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chriftianicy
as old as the creation, wun-
der this mock-title, has
made 1t bis real endeavouy
to vender all revelation wunneceffary
and ufelefs, to reprefent the chriftian
as unwortby of God, and veduce all
men to awhat he calls the religion of
nature. The greateft part of hus
book by far, 1s,indeed, no better than
impertinence, quite befides bis argu-
ment, It 1s declamation againft bi-

A goLry,
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gOoLIy, {uperftition, prieltcrafe, zhe
ufurpations of ecclefiafticks, their {pi-
ritual tyranny, and encroachments
undev facved and [pivitual pretences,
on the liberties and eltates of the
people awith awhich chriftianity  bas
nothing to do, but to condemn and
forbid fich tollies and faults. For
thefe the guilty only ave anfwervable
but to charge this guilt on the reli-
gion of Jelus, s fputeful and bare-
faced calumny. It favours, it coune
tenances, no one of all thefe ewils.
It forbids luperflition, it decries bi-
gotry, it condermns all wicked crafts,
i priefts and people, al/ ufurpation
over confcience, all dominion owver
the faith of mankind, all {piritual
tyranny, force and perlecution, alf
affeétation of lordlinefs, i minifters,
all thirft for worldly wealth - and
eftates, and greedinels of flthy

lucre.
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PREFACE 2

L7 any, calling themfelves the
minifters of Chnft, aét wm contra.
dition to thefé¢ charalters ov vules
of the gofpel, let the veproach be
flung n thewr own facess but let
not their wunchriftian and prepofie-
vous conduét be chavged on their
i’elz;gion, which fb plﬂinz_’y condenins
and forbids 1t. Let the guilty be
upbraided avith, and, if poffible, (ha-
med for, their criminal behaviour ;
but let not that be objeited to thetr
veligion, awhich (o manifeffly flies m
its tace, and is utterly irveconcilable
awith 1. It were full as veafonable
to veproach the religion of nature
aith all the wickednels of mankind,
as to reproach chriftian religion it/
the unchrifizan or antichridtian beba-
vionr of ecclefiafticks, avho profefs
it, and make this profeffion [ubferve
their ungodly purpofes and ends. o
avgue from this corruption and a-

A 2 bulfe,



4. PrR¥EFACE
bule, 2 derogation to our religion,

is not fobev rveafoning, but {piteful
calumny and railing. _And reafon
wfelf, fo wmuch cried wp and ap-
planded by this author, may be as
vighteotfly chavged and wreproached
aith all the evil, iniquity and mil-

chiet proceeding from ts abufe.

LET this author expofé thele
evils as beartely as be pleafes, and as
effecivally as be can.  Butr to argue
from them againit the chriffian ve-
Z.gio;z,_ s 10¢ Juf  an atfelf, nor
2eefe in him. It manifefls fenfe-
lef5 fpite agamft 1t 5 no veal dif-
ltke of mens abufe of 1wt in thefe
praétices, but varber a {ecret plea-
{ure that thele mifdeeds of theirs,
gwwe an handle 2o mifireprefént and
calumniate ﬂae. religion #hey j?roﬁﬁ.
If men heavtily hate fuch misbeba-

viony, and awould indeed oppofe and
veétify it, the moft effectual method

of
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of doing 1, s by fhewmg the
darknefs of fitch deeds,  zhe light
of that welgion, that 7s moft in-
gurionfly and infamoufly awrefted to

countenance them. Let bim yout
bigotry, {uperftition, prieftcrafe, ty-
ranny over conicience, perfecution,
a worldly, lorldly, domineering {pi-
vit out of all ecclehafticks, i be
can 5 or if be cannot, let bhim dif=
grace them awith all chriftian peo-
ple, he awi// do glorious férwice
berein to God and wmankind. ‘But
from thefe vices of theiwrs, 1o
take occafion to vevile and wvail at
chriftianity, mzf# ruin his defign.
Such barefaced f{pite agamft (o 1v-
veproachable, and excellent veligion,
will fhew tfelf too plainly thro
the thin difguife. Al the thinking
world awill fée, that 1wt is not
hatred to thefe wices in chriftian
minifters, but ill-will to chriftian
veligion itlelf, that s the true ori-

ginal
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ginal of the bideous outcry. T hey

avould mnot have thefe abufes re-
formed, but rathev continued, that
by this wmeans they wmay vid the
awovld of the wveligion ithey bate,
and all the teachers of it, how
well foewer qualitied for fuch an
office, bowewver blamelefs in it, and
bhow heartily foever they puvfite
the true and excellent ends of 1t :
And, il this can be efetted, may
hawe fome handle to bait them, and
blafpheme thety veligion.

I tHOUGHT 1t thevefore pro=
per to clofée ihe whole, avith a
{erious addrels o both clergy and
laity. If berein I bave ufed a
freedom, the 1mportance of tne mat-
ter, and the {tate of things amongft
us, wmuff be my excufe. Was
~ there not a caule: <dhe guilry
only awill be provoked, and {ome of
them, perbaps, umprefsd. T hoféwho

are
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are guiltlels, and thorowly believe
thewr veligion, and yield to its
power and wfluence, and endeavour
to bonour it by a {uitable converfa-
tion, awill bear awuh it, if they
may not throughout approve it.

T B L



T rEess SnaLL clofe my Remarts on [ DLs
3 gt Author, with an humble and ferious
gt Addrefs to both Cleigy and Laiy,
Chriftian Minijlers and the Chivjlian
People, to exert themliclves, and ufc
their moft hearty Endeavours, that the Religion
of ¥efis may fhine out with an amiable luftre
in their own lives, that others feeing their good
wworks, may glorify their faiber, <who s in bea-
wveiry and that they would #o lefs heartily endea-
vour, as far as their influence, 1 their {feve-
ral places, may contribute towards 1r, that thelr
heavenly and excellent religion may diffule 1ts
power amongit others ; that there may not be
{fo many, under the chriftian name, that hive
in open defiance with all religion, whether na-
tural or wrevealed. 'The bad lives of thofe who
profefs their holy religion, are, to ferious chrif-
rians, matter of grief, and fome complaint 5 10

the
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the mouths of infidels, matter of reproac’. This
indeed is very unjuft as to our religion : It
were to be wifhed, one could fay, it were as
utterly unjuft with regard to both miniffers, and
cven many of its bearty friends. But, do they
all do what they can, or what they oxght, to re-
move this reproach? Do they exert themfelves
as they /bould, in their feveral ftations - for the
reforming thofe praétices, of which themfelves
complain, and, on account of which, wnbe-
lievers fo loudly clamour againft chriftiani-
2y ¢ It is to be feared, rhe bef herein are
too defetive. But I hope I may be born
with in doing the beft I can, on fo awful an
occaflion,

ADDRESS
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EARNKE E T the moft reverend, right reve-

gi&  rend and reverend clergy, and all
. > who call themfelves the minifters
A ‘é}'—*‘g of Chriff, bear with the free-
A4y dom needful on fo fad an occa-
ion. The matter will not allow of any daub-
ng.  ‘T'he great corruption of mens morals, vifi
ble and general amongft us, can neither be con-
cealed nor palliated. The #mpicty and profasne-
nefs, the leudnefs and debauchery, the riof, luxuiy
and tutemperance, the couzenage and deceit, the
falfbood and perfidy, the iujuftice, oppreffion, wvio-
lence and robbery, the detrafiion, calumny and
Slanders of multitudes are notorious. Thefe open
and {candalous trefpafles on the laws of nature,
are, by izfidels, made the reproach of owur reli-
gion. And are not its minifters bound and con-

B 2 cerned



12 The CL O S E.

cerncd to do all they can to wipe it off ¢
fdowever iojurious this reproach be to theii re-
higron, 1w wiil {tick to theinfelves, 1t they do not
cxert themiclves to this purpofe 3 and that in
fuch a manner as fhall make it vifible to all
mcn, that they are indeed (be mivifters of true
vedicionr, and much more concerned for its ho-
nouir and advancement, than any honours and
cmoluments of their owi.

1o what purpofe 15 it to boaft of poweis
;0 uvc’d from Chiift, of a cemmiffion divine o
mainiier I noly things, or a fucceffioiz in office
L0 z*-‘cf*?;: s, 1T the bu Zm"ﬁ of this office 15 neg-
bodin d, the irtent of this commiffion difregarded,
and u;]zglon lizs bleeding, and wickednefs {preads
triunmhantly s thro’ the crimiral wneglelts, or bad
exawzide of them who pretend to bear it ? What
15 thc office tor 7 what the p(r“@t‘s annexed to L 7
Andwhat arc one or the other, if [feparated from

cheir fiwe cnds ¢ Did Chizfi come down from
heaven to be rich and great, and honoured a-
moeng men ¢ was this his end in tcaching them
Qe :f*,,.hl,; ? or to bring, men to know and
tcar, and love, and ferve the hiving God, and be-~
come lnxe Inm to teach them to be pure 1n
;*wf f, and fm} 12 all inawner of converfation 2 to

;zﬂ and leizjly Liwe and faitifuly to be com-
ffj puale and  Kind, benevelent and wufeful 3 and
that, in ever Y I'C].-,].T.IOI‘] whether more extenfive
or confined ?  And did he inftitute a wminifiry
for any other ends? And can tbey ever main-
tain the Aoiour of their charaéter in this of-
fice, ever fairly challenge, or reafonably expelt
cfteem in 1t, who etther live themfelves at va-

fafice with the /awws of Corifl, or at lealt quite

neglect

"y
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neglect and forget 1ts ends, and fhew much more
concern for thelr own mtereﬁs honours "and
powcers, than for the hoxnour of their Malfter,
the /[alvation of fouls, or the promoting found,
I‘PIIG“!OI‘I . that I mean, which will mend the hesr tg

fhme out 1n the Zg/.f’ und render men truly good,

virinons and diviie € .

CurisTiaN relicion has indeed intersnal ex-
celleancies to recommend 1ty but it muft be ex-

emplified, and fet to view in the lives of them
who preach it, ere 1t will effectually rcach the
hearts of the bulke of mankind. .L\nd thole mi-
nifters and preachers of 1t, who thew no jincere
regard to 1t in their own conduct, will thereby
much more effcétually hinder its fuccef:a, than
they can hope by their fineft oratory to recom-
mend 1t, 1f fuch men could ever really have
this in view. They will much more /live it
dewn, than they can ever preach 1t up. They
muft thew that they themfelves rudeed believe 1t,
and, live under 1ts influence, who would per-
fuade others thus to believe and live. They
whofe lives ftand in oppofition to .the Laws of
Chrift, will hardly perfuade men that they be-
liecve the religion they preach: And whar muft
this infinuate, but that they are prompted to
preach Dby 05/9&‘ motives than a value for 1c?
that this 1s their trade, whilft themfelves think
their religion not worth their regard. And why
fhould others pay an higher regard to it than
they? 'This 1s not a juft inference. Indeed
religion fhould be regarded for what it is In
itfelf, whether they who preach it practife it or
ne. But the inference 1s but too common and
natyral, and a clergyman or minifter opeily

“’IC]&.Gd
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wicked and i1mmoral, 1s anfwerable for a// t/¢
mifchief confequent upon it.

BuT where this 1s not the cafe, nor are
clergymen notorioufly victous and imimoral, yet
if a /felfifh {pirit manifeftly {ways them, and
reigns in them, this will raife prejudice againit
themfelves and their religion. If they are
worldly, ambiticus, imperions, orv tyrapnical. I
their authority, efteem, and revenues are dear-
cr to them than real religion and the common
falvation. Self fhould be honeftly difclaimed by
them, in every thing they do. They are not to
preach themfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord 3 and
themfelves the peoples  fervants, for Fefus [ake.
‘Whatever their powers be, they are but thole of
miniflers of Chrit, and jfervants ot the people
for his fake. ZLordfbip and dominion over mens
confciences, bodies or eftates, belong not to
them ; and it thould be made appear, in their
whole conduét, that they challenge nothing like
it. Their mafter’s dof7rines, according to the
beft of their {kill, they are to preach ; butnot
their own Schemes, or the tenets of a party 3
nor make anv thing weceffary to be believed in
order to falvation, but what 1s plainly declared
fieh, in the word of truzth. Nor are they to
denounce tie wrath of God againit unbelievers,
as if 1t were under their direction, and much
lefs their ow#; cor do any thing that jooks
like claiming dominion over the faith of chriftians.
Chrifi’s rules of life, with the fanftions by which
he has enforced them, they are plamnly, and
fairly, and fully to explain, inculcate, and fet
before mankind ; but are to add no fanffions of
their own, to give additional weight to bzs. Itis

2
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4 vain thing in itfelf, and an impeachment of
his wifdom. His éffituted rites, as inftrumental
duties of religion, they are to obferve and ad-
minifter ; but not prefume to mend or better
his #eligion by Ilbeir 0wn; no, nor lay a greater
firefs on his, much lefs on the adminiftrator of
them, than the nature of the thing requires.
They are of no ufe 1n religion but for the fake
of their ends: if thefe are anfwered by them,
what matters it who adminifters them. But if
they are fet In the room of their end, ormade
to deftroy it, they are not, in fuch cafe, chriftian
#ites, but corruptors of chriftian religion, as all
of mere hbuman device have more or lefs been.
And it fhould be their honeft and hearty en-
deavour, that a// their miniftrations may {pread
eligion and virtue among thofe to whom they
minifter ; may reach their hearts, and regulate
their lives. Without doing thus they pervers
their office, make it crofs its original purpofes,
at lealt fthew no becoming concern, that it may
reach 1ts proper ends. They neither ferve
Chrift, por the jfouls of men, but themfelves
only ; which, inftead of {preading and recom-

mending religion, is the likelieft way to bring
both i¢ and zhem/felves into difgrace,

T uz= only proper method to procure refpe&t
in any ftation, 1s to deferve 1t by a faithful
difcharge of one’s truff in 1t. And thofe who
are for {ecuring and enlarging the temporal emo-
(uments of the Jfacred funition, whillt they fthew
no becoming concern to dilcharge the dutics of
1t, or to make it reach its end, fet their reli-

gion 1n a very falfe light, and give a very odd
jample of it to mankind. They fhew very little

of
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of the rrue [pirit of their mafter, whofe kingdom
was not of this world ™, nor did he evcr intend
that the munifters of it fhould be maintained or
enriched at the coft of others, without a ferious
concern to make them truly good. If he has
ordained, that they who preach the gofpel, [honld
live of the gofpel, it 1s no ordinance of Ais, that
thofe who do nof preach 1t, or, if they do, preach
without any ferious concern to {pread {found and
{piritual religion, fhould yet, in virtue of that
office, engrofs all the wealth they can, and
live 1n worldly afflucnce and fuluefs, pomp and
grandenr, and 1n fenfual pleafures and de-
lights. 'T'his had been to authorize their ma-
king merchandize of fouls, the wvileft traflick 1n
the world. And it 1s no wonder if, when men
boaft an office of hesveily original, and claim
powers and honours that are divine, whilft they
fhew little of an beavenly [pirit, or a fiame of
zzind truly divine, that they fhould make /lizzle
nnprelfion on the confciences and hearts of men,
or infufe but little of that boly and Leavenly re-
ligion 1into them, which they pretend a commit-
iion, and oftentunes the fole comifvi:, to teach
and propagate.

WourLop thecdlergy, would all chrijiian miniflers,
ftudy to be indeed enfamples to their flocks, to
make 1t cvident that they feek not theirs but
themm, and are much more concerned for their
{alvation, than any worldly interefts of hcir o10m
and therefore even fravel in birth to fec Fefus
Chrift (or the true chrittian {pirit) formed in them +,
to make them devout lovers of God, and fiicere

lovers

* John xviiu, 30. T 1 Cor. ix. 14.
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jovers of men, and practicers of all wvirtue:
Would they fthew that their beart 1s 1in  their
work, and that what they chiefly aim at is the
true defign of their office s would they for this
end not only diligently and faichfully preach iz
publick, but by privare and perfonal inftruction,
even of the pooizit and meancft belonging to
their charge, endeavour to convey religion into
their bearts, to beget in them the #rue fear of
Go p, a concern for the purity, peace and per-
feftion of their own minds, and a geunerous love
and good-will extending to their whole kind,
with a regard to all the fpecial duties owing ta
more confined relations : and this without lay-
ing greater flre/s on externals in religion, the
rites, the circumffances, the flirts, the fringes of
it, or zice, curious, cuaning and deep {peculations
in it, than is fit, or can reafonably be thought
becoming a religion fitted to perfons of all
ranks and conditions 5 without lifting them into
feéts and pariies, fireing zeal and deftroying love,
and all the good offices which as men and chrif-
tians they owe one another : would they make
them fenfible, that as iz many thirgs we do all,
even the very beft, offend, {o we are all liable
to miftakes 3 and therefore that they thould for-
bear one another in love : and where ¢iwe Jove
to Gop, and a concern to pleaje him, difcover
themfelves in ary, and a ftudy, as far as they
bave attained, fo walk by the fawe rule, and wmind
the fame things, they fthould- be thought diftiples
of the fame mafter, and /fervants of the fame
G op, and fhould be owned as fuch, tho that in
which 2bey are otberwife minded be wnot yet re-
vealed 1o them 3 according to that maxim of our
Saviour, they whe are not againft us, are for us ;

C and
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and that all men must kiow bis difciples by their
‘wving cie angtoer, they would diretly purfue

/-

the end; of thewr office, and In a great mea-
ture rake away this reproach out of the mouth

A .. 1./.
5 :f{ffaa’z—/.}.

Wourp wmy lords the bifhops remember,
that thofe who labour in the word and dafz’mw
zie fo be conuted worthy of double bonour, and
would herem be examples to all their {ubject
clergy s or, if they did not conftantly preach,
would yet infpect their diocefes with care; vific
cach p&n{h in them, inquire into the lgpours,
2:1alifications and converfation of the parifh mini-
flers 5 countenance and encourage thofe they find
faitbful, and fharply rebuke the lazy, the woridly,
th“ luxxrious, and all who by their rregular
condudt 'md behaviour are a Jfcandal to their
function s and not let the courtly part of their of-
fice intrench upon the cbrfﬂian.

Wourp our dignfred clergy live upon their
Ciires, CnCOUTage piety and virtue by their /lives
and laoonrs 1n their function 3 and not leave their
rroper bufiiefs to raw and Infufficient journey-
inon, and ftarve their curates into the bargain ;

whil they enjoy themfelves at eafe on the profiis
uf their livings, without any due care in re-.
mn for the peoples {ouls 3 tho they can find

cifure to {eek for better preferments or be-

:‘!*jﬁﬂ‘f‘f.

Wourn all the clergy, all preachers and
ceachers of all denominagions, all who call them-
{elves the minifiers of Chrift, whether in the
ight line of defcemt or not, with commendable

emulation
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emulation ftudy to out-do each other in Aelinets
of life, rcgularity of condult, applicativn to their
proper worlk, and the moft zcealons endeavonrs to
make all of whom they bave or take the charge,
not churchinen, not feflaries or parly-meir, nor
- catholicks of a particular cut, butr catholicks
indecd, real chritiaps, fincere penitents, /ruie be-
flicvers 1n, and followers of Ch#iff, fincerely .-
voted to God, and hearty Zsvers of men, and
ftudicus of their own purity and perfection, in a
word, truly wife and good ; chriftianity would
again refume 1ts luftre, exert 1its power, and ap-
pear, hke itfelf, a rehgion werthy of Gnd. Vice
would then be out of countenance, irreligion and
profanenefs would be under difgrace, and #wnbe-
lievers would have nothing with which to re-
proach either chriftianity, or its minifters.

BuT whilft the minifters of Chrift, in higher
or lower {tations, inftead of alting this pars, thew
that they are under the influence of a wor/dly,
covetoys, ambitions, or lordly {pirit, and more con-
cerned for their owwn wealth, and eafe, and pomp,
and power, than for the honour of their Redeemer,
the intereft of true, inward and {ound religion,
and the fox/s of the people ; they will never a-
void reproach and contempt ; and, to their own
great guilt, will involve chriftianity 1n the fame
reproach, and render zhat defpicable, as well as
themfelves, Every thing that has a tendency to
{erve themlelves, without any plaiz and direl? ten-
dency to the honour of God and the good of
mens {ouls, will opez the mouths of men againit
them, where the dread of punifhment does nort
keep them fhut ; or elle create an averflion to
religion for their fake, who pretending to be

C 2 mint-
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minifters of 1t, do not heartily {et themf{elves to

promote 7f5 Interefls, but mamfeftly make # fub-
ferve their own.

Y o.u cannot be ignorant of the oxfcries made
by unbelievers on this head 5 how many pages
of the piece T have remarked on, are filled with
thefe outcries 2 A plain Evidence, that this, ar
leaft, is the moft popular argument for infidelity.
How loudly are we told, that all religion, be-
fides that of nature, 1s prieficraft 3 the contriv-
ance of 1ts minifters to enrich and advance
ihemfeives, and cnflave mankind ¢ That even
chriffian minifiers, {o called, have corrupted re-
ligion with a multitude of jfuperfitions and rizes
of thzir cwn devifing, and drefs’d it up in ex-
ternal gaudinefs and pomp, to bewitch the fen/es
and ‘maginations of men ; and this way deprave
their tatte, lead them off' from what is /fpiritual
and real in religion, and bring them 1nto a flavi/b
dependance on themfelves? That by a pretence
to {piritual powers, they have enflaved mens con-
feiences firft, and by degrees have joftled kings out
of their thrones, trampled on their necks, dif-
pofed of their jeepfers at pleafure, and have,
by the moft bloody perfecutions, f{upported and
eftablithed their dominion, laid wafte the fineft

countries, and carried mhumanity and barbarity
higher than ever pagaens did.

T oo much of thisis too true to be denied.
The fafls are flagrant. Chbriftian religion 1s, In
wfelf, a plain, fimple, rattonal and {pirtual
religion. Its  wecefJary defivines are but few,
and fummed up In the apoftle’s creed, or

EVen
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even ¥ one much fhorter 3 1n this, as Irenaeus,
Teriullian, &c. tell us, both learned and un-
Jearned agreed. The latter owned #o /lefs, the
former no more, as neceflary to {alvation. Its
rites are only two, baptifm and the lord’s fup-
per, Its precepts are all either the plain duties
of nature, or thofe founded on the Redeemer’s
office, the peculiar dofirine of the Gofpel. But
how many articles of faith have from time to
time been {uper-added, ull the faith of /fome
churches, even among protcftanis, amount to a
volyme 2 how many rituals have been introduced
into divine worfhip? and how little have the
effential things of religion, mean while, been re-
garded ? how fierce have been the difputes of
chriftian leaders, for the pure faith of the golpel,
in pretence 3 but, w falf?, for power and domi-
nion ? how ready havethey been to level curfes at
each other’s head, when they had no other way to
avenge themfelves on diffenters, and damn all
who would contradiét or oppofe them? And
when the civil power was "on their f{ide, and the
fword 1n their hands, how ready have they been
to force compliance with their diftates, their
favourite [chemes and terms, and their imaginary
improvements of their Redeemer’s religion: to
imprifon, fine, drive inlo exile 5 tO hang, buri,
torture, nay, maffacre by thoufands thofe who
ftood in their way, or they thought meet to re-
proach with the odious names ot bereticks or
Jehifmaticks? It 1s no wonder fuch meafures, {uch
practices fhould fhock human nature, give men
a frightful idea of thofe who ufed them, and

pre-

* See all the ancient creeds collefled in my Lord King's Enquiry
:nto the conftitution of the primitive church.  Parz i,
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prejudice them againft a #seligion, from whence
its preachers pretended to fetch a warrant for
them. What can give a more borrid notion of
chriftianity, than to imagine it authorizes {uch
powers or practices : or that it was defigned, by
fuch difhoneft, cruel and deftruftive methods to
eftablith 1ts minifters dominion over mankind ?

Thls 1S not indeed C/?J‘iﬂ‘icz}zﬁy, but (zfzzz'_(bréﬂj_'_.
anifm,

AcainsT this fpirit, and every thing thar
borders on it, or bears refemblance rto it, all
who have the honour of their religion at heait,
fhould guard with the utmoft concern. The re-
ligion of your mafler, if you are indeed the mi-
nifters of Fefus the priunce of peace, is founded in
Jove, the molt glorious and aftonithing love ; it
breathes love and good-will to men in every part
of 1t, and diffules peace and calm thro’ every
mind that embraces it, and were 1t generally
and beartily embraced, would fpread a calm over
the face of the whole earth. It forbids in its
miniflers all ambition of mafterfhip or dominion.
Hymality 1s thewr greateft grace and honour.
He ftands foremofit in his great Lord’s efteem,
not who has the /largeft revenues, the molt fwel-
ling titles, or molt numerous vaffals, not who can
belt  accominodate himielf to tne humours of
courtiers, or recommend himfelf to the great ones
of the earth; but who condefcends to the loweft
offices tor the good of thofe to whom he mi-
nifters, and readily makes himfelt tbe fervant of
all. Plainnefs and fincerity, without any thing of
tricking art, or covered felfith views, 1s what
{hould diftinguith every honeft man 3 and what is

a mnifter of Chrift without this character? He
him-
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himfell covered no {felfith defigns with [facred
pretences; but dented himfelf, and made felf-denial
the firft lefion in his {chool, the firft duty of
his difciples, what was to be laid as the founda-
tion of all the reft ; and can artful, reigning
telfithnels becomme his minifters? No affectation
of preeminence or dominion appeared in him, tho
he was lord of all. Nor can {uch a difpofition ever
fuit the minifters of one, whofe kingdom: is not of this
world, but thofe only of an earthly prince. Buc
to acquire fuch power by a7/, and {upport it
by force, by cruelty and perfecution 5 to teize and
worry, to hurt and deftroy thofe who will not
fubmit to it, isto fly in the face of your mafter
and Ais religion. He {lought no pirofeffors of re-
ligton but fincere believers of it, no fubjeéts burt
volunteers 3 {uch as on full conviftion gave him at
ence their #zames and bearts. Force may make
bypocrites, never can make cbriftians and believers.

Faith muft infinuate into the bears, can never be
beatenn into the head.

Fides fuadenda eft non imperanda. Lactant.

EvEry thing then that looks like /(elfi/b cui-

ning, like affefiation of empire and dominion over
coniciences, bodies or eftates ; every thing thac

has the a@ppearance of forcible conflraint, and much
more of burtful revenge and rage, againft modeft
diffenters, or more daring oppofers, miniiters
fhould cautioufly avoid and fhun. If by pro-
per arguments they can convince or filence gain-
fayers, if by meek mnftruction they can reclaim

thofe who oppofe themfelves, if by motives and
methods evangelical, that 1s, both reafonable,

wije and kizd, they can prompt and prevail with
men
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men to embrace the religion of Fe¢fus, but efpe-
cially come under it power, in God’s name let
them do 1t, they are but doing their duty. And
the more induftrioufly and heartily they labour
this, the better s they’ll be heard with good
liking, attention and regard ; they’ll beget an
¢efteen for their religion in the hearts of men,
if they cannot perfuade them to be réeligious.
But if they feem to have a deign upon man-
kind, to aim at blinding and enflaving them,
and much more to have a /pize againit them,
and make them {fuffer bard/bips, if they will
not bend obfequioufly to their will, or vield
themfelves to their awcition and guidance 3 this
will make themfelves {ufpeéted and hated, if not
their religion too, tho nothing can be more
inconfiftent with 1t, than {uch a conduét is : no-
thing more #nratural 1n 1its minifters, than fuch
behaviour, the minifters of the lowly, beavenly,
houeft, wmeck, merciful and benevolent Redeemer,
Muft not every thing loirdly, worldly, artful, im-
petnous, infurious or cruel, look quite out of cha-
ratter in Ais minifters ¢

A s miniflers value the bonotr of their mafter,
the credit of Ais religion, their otws ufefulnefs in
their office, and their jufl effcesn amonglt men
founded thereon, let them avoid whatever gives
greund for fufpicion here, IL.et the lowly, hea-
venly, condefcending /ririt 3 the plain and un-
difguifed condué? of their master, be as confpi-
cuous as pofiible in them. L.t them appear
to be acted by the fame principles, and carrying
on the fame bensvolent defigns, in the fame kind
and merciful methods, without /felfifh views, with-
out any encroachments on the 7ights and lberties

of
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of mankind, #natural or civil, if they would flop
the mouths of nfidels, and recommend the re-
ligion they preach. Nothing but this fair,
open, confiftent dealing with the world, and fin-
cere endeavours to make their conduét fuiz wirh,
and ferve the true deflign of then office, will
ever procure them the regard owing to cbrif-
tian mmnifters, nor keep up in men a true re-
verence for chriftianity. If this be their de-
fion 1ndeed, it will be made appear in their
whole condull: If any other defigns that are
felfifh and inconfiftent with the nature and true
initention of their office (tho this be made the
gronnd of their pretenfions) they muft lofe their
efteem with the tbinking part of mankind. They
will call 1t, and not unjuftly neither, priesi-
eraft 35 and, If they are ewemies, will improve
1t to the dzﬁzd'vcmmge of chrlﬂlamty burt if not,
they can have no very advantageons or boioii-
able 1deas of {fuch muinifters.

In Ih‘o‘rt, the ministers of Fefus, are fent out
to preach and propagate his religion, the frue
religion of nature, with merciful evaungelical ad-
ditions fitted to the finful ftate of mankind,
and to prevaill on mankind to embrace 1t, and
come under ifs power. Far thii they are put
into office. For this enly 1s their office honour-
able. He who purfues not this end, by wha:-
gver commiffion he a&s, 1s no chriftian minifter,
nor does deferve, nor ever will procure the re-
gard of fuch an one, with perfons of any found

J'Z’J{ﬁf’.

But if other defigns inconfiftent with the true
adature of their office thew themfelves ;3 if inftead
‘ D of
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of promotingreal, inward fpiritual religion ; if in-
{tead of endeavouring to make men wife, and good,
and virtuous, they labour to make them credulous
and fuperstitious, fond of gomp, and gaudinefs and
outward fhew 1n religious worfhip, {fubmit to their
rule, implicit receivers of their diffates, and
blind reverers of their authority, and labour to
awe them into this by the powers of the world,
get injurions, oppreflive, cruel or  fanguinary
{aws, againft thofe who difpute their claims,
diffent from them, or demy them the fubmiffion
they expect, ftir up the civil power to profecute
them as offenders, that i1s, in other words, to
perfecute them : 1f they aCt a part fo unnatural,
indecent and wunfuitable to their religion, and
their own charaéier, they will not appear to
the thinking part of the world as the miniffers
of Chrift, but a fett of men, who, in the name
of Chryt, are advancing themfielves, and endea-
vouring to bring mankind into bondage to them,
and that by no very fair, buman, or recom-
mending methods. And hence the inference is
but too eafy and natural, either their religion
countenances them Hherein, or it does nof. If not,
svhat are they, who abufe and belie it with fuch
pretenfions ? 1f 2 does, does not the whole
look like the artful contrivance of defigning
men? |

Is it likely that the Son of God came down
from heaven, on fixh an errand, to make his
minifters lords of the earth, or lords in it, and
bring the reft of the world into blind vaffal-
age to them, and dependance on them? whilit
they tThew but istle concern to make men truly
religious, lovers of God and of mankind? and
| R o 7 difcover
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difcover much more oppofition and exmity to fuch
as pay not expected reverence to them, than
thofe who violate the plaineft laws of nature,
and make a louder outcry againit thofe they
ftigmatize with berefy and fchifm, than thofe who
are guilty of riot, drunkennefs, leudnefs, adultervy,
nay, robbery and murder. Can the world believe
fuch men are 1n earneft the minifters of Chrifi,
or trye religion ? or if they do, what a wnotion
muft they have of true religion, when fuch
men feem 1n ecarneft only to ewrich and aggran-
dize themielves, and fettle their /piritual empiie
over men !

It is this mixture of the jfpirit of the world
with religion that has been the great corrupter
of it, and opened the mouths of iu/idels againit
it, where they have /iberty of [peech, and made
others fecret enemics to it, where their mouths
are padlock’d, and fuch fieedom dangerous. And
chriftian veligion will never diffule icfelf widely
among men, nor refume its primitive luftre, tll
its minifters are the fame plaiin, boneft, artlefs
men as were the apoffles 3 as careful to fet 1t
in the view of the world in their own fair ex-
ample, as little concerned for revenue and power,
and as mwuch concerned that men thorowly bde-
lieve, heartily embrace and faithfully praciife the
religion of their Mafter, as openly profefs Ir.
This laft requires but /ittle pains, and deferves
7o great pay: where fuch profeflion is the fafbion
rulers countenance it, and men of all ranks are
in it. The bulk of mankind eafily and na-
turally come into the rulers fathion: #egis ad
exemplum, &c. butit requires ski//, and zeal, and
diligence, much bumility and felf-denial, much pains

D 2 and



58 The CL O S E.

and application, to bring men to the hearty
belief and practice of it 3 and indeed that it be
fet before them, n a fair attrafZive example.
This fhould be the chief concern of all who
call themlielves the minifters of Chrift, and will
be fo, 1if they are truly fuch. ‘This, and this
only, is the likely way to ftop the mouths of
infidels, and make the religion of Fefus more
ogenerally fthew forth its power in the lives of
thofe who profefs 1t, and evidence that ¢ Man-
«“ kind are mended by it, and chriftians are
‘¢ arrived at an bigher degree of perfection, than
¢ the reft of the degencrate world?’

BuTt how guilty muft they be before God ?
how criminal in the account of all confiderate
men, who affume this facred charatter and of-
fice, value themlielves highly oz iz, and claim
much regard, and ample revenues and powers
in virtue of 1t 3 but inftead of /fpreading true re-
ligion, corrupt 1t, and inftead of mending man-
kind, make them worfe 2 and by their bad ex-
amfle, negligence, artifice, ambition, or prepofterous
zeal for the little things, the externals of reli-
gion, or the diftinguifhing terms or notions of
their own fect or party, countenance or con-
nive at wugodline/s or any immorality, or en-
courage [pite and i/l-will, rage and rancour in

thewr followers, and transform the profefs’d dif-
ciples of the meck and lowly Fefus, the lamb of
God, into wolves and fygers, and prompt them
to tear and devour one another under the no-
tion of enemies, nay, or thus to treat the avowed
enemies of their religion, in flat contradiftion to
their religton which every where breathes and in-
culcates the molt fervemt charity, and moft uxn-

feigned
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feigned and #nlimited good-will, and their Mafter’s

example, who came not to burt and deftroy, but
fave mankind.

L

M a v all the minifters of chrift be ferioufly
conicerned to filence thefe clamours of infidels a-
ogainft their religion, by a /pirit and carriage
fuited to it 3 and fhew themielves much more
intent on purfuing the true intereft of their
office, more concerned for their Mafler’s interest,
and the diffufing his religion into the hearts
of men, than for any intereft of zbeir own ; ene-
mies to craft, ambition, !yranny over fouls or
bodies, and all kind of perfecution. Magna eft
veritas, &5 praevalebit y great is truth, and it will
prevail : but then 1t muft not be difhonoured,

or betrayed, by thofe who are 1its votaries and
miniters,
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e T bR

SN N D now I turn myfelf to the
o0 laity, asthey are commonly called,
A Ok in contradiftinction to the clergy, the
I Dk c/)}zﬁmn pgopi;’, and that of Iall di-

i axs oxe o%e  ifinns and  denominalions. can-
R not but think there are fome chrif-
tian people amongft themall. And fureitis your
concern as well, tho not quite fo much, as that
of minifters, to remove this reproach, ard en-
deavour that unbclievers have lels ground to fay,
s¢ The world has not been mended f{ince the
““ days of the Roman emperor Tiberius, when
¢ firft their lord and mafter publithed his religion
¢ to the world.”” If your lives reproach religion,
if they give the enemies of it occafion to blafpbeme,
vou cannot be guiltlefs, You mult bear tbe blame,
which, by this means, will undefervedly be laid

3 on
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on your religion. Indeed itis wot fair, to take
an account of religion from ¢their hives who pro-
fefs it, but rather to judge of themn by the re-
ligion they profefs. But mankind in general,
have o0 biaffes 1n favour of true religion. They
are naturally unwilling to come under 7f5 bonds,
and are therefore glad of any occafion to ac-
cufe and reproact it, to excufe themielves. For
this reafon they will judge of it, not as it is
In itfelf, or as defcribed in the jacred inftitutes,
but as it appears 1n Zbe /lives ot chriftians, and

that too in the wor# part of their condué.
And the cafe ftanding thus, a// yox who call

yourfelves chriftians, fhould be careful, that #e
part of your condult may give occafion to fuch
calumnies and [flanders on your holy religion,
but endeavour that the dolirine of your God and
Saviour be adorned in all things by your conver-
fation. L.et me on this occafion fuggeflt fome
things wmeceffary to this end to yoz who are
chriftians indeed, and expoftulate with yox who,
under the chriftian zame, live at variance with

the religion you profels, and lead mmoral
lives.

Firft, To you who appear to be chriftians
indeed, true believers of the rehgion you pro-

fefs, and in the general live according to the
vules of your religion, look well to yourfelves,
that the enemies of your boly religion, take no ad-
vantage againft it from your own weakucffes and
Faults 5 and endeavour what in you lics, to make
othersy, under your influence, truly religious.

Firft, L.o ox to yourlelves, tbat 1o advantage
be taken againft wour wreligion by the ewncmies of it,
: g Y 244 5
" | 1hro®



32 The CL O S E.

1hro> your own weakneffes or faults. See that
yvou underfland your religion well, and the e-
vidences which fupport 1t. Take 1t niot merely
upon iruft, from parents, tutors, minifters or o-
thers, how bigh a veneration {oever you have
for them, or how deferved {oever it be. When
you are grown to ripenefs of underftanding,
examine for yourfslves, enter into the doftrines,
precepts, motives of your religion, into its #a-
tuve and defign, and the moment and importance
of 1ts {everal branches and appurtenances, that
you may diftinguifh a-right between things that
differ ; and not be the property, the blind im-
plicit followers, of any you either have or chufe
as your teachers and guides. Make nothing ef-
{ential to your religion, butwhat nature, reafon,
and the plain declarations of the word of God
make fuch ; left you depart from the fimplicity
of the gofpel, and condemn, dilown, hate and
perfecute whom your common Lord will accept
and approve, and become more zealous for a
snotion, a cevemony, a fect or party, than for what
15 effential to religion. Lay not the greateft
ftrefs on things of /¢fs moment. Confider well
that the exd of chriftianity 1s, to make men re-
ligious and wvirtuous, and let every thing be
valued, as it more or lefs {ubferves this defign.
Count nothing valuable in religion that has wo
fuch tendency ; and every thing that his a
counter tendency eiteem mifchievous, The very
doftrinzes of chriftianity themfelves, however fic-
ted to bononr God, and All the heart with
veneration for him, and devotion to him, are
of little fignificancy, any farther than they pro-
mote religious practice, and lead to univerfal
obedience. And 1f the faith or bkelief of thefe,

however
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however plain and important, and much more if
intricate, obfcure and of /l¢ff importance, lead
men off from the fludy and prafice of the cf-
fential duties of religion, the /love of God and
their neighbour, and the purifying their own
hearts, they are made to deltroy thewr owsz
ends.

DisTincursu well between the effentials
of vour religion, and the circumflantials and ag-
purtenances of 1t ; between the religion of the
end, and that of the means, and fee that they
be placed in due fubferviency, and that the lat-
ter be not {fubftituted in the room of the osber.
The doitrines of chriftianity, as has been juft
obferved, have a f{ublerviency to the farther and
higher purports of religion. But the rituals,
the miniflers of religion, their oftice, powers,
miniftrations, all the other appointed means of
religion are only for their higher ends, to bring
men to repent of fin, believe in Chrilt, returi to
God by him, and build them up in bolizzefs and
the pratice of every duty and branch of true
religion. Going to publick prayers, to hear jer-
mons, to receive the Lord’s jupper, are appointed
means of chriftianity. But if they are not pur-
fued into their proper confequences, and made
to promote their proper defigns and enus, they
are little better than profaned. Prayers arefor
the exercife and nflaming devotion, to own our
dependence on God, and exprefs our bope and
truft in him, and heighten and increafe them.
Sermon; are for inflrulting wus in religioufucfs, €X-
plaining and applying the {icripture do(trines,
rules and motives, that they may alfect the
keart, and influence and regulate the /life. The

E LO?';"ﬁE
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Lord’s fupper is intended to commemorate and
endear our Redeemer, and Zind the obligations
of our religion to all duties faffer about us. If
thefe means are not ufed to thefe ends, they are
abufed. If we attend on publick prayers, with-
out any devotion, without exercifing and In-
creafing dependence, hope and truft in God. If
we bear fermons only to tickle our ears, or ftuff
our heads, or furnifh matter of rtalk without
any, at leaft any due, concern, that our hearts be
affe€ted, and our lives regulated by the truths
we hear. If we attend at the table of the Lovd,
without awy concern to have our hearts enflamed
with #redeeming love, our {ouls moulded into an
evangelical temper 3 1f our repentance and faith
be not there exercifed and beightned, love to God
and our neighbour enflamed, and all the bonds
of duty hold us not the faffer; but if inftead
hereof, we are only religious jor zhe time, and
our bonds of duty fit logfer about us afterward,
we do but mock with God, and cheat ourlelves
with thofe obfervances, how divine {oever in
their appointment or inftitution. 1If 7itrals are
placed in the room of morals, efpecially thofe
of mere buman device, the traditions of men in-
{tead of the commands of God ; if the means
of religion are made to ftand inftead of the
end; 1if going to prayers, to hear fermons, to
the facrament, are made the whole of religion,
inftead of Aelps to the being religious, the very
defign of them 1s defeated, and chriffian inftitu-
tions {et in oppofition to chriftianity.

Guarp with utmoft caution and concern
againft fuch fatal miffake and abufe. Do not
place a 7ight bclief or a contentious zeal for i,

golng
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gong to church, hearing fermons, attending the
facrament, or attachment to any minifters, whe-
ther prelatical, or prefbyterian or popular ; whe-
ther iz the right line of fucceflion or out of
1t 3 in the room of inward, real giety, purity of
heart and life, or juflice, charity and cordial b:ne-
volerce towards your neighbour, towards all your
kind. It 1s not the chriftian name, but the divine
nature dilplaying 1tfelf in an holy, heavenly and
ufeful life, in the performance of every branch
of known duty to God and man, that muft prove
you chrifhians indeed. A chriftian’s faith muft be
Shewn by bis good works ¥, without thofe it is dead.
T He is not a chriftian, any more than a jew,
who is one outwardly only, in name, in fhew,
in form only ;5 but he is a chriftian who is one
inwardly, whofe beart feels the impreflion and
influence of the religion he profeffes, and whofe
life thews this In the faithful performance of
all kwnown duties, and whofe praife is not of men
but of God ; who defires and feeks the approba-
tion of God, not the applaufe or good word of
men,

A pmMmiT nothing into your religion, that is
fuperflitions and whimfical, filly or ridiculous.
Chriftianity 1s iz it/elf a plain, grave, rational
and {piritual inftitution, and built on the mofit
found and folid foundations. It has nothing in
it but what 15 wife and wortby of God. De-
bale it not by any fuperflitious and jfilly fancies.
You {ee what an bandle its enemies make of the

fuperftitions of chriftians againft their religion.
E 2 It

#* Jam. i1
+ Rom, 11. u/t.
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It is indeed a very wrong charge againft chrif-
tianity, buat too rnighteous a charge againft the
generality ot chriftians.  Guard againft this there-
fore with peculiar concern. Conceit no ima-
ginary boline/s 1n perlons, places, times or uten-
iils, as if, on fuch account, your {ervices would
be better accepted of God. Nothing can more
dsbafe the nature of chriftian worfkip, nor more
direCtly contradift the exprefs declarations of our
Savionr himifelf. He has told us, that * wbhere-
foewer two or three arve affenbled in bis name be
will be in the midlt of them. And that +, zbey
are the tirue worfbippers, who worfbip in [pirit and
in tyuih 3 and that the Father fecks [uch to wor-
Joip bim, whether they meet in a femple or
tabernacle, In a barn, or the open airy; whether
they have a publick minifter amongft them in
the /iplt line or out of it, or none but one
inade pro 7¢ nata, the beft qualified among them.

No T, indeed, but order 1is very requifite in
publick worthip, and a pwbiick perfon to mi-
nilter 1s requifite to the orderly adminiftration ;
but to make 1t more than a point of order,
and conceit that the adminiflrator is neceflary
to the acceptance of the worfbippers, or their
woifhip, is downright fuperftitious, It is the
fraine of [piriz 1n worfhip, that God alone re-
gards 5 1t this be 71¢bs, he accepts it 3 if wrong,
he rejects it @ nor do the faults or ill founded pre-
genfions of the minifter, in one cafe, render the
giizcere worfhip or worfhipper unacceptable, nor
the boly life or regular call and commifiion of

the

% Matt. Xviil. 26,
“'5* Jth iV. 333 24.
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the minifter, in the other, render what is in-
{incere acceptable. L.ay no ftrefs on perfons or
places, much lefs on the Aabits of the minifter
or ornaments of the place, or thew a fondue/s for
finery, external gaudinefs and fhew 1in worthip:

thev who meet to offer up their bearts to God,
will have /little régard to what may captivate the
eyes, or ftrike the mmagination. Thefe gay and
glittering appearances can never pe/p, but na-
turally binder devotion and {ipirituality in wor-
fhip. Outward pomp may fuit the tafte of an
earthly prince, who can fee no deeper than the
outfide. God, who can /look :nto the heart,
requires an Internal reverence and venecration,
fuch as external {hew cannot excite, but will na-
turally divert the mind from it. Make no zimes
holy, but what God himf{elf has made {fo, much
Jefs call days of idlenefs by facred names. Ima-
oine not that either long prayers or fhort ownes,
thofe by a jform, or thofe from the fiee fug-
geftions of a man’s own mind, render acceprable
to God ;5 1t 1s hearty and cordial devotion he
alone accepts : the words without the heart reach
not his ears, whether the church’s words, or thofe
of any privale perfon.

Bt as fenfible of the weaknefs of human un-
derftanding, and the failurecs and frailties of hu-
man conduct, as the matter requires, and there-
fore free from felf-concert and overbearing pride,
and forbearing and charitable to honeft minds
in differing ways of thinking. And as you pre-
tend not to be mpeccable, but iz many things
offend, tanly not yourfelves infallible, but own
you may iz many things miftake, and that pofli-
bly in matters wherein you are molt coufident.

And
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And as you would humbly hope for acceptance
with God, 'when you have fincerely {ought to
know and do his will, tho you may be guilty
of involuntary miftakes, have the /[fame bopes
concerning others, tho’ zbey may not think juft
as yor do, or exprefs themfelves in the /ame
words, when you have all good reafon to be-
lieve them as fincere 1n their endeavours to
pleafe God, as yourfelves, and love and efteem
them accordingly. Draw not as baseful inferences
as you can from other mens opinions, and
charge thefle on them as ‘ber fenfe, and make
this an occafion to abate your chritian love
(which in fcripture language 1s to bate in a
degree) or to feed jealoufies and fufpxions, and
by degrees wrath, and fpite, and ill-will, and
then perfecute with the fongue, and diftrefs in
their circumfiances, 1f you cannot farther hurt
or deftroy. Who when his lord comes, would
be found thus beating bis fellow fervanis?2 And
what is there, that gives thinking infidels a
greater prejudice againft the religion of Fefus,
than to f{ee his difciples treat each other in this
ynnatural manner ?

N av, as to thofe who difbelieve your holy
religion throughout, and give out that it 1s not
from God, endeavour to weaken its evidences,
nay, poflibly to render it ridiculous and hate-
ful, pity them, pray for them ; endeavour, as
you are able, i a fpirit of meecknefs, to fhew
the weaknefs of their reafonings, but forbear
your hands, If you cannot filence them with
argument, don’t fall on them with opprobrious
language, much lefs with more unchriftian #/age :
break not in upon thewr /liberties as men.

Join
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Join In no perfecution, no profecution of them,
What 1s virtuous iz 2bews, approve, conmmend.
Conger their averfions to your religion, by
kindunefs and gentlenefs. l.et them have full free-
dom to propofe their donbts, or offer their ar-
auments. If they treat the fubje€t with Zude-
cency, this muit recoil on ‘bemfelves, 1t canmot
hurt the chriftian caufe. And if they are men
of loofz lives, and corrupt morals, let not this be
made fue/ to a furious and flaming zeal, or
Janiiify wviolence and cruelty in you towards
them. At lealt let this be check’d, rtill you
find an equal, or even greater zeal againft thofe,
who, under the chriltian name, are Z/o/z and
immorel In their manners, tho they may be as
forward as any in their oppofition to unbelie-
vers, as jierce and clamorons againit them, For
thefe are the worfe enemies to chriftianity of
the two, They openly caft off' all reverences for
it, and fhew no regard to its /ews, whilft they
profefs to believe it, and glory in the chriflian
name 3 they are fraifors aswell as enemies, {peak
their Redeemer fair, and call bim Lord, yet in
fact renounce his authority, and declare, by their
behaviour, that they * will not have bim to reigir
over them. When ast every one who names the
name of Chrift, fhould depart from iniquity, or if
they dc not, Tas workers of iniquity be bid de-
part from bim. And as much as a perfidious
traitor 1s worle than an open and avowed ene-
my, {o much 1s a loofe, debauched or openly
immoral chriftian, than even a wicions infidel ;
and by the rea/ chniftian fhould be more dif-

hked

* Luke xix. 14.
+ 2 Tim. 1. 19.
I Matt, vii, 23.
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liked and fhunn’d, according to apoﬁohcal ad-
vice and dircftion, 7 wrote fo you iz an epiftie,
#not to company with fornicators : yet Wt altogether

with the fornicators of this world, nor with
But new I have wrillen to you 20t 10 keep com-

panyy if any man that is called a brother (viz.
chriftian) b¢ a fornicator ¢+ 1dolater, o7 railer, or

drunkard—— with fuch an one wno wnot to eat,
to have no friendly intercourfe.

T 1 a1 mufl therefore be an wiiatural and
prepofierons zeal, that flames out again{t an in-
fidel however wicked, and at the {fame time ca-
refles an immoral brotber. Whereas the apoftie
forbids all friendly intimacies with zbe laft, when
he allows them with he otber. lL.et your dif-
pleafure better {fuit the apoftle’s direction, and
rifle highelt againft thofe who, 1n Ais account,
are ;}zoﬂ criminal. But let not your zeal againft el-
ther bemi/chicvons 3 hate that character moft which
is indeed the worlt, but hurt neither., A loole
infidel 1s nothing near fuch a monfler as a loofe
chriftian. Z/0e¢ fir# alts in more confiftency with
himfelf and principless 2be lg/t flies direltly in
the face of hisreligion ; his therefore is a cha-
raéter the mwoft deferving blame 5 and every real
chriftian fhould efteecm 1t fo. But to have a
fondnefs for fuch an one, to fignify good likiizg to
bun, or approbation of him, when 2 man’s blood
boils at zhe ether, and he i1s avoided, hated and
purfued with hurtful r4ge and wvengeance, 1s ina
true chriftian an unnatural and prepofterous con-
duct; 1t muit give an infidel an apprehenfion of

his weaknefs and wnconfiftency, or give him a very
difadvantageous notion of his religion. For he

muit think either he does not underftand it 3 or
nat
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hot ¢ 7 according to 1t; or he mult chink his
religion counternances immorality, and rthat the
profeffion of it, if attended with Datred and op-
pofition to thofe who difbelieve it, will atone
for the moflt flagrant violations of che /gws of
nalitre.

L. e T not religious fervices, or exerciles of
devolion, interfere with other duties of the fami-
ly, any more than family affairs joftle out de-
votion. Afford a proper time for each. Nor
let any private duties hinder more unportant
ones you owe the publick. In your deaiings
be bonefl, be punctual to your words, and faich-
ful to your promifes, let nothing that has tbe ap-

pearance of deceit or tricking, be feen in any part
of your conduét.

Nor think yourilelves, nor give tbe world
occafion to think, religion 1s a fillen, four, wmo-
rofe or melancholly thing, or 1nconfiftent with
any frue #ules of civility, courtefy or good man-
ners. Endeavour by meeknefs and gemilenefs, by
tendernefs and pity, by courtefy and kindnefs, by
condefcenfion to inferiors, by all good offices to
thofe you can ferve and reafonably oblige, to
fhew that your religion is the b:/f natured in
the world, and that unfeigned good-wi// to man-
kind runs thro’ it all. It will, if duly followed,
grace and recommend thofe in higheft rank, and
moft politely bred. It will #econcile thofe 1n
meaneft ftate to cheir condition and circum-
ftances, make them grateful to benefalltors, of-
fervant and obliging to fupﬁ:rlors and contented
and eafy 1n their ftations, and thus cement man-
kind of all forts and ranks, and tig them to-

k gether
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octher by the fweetefl and the fronee/f bands.
Labour heartily, whatever your condition in the
world be, fo to live and act, that your religion

may appear, 1n 1ts own amiable and engaging
form,

A np yor, who have ability, be {ure to re-
commend your religion by deiug good in pro-
portion, even ai/ the good you cans fo T do
good aind communicalc forget oty for with fich fa-
ciifices God is well pleafed,  Remember that thole
who aire ® rich 11z this world, ave charged ot to
be bigh minded, nor tryft in wuncertain wviches, bu?
iin the living God, who giveth wus all things rich-
Iy loeijoy s 1o do good, to be wich in good works,
ready 1o deftribule, [ree to communicate.  Nothing
is more nawnalwral v a  chriftian  than  greedy,
gripingand opfreffive meafures In getting wealth,
or a peurrions, naivow [uil, that {feems to grudge
bimfelf, and thgfc to whom he fhould impare
the wealth with which the Lord of all entrufts
him. lcis the bleffineg of God maketh #ich. And
thofe whom he thus Dblefles, are but his
flewards, and the difpeifeis of his bounty. Pait
indeed 1s their own property, and to be ufed
for themfelves, but part they are bound to
communicate to thofe who need, If chriftians
kecp that wealth wholly to themfelves, or hoard
it up for their defeendants, much more for they
know not who, which God requires them to
{catter, for the fervice of their country, for pro-
moting the good of mawkind, cither {fpiritual or
temporal, for the encouragement of the indu-

Sfirious,

L Heb. xiii.

* 1 Tmm. vi. 17, 181
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Jlrious, or refrefhing the bowels of the ne-e/:-
tous, they wrong /.:um, are unfaithful in their
truft, injurious to their fellow cicatures, and de-
prive themfelves of the fatisfaction and {olace
which a benevolent mind feels in doinz goad to
others. They often lay up what the next taker
lavifhes away, and make provifion for the 7w
of their children, inftead of laying up for them-
felves a good foundation for the time to come, that
they may lay bold of cternal life.

W aT can be morce incongruous, what more
refroachfi/ to the chriftian profeffion than fuch
a narrew flingy fou/, fo gralping and yet {o
clofe a fisf ¢ An nfanate greedinels for gain,
without an heart to do awy good, with what
one has to {pare? How unlike the example
of the blefjed Redcemer 1s this, who tho * be
bad not wheire to lay bis bead, - weit about do-
ing good. Flow unlike the bleled God, wholl s
good and doth good. How little of that ZG’W Riircdnefs
and good-w0i(/ does 1t mamfelt, which are fo much
inculcated by the precepts, and prompted by
the motives of the gofpel, and recommended by
our Lord’s example? what evidence can there
be of reigning love to $5od or men In onc
F who /chz;zé his world’s g0dds [ees ollicis in wrait,
and yet withholds his hand? T'hoie who are /-
deed touch’d with a fenfe of God’s love, his fice
and andeferved love, his #ich and ﬂmuzmr mer-
cy, in Chriff Fefus to finful men, mull bave

| ) How-

* Luke 11. 58.

T Alts 1. 38.

" Pfal. cxix. 68.
1 john i, 17.
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flowing bowels, and large, free and communi-
cative hearts and hands. The truly chriftian
heart1s tender, {enfible how much it ftands
in neced of God’s mercy ;5 and the feeling of
its own wants, giwves 1t a fellow feeling of the
miferics and wants of others, and makes ready
to impart for their relief according to its power,
and oftentimes beyond it. But a covetous, clofe
and niggardly fpirit 1s a difbonour to the chrif-
tian name. [Nothing can glve a more dif~
giraceful reprefentation of our holy and divine

religion, nor ftand in more direct oppofition to
1C.

THosE of yu whom God bleffes with a-
bundance, and profpers in  your eftate and
trades, take care to behave as faithful flewards
of the moflt high. Confider vyourfelves as
truflees for thofc who want what you can
fpare, and fhew that you look upon it as a
bleffing, that you have 1t in your power, and
find your hearts difpofed to blefs otbers out of
your abundance. lIndeed * looking well to the
flate of your lands, and flocks and berds 3 di-
licence and indufiry in trade and bufinefs, are
your duty. An idlcg ufelefs, and much more
a riofors and waftepl hte, a chriftian fhould
abhor, but hate a greedy, grafping, narrow {pi-
rit 35 and think 1t both your duty and your pri-
vilege, to lay out of your abundance for the
good of others, for the fafety and fervice of your
country, the fipiritual or temporal good of
mankind. L.et the + bleffing of them who are

ready

* Prav. XXVii. 23.

T Job xxix. 23.
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ready to perifb come wupon you, and the bowels
of the needy be refrethed by you. * Do good
to all, as you have opportunity and ability,
efpecially to them who are of the boufhold of
faith : not only wait till opportunities fhall of-

fer, but feck for fuch, to fhew your hearts are
fer on doing good.

I NpreDp between the poor diftinétion fhould
be made ;5 ail are not to be pitited altke, nor
with the fame readinefs fupplied and relieved :
the lazy, idle, wafteful and Iluxwurions poor, de-
ferve little compafiion. The apoftle gave
command, T that they who would not work, wnei-
ther fhould tbey eat; but that even thofe who
ltve by thewr work, fhould labour wwith their
bands, not only that t they may eat their owin
bread, but that they may bave wberewith (o
help thofe in need. Not {ure the idle, who wiil
not work, but ¢bofe who either are for the
prefent out of work or difabled. A plain evi-
dence, by tbe wway, that chriftian religion is
no exemy to Induftry, nor friend to lazi-
nefs or 1dlenefs. Nor the gofpe/, according to
this author’s fuggeftion, hurtful to a trading na-
tion. But the induftrious poor, when ficknefs
or age prevents thew labour, are proper ob-
jects of chriftian compaflion. Such, yox who
are able, thould with pleafure relieve and help.
To fuch be fure to bear a pitying heart, and
ftretch out a #elieving hand., Nor give as if

you

* Gal. vi. 10.
+ 2 Thefl. 1. 10.
T Eph.iv. 28.
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you grudged what you beftow ; but as thofe
who #egjoice at {uch an opportunity, and are
much pleafed that by {uch a fervice, you can
teftity your gratitude to your Lord and Sa-
viour, and manifelt your great good will to
men. JThink often of that faying of your Sa-
viour, what * do you meic thawn others? And fee
that in real ufefulnefs, 11 true benevclence, you
be out-done by none. As your religion furnithes
the moft powerful motives to the being and
doing good, be afhamed that axy, from the
influence of lefs powerful motives, fhould do
more good than you. But not only look to
it, that your own conduél give no occafion to
unbelicvers to reproach your religion, but,

Secondly, ENDTAvouR heartily that all wi-
dey vour cave and iifluence be zifzdy religious.
Inftil as early as you can, true viriue and  #e-
rzng INto your (‘hlldlen, but with a wife re-
agard to their capacities 5 not by amufing them
with fpeculations #felefs and ont of their reach ;
but the plain principles of rehigion, and #ules of
duty that are level to their underftanding.
Teach them an awful regard to fruip, in all
they /(peak, and blonefty 1n all they do : to go-
vern and controul their appetites and pafiions ;
to love, and do the kindeft offices for onc an-
other, Inipire them with tendernefs and com-
paffici for the milerable, and with fincere good
will to all their kind, to men as men, whai-
ever their fentiments may be as to religion.
Poflefs them, as {oon as pofifible, with a fenfe of
God, a reverence and love for him, and teach

them

* Matt. v. 47.
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them to do all chis duty out of eledicnce to
him, the beft foundation of religion, Mike
them alfo feel, as foon as you can, the furce
of chiiftian metives, the powerful confiderations
of a future flate. Virtve is, indeed, an amiable
thing m itlelf, but its wative charms will not
have power to draw and keep the heart, 1n a
thoufand inftances of temptation, without {ome
foreigiz  advantages. How lovely {oever, few
hearts will be retained in 5 Zwtercffs, without

a dowry. Make 1t as amiable to your chil-
dren as you can, but let them know that 1t 1s
likely to be crowned, with an exceediing recom-
pvenfe of reward. And let Viee be painted as

ngly, and as odioxs as poflible, to their minds ;3
but let them alfo know how 1ts ways take bold

of dealh, and its fleps lead docon te hell.  HWatch
over them with the tendereft care. Guard
from temptations which rhemfelves want fkil
to fhun. Prompt not their appetizes of any
kind thro®  feolifb foudnefs, nor feed and en-
courage them by criminal indulgence. ¥ et don’e,
by too great rigor, and feverity, alichate their
hearts or from yourfelves, or from theur duty.
Set them an example of every thing commen-
dable, virtuous, ufeful and divine, l\m,p them
with the utmoft care from the infuence of bad
compairy and bad examples.  Train thon up  In
love to bujfinefs, and an utter deteftation of /div-
nefs, of all wufelo/s and, much more, hurifvl ex-
ercile and employment. By fcrious admonitions
and connfels, diret and warn them againit all luft;
by friendly #eproofs and kind 6’0??5320?” when ne-
ceflary, reclaim them from it, and (hew the Dity-

ing heart, whilit you lay on the coirediing hand,
and that #ecefiry 5 wpoir wow, Or  you wou]d

.Ltl L I],
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refrain, what duty and kindnefs, not paffion
and r¢fentment, make you act., But thole who
are flubborn 1in their wickednefs, and utterly
incorrigible, after all poflible methods of amend-
ment Kave been tried, renounce, caft off, how
much {oever natural affeition relults. And let
them know, that thofe who renounce God and
virtye, and break thro’ all the ftrongeft bonds
of duty to the fupreme #uler and paren: of

mankind, fhould be blotted from all eartbly pa-
rents hearts.

Nor be concerned only that your children
be religious, virtuous and ufeful in the church
and world, but that a// under your care, {er-
vants, apprentices, pupils, be religious too. *Tis
from families that religion and good order
muft {pread themlielves chro’ larger Jfocieties.
Minifters will labour much 1n vain, if family
order and religion be negleted. Tho you
muft not make tdols nor oracles of them, nor
renounce you# own underftandings, to be led
by theirs, they thould be e¢ffcemed for their
word’s fake, and be helped by all good chrif-
tians 1n it. Aflift them in their work, by
making 4/l under gour care, asy religious as you
can.

ILeT your very friendfhip, as well as your
authority, be made {erviceable to the interefls
of your religion, and your lve to friends be
fhewn, by your endeavour to infufe into them
the /ove of your Redeemer, of bis religion,
and every fbinmg that 1s virtuous. Make your
converfalion, and, as much as ‘poffible your

pleafures
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pleafures and  diverfions fubfervient to this de-
ficn. In a word; labour to be as #/fu/ as
you can, and live bleflings to your families,
your ueighbourhoods, your acquainience and your
country, l.et your imlereft among all your de-
pendants be ufed for this end, let your /i-
Jflucnce this way reach as far as 1t can, let
your good example lead all that know you, to
be good chriftians, good wneighbours, good pa-
triots, as endearing to their neareft relations,
and as benevolent and wufeful to them, their
countrymen, and all mankind, as poffible : And
that without any mixtures of that wrath or
furious zeal againft any ?bat worketh not the
vighteoufnefs of God. Yet fthew, on all occa-
fions a deteftation againft every fin ; rouze
yourfelves to a windication of opprefs’d and in-
jured innocence, and oppofe whatever is #ncon-
fiftent with the rights and hberties of rmankind,
or is deftruttive of the publick peace and weal,
And now,

Secondly, I sH A LL take the liberty to
addrefs ¢he wicious and immoral part of the
chriftian world, who live. at open Variance
with the Redeemer’s laws, the precepts of chrif-
tianity.

You fee what an handle #nbelicvers make
of your conduft, to detra¢t from the honour
of chriftianity, and deny its divine original.
The world, they tell us, is little mended by
it, and mulcicudes under the chriflian name, are
as leud and debauched, as felfifb in their tem-

per, as fraudulent 1n their dealings, as injurious
G and
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and oppreffive, as much enemies to the tran.
quillity and good of focieties, as buriful, mif=
chievous and cruel, as thofe you have been
taught to condemn, defpife and hate, as bea-
thens. The falt is but too true. ‘The blame,
indeed, is not to be fairly laid where they are
fond of laying it. The religion of Fefus de-
ferves no blame, on your account: but you,
who give them this handle, cannot be blame-
lefsi. You are indeed exceeding criminal, inju-
rious to the religimn you profefs, and anfwer-
able for all the mifchief that enfues to 1t, or
to the fouls of men, prejudiced againft it, by
the falfe appearance it makes 1n your wicked
lives. What is religion in notion or profeflion
only ? or any farther than 1t reaches mens
bearts, and influences and direfts thetr afiions 2
If your hearts and actions are thus under the
power and direftion of chriftianity, how bad a
relicion muft 1t be? and how unworthy of
God? When you are guilty of fuch flagrant
and fthameful ewormities, as would put honeft
beathens ta the bluth 2  But if you live a con-
tradiction to all the principles and rules of
chriftianity, why do you bla/pbeme it, by aflu-
ming the chriftian name?

BuTt monftrous *tis indeed, for any of syou,
to fhew a zeal, a fiery, deftrutive zeal againft
infidelity, when fober and wirtuous infidels are
yet better chriftians than you. For tho we
have more in chriftianity than the bare #eli-

gion of mnature, yet the whole religion of na-
ture is adopted into it. And he who lives at
open defiance with its laws and rules, is zuch

ifs
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Jefi a chriftian, than an heathen or infidel, who
better obferves them.

EiTHER quit your prefenfions, then, to
chriftianity, or mend your /Jives. The true
faith of a chriftian mult be * fhewn by bis
works, Ye whofe deeds are at perfeé&t difa-
greement with the laws and rules of chrifti-
anity, is no believer of it. Such wicked Ilivers
have no lot nor portion 1n the kingdom of
God. T Kuwow vye not that the wunrighteous [ball
not inberit the kingdom of God ¢ Be not decei-
ved, neither fornicators, no» 1dolaters, zor adul-
terers, #nor effeminate, nor abulers of themfelves
with mankind, wnor thieves, zor covetous, #or
drunkards, nor revilers, mo#» extortioners, fhall
snberit the kingdom of God. And fuch were fome
of you : but ye are wafbed, but ye are fantiified,
but ye are juftified, 8&&c. You fee here, that
chriftianity correlfs {uch wicked practices, or
difclaims . fuch as continue 1n them. “They fhall
not inherit the kingdom of God, neither that
of grace here, nor of glory hereafter. So that,
in truth, whilft you live in a courfe of known,
and wilful, and much more of grofs and fran-
dalous fins, you are chriftians only in #zame,
and to that name vyou are a fcandal and re-
proach. You no more Zrxly believe your re-
ligion divine, than infidels do. Ceafe then
your difpleafure againft tbem, and turn it againit
yourfelves, your evil deeds and inclinations. Ere

you blame ¢bez mend your own hearts and
, G 2 man-

* Jam. ii. 18.
+ 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11,
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manners. Don’t barden them by vyour wick-
ed praltices in their iufidelity, and then con-
demn them, quarrel with and hate them for
it. You are of the fame party, in the fame
sterefts with the very worft of them : as much
enemies to chriftian religion, if not smore :
thofe of them who are {ober and virtuous, are
more In the Interefts of your Saviour than
you. 'Tho they believe not his religion, they
pay a regard to fome of bis laws, they having
sict his law are yet a law io themfelves, and do
by nature the things contained in the law. Where-
as you cail bim Lord, mdeed, but trample on
his authority and the wvery diftates of ' nature
too. Ac no more 1 this felfecontraditting
manner, but either be what you profefs, or
profels to be what you are. Either live un-
der the i1nfluence of chriftian principles, and
icad chriftian lives, or honeftly renounce your
principles, and liflt yourfelves among wube-
lievers, the very worft and moft wicious of
them, for thofe who are virfzons will abhar and
difclaim you.

WourLp you but attend to the monftirouns
incon{iftency of your conduii with your affiu~-
sed  characéter, you would be fhocked at it,
and either throw off your charaler, or make
your conduct better Jjuiz it. A chriftian rake,
a chriftian Jfot, a chriftian whoremonger or adul-
lerer, a chrithan knawve, a chriftian thief or rob-
boir, &c. How uncouth and 1ill match’d an
epithet 1s here? how frightful and hideous are
the jairing founds 2 Does not the contradiction

ftarc every one in the face ¢ and fhould you not

dread,
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dread, under the chriftian name, to be what
15 moft abborrent from chriftianity ¢ and live in
the practice of what it moft exprefly con-
demns and forbids? If yeu have any wvalue
for your religion, If you bear any good-will to
mankind, or even to your own {ouls, either
be cbriftians indeed, or no longer pretend to the

name, and by fuch groundlefs pretenlions profare
and &lafpbeme it.

Y ou are called by chriftianity Zo be Jfaints,
and you profefs efteem and veneration for
fome who have been fuch; but if you are
Jamples of what faints have been, how much
are names and things confounded ? and what
juft occafion 1s given unbelievers, to complain
of the abufe of words. Sardanapalus, Nero, Ca-
ligula, Domitian, FHeliogabalus, and the moft
infamous names In heathen [ftory, might, on as
good a footr, be fainted too. And if from
fuch famples men may make a judgment of
your religion, it muft be the {corn and ab-
horrence of mankind. For God’s fake, if
that awful name has any authority or weight
with you, make a {tand, bethink yourfelves
what you are doing; and have {o much pity
on yourfelves, and_ on thofe wubelicvers your
ungodly and immoral practices help to harden,
as to ceafe lo do cvil, and learn to do well;
or elfe haften out of cbritian churches, J.Ild
herd with thofe of like morals with | your-
{elves, tho difbclicving the religion you pro-
fefs.

Ir
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[r you pretend to primciples different fromi
theirs, this is but pretence: For what are
religious principles, without proper influences
and effeCts? A cypber, a thing of nothing,
Your chriftian principles, 1f you have any,
have no {uch influence, produce no fuch ef-
fefts. You are flaves to yeur appetites and
paffions. Thefe pafs all bounds, {corn the re-
itraint of chriftian laws, and are In faét, the
only principles by which you are influenced and
a&ted. By herding with loofe infidels, you on-
ly herd with fuch as are agreed with you in
principles. You may have others in your beads,
but the fame with theirs bear {way 1n your
beart. If they are not chriftians # name, vyou
are chriftians in #othing but the name., In
heart and life their religion and yours are
one. And it is much more fit and reaforiable,
that your priuciples and praltices fhould {uit,
than that your lives fhould give zhe Ilye to
your profeflion, or belye and mifreprefent your
religion to the world. Or let your princi-
ples, therefore, corret your practices, and mend
your lives; or, if you will go on in your
wicked ways, let not infidels any more re-
proach chriftianity with yoxr conduét, but take
you into their fraternity, and have you fully for
their own. |

SucH wicked livers are the reproach of any
chriftian church. And did the true fpirit of
chriftianity reign in minifters and people, fuch
corrupt livers would quickly be purged out of
every church, whilt every church would be

open



The C L O S E. g

open to all good men, of every denomination
among chriftians, Tho, f{ince the world got
into the church, and felfi/h and ambitious cler-
gymen had ends of their own to ferve, by
foothing princes and people in their vices, their
zeal has run exceeding high againft berefy and
[fehifm, whillt they have connived at grofs tre/-
paffes on the laws of nature, 1 thole who
would ferve the purpofes of their ambition ;
and the worft of men have been fainted, and
their raging paffions let loofe on he beft,

who have been expoled to publick hatred and
fcorn.

BuT whatever has been done of this kind,
you who lead lives openly immoral, are never
the better for the chriffian name your bear,

nor the religion you profefs: but will indeed
perith with an beavier doom at laft, for living

the difgrace of your profeffion, and a lye to
it by your wicked lives. And tho men af-
fuming jfacred charafiers, who have ends to

ferve by you, may accept, commend and ap-

plaud you mow, yet the rightsous judge of
the world who * will render to cvery one ac-

cording to bis works, will difclaim and con-
demn you at laft, and bid § you depart from bim

as workers of iniquity, and vile and perfidious
dithonourers of that boly name now called on

you, 1 Let no man deceive you. In this the

children of God are manifeft, and the children of
the devil : be that doth not righteoufnefs is not

of

# Rom. ii. 6.
+ Matt. vii. 23,
T 1 John iii, 0.
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of God, neither he who loveth not bis bro-
ther. ¥ Be wnot deceived, God is mnot mocked.
Whatfoever a man fowethy that [fhall be alfo

reap. He who foweth of the flefh, fhall of the
Aefh reap corruption. + And indignation and

wrath, tribulation and anguifh will be on every

foul that doth, and continueth to do evi/|
whether jew or gentile, chriftian or infidel.

* QGal. vi. 7, 8.
+ Rom. 1. 8, g.
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