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10 EulogiU1/Z on Chancel/oj4 lf'ytbe. []itne" 

Dollily infirmities beg-an at length to come uran hirne Fal' 
more than two years before his dcath, he \Vas ailliCted with the 
10f., of fight; whieh contributed to haGen the progrefs of his oth. 
er diforders. rrhefe he bore with Cl patiencc, anu even a cheerful­
neIs, nu'cly to be met with, in the moll: cminent for wifdom and, 
piety. Nor wOllld his acrive mind, and his deorc of ufcfulllcfs to: 
the end, permit him, even in this lituation, to detitl from the ex­
erciie of his minHrry, and his duties in the college, as far as hi5 
healLh and l1rcngth would admit. I-Ie was frequently led into the 
pulpit, both at home and ahroad, during his blindncfs; and al­
ways acquitteJ himfelf with his ufual accuracy, and frequchtly 
'with more tlmn his ufual folemnity and animation; and Wilh pro­
priety· and dignity he prelidcd, at the lafl: commeneement. He' 
was bIel1 with the nfe of his rea[oni,ng pOV'lcrs to the very lafi. 

At lCllgth, however, he [unk under the accul'Xlulated prc1furc of 
his infirmities;, and on the 15th d;,ty of November, 17~+, in the 
73d year of his age, he retired to his eternal reit, full of hOl1our 
and [ull of clays; there to rcccive the plaudit of his Lord, "well. 
done, thou good and faithful fcrvant, thou hafl becn faithful over 
a few things, be thou ruler over many things; enter thou into lhe, 
j<>y of thy Lord." 

~ 

-- ''lo 

EULOGIU:'I'l' ON THE LATE CHANCELLOR \VYTH'E, OF VIRGINIA; PRO-, 

NOUNCEI> HY A GENTLEM'AN OF THE BAR BEFaRE A RHSPECTAll.LE 

AUDIENCE IN THE WESTERN PART OF VIRGINIA-JULY, 1806. 

(Extracted from the Informant.) 
Fellow c;ti;(',C!ls, 

I RI SE on this folemn occafion with diffidence, when I reftecb 
on the dignity of the chal'actcr to be fppken of, and the feeble abil­
ities of the fpeaker. I have, however, one conf()lation, when I re. 
fIeCl: that this refpecrable audit'oce is prepared to view the charac-, 
tcr about to be exhibited, with attention and a fond rememhrancco, 
Amon~ the dead no rival is to be found, nor can pollhunl,ous ce­
lebrity in any degree bppo[e the ptfcllional advancement of the 
living. By thllS paying a jull tribute of re[peCl to the memory of 
the illulhious dead, wc hold up their conduCl: tø the imitation of. 
the living, and excitc a generous wiO} to emulate their virtues. 

Permit me then to hold up to you!' view the charaCler. of the 
late veY\erable Chancellor of Virginia. Thi's illull:rious man was 
born jn." the year 1726. fifty ycars anterior to the commeneement 
of the American T ndependcllcc. It is to be regretted, that this rc­
mote part of the)St.lte fllrnilhes hut fcw documents from whieh to 
colleB: infnrmati.on I elating- to the firfl: 50 Yjars of l1Ps life. But 
it may be prefumed that the one half, ,perhaps more, of that peri .. 
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od was fpent in the laborions avocation of a lawycr, \vhofe cl1li~ 
nence at the bar introduced !tim early into a weight and prcHure 
.of bulinefs undor which alone a mind of orJinary capacily might 
have funke But fuch 'was his indcfatigable iudu flry, fnch the 
firength 'of his intelleCl, .that we find him duri ng this pcriod ac­
,quiring a ilock of ancient literature rarely to be -met with. His 
l~nowledge of the ancient languagcs \\'as critically conett. The 
poetical and philoiophical prodllctions of antiquity in their origin­
d dreis, were to -him familiar; whilft .rnndern meritorious per­
formances did not eluJe his refearches. At the verge of old e:lge, 
he for the fir(l: time tUI'ned his attention to the fl:udy of the Nlath­
ematics 2nd Natural Philo{()phy, in which, notwithaanding the 
,period of life and increaling wcight of bnflnefs, he prot~relred \Vill! 
his ufha.1 rapidity. And the feienee of demonHratioB hecamc evc!' 
afterward the favonrite amu[emcnt of the few IciLi..lrc hours, which 
the oflicial dllties of the public nation he filIed, aflorded hirne 

But -while viewing his litcrary ~\ltainments, and before wc enter 
on the more important occurrences of his life, it is not amifs to 
dtop a fcw remarks on the pri vate charaCtcr, as a nlan and a citi­
zen. And hcrc give me lcave to obfervc, that even in his juvenil~ 
ye~rs he feerns to have had but little talle for what is termed (l11llife­

fIletlis. Thde, generally fpcaking, wcrc bcneath the exalted fph~r~ 
.in which his thoughts \Vtre taug-ht to range. Ilc did, what every 
young attm'ncy ought to do-he made the hel.l: autho-rs his mo(t 
.intimate companions, his books his principCtl am.ufement. 

With rcfpccl to lUorality, he did not think it cnough to be nega­
·tively good, to do no harm-hat he l'ightly, conceivcd, that man 
was placeJ ,in a fl:ate of fociety for the purpofe of being pofitively 
virtuous, of doing all poffible good. Hence, cv.ery ho ur not bene .. 
,{lcially employecl was crirninally loll. He f<l.w no medium be­
t.\vcen omitting a good action, when opportunity ofl'ered, and the 
aaual comrni{l~on of evi1. I-lencc his tilne was not fpent in thofe 
;purfllits which are fuppofed to be indifferent. He wOHld not en~ 
gage in what might mercly not h.e candemned; but with an am­
hition trnly 1al1<Jahle, he eli med always to e·ngage in what is ufeful. 

In his h\lbit-s of life he was UriCtly temperate : yet he was al­
way'i fond of the company of a few friends, whofe rninds wen! 
,congenial with his OWll. '.nl the domeflie circle his manners were 
gen tIe and unaffuming. Th~ placid fmile of good nature fl:ill filt 
on his countenance, and difFufed to all a.bout him the fweets of do­
meflic felicity. Ilc had a pcculiar aptitude of giving to converfa­
tion not only a plcafing, hut a ufeful and ·inflructive turn; info­
much that fcw of his acqnaintanccs vifiteJ him without going 
away better informed than when they came. 

Mr. Vvythe, though in low circnmflances when he fid1: ap­
p!oachecl the bar as a pleadcr, difdaincd the 'Office of a barrater. 
~e .tould not reconcilc it to his moral fentiments nor to the honour 
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of his profdlion, to excite litigation, that he might profit by the 
mi!tfortunes or folly of mankind. 

He has hcen known to return fees, when he found he could ren­
der no fervice, or his client had deceived hinl by a falfe fiatement of 
the caure. I-Ie would decline pleading for a hardened, atroeious 
criminal; put youth, and the nnwary in their fira abcrrations 
frorp the line of reCl:ituJe, always attraCled his commifcration. 

He h~s been knowll to fued tears [or the degraded frate of his 
~ountry, on aecount of fo many of it8 inhabitants being helJ i:'l 
bondage and t~ereby adminifiering to the fpread of licentionfnci~, 
l"ather 'than that of valour and patriotifm; which canfed him to 
190k rorw~rd with a mournful prelcntiment for it& [uture ddHny, 
whcn an odious intermixture might taka place; and then inflead 
of being a peculiar peop16, 'be a inongrd, feeblc race, tbe dcrifioll 
and fcorn of all Europe. ' . l. 

1'he overreaching {chemc!s of fpeculators he abhorred: witnefs 
bis Øecided opi~)ions g~ven in his elegant and infhuCtive reports. 
And fo fixed was he in this principle, that the perfuafive tongues 
of P. Henry <1nd D. Rofs, cOllld not induee him to take a {hare in 
tHe G~orgia Mifliffippi c~mp4ny, or any other of the enormous 
fpeculations fecretly fabricat(~d in thofe da ys. T~)is ihows beyond 
difpute, th~t ~e confoientioufly obferveq tlw golden rule of doing ff) 

other.r a.r he 'Would bt done by J th,tt he was what Cl cdebratcd author 
emphatically terms " the noblefi. work of God.'J 

But I m\lct hallen to another rart of the patriot. The charaCler 
and talents of Mr. Wythe being fuch, it ~s natural for us to fup­
pofe, t~at in a time of threatening danger, he would be call~d on 
by his country; and his patriotifm bcing fuch, it is ~qually natur­
al to cxpeCl: that he would eheerfully fiep forward to defend her 
injured rights; and fneh was the facto . When the pride and am­
pition of England hqd drjven her into a kiud of politieal phrenzy ; 
when lhe refolveu to violate every filcred tie which bound her and 
ber then colonic& together i at that intercH ing period, it is known 
that Virginia was not among the Jall: to aHcrt hel" injured rights, 
and that Geor~e Wythe was among the fidl of hcr patricHie fons 
who afforded his fervices in the civil departnlcnt, for which he was 
t!minently qualificd. Let us now vicw him as a mcmbcr, an aClivc, 
a ufeful, a leadiilg nlembcr of the Congrefs of 1776; that Con" 
gre(s w~o had exhaucted all fcheme<; of a pacific naturc to avcrt a 
tivil war, and had remonHrated without effea; and who, findiug 
the court of Britain difpofed to treat cvery peaceable effort with 
contempt, and to add inltllt to injury, did at length declare the 
United States of Ameriea ~o be free, fovereign and independent; a 
declaration which t~e parli~H~lent of Brirain affcCted to tt"eat with 
I"n~tempt, as an aCl: of temeriry; but which thcy' were well pleafed 
Ul heaT, as it afforded th~m a pretext to carry into effea thofe 
{~cnes of murder, . rapine and dc.hJlation, which thcy had al ready 
., ,.., coneettcd .. 
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~oncerted. It was then tJte Britilh fleets infcfied our harLours, 
and Britiili armies (pread their ho!lile banners before our towns. 
Then it was that the ;patriotie b)ood of our citi~cns bcgan to flow in 
.the facred caufe .of freedom.. Then commenced the glorious TCl'. 

olution, which ,under the aufpices of benignant Hcavcn fo happily­
terminated i:n the humiliation of thl! boaning foe, a~1d in the dlab­
lifllment of liberty, independence and peace throughollt all OUl' 

borders. 'fhen it·w;&!, that different !lates, confedcrating for com­
nlOn fafety, became fo clofely united, cementcd, as it were, br 
!he blood of the patriots and heroes, that t}le Union has hithcrto 
bcen and wc trull will .continue to be indilfoluhle: and under the 
dcnon1ination of "the United States of Ameriea" affumed that 
grade among the nations of the eal'th to which hcl' fituation and 
political advan.tages to julUy entitle her. During this important 
Hruggle, wc find the venerable Wythe niH aCl:ivc1y engaged in 
the grand council of the nation, concerting fucceffive plans of dor-' 
fence, and }vith difcernment. anc! the mofl: unabating ardor form .. 
~l1g politic~l rneafules adapted to f ucceffive ernergencies. 

\-Vh,en the independence of our country was at length ellablilJl" 
.cJ, and the return of peace afforded the nation leifure to revicw 
the articles of confederation, wc find him called on by hi~ coun­
try to make onc of that honourablc convention who fOl'med the 
Con(Ht~tion of the United States 9 that con{litution which is, the 
boa{l of evcry American citizcn, the admiration and CllVY of ~lll 
~he nations of the earth. 

When the confiitutioll was about to be adopted by the different 
flates, we find bim a member of the Virginia convention, who of­
fcred the memorable and important arnendments tQ that conlH­
~ntion, which haye been finally adopted. He was appointcd (me 
of a feleC): committee to review the laws, q,}1d ~o recomrnend to 
the fia~e legillaturf! fuch at.~s as were thouglJt fuitable to a repub­
lican form of government. This ~ommittec was to conlill: of five. 
bilt the whole talk, arduous as it was, devolved on three, onc of 
whum \Vas the late Chanccllor. This impOl'tant duty thofc fagch 
pf thc law cxecuted with il degrce of difcernment whi(..h t1lOWh 

that thcy poff"effed minds fufficlcntly capacious to takl! in at ene 
.comprehcnlivc view, not only the prc1cllt but the futul'c profpcri­
ly of the wholc commonwealth. 

Ar:. a Judge, this grcut Ulall has becn deren'edly admircd. 
I·'or a pllmber of YC~lrs he was fole Chanccllor of Virginia. The 
immenlc hllfincis which devolved on l;:m in that !lation requircd a 
nlind poHi.:ffing the grcatefl: cnergy, flrmnefs and patiencc. 'ro bt 
daily poring over volumino\ls rolls of dry, uncntcrtaining papcr~. 
to attend to lengthy dilcuffions, to invclligate and decidt: cOlllpli .. 
catcd and intric(~te caf~s, mufl have kept his thonghts perpetually 011 

the Hretch ; furelya lnind leG, capacious mufi have [ullk beneath 
,he \\'cighl; a l~edon lefs attachcd to the puhlic good mult h,nre 

abanJoncd 
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ab:mdoned the bufinefs, at IeaO: before the infirmities of age cmne 
on. But for this· i'mpørtant fl.:ation the great vVythe icems to 
have been particularly qualified. 1-1i5 comprehcnfive mind, his 
dcep penetration enabled hien to look through the moll comple~ 
cafe, and to difcover at firlt view the point on which the con tro­
verfy turned ; while the confpicuous views of junice which he 
po{felfed, and his legal knowledge enabled hinl fpcedily and rig-ht­
eou!1y to ducide. lf the formation of chancery dithic[ courts 
took Come of the wcight of bufinefs off his hands, fiiH he did not 
allow himfelf an idle moment. Rd()lved to fpcnd his whole lift! 
in doing good, he employed every leitl.lre hour in' teaching others, 
in forming the minds of YOling men {() as to fit them for future 
ulefulnefs in pnblic life. 

'rhus in whatever point of view we look at thi5 great man, wa 
are {truck witll admiration. We fee in him the man of eÅtenfive 
erudition, the aente lawyer, tIJe w,ilc Icgi11eLtor, the able (latefman, 
the found politician, the true patriot, the genuine republican, the 
impartial j udge, and the honelt man. 

This ufeful, thi!3 laborlous life was continued for fourfcol'c 
years; and yet our rifing fighs proclaim that " I-Ieaven has call­
cd toa foon." But let us eheck cach rnurmuring thought, and 
while we haflen to follow him to the gr,lve, " the houte prepared 
for allliving," let us cheerfully acquicfce in the wife countCls of 
I-Ieaven. 

Vif c mull nO\1/ turn OUI' atrcntion to a more folemn feene, Cl. 

part of this important ponrait, in which we are all immediately 
interefled. However inctclequ:lte molt or all of Ul) may be of aet", 
ing the part already noticed, the part now to be brollght into view 
we mua all fooner or later engage in. Though we rna}' never be 
lawyers, legiflators, ll:atdmen or politicians; yet wc ought all to be 
patriots, republicans and honefl: men, And v.'hether wc ,tre thde 
or not, we Hlall all inevitably be dying mortah; dying mortals 
dill I fay? nay, he WC\&, and wc may be 1110re than this .... we mar 
be dying CHR/Sl/ANS. Vie\\' then, for a moment, that good man in 
his laft hours; though his body undenvent a peculi ard-tigree of pain, 
occafioned, as it is thought, by the corrolive nature of that delete­
rlOus fubftance which ,bafe ingratitude had mingled with his morn~ 
ing repaH; yet his mind was calrn and icrene, his thonghts were 
perfeClly colleCled; and in that awful honr, while {landing on the 
crumbling margin of the grave, he had the cO~l[()lation whi,ch the 
l'etrofpcCl: of a lire dedieated to virtue.conld atlord; the de1tghtflll 
prefentiment which the profpeet of a happy immortality cOllld 
create. Hard was the llruggle. !.ong did nature comba~ the l 
dellructive eJfeCls of that perniciou'l drallght. At length {he YlelJ~. , 
The voluntary :lnd involnnt:try motions of the fyflem wax feebl.c : ~ 
the natural alld vital fnlll'1io115 become impaired. rrhofe eyes, whtch 
of ten rolled with mdtinf"T fvtTI!Jathr, O'Cl' the fcencs of human " b • • ~ 

Jndcry, 
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nlifery, are now forever fixed: thofe hands, whofe \vave command· 
ed the colh:C1cd attention of lifiening crowJs, now cold, fet:ble and 
nervelers, fall ukk!s down: that t(>rIgue, whofe fllblime and con­
vincing eloquencc was to of ten employcd in his cOllntry's eaule, 
now taulters in his mouth: that heart, fo long the leat of virtue, 
il0W f,tils to beat: that breail, which heaved the philanthropic figh,. 
to view his country'!> wrongs-alas! fhall heave no more. ile .. 
hold the brcathlefs l'cmains, over which the teal'S of a n<ttlOll flow ! 

Vjl'g'inia stoops with melting' cycs, 
'li) ,ic'V the lllouldcl'ing lll'Jl; 

Hel' si~tel' St:.ttcs all sytupathize, 
And join \\ ith hel' to lllOUl'll. 

It has lately becn emphatically exprc{[ed, that Socrates dietllilte es 
philo}op/;er. GEORGE WYTHE haJ the Jame'trait in his charaCler, 
and was t:xken off by the [ame rncans. But he in his laft hOllr al-
10 difplaycJ the fonitude aud refignation of a Chrillian. \Vhat a 
fublime exam ple ! 

Thus wc have followed our venerable fellow citizen to the tomb. 
l~ut it would be iJnproper, if uot criminal, not tO carry our thoughts 
Olle Ilep farther. That ioul, whole features \Ve hav~ cndeavourcd in 
10me meafure to dclineate, is not dead; it lives in rencwed and 
i1lln:lOltal v iguur. Now let our thoughts take a lofty Right. Let" 
us tor a moment pl1rfue the happy fpirit, clothed with an imper. 
i~hablc body, ranging through extcnded regions of ever frefh den 
light: and here, if I might be permittcJ to offer an opinion, l 
~voul~ fuppoie the pious and philolophic fonlof vVythe, not gaz~ 
mg WIth a vain curiolity at the wonders of creation and (livine 
PJ oviJence, but learning and praClifing, in a much higher degree, 
the pure lI~axims of julli~e and equity, by a coniociation"with an~ 
g~ls and lus brcthren once of this world; who have obtained the 
~'laory, and ~lre arrived fafe before him, cnjoying inefl'able blir", 
111 conte~plat~llg real order, beauty and harmony, and in viewing 
the be~tdic vdlon of the Holy of holics; in feraphic praife and 
adoratlOn of the Author of all good, the only wire God. Let ur. 
ch~ck our premature judgment of the matter. \Vhcthcr are we 
gomg? Am l attempting to look into hna\'cnly myfieries? Vain 
attcnJpt.! to delilleate a iCene, which celeltial t>loquence \\"ould fail 
to ?dcnbe. This much we may venture to declarc; "as there jc; 
:-" (,-od above, he mutt delight in virtue; and that which he delight~ 
Ul In u Il: be happy." 

Let us then endeavour to emulate the virtnes of this great 111:111 ~ 
and we lllall not only follow him through Cl life of ufcfulnefs to tIt::' 
grave,. but ihal'e with him ils greitt rcwards---,~~"l()ry, ltnno!/t' im­
zllortahty, and eternal life. 

. ... 


