoty of ey Auther 3 but account all, befides the
Writers of the Holy Scriptures, fallible. ~ The Judg-
ment o an able Divine, may put him upon Inquiry,
but muft not fet him down : he muil fee the Ground
of sll, and not jurare in worba magifiri ; elfe he will
not be fit to convince others § for fuch Authorities
are no Demonitrations.

5. Let him colle® an Account of the moft noted
Errors and Herefies, both Ancient snd Modern, that
have peftered the Church of Chrift. Thus will he
be berter able to difcover them in his reading, and
cicape being infetted with them at unzwares, and

made more curious and cautious i geading thofe
Authors where he finds them.

& In Ruifng qf kis own Bookf, let him with Pen
or Pencil, put fignificant Netes of obfervable Paflages
in the Margin, viz. .

(1.) Notable Theorems. (2) Weighty Argue
ments or Reafons for the Proof of them. (3.) Par-
ticalar Cafes that are handled. (4.) Errrneous
Dottrines or Affertions. (s5.) Remarkable Inftances
or Examples in Providences referring to the Truths
of God's Word. And it will be proficable tn have
3 feversl Mk, whereby cach of theie may be diftine
guithed. - .

¢. Let him afrer fome eonfiderable Reading, take
Time todicelt it in his Mediterion, Not that he
muft think to carry all his Reading in his Memory ;
but to endeavour, that he may not lofe the Suba
ftance of what he has resd, till he has well informed
kis Underftanding about it : clfe it will beTume fpent
in reading unprofitably. o o %



6 Di rellions for the

X. Let him allow fome Time, for the Stody of
Nitural Pl ivfophy and Hiftory, efpecialy Ecclefizftical.
Thefe have no lirtle Utility in them for a Divine ;
znd among other Advantages, they will be very
ferviceable to help him in the underftanding of ma-
ny Scripreres, which elfe he will be at a Jofs 2bou.

XI. Let him provide himfelf, with a large Com-
mon-Place Book., And that he may improve it to the
beft Advantage, take rkefe Rules,

1. Let him write on the Head of the Page me-
thodically, the feveral Subjeéts of Divinity, to which
he may refer his reading.

2, Let him briefly note the Book and Page, where
Le may find that Subjett particularly handled, either
Do&unzily, Cafuiltically or Polemically, in any Book
which he hath in his Library. |

3. Let him write at larpe any remarkable Pafl
feges, with the Book and Page.

4. Let him give a fhort Glance a* any Errors, and
where he may have them confuted. :

XII. Let him fometimes exercife himfelf in fome
particular Common-Place in Divinity ; chuiling an
Head that may be moft proftable.

And here,
1. To pitch upon forne Texr of Scripture, which
moit clearly contains it.

2, Toclear up that Scriprure, and the Senfe of
i, andaccordingly to Grouad his Zwcevex upon %f-
' ’ T R 2. 40
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s. To open the Temmr in it, and elucidate the
meaning of the Axiem, and give what necdful Difs
ez ens may ferve todetermine the clear meaning
of it.

4. To confirm ir, by Scripture.Argumens: and Teflie
IMORLCS.

§. To anfwer the ObjeQinns, and refute the Er-
rors chat have rulitated ageinit it.

6. To draw the genuine Iaferences from it, whereby

H: may be confirmed in other Truths which are
confirmed by ir.

XIIY. Let him take Opportunities to eonfer with
Others, elpecially orthodox and able Minifters, about
thofe Points that are dark and difficulr, for his far-
ther Information ; remembring what is faid, Hof.
6. 5. Then fball we know if we follow om te know the Lord :
his going forth is preporved &s she morning ; and ke fnsll
come wnta us &s sikc Rain 3 ac the laster and former Rass
unte the Earth, )




