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10 Lulogium on Chancellor Wythe. [ Fune,

Bodily infirmities began at length to come upon him. Tor
more than two years before his death, he was afllicted with the
los of fight 3 which contributed to haften the progrefs of his oth-
er diforders. Thefe he bore with a patience, and even a cheerful-
nefs, rarely to be met with, in the moft cminent for wifdom and
piety.  Nor would his adive mind, and his defire of ufefulnefs to-
the end, permit him, even in this fituation, to defilt from the cx-
ercife of his minfffry, and his duties in the college, as far as his
health and ftrength would admit. He was frequently led into the
pulpit, both at home and abroad, during his blindnefs 3 and al-
ways acquitted himfelf with his ufual accuracy, and frequehtly
with more than his ufual folemnity and animation ; and with pro-
priety and dignity he preflided at the lat commencement. He
was blelt with the ufe of his reafoning powers to the very lalt.

At length, however, he funk under the accumulated preflurc of
his infirmities ;. and on the 15th day of November, 1794, in the
73d year of his age, he retired to his eternal reft, full of honour
and full of days ; there to reccive the plaudit of his Lord, ¢ well.
done, thou good and faithful fervant, thou halt been faithful over
a few things, be thou ruler over many things ; enter thou into the.
joy of thy Lord.”
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EULOGIUM ON THE LATE CHANCELLOR WYTHTE, GF VIRGINIA § PRO--
NOUNCED BY A GENTLEMAN OF THE BAR BEFORE A RESPECTABLE
AUDIENCE IN THE WESTERN PART OF VIRGINIA—]JULY, 1806.
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(Extracted from the Informant.)
Fellow citizens,

I RISE on this folemn occafion with difidence, when T refle&s
on the dignity of the chara&er to be fpoken of, and the feeble abil-
ities of the fpeaker. I have, however, one confolation, when I re-
fle@ that this refpectable audience is prepared to view the charac-
ter about to be exhibited, with attention and a fond remembrance..
Among the dead no rival is to be found, nor can polthumpus ce-
lebrity in any degreec oppofe the pgfeflional advancement of the
living. By thus paying a juft tribute of refpeét to the memory of
the illuftrious dead, we hold up their condué te the imitation of.
the living, and excitc a generous wifh to emulate their virtues.

Permit me then to hold up to your view the chara&er of the
late vemerable Chancellor of Virginia. This illuftrious man was
born in the year 1726, fifty ycars anterior to the commencement
of the American Independence. It is to be regretted, that this re-
mote part of thesState {furnithes but few documents {rom which to
colle& information relating to the firlt 50 ygars of Mk life. But
it may be prefumed that the one half, perhaps more, of that peri-
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180%.] Fulogium on Chanccllor Wythe. i

od was fpent in the laborious avocation of a lawyer, whofe ecmi-
nence at the bar introduced him early into a weight and prefiure
.of bufinefs under which alone a mind of ordinary capacity might
have funk. But fuch ‘was his indefatigable indultry, fuch the
ﬂrength -of his mntelle&, .that we find him during this period ac-
.quiring a ftock of ancient literature rarely to be -met with.  His
knowledge of the ancient languages was critically correét.  The
poetical and philofophical producions of antiquity in their origin-
1 drefs, were to *him familiar ; whillt modern meritorious per-
formances did not elude his refearches. At the verge of old age,
he for the firlt time turned his attention to the ftudy of the Math-
ematics and Natural Philofophy, in which, notwithftanding the
period of life and increaling weight of bufinefs, he prog refled with
his ufual rapidity. And the fcience of demonfiration became ever
afterward the favourite amulement of the few leifure hours, which
the official duties of the public ftation he filled, afforded him.

But while viewing his literary attainments, and before we enter
on the more important occurrences of his life, it is not amifs to
dropa few remarkson the private charaé&er, as a man and a citi-
zen.  Aund here give me leave to obferve, that even in his juvenile
years he feems to have had but little talte for what is termed amufe-
ments.  ‘I'hefe, gencrally fpeaking, were beneath the exalted fphere
in which his thoughts were taught to range.  He did, what every
young attorncy ought to do—he made the belt authors his molt
intimate companions, his books his principal amufement.

With refpedt to morality, he did not think it enough to be nega-
tively good, to do no harm—Dbut he rightly conceived, that man
was placed in a ftate of focicty for the purpofe of being pafitively
virtuous, of doing all po{lible good. Hence, every hour not benc-
ficially employed was criminally loft. He faw no medium be-
tween omitting a good action, when opportunity oftered, and the
a&tual commiflion of evil.  Hence his time was not {pent in thofe
purfuits which are fuppoled to be indifferent.  He would not en-
gage in what might mercly not be condemned ; but with an am-
bition truly lundable, he aimed always to engage in what is ufeful.

In his habits of life he was ftri¢tly temperate : yet he was al-
ways fond of the company of a few friends, whofe minds were
congenial with his own. Th the domeftic circle his manners were
gentle and unaffluming. The placid fmile of good nature ftill {at
on his countenance, and diffufed to all about him the {fweets of do-
meltic felicity.  He had a peculiar aptitude of giving to converfa-
tion not only a pleafing, but a ufeful and inftru&ive turn; info-
much that few of his acquaintances vifited him without going
away better informed than when they came.

Mr. Wythe, though in low circumftances when he firlt ap-

roached the bar as a pleadex, difdaincd the office of a barrater.
gle could notreconcile it to his moral fentiments nor to the honour
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X2 Evlogium on Chancellor Wythe. [ Fune,

of his profcilion, to excite litigation, that he might profit by the
misfortunes or folly of mankind.

He has been known to return fees, when he found he could ren-
der no fervice, or his client had deceived him by a falfe ftatement of
the caufe. He would decline pleading for a hardened, atrocious
criminal ; but youth, and the unwary m thewr firlt aberrations
from the line of re@itude, always attracted his commiferation.

He has been known to fhed tears for the degraded ftate of his
country, on account of {o many of its inhabitants being held in
bondage and thereby adminiftering to the fpread of licentionlnefs,
rather “than that of valour and patriotifm ; which caufed him to
look forward with a mournful prefentiment for its future deftiny,
when an odious intermixture might take place ; and then inftead
of being a peculiar peopls, be a mongrel, feeble race, the derifion
dnd fcorn of all Europe.

The overreaching fchemes of fpeculators he abhorred : witnefs
his décided opinions given in his elegant and inftru&ive reports.
And fo fixed was he in this principle, that the perfuafive tongues
of P. Henry and D. Rofs, could not induce him to take a fhare in
te Georgia Mifliflippi company, or any other of the enormous
fpeculations fecretly fabricated in thofe days. This thows beyond
difpute, that he confeientioufly obferved the golden rule of doing to
athers as he would be done by ; that he was what a celebrated author
emphatically terms ¢ the nobleft work of God.”

But I myft haften to another part of the patriot. The charaéter
and talents of Mr. Wythe being fuch, it is natural for us to fup-
pofe, that in a time of threatening danger, he would be called on
by his country ; and his patriotifm being fuch, it is equally natur-
al to expect that he would cheerfully ftep forward to defend her
injured rights; and fuch was the fu&. When the pride and am-
bition of England had drjven herinto a kiud of political phrenzy ;
when fhe refolved to violate every facred tie which bound her ani
her then colonies together ; at that interclling period, it is known
that Virginia was not among the laft to affert her injured rights,
and that George Wythe was among the firlt of her patriotic fons
who afforded hls fervices in the civil department, for which he was
eminently qualified. Let us now view him as 4 member, an adtive,
a ufeful, a leading member of the Congrefs of 1776 ; that Con-
grefs who had exhaufted all {chemes of a pacific nature to avert a
¢civil war, and had remonftrated without effe ; and who, finding
the court of Britain difpofed to treat every peaceable effort with
contempt, and to add infylt to injury, did at length declare the
United ‘States of Americato be free, fovereign and independent 5 a
declaration which the parliament of Brirain affefted to treat with
~ontempt, as an a& of temerity ; but which they were well pleafed
1o hear, as it afforded them a pretext to carry into effe@ thofe
{cenes of murder, mpme and defolation, which they had already
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concerted. It was then the Britith fleets infefled our harbours,
and Britifh armies fpread their hoftile banners before our towns.
Then it was that the patriotic blood of our citizens began to flow in
the facred caufe of freedom. Then commenced the glorious rev.
olution, which under the aufpices of benignant Heaven fo happily
terminated in the humiliation of the boafting foe, and in the eftab-
lithment of liberty, independence and pcace throughout all our
borders. 'Then it-was that different Rtates, confederating for com-
mon fafety, became fo clofely united, cemented, as it were, by
the blood of the patriots and heroes, that the Union has hitherto
been and we trult will continue to be indiffoluble: and under the
denomination of ¢ the IUnjted States of America’” aflumed that
grade among the nations of the earth to which her fituation and
political advantages fo juftly entitle her. During this important
{truggle, we find the venerable Wythe flill a&ively engaged in
the grand council of the nation, concerting fucceflive plans of de-
fence, and with difcernment and the moft unabating ardor form-
ing political meafures adapted to fucceflive emergencies.

When the independence of our country was at length eftablifh-
cd, and the return of peace afforded the nation leifure to review
the articles of confederation, we find him called on by his conn-
try to make one of that honourable convention who formed the
Conlftitytion of the United States ; that conftitution which is . the
boaflt of every American citizen, the admiriation and envy of all
the nations of the earth.

When the conflitution was about to be adopted by the diffcrent
ftates, we find him a member of the Virginia convention, who of-
fered the memorable and important amendments tq that confli-
tution, which have been finally adopted. He was appointed one
of a fele committee to review the laws, and to recommend to
the flate Jegiflature fuch a&s as were thought fuitable to a repub-
lican form of government. This committee wasto confift of five;
but the whole tafk, arduyous as it was, devolved on three, one of
whom was the late Chancellor.  This important duty thofe fages
of the law executed with a degree of difcernment which thows
that they poffefled minds fufficiently cupacious to take in at cue
comprehenfive view, not only the prefent but the future profieri-
ty ot the whole commonwealth.

As a Judge, this great wan has been defervedly admired.
I'or a number of years he was fole Chancellor of Virginia. "The
immenie byflineis which devolved on Lim in that lation required
mind poflefling the greateft cnergy, firmuefs and paticnce. 1o be
daily poring over voluminous rolls of dry, uncntertaining papers,
to attend to lengthy difcuflions, to inveltigate and decide compli-
cated and intricate cafes, muft have kept his thoughts perpetually on
the ftretch ; furely a mind lefs capacious muft have funk beneath
the weight ; a perfon lefs attached to the public good muft have
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14 Eulogium on Chancellor Wythe. [ Fune,

abandoned the bufinefs, at lealt before the infirmities of age came
on. But for this.tmportant ftation the great Wythe feems to
have been particularly qualificd. His comprehenfive mind, his
deep penetration enabled him to look through the moft complex
cafe, and to difcover at firlt view the point on which the contro-
verfy turned ; while the contpicuous views of jultice which he
poflefled, and hislegal knowledge enabled him fpeedily and right-
eoufly to decide.  If the formation of chancery diftriét courts
took fome of the weight of bufinefs off his hands, {till he did not
allow himfelf an idle moment. Refolved to fpend his whole life
in doing good, he employed every leifure hour in teaching others,
in {forming the minds of young men {o as to fit them for future
ulefulnefs in public life.

Thus in whatever point of view we look at this great man, wa
are ftruck with admiration. We fee in him the man of eatenfive
erudition, the acute lawyer, the wife legiflator, the able #atefman,
the found politician, the true patriot, the genuine republican, the
impartial judge, und the honelt man.

This ufeful, this laborious life was continued for fourfcore
years; and yet our rifing fighs procluim that ¢ Heaven has call-
ed too foon.””  But let us check cach murmuring thought, and
while we haften to follow him to the grave, ¢ the houfe prepared
for all living,” let us cheerfully acquicfce in the wife countels of
Heaven.

We mult now turn our atrention to a more folemn {cene, a
part of this important portrait, in which we are all immediately
intereflted. However inadequate moft or all of us may be of at-
ing the part already noticed, the part now to be brought into view
we muft all fooner or later engage in.  Though we may never be
lawyecrs, legiflators, ftatefmen ov politicians ; yet we ought all to be
patriots, republicans and honeft men.  And whether we are thele
or not, we thall all inevitably be dying mortals ; dying mortals
did 1 fay ? nay, he was, and we may be more than this....we may
be dying Curistraxs. View then, for a moment, that good man in
his laft hours; though his body underwent apeculiardegree of pain,
occafioned, as itis th()ught, by the corrofive nature of that delete-
rious {ubfance which bafe ingratitude had mingled with his morn-
ing repall; yet his mind was calm and ferene, his thoughts were
perfe@ly colle@ed; and in that awful hour, while ftanding on the
crumbling margin of the grave, he had the confolation which the
retrofpect of a life dedicated to virtue could aflord ; the delightful
prefentiment which the profpe® of a happy immortality could
create. Hard was the ftruggle. Long did nature combat the
deltru&ive effe&@s of that pernicious draught. At length the yields.
‘I'he voluntary and involuntary motions of the fylem wux feeble :
the natural and vital fun@ions become impaired. Thofe eyes, which
often rolled with meclting fympathy, o’er the fcenes of human
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mifery, are now forever fixed : thofe hands, whofe wave command-
ed the colle@ted attention of liftening crowds, now cold, tecble and
nervelets, fall ufelefs down: that tongue, whofe fublime and con-
vincing eloquence was fo often employed in his country’s caufe,
now faulters in his mouth : that heart, fo long the feat of virtue,
now fails to beat : that breaft, which heaved the philanthropic figh,
to view lis country’s wrongs—alas ! fhall heave no more. Be-
hold the breathlefs remains, over which the tears of a nation flow !

Virginia stoops with melting eyes,
‘to view the mouldering urn;
Her sister States all sympathize,
And join with her to mourn.

It has lately been emphatically exprefled, that Socrates died like o
philojopher.  Greorcge Wytne had the fame trait in his charader,
and was taken off by the fame means. DBut he in his laft hour al-
lo difplayed the fortitude and refignation of a Chriftian. What a
{ublime example !

Thus we have followed our venerable fellow citizen to the tomb.
But it would be improper, if not criminal, not to carry our thoughts
one ltep farther. That foul, whofe teatures we have endeavoured in
lome meafure to delineate, is not dead; it lives in renewed and
immortal vigour. Now let our thoughts take a lofty flight. Let
us ior 2 moment purfue the happy {pirit, clothed with an imper-
:.i.lmblc body, ranging through extended regions of ever frefh de-
light : and here, it I might be permitted to offer an opinion, 1
would fuppofe the piousand philofophic foul of Wythe, not gaz-
mg \\"l[h a vain curiofity at the wonders of creation and divine
Pjovidence, but learning and prad&ifing, in a much higher degree,
the pure maxims of jultice and equity, by a confociation with an-
gels and his brethren once of this world ; who have obtained the
ytétox‘y, and are arrived fafe before him, enjoying incflable blifls,
in Contcmplating real order, beauty and harmony, and in viewing
the bez}tlhc vifion of the Holy of holics ; in feraphic praife and
adoration of the Author of all good, the only wite God. Let us
Ch?Ck our premature judgment of the matter. Whether are we
going ? Am | attempting to look into hoavenly myflteries? Vain
attcmpt} to delineate a {cene, which celeltial eloquence would fail
to Slcicnbe. This much we may venture to declare 3 * as there is
a God above, he mult delight in virtue ; and that which he delights
in muft be happy.”

l.et us then endeavour to emulate the virtues of this great man ;
and we fhall not only follow him through a lifc of ufefulnefs to the
grave, but fhare with him is great rewards—-clory, hanour im-
mortality, and eternal life. o
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