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LECTURE VII.

DIVINE AUTHORITY™)F CHRISTIANITY.
. .
-‘MIRACLES.
‘Mark ii. 10—12.

But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath

- power on earth to . forgive sins, (he saith to the
sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and
take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.
And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and
went forth before them all; insomuch that they
were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, we
never saw it on this fashion. ’

Tne arguments in our former Lectures have
been directed to prove the authenticity and
credibility of the books of the New Testament.
In order to ascertain these points, we have ex-
amined them by the strictest rules of historical
testimony and we have found them to be esta-
blished by far stronger proofs than men uni-

formly consider as satisfactory on similar sub-
jects.
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During this enquiry we have deferred the
consideration of the divine authority of the re-
ligion of which they treat.

It is now, however, the time to enter upon
this topic. We open the sacred books with the
fullest confidence and repose of mind, as having
been really written by the persons whose names
they bear, and as entitled beyond all other
writings, to credit, upon the ground of veracity
and trust-worthiness.

On reading them with attention, we learn
that their chief design is to communicate a re-
velation from Almighty God to man. This is .
their main scope, to which all other matters
are subordinate. Such being the case, we
proceed to examine, with seriousness and hu-
mility of mind, the marks and evidences by
which we are assured that they really contain a
revelation of the divine will. )

These credentials we soon discover, were, in
" the first instance, the miracles which our Lord
performed, the prophecies which were accom-
plished in him, the nature of his doctrine, the
holiness of his character, and the beneficial
effects produced in the hearts and lives of those
who received his message. '

- These credentials remain in substance the
same in every age. They have, however, been
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enlarged by the lapse of time. To the miracles
of our Lord are now added those of the Apos-
tles. And to the prophecies accomplished in
. himself, all the series of predictions which have
been since fulfilled, and are now fulfilling, in
the world.. We also adjoin the proofs arising
from the propagation of the gospel, and the ob-
vious benefits ‘it has conferred on mankind,
These topics will form the subject’ of the pre-
sent and the four succeeding Lectures.!

Our Lord’s doctrine and character, as well as
the divine -effects of his religion, will form
branches of the internal evidences to be consi-
dered in a further division of our Course.?

- Thus we are coming to the grounds of a
divine faith, fixed on a divine testimony. The
authenticity and credibility of our books place
them on the footing of other undoubted his-
tories ; ‘the supernatural credentials will give
to the subject matter of them a divine au-
thority. ST :

We begin with the MIRACLES of our Lord
and his Apostles. .- .

And here three questions may be proposed :
Did the wonderful actions ascribed to Christ
and the Apostles really take place ? Were these
actions undoubtedly miraculous ? Was there

1 Lect. viij—xi, *= .- 2 Lect. xiv.—xviii,
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such a connexion between them and the reli-
gion they attest, as to prove that that religion
was from God ? ' :

If these questions are satisfactorily answered,
we shall have demonstrated all that the case
requires; for we shall have shown that THE
FACTS WERE DONE—that THE FACTS WERE
MIRACULOUS—that THE FACTS PROVE THE
TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

Let me beg the attention of every candid
and sincere hearer, (for I address no other,)
whilst I detail the proofs of these points, though
they will necessarily throw us back on the last
lecture. Some repetition on so great a topic,
if unavoidable, is a small evil.

I. To ask whether the wonderful actions as-
cribed to our Saviour and his apostles rREALLY
TOOK PLACE, is to move again the question
which we have already settled. For it is in
a good measure the same thing as to ask,
Whether the credibility - of the gospel his-
tory includes the credibility of the works
which are the most prominent part of it, and
on which the whole rests. If the history be
not true as to these, it is not true at all. The
wonderful deeds are not subordinate and insu-
lated parts of the account, mere appendages ;
but the main features. The trust-worthiness of
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the historians is pledgedto the particular events
which we eall miracles, as the foundation of
the entire narrative. The question then with
regard to them is of the ‘last moment. To
proceed in the clearest manner, let us first se-
parate the wonderful actions from their causes,
and view them simply as masters of history.
. Take any miracles you please. For instance,
at the marriage feast in Cana, our Lord is
represented as having turned water into wine,
At the same place he ‘healed the son of a no-
bleman who was sick at Capernaum. On an-
other occasion, when watched by the Phari-
sees, he ordered the man who had g withered
hand, to stretch it forth and it became whole as
the other. Again, he restored sight to blind
Bartimeus ; and he raised Lazarus, and the only
son of a widowed mother at Nain, to life.
Now in each of these and the like examples
of our Lord’s wonderful works, there are two
distinct and palpable facts, which were sub-
mitted to the observation of all the people,
and of which they were competent judges.
The water-pots of stone were filled with water—
when the servants presented the same to the
governor of the feast, it was wine. The noble-
‘man left his son at Capernaum dying—he re-
ceived on his return from our Lord, the certain
tidings of his recovery. The man haq indis-
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putably a withered hand—it was afterwards
whole as the other. Bartimeus was blind—his
sight was restored. Lazarus and the youth at
Nain were dead; the one had been interred,
the other was carried out on the bier as our
Lord met him—both lived again.

So of all the other works which were per-
formed by our Lord and his apostles, and
which we consider to be miracles. At the
least, certain plain, intelligible facts took place,
which no one can dispute. All who were pre-
sent witnessed and knew the previous state of
the sufferers—the same persons witnessed and
knew their subsequent altered condition. Whe-
ther a miracle was performéd in each case, is
another question. We are now concerned with
the previous enquiry. Did certain facts occur ?
Does the testimony to the facts of the state
previous to the interference of our Lord and
his apostles, and to the facts of the state sub-
sequent to it—does this testimony deserve
belief? Were the events themselves such as
are recorded ?

These remarks may be applied to the
greatest of all miracles—the resurrection of
our Lord. It resolves itself likewise into two
facts. Did the apostles see and know the
death and burial of their Master? This is one
fact. Did they see and know the same Jesus
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their Master alive again—did they converse
with him. for fortydays—and behold him as-
cending into heaveri?* Thys the whole question
of -the: truth of ‘the gospel ‘miracles falls back
on:the credibility.: ‘A few remarks will show
that that-credibility émbraces them, and that
they are indissolubly connected with the general
credit due to the evangelical history,

- 1.- For all that we stated, in our last’ lectire,
as to the number-‘and! character of the wit-
nesses to our Lord’s ‘history, as to' their sim-
plicity, uprightness; disinterestedness and purity
of life, not only - applies, ‘but applies chiefly,
and in. the first place; to these very actions.
It was not to doctrines, but to these specific
facts occurring under their own eyes, and sub-
mitted to their. OWn -examination, that they
bear their testimony. It was for asserting
especially the resurrection of their Master, the
most astonishing of ‘al] the events in the evan-
gelical history, that they endured suffering, re-
proach, persecution, death. By only not bear-
ing testimony to this anq the preceding mira-
cles of their Lord, they might have avoided all
suffering and reproach, and have lived in quiet,
as we observed in the last lecture ; nay, by de-
tecting an imposture, if ‘there had been any,
they might have risen 'to.r'eputation, honour,
reward: . And yet these twelve plain, honest
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men, the purity of whose lives no one can im-
peach; persisted to the last in a firm, consis-
tent, unshaken testimony to .this. mirdeulous |
history. Not only so, they go about and preach
these specific facts, and the doctrines springing
out of them, and live a self-denying, beneficent,
holy life; and thus living and bearing witness,
they bring upon themselves gratuitously, and
with a full knowledge of. the consequences,
enmity, hatred, peril, and death. . Such a tes-
timony never can be disputed or disbelieved,
except on principles which would ‘destroy: the
validity of all testimony, and end in anni-
hilating human intercourse. That ‘such men
should invent things entirely false, should then
give them out as true, at the!peril of life ; and
should suffer themselves to. be put to death,
all of them, for attesting that. they had seen
" with their eyes what they did not see, is. con-
tradictory to all the known principles of human
pature.  This-is the first point, the number
- and character.of our witnesses prove that, as
they are credible in their narrative generally,
so they are most of all credible in, what is the
main part of it, the extraordinary actions per-
formed. : e
2. Again : what did the converts of the first
century believe, and what did they  attest to
those of the second, but the facts-of the gospel
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miracles, of the . resurrection of thejr Lord
especially, and of. the gifts of the Holy Ghost,
on which Christianity. rested its claims?- .
Their giving credit to a narrative founded on
these wonderful . operations, included, in the
very first ‘place,: a- belief in the account of
those operations. ' If the works had not been
performed, what woulg have availed all the
fragments of the story? If Christ had not
really wrought his miraculous works, really
risen, really. ascended. into heaven, and by
many infallible proofs’ assured his disciples of
his divine mission ; if he had not really .poured
out the gifts of, the Holy Ghost according to
his promise, Christians would have had no-
thing to believe in; the whole of Christianity
would have been 3 lje. But these facts were
universally admitted as true by the contempora-
ries of the apostles. - They rest not only on their
testimony, as immediate witnesses, but on the
suffrage of the.whole Jewish nation, to. whom
they appealed. This Is a most Important cir-
cumstance in considering-the truth of the extra-
ordinary works recorded in the gospel narrative,
For the credibility of contemporary history, be it
remarked, when uncontradicted, springsnot only
from the personal qualities of those who write,
but also from the suffrage of all their country-
men, friends and enemies, to whom the writings
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-are submitted. Ip reading the evangelical his-
tory, it is the nation, it is the whole age whom
we hear. If the works said to be miraculous
had not taken Place, the cry of indignation
raised in all the places where the false ac-
counts came, would have resounded . with g
tremendous echo to posterity, and have left us
in the present age no Christian religion to
discuss. IR
3. Lobserve further, that monuments were set
© Up in memory of the wonderful facts recorded
in the scriptures at the time when they took
Place, and have continued ever since. This is
one of the marks laid down with such acuteness
by Leslie.* We have already noticed that the
institutions appointed by our Christian books,
and still subsisting, prove their credibility ge-
nerally ; but we now apply the observation to ,
the miraculous part of the history. For the
mighty works of our Lord, his resurrection,
his ascension, the gifts of the Holy Ghost,
the miraculous powers of the apostles, were
accompanied with the propagation of a new re-
ligion, with the promulgation of divine laws ;
with all the institutions of a peculiar religious
society, called the Christian church; with the
celebration therein of the sacrament of bap-

3 Frayssinous’ Defense du Christianisme, 1. 506,
4 Short and Easy Method with the Deists.
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tism, as a direct dedication of all its members
to their Lord and Saviour; and of the sacred
eucharist in commemoration of his death and
passion ; together with - the solemn observance
of the first day .in'-every week to record and
signalise; his-resurrection from the dead—in g
word, with all the ;associations and usages
which' mark - Christian .nations. These mo-
numents were set up at the time when the
wonderful works were done, and as memorials
of them. They owed.their origin to them, and
to them alone. ; Every individual in every age
of the Christian church has known, and - knows,
that he was baptized into the name of Jesus
Christ, as having established his divine mission
by a series of wonderful operations ; and that he
celebrates - the - Lord’s Supper in remembrance
of his death,"and’iobsenves as sacred the first
day of the. wegk,:in: express commemoration of
his resurrection:: - f..v = .-, BT
Now it was.utterly. impossible for. an im-
postor to'have invented the extraordinary facts -
of the New Testament,, and then have written °
an account of them;and.imposed it on the de-
scendants of the first Christians : because such
impostor must notonly: have invented the won-
derful facts, ‘and -forged .the books recording
them, but must have contrived also the public .
actions and monuments connected with thege
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facts; and, must further have persuaded the
people that they and their fathers had always
believed them, and observed the usages from
the time of Christ to their own; when every
man, woman, and child would have risen up to
contradict him. -

A man mlght as well pretend any day now,
to produce an account of wonderful adventures
achieved by some ancient saint or hero a thou-
sand years ago, by Bede for example, or
Alfred, and in confirmation of this, endeavour
to persuade the Christian world that they had
all along, from that time to this, been baptized
in his name, and in belief of such wonderful
works.—Is it possible that such a fraud could
succeed ? :

Or he might with as much prospect of suc-
cess, attempt at this day to invent a book .of
statutes or acts of parliament for England, and
make them pass upon the nation as the old
established laws of the country founded on
Magna Charta, which they and their fathers
had always received and bheen governed by,
when not a creature had ever heard of them.
The case refutes itself. In fact, there never
was a book of forged laws palmed upon any
people. since the world began. So certainly
do the public actions, usages, and habits of the
Christian church, from the time of Christ and

VOL. I. Q
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his apostles, prove the credibility of the won-
derful facts from-which they took their rise.
The pretence to these facts, if they had not
been true, would have»‘extinguished Chris-
tiahity in its birth. - . :

4. But let the account itself of each of the
supernatural actions, as recorded in our books,
be ¢xamined;, with all the attendant circum-
stances, and the credibility of them will appear.
Take the New Testament into-your hands and
read it. Observe the inimitable simplicity and
truth of the respective narratives. Notice
how indissolubly they are connected and jn-
terwoven with the whole history. See how
naturally they arise out of the preéeding
éircumstances, and join on upon those which
follow. Observe: the impression which the ex-
traordinary events made, the surprise and as-
tonishment of" the -attendant multitudes, and
their direct ascription of them to‘divine power.?
Mark how essential they are to the consistency
of the whole story. - You discover no art, no
patch-work, no second thoughts. The time,
the persons, the events before and after, the
consequences, the ‘objections raised, all the
most minute details, "are so exquisitely given,
that the veracity of the whole shines out con-

5 See some striking thoughts in Mr. Penrose’s late work
on the IMPRESSION made by our Lord’s miracles,

N e & amie
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spicuously at every turn. They cannot - be
forgeries. . Things which might tend to lessen
the greatness of the facts, especially the as-
cription of them by our Lord’s enemies to evil
spirits, are faithfully narrated. The inability
of the disciples to cast out an unclean spirit is
noted. The peculiar dignity and reserve, and
what I may call the propriety of our Saviour’s
conduct, his authoritative and yet simple and
unaffected manner of doing his mighty works,
are beyond imitation. There is no colouring,
no amplification, no study of effect, no eager-
ness to strike wonder, no anxiety to be be-
lieved. The evangelists write as those who
give a faithful narrative of a wonderful, but
real course of action. Nor is it a slight corro-
boration of all these arguments, that the unde-
signed coincidences so admirably adduced by
critics in proof.of the general credibility of the
gospel narrative, fall as frequently upon the
miracles as on any other events.’

The wonderful deeds then of the New Tes-
tament really occurred. To resist such accu-
mulated evidence, borne by such witnesses,.
attested by all their contemporaries, admitted
by their bitterest foes, corroborated by exist-
ing monuments and public usages, and strength-

6 Sce Mr. Blunt’s Veracity: where the remark _is‘ first
made, and illustrated with admirablé judgment.

Q 2



228 OBJECTIONS [Lper, vy,

cned by all the marks of truth in the accounts
themselves-—I,say, to resist such evidence, not
to speculative opinions, but to distinct matters
of fact, is'to overthrow the very foundations of
truth, and to mnvolve men in one bewildei‘ing

maze of scepticism and absurdity,

And yet this is_coolly attempted by modern
infidels, not by going into an examination of
our arguments, - or by producing counter-
evidence; byt by general Insinuations against
the fallibility of human testimony, by assert-
ing that miracles are contradictory to expe-
rience, and by alleging that the proof of remote
history s weakened and extinguished by the
lapse of time. ' ' :

But what has the general fallibility of himap
testimony to do with the strong, unshakep evi-
dence of upright men to Specific events which

fell under their own . notice ? For we are now

only considering miracles ag to the facts on
which they,,rest.-__ What the cause of them
might be, that is, whether they are properly
_miraculous Or.not,: we .do not . now enquire
we adduce testimony to the naked facts. Were
the Wwater-pots. filled with water? ' Did it pe-
come wine? Here are two facts. Was La-
zarus dead ? Did Lazar_us live again after four

days? Wag Bartimeus blind?  Diq pe receive

3

e
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~his sight? Was our Lord ecrucified ? Did he
live again on the third day? These are the
questions. ’

Now what can general insinuations against
human testimony avail in a cage like that be-
fore us, when every caution has been takep
against this very fallibility, and the evidence of
twelve unimpeached beholders, with the suf-
frages of a whole nation, excludes all possi-
bility of mistake? As well might we enter a
court of justice, and, when a jury of twelve
men upon their oath, under the direction of 3
learned and impartial judge, have brought ina,
verdict, upon the testimony of numerous cre-
dible witnesses to a specific fact—whisper the
fallibility of human testimony.

It is further objected, that these wonderful
works are contrary to experience? To what
experience? To that of the objector merely ?
Then he will shut out all facts of which he
is not himself the eye-witness; and the Indian
who should refuse to believe on any testimony
the fact of water being frozen, would be in
the right. But does the objector mean the
experience of others? Then he must come to
testimony. Thus his objection does not apply.
Opposite experience is not necessarily contra-
dictory. In order to oppose experience to
miraculous facts, the objector should contrast
the testimony of those who professed to have
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seen miracles, and considered them divine:; to
the testimony:of those who, under similar cir.
cumstances, saw the same actions, and consi-
dered them not. divine, but mere Impostures.”
Again, it is urged, that the transmission of re-
mote. facts is weakened till it becomes extinct.
But we are not speaking of a loose, undefined
transmission by oral testimony. We are speak-
ing of written testimony, and where a series of
- Separate and credible witnesses, in each age from
the present,:may be’ traced up, step by step,
till we come to:the apostolic. In this view,
the Christian church is a society which never
passes away, nor leaves a void in the trans-
mission- of testimony. The generations of it
change only gradually and imperceptibly. The
new age of Christians has been baptized into
the faith of;-the, great and striking facts of
Christianity, ‘and- received the distinct - testi-
mony of them, long before the old age has
passed off. | Twenty or thirty individuals join-
ing h'ands,-,; as it:were, across the lines . which
divide the:cent_uriés,, form an unbroken chain
from the apostlés’ time to our own, .- The sue-
cessive generations of witnesses imperceptibly
passing away in. the Christian society, are only
like the successive. changes in the matter. of
the same human frame, which possesses always
T Seea ﬁ'xié"r"e'ri{érkitb {His‘purport in Bishop Van Mildert’s
Lect: on Infidelity in loc, -
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one unchanged essence and form,z;though ‘the
particles which compose it are partly dissi-
pated every moment, and renewed by thase
which take their place. A man is the same
man, whatever imperceptible changes take place
in the substance of his body, because his con-
sciousness, his mind, his identity remains.
Thus the Christian society continues still the
same depositary of truth. Consciousness is
diffused, as.it were, throughout the commu-
nity. The passage from one generation of
Christians to another. is imperceptible. The
society is always the same body, preserving
the memory of certain events, and celebrating
actions in commemoration of them. The church
in her first and in her eighteenth century, only
differs as a man at seventy years of age differs
from what he was at twenty. His conscious-
ness, his memory of certain prominent facts,
and his testimony to them continue as fresh
and decisive as ever.® , .

, - So utterly futile are the objections against
the history of the gospel—objections, however,
which being sown in the fertile soil of fallen
nature, and favouring the pride and sensuality
of the heart, require continually to be exposed.
Let it be remembered, then, that if men
attempt to shake our belief in the testimony to
the miraculous facts of the gospel, they resist

8 Frayssinous.
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the common sentiments and most approved’
practice of mankind ; nay; the very sentiments
and practice by Whlch they themselves are go-
verned in similar cases.. In short, all historical
truth, -all philosephy, all - jurisprudence, all
society, depends on the evidence borne by ere-
dible witnesses. - -A reliance on well-authenti-
cated and Well-cxrcumStanced testimony is as
much a law of our moral nature, as the belief
of the ordinary laws by which the universe is
governed, is of our understanding.? S

- But’ we proceed in- the next place, to
consider s -
II. WHETHER THESEFACTS WERE, PROPERLY
 SPEAKING, MIRACULOUS.

That the facts took place is proved: it is ad-
mitted also that- -they were extraordinary. A
few considerations will- show that they were in
. the strictest sense miracles.

For what is a miracle? Is it not such an
operation as suspends some of those laws of
nature, on the general constancy of which the
order and preservation of the whole universe
rest? These laws God alone, as the author of
nature, fixed: and these laws God alone, as
the governor and preserver of nature, can alter
or suspend. A miracle supposes an established
and generally unaltered  course of things.

9 Franks’s Hulsean Lectures.
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Effects that are produced in the regular order
of that course we call natural, and those which
clearly and palpably depart from that order we
call miraculous. Both are equally easy to
God; and equally incomprehensible, in the
mode of them, to us.. That grains of ‘corn sown
in the earth should turn into abundant harvests
which nourish whole nations, is an astonishing
act of that goodness which continually supplies
our wants. But it is constantly exerted, and
therefore creates little surprise. It is common.
That five barley loaves and a few small fishes
should be multiplied instantaneously -so- as
to feed five thousand men, and that twelve
baskets of fragments should be collected from
them, is an astonishing act effected by divine

goodness, communicating a revelation to man-
kind. But it is rare and unexpected. It
therefore strikes us with admiration. ™ It ex-
cites enquiry into the cause of the extraordi-
nary occurrence. The usual acts of God’s
power prove his being and providence; :the
unusual and miraculous prove the divine com-
mission of the person at whose word they are
performed. - The extraordinary phenomena
which we call miracles, are fitted, therefore,
from their infrequency, to awaken the attention
of mankind ; and at the same time they afford,
by their evident connexion with supernatural
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agency, the best conceivable proof of an im-
mediate indication of the divine will.

1. The facts then -of the gospel were plain
and palpable miracles—such suspensions of the
order of nature as men’s outward senses, -their
eyes and ears, might judge of. They were not
facts of the nature of which any doubt could
be entertained whether they were in the ordi-
nary course of things or not; but,plainly con-
trary to that course.. Such as raising a body
that had been dead four days; restoring instant
and perfect sight to the blind; healing by a
word: or at a distance all the diseases incident
to our nature ; casting out unclean spirits ; walk-
_ ing on the sea; calming in a moment the raging
of a storm. .These works were evidently mi-
racles—suspensions of .the laws of nature—
bold, sensible, and level to every man’s com-
prehension. . e

2. They were: done by Christ and his apos-
tles professedly 'as. divine acts, and were ac-
companied with. that open and undlsgulsed
publicity which would have led to their detec-
tion had they :been impositions. They were
performed in the face of .the world, or before a
sufficient number of competent and intelligent
witnesses.. :They were not fabricated among a
few interested persons in a corner. They were
done openly in"the midst of the assembled
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multitudes, and before the most bitter adver-
saries. The man born blind, Lazarus, the
paralytic, were seen by their families and neigh-
bours and all the Jews. The few loaves and
fishes were multiplied publicly, and partaken
of by five thousand men. The entire Jewish
pation, assembled at the feast of Pentecost,
heard the apostles address them in new tongues.
These things were done at noon-day, and were
subjected to the examination of every beholder.
Lest, however, it should be said that a crowd:
are had judges of a miraculous work, others
were performed before individual, competent
witnesses, and then submitted to the ‘public
eye. Peter and James and John, and the father
and the mother of the damsel (the persons best
able to discern the truth of the restoration.to
life) were present at the raising of Jairus’
daughter: whilst all the people weeping and
wailing at her death, and the scoffers who de-
rided our Lord’s attempt to restore her, were so
many witnesses of the truth of the -miracle,
and, had there been any imposition, would
have been so many accusers of the fraud. The
circumstances of the damsel’s- walking, and
being capable of receiving her ordinary food,
are further proofs of the perfection of the work
and its miraculous character. :

3. Then the first Christian miracles were
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wrought, not before a-heathen nation, but be-
fore the Jewish, accustomed to judge of mira-
cles and to weigh the evidence arising from
them. At that very-time' they were expecting
their Messiah, -and therefore prepared to ex-
amine with care and jealousy the truth of the
wonderful works;.and were excited to bitter
hostility against our Lord when they heard his
doctrine; and :scrutinized his miracles with
eager desire to detect a fraud. Yet this people
‘admit the miracles of Christ to be notable and
decisive ; they ascribe them to a divine power;
.the impression made upon their minds, contrary
to their wishes and prejudices, is evidently

that which -undeniable -miracles could alone .

produce; their very endeavours to oppose and
resist them, or to explain away the just infe-
rences from them, proclaim aloud the truth of
the supernatural operations.

4. Further, our-Lord’s mighty deeds include
such numerous and various suspensions of the
course of nature as, under the circumstances,
constitute the most decisive proof of miraculous
agency. It was not one or two or three pro-
fessed miracles, with many failures and a long
interval of time between:each, which were per-
formed, but a great number, without a single
failure, during the whole of our Lord’s mi-
nistry. His life'was a life of miracles. He
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went about doing good in the exertion of an
abiding and unfailing miraculous power. . More
than fifty express instances are recorded—
whilst whole masses of them are registered in
such words as these, And Jesus went about all
Galilee healing all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease among the people; and his Jame
went throughout all Syria, and they. brought unto
him all the sick people that were taken with divers
diseases and torments, and those which were pos-
sessed with devils, and those which were. lunatic,
and those that had the palsy, and he healed them.
And at the close of his history St. John adds,
And many other signs truly did Jesus in the pre-
sence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. _. :
Again, these miracles of our Lord were. of
every sort; some less grand and stupendous,
others more imposing. At one time he feeds
an assembled multitude, at another he heals the
trembling woman that came behind him and
touched the hem of his garment. His power
was universal. At Jerusalem, in several parts
of Judea and Galilee, in streets and villages,
in synagogues, in private houses, in the streets,
in highways, in different manners, and on
every kind of occasion, did he perform his
mighty works. Some with preparation and
a.solemn prediction of what he was about
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to do, as in the case of Lazarus, and the
daughter of Jairus; others' without prepara-
tion and by. accidént, as we speak, as the
widow’s son at -Nain.®. Some when attended
by the multitudes, others when alone with the
patient. Most of these works were performed
at the earnest entreaty of a father, a mother, a
master of a family on behalf of persons whom
they loved; so that our Lord did not choose
the subjects of his miracles, but displayed his
power in cases where -the attention would be
most awakened, and the reality of the cures
best ascertained.:: By this variety every at-
tempt at explaining away the accounts is pre-
cluded. If some might overwhelm the senses
of the beholders, as the transfiguration and the
ascenéion; others were submitted to the most -
sober, deliberate contemplation—as the calming
of the sea, the turning .water into wine, the
feeding ‘the five. thousand. No fortuitous cir-
cumstances, no exaggeration, can solve the phe-
nomena of miracles varied in every possible
form, and which never.in a single instance failed
of their end. At e

10 In the one specxes of 1.mra‘cle, the ralsmg from the dead
mark the gradations—the daughter of Jairus was just dead
and lay like one asleep—the widow’s son had been dead

some little time and was being carried to the tomb—Lazarus
had been dead four days, and corruption had taken place.
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5. Consider, further, the miracles of. which
our Lord was the squect, as well as those
which he himself performed.® He was con-
ceived and born by a direct, miraculous power.
Three times during his life did a voice from
heaven proclaim him to be the Son of God.
At his death the rending of the vail, the earth-
quake, the supernatural darkness, the opened
graves, were divine attestations. The greatest
of all miracles was his own resurrection from
the dead. I say nothing of his divine know-
ledge of the hearts and thoughts of men;
I omit the miraculous fast of. forty -days; I
pass by various other demonstrations of super-
human operations. 1 confine myself to the
remark that the distinet miracles I have men-
tioned, of which our Saviour was the subject,
are calculated to strengthen our expectation of
a truly supernatural character in his own mighty
works. - : Py
- 6. Then the wonderful works of Christ -pro-
duced such permanent effects on those -who
were the subjects of them,. as. to prove: their
supernatural character.. They were most of
them performed, indeed, instantaneously ; but
the effects remained, and were submitted. to
every one’s observation. When Lazarus was

1 This is one of the fine thodghts with which Franks’s
Lectures abound.
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raised, he did not merely move and speak and
die again, or come forth out of the grave and
vanish away. He returned to his family, and
was visited by the.Jews from motives of cu-
riosity or-malevolence. A momentary . effect
may be called in question ; the solid and lasting
consequences of a cure, in the abiding health
of the individual, attest the finger of God.

7. Lastly, the miracles of the New Testa-
ment were done for a high and holy end, an
end worthy:of the Almighty Creator, which
renders ‘a :suspension of the ordinary course:of
nature highly credible. They were not wasted
on any trivial occasion. . They were not super-
fluous or undefined.in their purpose. The wise
and benevolent end was to ascertain the truth
of a declaration of God’s will; to mark out the
Saviour of mankind fromall pretenders; to give
his accountable :creatures a due assurance.of
a divine revelation—such an end is unques-
tionably  neither ;inconsistent . with the .divine
wisdom, nor; unbecoming the divine goodness.
So far as we can_judge, some such interference
was absolutely necessary, as an attestation to a
religion sent from God. The extraordinary
acts were precisely suitable to the extraordinary
occasion which called forthem. And to those
who admit the being and perfections of the
Moral Governor- of the universe, (and those
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only I address,) it must appear in the highest

degree probable that miraculous works would

attend the declaration of his will. 'With such

positive evidence before us, - then, the case is

undoubted—the wonderful actions of the gospel'

history were directly and palpably miraculous.
‘But this leads us to notice

ITI. That there was such a cONNEXION BE-
TWEEN THESE MIRACLES AND THE RELIGION
THEY ARE SAID TO ATTEST, as to prove satis-
factorily that that religion was from God. -

1. For our Saviour and the apostles con-
stantly appealed to their mighty works in proof
of their mission. = When John Baptist sent his
disciples to our Lord to enquire whether he
were the Messiah, he bid them return and tell
John what . miracles they had witnessed, and
what doctrine they had heard. A previous
notice of many of his miracles was given, the
character of an ambassador from God assumed,
and then a series of mighty works performed
in proof of the truth of his mission: . To trace
out the manner of this proof, ‘to follow our
Lord’s various arguments, to. study. the cre-
dentials of the gospel in the gospel itself," to -
read the Christian evidences as Jesus himself
stated them, will give the most entire satisfac-
tion to the candid mind.. The progress.of the

VOL. I. R
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proof—tlie* Wise “afid * forible ‘manmier -of ‘our
Saviour's " ‘arranigement’of it—the majesty, ‘the
compassmn the truth of his appeals carry ‘their
6wn " convictich with * thém, Every ‘tinié ‘thit
We'téad - the’ gospe] Rve ‘are ‘more " struck’ Wlth
the ﬂxatchless ‘charictér ‘of veracity ‘appearing
in the proofs which' 'He 'adduced- of ‘his ‘inis-
sion. At first he made scarcely any remarks
on his"miracles; he “performed ‘them, and let
thenr speakfor thérselves. Towirds the closs
of his ilinistry, 4gain; he ‘wrought but few mighty
works; 'bécause: 6f the “unbeliéf-of ‘the’ ‘pedple:
But bEtwesh-thése périods,‘the interniixture of
'arglinfe‘nfs ‘and’ ‘mirdelés, - of ‘appéals fo ‘tHe
lieart ahd: ‘Bisp]astof’dlvme power, forin afi
irresistible evideRts to eveéry “attentive’ mmd
that his deGttinie Wys divide.? :
2. M3téoverthemiracles of 61t Lord had Béen
predlcted ‘as’ the’eXpréss evidence’ ‘of 'the Mes-
siah.- A long previdis expectatlon‘had been ex-
cited, 1o room’Wwas Teft for conjecture eithér as
to ‘the- agefit /07" thé : des1gn - The wonders'of
our Lord werg!ndt: snigle uncornnected, - unex-
plained prodlgles, birt miracles performed’in con
sequence of ‘a‘design4vowed : ‘long beforé, and
which ceased “to be’ wrouoht when that dés1gn
was ° accomphshed "The prophet Isaiah had
n’nrked out thevery miracles which should desw‘

12 Franks. Lo
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nate the Messiah: Then the eyes of the blind shail be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be. unstopped,
then shall the lame man leap as the hart; and the
tongue of the dumb shall sing. We shall see the
finger of prophecy pointed to the Messiah still
more clearly when we come to the proper
place; but the predictions fulfilled in the mira-
cles of our Lord, fix and designate and seal him
as divinely commissioned- of God, and as not
only a prophet, but the Messiah and the Sa-
viour of the world.

3. And surely we cannot fiil ‘to observe the
admirable ﬁtnees of this attestation té a divine
religion. Tt is a manner of acting worthy of
God. Let men reason to support their opi-
nions; let them establish their doctrines by a
‘course of arguments—they" have no right to
‘command the understanding of - others. But
for-the Almighty God, it is not becommg that
he should speak as a phllosopher who disputés—
16, he speaks as a Master who decides; 'he
supports his religion, not by arguments, but by
deeds " of ommpotence His word is truth; to
obey it is the duty of man—and ‘what more
worthy of God'than to command the obedience
of man by v151b]e acts attestlng the homage
which all nature pays hlm - Such a proof is
level to the capacity of man as man. It is

13 Frayssinous’ Défense du Christianisme, »

n"Z‘
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calculated: to,awaken the attention, and com-
mand the assent, and, satisfy the doubts, and
silence the objection.s of persons of all classes
and conditions. Such an attestation: becomes
the simplicity, and universality of revelation,
-and carries on it the genuine impress of the
majesty of heaven. f-} Miracles are the broad
seal annexed by God  himself to the . grand
charter of salvation in Jesus Christ. ,

~ 4. For it is further to be noted, that the. mi-
racles of Christianity were performed by those
who had all other signs of a divine mission ; and
therefore to whose doctrine implicit obedience
was due, . as .to la,'communicatibn from God.
The mighty works, however palpable and
nhumerous, . were not ., the only credentials . of
our Lord and, his_apostles. ~Every thing else
corresponded. ;, Dignity, simplicity, disinterest-
edness, purity, of ‘life,; holy instructions, bold
rebukes of vice, fortitude, meekness, constancy
unto death, were conspicuous in the heavenly
ambassadqrs.._, VRN B - o EERR
... The l'g_iftiolf,' .Prophecy, distinguished the same
and no other persons. - The miracles were acts
of mercy, .deeds of, compassion and grace, ex-
ertions of goodness and. piety, - They were.not
disjointed vs('londers,,.;‘ but were harmoniously
united with Il the other signs of a mission
from heaven, ‘You .need not be told that the
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prodigies of heathenism, even if the facts be ad-
mitted, and the other means of solving the phe-
nomena waived, (as the cure said to be per-
formed by the emperor Vespasian, on which
Hume relies,) were done by persons’ who did
not even pretend. to a divine commission, and
who exhibited not one single mark of the mes-
sengers of the Most High.

5. The inference, therefore, from the miracles
to the truth of Christianity is direct, forcible,
conclusive : 'it speaks to every unprejudiced
mind. The language of Nicodemus is the lan-
guage of the unsophisticated’ conscience, We
know that thow art a teacher come  from God ; Jor o
man can do these miracles which thou doest, except
God be with him. - The testimony of "our senses
is not a more satisfactory evidence of the ex-
istence of external objects, than the scripture
miracles are of a divine commission. Whei
men born blind suddenly received their sight,
when multitudes were cured of the most des-
perate diseases by a touch or at a distance,
when. the: dumb were made to speak, and the
dead were raised, when devils were cast out,
and confessed that Jesus was the Son of God,
when all nature gave way, and' started back at
the command of Christ, surely'no proof could

' be'more decisive of the immediate presence of
the God of nature—surely no language, not
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even an angel’s voice;- could proclaim more in-
telligibly, :that. God. was_ revealing his will,
Surely these. wonderful works -challenged im-
plicit-obedience..to. the’ Sovereign of the uni-
verse, thus exer,c_isin'g his dominion over nature,
and making : the .whole . creation . bow and
tremble and’ obey-—and - then. delivering the
record of his stupendous scheme of redemption
to an awe-struck world. . e L.

. 8. Accordingly; the miracles of Christianity
are so. illcorporate_d with: the instructions, as to
oblige men tg- récejve not only the religion ge-
nerally, but all.the doctrines it communicates, as
of divine authority..- It is .most reasonable. to
submit with unlimited faith to all that was de-
livered . by messengers thus commissioned .and
accredited. The wonderful actions which they
performed. are .incorporated and intermingled
with ‘the, whole. substance of their doctrine.
The actions without,thé instructions are unintel-
ligible. ~1f the New Testament history and the

New Testament. _minacles,,are entitled. to credit, -
then all the. .New Testament. doctrine is en- -

titled to the same..;, None of the supernatural
works were performed -for subordinate ends:
they did not aim,.like .the heathen prodigies,
to prove the .greater sanctity of an altar, or
raise ‘the credit.of . an -oracle, or establish the
usage of some insignificant rite ; but they were

\ . )
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performed - as the great ends ¢f the mission re-
quired, were involved . in the.most. important
doctrines, and were directed to :the. _d.ev,elgi:,—
ment of one vast scheme, ‘the r_,edemp,ti,on,,pf

.....

U,lﬁ palsy, as ou_r t.exf partlcularly notes, Arzs.e,
take yp thy bed, and go thy way intq thine house.
That the people.might learn that Christ came
to destroy the works of the devil, he expelled
him from the bodies of the possessed.. He was
eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf, feet to the
lame, apd a father to the poor, in_the literal
sense, that he might afford a pledge. of the cor-
respondent spiritual blessing. . Those whom he
healed, he syffered not ta remain with him for
the purpose of swelling his retinue, but bade
them .go to their friends, and sin 29 more.  To
- agsure the apostles of their future success.in
preaching the gospel, he encouraged. them by.a
miraculous draught of fishes to follow him, and
becpme ﬁskers of men, He taught‘the univer-

Gent;lgs, mt_o 1135 J.Ch_urch, by p_.urlfymg the out-
ward court of the temple, and driving out in a
miraculous manner the Jewish traffickers. - He
showed the power of faith, by devoting the
barren fig-tree to sydden decay and destruction.
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He encouraged the: timid: belief of his disciplés
by calming. the -tempest. ' Those multitudes
whom. he fed by:él‘miracle, were first wearied
and faint by a_long attendance on his instruc-
tions. - Thus-were our.Lord’s miracles insepa-
rably connected.with the revelation they were
designed to attest:... The  same may. be said
of those performed by the apostles ; every thing
had a regard te the high object of the mission :
the facts involve. the doctrines; and oblige us to
" receive them. AR

7. I only mention cursorily, that the success
of-the ‘gospel, resting. on. the miracles as its
foundation, iand - on ‘no other, proves that the
doctrine was. frem- God.: I enter not now on
the subject .of the propagation of the gospel ;
but it is necessary for-me. to repeat, what I ob-
served in the.last lecture, that the prodigious
success of the simple, preaching of the faith of
Christ by unlettered ‘men; supported by these
miraculous - powers, proves”that the revelation
was divine. .. For it ,was no idle assent that
the unnumbered. converts. gave: they exposed
themselves - to.. peril, .. reproach, - persecution,
death. . Nor ‘was. it in accordance with precon-
ceived prejudices, - that the assent was given.
The converts had to give up all their partialities,
; all. their- habits,’ and all their~opinions, to re-
| 1 Bishop'Vad Mildert, - '
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nounce the traditions and superstitions in which
they had been "educated, and in which their

fathers lived and died. The miracles did not

attest a doctrine which fell in with the senti-
ments of a party already in favour of the tenets
and practice which the religion inculcated.
If this had been the case, the miracles might
have been examined with less attention. But
the fact was totally different; the progress of

. the Christian religion was attended with an

entire change in the sentiments and character
of the converts. The religion owed its birth to
the doctrine supported by the miraculous works.
The miraclesattracted the attention -of men,
and assured them that a divine communication
was made; but it was the communication it-
self, that is, the doctrine, which swayed the
heart, changed the life, and purified the whole
character. The sacred influences of ‘grace, in-
deed, accompanied these means of conviction
and instruction. This is another most im-
portant topic, which will be considered in its
proper place. What we now state is, that the
success of the Christian doctrine, authorised: by
the miracles; proves that there was an'insepara-
ble connexion between the wonderful works,
and the revelation which they attested ; in other
words, that the Christian religion was from God.

8. We observe, lastly, that though all false
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religions have made some pretensions to won-
derful works, yet there never was a religioi_j s?.t
up and established by m‘ira_cle‘s, but the 'réljgiqn
of the bible.;. A series of wonderful Wo,rks like
that on which.'the qlission of Chrjst rests, was
never heard of since thé world began.

15 I except, of course, that of which Christianity was the
complement and consummation, and with which it formed
one connected divine revelation, the legation of Moses, ,

We have already proved the authenticity and credibilify of
‘the books of the Old Testament through the medium of those
‘of the New. Of the miracles which introduced the Mosaic
-economy, I need: not say al word : the very same arguinents
which support the Christian miracles, prove those of Moses.
The four marks lajd down by Leslie—that they were palpa-
vble-publivcly performed—:pommemorated by national monu-
‘ments and usages—and’ that thesé monuments and usages
began at the very time when the mighty works were perform.

_ed, are perfectly eonclusive. I will only add, that there is
something of greater maguificence in the Mosaic miracles—
they were on a Jarger segle, :and .of holder features, in order
to be handed down the tf)’gtte::_byjndelible memorials, thrpugh
those many éehfuriéé, during which written testimony by con-
temporary aut‘hof“s'waé,'. ft"(')rm.'th:er circumstances of the case,
impessible. The -m'rracﬁlous-passage of the Red Sea, the
pillar of fire, :thewﬁaming' sumnit . of Sinai, the drying ‘up.
of Jordan, the descent;of the manna, the strc:_a.ms.péuwd
out from the smittgn,rqgk, .,thg prostrate walls of -Jerichq,
‘were ‘miracles of that pfb'digidué_gfa'ndeur, as to stand forth
‘palpable from the scene, and to remain visible, as it were,
‘from that remote age to the present. The milder and less
Stupendous, but not less divine, miracles of the New Tes-
lament, were at once more suitable to the genius of the
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ManKind have indeed always expected.that
God would reveal himself to them by working
some things above the course of nature;. and
therefore there never was any false religion set
up, but it professed to be confirmed by some
miraculous works or appearances; but these
very attempts serve to- set forth to greater ad-

vantage the undeniable miracles of the scrip-
ture.

Mahomet Wlsely disclaimed the performance
of miracles as a test of his divine mission; and
though he was not sparing in his account of
sensible communications from ‘heaven, his.own
statements represent him as at once the object
of them, and the sole witness.

The prodigies . of the heathen were. few in
number, were attested by no credible witnesses,
were insulated and solitary wonders, were never
submitted to the senses and examination' of
mankind, were at best rather eubjects of spe-
culative curiosity, than matters with which any
serious truth was connected. They totally dif-
fer from the miracles of Christ in all their lead-
ing features, as well as in their connexion,
import, and final cause. Their foundation was

religion, and more adapted , 80 to speak; to a learned period,
when contemporary writings could hand down with ease
to future ages the authentic records of the minutest divine
operations. V
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chiefly rumour:or’fable; the wonders them-
selves are easily resolved into natural causes;
the persons who recorded them lived at g re-
mote age and 'in"a‘distant country. Besides,
there is no' proof: that any' of these religions
was ‘set up. in*the first instance by means of
these alleged’ supernatural works. N ot'a sin-
gle miraclecan be named that was ever offered
as a test of any of these religions before it was.
established. .- Their miracles were appendages,
not proofs ;: and the reception of them was the
effect, not the cause of a belief in the religion
with ‘which they were connected. ¢ :
The Christian doctrine looks down ‘on all
these pretences from the glorious height . on
which it stands.. The conviction of the proba-
bility of miracles for attesting the divine will,
in the minds of all who admit the being and pro-
vidence of God prepared the way; and the mise--
rable -impotency of all false religions in their
pretences to.them, !left the whole field unoccy-
pied for the clear and undoubted miraculous.
operations which usher in the scripture revela-
tion. They stand as the single series of divine
works, to attest the single series. of divine: com-
munications which was ever made to man,

16 The abbvei remarks, with a slight variation, . apply to.

the miraculous works ascribed to the Roman. Catholic
Saints. : : :

TN A



LECT, VII.] APPLICATION. - 253

And here let us observe, that, as under the
head of the authenticity, we found that the
Christian books were the only records profess-
ing to contain a divine revelation written by.
the first teachers of that revelation, and sub-
mitted to the examination of mankind ; and as
again under the head of the credibility of those
books, we discovered' that no account of the
admitted facts of Christianity was ever given
but the narrative therein contained ; so now,
under the head of miraculous operations, we
see that no other religion was ever attempted
to be established in the first instance by mira-.
cles, but the religion of the bible. = Thus soli-
tary, in unapproachable dignity, stands the
proof of the gospel.

I. Are you not then convinced, for I must pass
on to the concrLusION, by the statements laid
before you? I address the docile and sincere.
Does not the impression left on your minds by
the review of the Christian miracles, resemble
that which was produced on the multitudes in
whose presence they were first wrought? Yes,
all your previous hesitation and doubts are dis-
persed. You feel the force of truth. You are
astonished beyond measure. You glorify God, with
the people in our text, saying, We never saw it
on this fashion. You bear witness to the grace
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and power: and -divine ‘mission of the ‘Son’ of
God. T : !. . : o
The impression;-the first dictate of the un-
sophisticated conscience, the Ianguage of the
heart of man; on’ réa'ding the miracles of Christ,

is, Thou art‘:'tke-«Soiz;prod, Thou art t}ze'Kz’hg ‘

of Israel.” :Thisis the. prophet that was to ‘come
into the -world: -He hath, done -all things wely,
We have probably ‘now quite as strong evi-
dence of the divine miracles as the first Chris-
‘tians. We ‘have ‘not-seen them indeed with
our eyes, ‘and -so- the ‘sénsible proof cannot be:
S0 lively;**but‘-'(')thér-ipérts of -the demonstration
are more clear-to us, “The concurring marks of
the Messiahship ‘of‘ Christ are more distinct ;
the direct miraculous character of the wonde-
ful works is better recognized. Those doubts,
for inétanbé,"virh'ich‘*érose from the notions of
magic, ‘of ‘the'occult powers of nature, and the
agency -of ‘evil- spirits, are passed away; and
with- the' brighter light of modern philosophy

i
<<<<<

and  science, ‘we'distinguish ‘far ‘more -deci~
sively the'mifacles of Christ from ‘the ordinary
course of God’s ‘provvidgnCe.' L

'IL. Let us'then yield to- the conviction which
these miracles ‘are’ designed to produce. ‘Tt
us pray‘to God for-his grace that we may re-
nounce all ihferferingf‘pte‘judices and'appetiteﬁj‘

P
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and submiit - unreservedly to the Chtistian- ‘doc-
trine. ‘Miracles- only serve to introduce the
Saviour, ‘to venfv his doctrlne, to send ‘ug’ ‘to
his promvises; his warnlngs ‘his: encouragem&nts

Miracles cannot give a rlght disposition’ of
hedrt. - That must 'be sought: for from the Holy
Spirit, whom our -risen Lord poured out upon
his church. We have great citisecto fear for
ourselves.  If we harden- our’ hearts ‘to ‘the
voice ‘of conscience, no' arguments can con-
vince, rio moral proofs subdue. ‘Tt is probable
that- external evidences to mlracles COULD'NOT
be strohger than ours actually are, cons1dermo'
the nature and circumstances of ‘man as-a re-
sponsible creature.” ‘But'this is nothing if the
hieart be fixed on the world -and sensual- plea-
sure; if the.will be debaliched by vice ;- if ‘the
understanding be perverted and 'blinded ‘by
pride and conceit.

Let ‘the example of 'the heathen phllosophers
at the time- of our Lord; bea warning “to - us.
For what did Tacitus and Suetoniug and Seneca
and Pliny know of the Christidn doctrme?
What conviction - did the miraculous works of
Christ produce on ‘their minds? 7The preack-
ing ‘of the cross ‘was foolzslmess ‘to”'them. ‘In
thelr proud search ‘after wisdom, and thelr

17 Penrose
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contempt of the whole Jewish nation, - they
looked not beyond the surface. They exa-
mined ‘nothing with.candour and seriousness.
They never approached the Christian ques-
tion. - They dismissed it, so far as they: heard
of it by rumour, .as unworthy their regard:
With the same spirit as the modern literary
unbeliever, they gave no heed to the divine
message, bestowed . no pains on - ascertaining
its truth, and lived and died in the gross and
miserable . bondage : of their vices and igno-
rance. Such is the tendency of pride in the
fallen heart of man. Let us guard against the
first approaches to.such a state of mind.. Let
us be led by the miracles to a serious study
of the scriptures, that we may see the doc-
trine of a crucified Lord to be the power of God
and the wisdom of God. .

I11. But we,_ must .not rest in a formal ad-
herence to the. Chrlstlan faith. The example of
the Jews may warn us against this opposite, but
not less dangerous, evil. .They were near the
Saviour, They saw his miracles.. . They re-
ceived, at the tlme, the deepest impression of
his divine mission.. They knew and acknow-
ledged, at first, that he was the Christ the Sa-
viour of the world. But as our Lord after-
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wards developed his character and- doctrisie, as
he rebuked the vices of the Scribes and Phari-
sees, condemned their traditions, exposed their
hypocrisy, expounded the spiritual .nature of

his' kingdom, and called them to repentance

and conversion, they began to hate his person
and steel their hearts against his most decisive,
miraculous works. = They persuaded = them-
selves that he opposed their .law, which they
well knew to be divine.- They attributed his
miracles to evil spirits. They. tempted him by
cavils; and watched for his words: that they
might: accuse him. - They persisted .in their
unbelief, till that came upon them which was
spoken of by the prophets, By hearing ye shall
hear and shall not understand ; and secing ye shall
see and shall not perceive. For this people’s heart
is wazed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed ! lest at any time
they should see with their eyes, and hear with thewr
ears, and should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them. .

* That you may avoid this awful. state, yield
now to the conviction which calls you to heaven.
Open wide the gate, so to speak, that the truth
may enter in. Close your ears to vain. objec-
tions, and your hearts to corrupt pleasures, and
give yourselves up to preparation for the doc-

VOIL. I. S
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trine of Christ:  Now is the accepted time, now
is the day of salvation. The glorious apparatus
of miracles brings you up to the feet of Christ.
There fall prostrate, * There confess your sins.
There implore  his: mercy. There. renounce
every criminal passion. There supplicate the
inward influences of grace. There enter upon
new resolutions of obeying the religion you
profess, and acting on the evidences you have
received. Remeniber, the higher you rise in
privileges, the .lower will be your fall, if you
abuse or neglect them. The knowledge you
have been blessed with, cannot but bring with
it a-correspondent accountabléness. Call to
mind the doom' of those cities in which our
Lord’s mightiest deeds had been performed—
Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida!
Jor if the mighty works which, were done in you,
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackeloth and ashes. But T
say unto you, it shall be more tolerable Jor Tyre
and Sidon at the day of Judgment, than for you.
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell : Jor if the
mighty works which have been done in thee, had
been done in Sodom, it would have remained unto
this day \ :

16 8t, Matthew xi, 21—23.
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May God grant that the blessed purpose of
our Lord’s miracles may be fulfilled in our hu-
miliation and salvation! For this is their high
end— These things were written that ye might be-
lieve that Jesus is the Son of God, and that be-
lieving ye might have life through his name.

2
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