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Jussers YI1. 11. And the land had refl forty years : Axd
OruNixLy the Son of Kenaz, died. ¢

UBLIC felicity is the great obje& of civil government,
Men are formed for Focic(y, and much of their hap-
pinefs refults from focial intercourfe. But fuch are the
difpaliions and paflions of men, that the reftraints of gov-
ernment are neceffary to their happinels. Anarchy is a
ftate of fociety, more to be dreaded, than abfolute mon-
archy. But elefive government is preferable to either.
Yet, whether the government be eie&ive, hereditary, or
affumed, the happinc(s of community ought t0 be its ob-
je@. And aflumed government, with public happinc(s
for its obje, is preferable to ele@ive government if this
cbyel be diflicgarded.
unpir any form of government, much is depending
on the moral charafiers of thole in authorityh.  'When the
rightecus are in authority, the people rejoice : But when
the wicked bear rule the people mourn.  The truth of
thefe maxims, has beenilluftrated in the hifiory of many
nations ; but in none morc clearly than in the hiftory of
the feed of Jacob. *
pirrsnenT, atdifferent periods, were the forms of gov-
crnment to which that nation was fubje@ed. But under
either form the happinefs of the people greatly dependcd
on the moral charatlers of their Rulers. When they had
&ood Judg-s, or good Kings, the people profpercd and
the nation was happy. But when the feats of government
were filled with wicked men, calamity, depreflion and dif-
trefs were the portion of the prople.
OtuwnirL came inta pubitc view, 2 a rujer, when the
people of Ifracl were in great affliction.  They had done
cvil in the fight « £ the Lowrse ; therelore. the anger of the
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Lexp was hot againkt Ifracl, and be fold them inu,) the
band of Chufhan rifbathaim King of Mefppotamia. In
their afliion they cried unto the Lorp ; and he railed
up Orunizt as theit deliverer.  Soon he fubdued the
King of Mefopotamia, and deiivered the childrea of 1(ra-
el from their oppicflion. - And in the timi¢“of his admin-
iftration the Jand ad ref forty years.

tiys refl included, it is probable, exemption from wars
with.gthcr nations, internal peace, and national prolperi-
ty. And this happy flate or the nation is to be attributed
to OTHNIEL as 3n inftrument in the hand of Gonp.

at the clofe of thefe forty years, OTnn1gL finithed his
courfe ; and g.n:u was the lofs the natos {uflained whean he
left the world, For, with his death, the ref of the land
expired. Soon the people did evil again in the fight of
the Lorp, and {oon they were brought into tribulation.
The text affords us two important ideas for illuftration :

J. THarthe happinels of a people greaily depends on
having good men in authority. II. That the belt of
rulers, as well as other men, are hable to death.

in attending o the firlt of thefe obfervations, it may be
proper, briefly to defcribe the moral chara&er of a good
ruler, and then (how how the happinels of a community
depends on having good men in authority. Q

17 will readily be granted that every good man is not
qualified to govern. Rulers fhould be able men ; men of
extenfive knowledge, ftrength of mind, and natura! itabil-
ity. But although this ability be greatly inpostant in the
charaller of a ruler, it cannot be mere important than
rcfitude of heart, or a good morai chara8er. For, how-
ever greacthis ability mayg be, it is all under the influence
and dircflion of the heart. It may chereforg be oblerved :

1. 1MAT the good ruler noflcfles a temper of heart.
fuited to the great obje& of civil government—the great
eft happincls of community. Such s the relith of his
heart that public good is a faurce of perfonal delight. He
fecks not his own profit, but the profit of msop—and in
the profit ¢f many be findshis own comfurt.  This is trye

henevolence.
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rryasure is the fpring of intelligent, voluntary extr.
fion rhall mch',-#h'ttr&r'mey be gbogc:r bad. At:y obje&,
in contemplifiory muft: pléafe ‘us, viewed as a péod in
Nfelf, or rs & mean of obuinming fométhing which s
viewed as a godd, or we' thall never exert aurfelves to
obtain it. When the public good is to the ruler a fource
of perfonal pleafure, he will parfue it with al his heart,
foal, mind and firength. He will {acrifice every iniferior
obye&t vhich flandsin competition. ‘He will not count
dven nis life: déar to himfelf, when the public good re-
quires thatit fhatild be expoled.

a xvrer of this difpofition wiil make the affairs of
government a principal obje@ of his tudy. How-can I
Beft promote the happinefs of thofe for whom I am ap-
pointed to a8 ? will be his grand enquiry. Every meafure
which ke views s tending fo this beloved obje&, he will
adopt and purfue.  And that which he views 23 incom-
patible with the public geod he will as carefully avoid ;
whatever-private emolument he might obtain by deviat-
ing fron the path of reQitude.

1N all matters of property, or priviloge, which come
under his confideration, the greateft good of the greateft
number will be the mark to which his ¢ye will be dire&t-
ed. Not what will be moft for his perfonal intereft, or
theintereft of the particular town or diftri@ with which
e is more immediately conne@ed. His perfonal intereft
he will fubordinate to the intereflt of a2 town; the intereft
ofh town to the intefell of a county ; the intereft of a
county to the interel of a ftatz; and theintereft of a ftate
to the intereft of the nation.

v the great bufinefs of legiftation, he will endeav.
or that no'law fHall be emafled which will, in its operation,
be prejudicial to pubh¢ happinefs ; and that every law fhall
be enafled which the common imereft toquires.

1r called to execute the laws ofthe ftate, the good Ru-
ler will aim to be @ minifer of Gop for good. He will
purfue futh u line of conduél as'is beft calculared to ren-
der the laws energetic and ufeful. Thcrefore, he will
carcfully attend to his own heart, to the motives by which
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he is governed ; endeavoring to keep his eye fmglc,s that
his whole body may be full of light.

2. THE good ruler is a good fubjell. No man can be
deemed properly qualified 10 rulc over others, who is
known to be a redel to the lawful authority which refpeéts
himfelf. It muft hence follow, that the good ruler is one
who fears Gop and trembles at his word., He reveres the
laws of the great Jehovah, and makes it his ffudy and de-
light to do the will of his Father, who is in heaven. He
is not afhamed to bow the knee o the King of Kings : nor
to fay, praflically, How amiable are thy iabernacles, O
Lorp! How can any man ¢xpe&l to be loved and ven-
crated as a ruler, while it is known that he defpifes the
authority of his Maker? Can he reafonably expect to be
reverenced as a Political Father, Legiflator, or Magiftrate,
while he wantonly fports with the laws of hcaven, and
takes the name of Gon in vain ?

1T is, moreover, to be obferved that in ele&ive gov-
crnments, rulers are under the laws of the ftare: And in
this refpe& the goed ruler is a good fubje€. When he has
been engaged in the folemn bufinefs of legiflation, or when
he has taken the oath of a Magiltrate, ic docs not feel
himfelf at liberty to fet the examplc of difobedience.  If
the laws of the ftate forbid fraud, injuftice, defamation,
drunkennefs, gaming, adultery and profane fwearing, the
good ruler will kccpghim(clf purc from fuch vices. And
will fet an example of firift obedience to the laws which
hc basaffifted in forming, or which he has fworn to exe-
cute.

wHEN 2 Rulerindulges him{If in an open and habitu-
al violation of the laws, his condut has a dire&t tendency
to the annihilation of government.  Should his example
be generally followed, of what avail is the law he violates ?
And if one law may be trampled upon with impunity,
why not another P—Why not ali ? ‘

THE good Ruler is, thercfore, a man of rcligion aud
good morals.  And the irreligicas and immoral Ruler
belongs to the black catalogue of the iollowers of Jerob»-

am the fon of Nebat who made Ifracl to fin. The pro.
B
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priety of thefe oblervations n:ay appear more clearly if we
proceed to co: fider, how the happinels of community
pends on having good men in authority.

as tkhis is a point of grcatimportance, you will indulge
me theliberty of illuftrating it in the moft tamiliar manner,
We will defcend from ftaes to famihies, which are the
fmalleft {ccieties. and ma: be confidered as (laies in mini-
ature. Three examples may anlwer the prelent purpoie,

THE firlt example may be (hat of Bewevoluss  He and
his wife are one ;j—one flefh,one 1n aft:ction and one in
f.nument with regard te family government. His heart is
impartial and friendly, and his conduél is uniform. The
good of his family lics near his beart, is the fource ol his
delight, and, conlequently, the objet of his daily ftudy,
praverand purfuit.  He enafls laws for the government
of his family, and every law he enals is delaigned tor the
benchit of his houfchold—He is pun€uai to fee that his
laws are duly regarded—For he very juftly belicves that
it tends to cnervate government to be remils in exceut-
ing any law he enalls. Thus he reaflons upon the fubjett;
If 1 allow one law 10 be tranfgrefled, without evidencing
any concern or difpleafure, nw children will be encour-
aged to tranfgrefs in another refpett ; and thus by degrees
my authority will be loft, and ny family expoled to ruin.

amon G the judicions laws he has enafled, the foliowing
have their place, ¢ No one of the family fhall defraud or
do injulticc 10 ano her—There fhall be no drhmmﬁ 1o
drunkciinels ne quarreliing, no gaming, and no prolane
{wearing.” That thele are conducive to the welfare of a
family, very few will have the effiontery to deny. That
Benevolus views them as good, he vvidences to his fa.nuly
bv his own cxample.  For his fanuly have opporiunity to
obferve his deporiment,  They fee him juft in his dcal.
ings, fai-hful to &is word peaceabie and kind to his nmgh-
bors, and to his houfehold.  And they never fee himan-
toxicated, nor hear him (wear. If any of the fannly are
guthy of tranfgreffion, they are furc to be called to ac-
count.  But when the gord man reproves or puvux(hc;, he
Qocs it in fuch a manner as  evidence that he has fill a




father's hearty and that he aims at theirgocd. Is it n7ccd-
{ul to add, that this family has r¢ft 2 that they are happy ?
and that al! the members of the family have a grcat ven.
eration for Benevolus ?

such was the influence of Otunincas Ruler in Ifra-
el—It is, indced, poffible that under the care of fuch a
parent as Benevslus there may be fome children of fuch a
refra@lory fpirit, and fo ftrongly inclined to vicious courl-
es, that the beft mode of government will not be futhcient
to retirain them— L(pecially if neighboring cnildren are
aliowed t0 a&t without reftraint,  So it may L:in a State
under the governmentofan Orunier.  But the queftion
is, what is the probability ? Or, what is the teadency of
having authority in fuch hands?

Tuz lecond cxample to be brought into view is that of
the family of Sobrictas. - He is, perhaps, as good a man as
Benevolus ; but he was not fo happy in the choice of a
companion.  For the name of his wile is Fezetel. Heis
t00 good to quarrel with her, and patiently endures bis
trial.  ‘Thc laws be has efablithed for the goverument of
his family, were copied from the laws of Benevolus. And
it would be the delight of his heart to execute them tho.
roughly. But, by the ill temper and evil example of his
wife, his hands are weakened. Itis feverely trying to
him to reprove, ot correél, his children for a@s of difo.
bed.ence, while they tell bim to his face that they have the
example of their mother o jullify their conduél,

some of the children are influenced by their father,
follow his examples and obey his commands. But the
greater patt imitae the example of fezebel, and bid fair
for ruin.  They murmur again{t the government of theis
father, wifh hin dead, and even con?pirc to tzke his life
For they alpirc after * liberty and equalily,” in a modern
fcnfe of the terms.

THis family, you will readily fuppofe, has but liule
reft. And this example illuftrates the unhappy Gtuation
of a ftate, in which the rulers are divided in charafter, and
oppoled to cach other.

tue family of Imprator is the third and laft example
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now to be confidered. His name is expreffive of hi
charalter; for, he fears not Gop, neither does he regard
the good of his family. His wife is bone of his bone and
fleth of his fleth. For fafhion {ake, /mpiator has, profefl-
edly, adopted the laws of his neighbors juft mentioned.
And he affe@s to call them very good. But, by his ex-
ample, he tei's his children they are unworthy of regard.
He f rbids fraud and injuftice; but his children fee him
raife both. He forbids railing and defamation ; but
is children hear him rail and defame. He fo:bids con-
tention and wrangling ; but he quarrels with his neighbors
and quarrels with his wife. He forbids gaming and pro-
fane fwcaring, but he praltifes gaming by day and by night,
and feldou talks five minutes without uutering fome pro-
fane oath or curfe.

unper the government of fuch a parent, a: inight rea-
fonably be expe&ted, the children frequently tranfgrefs ;
and that too in the prefence of /mpiglor. But whai, you
will alk, can he fay, or do, in fuch circum{tances? Heis,
indced, difficulted ; but he has various modes of proceed-
ing. Sometimes he laughs, and, fool like, makes a mock
at fin—Sometimes he connives and pretends not to fie
nor hear. And fometimes_he pretends to reprove or to
punith. But he has no government of himfelf, and ofien
commits ten crimes in attempting to reprove or punifh for
cne. He will curfe his children for fwearing, quarrel with
them for costending with each other, and be drund with
p2/fion while he punithes them for intemperarce.

1x vain it would be for any man to affirm that this fam-
ily has rel.  And 112 needlels to oblerve, to this audi-
ence, that the family of Impiator is Hell or France in min-
sature.

Tussz examples fufficicndy evince that to have good
men in authoerity is of great importance to public happi-
nefs.  Aud it is time 1o turn our attention to ihe other
idea.

Secondly. Tug beft of rulers, as weil as other men,
are liable to death.

T s truth of this obfcrvation is indilputable, and alrca.




dy obvious to the reflefling mind. It is, howcvez, an
idea worthy tv be dwelt upon, and can never be too feri.
oufly contemplated. It is a truth fuggefted by our texy;
and it has been illuftrated by the hiltory of paft ages.

MerE we might bring into view a long catalogue of ems
inently good Rulers who have lived at different periods,
and in different parts of the w:ild. all of whom are now
numbered among the dead.—But nezd we review the pa.
ges of ancient hiislory, or traverfe foreign realms, for the
illufiration of this affeQing truth ? Has not ihe Sovereign
Difpofer of events imprcifed this idea upon our minds,
in a manner indelible, by a recent event in our owa land ?
By the mortality of the immertal WASHINGTON ?—
Though the days of formal mourning are ended, yet our
heart: are pained at the recolle&ion of that ax{ul event,
Never, perhaps, fince the coramencement of iime, was a
more general and unaffe@ed mourning occafioned by the
death of one man.

THoucH it may be deemed irnmethodical, it is pre-
fumed it will not be difzgreeable, in this place, to make
this ferious enquiry, Why did th: death ofP this illufirious
perfonzge occafion fuch a deep and extenfive mourning?

1T may, in truth, be faid, He wasa man of great talents
~He was General-ifimo of our forces during the revo.
lutionary war— He was ¢ight years Prefident of the United
States— At the time of his deceale he was Lieutenant-Ge.
nersl and Commander in Chief of the Federal Army.—
To thefe it may be added, that he was a man of great
wealth.  But are all thele things colleBlively confidercd
fufficient to acccunt for fuch umiverfal lamentation ? In-
deed they are not ! Perhaps men of as great talents and
as great riches as Wasuincron pollefled, have left the
world as Jehoram did, who departed without Seing defired.
And how many Gcenerals, Princcs, Kings and Lmperons
have taken their flight to the gene:ai joy of inaakind!

TH1s fhows that great waleqts, great ities, and great
riches are ot fufficient to endear a ruler 6 his fellow civa.
turey fo as to fecure a tribute of mourniul refpe® after his
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deccale. Great talents, great titles and great riches may,
indeed, feeure 1o a man a kind of fervile and adulatory
relne £l during his life and profperity.  And he may flat-
ter himfelf that he is a man greatly belcved, while all the
refpe& fhown him, 13 beflowed upon the lame ground on
v hich the anci:nt Barwns worfhipped the devil.  They
believed in the exiflence of a good Gob, but they wor-
fhipped the devil becaule they viewed him as a malignant
bcing, and capable of doing them great mifchict. 1 he
dcath of a inan, who is relpe&ed only on this principle,
%ill ever occahon more joy than grief—~He will afluredly
dcpart without being delued.

Tne clevated fiavons in which Wasninerow had
been placed, gave opportunity for the dilplay of his tal-
enis, atnd for the difplay of his Arart,  But, had be in thofe
exalied firuations evidenced the difpolivion of a Roman
Ncro, a S.raculian Dioms fiws, or a French Robelpierre, the
rews of his dcath would have diffuled joy through the
WORLD.

w1 are, therefore, nawurally led 1o this couclufion that
n& whole deca'h has occahoned fuch unparsalleled gricl,
hud manifeficd that his 1alems were under the direBlion
¢f a triendly and amuable difpohtion of heart=—ihat in dil-
charping the datics of the cminest offices he has (ulain-
¢d, he made it 10 apperr, that he fought the happinels of
his fellow cremtures—that their good was ihe fouice of
bis ;ov and the ubjct A which he aimed—And, that, 1
this way he became the man greatly deloved, and, conle-
giem'y greatly somented, |

11y d:ath, end tiie mourning confequent upon his de-
ccale, atfund affcthing and inftruBlive icllons for all who
a:c cal'ed w0 sule over men.

st jo great a man as Wasninoron has yieided to
dcathi no man may expe@ exemption on the ground of
grcatnels or fame.  Asitinav be doubted wheiker deaih
e el 1 s ravages ever mowed dowrn a more emivent {latef-
maiy or General, fo it mav be doubted whether his fupe-
it .ris now living, among the many miilions of the suman
recc. Evcry ruier may, therefore, wub propriety, fay 1o




himfelf, As furely as WaskiNcron is dead, fo furely [
muft die ! Nor would it be degrading to any ruler, in a
view of this event, fhould he ferioufly attend to fuch an
enquiry as this ==Am [ prepared for the folemn cvent of
dil%oh.zxion ? Has my condut been {uch asa man, and as
a ruler, that I could leave the world in peace ? Could the
omnifcient and all boly Judge fay to me, Well done, thow
good and faithful fervamt P |

s the death of Wasnincron is a {olemn leQure on
mortality to all rulers, {o the mourning occafioned by his
departure, may tcach them what iine of condufl to purfue
that their memory may be blefled. Well may every ruler
put to himfelf queftions like thele——Have I, by humble
and faithful conduf}, in the offices I have fultained, endear-
¢d myfelf to my fellow men, and thus laid a foundation for
public gricf when I fhall be numbered amongthe dead?
Will the circle of my acquaintance have realon to fee!
my dcath as a public calamity, & to meurn that real worth
has lcft the world? Have | done any thing noble and
praife-worthy which will enfure that my name fhall be
handed down to unborn ages and command vcnemion?
Have 1 not perverted my talents, ufed my power and in-
fluence for the purpofes of mifchief? {‘lﬁ public tran-
quility and happine(s been the fource of my joy, the fub.
je& of my ftudy, and the obje& of my g Km? Or, have
I, hke a dlundering incendiary, kindled in communi-
ty, that I might profit by the misfortunes of othenn? Have
I been diligent and faithful in difcharging the duties at.
tachcd to the ofhces which the publixave beftowed on
mec 7 Or. have ] been a flothful fervant, or drone, or a
cypher i—O how lumentade, that men of public charac-
ters fhould dic unlamented ! But {uch has been deferv-
edly the fate of multitudes who have poflefled high and
honorable fitnations. o

nrror: we quit this part of the fubje@, and lofe fight
ot the venerable chara8er of Wasuincron, [ muft
pcrmitted to flate a few feriovs interrogationseeDoes
the charatter of this BELovED MaN appear l{s amisble
on account that he was not a wan of profane ips and A.
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centions morels £--that We was not afhamed to profefs a
venérdtion for the charafter and sovernment of the GreaT

eHov All, and ihe religion of our Grorious Repeem-
er ¢ Do thefe things now appear as blemiftes in his char-
alter? Should we eftcem it ormamental if his Biographer
thould relate, that his converfation abounded with pro-
finc oaths and curflcs—rthat he devoted much of his time
10 revelling, debauchery and diffipation—that he was
above the fear of Gop-—that he made holy men and holy
things the obje&s of his ridicule—And, that he did much
10 illuminate the world witk the modern principles of infi-
delity ? If fuch an account thould be publifhed concern.
ing him, fhould we not view it as really flanderous and
Jc}amalaa

BT i_l)fuch things would have fairned the charalter of
a WasnincToN, 10 whom can they be ernamental 2 In-
deed any charaBier mutlt be funk below degradati:n, if fuch
things pertaining to it do not form an intolerabie blemifh.

O how do ethcr names diminifh, when compared with
Wasuincrox ! Lettenthoufands of the malt renowned
infidel philofophers, profane generals, and irrchigious Ratef-
men be laid in an equai balance againf him, and we
fhiou!d be confirained to cry out, What is the chaff to the
wheat ! What is the drofs 12 the geld ' Or let the whole
race of profligite and irreligious rulers be feated in the
temple of fame, then let the charafter of Wasnixaevon
rifd up in their prefence, and their glory would difappear
like the lamps of might before the caxar Luesixany of
the Woarn! -

THt wiay is now open for fome refleflions and remarks.

1. tow rich and abundant has becen the gnodnels of
Gootoourland '—To us he has given nauonal exiftence,
an admirable conflitution, with invaluable privileges hoth
civil and rcligious. And he hath bleffed us with two
Orawnires, in fuccefhon, to prefide 1n our natonal gove
érament ; by whofe firmnefs, witdom and prudcnce our
land hat had nearly twelve vears of refl.
" to féc and to fec! our obligation, in this refped, we
fhould daly confider tow wc haic becn difiinguiflicd




T — o —— e e

Ao etare.

. | Jomaty
Prom the unhappy wveople of France. The world3 can
{carcely furnifh a grea:er contrall of good and bad charac-
ters than what may be feen: by comparing our Wasuing-
rov and Apams with the unprincipled Zultures who have
fuccefively governed in that nati>n, fince the murder of
their King. S

rreQuENT have been their changes, and iurrounding
nations have been hoping that their changes would be for
the better. But, to tell which of their Fir® Mag:jirates
has been the beft, would, probably, be asdithcult as o tell
which of the fame number of ravens is the whitefl.  Per-
haps there has never been, in any nation, fuch a muluplied
fucceflion of rulers, 10 whom the inipired deflcription of
human depravity would apply more literally, with more
pertinency, or with more emphafis than to tae modern rulers
of the French naiion. |

¢ As it is written, There is none righteous ; no, not one.
There is none that underflandcth ; there is nonc that feck-
eth afier Gon. They are all gone out of the way ; thay
are together become unprofitable ; there is none that do-
eth good, no, not one.  Their throatis an open fepulchre ;
with their 1ongues they have ufed deceit; the poriun of
alps is under their lips : Whole mouth is full of curfing
and bitternefs. Their feet are {wift to fhed blood.  De-
firuQion and mifery are in their ways: And the wav of
peace have they not known. There is ne fear of Goo
before their eyes.’

wiTH fuch men atthe head of government. no nation
can be happy. Convulfions, tumults, infurreétions, rer-
ror and deltru@ion are but the natural fruits of having
fuch ambitious, unprincipled and atheiftical charaltersin
ofice. To theinfluence of fuch charallers it is 10 be at-
tributed that France bas becn, for fo many years, the
*¢ Bedlam of the Univerfe.”

TH1s wretched nation have not only ofien changed their
ofhicers, but alfo their form: of government.  Repeatedly
thev have revolutionszed their revolution.  Sull .hey have
been like the troubled fea which cannot r¢;l.
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o:late they have formed a new conftitution under the
influence of Buonaparte. He, accordingly, was fo fram-
ed into the building, that the people, Ly accepting the
conflitution, raifed him 10 the dignity of Ldrch Conful, or
Sovereign Dictator.  But if France bas much reft under
his adauniltrations, without any changc in his charaQer, it
m2y be deemcd as great a miracle as the prefeivation ot
Danicl inthe Den of Lions, or the reft of Shadrach aud
his companions in Nebuchadnezzar s furnace.

we nead no beuter evidence of a char.8er depraved,
vain, unprincipled 4id unquaiified 1o govern, than he has
givenin his [pceches, leters, proclamations and general
orders. As a fpecimen of bis characler we may notice,
at one time he is paying hvpucnii ol homage w bis Holi-
nels the Pope—Anon, with the lae fiaceruy, he avows
himicli, and the French people to be followers of Maho.
met——=And again, wih a degree of impicty and arrogance
st wiich Lucifer migh: bl+fiy you will hear himn fwccring

Tuaxs of grief mull trickle from th2 eyc of humasity
- at the thought of having wwenty five miilions of peoglc
' fubjell w the government of fuch 4 charatt-r.  And can
“we, O Americans! with fuch 2 feene of hotror before
our cves, he [0 ungraicful 1o the Faler of Mercicsy and
io deluded selpetling our own happinels, as to wifh to ex.
change our am-abie Apaxs for axy wan who isanadvo-
cate for French charalless or Frerch grinciples !

10 what has been {uid in favor of the chatallers of our
tiuitrious Prefidents, fome may objell, thet ncither of
them have given univerlul faisfaction; and, that thetran
quicity of our land has been diluibed by the exilicnce ol
a pariy oppoled w their adminifirations.

1N teply 10 fuch an objection, it mult be acknowledged
thai the vl of our land bas not been perfe8. And it
would; probably, be very unjuil 1o auribuie a malignent,
Gdurgamaing fuiric 1o all wko bave been dillatisked. It
1. beawved thar by far the greater part of thoie who have
¢+ wred in oppofiion 10 government, have been influ.
ti.cd and wifled by falfc information.  And when it fhalt
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be duly confidercd by what agents, and by what ;mns’
the oppoiition to government has bcen promoted, this op-
pofiticr may appear rdther in favor than againft the char-
atters of the Prefidents, When recourfe mnult be bad o
falfhood and invidious mifreprefentation, to diminifh pub-
lic confidence in public charalers, (ke candid mind is
naturally led to this conclufion, that there is no juft ground
of accufation.  As in the cale of cur Su iour, the fuborn.
ing of falfe witnclles, with a view to his condemnation,
was cvidence of his innocency and upiighiuels.

ti difpofizion for malevo'ent {liosicr, falthood and
mi{reprefcntation was abundanidy chavired upon the wri.
ters in oppefilion 10 goveramemt befose the Sediicn AQ
had exittence.  And b feclings of Ln:2 who were friend.
ly 10 govcrament, were burt by the freedom which others
ufcd 1o this refpefl. To fay sie lealts it was 1o with one.
But when the {edition 881 wok plac-, it operated as 2 tefl
¢d. asto:he fpirit by which the uppufens o govermnend
were infloeaced. o

THis 58, it is to be oblerved, did not aim to expufe any
ane to penshy for wunering or publithing any thing which
was srue againlt the Prefident or any in authority,  Tue
penaity was lovelled iy agatoft fuch as fhould uuter or
pudlith falhsed witl: ev:l intention.

Now, had there no. boen, in the oppolers of govera.
ment. a diipofivion fur publithing falfe and malicicus flaa.
der, and a condvioulnefs that the charafler of the Prefideat
could at be fullied by wlling the trwih, why did they
raife fuch a clamor about the hibenty of the Prels? Ot
why was :he bibeay of publithing fal/heod beld (o Jear, if
they had 10 defire 10 pralife it, and if the prallice did
ot periain (o their caule? Caaa man fecl lamfell injur.
ed by the exiftence ui a law, whid does udg, in bis vigw
of ity snicrfere with the propenfity ofhis own heart, or the
obieat of Bisjurtuin?  No, it is impoflible. B

1an the fcdiion of), hlethe impenous decree of Bu-
onegart: cBed a fow favorite wes fpapers for continu-
ance, and with one Reoke fupprelied all others, and alfo
datermired the fuppreflion cf thole feleBled upon thair
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rublithing any thing againft Government, wheth-
er true or falfe, there would have been fome ground
for complaint. But, when men complain of an
abridgement of liberty becaufe a law exifts againft
Jalfe, snvidious and fedstious lander, do they not tell
the world that, according to their feelings, it
would be a precious privilege to lie with impunity ¢
Thus have the writers in oppolition to govern-
ment announced their charaQers to the world !—
And if we have no reafon to fufpet the chara@er
of Jenovau on account that the Farber of lies is
oppoled to his government, neither have we any
reafon to fufpe@ the chara®ers of Wasuingron
and Acams, on account that mes who will contend
for the privilege of ly:mg have not been pleafed
with their adminitrations.

2. wt may notice the vaft importance of chrit-
Banity in relation to civil government and the hap-
pinefs of community, S

IN this agr of rralem, or rather of infidelity, there
are many who explode and wilify the Chriftian re.
ligion as ulelels, and even deftrultive to the free-
dom and happinels of mankind.-~It it can be made
to appcar that this cenfure is juflt, we will cheer-
fully join with thofe Philofophers in an attempt
to exterminate the chriftian religion from the
abodcs of men. But let us firlt, in the exercile of
¢ dor, endeavour to afcertain what Chriftianity
is, and what its tendency, left hsply we be fuund
cven to fight againft Gop. o

To determine the nature of Chriftianity we have
fomething more to do than to rake the charaQers
of thofe profeflors whofe condut is a fcandal to
the Chrittian name. It would be deemed a forry
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method of conduct if the inhabitants of neighi)or-
Ing (tates fhould cenfure our laws, as bad, becaufe
we have fome wrllasns in our community. Any
perfon who fhould condult on this principle we
thould efteem as very igmorant or very wicked.
And we fhould be at no lefs to point out to him a
more rational mecthod of afcertaining the nature
of our laws. We fhould dire® him carefully to
examine the conftitution of government, and the
particular laws of the State, and oblerve what they
prohibit and what they enjoin, and confider what
would be their effe® on fociety if duly regarded.
So if we would afcertain the nature of Chnftiani-
ty, we muft look diredly to the {pirit of the doc-
trines, and precepts of the golpel—and to the ex-
ample of t?xc GreaT Repremer. And, hence,
learns what zemper and what praflice are inculcated
2. nankind ; and what would be the effeft on fo.

ciety if the prmcxples of Chrithanity were reduced

to praétice.

sy fuch a ferutiny it would appear, that pure
bemevolence is the efence of chriftianity. To excite
and promote this temper of heart among mankind
1s the great objed of all the doQrines and precepts,
promifes and threatnings contairted in the Bible.

18 the exercife of this temper Chnft, who was
rich, for our fakes became poor, that we through
his poverty might be made rich. He poffofled 2
truly public {pirit—This he cvidenced 1: his hle
and at his death.

TuE morals inculcated in the gofpel are fuch as
naturally flow from this benevolent fpinit. If ru-
lers were uniformly governed by the principles ot

Chnftiaoity, all their condu@ would he aimed at
E




the greatet happinefs of mankind. If fubje@s were io-
fluenced .y the fpiritof the gofpel, they uomd give hon-
or to whom honor is due, and cheartuliy chey civil ordi-
nances for the Loao’s fake— And it all wmankind were
July influenced by the laws of Chrifly wars and fightings,
broils and ftrifes wouid ceale from awonyg men, and peace
and fclicity: would Kll the world.

17 is worthy of remark. that thofe perfons whe ark
properly denvminated good rulers, cr good fubjefis, do either
really a8 from the fint of chrittianity, ur appear {o 10 atl.
T he; arc poflefled ol thay benevolence the golpel cnjoins,
of they put on a counterfeited apprarance of it. True

phshmhmpw, OF truc pamuuftﬁ, i true cimﬂtaammbm
uamﬁlg on the nght; of Goo and the rggé:s cs{ ;be Re-
prisin e counbarfeds eahly dafleds They always
ersginaie wn felf Juicfiy and commonty end in vuin,

Lo ¢ of goid, love uf gleaf.re, and love of fame, may
cairy ;xifgm great !ﬁﬂau’*‘i in prorecded phtl;mhmps or
pretend d patriotifm——To obat «ne or uther of thete
objefls, perfors will make great Gicnhees, and lubject
themflclves o gteat inconveniences, all under the praut
of love 1o mankind, or love to their countiy=Bui u;on
the fame principle, it they are made 1o believe that m.re
&, more pleajive, or m re fame imv. be cbiained by a
change of comiud, &bg} wii as tca-hly facnfice the !it‘ 1
of their fr.00t men aid the righn of commuinty 83 they no
do e :gﬁ?; of Gup and the ights of the Rsn: ST
For men will ever be governed by the lupteme rehith of
their heans,  To what furprifing lcngihs did a count.s-
feied pairictifin lead the Amernican fodas, Benedil Ar
w:ld 1 \Wiis what a dauntlels snd impetuous fpinit did be
1ufh into dangers under a pretext of love 10 his couny !
Butas foan as aprofse@ of more gold was prefen ed, ke
would {ell his country, and facrifice th- good of millicus
an the infamous altar of private ambition.=QOa the fanc
principic, many forward and boafling patrists, upon foa s

cheel, cr difappointment in regurd to office erothore e
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have had all their pariotifm wither and die like Fonah's
Gourd. ’
st T that wildom which is frem above, or that patrint-

ilim which the gofpel enjoins, is firft pure. then peacea-
ble, gentle, ealy 1o b entreated, full of metcy and good
fruits, without partialily and without Aypacrty.  The man
who is influenced by his {pirit will not change chara@eq
with & change of propcfls. He will go through gnod
report and cvil report, and {till remain the.ame, Being
defamed, degradad, dilnppointed, or ungtaefully treated,
wiil not extinguith his love 1o the happine’s of i fellow
men.  And the higheil profpetls of private emoiument
will notinduce him 1o lport with the righis or the happi
pels of aberns. V

vHoss, therefore, who with o exterminatey or fupprels
chriftianity, wull be vicwed as ignorant of the ratues of
I, Of as enemiss to e happinels of menkind. Fur it is
vhivious, that, for a perfui w0 leek not higown profic but
the profit of m{, or 1o make the fzlioty of others g
fource of gerfonal delighy, s the fgirit of Chritianity. =
And 1 is not lefs obvious izt the prevalence of fuch a
icmper would be the bRl upparnt of civil goverament
and the greatel mean of happrinels in comnuniy.

3. 17 bhighly deficable thit civil rulers and golps! mi.
niiters hould reat each other with refpel, and unue
their influence for public good.

vigss two claflcs <f men 12 indeed called to aft in
{eparate deparunents. But when they st confiftemly
thair feparate indlaence, hike different rivees, will empiy
o one common nccen of general felicity.  Waile the
«ivis Legiflator 15 devifing and enalling laws fur the ben
ciit 0! focicty. the golpel minifter is inculcating the fpiris
of obedicivs ta the laws of Gor and 1w the Jaws of the

S:aie, and ¢alnrang L indruflinas b. motives of 1nfinie
magniude,  Noathing, then, can be more imarudent, ot
woi vap g, Whan for o3 rulers and gofpel minitizu

=

o end.avar 1o dogradc and counteraR cach others infius

€ace. And we may, with fafory, affirm that g0 0 rulons
angd good i lers vl v Uk 15 out by the way,




4. 17 is important that we fhould pay a facred regard
to the privilege of elellion. The privilege of elefting
our own rulers is of great magnitude—We are at liberty
to ele&t fuch men as in our eftimation will fcek our hap-
pinels—And the frequency of eletion gives us opportu-
nity to difplace thofe who, upon experiment, difappoint
our cxpellations. And it is much to be regretted that
this privilege fhould be fo frequently neglefted, or abuf-
ed. Men aretoo frequently chofen into important offices
by a finall number of votes, compared with the number of
cle€tors.  And intoo many initances ballots are wantonly
given for fuch charallers as the ele€lors have no defire
fhould ¢btain an ofhice.—% My vote can make no odds among
fo many '—and ¢ there are enough to vote withoui me,’ are
the common excufes with fuch negligent, and fuch {portive
citizens.—But fhould the conftituiion of government be
fo altered as to exclude them from the grivilege of being
cleftors, would it then comtent their minds to be told that
there 15 enough to vote without them 2 Such negligence and
fuch fport have a moft fatal tendency; and fhould they
prevail, we may foon be reduccd to the dreadful dilem-
ma either, fmally to relinquifh the privileges of freemen,
or expole our livesto regain them.  So exceedingly deli-
cate 15 the aflair of ele&ion that the negligence, or folly of
one private citizen may be the occafion of raifing a worth-
lefs character to the molt important ofhice in the flate, or
cven inthe pation. And no man when he reflolves to
neglett his privilege, or to iport with it, can calculate the
dt’ﬂru of injury his remifnels or his folly may occafion
10 himfelf or to communi ys One finaer deﬁm)tth much
good.  But how much good onc {innicr may deliroy, or how
much mifchicf one finner, in a public office, may occafion,
no tongue can tell.

st addrelles as the fubject and the occakon dittate
may now hai e their place.

nes Fxcellency the Govexkxor will be pleafed to ac-
ecpt the firlt addrefs—

six——"T'v addrels vou in the language of adulanon. it
fovrefuaa oo waould be as difcordant ta your feelings as
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it would be incompatible with the dignity of the minifte-
rial oflicc.  However, gratitude to the Sovereign Difpof-
cr of events, conftrains us to acknowledge that, under
your adminiftration, this ftate has had relt—Greater evi-
dence than this cannot be exhibited in favor of the mild-
nefs, vigilance and fidelity of your chara@er—And your
having, for fuch a number of years, the fuffrages of a free
people, muft bz beuer evidence to your mind of the high
¢fteem in which your charaler is holden than any decla-
ration [ could make.

BU 1, Sir, the high office you fuftain, and the degree of
conhdence attached to your charafter, afford you an op-
portunity of being extenfively ulctul, or of doing exten-
hive mifchicf, according to the difpofition of your hear:.

Too feelingly fenfible you never can be that it is Gobp
who maketh one to differ from another—that he looket
on the heart—tha: at his tribunal you muft render an ac-
count for your improvement of the diftinguithed talents
with which you are favored; and that where much is
given, much will be required.

o How important is {tedfalt and perfevering fidelity to
Gop, and to the people over whom his providence bas
placed you! Thisis important, not oniy as it relpe&s the
happinels of the people and your final deftiny ; but as it
1cipeéls your reputation and happinefs in this life. It has
required a long courlc of approved fervices to obtain fuch
a charatler as you poflefs in the vicw of your fcllow citi-
zens.  But in a fhort time negligence or unfaithfulnefs in
you would level this fabrick with the dull.  Should pride
Bl your heart and divert your attention from the public
to a private intcreft ;~—or fhould vou but indulge the idea
that modern infidelity, immorality and diffipation would
form no blemifh in your charalicr, the carnings of Jix, ot
Jixteen years may be wafted in alefs number of months.

vite many {triking inftances of apoflacy from religion,
patriotifm and good morals are enough to make a confid-
crate perfo n tremble for himfe!, left he fhould fa!l under
the fame condemration. And they jultify the spplica-

2
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tion of this fol.mn warning, Lct bim that thinketh he ﬂand
cth take heed left be fall.

17 I8, Siry our hope and our fervent pra\ er, that your
name reay ncver be enrolled with thofe lmhapov apoilates.
And that, at your deceale, the priating pr.jes may not
gioan being burdined with {alfhoods, fabr.cated to retrieve
a good charafler lolt by pride and d:ﬂ:pauon. ~

11 is allo our hope and ous praver that love to Gou,
and tovour country wiil | ,:ruu szne in your heart and
it Hucnce all your condudt ; thet by picty and virtue you
may rife in e elteem of vour fellow mea ull with Qrwe
viet and Wasninoion \- voare nuhered among _the
dead.  Butwhat did I Lv! Gurvan u'“‘n&y the .:mdi ’.
I{ow afl. cting the thcmg,h(’ Dur how ciruun the « e !

And how rapidly 1t haltens == May your: ;mh be that of
the juft, which fhincth more and wore ungs the 'ﬁf:rft.t:;,
day ;—that ac vour deceale the wori o o ,z) ec,l th i x. |

and meurns g fill the Laxo.

g Honorable Cocncir and Sexave nm! Gesven.
ain of the Houss of Represnyrarives will indulge
a fcw words refpcbifully addrefled 1o them,

as an exprefiion of the corfidence your conflizucnts
have inyour characlers they have exalied you to feats of
honor,  To you we now look up, as to Fithers, for fuch
laas as wall give refl 1o the Siatey and lor fuch examples 2:
tend to enfurce the laws you cnalt, i is defirable tha
you fhould ever fecl that your awthority is desived from
the people, ard that to their happmcfs all your « thaial
canduét fhould be direéted. 17 )ou lofe fight of this ob-
18, vour labors, their confidence in you, and their meoney
for vour fupport will be worle than lult. And however
wife and gnod the laws may be which you enalt, if you
negleét 10 honor the laws by your own examples; you way
realonably expe& that they will be delpiled and violated
by others.  The people feel a: d have a right 10 feel that
the laws you enal are laws for yourfelves as well as for
them, g <
as Fathers and Elden let me entreat 2, in the moll
{olemn manrner, neverto forgct that [{» who ruleth over

micn thould bquﬂ ; tuling in the fear of oo,
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nevER lofe fight of that illuftrious example which Goo

‘hath fet up in our iand. The example of Him whofe death
‘has occafioned fu~ii univerfal mourning. Men who are

fo callous to good impiclians, as not 1o be influenced by
fuch an example, no: moeved Ly tie tribute of refpeét
which has been paid to his memory, may jultly be deemed
unfit to hold a feat in government. |

(1 isprobable you have zll been forward to fhow re-
fpeét to his charaéer and gricf for hisdeath. Butthe beft
tribute of refpe& which can be paid to his memory is that
of imitating his virtues—his regard to Goo and religion—
his benevolcnce and clemency—his moderation and firm-
nefs, his indefatigable eftorts and his unparralleled perfe-
verance in promoting the wellare of the nation. Hap&y
would it be for our land, and happy for all who hold offi-
ccs, if all in authority fhould copy his example. And,
after we have fo abundantly, and fo publickly, manilelled
our approbation of his charater, how can we an{werit to
Gow, or to our own confciences, if we praltically fet at
nought thofe virtues by which he became, as an inftru-
ment, the DeLivERERy the GUARDIAN and the Grory
of our land. | S

rur difcourfe may be concluded by a few words to
the whol aflembly (e

My Faruers end Feriow Crrizens,

1uroven the rich and long. luffering goodnef(s of thar
GGon by whom States and Empires rile and fall, we
thiv day pe(lefs the ineltimable privilege of a free gov.
ernment,  Qur eycs behold an augult body of men who
have derived their offices and authority from our fuffrages
as a free people—But thefe political privileges, though
purchaled at great expenfe, are precatious bleflings.

av the pains, the groans and the blood of many thoul-
ands of our countrymen the way was prepared for us to
enjoyv th- bleflings and fwests of freedom. ‘But how long
we {l:all enjoy thefe invaluable bleffings is a matter ol
greatuncern'y -t depends wholly on the Sovereign
Pleafure of Hiv in'whofe harids all natidns are as ciay in
the hand of :he patter. S
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varm is all our confidence in the increafed pop-

ulation of the States, or the vaft rciources cur
couniry affords ;—vain is our confidence in the
valor of our {oldiers or feamen, or in-the {Kill and
bravery of our military or naval Commanders ;—
vain is our confidence in the wifdom, firmnefs and
magnanimity of the illuftrious PresipeNT of the
United States ;—vain, vain are all our obje@s of
confidence if the Lord of Hofts be againft us.

ws have been taught by a recent event that Goy
can eafily remove the pillars of our national exift-
ence. By the fall of the First the whole build-
ing was made to tremble to its very foundation.
And from the ordinary courfe of nature we are
led to fear that thc fall of the Ssconp is not at a
great diftance. Let us unite in humble prayer to
the SupreMe ArcHITEcT that the hour may be
delayed till another is formed and ere@ed of ¢qual
firmnefs and exccllency. “

THE probability of having our privileges contin-
ued greatly depends on the rcturns we make to our
Divine BenefaCtor. If we forget or defpife the
Father of our mercies ; if we proftitute our free-
dom to the vile purpofes of fattion, or licentiouf-
nefs ;—if we convert our feafons of eleftion into
{cenes of ftrife, or fcenes of revelling and diflipa-
tion ;—it, after we have eleted men into office,
we make them the chie@s of our envy, rail.
lery and abufe, we fhall prove ourfelves to be un-
worthy ot the privileges of a free people, we fhall
provoke the Lord to jealouly, and may expett to
iccl the offefis of bis difpleaiure.

HE can change the uumes and the feafons, and
difappoint our micit Hattering cxpeations. It s,
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indeéd, a'féarfu! thing, ‘tor nations, as well as for
indivicuals, to fall into the hand of the living Gon.

- 'Should we provoke his ‘véngeance, we, who now

‘boaft of ‘the privileges of freemen, niay foon, m

the ftyle of fcripture, be fo/d into the Hands of a

‘toreign power. Or inftead of 'that ref which we

“have fo long enjoyed we may be diftreffed, weaken-

¢ed anhd deftroyed by internal faQions and civil

wars. And in many other ways we'may be made

to feel ‘the ariger of Gop for our impiety and in-
gra-itude. - |

17, therefore, behoves us all to feel our depend-

ance and be humble before Gop ;—to repent of

-~ . our iniquities and render praiic for divine benefits ;

to revere the p...~& laws of heaven and the falu-

tary Jaws of the la.,) j—to forbear the fin of fpeak-

ing evil of dignities ;—to pray for fuch as are in

authority, giving honor to whom honor is due ;—

to {upprefs in ourfelves the firft rifings of a fac-

tious {pirit, and to cultivate that friendly affeétion

which is the effence of true religion, the bafis of

public peace and felicitv, and the preparation of

the foul for eternal bleffednefs.

1 HAD Ctalculated to add no more ; but the exi-
gency of the times demands a fpecral caution —
Our OtuNIEL is dead ! and there is danger that
the ref of our land will not only be difturbed but
deftroyed. Theref. -2, as 2 watchman, [ feel con-
ftrained to wam you, my fellow citizens, to Bewere
of Mes—of men who wifth to alienate your affec-
tions from our government, and to perfuade you
to embrace the demoralizing and diforganizing
{yltems of France.

G
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po you wifh to fee tumult and terror fpread
through the nation ? and your fellow citizens.
without regard to fex or age, arrefted by thoufands
and cafl into prifons ; then with a mock trial, or
withcut any trial at all, dragged trom prifon, (trip.

d, crouded into boats, chained down, and funk
in rivers or lekes ! Would it afford you pleafure to
fee the gusllutine ereted in our land, and to be wit-
nefley ot its fatal operations ? Would it be to you
a delightiul employ ment to be the managers of this
deadly machine, or to be the carriers of human
blood, in buckets, from mornming to evening ? —
Would it pleafe you to fee aflaffinaticn and maffa-
cte depopulate our cities by myriads in 2 week ?
Are you prepared to join the fhours of joy when it
fhall be publickly *“ announced that the highways
are impaflable by realon of the number of the
dead,” who have been {lain by indilcriminate car-
nage ? Would it be a pleafant fight to behold our
towins and villages laid wafte and pluadered vy
French foldiers ; and your motlers, your wives,
your Afers end yous daugbtess, from feventy down
to (welve years of age, in the molt brutal manner,
ravifbed before your eyes ? Would it add to your
happinels to fee—— but | forbear a further allufion
to deeds, at the thought of which modefly muft blus?
and bumanity fbudder ! But if your feelings reconl
at the mention of {uch fcenes of horror, beware of
the pr emcrples which lead to {uch mealures, and of
the men who would peifuade you to embrace them.

cAN it be that any in this audience have embra-
eed thele delcterious principles, and wiih to propa-
gate them in our community ! If fo, tn the tear
of Gop, I would alk what benefit you can expett
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if this {yftem fhould operate in our fand as it has
done in France ? If you are rich, French princi-

- ples will, for this very reafon, mark you out as

victims for fpeedy deftru@®ion. If high offices be
the objecls of your purfuit, it is poffible you may
obtdin them for a moment. But it is to be ob-
ferved that ¢/l cannot bein office at the fame time ;
and others of your principles and your difpohtion,
fecing you exalted, would envy your ftate and af-
pire for ‘- equality.” And as thesnd, in their view,
would fanQify the means the probability is that
they would foon caufe you to be affaflinated, or
guillotined, or banifhed without the form of trial
and fent beyond the feas———It is devoutly to be
vwithed that all our countrymen who are fond of
this [yflem of defirutlion might have thar eyes op-
ened to fee their madnels and folly j—and if
nothing elfe will anfwer the purpoie it is defirabls
that they (hould, all as one, go over to France,
where their beloved (yitem reigns with a// its com-
forts and in all its orrors; and leave this happy
land to thole who with for »sst.
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1T has been fuggclted that the obfervations in
. o the preceding Sermon upon the French goverh-
~ ment have been underftood as implying difappro-
. Bation_ of the éondu& of our “%‘over’nmcr’n in the
; late agtermpt for negotiation. The author, therg-
fore, takes liberty to obferve that he had no fuc
‘intention. Though he has very litrle confidence

in the snregrity of the Arch-Conful, he bas‘iflfb

in the wijdom of our Prcfident—He would furthgr

_oblerve that he has no with to excite hatred to the

French nation, nor to any of his own country-

mgn ; but to the principles and fpirit which ap-

Enr to have governed in the Freach revolutiogs

h«: t::i".ﬂd gladly-excite univerfal and everlafting
a




