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A Leogend.

BY J, PYSON RISHTLI.

It was the season of the feast,

The saerifioe of bird and beast,

To cele brate with solemn rite

Again the Hebrew paschal night,

‘When the aveng'ng angel fell

And smote the foes of Israel,

That, from o distant city, came,
Weary, end sandal-worn, and lame,

A pioue Rabbi, 'Twas his will

The Falmud’s purpose to fudll,

To enter God's grent house of prayer,
And offer his oblations there.

This done, he traced his way again,
O'er burning sand and arid plain,
Toward his home, At 'set of sun

One duy ’twas reached, his journey done:
And as he neared his home once more,
His wife received him at the door.

Said she—* O, Rabbi, cre you rest,
Hear thou the grief that fills my broast,
Hast thou forgot, or dost thou know,

Of treasure lent us long ago:

And now, behold! this very day

The lender takes his gifts away,

And they, alas! forever gone,

That I had fondly called my own.”

¢ Nay,” said the Rabbi, “covet not:
Hast thou the Lord’s command forgot?
Give back unwept whate’er they be,
The gems thy friend hath lent to thee.”
She to a cot the Rabbi led,

Drew wide the curtain, and she said.
“These ave the gems: thy sons behold—
Jewels moie dear to me than gold.

The Giver of all good bath sent

To claim the treasures he hind lent.”
With bowed head the Roabbi stood,
And calmly said,  The Lord is good;
His grace declare;his worth preclaim;
And blessed bz hisholy nime(”?

QOld-Fashioned Hospitality Out
of Date,

T do not mean thatit is out of nse merely; T
mean that it is not adapted to these times,
and it is unwise to attempt to enforce it.
Time was when every man's house was
open to almostevery other man., As popula-
tion and wealth increased the necessity for
this disappeared,and the custom largely dis-
appenred also, Among Methodists, in par
tleular, there grew up a style of hospitality
almost pecaliar. Their prenchers were travel.
ers,and,both from the necessity of furnishing
them quarters,and the pleasure of entertain-
ing them,families used to vle with each other
in extending hospitalities to them, Dut the
abandonwent of the elicuit system removed
the necessity of such attentions, and the
custom has measurably ceased. The extent
to which this was earried forty to fiffy years
ago is almost incredible now with younger
people. It was a luxury, indeed, but in
many cases it beeame an expensive one, not
1o say a troublesome one, Not only the
preachers officially eonnected with the cir-
cuit expected and reesived entertainment,
but others, passing along en private business
or pleasure, were entertained,  Along some
leading roads this became a large item,
Camp-meetings of the old etyle were finally
broken up by the demands for gratuitous
entertainment by preachers and others.
Conferences were entertained gratuitouslv
as a matter of course; and it wag no great
burden when we remember the style of

. living ahalf or a thid of acentury ago; he-
sides, it was then recognized asa necessity,
because of the menger snlaries of the precach-
ers,

The extent to which {his was pushed
often became very embarrassing, 1remem-
ber that at & Western conference, about a
third of a century ago, & brother, feeling
aggrieved abt the disproportionately large
salary of a Book Agant, asked in open con-
ference that he speeify the items that con-
stituted it. In reply he itemized: *‘ Quar-
terage, 2264; house rent, $300; table ex-
penees, $1,000.” That was the way it was
done in those dayr. In apology for the enor-
mous allowance for house rent and table
expenses he said that a larze houte and ex-
pensive table were necessary, because he and
his colleagues about the ‘ Concern” were

. expected to entertain the brethren that vis-
ited the city on business or pleasure, ¢ which
we do,” he added, ¢ very cheerfully; but it
is an expensive luxary, which cannot be
afforded on the average allowance of & cir-
cuit or small station.” And hedid not over-
stafe the necessities of hig case or the cus-
toms of the times,

In most eaces the custom has pnssed away
with the necessity for it. To some extent
preachers stationed in central cities, end
especially presiding clders, are yet required
to be “given to hospitality” more than is
really convenient or profitable, especinlly
considering the drain it makes upon their
time, But even thir is gradually diminish-
ing. But thereremainsone oustom of olden
time which has inereaged in its burdensome-
nesy, both by the inerensing demand and the
diminished ability to bear it. I allude to
the gratuitous entertainment of ennfer
ences, synods, assemblies, conventions, and
the like. Formerly all kinds of eonnven-
tions, even political, were largely entertain-
ed gratuitously. Grand Lodges of Masons.
and 0dd Fellows, and Good Templars, and
Grand Divisiona were migratory that ihey
might be entertained pratuitously. Inmost
of these this custom has been wholly aban-
doned, and the loeal lodges are taxed to pay
boarding expenser. Sunday-echool and
Church conventions, conferences, synods.
asgemblies, and fissociations, yet, however,
eling to the custom, notwithstanding that
the neceseity for it hag ceased, and all in the
face of the well.lknown embarrassment it
oauses, simply because it canbs done. No
preacher who has once obtained entertain-
ment for a conferenes, or econvention, or gen-
eral agsembly, ever desires to do it again.
Bnt since it comes only once in a life-time,
(unless the lightning happens to strike
second time,) and since only one in a gcore
orso has even this mnuch experience, in the
absence of forcible remonstrance from the
entertainers—which politeness or patienceis
presumed to forbid—the custom is continued,
and conferences are migratory that this may
be.

Just how a reformation is to be effectep
is vot as plain as is the desirableness of it,
The complainings are mostly silent, and the
burden is borne this time in hopes that it
may not be imposed again doon. Yet ex-
periences like the following are not infre-
quent: A brother who had been compelled
by what he ealled social blackmail to enter-
tain four during a conference, said to me
not long eince that the actual cost of such
entertainment, additional to the wear upon
his wife, had been more than he had been
ableto pay for ordinary Church expenses
the whole preceding year. Either of his
guests was worth more money than he, and
Thad received & larger salary the preceding
year, A neighbor of his, a member of
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another Chureh, had been compelled by an
appenl to lokal pride to board twe guebts,
whom he hever saw, ot a hotel. He was
neither able nor willing to do it, but a press-
ure was brought to bear upon .the com-
munity, whicls forced these and many siwi-
lnr results. Christianity is not promoted
by such involuntary contributions, The
brether’s calling it a social blackmailing op-
eration was harsh, but we have no betbter
word to describe it with,

This becomes insupportably oppressive
where such hospitalities are demanded for
& month or more, a8 at a General Ascembly
or & (General Conference, Occasionally there
are cities of immensge wealth, as Brooklyn,
which can provide in a princely manner for
a General Conference; but even Brookiyn
Methodists will nob clamor for another ses-
sion until the loeal Church debt of several
thounsand dollars created in the entertain-
ment is liquidated by that hard process
svhich is known in the proverb as paying for
o dead horse.

That the next General Conference will be
held at St Louis is now probably definitely
settled, Thenoble little band of only a few
hundred members have ceased to talk of
asking that some other city aceept the re-
sponsibility, and are already addressing
themselves to the tatk of providing homes
for those who should provids their own
homes. By appealing to city pride,and the
liberalityof the hotels and of other Churches,
they hope to succeed in a manner worthy of
the Central City, Allhonor to the backbone
which they disp'ay! The General Confer-
ence’s cowing fo foon alter the General
Assembly’s mesting in the same city rendera
it the more difflcult to provide homes, as
the remembrance of the bDlessedness of
entertaining strangers amonth is not quite
forgotten—for in the end wemust be enter-
tained by the same families that entertained
that body. The laywan who was chiefly
instrumentalin inviting us to weef, there will
not, himself, entertain a single delegate, and
his condjutor, a man of the biggest heart
imaginable, can entertain but few, if any,
The burden fulls uapon unwilling shonlders—
upon those who were startled at the am-
nouncement, and who for months talked
more of repudiating than indorsing ihe in-
vitation.

The remedy for there evils is not so plain.
The cure will ba geaeral only as the over-
burdensome demands for hospitality at
camp-meetings and in private circles were
cured: a shutting of the door—gently, if
that will do. but abruptly, if nothing else
will do, All Churches ave feelimg it; all
complain of it, yet for the present all sub-
mit, For one, I shall do my part, in this
way. I expect to go to the next General
Conferencé if my brethren are as willing as
I am, but I shall secure bonrding at my own
expense; and if I can do it without givieg
offense to the good brethren who will have
nbored so hard to entertain the General
Conference, I shall introduce a resolution,
amendatory of the Discipline, which shall
provide that the locat Churches shall pay
the board of the pastors at the annual con-
ferences, and the conferences shall provide
for the expenses of their own delegntes,
boarding included. There are enough of us
who are williny to pay our own way at
either the annual or General Conferences,
While T should regret to confine the deleza-
tion to the rich wembers of the conference,
I am of the opinion that any man who is
competent to represent a conference ean
raise tho necessary funds from a few friends
rather than impose upon a siranger as a
sponge for.o. month or more.

I have said that the little Church in St.
Louis is displaying wonderful backbone in,
prepuring to entertain the conference after
the old style. It would be a greater dis.
play of the same rare quality to publish a
card stating their inability to provide gra-
tnitous entertuninment, their readiness to
procure good boarding at ressonable rates,
and leave thosce of other Churches to extend
invilations of hospitality at their pleasnre,
rather than to require it as o matter of
charily or city advertising, There never
was a better time to do this needed thing.
The whole Churab (exoept a few delegates)
would praise them for their fravkness. The
General Conference would adjournin twenty
doysor legs, and that inevitable debt, which
even the wealth of Brooklyn has nof paid,
(or had not a short time ago,) would be
avoided. The whole Church knows the
feeblenesr of our Churel in that city, and
wonld rejoice that they had met the emer-
gency in a frank and straightforward man-
ner. oy

Claverack College and Hudson
River Institute,

This institution., which is situnted in the
beautiful village of Claveracl, three miles
from Hudson, has just completed its twenty-
fivst year.

The committes found their work lightened
by the careful and conscientious preparation
of the students. The recitations were bighly
creditable to the professorsin the several
departments, The declamations and the
essays were worthy of specialnotice, They
gave evidence of rigid training.

The subjects and matter of the graduat-
ing class batokened future usefulness, An-
other noticeable feature was the gymnastic
exercises of the ladies, under the skillful
management of the teacher of that depart-
ment. Accompanying a good culinary
department, they will aecount for the
general good health among the students.
The reception at the honse of President
Fiock at the close of the term is one of the
pleasantest features of this prosperous
institution, COlaverack College posses:cs
many claims npon those seeking an educa-
tion, It islocated in & bhealthful elimate,
and away from the temptations of large
towns. The scholars are divided into
forms, according to age and culture, in
imitation of the English schools. The
president meets these forms occasionally,
and by conversational lectures instructs
them in habits of politeness, neatnets, and
health,

The commercial college is desipned to
prepare young menand wonten for business

pursuits, Military instruction is made a
recreative exercise; telegraphy is taught by
o practical instructor,

The bacealaureate degree is conferred upon
Iadies completing the four years' course.
Languages, musie, a'nd painting,receive due
attention at the hands of worthy teachers.
The president makes special provision for
young men preparing for the ministry.

' Asa P. Livon,
WiLLiaM TRUSLOW,
WiLsuR F. BRUSH.
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» Wesleyan University.

REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE.

The exawining committee, through their
seoretary, wish to report that they have
attended the several oral examinations ap-
pointed, examined the written papers snb-
mitted to them, and given atteution to the
awarding of the various prizes,

With the examinations, as & whole, they

have been highly gratified. Exeeptions
there, indeed, are, some of which ought not
to have been—yet the report, of which the
registrar will communicate to each one his
part, is, taken asa whole, an unusually good
one. In every department there has been
evidence of thoroughness and ingpiration on,
the part of instruectors, and of diligence and
ability upon the part of studentg, Without
any reflection upon other departments, the
committee wounld say that they were special-
ly gratified with the exercises in practical
chemistry, geology, physics and trigonome-
try,logic, Latin, and the philology connected
with the department of Greek,
" In the judgment of the committee the
system of written examinations, although
it adds greatly to the labors of the faculty,
yet, since it affords the most reliable test of
the proflciency of the student, is to be
highly commended. In passing judgment
upon the papers subinitted, it has not been
forgotten that the nervous excifement and
confurion of an examination mey sometimes
have eaused a good scholar to fall, and that
faithful work in the recitation reom throulh-
out the year ought to go far towards coun-
teraeting the failure of an hour.

The several prize awards will, doubtless,
cause the usual amount of jey and sorrow,
approval and disapproval, both reasonable
and unreasonable. Some of them have
been agreed upon with gdifficulty, owing to
the high degree of excellence attained,
often in different directions, by several
competitors. The committee lays no claim
to infallibility ; they only wish to say that
they have done the best they eould. The
favored ones may well he proud of their
laurels; but there are those whote names
will not be mentioned here to-day, whom
the committee would like to assure, were it
possible, that they too have donme nobly.
Let none, therefore, be too much elated,
and none too much depressed.

Without expressing any opinion upon &
question which at present divides the educa-
tional world—content, rather, to leave that
to the verdict of fairly tried experiments—
the committee are glad to recognize the
ability evinced by the lady students. No
comparison need be mede betweeh them
and their gentleman rivals; it is enough to
say that in every department in which they
appenred they did theomselves very great
eredit. Both readiness and thoroughness
were shown by them in a very high dezree,

Three: members of your committes were
not graduates of this college; at their sug-
wastion several remearks are added, in which
the remainder of the committee heartily
concur.

The loeation of the college upon the cre«t
of this beautiful hill, rurrounded by its
charming natural secnery, with its remarkal
ble facilities for botanical and geologica
invesfigations, its freedom from confusion
and distracting excitements, is unsurpassed.
They decm it far pxefera,b'le. &s a place for
mental culture, to a location in a large
metropolis, and would fain ecounteract the
too prevalent eopinion that We:l+yan
University was unfortunatelv planted.

They were also muech pleased with the
preseut course of study. It seemed tothem a
happy compromise between the classieal ex-
clusiveness of the past and the extreme lib-
eral views of the present. The opportunities
afforded for practical work under the
immediate supervision of a professor, and
for an extended course of study in almost
any braneh, afford the student emple
scope for consulting his own tastes, while
the required studies secure a substaniial
foundation on which to build.

These visitors from abroad have left us
with a very high opinion of our Alma
Mater, hier location, her course of study,
her students, and especially of her Faculty,
whom they greatly commended both as
teachers and as men. Indeed, one of these
visitors, who has had opportunities for large
observa‘ion, declares thet no college in the
land affords better facilities for a thorough
education—and this statement is indorsed
by the entire committee.

Hoping that the near future may bring to
the college an endowment that will place it
upon a satisfactory foundation; add to the
number of its professors, thus lightening the
burdens of its preaent faculty, and enabling
them to carry into suecessful operation the
full course of study already projected;
bring to its halls the large number of
students it so richly merits, and who so
much need its advantages; and place it at
the head of the foremost rank of American
colleges—this report is respectfully sub-

mittad. L, R. THAYER, Chairman,
H. A. Buyrz,
Hexry LuMMIs,
W. R. Davis,
C, 8. HARROWER,
E. W, BURR,
W. B. SILBER,
ANDREW HUNT,
W. W. BowbpisH,
E. M, SMITH, Sccretary.
June 21, 1875.
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Rav, A, Dickson,

Rev. Alexander Dickson died at his resi-
dence in Middlefield, Masx,, April 12, 1875,
aged 75. He was born at Hartford, N. Y., in
1799. Atthe age’'of twenty-four he was con-
verted. With a messags uoon his lips, and
a Joving heart prompting him to its utter-
ance, he from the first labored zealously
and continuously in the cause of Christ.

In the providence of God he moved at
this time into & comrunity of Methodists,
where he found a home. Soon uniting him-
self with the Chureh, he actively improved
his gifts, and Iabored effectively in every
good word and work.

For years after his conversion he felt a
streng desire to preach, but the magpitade
of the work, and a sense of his own insuf-
ficienoy, held him back from offering him-
self, until his brethren pressed him 1nto the
service. Lot

In 1836 be joined the Troy Conference,
and was immediately sent upon the circuit
of Pollet, Vt., where the conference met
that year. He traveled suceessively on the
following circuits: Mt. Holly, Fort Ann,
Bakersville, Swanton, North Ferrisbury,
Miiton, Berne, and New Lebanon. At Fer-
risbury, while holding & camp-meeting in
the heat of the secession controversy,several
tents were set on fire, and Brother Dickson,
in the excitement, exerted himself beyond
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bie strength, and received lnjmiepé swhish
graduallylimpaired his health to sugh, a de--
gree that he was in: 1850 compelled to resign
the active work of the ministry, -

For many years after retirlng from the
ciroult he continued to preach, as his hedlth
ollowed, He loved the work, and though
be made business sa'criﬁces on entering the
ministry, and was obliged to retire com-
paratively early, he never for a moment re-
gretted the choice.

In his declining years the remembrance of
his former labory, and of God’s signal blew-
ing in the conversion of many precious souls
ia every place of his ministry, was a source
of heartfelt joy and gratitude. When ability
to labor is providentially denied, happy are
they who can say, ¢ We did what we could,
and our lives have net been in vain.”

During his last years Brother Dickson
lived much within himself, rarely getting
out to see his friends or neighbors; and yet
he used to say he had the best of com-
pany, for his Bible and his God were always
with him,

In 1868 he began to make a memorandum
of his reading, and an exawination of his
diary reveals the fact that in five years he
had on an average read the Bible through
in course once & month,

In February, 1874, he had a shook which
pactially unsettled his mind, and during
this last year of hislife his naturally amiable
qualities shone with peculiar radiance. He
was genial and loving, and especially
anxious that every body ¢ should be right
and do right.”

He was a great sufferer in his last illness,
of a month or mor», yet all wus borne with
remarkable Christian fortitude and pa-,
tience,

On the night of his death, in the extrem
ity of bodily anguish, his prayer was, O
Lord, deliver mel!” and soon the answer
came, So quietly and peacefully was his
deliverance from toil and pain that his
friends were scarcely aware of the presence
of the dread messenger till his work was
done, and the soul of the dear departed
was ushered into rest and glory.

e ——
Interesting Letter from Daniel
Webster.

Professor Pease—Dear Sir: 1 have re-
ceived your very able and interesting an-
nual report of the condition of the New
York Sabbatl-school Assooiation, and read
it with great pleasure and instruction. It
is gratifying, very gratifying, to learn that
in a city where vice and immorality run
riot with impunity. a fow humble Chris-
tians have devsted their time and energies
to the eause of religion; and I fervently
pray that your labors may be crowned with
success,

The Sabbath-school is one of the great in-
stitations of the day. It leads our youth
in the path of truth and morality, and
malkes them gaod men and uscful citizens.
As o school of religious instruction it is of
Inestimable value. As a civil institution it
is priceless. It has done more to preserve
our liberties than grave statesmen and
armed soldiers. Let it then be fostered cnd
preserved until the cnd of time.

1 once defended a man charged with the
awfal crime of murder., At the conelasion
of the t1ialI asked him what could have in-
dneced Lim to stain his hands with the
blood of a fellow-being. Turning his blood-
shot eyes full upon me, he replied:

“Mr. Webster, in my youth I spent the
holy Sabbath in evil amusements instead
of frequenting the house of prayer and
praize.”

Could we go back to the early years of all
hardened criminalg, I believo— yes, firmly
believo—that their subsequent crimes might
thus be traced back to the neglect of youth-
ful religious instruection.

Many years ago I spent a Sabbath with
Thomas Jefferson at his residence in Vir-
ginia. It was in the month of June, and
the weather was delightful. When engaged
in dircussing the beauties of tho Bible, the
sound of a bell broke upon our ears. Turn-
ing to the Sage of Monticello, I romaried:

“How sweetly, how very sweetly, eonnds
that Sabbatl bell!”

The distinguished staiesman for a mo-
ment seemed lost in thought, and then re-
plied, ‘“Yes! my dear Webster, yes; il melts
the heart; it calms our passions, and makes
us boys again.” _

Here I observed that man was an animal
formed for religious worship: and that, not-
withstanding all the sophistry of Epiecurus,
Tucretius, and Voltaire, the Scriptures stood
upon  rock ag firm, as unmovable, as truth
itself; that man, in his purer, loftier breath
ings, tuined the mental eyes towards im-
mortality; and that the poet only echoed
the general sentiment of our natures in
saying,

¢ The s, securn in her exlstence, smiles

At the drawn dagger, and defles its point.”

Mr. Jefferson fully concurred in this
opinion, and observed that the tendency of
the Awmerlean mind was in a different diree-
tion; and that ihe Sundav-schools (ho did
not use our more correct word, Sabrath)
presented the only legitimate means under
the Constitution of avolding the rk on
which the French Republic was wrecked.

‘¢ Burke,” said he, “‘never uttered a more
important truth than when he exelaimed
that a religious education was the cheap
defense of nations. Raikes has done more
for our country than the preseat generation
will acknowledge. Perhaps when Iam cold
he will obtain his reward. I hope so. I
earnestly hope so, I am coneidered, Me
Webster, to bave litile religion; but now is
not the time io correct errors of this sort. T
have always said, sand always will gay, that
the studious perusal of the sacred volume
will make better ecitizene, better fathers,
and better husbands.” Of the distinguished
Raikes he said he was clarium et venerabile
nomen.

I took the liberty of saying that I found
more pleasure in Hebrew poetry than in the
best productions of Greece and Rome;
that the ‘‘harp upon the willows by Baby-
lon” had charms for mebeyond any thing
in the numbers of the blind man of Smyrna.
I then turned to Jereminh (there was a fine
folio of the Scriptures before me, of 1458)
and read aloud some of those sublime pas-
sages that used to delight me on my fa-
ther's knee,

But I fear, my friend, I shall tire you with
my prolix account of what was a pleasant
Sabbatb, spent in the company of one who
hag filled a very large space in our polit-
ical and literary annals.

Thanking jou for the report, and hearti-
1y concurring with you in the trath of your'
quotation, that ** Righteousness exalteth a
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nation; but sin is a repronch to any peo-
ple,” I remain, with high regard; your
friend. DANIEL WEBSTER.

. Mars]u‘lqle?, June 15, 1852.

Fort Edward Institute,

Finding an institution of learning that,
withina radius of fifty miles, issurrounded
by several similar ones—of which some are
less thau thirty miles distant—and that has
for twenty-one years fully sustained its
popularity in character, usefulness, and the
oumber of its students, we may be assured
there are reasons for it that merit mention,
Inlooking for those reasons we eannot in
this case, nor do we care to, claim the at-
tractiveness of an orunate and superbly fur
nisbed building, that shall invite languor
and ennui, And yet the structure is large,
solid, attractive to the eye, abundantly
commodiouns, and supplied with all needed
appurtenaness for four hundred inmates.
Its frontage has an outlook that is broad,
picturesque, and inviting to admirers of
naturs made astir by busy activity. Neither
ean we attribute the steady successes to
any false glare of parade and show, to
extravagances of dress and forms of eere-
monious etiquette. In these days of popular
extravagances popularity does not always
consist in right down good sense, strong
thougnt, solid diseipline, and excellence of
scholarship; but here is an iastitution of
Jearning of high academic grade that not
only lives right on for more than a soore of
years, but flourishes on a plain aad rolid
basis, whose large corps of teaschers aum to
educate rather than to adorn,and to instruct
rather than to gloss over,

The principal, Joseph E. King, Ph.D.,
D.D., is a veteran in the work of nduecation.
Livingin the building, eating, with his fami-
Iy and guests, at the satne hours and in the
same hall, supervising in person all the in-
terests of the seminary, from the material
supplies to the mental drills and religions
influences, and aided by an accomplished
preceptress, Miss Jennie M. Bancroft, he so
far nuderstands his life-work as to gather
about him a full and compotent board of
helpers, a large number of advanced pupile,
whote manly and womanly bearings indi-
cate the elevated character of the inrtitute;
to satisfy hundreds of patrony from all parts
of the country; to aid indigent nnd worthy
young men prepa,rinp,l for positiong of ase-
fulness in the Church; and to keep hie
hands on all the cords that ave necessary to
make effective a larze and suceessful acad-
emy. Imterested alike in matters at home,
in the cause of education at large, and in
the Chureh, he comes and goes as the calls
of duty are made upon him.

Under such a supervision and regimen it
is not surprising, but what way be expeot-
ed, that this institute has no peer of its
erade nearer than Cazenovin. The Board
of Instruction eonsists of seventeen persons,
who are assigned to their several depart-
ments of work. 'The whole number of pu-
pils enrofled for the year Just olosed is four
hundred and thirty-one, and the average
per term is two hundeed and thirty. The
courses of study requisite for graduation
are cufliciently extensive to requira three
yoarg, after the preparatory, for their com-
pletinn. TFor the hotter accommadation of
all thers i3 a classical, a colleyiate-prepar-
atory, and a comuercial course, either of
which may be so modified by elective
studies us to be suited to both sexes, to ithose
who caanol, complete cither of the eourses,
and to such as graduate here and elsewhere.

The eommercial department has all the
advantages of a separate institution, and,
what is of serviee, it has the indirect aids of
academic studies and influences. Atthisan-
niversary six young men completed the pre-
seribed course, and, received attesting
diplomas,

Notwithstanding the financial stricture of
the times, the late graduating c¢lass was the
largest in tbe history of the seminary, oon-
sisting of fwenty-seven, of whom eighteen
are ladies and nine are gentlemen, who
represent eight different States of the-Re-
publie.

The anniveraary exersices consisted of a
baecealaureate addresa on Sunday, June
20, by Rev. C. C. M’Cabe, A. M., of Chicago;
of a social reunion of faculty, students,
and alumni on Monday evening: of publis
examinations on Tuesday ond Wednesday
in book keeping, commereial law, rhetorie,
geomeiry, IPrench, Homer, botany, and
Elements of Criticiem, with in-pection of
works of art, and of the exerciees of th-
graduating clasg—all of which were good,
while some were of a high order. Asan
inspiration and inducement to excellence
prizes are offered in ench leading depart-
ment, particulatly in letters and ort.

Under the direetion of the several teceh-
ers, and yet open to the questionings of the
visiting committee,the examinations evinced
a thorough devotion of the teachers and
the pupils to their work. The department
of musis, voeal and instrumental, is also
committed to a professor of merit, whose
whole time ig given to this speeial work., In
the department of art, both penriling and
painting, the specimens were sufificiently
maoy and excellent to give assurances of a
degree of instruction requisite to develop
the native genius of any.

A careful survey ol the woikings and
adaptations of this instifution to largely
meet; the popular want enables the commit-
tee to commend it to public patronage.

Though the conference within whose
bounds this seminary is located may have,
and as gome think shounld have, an institus
tion of learning, and of high arade, under
its immediate auspicas and direction, and
the more so for the sake of restoring to its
early status the academy at Poultney, yet
the patrons and friends ef this honorsd
institute need have no fears aos to s con-
tinued success and usefulness while the
saine braina and genius as pow continue
to plan for and preside over it.

Bostwick HAWLEY,
J. E. C. BAWYER,
SAMUEL M'KEAX,
J. I’ CLYMER,

W. A. MASsEY,
Committee,

s rmam———————
Shaw University.

We have recently commenced the new
building of Shaw Uoiversity, which will be
worth about §30,000, If some friend of
education, God, and of the Chnreh, would
be so charitable as fo aid wus in this good
work, it would be a lasting memorial of
them. Of course, we wiil have to depend
greatly upon our friends,who have go faith-
fully stood by us in the past, and brought
us thus far, 'We have tried, and will‘con-
tinue to try, to elevate ourselves in point of
ititelligence, We axe determined to gojlon

and complete our bullding, which Isnesded,
Shaw University -is wielding & great inflo-
ence in the State of Mississlppi; it is
spreading Methodism very rapidly in the
State. Now, we hope onr friends will help
us all they possibly can; this will strengthen
the cause of the Church. We hope our
words will toach the heart of some person
who is able to give Shaw University some-
thing. We, poor colored people in the South,
need to be elevated in'such an institution
a3 Shaw University, We hope the time will
come when we will be able to return it back
again. We need sach an institution to make
us like other peaple, intelligent. We need
all the aid which you can give us, By s0
complying the Lord will bless the giver,
M. ApAus, P, E., Trustee.

Ilolly Springs, Miss,

T ———
Dickinson College.

The undersigned, appointed as visitors to
Dickinson College for the ourrent year, take
pleasurein bearing testimeny to the barmony
prevailing among the members of the faculty,
and to their eficiency in performing their
duties, The conditfon of the college in its
various departments is highly gratifying to
its friends, and authorizes undiminished
confidence in its management. The grad-
uating class, numbering twenty-three, is the
lurgest for a number of years. '

The students will compare with those of
any former year in character and proficiency
in study. Their number, however. is far
less than it oughtto be. With so large and
prosperous a territory as is embraced in the
patronizing conferences, and with the ad-
vantages offerzd to students by Dickinson—
equalto those of any other first-class eollege—
its halls ought to be filled. We recommend
to all the friends of the institution earnest
eflorts to inorense the attendance of students.
We donot belleve they can do better clge-
where,

While there has been of late years an im-
provement in the financial condition of the
college, its endowment is altogether too
meager to enable it to de the work expected
of it as one of the oldest and leading col-
leges of the Church and country. We take
this opportunity to urge upon our wealthy
wembers and friends the needs and claims
of Dickinson.

We also call atvention to the approasching
Centennial of American independence as
fitting oceasion for special effort in the con-
ferences to add to the endownient a sum
not less than two hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars. The trustees will zabmit to
the conferenoces practical suggestions for
venlizing this objeot; and, as the General
Conference commends to the Church our
edueational interests as speocially worthy
of their generous assistance at this time,
we sincerely hopo that our college may share
largely in the gifts of an appreciative peo-
ple, under the patriotic and Christian im-
pulses of the Centenary observances,

Phila, Conf.—J. Dickersan, W. L. Mills.

Belt. Conf.—Wm. 8, Edwards, L, T, Wid-
erman. .

. J. Conf.—B, C. Lippincott, C. S. Van-
clove,

Newark Conf.—J. 0. Winner, R. 5. Da-
shiell.

Welmington Conf.—Wm., P. Davis, J. H.
Caldwell.

Central Pa. Conf.—J. Benson Alers,

Cariisle, Pa,, Juve 23, 1875,

The Commencement at Newark
Conference Seminary

Came off June 20 to 25, inclusive. This
first Commencement was an oceasion of
great interest to all concerned, especially
to those pntrons and friends who for seven
years have given and labored so efflciently
and bountifully. The following is the Re-
port of the Examining Committee:

The committee met on Monday, June 21,
1875 There were present J. L. G. M'Kown,
D.D.. Col. Wm. Holt, D, B, Harvey, Esq.,
Rev. C. E. Little, and Prof. H. A, Buttz.
The committee organized by the election of
Dr. M'Kown as President ‘and Professor
H. A. Buttz as Segretary, Sub-committees
were appointed on the several prizes to be
given. That they labored taithfully and
honestly, and that hard, honest work had
been done by pupil and teacher, were evi-
dent from a single faet, In every instance
the student or students lo whom prizes are
givea, ani of whom honorable mention is
made, are personi whose cluss standing
warranted such decicion,

The committee report that the m-de of
eonducting the exuminations by the several
professors and teachers was rigidly honest
and singularly free from anxiety us to the
suceess or failure of the pupil. The impression
left on the mind of your examiners was
aborut thiz: “I have dune my best by these
students; the success or failure of each is
the necessury result of honest improvement
or the criminal earclessness of opportunities
afforded.” Wemust say that this examina~
tion, if it impresses the pupils as it does us,
plainly says to every one of them, and with
an empha.is whish is remorseless, ‘‘We have
no room here for idlers; careleasness is at a
discount, and Lonest, faithful work
commands a premium,”

The uniform method of instruction and
of kind Chbristian courtesy botween pupil
and instructor impressed your committee.
We {elt that there was a head to the insii-
tution, and that associate instructors vied
with each other in executing the plans laid
down. The written examinations were
similarly free fcom favoritism so far ns we
saw, Those who competed for the Presi-
dent’s prize in rhetoiie, for example, were
seated apart, so as to be free from communi-
cition one with another. The questions
were written on the blauckboard. Three
hours were silently spent in writlng the
answers, which were marked with the letters
of the alphabet. Similur methods were
followed in nll the eclasses, though details
differed.

We were pleased to find sueh ample and
thorough prevision tor instruection in vocal
and instrumental musie, and oil painting
and drawing. One hundred and fifty-nine
have been enrolled in musie, and twenty-
five in the latter department. The herb-
ariums exhibited great care in the labor
and arrangement bestowed.

Some of the committee have had extensive
acquaintance with other and similar institu-
tions, East and West, and we are free tosay
we know of none whose buildings are com-
parable either for beauty of situation and
grandeur of scenery, or for solidity, con-
venience, and beauty of structure. The
rooms are furnished finely, and heated with
steam; they are lizhted with gas, and the
sweetest, purest, oft spring water is carried
to the top of the building. We think we do

no injustice to the many elegant seats of
learning throughout the land, when we say
that for oconvenience and elegance tiin
excels them all, and in ability of its instruct-
org,and every faciliky for securing a thorough
classical or academic education, It equals
the best.

The board,both as to quality and quantity,
is equal to that afforded in most private
families. The table furnitare is better than
most private homes, It was the gift of that
noble layman, G. J. Ferry, of Orange,

The committee felt Jike mentioning oertain
elagses as having done extraordinarily well;
but to do so would be a disorimination
which even the persons in control might
think invidious, We think we ought to
say what is but just, that the higher
clasres in English, mathematics, and
languages were eqmal to any college
examinations with which we were familiar.

We congratulate the wrustees and facalty
on the character which the institution has
assumed at its comwmencement, for scholar-
ship, moral training, and social harmony.
The number of students enrolled in the
higherbranchesofstudy—110in Latin, eighty
in algebra, sixty-one in physiology, and
thirty-one in rhetorie, ete.-~show that the
faculty have been tested in the amount as
well as quality of labor bestowed. The
moral atmosphere of the in-titution s in-
vigorating and wholesome. It is easy and
cheering to lead in chapel worship, becaure
of the spirit of devotion manifested. Your
committee are delighted in being able to
tay to the parents who must become the
putrons of this school, they will liere tind
o healthful Christian home for their chil-
dren, And this fact explains the social har-

mony existing. The citizen members of the
committee nre pleased to state that the an-
tagonisms usually existing between the
young men of such an institution and the
residents have never once been manifested;
but the institution is the pride of Hacletts-
town, and most hopefully do its inhabitants
look to its future.

The citizens have shown their interest in
suppressirg all lager beer ssloans fn the
place, 8o that young men will be free from
that temptation. The conduet of the
students in recitations and hallg, in chapel
and dining-room, has been exemplary and
commendable. Tt is, in fauct, what we had
hoped to find, a quiet Chrittian home uvn a
large scale, The very able pretident, Rov.
George II. Whitney, D.D., and his assoei-
ate professors and teachers, deserve the
thanks of the patrons of the institution,
and will surely receive what will be as grate-
ful to them, a patronage whichshall be
limited only by the accommodations they
have to offer, ormay be able to provide.

J. L. G. M’Kown, D.D,, Pres’t.,
Prof, H A. Burrz, AM., Sec,
Rev. D. W BaArTINE, D.D,,
Rev, Jonx Covr, M. D,

Rev. M. E, ELLISON,

D B, HARVEY, Euq,

Col, WM Howt,

Rev, C,'8, Li11LE,

Rev, W, B. Woob,

Rev, R, B, YARD, Committee.

Rev. J. H. Clippinger.

Rev. J. I, Clippinger was born in Get-
tysburgh, Pa., Teb 22, 1831, and died at his
late residence near ihlie city of Rvansville,
Ind., Mav 23, 1875. He was converted im
the year 1843, and Decawe 2 traveling min-
ister in the Baltimore Conference in 1856,
He was ordair_md deacon by Bishop Ames
at Washington City, D, C., March 7, 1858,
and elder by Bisbep Morr's, at a session of
the Indiana Conference,held in Washington,
Ind., Sept, 16, 1863, After traveling two
years in the Baltimore Conference, then
spending two years in the Biblical Institute,
Concord, New Hampshire, he came to In-
diana, and immediately connected himself
with the Indiana Conference. In this eon-
ference he filled with great acceptabllity
the following eharges, namely, Morgantown
Cirenit, Moorsville, Monrovia, Privceton,
John-street, New Albany, Bloomington,
Ingle-street, Bvansville, and Bluegrass,

This devoted servant of Glod elosed his
earthly career Sabbath morning, May 23,
1875, He lenves a wife and eisht children
to mourn their lozs, May they lean upon
the strong arm of Ilim wbo bas promised
that he will be o husband to the widow and
a father to the fatherless! J. H. K,

All For Christ,

From a new work with the above title,
published by our Agents at 805 Breadway,
price seventy-five cents, we mulke the fol-
lowing extract:

*“The question whather ‘perfeet love’ is
a gradual or ingtantaneous work is thus
settled, Our progress toward it is gradual,
but it must be exnected instantaneously,
and is wrought within us instantaneously,
just a3 the forgiveness of our sins i3 expect-
ed and wrought in us. We must expeot it
at once, or we shall never obtain it. We
must look for it the very instant that we
are praying, just as Columbus looked mo-
mentarily and earnestly froma the deck of
his tempest-tossed vesgel for the western
continent he was seckwg, In the midst of
a mutinous crew, who threatened to turn
about his ship’s prow and render all his
pravious labor useless, with intense longing
hig eyes songht the land. and, as he sadden-
ly caught a glimpse of it, transported with
joy, he named it 8an Salvador—Holy 8Bav-
jour. So when we are able by faith to see
a holy Saviour, and appropriate not only
his merits, but his strength, we gain the
victory, and the work is accomplished.”

Tools Great Men Work With,

It i3 not tools that make the workman,
bat the trained skill and pereeverance of
the man himself. Tndeed, it is proverbial
that the bad workman never had et a
good tool, Some one asked Opie by what
wonderful process he mixed his colors, ‘I
mix them with my brains, sir,” was his
reply. It is the same with every workman
who would excel.

Ferguson made marvelous things, such
as his wooden olock that accurately mens-
ured the hour, by means of a common
penkuife—a tool in every body’s hands; but, ,
then, every body is not a Ferguston, Apan
of water and two thermometers were the
tools by which Dr, Black discovered latent
heat; and a pgism, a lens, and a sheet of
pastehoard enabled Newton to unfold the
composition of light and the origin of
colors, .

An eminent foreign savant once ealled
upon Dr. Wollaston, and requested to be
shown over his laboratories, in which soience
had been enriched by so many important
diseoveries, when the doctor took him inte
a little study, and, pointiog to an old ten-




