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the power or the right to make an
unalterable conftitution—that the
power of creating a legiflative bo-
dy, or the fovereign right of elec-
tion, is folely in the people 5 but
the fovercign power of miking
laws is folely in an Affembly of
their Reprefentatives——that the peo-
ple have no right to give binding
inftrutions to their Reprefenta-
tives—confequently a diflinction
between a Conwvention and a Legif-
lature can be merely a difference
of forms—that Reprefentatives have

U ¢ A T I
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no right to prolong the period of
their delegation—that being taken
from the mafs of the people and
having a common intereft with
them, they will be influenced, even
by private intereft, to promote the
public good—and that fueh a go-
vernment, which isa novelty on
earth, is perhaps the belt that can
be framed, and the only form which
will always have for its object, the
general good.

GILES HICKORY.

$0 0o YAeC I o O APCIYHL T D

E D U C A T 1

UT the principal defe@ in
our plan of Education in A-
merica, is, the want of good teach-
ers in the academies and common
{chools, By good teachers I nrean,
men of unbiemifhied reputation,
and pofifefled of abilities, compe-
tent to their ftations. That a man
thould be mafter of what he un-
dertzkes to teach, isa point that
will not be controverted, and yet
it i« ceriain that abilities are often
cifpenfed with, either thro inat-
tention or fear of expenfe.

To thofe who employ ignorant
rey to inttrut their children, per-
mi me t foggett one important
idea—that it s better for youth to
-have 20 Education, than to have a
bad one ; for it is more difficult to
-eradicate habits, than to imprefs
rew ideas. The tender fhrub is
eafily bent to any figure ; but the
tree, which has acquired its full
growth, refifts all impreflions.

Yet abilities are not the {ole re.
quifites  The inftrutors of youth

arohp of *~ be th: moft

O N.

prudent, accomplifhed, agreeable
and refpeCable.  What avail 2
man’s parts, if, while he is the
« wifett and brighteft,” he is the
¢ meaneflt of mankind > The
pernicious effeéts of bad example
on the minds of youth will probably
be acknowlcdaged ; but with a

view to improvement, it is indif-

penfably ncceflary that the teach-
ers fhould poflels good breeding
and agreeable manners.  In order
to give full efleét to inftruttions,
it is requifite that they fhould pro-
ceed trom a man who is Joved and
refpe@ed. But alow.bred clows,
or morofe tyrant can command
neither love nor refpect, and that
pupil who has no motive for appli-
cation to books, but the fear-ofa
rod, will not make a {cholar.

The rod is ofien neceflary in
fchool 5 efpecially after the chil-
dren have been accuitomed to dif-
obedience and a licentious beha-
vior at home. All government
originates in familics, and if neg-
lected there, it will hardly exiltin

(A’SP'Y
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fociety 3 but the want of it muft
be fupplied by the rod in fchool,
the penal Jaws of the ftate, and the
terrors of divine wrath, from the
pulpic. The government both of
families and fchools fhould be ab.
folute. "There fhould, in familics,
be no appeal {rcm one parent to
another, with the profpeét of par-
don for offences.  The one {hould
always vindicate, at leaft apparent-
ly, the conduét of the other. In
{chools, the mafter fhould be abfo-
lute in command ; for it is utterly
impoflible for any man to fuppoit
order and difcipline among chil-
dren, whe are indulged wiih an
appeal to their parents. A proper
fubordination in families would
generally fuperfede the neceflity of
{everity in fchools ; and a fhiét
difcipline in both is the beft foun-
dation of good order in political
{ociety.

If parents {hould fay, ¢ we can-
not give the inftruélors of our
children unlimited authority over
them, for it may be abufed and
our children injwed ;” I would
anfwver, they mult not place them
under the direétion of any man,
in whofe temper, judzement and
abilitics, they do not repofe per-
fet confidence.  The teacher
fhould be, if fuch can be found, as
judicious and reafonable a man
as the parent.

There can be little improvement
in {chools, without ftriét fubordi.
nation—there can be no fubordi-
nation, without principles of e-
flcem and refpect in the pupils—
and the pupils cannot efteem and
refpe&t a man who is not in him-
felt refpectable, and who is not
treated with refpect by their pa-
rents, It may be laid down as an
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invariable maxim, that a perfon is
not fit to fuperintend the Educa-
tion of chiidren, who has not the
qualifications which will com-
mand the efteem and refpz&t of his
pupils.  This maxim is founded
on a truth which every perfon may
bave obferved ; that children al-
ways /sve an amiable man, and al.
ways gffeem a refpefialle cne.  Men
and women have their paffions
which often ruie their judgement
and their cenduét.  They have
their caprices, their intercfts and
their picjugices, whichat times in-
ciine them to treat the moft meri-
torious characters with difrefpect.
But children, artlefs and unfu-
{pecling, refign their hearts to any
perfon whefe manners are agicea-
bie, and whofe conduct is refpeét-
able.  Whenever therefore pupiis
ceafe to refpect their teacher, he
fhould be inftandy difmiffed.

Refpe& for an inftra&lor will of.
ten fupply the plice of a rod of
correétion.  The pupil’s atracha
ment will lead him to clofe atten-
tion to his ftudies—he fears not
the rod, fo much as the difpleamre
of his teacher~—he waits for afmile
or dicads a frown—he receives his
inftrultions and copies his man-
ners.  'This generous principle,
the fear of offending, will prompt
youth to exeruens ; and indtead of
feverity on the one hand, and of
flavifh fear, with relu&ant obedi-
ence on the other, mutual efteem,
relpe@ and confidence ftrew How-
ers in the road to knowledge.

With refpeét to morals and civil
fociety, the other view in which
1 propofed to treat this fubje&, the
effets of Education are fo certain
and extenfive, that it behooves ev-
ery parent and guardian to be par-

ticularly

et R



212 F D U C A T I O N.

r—-—‘ - »
ticularly attentive to the chara&ters fefled of the moral victues and fo.

of the men, whofe province itis to cial affedtions. But many of oyr
form the minds of youth. inferior {chools, which, fo far s

From a flrange inverfion of the the heart is concerned, are as im.
order of nature, the caufe of which portant as colieges, are kept by
it is not neceflary to unfold, fince men of no kreeding, and many of
the faét cannot be difputed, the them, by men infamous for the
moft important bufinels in civil moft detcitable vices.*  Will this
fociéty, is, in many parts of Ame- be denied @ Will it be denied, that
1ica, committed to the'moft worth-  before the war, it was a frequent
lefs charatters. 'The Education practice for gentlemen to purchafz
of youth, an employment of more convits, who had been tranfported
confequence than making lawsand  for their crimes, and cinploy thém
preaching the gofpel, becaufe it as private tutors in their families ?
liys the foundation on which both Gracious Heavens ! Muft the
law and gofpel reit for fuscefs ; the wretches, who have forfeited their
Education of youth is funk to a le- lives, and been proncunced un.
vel with the moft menial fervices, worthy to be inhabitants of a fo.
In mofl inflances we find the high-  7eioz country, be cntrufted with
cr feminaries of learning entrutted  the Education, the morals, the cha.
to men of good characters and pof-  racter of American youth ?

¥ How, differcnt this pracice from the manner of educating youth in Ron,
during the fouriffing ages of the republic I 1 lere the attcution to children
cemmenced awith their birth—an infent avas not educated in the cottage of a
biveling wurfe, but in the wery bofom of its wisiher, avhofe principal pratfe avas,
that foe fuperintesded bor family.  Parents awere carcful to chogle fome aptd
meiron to take care of toewr children—to form ther firfl habits of [peaking
and afling—to awaich their greaing poffions and direét them to their proper
objelis—rto guard them from all immodeft fports, preferwve thewr minds innocent,
and dire their attention to liberal purfuits.

“—Filius—aon in cclla empte nutricis fed gremic ac finu matris educabatur,
ctjus pracipua laus, tuert domum, et infervire liberis. E/igf[;amr autem ali-
gua major nalu propinqua, cujus probatis [pe&atifgue moribui, omnis cujus-
tiam familice ﬁ)boles committeretur, coram qua neque dicere fas erat g'z/oa' turfe
diu, neque facere quod inbhoneflum fa&iu wideretur.,  Ac non Sladia modo cu-
raique, fed remiffiones etiam lufus que puerorum, fandlitate quadam ac verecun-
dia temperabat”  In this manner avere cducated the Gracehi, Cafar and
otler celebrated Romans.  Que difeiplina ac feveritas eo pertinebat, ut fin-
gera et intergra et nullis pravitatibus detorta unius cujnfque natura, toto Jfa-
sim pectove, arriperet artes houneflas.” Tacitus de Orai. Dial 28.

1 be hiftcrian then proceeds to mention the corruption of manners and the
wicious mode of Education, in the later ages of Rome. He Jays, childrer avere
committed to fome maid, with the vileft flaves—avith avkom they avere initia-
red in t/m.r loww m'ﬂfve;:/htz:o.n zfnd manners  Foriim fabu Jis et erroribas
it st i, .t s e
sHia coram iy an \ JSaciar, Iom 29. .

1
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Wil it be denied that many of
the infiru€tors of youth, whofe ex-
amples and precepts- fhould form
their minds for good men and ufe-
ful citizens, are often found to
fleep uway, in {chool, the fumes
of a‘debauch, and to ftun the ears
of their pupils with frequent blafs
phemy ? It is idle to fupprefs {uth
truths—nay 1more, it is wicked,
The prattice of employing low
and vicious charalers to dire&t the
ftudies of youth, is, in a high de-
gree, crimival—it is deftructive of
the order and peace of fociety—
it is treafon againft morals, and of
courle, againlt government—--it
ought to be arraigned befere the
tribunal of reafon, and condemned
by all intelligent beings.  'The
prattice is fo exceedingly abfurd,
that it is furprizing it could ever
have prevailed among rational peo-
ple. Parents with their children
to be acell bred—vet place them

213
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under the care of clowns.  They
wifh to fecure their hearts from
wicious principles and  Fabits—yet
commit them to the care of men
of the melt profligate lives. 'They
wifh to have their children taught
obedience and refpedi tor luperiors——
yet give them a matter that both
parents and children defpre. A
prattice {o glaringiy abfurd ‘and ir.
rational has no name in any lan-
guage | Parents themfelves will
not aflociate with the men, whofe
company they clfige their children
to keep, even in that moeib'impor
tant perjod, when habits are form-
ing for life.* ‘

Are parents and guardians ig-
rorant, that children always imi-
tate thofe with'whotir they live or
aflociate ¥ That a boy bred in the
woods will be a {avage ?>~That
another bred in the arry, will have
the manners of a foldier ? "That
a third, bred in a kitchen, will

* The prafiice of employing lowv charallers in fehools 15 not rowel— Afechan,

precepror to Queen Elizabeth gives us the folio wing account of the praciice in
histime. < Pity it is that commonly more care is had 5 yea and that among
very auife men, to Jid out rather a cmz,vizzg man for'thei, 'wrfe, than a cun-
aing man for their children.  They fay, nay, in avord 5 but they do fo, in
deed.”* For to one they awill give a flipend of tavo bundred crowvas, and loth
t0 offer the other tavo hundred fhillings.  God, that fitteth in the Heaven,
langheth their choice to feorn and rewardeth their liberality as it flonld : for
be fuifireth them to baae tame and well-ordered horfes 3 but wild and un-
fortunate children ¢ and therefore in the end they find more pleafure in their
horfe, thar comfort in their child?

This is old langnage, but the falls flated are modern truths, The bar-
barous Gothic prafiice has Survived il the attacks of common fenle, and in
many paris of America, a gentleman's groom is on a level avith bis fhool-
mafter, in point of reputation. But hear another authority for the pratiice in
England, ~—

“ ds the cafe now flands, thofe of the firft quality pay their tators but fit-
Me aboe balf fo much as they do their tootmen. Guardian No. 4.

“ Tis monfirous indeed that men of the beft eflates and families are miore
Jolicitons about the tutelage of a_favorite dog or horle, than of their heirs

ale.”? Ibm.
" fpeak
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{peak the language, and poflefs the
ideas, of fervants ? And that a
fourth, bred in gentec! company,
will have thec manners of a gentle-
man ! We cannot believe that ma-
ny people are ignorant of thefe
traths  Their conduét theicfore
can be afcribed to nothing but in-
attention or fear of expenle. It is
perhaps literally true, that a wild
life among {avages is preferable to
an Education in 2 kitchen, or un-
der a druniien tutor ; for favages
would leave the mind uncorrupted
with the vices, which reign among
{laves and the depraved part of ci-
vilized nations. It is therefore a
point of infinite importance to fo-
ciety, that youth fhould not aflo-
ciate with perfons whofe manners
they ought ner to imitate ; much
lefs fhould they be doomed to pafs
the moft {ulceptible period of life,
with clowns, profligates and flaves.

There are people fo ignorant of
the conftitution of our natures, as
todeclare, that young people thould
fec vices and their confequences,
that they may learn to detelt and
fhun them. Suchicaloning is like
that of the novel-writers, who at-
tempt to defend their delineations
of abandoned characters ; and that
of flage-players, who would vindi-
cate the obfcene exhibitions of a
theater ; but the reafoning is to-
tally falfe.  Vice always fpreads
by being publifhed—young people
are taught many vices by fiction,

E D U CATTITIO
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books or public exhibitionse;;
ces, which they never would haye
known, had they never read fuch
books or attended fuch public plz.
ces. Crimes of all kinds, vice,
judicial trials neceffarily obfcene,
and infamous punifthments fhould,
if poflible, be concealed from the
young. An examination in acomt
of juftice may tcach the tricks of 5
knave, the arts of a thief and the
evafions of hackneyed offenders,
to a dozen young culprits, and e
ven tempt thofe who have never
committed a crime, to make a trial
of their fkill. A newfpaper may
fpread crimes-—~by communicating
to a nation the knowledge of an
ingenious trick of viliainy, which,
had it been fupprelled, might have
died with its fuft inventor. Itis
not true that the effes of vice and
crimes deter others from the prac.
tice—cxcept when rarely feen. On
the other hand, frequent exhibi.
tions erther ceafe ro make any im-
preflions on the minds of fpefta-
tors, or elfe reconcile themto a
courfe of life, which at firft was
difagreeable.*

€ Vice is a monfler of fo frightful mein,
As to be hated, needs but to be feen s

Yet feen too oit, tamiliar with her fnc:,“
We firlt endure, then pity, then embrace.

For thefe reafons,children fhould
keep the beft of company, that they
might have before them the bgﬁ
manners, the beft breeding and the
beft converfation, Their minds

* In fome partsof America, the crime of fornication is expiated by a public
confeffion before the congregation—in other parts, no notice is taken of the par-

ties, aben the child is born in quedisch.

SeIf avitiy the effesi
Snd that the infiances of the crime, av
torens avhere it is not puniff

by of public punifomint !

1.

i hawe taken pains 10 acquaint my-

of public confiffions in producing the crimme—LFrom falls .1
here puniffment is public, are to thofe i
'ed at ally as fx or feven to one.  Happy effeci tri

fhould

|
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fhould be kept untainted, till their
reafoning facultics have a.cqqired
firength, and the good principles
which may be planted in their
minds, have taken deeproot. They
will then be able to make a firm
and probably a fuccefsful refift-
ance, againit the attacks of fecret
corruption and brazen Jibertiniim,

Our legiflators frame laws for
the {uppreflion of vice and immor.
rality—our divines thunder, from
the pulpit, the terrors of infinite
wrath, againft the vices that flain
the characters of men. And do
laws and preaching efteét a refor-
mation of manners ? Experience
would not give a very favorable
anfwer to this enquiry. The rea.
fon is obvious—the attempts are
direCted to the wrong objefls.
Laws can only check the public
effefts of vicious principles ; but
can never reach the principles
them{clves—and preaching is not
‘very intelligible to people, till
they arrive at an age when their
principles are rooted or their ha-
bits firmly eftablifhcd. An at-
tempt to eradicate old habits, is
as abfurd, as to [op cff the branch-
esofa huge oak, in order to roet it
eut of a rich {oil. The moft that
fuch elipping will effed, is to pre-
vent a further growth.

The only pradticable method to
reform mankind, is, to begin with
children—to banifh, if pofiible,
{from their company, every low
bred, deunken, immoial charzaéter.
Virtue and vice will not grow to-
gether in 2 great degree——but they
will grow where they are planted,
and when one has taken root, itis

O N. 215
not eafily fupplanted by the other.
The great art of correéting man-
kind therefore, confifts in prepof-
fefling the mind with good prin-
ciples.

For this reaflon fociety requires
that the Education of youth fhould
be watched with the moft ferupu-
lous attention.  Education, in a
great meafure, forms the moral
charallers of men, and morals are
the bafis of government * Edu-
cation fhould therefore be the firft
care of a Legiflature ; not mere.-
ly the inflituticn of fchools, but
the furnifbing of them with the
beft men for teachers. A good
fyftem of Education fhould be the
firft article in the code of political
regulations ; for it is much eafer
to intreduce and ellablifh an effec-
tual fy ftem for preferving morals,
than to coiret, by penal ftatutes,
theill effc@s of a bad {yftem. I
am fo fully perfuaded of this, that
I h=ll almoft adore that great man,
whbo fhall change our practice and
opinions, and make it 1efpettable
for the fift and beft men to fuper-
intend the Education of youth.

Ancther defe&t in our {chools,
which, fince the revelution, is be-
come inexcufeable, is the want of
preper books.  The collections
which are now ufed confift of ef-
fays that refpett foreign and an-
eient nationt. The minds of vouth
are perpetually led to the hiltory
of Gizee. 1.1 Rome or to Great-
Biitain—uo; . we conltantly re-
peating the declamarions ¢f De-
mofthencs and Cicero, or debates
upon fome political quctlion in the
Biitith Parliament.  Thefe are ex-

7. . Ly A AN
¥ Plus ibi boni ziores walent, quess alibi boue leges.

Tac, de Bior. Germ, 1g.
ccllent
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ceilent fpecimens of good fenfe,
polifhed ftile and perfedt oratory ;
but they are not intetelling to chil-
dren. They cannot be very ufe-
ful, except ta young gentiemen who
want them as models of reafoning
and eloquence, in the pulpit or at
the bar.

Burevery childinAmerica fhould
be acquainted with his own coun-
try. He fhould read books that
furnifh him with ideas that will be
ufeful to him in life and praltice.
As foon as he opens his lipz, he
fhould rehearfe the hiftory of his
own country—he fhoula lifp the
-praifes of liberty, and of thofe il.
luitrious héroes and flatefmen who

R

LIFE TRAVELS &

have wrought a revolution in he
favor.

A feletion of effays, rcfpe&ing
the fettlement and geography of A.
merica—the hiftory of the latere.
volution and of the moft remaifa.
ble charu€lers and events that dif.
tinguifhcd it—and a compendium
of the principles of the federal and
provincial governments, fhould be
the principal fchool-book in the
Unired States.  Thele are inter-
efting objetts to every man—they
call home the minds of youth and
fix them vpon the interels of their
own country—-and ‘they afilt in
forming attachments to it, as well
as in enlarging the underftanding.

PR ORISR (r«:9:.gecgwo---o----o--—o- oS

Forthe AMERICAN MAGAZINE.

Before 1 proceed to velate the biflory of the jirft permanent fettlement of Vire
ginia, 1 fhall introduce a fbort acccant of the life and adwvcitures of thet

extrasrdinary perfon <wbo effecied i,

Ewery circumflance of importonc

in the kiffory of the fafl fettlers of Amevica is particularly interefiing to
their defeendants, and [hould be recorded for the benefit of future gewi

rations.

LIFE, TRAVELS and ADVENTURES of Capt. JOHN SMITH,

extralied and compiled from Lis oien Memoirs, and communicated by tit
Rev. Dr, STILES, Prefident of Yare CoLLEGE.

APT. JOHN SMITH was
born at Willonghby in Lin-
colnthire,”™ and became a {cholar
of the two free {chools of Alford
and Louth. He was defcended
from the ancient Smiths of Crud-
Jey in Lancaflire ; and his mother
fiom the Rickards, at Great Heck
in Yorkfhire. His patents, dying
when he was about thirteen ycars
of age, left him a competency, on

¥ The date of bis birthis not mentiosed, cnd the Eds
Jelt, either from bis biflary or other waterials,

which however he placed little va:
lue. His mind being inclined to
adventure, be had fold his booksand
fatchel, intending to feek s for<
tune at fea ; but the death of his
{ather prevented him. At the age
of fifieen his guardians bound him
an apprentice to Mr. 'I"homas Sen-
dall of Lyn, the principal mer-
chant in that pait of the country.
But his inclination for the fea not

tor cannot /El}?‘;"{}' the de-

being
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