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4 THE hiftory of the firft Englith fettleménts in Ame.
rica. and of the meafures which prepared the way for a
revolution in the colonies, is too interefting not to he well
underftood by men of common curiofity and reading in this
Otate. That hiftory unfolds a feries of great events, evi-
dertly fuited to accomplifh important purpofes in the econ«
omy of Divine Providence....events which every American
of expanded views muft contemplate with admiration ; and
every Chriftian, with delight. To recapitulate even the.
moft remarkable of thofe events, however amufing and in-
ftruftive the recital, would require more time than the ap-
propriate bufinefs of this anniverfary weuld afford. The
day we are affembled to commemorate, fummons the atten=
tion of American citizensto the hiftery and the real objeds.
of the revelution; to the national rights vindicated; to the
dignity of chara®er attached to the new favereignty; to
theduties impofed on the citizens, by their new rankand ftae
tion among nations ; to the errors which have been commit.
ted in framing the conftitutions of the States and thefederal =
compadt ; and efpecially to the means of preferving and

perpetuating the benefits of Independence.
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In the lapfe of twenty fix years, fince the date of our
fovercignty, a large proportion of the inhabitants of the
- United States have been changed.  Moft of the civil and
military charaéters, confpicuous in the revolution, are now
in their graves ; and a new generation has arifen to gulde
t.ac public councils, and to guard the bleflings which their
sathers have purchafed. The experience of the fame period
of time, has drawn in queftion {fome opinions relpe@ing
the fuperior excellence of a republican government; and
clouded the brilliant profpeét which animated the hopes of
- the revolutionary patriots. Numerous unexpeéted difficul-
ties in the management of this {pecies of government, and
multifarious difappointments, under the beft adminiftrations,
have arifen in thick fucceilion, to confound the wifdom, and
blaft the hopes, of the moft difcerning friends of their
country. To trace the caufes of thefe difappointments, i1s
to prevent a repetition of them, or prepare ourlclves ta
meet them with advantage.

IT is worthy of obfervation, that nations fometimes be-
zin their political exiftence, as young men begin the world,
with more courage than forefight, and more enthufialm
than corre€t judgment. Unacquainted with the perils that
await their progrels, or difdaining the maxims of -experi-
ence, and confident of their own powers, they expeft to.
attain to fupereminent greatnefs and profperity, by means
which other nations have found ineffeétual, and bid defiance
to calamities by which others have been overwhelmed.....
Nations, like individuals, may be mifled by an ardent en-
thufiafm, which allures them from the ftandard of praltical
wildom, and commits them to the guidance of vifionary
projeétors. By fondly cherifhing the opinion that they en-
joy fome {uperior advantages of knowledge, or local fitua-
tion, the rulers of a ftate may lofe the benefit of hiftory an&
obfervation, the fureft guides in political affairs 3 and delude

themfelves with the belief, that they have wildom to clude;
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or power to {urmount the obftacles which have baflled the
excrtions of their predeceflors.

Sucu are the miftakes of reformers ; and fuch have been
the illufions of the enthufiaftic friends of the revolution.
Their imagination has been warmed with the belief, that
the fequeftered pofition of America, would exempt her
citizens from the troubles which harrals Europe; that a
general diffufion of knowledge, and {uperior attainments in
policy, would enable them to form conftitutions of govern-
ment, lels defetive than any which have preceded them;
and that their public virtue would {ecure a faithful, uncor-
rupt, and impartial adminiftration. Whenever a doubt
has been {uggelted, refpefling the duration of a free repub.
lic, 1t has heen repelled by one general anlwer, that the
{yftem of reprelentation, {fuppofed to be a modern improve-
ment in free conftitutions, is calculated effetually to obvi-
ate the evils which other ftates have experienced, from lc-

gillatures confifting of popular affemblies.

But dees the wide ocean that rolls between the two con-
tinents, detach our citizens from a deep intereft in the af-
fairs of Europe ? Will our commerce, a produ@ive fource
of our wealth, permit a {eparation of interefts? And will
not our prejudices and our wants, in {pite of reafon and
patriotiim, continue, for a long period, to link us to the
policy, the opinions, and the intereft of European nations 2

But 1f we had the power to infulate our country, our
intereft, and our hearts, can we affure ourfelves that cur
citizens poflels fupereminent wifdom, to frame fyltems of
government, which fhall be proof againft the infidious ad-
vances of corruption, and the bold affaults of fa&ion?
What has prevented the enlightened fages of antiquity,
from viewing man in all his attitudes; and learning all the

pofhble medes, by which the human paflions operate ow
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fociety and government? After the experience of four e?
five thoufand years, and numberlef{s forms of government;
how fhould 1t happen to be referved for the Americans to
difcover the great fecret, which has eluded all former in-
quiry, of infufing into a political confitution, the quality
of - 1mperifhable durability? Is not the pretenfion to fuch
fuperior light and wifdom in our citizens, rather an evidence
of pride, {elf-fufliciency, and want of wisdom? If Mofes,
with an uncommon portion of talents, {feconded by divine
atd, could not fecure his inftitutions from neglect and cor-
Tuption, what right have we to expect, that the labors of
our lawgivers will be more fucce{stul 2

BuT great expectations are formed from representation
in government, which is fuppofed to be a modern difcovery,
deftined to give permanency to republics. If reprefenta-
tion were a modern invention, every good citizen would
wait impatiently for the refult of a fair experiment ; {olicit-
ous that the inventors might not be ultimately numbered
among a multitude of dreaming projeétors, who commence
their {chemes, ¢ acribus initiis, incuriofo fine,”* with

ardent zeal and {plendid promifes, which end in nothing.
But reprefentation is not a modern difcovery. It was for
ages praticed, not only in France, Spain, Denmark, and
Dweden, as it has been 1n Switzerland and Great-Britain,
but in many of the {mall ftates of antiquity ; not, perhaps,
in the {ame form prefcribed by our conftitutions, but in a
variety of modes, in which the principles of it were fully
and fairly tefted,

ReprESENTATION, by enabling a ftate to govern, witly-
out affembling all its citizens, leflens the chance of fuddep
and violent convulfions ; but it neither humbles pride, {ub-
dues ambition, nor controls revenge and rivalry., It il

-—#T-l

% TaciTus. An. lib. 6. 186.
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Yeaves a frate (ubjet to the operation of all the tarbulent,.
reftlefs wadions of mun; changing only thetr direction. "It

|

“is a ponular opinion, but probably a great miftake, that ™

corruption in a itwe is introduced by men in power ; where-

as, in fact, it utualiy originates with the candidates for pre-

ferment.  DIen inoffice, if refpected and rewarded, have
few tomntations to abufe theire trult; but ftrong and irre-
fistible mocives Dor fidelity and diligence.  Their {ubfiftence
and el reputation are the mddl ample guaranty tor-a.
faithiul difcharge of their duties. Men, therefore, who
seck, ot thole who pogsess, the honors and emoluments of
government, are the firft to incroduce corruption. It 18
extreily important that this truth fhould be duly weighed s
for popular jealoufy is ufually direéted ‘exclufively againtt
the officers of government, when in fa&, it ought to be

employed to guard againft the arts and addrefs of office-
scekers.® | *

* Tuis truth being admitted, for it is authorized by hiftory
and obfervation, we have a clear rule by which to eftimate

b

sl - ke,

- * By eorruption is here intended, not only the influence of money
gr favors, but an undue bias gives to the minds of the ele@ors, from
violent paflions and firong prejudices, which impel them to abandon
principle to follow wen. No man _will deny that men in power
fometimes abufe thetr truft; nor is it the intention of the writer to
difcountenance a -proper watchfulnefs over public officers, This vis
gilance, however, 1s much better exercifed by the legiflature, -than

peachable.  Fraud and delinquency in public officers occaGionally oc-
cur, and when detefted, are univerfally reprobated and the guilty
perfons punithed.  About 7eal crimes, there is rarely any difference
of opinion....parties and fattions arife on doubtful queflions and imas

:
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_by candidates for office, printers, clerks and {pies, The latter are R

inceflantly exciting groundlefs alarms and popular fufpicions, about
ofhicers whofe conduét, on a regular inquiry,-is found to be unim- F

s
}.
i

ginary evils.  But the natural growth of corruption in a flate, from--

the mifmanagement of men in power, is extremely flow, compared
wiilh the val increafe under the impulfe of the violent paflions

B
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the liazard to which a ftate is expofed, by a corruption of
1ts true principles.  T'he paflions of men being cvery where
the fame, and nearly the fame proportion of men in every
iomety, directing their views to preferment, we oblerve

that, in all governments, the objeét and efforts are thu
fame, but thf:. dircétion ot thofe cflorts i1s varied, ac-
cordhlg to the form ol government, and m'way: rz‘y)!i(*d
19 those wha bave the disposal of bonors aud %f.fcc’:. Ina
monarchy, office-feekers are courtiers, fawning about tl"ts.
minifters or heads of departments....in 2 pure democracy,
they are orators, who mount the 10f't1um, and hur..m?ua,.
the populace, flattering their pride, and inflaming theis
paffions....in a reprefentative republic, they are the fizeids
of the people, who addrels themfelves to the eleftors, witis
great pretenfions to patriotifm, with falfehoods, fair pro-
mifes, and infidious .arts, In a monarchy, the minifter
may be corrupted, and the nation not be materially affeéted.

In a democratic ftate, the populace may be corrupted by
the arts or feduced by the eloquence of a popular orator.
In a fingle hour, an Athenian allembly might be converted

from the adorers, into the perfecutors of their beft magii-
trates and ableft generals....In the morning, a Themiftocles
and a Phocion might be idolized by the people; and at even.
ing, {entenced to exile, or condemned to fwallow poifon.

el 4 (e

ratfed among eleftors by the candidates for office.  When the ele&lors
inlift under men, thev defert the true pritciples of eleflive govern~
ments....they follow their leaders ard ther party, without examining
imeafures or principles.  This has been the ruin of many flates, It
15 an evil that {eems to be tnnate in a republican governmen’, that the
eleflors never remain free and unbiafed. This 1s a perverfion of the
true principlcs of an eleftive government, which is here called cor.
ruption, and it arifes from fa€lions ongmatmg mollly with office-seekers,
For this evil, no rerhedy has ever peen dcvnfcd One gene:al effore
of a party to change the admirillration in a government like ours;
does more to introdaceand confirm this {pecies of corrupuov, lhan

all that caa be done by men“in power. for holf a ceutury '
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BDut does a reprefentative government cffeétually guarci the
mugiltrates from fimilar abufes of popular power? If the
electors cannot aflemble, to liften vo the feduCtions of an
arttul orator, hus modern invention fupplied no means, "by
which their minds inay be perverted, and their pafhons 1n-
flamed ! What are gazettes, handbills and pampblets, but
tubftitutes for orators? A {pecies of filent meilengers,
walking by night and by day, ftealing into farm houles and
taverns, whifpering tales of fraud about public officers, ex-
citing fufpicion, fpreading difcontent, and weakening con-
Adence in'government ! What is the difference between the
mifguided zcal of an Athenian affembly, and of the citizens
of Aunerica, except in the means and the time employed to
efiet the obje€t? 'The one refembles a tornado, tuddenly
colle@ling and exhaulting its force in unditinguithing, but
momentary ravages; the other is like the {lowly gathering
tempelt, whofe lingering approach is announced by chilling
blafts, and a lowering fky.

WHuATEVER may be the form of government, therefore,
corruption and mifrepreientation find accels to thoie who
‘have the dilpofal of offices; by various means and different
‘channels indeed, but proceeding primarily from demagogues
and ofhice-feckers, of bold defigns and profligate principles.

It 1s {aid, however, that we have conftitutions of gov-
crnment, or fundamental compaéls, which proferibe abuies
of power, by defining the exaét limits of right and duty,
and controlling both rulers and people. But how long will
a conftitutional barrier refift the allaults of faction? ¥rom

the nature of things, the words of a fundamental code muft

be gereral, to comprehend cafes which cannot poilibly be.

{pecified; and of courle, liable to be extended, or frittered
away by conftruétion. The danger from this quarter is im-
-minent, and hardly admitting of a remedy, when popular
Jealouly is excited againft the conftitution, and the rights or

the prejudices of the people are'to be fayored, by enlarging

'“5



or abridging 1ts powers,  When a magtltrate becomes more
popular than the conftitution, he may ** diaw fin asit werc
with a cart-rope,” ® in the work of cxtending lus power
over the mftrument which was intended to rettram ufurpa
tion. Whatever vanity and {elt-confidence may fuggelt, in
favor of the reftraints of a paper compuct, all hftory and
uniform expericnce evince, that acairit men who command
the current of popular confilence, the bl coudtitution has
not the ftrength of 4 cebweb,  The undilguileu encroacn.
ments of power give the alarm and excite reiiitancessesbut
the approaches of defpotilm, under cover Of Pupikidl 1aVOr,
are infidious and often deceive the molt dilceinng tricuds
of a free government.

¢ Virtue,” fays the learned, but vilionary Montelquieu,
¢ is the foundation of a republic.”...** ¥ LILUE Wil lidiile
tain 3 free government,” is echoed and recchoed Ly JDe
political enthufizft.... Where is this virtue, and whal is i
Among the aucient Greeks and Romats, 1L was perional
bravery, an enthufiaflic [ove of military glory, aid « uervlC
contempt of death, in the fervice of their coultry. 4 LS
inecies of virtue, fo often difplayed by tue CLLIZENS Of dils
cient democracies, is not exclufively the property oi repub-
licans. It was found as vigorous and pure under the oid
monarchy of France, as in Athens or Sparta; aml'is il
.25 energetic a principle 1n Denmark, Sweden, or Great-
Britain, 1t proceeds from early habits, ai.d a {ftrong at.
tachment to thes place where men are born, and Lo the cui-
toms, manners, and government, in which they are *e'ducu-
ted. JItisthe growth of every {oil, and the produéipn of
every age. Yet this {pecies of virtue, never yet prelerved
a republic from decay.

Iz by virtue, writers mean pure morais, we fhall all agree

that fuch virtue is the true, fafe, and permanent foundation
of a republic; and fo it is, of every other ipecies OF gove"

el

% Jsa1aH v. 18,
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ernment.  But vhen have pure morals adorned the charae.-
ter of a whole natien? A free governmen: founded on ev.
act and univer{al morality might be durable, if fuch morali.
ty could be entorced, and suarded from declenfion :,...but
this prefuppoles what bLiftory and oblervation, do not au.
Lhiorize us 1o expedl,

Some enthuliuftics preach to us the self denial of the
Sparians, thetr frugal meals, their rigid dilcipline, and cop.
tempt of riches.  Uthers urge the example of the Chinefe,
who reftraln commerce to prelerve their manne:s from cor.
rupticn, 2ud theix religlon and government frow innovation,
But fuch exampies are ingppiic&xbl& ; tor they ‘{uppole a con-
dition of fociety, which would admit of fuch reflraints; or
a rigor of deipotitin which no free nation would now bear,
An attempt to reftrain commerce, in a flate where com-
mercial habits prevail, would occafion a revolution, k.oven
an attempt to-introduce the iron money of Dparia wmto mo-
dern Turkey or Rufita, would probably thake the throne,

and convulfe the empire, of the prince who thould hazyd

the experiment.

Ir thereis a poibility of founding a perfeétly free go-

vernment, and giving it permanent duration, it muit be raif.:

ed upon the pure maxims, and fupported by the undecaying
praflice, of that religion, which breathes * peace on earth,
and good will to men.”  “U'hat religion 1s periectly republi-
cam...it 1s calculated to humble the pride and allay the dif.
contents of men....1t reltrains the magiltrate from opprefiion,
and the fubje€t from revolt....it {ecures a perfe& equaliiy
ol rights, by enjoining a difcharge of 2ll focial duties, and
1 ftndt fubordination to law. ‘The univerfal prevalence of
that religion, in its true {pirit, would banifh tyranny from
the earth, Yet this religion has been perverted, and ip
Inany countries, made the bafis of a fyftem of ecclefiafticyl
domination, which has enflaved the minds of men, as poli-
wical power had before enflaved iheir bodies. To corre&

\
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ghefe evils, a fet of fanatical reformers, called philofophers,
charging that oppreflion to the religion itielf, which {prung
only from its abufes, have boldly denied the facred origin
of Chriftianity, and attempted to- extirpate its doctiines
and inftitutions. Strange, indeed, that the zealous advo-
cates of a republican government, fhould wage an invete-
rate war againft the only fyftem of religious principles,
compatible with rationzal freedom, and calculated to main-

taln a republican conftitution tiees

BuT vain are the fpeculations of clofet-philofophy ! Bafe-
lefs and fleeting are the illufions of theory! All forms ot
covernment have been tried, from the theocracy of the
Ifraelites, to the {plendid paper conftitutions of the French
reformers. And where are they? What have been their
duration and fuccefs? Like the vaft cities of antiquity, the
moft of them are known only in ftory, or their mois-grown
ruins alone are left, as proofs that they once exilted. Some
of them, like the mafly pillars of Palmyra, broken and de-
faced, ftill exhibit evidence of their ancient {plendor, and
appear magnificent even in ruins. Others, like the ftupen-
dous walls of Babylon, have been fo totally iwept away by
the ravages of time, that not a ftone or a moldering column
remains to tell where they ftood.

Ir fich has been the fate of all former {yitems of gov-
ernment, muft we indulge the melancholy thought, that
fuch is to be the fate of ours? Let us examiun the founda-
tions of our own {yftems....to determin, if poflible, whether
they will fuftain the magnificent edifice of freedom and
happinefs, which their projectors have contemplated.,

THE eminent charalers who have conduéled the revo-
lutions in England and America, have laid it down as a
fundamental principle in government, that by nature all
men are free, independent, and e7ual ; and this principle,



without definttion or Lmitation, forms a main pitlar of om
conftitutions.

[ there were but a fingle man on earth, he certainly
could have no muafters, but the elements and the inflexible
laves of nature.  Dut political axioms, it not mere empty
founds, muft bave relerence to a foctal ftate.  How then, =
can men, cxpofud to cach others power, and wanting each .
others wid, be frc-'c and independent? If one member of a
toctety 1s tree aud independent, ull the members muft be
equally fo.  In fuch a community, no reftraint could exift,
for ihis woull deiiroy freedom and independence. Bt in
luch a {tate of things, the will of each individual would be
his only rule of uclion, and his wi// would be {upported by
his strengeb. Force then would be the ultimate arbiter of
ripht and wrong, and the wills of the weaker muft bend to
lie power of the fironger. A {ocicty, therefore, exifting
i a {tate of nature, 1i {uch a ftate can be fuppofled in
which there thould be nolaw but individual wills, muft ne-
ceflarily Le in perpetual anarchy or defpotifm. But ne
fuch ftate of foctety can exift.  The very aét of affociating ™.
aa&ro; the *.*a"”ml frcedom and 1ndependence of each mem-
ber of the {ociety, anterior to any compa&: Iimiting their °
re{peliive powers and rights; for it is a principle, reiultmg X,
from the very nature of foc'iety, independent of any mutual
agreement for the purpole, that ene individual fhall not ex- !
ercile his own power to another’s prejudice.  Of courfe,
by the very conftitution of iociety, the w'll of each mem-
ker 1s reitrained by the laws of general utility, or common
good, the details of which are to be regulated by the fu-
preme power, Whatever may be the abftra& reafoning of
ien on tis fubject, the p.....é’nce has been, and. by the
natuve of man, mu& continue to be, that the members of
a ftate or bedy politic, hold all their rights fubjed to the
direciion and control of the fovereignty of the ftate. It is

necdlels to difcufs queftions of natural right as diftin& from

£ ..
a iaeial ftate; for all rights are focial, «.nd fubcrdinate o

L
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the fupreme will of the whole fociety, Nor, without fuch

[ a fupreme countrolling power over all the members of a ftate,

can an individual poflefs and enjoy liberty. In the fup.
pofed ftate of nature, every man being free from the ref-
traint of /ew, every man would be fubjeft to the reftraint
of force, and of courfe would be a flave. Civil liberty,

' therefore, inftead of being derived from natural freedom
- and independence, is the creature of fociety and govern-

ment. Man is too feeble to proteft himfelf, and unlefs he

can protet himfelf, he is not free. But to fecure protec-

tion, man muft {ubmit to the reftraints of a fovereign pow-
er; fubordination, therefore, is the very effence of civil
liberty. Yet how often has the abftradt, undefined propo-.

fition, that  all men are by nature free and independent,”’
furnifhed the motive or the apology, for infurredion!

Equarvry fallacious is the dotrine of equalizy, of which
much is {aid, and littleunderftood. ‘That one man in a ftate,
has as good a right as another to his life, limbs, reputatien

and property, is. a propofition that no man will difpute.
Nor will it be denied that each member of a fociety, who

has not forfeited his claims by mifconduét, has an equal
right to protettion. But if by equality, writers underftand
an equal right to diftin¢tion, and influence; or if they un-
derftand an equal fhare of talents and bodily powers ; in
thefe {enles, all men are n#ot equal. Such an equality would
be inconfiftent with the whole economy of nature. In the
animal and vegetable world, however ftrong the general
refemblance in the individuals of a fpecies, each is marked
with a diftin& chara&er; and this diverfity is one of the
principal beauties of creation, and probably an important
feature in the fyftem. There are, and there muft be, dif-
tinftions among men....they are eftablithed by nature, 23

well as by focial relations. Age, talents, virtue, public
fervices, the pofleflion of office and certain natural rela.

tions, carry with them jult claims to diftin®ion, to influ-



ence ad authorite,  Miirable, indeed, would be the con.
dittan of men, if the fon could difenrage himfelf from the
duthority of his {uther; the apprentice from the command
of his nm&-:r, and the citizen from the dominion of the

¥

law and the magiftrate.®

Acam.. It is afferted as an axiom in politics, that the
fovereign power refides in the people. Unfort{matcly our
hnrmme does not, like the Roman, diftinguith the populus
from Lhe plebs ; the free citizens from thofe who have not
the privilege of fuffrage.  But if we reftrict the word peaple
to tne free citizens or eletors, what act ef {overeign power
cin they or can they excrcife? They cannot affemble for
cebate; but Tovercignty confifts in the fingle will of a body
2Cting together, deuberatmg, deciding, and capable of car-

rving its decrees into effeCt, Do the people pofiefs this
power?

sl vy

* Wn do8irine has been lefs underflood or more abufled, than that
of pohucal eguality, It 1s adinitted that all men have an equad nch
fo the enjoyment of their hfe, property and perfonal fecurity ; and ic
1s the daty as 1t 15 the objell, of government to protett every manin
tis enjoyment. The man who owns a fingle horfe or cow, has as
ficong a claim to have that propertv protecied, as the man who owns a
fhip or a thoufand acres of .and >a {ar the dottnine of equal rights,
1s vindicable, But that 21l mz2o have an cxlual ciaim to diftin&tion
and authoiry, is conrradiéted b' the opinions and prattice of peoplen
every counfry. VWhatever abfurdm::s men mezy write, publifh and
repeat, refpetting ratural and polisieal equzity 5 10 praélice, they are
ufually correft, 2nd would alwavs be fo, if th-‘-‘*y could be left to aft
from their unbiaffed fentiments. All men naturally refpe&t age, ex-
perience, {upericr wiidom, virtue and talents....and when they are to
make appmntments, they purfue this natural {esniment, and fele@
men who are beft gual lified for the places. If moft men fhould be afk~
ed, are you quahiied for the ofice of chicf magifirate....of judge...
of ambeflador....of prelident of a cuilege ...of commander of a
thip of war? Thev will acknowledge their unhmefs.mthey abaﬂdon
all claims to thefe diftinftions. But the fame men will maintain that

they have 2! an equal right to fuffrage; that is, to an equal influence

C
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To avoid this abfurdity, fome writers allege that the
{fovereign power is derived from the people. 'I'bis propofi-
tion is more corref. The people poflefs the right of clect-
Ing agents or fubftitutes to meet and conftitute the tupreme
power....and farther than this right of eleCling, which 1s
cxercifed by a private act of each individual, the people
cannot poflibly have a fhare in the {fovereign power, This
right of cleftion is certainly a precious right, and one which,
if ufed with difcretion, is the fatety and glory of a free
flate: but the exercife of it cannot, with propricty, be
denominated, an aft ol fovercignty.

CrosrLy connefted with this axiom, are the principles
recognized by fome of the State Conftitutions, that *¢ the
people have a right to meet together to confult upon the
common good, give inftructions to their reprefcntatives,

and requeft of the legiflature a redrefs of wrongs.” But

wwetiZD § Curraren

in government. But all men are not equally competent to judge of
proper charaflers to fill offices, This 1s however not the main objec-
tion to the principle.  Government is chiefly concerned with the r2z/h¢s
of person and rights of property. Perfonal rights are few, and are
not {ubjeft to much difficulty or jealoufv. All men are agreed in the
. principle of prewelling persons, and differ very little in the mode,
!' But the rights of property, which are numerous. ana form nineteen
. twentieths of all the objeéls of government, are beyond meafure in-
1".; tricate, and difficult to be regnlated with juflice.  Now if all men
" have am equal right of {uffrage, thofe who have litile and thefe who
. have no property, ‘have the power of making regunlations refpethng
. the property of others....thatis, an egnal right to control the property
. with thofe who own it. Thus, as propertv is unequally and fi ff ages
equally divided, the principle of equal {uffrage becomes the bafis of
inequality of power. And thisprinciple. in fime of our la-ger cities,
alually gives a majority of ruffrages to the men who poflefs not a
twentieth of the property. Such is the fallacy of abfiraft propofitions
an political {cience ! In truth, this princin'e of equal sujfrage orerates
to produce extreme inequality of vichts: a moritrous inverfion of
the matural order of fociety,...a fpecies of oppreffion that wiil ulumate-
ly produce a revolution,
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are the rights here defenbed compatible with each other ¢
Avre they confiftent with the nature of n reprefentative
republic? The cle¢tors appomt deputies or fubfticutes, and
by that att, delegate away their own power; how then can
they meet and cexercile the Lwne power? And it is 1o
be obferved in this fpecies of delegation, that the agentis
appointed, for this very reafon, that the electors in perion
cannot deliberate and act upon public affuirs, 1n their {eve-
ral towns or diftriéts; for 1t they could, no fubflitution
would be neceflury.  "The right in the cleclors to meet and
deiiberate onthe common good, 1s direéily incompatible with
the at of delegation, which they have before exercifed.
And it ought not to be forgotten, that the infurgents in
Maflachufetts, in 1780, cited the claufe 1in the declaration
of rights, prenxed to the Conftitution of that State, re-
cognizing this right of meeting and coniulting for the com.
mon good, 1n jult.fication of their oppofition to the laws.

IT fliould be remarked farther, that the {ame claufes in
the conftitutions, which authorize the people to instruct
their' reprefentatives, permit them only to request of the
legillature a redrefls of grievances. But a right to instruds,
15 4 night todireel and controls  Instruction 1mplies superior
power; whereas, requess implics a want af such power, or
subsrdinatzon. Such are the contradiétions which disfigure
our conftiturions!

In the fame fpirit of exalting the people over the legifla-
ture and the magiftrate, 1t 1s afferted that the chicers of.
government are the servants qf' the people, and accouniaole
20 them.  Is not the dire@ tendency of fuch language to
degrade 2ll authority, to bring the laws and the officers of
government into contenupt, and to encourage difcontent,
faction and infurre@ion? Such language 1s not corretie,. \
the propefitien is not true either in theory or faét. The !
legiflative officers are declared, by the conftitution, not.
to be liable to be cailed in queftion for their opinions or.
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votes....their inviolability is guarranteed in the moft ex-
prefs manner.  How then can they be accountable to the
peonle? The two propofitions are a contradict.on i terms.
The power of the peeple to omit chuling a reprefentative
at a fublequernt election, 1s, by ne nicaus, a power to call
hm to account for his condult,  Nor aic ciccutive and
judicial officers refponfible to the puropled.ar guilty of
crimnes and mifdemeanors, they are antwerable to the laws
in courts of juftice, and to no other tribunal,

It is not unfrequent, that the citizens ol our country ex.
prefs their {urprize at the popular tumults which have ail-
turbed our tranquiity. 'Vhev are altonilhed thav i this
frce country, the people fhould be Yo loft to a tenle of their
duty, as to rcfift the laws,  But their furprize muit ceale,
when, upon examination, ihey find that the peopie have a
constesurional right to direCt aad control the legifluture.
The tranfition from the right of ziustrullion to the night of
resistance, is extremely ealy; and if all ofhcers of govern-
ment are the servants of the people, how can it be expeéted
that the masters fhould not, at times, take the government
out of the hands of the serwanis!

Equaryry abfurd is the dodlrine that the univerfal enjoy-
raent of ihe right of fuflrage, is the beft {ecurity {or free elec-
tions and a pure adminifiration. The reverle 1s proved by
all experience, to be the faét; thata liberal extenfion of the
right of {uffrage accelerates the growth of corruption, by
maltiplying the number of corrupribie eleétors, and redu-
cing the price of venal fuffrages.

IT has alfo been a received maxim, that a {requent rota-
tion of officers, is among the means of guarding a ftate from
the malpradtices of the public agents. But this principle
has been extended too far, and experience has compelled
fome of the ftates to recede from it in their revifed confli-

tutions. It has been found that a fhort and precaricus ten-
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are of ofiices, 15 the dire€t means of degrading them, and
makiny them an object of defire only to woi thlefs and in.
(.01.!1111.\.“‘1[. I1C1),

Sucn are the brilliant theovies which have dazzled the
founders of cur ftates ! Such the illufions by which the ad-
mirers of a republicangovernment have been falcinated and
miled! Dut it is the fate of man to be confounded by his
own wildom, and to fee the elegant {trutures rafed by his
tancy, demolifhed by the rough hand of experiment. Nor
s mertification the only evil to be expeted from the falacy
of poliiical do€rines. Iirrors, wrought into conftitutions,
rave a {anétion dhat ;oim:::. them high authority, which it re-
gatres a lorg period of titae, and perhaps the experience of
jcveral publu. calamities, to deftroy,

Ticre 15 anather evil, conne€led with the very nature
o. cleClive governments, which is little fulpefted by the
mafs of people, but which of iticif balances half the good
that 1s {ecured by ele€tions; this is, the dependence which
the repre{entatives feel upon their immediate conftituents.
1'his evil 1s augmented "m proportion to the frequencv of the
cietions and the fmallnzds of the diftri&s in which the can.
didates are chofen. ‘Tz fear of lofing a future election,
lubdues the firmneis of mind which is a primary guality in
@ pabiic officer....it even lays fnares for his integrity. It
contraGts his views to the fpot in which his eleCtors re-
hide, and eften deters him from aéling for the intereft of the
whole community....it makes him the humble inftrument of
party politics, and local intrigue....1t converts him from the
vank oi a dignified legiflator of 3 flate er-mation, into a {er-

i
}

vile, political pettifogger. And to complete the evily the X

opinions of each reprefentative muft be made known to his
conitituents, by placing the yeas and nays on the journals
ot the houfe of which he is a member. With {uch a {yfiem
of eleClions and legiffation, the weaknefs of man forbidsus
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¢o expeft, that reprefentatives will not often forfake the
public intereft, to fecure a temporary pupularity.

Bur the occafional facrificés of confcience and the pub-
lic good to popular fame, are not the darkeft fhuades in the
pi€turc. The man who only flatters and cringes to gain ap-
plaufe, is a faint, compared with the man who tramples on
law and conftitution to fecure the popularity his arts have
obtained, and to retain the confidence of a party. There
is fomething extremely contemptible 1n the faétitious cha-
raCter of a popularity-fecker, or mere man of the people.

« Ars tongues {pcak of him, and the bleared fighs,
. Are {pettacled to fee him,  Your prattling nuris
Into a rapture lets her baby cry,

While fhe chats bim.  The kitchen malkin pins

Her rich: ft lockram ’bout her recchy neck,

Clambering the walls to fee him; flalls, bulks, windows,
Are tmothered up, leads flled, and nidges horled,

Wik variable complexions ...all agreeing,

1o earneftnels to {ee hum....fuch a pother,

Asf that whatfcever god, who leeds him,

Were {lily crepr in1o his human powers,

And gave him graceful pofture,”’

SuakespeaR, CORIOLANUS,

THE natural conlequence of too much popularity 1s, that
it enables the poffuflor to violate the laws and conftitution
of his country, and facrifice 1ts interefts with IMPUDIY .o
During the war in hurope, in the beginning of the laft
eentury, the Duke of Marlborough, by an unuiual tide of
vi€tory, was borne fo high in popularity, that he had imflu-
ence enough to prolong that war, for the purpofe of en-
riching himfelf; and a commiffion was allnally prepared,

which would have made him general for life, but 1t was
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rendered tneffeCtual by a fingle member of the miniftry,
wito had firmuaels enough to refufe his feal X

To bea tyrant with any tolerable degree of fafety, a
man muft be fully pollefled of the confidence of the people.
Charles the firlt of England extended the royal prerogative
to an unwarrantable Iength, and loft his head....but that
prince could not have fent a detachment of three hundred ™
men to drive the commons of England from their hall, and
have effeéted his purpofe.  That adt of defpotifin was re~
icrved for the republican Cromwell, the friend of the peaple.
James the {econd was an arbitrary man, a catholic, and odi-
ous to the KEnglifli nation....he was, therefore, compelled
to abdicate his throne. But his lucceffor, William, a friend
of the whigs, afcended the throne upon a tide of popularity ;
and be could deliberately {ign an illegal and barbarous war-
rant for the murder of the whole village of Glencoe, in .
Scotland, and never be called in queltion for the murderou
deed 1 ¢ Oh, ’tis excellent,” fays the poet, |

‘““ To have a giant’s ftrength; but it is tyrannous
To ufe 1t like a grant.”
MEASURE For MEASURE,

Tie open advocate of a ftrong government is fubje& to
popular odium, his encroachments are eyed with Jealoufy,
or refifted by force. But the hypocritical pretender to pa-
triotiim acquires, in the confidence of the people, a giant’s
force, and he may ufe it like a giant. The people, like
artlels females, are liable to be feduced, not by the men
they hate or fufpet, but by thofe they love.

seesnennnnena s QUR natures do purfue,
Like rats that raven down their proper bane,

A thirlty evil, and when we drink, we die.”’
MeAsurRe FoR MEgAsurs,

S} R m—

# Johnfon’s Life of Swift.
T Smollet. continuation of Hume. Anne. 16g1.

!
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MNor i3 1t among the l2aft evils proceedimg from the am.
bition of popular favor, that the friends of the pecple are
willing to fecure it, by relixing the energy of the laws,
Thcy know that legal refiraints are odious, and will hazard
the public peace, rather than not gratify the licentious
propenfities of their partizans. But,

¢ Mercy is not itfelf that oft looks fo ;
Pardon s fill the purf{e of fecond wee.”

¢ We have firiét {tatutes and moft biting laws,

( The needful bits and curbs for headftrong fteeds:)
Which for thefe fourteen years we have let fleep ;
Even like an overgrown lion 1n a cave,

That goes not cut to prey : now, as fond fathers
Having bound up the threat’ning twigs of birch,
Only 10 flick 1t in their culdren’s fight

For terror, not for ufe 3 in time the rod

Becomes more mocked than feared ; {o our decrees,
Dead to irflibtien, to themf:lves are dead ;

And lLiberty plucks jullice by the nofe;

The baby beats the purfe, and quite athwart

Goes all decorume’veeeercese
MEAsSURE ror Mzasure,

But why this gloomy piture of errors committed, and
evils felt or expe€ted 2 Ought we to renounce our predilec-

tion for a republican governmsnt, and abandon, in defpair,
the experiment which our fathers have begun? By ne
means. Not only our duty enjoins, but neceffity impels
us to profecute plans of national grandeur and happinefs,
which were contemplated by the revolution. To advance,
indecd, requires courage and firmnels; but to retreat 1s
impoflible, and would be infamy.

To ourfelves, however, and to pofterity, it will be ufeful
to inquire, with candor and impartiality, into the caufes of
our difappointments. The real truthis, our revolutionary
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fchemes were too vifionary....and our hopes too fanguine.
A. republican government, in which the fupreme power 1s
created by choice, is unqueftionably the moft excellent form
of government in theory; and with all its imperfections, 1s,
in fa@, the moft ecligible form, for nations 1n the early
{tages of fociety. Inold, corrupt, and very populous na-
tions, it is probable that the ftate of fociety muft always
prevent the mafs of citizens, from acquiring that portion
of property, knowledge and independence of mind, which
are abfolutely effential to render an eletive government a
public blefling. Government takes 1ts form very much from
the charaéter of the people to be governed; and a repub\ia.
can or free government, neceflarily {prings from the ftate of
{fociety, manners and property in the United States. No
other form is proper for the country....no other will fuit
the prefent ftate of fociety....no other can be impofed upon
our citizens. It would be as difficult toeftablifh a monarchy
in the United States, as to found a durable republic in
France; and the difficulty would, in both, proceed from a
common caufe, the unfitnels of each fpecies of government

for the people of the relpetive countries. The French M

projeCt, of conquering all nations into liberty, or of giving
them all a republican government, has had its admirers....

[}

‘
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We have feen the tragedy and its cataftrophe. As well ¢

might the reformers of government attempt to fit all na-

tions with one kind of garment....compelling a Laplanda
er to wear, in winter, the muilins of India, or the tribes

i
id

that pant beneath a fultry fun on the banks of the Senegal,

to wrap themielves in the furs of Siberia,

BuT although a republican government is admitted to be
the beft, and moft congenial to our ftate of fociety, its ine

nate perfeCtions and unavoidable abufes, render it far lefs
durable, than its enthufiaftic admirers have fuppofed. This

conglulion, drawn from experience, thould filence the come
i)

-“'
o~
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plaints of men, who look for more perfedtion in poverninent
than 1t is fulceptible of receiving ; it fhould allay the ani-
mofities and temper the difcuflions of our citizens :....it
{hould produce a more indulgent {pirit towards the fauits of
men in power, and the errors of private individuals.

Tur confideration, alfo, that the intended effe&s of a
frée government, are moltly defeated by an abufe of its pri-
vileges, {liould make us more {olicitous to acquire a deep
and corre€t knowledge of its true principles, and more
vigilant in guarding againft the impofitions of defigning
men....men who feek offices by fair promifes, and flatter
only to deceive. Moft men are more willing to command
than to obey....and more men are defirous to obtain public
favor, than are willing to deferve it, by {evere ftudy and
labortous fervices. One truth, alfo, ought to be deeply
- imprefled on the minds of freemen, that men of real worth
are always the lalt to {eek offices for themfelves....and the
l1aft to clamor againft men of worth who poffefs them.

But while confiderations like thefe fhould abate the ex-
pedtations of the enthufiaft, we fhould carefully avoid del-
‘pondence, and faithfully exert our talents to realize the
bleflings of freedom, under our prefent form of government.
The real objed of the revolution was, to fecure to the
United States, the privilege of governing themfelves....
not to diffol¥e all government and refign our country to be
the {port of licentious paffions and wild mifrule. The real
objedt of Independence ought not to be abandoned....it muft
be fteadily and perfervingly purfued.— Weak or wicked men
may occafionally rife to diftin&tion in- the public councils ;
Jut wheever may be the men in power, let the government
be obeyed. As the poet enjoins:

6 Refp'e& to your great place ; ﬂnd let the devil
B¢ fometimes honored for his burning throne.”
MEASURB FOR MEASURE.
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10 know the real worth of men, their talents and views
muft be put to the teft.  The weak and the corrupt, ex- 5\
alted to highand refponfible ftations,are tried and expoled.... |
and from their elevations, they fall like Lucifer, néver |
again to rifz.  Nor are combinations of profligate men very
formidable in fociety ; as their lufluence can never be of
long duration. Were the power of fuch combinations equal
to the turpitude of the members, they would, 1n every age,
overwhelm the earth, But it 1s the decree of heaven that
the league of iniquity fhould diffolve, like a rope ot land ; for
the fame perfidicus principles which impel men to betray
their country and its religion, will make them treacherous

to each other.

WuiLe we thus attend to the objefts of the revolution,
with the errors and dangers to which our government 1s ¢xa
pofed, let us employ 2 moment in calling to mind the gleo.
my {cenes, and vicifhtudes of the war, the wants, the fec.
blenels and the diftradtions of the Colonies; the diftrefleg
of the army, and the {olicitude of our citizens. This fo.
lemn anniverfary has demands upon the fenfibilities of the
heart, no lefs than upon the faculties of the mind; and by
mingling the recolle¢tions of manly lorrow, with the joys
of the day, we unite the purpofes of virtue wita convivial
pleafure, and give dignity to the feftival....Let this anniver.
fary renew the deep, but tranquil grief of the aged fire, :
who bore the bleeding carcafe of a brave ion, from the J
held of viftory to a grave¥®....Let it revive the keen an
guifh of the mother, whefe heart was wrung by the lofs of
a favorite fon, and of the widow, bereaved of an affeétion-
ate hufband....Let it {foften the heart of the orphan, whole

hopes of preteétion and {upport were blafted by the prema-

o § (Btmemcy

* Alluding to a faét which tcok place at Benniagton,
)
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ture fate of a kind father! Yet while we yield, for the
moment, to the fenfibilities of our nature, let the proud
recollection of the glory won, and the bleflings acquired, in -
the field of battle, arveft the {ymparhies of the {oul, and
check the rifing flood of forrow. While our hearts melt with
the recolleflion of the fevere fuflerings, and glorious fate,
of our departed friends, let us be animated with new zeal
to imitate their virtues, and with frefh defires to cherifh
the honor and interclt of the country, which they fhed their
blood to defend.

LeT the youth of our country, who were not {pectators
of the diftre{les of the war; but who bave entered upon
the ftage of life in time to fee the filver locks of the revo-
~ Jutionary patriots, and to witnefs the {cars and the pover-
ty of the war-worn foldier....let thefe ponder the hiltory
and liften to the tale of their fathers’ {ufferings, and their
country’s danger. Let them read the animated and ener-
gatlc addrefles of the firft American Congrels, whole firm.
nefs and eloquence would have honored a lRoman Senate....
Let them early imbibe the manly and dignified fentiments
of that illuftrious council which pointed out the road to in-
'dependence....Let them catch a portion of the patriotic
flame....and by learning to revere the lentiments, may they
be led to follow the éxample, of thole venerable {ages....
Let them review, in imagination, the heroic atchicvments
of the American troops....Let them fee, at Bunker’s -hill,
a few hardy farmers, twice repulfing the numerous, well-
marfhalled columns of the foe, and holding the iflue of the con-
teft in fufpenfe....L.et them tranfport their imaginations to
the hills of Bennington, the fields of Saratoga, the almolt
inacceflible cliffs of Stony Point, and the plains of York-
town where the armies of America clofed their triumphs ;
there let them admire the heroifm of the citizen {oldier, and
catch the {pirit of vi€tory. . Then let them caft their eyes
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upon a fhattered army, retreating before a triumphant foe
....See the magnanimous WasHinoTON, alnoft deferted N\
and driven to defpair, rallying a fmall band of half-clothed, |
difpirited Lroops, whofe naked feet, lacerated with the froft
bound clods, ftained the road with blood, as they marched
to the vidtories of Trenton and Princeton! Let {cenes like
thefe lead them to compaflionate the diftrefles of a half-
famifhed foldiery, who fuffered and bled to defend the blef~ .
fings which we now enjoy, and whofe {ervices are yet unre-
warded.  And when our youth fee a needy foldier, grown
old in poverty, or the widows and orphans of foldiers,
doomed to want by the lofs of their protectors, and the de-
preciation of government paper, let them open the liberal
hand of bounty, and by relieving their wants, {till divide ""zl‘
with them the burthens and the diftrefles of the revolution., ¢
Let them confider that upon them has devolved the tafk of
defending and improving the vich inheritance, purchaled by
their fathers. Nor let them view this inheritance of Na-™
tional Freedom and Independence, as a fortune that is tobe !
{quandered away, 11 eafe and riot, but as ..~ eftate to be f
preferved only by induftry, toil and vigilance. Let them
caft their eyes around upon the aged fathers of the land,
whofe declining ftrength calls for their fupport, and whole-
venerable years and wiidom demand their deference and
refpet. Let them view the fair daughters of America,
whofe blufhing cheeks and modeft deportment invite theilr
friendfhip and protecuion ; whofe virtues they are to cheriih
and reward by their love and fidelity ; and whofe honor and
happinefs it is their duty to maintain inviolable. Let them
learn to merit the eftcem and affections of females of worth,
whofe rank in life depends much on the reputation of their
hufbands, and who therefore never fail to refpet men of {
charadter, as much as they deipiie thofe who wafte their !

lives in idlencfs, gaming and frivolous puriuits. A

F R, N n-'h-:rl-f"
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AxDp let us pay the tribute of relpect to the memory
of the illuftrious hero who led our armies in the ficld of vie-
tory, and the ftatefinan who firft prefided over our national
councils. Lot us review the hiftory of his life, to know
his worth and learn to value his example and his fervices.
Y.et us, with a lolemn pleafure, vifit his tomb ; there to
drop-a tear of affeélion, and heave u fervent figh, over de-
parted greatnels....'There let us pluck a {prig of the willow
and the laurel that thade the afhes of a WasnincTON, and
bear 1t on our bofoms, to remind us of his amiable virtues,
his diftinguifhed atchievments, and our irreparable lots L.,
Then let us relume our ftations in life, and animated by his
illuftrious example, cheerfully attend to the duties affigned,
us, of improving the advantages, fecured io us by the toils
of the revolution, and the acquifition of independence,

FINIS.

ERRATUM.

Page 13, line 9. For enthusiastics read entbusiasts,




