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INTRODUCTTION.

C USTOMS generally approved, and opi-

nions recerved by youth from thewr fupe~
riors, beome like the natural produce of a foil,
efpecially awhen they are futted to favourite -
clinations : but as the judgments of God are
without partiality, by which the flate of the
SJoul muft be tried, 1t wonld be the ngheft wif-
dom to forego cuffoms and popular opimons, and
try the treafurcs of the foul by the wnfallible
Sflandard truth,

Natural affeion needs a careful examna~
fion : operating upon us i a_foft -manner, 1t Rin=
dles defires of love and tendernefs, and there 1s
danger of taking it for fomething bigher. To

ne
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me it appears an mffinct like that which inferior
creatures have ; each of them, we fee, by the
ties of nature, love eIt beft ; that which is a
part of 1elf, they love by the Jume tie or in-
Snét. In them oty wm fome meafure, does the of-
fices-of reafon, by which, among other things,
they watchfully keep, and o derly feed therr
bc’lpl efs offspring.  Thus natural affe@ion ap-
pears to be a branch of felf-love, good in the
animal race, wn us likewife, wwith proper limita~
tions ; but otherw ife 15 productive of evil, by
fxcitz}zg defires to promote fome by means prcj:w
dicial to others.

Our blefled Saviour feems to grve a check to
this wrregular fondnefs m nature, and, at the
Jame time, a precedent for ws: *“ Who is my
““ mother, and who are my brethren?” there-
by mtimatinig, that the earthly ties of relation-
fhap, arc, compm atively, 1ncon f derable to fuch,
who, thrd' a Steady courfe of obedicnce, bave
come to the bappy experience of the ﬁ)mt of
God bearing awitnefs wuth thewr fpirits that they
are his children:—* And he ftretched forth
“ his hands towards his difciples, and faid,
¢“ Behold my mother, and my brethren : TOL

“ wholoever thall do the will of my Fa-

“ ther which 15 1 heaven (arrives at the
more noble part of trre relationfhip ) ¢ the fame
““ 15 my brother, and fifter, and mother,”
Matt. xu. 48.

This doftrine agrees well with a fate traly
compleat, avhere love neceffarily operates ac-

cording
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cording to the agrecablencfs of things on princi=
ples unalterable and m themfelves perfect.

If endeavouring to bave my children eminent
among fl men after my death, be that which no

reafons grounded on thofe principles canbe brought
to fupport ; then to be temperate wn my. purfust
after .gain, and to keep always withim the
bounds of thofe: principles, s an wndifpenfable
duty, and to depart from it, a dark unfruttful

toll.
I our prefeit condition, to love our children

15 necdful ; but except this love proceeds from
the true beavenly principle wbhich fees beyond
carthly treafures, 1t wwill rather be wmjurious
than of any real advantage to them: where the

Jfountain is corrupt, the fircams muff neceffardly
be impure.

That wmportant njunction of our Saviour,
Matt, vi. 33. with the Promje amexed, con-
tatns a fhoré but comprebenfrve view of our du-
ty and happinefs —If then the bufnefs of man-
kind in this life, 1s, to firft feck another ; if this
cannot bz done, but by attendmng to the means ;
if a fummary of the means ts, Not to do that
to another which, in like circumitances, we
would not have done unto us, then thefe are

pamts of moment, and worthy of our moff feri~
ous confrderation.

What [ avrite en this fubjelt 1s avith reludt-
ance, end the bints groen are o as general
terins as my concern would allow : I know 1k 15
a pointsabout which, w-all its branches, men
that appear to aim well are not generally a-

greed ;
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- greed ; and Jor that reafon, 1chofe-to avoid e-
zng very particular~—If Imay bappily bave let
drop any thing that may excite fuch as are con-
cerned wn the practice to a clofe thinking on the
Jubject treated of, the candid among fi them may
eafily do the f: bject fuch further juflice, as, cn
an ampartial eiquiry, it may appear to a’qﬁme

ond fuch an enguiry I wonld carnefily recom-

mend.

S O M-E
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MaTT. XXV. 40:

Forafmuch as ye did it to the leaft of thefe my
brethren, ye did it wnto me;

S many times there dre diff¢rent mo-
tives to the fame dctions; and one
does that from a generous heart,

which another does for felfifh ends. -——-The

like may be faid in this cafe.

There are various circumftances amongft
them that keep negfoes, and different ways
by which they fall under their care; and, I
doubt not; there are many well-difpofed per-
lons amonglt them who defirc rather to ma-
nage wifely and juftly i this dafficult mat-

, than to make gain of 1t.

Bht the general difadvay utage which thefe
poor Africans he urder in an enlight’ ned
chriftiasi country, having often filled re with
real {adnefs, ‘md beent like undigefied matter
on my mind, I now think it.my duty, thro’
divine aid, to offer fome tHouths tnereon to
the confideration of others,
| 5 Whest
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When we remember that'all nations dre:of 2.
oné blood, Gen . 20. that 1n this world we .-
arc but {ojourners, that we are fubjeét to the
like aflli¢tions and infirmities of body, ‘the
hike diforders and frailties in mind, the like
temptations, the {ame death, and’the fame -
judgment, and, that the all-wife Being 15
Judge and :Lord over us all, 1t feems torraife
an 1dea of a general brotherhood, and a dif=:
pofitton ealy to be touched with a feeling of
cach others afflictions: but when'we forget
thole things, and look chiefly at our out-
ward circumfitances, m this and fome ages
paft, conftantly retaining mn our minds the
dittinction betwixt us and them, with re-
Ipe& to our knowledge and improvement in
things divine, natural and artificial, our
breafts being apt to be filled with fond no-
vens of fuperiority, there 1s danger of err-
g in our conduct toward them.

We allow them to be of the fame {pecies
with ourfelves; the odds is, we are in a high-
er ftatton, and enjoy greater favours than
thev., And when 1t 1s thus, that our heaven-
Iy Tather endoweth fome of hus children with
diftinguithed gitts, they are intended for
good ends ; but :f thofe thus gifted are
thereby lifted up above their brethren, not
confidering  themielves as debtors to the
wear, nor behaving themfelves as faithful
ltewards, none who judge imparvally can
fuppaie them free from ingratitude, - |
Wien a people dwell under the liberal di-
fiributon of favowrs from heaven, it be--

hoves
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hoves -them carefully to infpect their waygy

and -.confider the purpofes for which  thofe, .
fivours -were beftowed, left; thro forgetful-. .,
nefs iof God, and mifufing his gifts; tllf’:?}f;in-z;:,e
cur his heavy difpleafure, whofe judgments . :
are juft and equal, who exalteth and huma,

bleth to the duft as he feeth rheet.. e

It-appears, by Holy Record, that néd uns
der high favours have beén apt to err in their,
opinions concerning others, Thus Ifrael; ac~ .
cording to thé- defcription of the prophet;. .
Ifa. Ixv. 3. when éxcecdingly corrupted: and . .
degenerated, yet remembered they were the
chofen people of God ; and could fay,:** Stand
“¢ by thylelf; come not near me, for [ am ho=.
*“ lier than thou.” That this was no chance. .
language, but their common opinion of other,
people; more fully appears, by cenfidering.
the circumitances which atténded when God
was beéginninig to fulfil his precious promifts.
concerning the gathering of thé Gentiles.

The ! Moft-High, in a vifion, undeceived .
Petery- firft prepared his heart to believe
and, at the houfe of Cornelius, thewed hnn -
of a certdinty that God was no 1efpeéter of
perfons, T

The effufion of the Holy Ghoﬁ. upon. &
people, with whoi -they, the Jewifh chrif=;
tians would not {o much as eat, was {trange
to them;: All they of the cncummﬁon werd
aftonifhed to fee it ; and- the apofties and bre-~
thren of Judea contended with Peter about.
it, till- he,. ‘having rebearfed the whole mat-~

teryand fully fhewn that the ‘Father’s love::
g S 2 was
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was unlimited, they are thereat ftruck with.
admiration, and cry out, * Then hath God
““ alfo to the Gentiles gmntcd repentince
“ unto life!’

The opinion of peculiar favours being con-
fined to them, was decply rooted, or elic, the
above 111&:.111&, had been lefs {tr ange to them,
for thefe realons: Firft, They were generally
acquainted with the writings of the pro-
phetq by whom this time was repeatedly
{poxen of, and pointed ‘at. Secondly, Our:
bielled Lord fhortly before exprefly faid, ¢ I
 have other ﬂlecp, not of this fold, them

‘ alfo muft I bring,” &c. Laftly, H;a words
to them after his refurreGtion, at the very
time of his afcenfion, * Ye fhall be witnefies
‘“ to me, not only in Jer af; 1lem, ]udm and
¢ Samm 1a, but to the uttermoft parts of the
¢ earth.” |

Thole concurring circumftances, one would .
think, might have raifed a {h‘ong e\pc&atlou
of iu.mg Tuch timc; yet, when it came, it
proved matter of offence and aﬁomfhmc,nt

To confider mankind otherwife than bre-
thren, to think favours are peculiar to one

nation, and exclude others, plainly {uppofes
a darkneﬁ in the underftanding; for as God’s
love is univerfal, fo where the mind is, fuf-
ficiently 1nﬂuen(,cd by it, it begets a likenefs
of itfclf, and the heart is enlarged towards
all men. Again, to conclude a people tro-
ward, perverfe, and worle by nature than
othcu, (who ungmtefu]lv recelve favours,
nnd apply them to bad ends) this will excite

a behaviour
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a Behdviout toward them unbecoming thc
excellence of true religion.

To prevent fuch error, let us calmly confi-
der their circumftance; and, the better to!da
it; make their cale ours. OSuppofe, then,
that our anceftors and we had been expofed
to conftant {ervitude, 1n the more fervile and
inferior employments of life; that wé had
been' deftitute of the help of reading and good,
company ; that amongft ourfelves we had
had few wife'and pious inftructors i that the
religious amongft our fuperiors {eldont took
hotice of us; that while others, in eafe,
have plennﬁﬂly heaped up the fruit of our
labour, we had received barely enough to re-
lieve nature ; and being wholly at the com-
mand of others, had generally been treated
as a contemptible, ignorant part of man-
kind : fhould we, 1n that cafe, be lefs abjeé&
than they now arc] Again, If Oppreﬂion be
fo hard to bear, that a wife man 15 ‘made
mad by it, Eccl. vii. 7. then a feriés of thofé
things altering the behaviour and manners
of a people, 15 what may reafonably be CX~
pecied.

When our property is taken contrafy to
our mind, by means appearing to us unjuft,
it 15 only throufrh divine inflience, and the
cnlargement of “heart from thence proceed-
ing, that we can love our reputéd oppref-
{fors: 1f the Negroes fall thort in this, an
uneafy, if not a difconfolate difpofition, wiil
be awakened, and remain like feeds m their

minds, ploducmg floth and many other ha=
hits
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blts appem mg odidus to 1s ; with whlch”be—u
ing free men, they, per haps had not’ been
chargeable. Thc{e and otlier circumftances,
11011th confidered, will leflen that too great
) dlfpauty, which fome make bctwcs..n us and
_them

- Integrity ot heart hath’ appeared in fome
of them; {o that, if we continue 1 the wmd
“of Chr itk (previons to difciplethip; John viii.

31.) and our conduct towards them be fea-
{foned with his love, we may hope to fee the
good effec of it: the whicli, in'a good de-
grec, 1s the cafe with fome into whoie' hands

they hive fallén ; but that too many treat
them cht,rwde not {ecning confcious of
any neglect, is, alas ! too cvident,

- When {elf-love prcﬁdes 1n our minds, our
Oplnl()llb are biafled’ In our own favour- 1n
this condition, ‘being concerned with a peo-
ple fo fitnated, that they have no voite to
plcad their own caufe, there’s danger of uf-
ing ourfelves to an andiftarbed partiality,
till, by long cuftom, the mind becoines re-
coqcﬂcd with 1 it, and the ]udgment 1t{elf W
ﬂﬂ{.d

To humbly apply to God for wifdom, that
we may then,bv be enabled to icc*thmgs as
thiey arc, ‘and ought to be, is very needful ;
liereby ™ the hidden things of darknefs m'w
be bmught to hght, and the judgment made
“clear: we thall then confider mdnkmd as bre-
shren.  Though different degrees and ' vari-
‘ety of' qualifications #nd abilities, one de-

- p:.ndant on' another, be admitted, yet -high
h thou ghts
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thoughts will be laid afide, and all men treat-

J”l

ed.as becometh the {fons of one fathel gree-
able to the doérine of Chrift ]efus

‘“ He hath laid down the beft crltermn'
by which mankind ought to Judge of thelr
own condud, and others Judge for theim of
theirs, one towards another, viz, ¢ Wh'ut-
‘¢ fOE:VEl ye would that men fhould do unto
“ you, do ye cven {o to them.” [ take it,
that all men by nature, are equally entitled
to the equity of this rule, and under the in-
dlfpenfdb]e obligations of it, One man ought
not to look upon another man, or focicty of
men, as fo far bencath him; but that he
{hould put himfelf in their place, in ail. his
a@ions towards them, and brmg '111 o thlS
teft, viz. How fhonld I approve of “this con-
du& were I in their mrcumﬂance ‘and they

;

~in mine?” A. Arfcot’s Conﬁdemtions; ﬁ“lH
fol. 107.

This do@rine being of a moral unch'mcrc-=
able nature, hath been hikewife mculcated 1
the former dlfpenﬁtlon “ If a ftranger fo-
“ journ with thee in your land, ye fhall not
““ yex him; but the ftranger that dwelleth
““ with you, fhall be as one born amonnft
“ you, and thou fhalt love him as thyﬁlt
Lev, Xix, 33, 34. Had thefe people come vo-
luntary and dwelt amongft us, to have called
them {trangers would be proper; and their
being brought by force, with regrét and a
angmfhmg mmd may well raife.com aﬂion
in a heart rightly dlfpofed but there 1S No~

thing 1n {fuch treatment, which - upon 2 wife
and
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and judicious conﬁdemtlen will any, ways
Jzfen their right of being treated as ftran-
gers, 1f7the treatment Whlch many of them
meet' with, be rlght‘y e\ammed and coIn-~
pared Wlth thofe precepis, ¢ Thou thalt not
“ vex him nor opprefs him; he fhall be as
‘“ one born amonglt you, anrl thou fhalt love
¢ him as thylelf‘ Lev. xix. 33. Deut. xxvi,
1g. there will appear an important differencs
betwixt them,

It may be objected there is coft of pur-
chafe, and rifque of their lives to them who
poflefs ’em, and therefore ncedful that they
make the beft ufe of their time: 1n a prac-
tice juft and reafonable, fuch objections may:
have wmght s but 1f the work be wrong from
the beginning, there 1s little or no ferce i
them. It T purchafe a man who hath never .
forfeited his hberty, the natural right of
freedom 1s in him; and fhall I keep hum and
his pofterity 1n {ertvd{: and ignorance ?
¢¢ How fhould I approve of thlb condudt,
were | in his circum{tances, and he in mine?”
It may be thougnt, that to treat th2m as we
would willingly be treated; our gain by thf*m,
would be inconfiderable : and 1t were, 1n di~
vers refpedts, better that there were none in
our country.

We may further Conﬁder, that thcy_,are
now amongft us, and thofc of our nation, the
caufe of titeir being here; that what{oever
diticulty accrues thercon, we are. juitly
chargeable with, and to bear all inconveni-
ENCICS attendmg it, with a {erious. and weigh-

"y
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ty concern of mind to do our duty by. Jthf::mj,p
is'the beft we can ‘do "To feek a 1emcdy by,
continuing the oppreF on, becaufe Ve, have,

power to do it, ‘and {ece othcrs do 18, il I

vvvvv

apprehend, not be domcr as we would bﬁ‘*

Ty 11.[

dane by. | .f{{.‘JTr

i

How deeply f{oever min are involved i
the - moft exquifite dlﬂimltles, ﬁncerjty Of

heart, and upright walking before God, freex

ly fubmlttmg to his prov 1de11cc, 15 the moit
fure remedy: He only 1s able to. relieve, not
only perfonb, but nations, in thelr Urea:.e&
calamirties.

David, in a great {trait, when the fenfe of

his pait error, and the full e\pe&atmn of ‘an

impending calamity, as the re vald of , 1t,

were umted to the aggravatng his d1ﬂrefs,¢-.

after {fome deliberation, faith, *“ Let me fall
“ now into the hands of the Lord, for very,

““ oreat are his mercms let me not fall in~

f“ to the hand of man.” 1 Chron. xxi. 13..

To 2 continually with integrity of heart,
above 2ll narrow or felfith motives, is a fure
token of our being partakers of that {alva~
tron which God hath appomted for w ah&
“ and bulwarks,” Ha.v. 20. Rom. xv. 8. and

, beyoad all contradi@tion, a more Thappy,.
ﬁtua...lon than can ever be promucd [)y the
utmoft reach of art and power united, .not
procecding from 11eavenl) wifdom,

A {up gl}r to nature's lawful W&l’ltS, Jomed
witn a peaceful, humble mind, 15 the trueft

PR LR | !".;

happinefs in this life ; and if here we. arrwc

to thxs, and 1em'11n to Wi‘.H( 11 tBe path of

the

3
.
|

4
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. the juft; our cafe will be, truly happy : and
..though: herenr we may part with, or mifs of
fome glariig fhews of riches, and leave our
~childten hittle elfe but wile inftructions, a
«good. example,: and the knowledge of fome
honeft employment ; thele, wwith the blefling
of Providence, are fuflicient for their happi-
nefs, and are more likely to prove {o, than
laying up treafures for them, which are of-
ten rather a {nare, than any recal benefit ; el-
pecially to them, who, inftead of being ex-
campled to temperance, are’in all, things
taught to prefer the geting of I‘lChCS, and
to eye the temporal diftinctions they give, as
the principal bulinefs of this life. Thefe rea-
- dily overlook the true happinefs of man, as
1t refults from the enjoyment of all things in
- the féar of God, and, miferably fubﬁltutmg
© a0 inferior gaod d'lno‘erous in the acquir-
ing, and uncertain “the fruitio n, they are
--111&)}6(’1‘ to many difappointments, 'md EVEry
{weet carries 1ts {ting. '

It is the conclufion of our bleffed Lord and
his" apoitles, as appears by their lives and
dtrines, that the hgheft delights of fenfe,
or moft pleafing objects viitble, ought ever to
be accounted infinitely mierior to that real

ntelle¢tual happinefs f{vited to man i his
primitive inaocence, and now to be found in
true renovation of mind; and cihat the com-

- forts of our preleat life, the things moft
arateful to us, ougit always to be received
xmtmten’lpcr'mce and never made the chief
objects of our delire, hope, or lave: but that
W
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" our whole heart 'md affetions be>pringipally
looking to that * ‘ city, which hathifounda-
£¢ ti6ns, 'whofe maker and builder{is:God.”
Did we o 1mprove the gifts beftowed 'on s,

- that ‘our children mlght haveans educatron

 fuited to thefe doctrines, -and- our exampleito
confirm it, we might réjoice in hopes-of their

' being heirs of an inheritance incorruptible,

" This inheritdance,* as chriftians, we: efteém
the moft valuable; and how then can we fail
to défire it for our children? O that we were
confiftent with ourfelves, in purﬁnng means
neceflary to obtain 1! -

It appears, by experience, that WhEI‘E chil-

- dren ‘are educated in fulnefs eafe 'and idle-
nefs, evil habits are more prevalent, thariin

- common amongft fuch who ‘are prudently
“employed in the neceflary affairs of' life::and
- “1f: children are not only educated m the way
“of {0 great ternptation, but have alfb the 6p-
¢ ‘portunity of ‘larding it over'their - fellow-

~ creatures, and bemg ma{ters of unen initheir

“ii¢hildhood, how can we hope othérwife than

“itha their tender minds will be. poflefled-with

"tlfbugnts too high for them? which, by con-

" finttance, gaining {trength, will: prove, like

- d flow current, gradually- feparating. them
from (or Leepmg from acquaintance with)

that humility and ‘meeknefs 1n which alone

lalting happinefs can-be enjoyed.
“ Man1s born to labour, and experiencé a-
bundantly theweth, that it is for our good :
but where the powerful lay tlie burthen on
the mferlor without alfording-a. chmﬂsmn
educattlon%
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education, and fuitable: opportunity of - im-
proving. tne mind, and & treatment which
we,. in: thetr cafe, thould approve, that them-
{elves may live at eafe, and fare fumptuouf~
ly, and lay up riches for their potterity, this
{feems to contradiét the defign of Providence,
and, I.doubt, 15 {fometimes the effect of a
perverted mind: for while the life of one is
made grievous by the rigour of another, 1t
entails mifery on both,

Amongit the manifold works of Provi-
dence, difplayed in the different ages pf the
world, thefe which follow (with many others)
may afford inftruction.

Abraham’-was called of God to leave his
country and kindred, to fojourn amongit
ftrangers : through famine, and danger of
death, he was forced to flee from one king=-
dom to another: he, at length, not only had
allurance of being the father of many na-
tions, but beeame a mighty prince. Genefis
xx1i; 0. ]

Remarkable were the dealings of God with
Jacob 1n a low eftate, the juft fenfe he re-
tained of them after his advancement, ap-
pears by his words: ¢ I am ot Worthy of

the leaft of all thy mercies.” Genefis xxxii.
10, xlvui, 13.

‘The numerous aflhictions of Jofeph are
very fingular ; the particular providence of
Godl thuwl 10 lefs manifeft : he, at length,
became governor of Egypt, and famous fon

wifdom aid v.rtee, »
The



Keeeing or NEGROES.. 26¢

‘The farics. of tronbles David. pafied thro’,
few amonat us are ignorant of ; and yer he-
¢1fa_erwa1d5 became a5 ong of the grea,n. mer
of the earth, . 3 Y

Some evidences of L.ne dlvmc Wlfdem ap-
pears in thofe things, in that fuch who are
intended for high ftations, have firft been
very, low md dejected, that truth might be
fealed an their hearts ; .and that the charac-
ters there imprinted by bitternefs and adver-
hty, might in aftér years remain| fuggeft-
g compaflionate ideas, and, in thewr pro-
iperity, quicken their regard ta thofe in the
Iike condition : which yet further appears
the cafe of lirael: they were well acquaint-
ed with grievous {uflerings, a long and rigo~:
rous {ervitude; then, chro’ Inany: notdble e~!
VEnts, were m'ldc chier amongft the nations::
to them we find 2 rcpe-tition of precepts.tot
the purpofe abovefaid: though, for ends:a=
greeable to.1nfinite wildom, they were chofe
as a peculiar peaple for a tume; yet the Moft:
High acquamts them, that his lave 1s not
confined, but extends tq the ftranger;: and,|
to .cxcite their compaflion, reminds them of:
times palt, * Ye were firangers in the land:
“ of Egypt,” Deut.x. 1g. Again,::*“.Thou
** {halt not opprefs a ftranger, for ye know:

" the heart of a ftranger, feeing ye _were
** ftrangers in the land of Lgypt ]Zmd
XXiil. Q.

If we call to mmd onr beglnnmg, foma of
us may find a tume, wherein our fathers were

under
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under- affhictions, reproaches, and ma.mfoldw !

4'

fufferings.i: . ¢ - ! ‘ x

RelpeCiing: our pt‘ogrefs i thu-. l:.md the‘
time s {hort fince our beginning qu.ﬁnall
and: number:few, compared with the native
inhabitants, He that {lecps not by day nor
night, hath watched over us, and kept us as-
the apple of his eye. His almighty arm hath
been round about us,.and. faved. us from
dangers,. -

The wﬂdelnefs and fohmry defarts in
which our fathers pafled the days of their
pilgrimage, are now turned into pleafant
fields ; the natives are gone from before us,
and we eftablithed peaceably in the poffeﬁion
of the land, enjoying our civil and religious
hberties ; and while many parts of the
world have groaned under the heavy calami-
ties of war, our habitation remains quiet;
and -our-land frutful, . .

When we trace back the fleps we have
trodden, and {ee how the Lord hath opened
a way in the wilderncfs for us; to the wife.
it will eafily appear, that all this was not
done to: be buried in oblivion; but: to pre=.
pare . people for more fr aitful retu ris, and
the. remembrance thereof, ought to humblé
us 1 profperity, and excite in us a chrifbian
benevolence towards our inferiors.

If we do not . confider thefe things aright
but, through a ftupid indolence, conceive
views:of intereft, {eparate: {rom the general *
goodk of. the great brotherhood, and, in pur=:
fuance thercof, treat our infertors with: i~ .

- COUr,



KeeeiNGg' oF NEGROES.O.evprs

wour; to increafe our wealth, and gainrichebs
for our children ; ¢ What then {hall woidoiut
““ when' God rifeth up ¢ ‘and- when he vifit=
““ eth, what fhall we anfwer him ? «did not
““ he that made us, makethem ? anidididinot: -
‘““ one falthion ws 1m: the womb P _]Gb‘xxxi.
]3514 I STUEEETS I “ﬂ;f;
To our great mafter we ftand. ot fally to -
judge or condemn us as 1s moft {uitable: toh is -
wifdom or authority ; my inclination 1s:to®
perfuade, and intreat, and fimply give hmta
of my way of chinking: BRI
If the chriftian religion be conﬁdued both
refpecting its doltrines, and the happy An=
fluence which it hath-.on - the minds sand-
manners of all real chriftians, it looks rea- -
{fonable to think, that the miraculous: mam=: !
feftation thereof: to the world, 1s a kindnefs:-
beyond expreflion. e
Are we the people thus favoured? are wer»
they - whofe minds are opened, influgiced,
and . governed by the Spirit of Chrift,rand.
thereby made {fons of God? 15 1t not:a fair =
conclufion, that we, like our heavenly iFa~ .
ther, ought 1n our def:I ree, to be adiive 1m.D
the fame oreat caufe, of the eternal happi=
nefs of, at leaft, our whole famﬂles, and“
more, if thereto C’lp'u,ltatﬁd? S N A
If we, by the operation of the Spn‘m of.
Chrift, be(.ome heirs with him in the king=-
dom of his Father, and. are redeemed :from.:
the alluring counterfeit joys of tlis worldy *
and the joy of Chrift remain -in usjttoidup= -
poie that one remaining in this happy con-:
dition,
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dationgs:can, for the fake of earthly riches,
not-only deprive: his’ fallot-creatures -of- the
fwectnels of freedom; (which,’ rightly ufed;
1s;0ne of (the greatelt te*npoml bleﬂmgs) but
therewch - nieglect infing proper mbeans;!:for
thewr acquaintance with the Holy Scnpturesf
and the advantage of - true- rehgmn, feems,
at:leafty a contradi@ion:‘to réafony iz vt 7

Whotvet rightly -advocates ‘the> cmfe -6f
fome, thereby promeotes the.good of-alls*The
{tate .of; mankind was harmoniods ini the
beginning;-and though fin hath: introduced:
dilcord, -yet; thr(mgh the:wonderfultlové'of
God, 1n: Chrilt- Jefus. our:Lord; the way:is
open for- our redemption, ‘and: mMeans?:ap=
pointed to reftore -us: to-: primitive- har=
mony. - That if -one fuffer by the unfaith<
fulnets.of .another;- the mind, -the:moft'ho-
ble part of him that occafions the difcord,:is;
thereby alienated from its. true and: real hap-
pnefs, - S T NP AR AT RS

- Qur-duty and intereft is mfeparably urii-
ed and ‘when we negle& or mifufe-our-ta-
‘]ents we necedarily depart from the-hedven--
ly. fellowﬂnp, and aré in the W&} to rhe
greﬂteﬁ of.evils, . - - ’ RECE

Therefore to examine and prove- Uurfelves
to find what harmony- the power. p‘rmdmg
1n'us bears with the divine natare; 15 & duty.
not more: mncumbent and n‘.,cc{far\r tha'l it
would-be beneficial,

- In.Holy Writ the Duftm.. Be;m'v f.-mh of
himfelf, - 1 am the Lord, which exercifc

“ loving-kinduefs, Judgmﬁn“ and righteouf=
L (‘
nefs



t nefs in the carth ;' for in thefe things I de-
“ light, faith the Liord,” Jer.1x. 24. - Again;
{peaking it the way of man; to fhew his
compafhon to Ifracl; whofé wickednefs had
occafioned a calamity, aud then being hiun-
bled under 1it, it is faid, * Iis {foul was
“ arieved for their miferies,” Judges x. -16.
If we confider the life of our blefled Saviour
when on earth,. as it is recorded by his fol-
lowers; we. {hall £ind, that one uniform de-’
fire for the etérnal, and témporal good of
mankind, difcovered itfelf in all his actions.

If we obferve men; both dpoftles dnd o<
thers, in many different ages, who have
really come td the unity of the-Spirit, and
the fellowfhip of the faints; there ftill appears
the hike difpofition; and in them the defire
of. the real happinefls of mankind; has out=:
balanced the .defire of eafe; liberty; andy:
many times; life itfelf, S

If upon a true {earchy we find that ofir fia~
tures are {o far renewed, that to exercife righ~
teoufnefs and loving-kindnefs (according to
our ability) towards all men; without refpet
of perfons, 1s eafy to us, or 1s our delight ;
tf our love be fo orderly, and regular, that
he who doeth the will of our Father, who is
in heaven, appears in our view, to be our
necareft relation, our brother, and fifter, and
mother ; 1f this be our cafe, there 1s a good
foundation to hope, that the blefling of God
will {weéten our treafures during our ftay in-
this Iife, and our memory be favory, when
we are entered into reft.

T * Ta
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. To conclude, "Tis a truth moft certain,
that a hife guided by wildom from above,
arreeable with juftice, equity, and mercy,
is. throughout confiftent and amiable, and
truly beneficial to fociety ; the ferenity and
calmnefs of mind in 1t, affords an unparal-
Jelled comfort 1 this life, and the end of it
s bleffed.
- And, no lefs true, that thcy, who 1n the
midft of high ﬁwours, remain ungrateful,
and under all the advantages that a chriftian
can defire, are felfith; earthly, and f{enfual,
do mifs the true fountain of happinels, and
wander 1n a maze of dark anxiety, where all
their treafures are infuflicient to quet their
minds : hence, from an infatiable craving,
they neglect domg good with what they have
acquired, and too often add oppreflion to va-
nity, that they may.compafs more.
“ O that they were wife, that they under-
““ ftood this, that they would confider their
“ Jatter end!” Deut., xxxi1. 2.

C O N-
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On the KEEPING of

N E G R 0 E S

Recommended to the Profeffors of Chnﬁr-

anity of every Denommatmn.
PArT the SEcoND.

Firft printed in the year 1762. -

DEvUT. i. 17.

Ye fhall not refpect perfons judément ;. but
ye fball hear the finall as well as the great : ye

Shall mot be afraid of the face qf man ; _ﬁw the
judgmfnt 15 God's. .

P R E F A C E

L L our altions are of like nature with ther
roof ; and the Moff High weigheth them
more /éz//ul[y than Men can weigh them one

Jor another,
[ beliewe that one Su ipreme Beng made and

Supports the world ; nor can I worfbip any other
Dety without 65’:720' an dolater, and ngz/f_y of
wickedne/s,

He
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Many nations bave bcizcwd in, and wor [hip-
ped a plur aiztj of deities; but [ do not believe
they were tbemy‘brﬂ all wwicked: ‘Ydo/a’tryamdeed
18 -wzdeedngf S but 1t 15 the tbzng, not the \n\a}fz}x
which 15 Jo. “Real idolatry is"to ply z‘lfmz‘ ailo

Iﬂ*-l Yy

rationtoa creamre, which 15 !mo'wn 2o bf dzcc

a?z/y to the true' God.

He. wwbo’ pmf fléth to beleve' one Alngbr‘
Crfatar, and ‘i bis Son fefus Chriff, and is
yet moré ntent on the honours, profits and fr end-"
Ships of the world, than be is in_finglenefs of
heart té ftaind faithful to’the chiftian religion,
15 in the  channel of idolatry ; while the Gentile,
awho, under fome mgﬂaken opmzou.s, 25 1zotfwztb-
Sranding eftablifhed i the true pr mczple qf vVirs.
tue, and -humbly adores an almighty power, miy’
be of that miniber who fear God, and waork
righteonfiefs. | _

°] belicve the bifbop of Rome affuntes a porver,
that does not-belong ‘to any officer in the ::}Jm cb
of  Chriff'; “and if I [hould knowingly do” any |
fbmg, teding’ to fi engthen bum in that cap(z—
city, 1t would be great imquity. There are ma-
ny thoufands of people, who by their pr cgﬂ'ﬂ' on
acknowledge bum to be the reprefentative of e~

Sfus Cbry} on carthy and to fay that none of
them are upright mn f:»fa:t would be contiar y to

1y ﬁ'ntmffur.r |

Ment awhs jmcere!y apply their minds to t: m.{
virtue, und jmd an imavard jupparz‘from above,
by which all-wWicious inclinations are' made fu (B
7ec ; that. they love God fincevely, and Pr efc’; ;

the real t:rood o}‘ mankind ﬁmvm_,a/l_'y 10 rba
v !
oW,

4
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Bl g b

.-m; fr watf zn{e; tbaz:gb z‘br;/é' rqugh’ tbc
}ra@tb of. adumtzor; ‘and fra ztzgn,i may.remann
zma’c; ﬁme Jpecilative and great.grrors, it would
be. zmz,barzmﬁlf: 10 _/Ezy,, ‘t_‘fmt tberefbw Gad ;geff.r
them.—He wha creates, Iz upports. qnd L1Ves W=
derfianding to all-men, /m knowfeda'e aud gaod—-
nefs }.r":ﬁzperzar 7 z‘be various czg/e: qud €L CHIM=
Slances of s crﬁ'(zz‘m es, . 'wb;cb to ug appem t/ar:
mg/z' dzﬁzcnlt A A, .

“The: apcyik’.r fmd pr zmzt;w c/m Fians: +zlzd mz’*
ce?y}d‘is{ all ;be Gentz!e.r as wicked men, Rom.ii.
v4. Col, 3ii. 11, buf as they were fa'uam od with
a gzﬁ‘ £ dyfrerrz z‘bzng: more cfm{ Uy, 7€ pec‘i’m‘}
the :waiﬂ?zp of . tbe true God, they. 'wn‘f,? much
i ?H;I(?ﬁ declared agzm ﬁ the wa{ﬂ)zppmg qf I-
dols ; and with true patience f?ZdI!?‘td many Juf-
fczm;g.r on that.account, e

Great numbers of. fau‘/ oful Pratcjt’ants have.
contended for the. truth, m oppofition to papal
errors ; and with true fm titude laid down their
lives in the conflict, without faying, That na.
man.was_faved who made profeffion t?f that e~ .
ligion., .

While we bave no rngf to. feefp men s jE'r-a
VANl s _/br term of life, but that of fuperior pow-
er; to do this, with defign by théir. labour - to..

profit qurfelves and. aw: familjes, . I. believe iis

wrong ; but I do not believe, that q{l vyho baw
kept jlaw: bave therefore Leen cbargeable with ',
gult. If their motives thereto were free. from..
Jelfy /bm_’ﬁ' and their. flaves cantent; they were:.

a ﬁan of freemen'; which I believe hath fome-
times been the cafe.

Whatever
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Whatever a man does in the fptire of charity,
t0 him 1t 1s not fin: and while be lrves and acts
i this fpirit, be learns all things effential to hus
bappinefs, as an mdividual: and 1f be doth not
Jee that any injury or injuffice, to any-other per-
Jon, 15 neceffarily promoted by any part of bis
Jform of government, I beheve the mercyful
Fudge will not lay mquaty to bis charge. et
others, who lirve m the fame [pirit.of charity,
Jrom a clear convincement, may Jee tie relation
of one thing to another, and the neceffary ten-
dency of each ; and hence it may be abjolutely
binding on them to defiff from fome parts of con-
duct, which fome good men have been i,

c‘o N-
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PArT the SECOND,

S fome in moft religious focieties a-
A mongft the Englifh are concerned in

importing or purchafing the 1hhabi-
tants of Africa as {laves; and as the profef=
fors of chriftianity of feveral other nations
do the like ; thefe circumitances tend to make
people lefs apt to examine the practice {o
clofely as they would, if fuch a thing had
not been, but was now propofed to be en-
tered upon. It 1s however our duty, and
what concerns us individually, as creatures
accountable to-our Creator, to employ right-
ly the underfltanding which he hath given
us, 1n humbly endeavouring to be acquaint-
ed with his will concerning us, and with the
nature and tendency of thofe things which
we practife: for as juftice remains to be juf=

uce, {fo many pcople, of reputation in the
world
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worId _]ommg with wrong, things, do,inet,
c*{cufc others in j _101;‘11;_1g with them, nor make_- ,;
the coniequenqg of “their proceedmgs lefs
dreadful in 'ﬁnal 1er1€, tha,n 1t unld be
otherwife,’ , L
W'*here unrwhteouﬁlgr .18 Juﬂlﬁed from
ong age to =1nofhef, 1t'l'115“ like dark matger

gftthermrr [mto clouds over us, We may
know that this gloom w;ll remain till the

|||||
P

caufe be* n.mavcd by . [reforlmtlon, OL:
change of times ; and may fccl a defire, from
a love' of’ cquity, to {pcak on the ocmﬁonx,

yet wher¢ ertor is {0’ {trong, that it may, not
be fpoLon nﬁqinﬁ mthout fome profped of
mcomremem,c to the fpeaker, this difficulty
15 ]11{*"-]) to opcrate on our weaknefs, .and

f

quench’ the good dcﬁrcs n us; exceptywe.
dwell {o fteadily under ;hu Welght of 1t, as to -
be made’ Wllluw to ‘c aqduw hardnefs
that dccount, , L
Where men  exert theu* t'ﬂents agamﬂ:
v1CeSs genemlly accounted fuch, the ill effeGs
wheéreof arc pr eler 1tly per L.cm.d M a govern-
ment, all men who regard their.awn, tempo-
ral good are likely to approve the work.
But when ' that whn,h 1S 1nconﬁﬂent wnh
per fect eqmt*,r Lnth the Inw or countenance; ~
of the 'great m 1ts f'},vmu, thaugh the ten-
genCy théteof be quite contrary to the true -
happinel§ | of ‘mankind in an equal, if. not
grmter ‘&EI eté, than many thm S accoune;
ed reproacl to chﬂiuans yet, as thefe 11l
effe@s att bt O‘enemlly pf‘r(.cwed they. who.

abour t6 “diffuade from {fuch thmgrs, whlch
people
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' HIHI{‘H I(JHN
people believe 'accord mth thglr mterqﬁ, jlav

Vil

many fd1fﬁcult1€s {6 encounter nannstuos 9

- I
! { ¢

The repeated charges, which, Go ql gAVE,10l;
his: prophets, niply the danger they WeLe1n, .

L I

of erring on this Hand ¢ Be not_ afraidjof

Yy 111. TS

““: their faces; for'l Zm mth thee tg delver, .

f‘ thee;’ fiith the'Lotd.”, Jer. i 8 ‘,‘“blpeak

_:i.':

¢ all the’ words that [ command thee .to. |
* fpeak to them’; diriinifli not 2 WOI‘d.; ]er,..,h
xxvi, 2 "¢ And thou, fon of man .be,.not.: -
 afraid of them hOF* dlﬁnayed at,, theu'
#¢ looks, - Speak 1 my iw’rords to tfaem, Wherher;

“ they wﬂl hear or forbear.” Ezek i, 6,7,
Usdder “an: apprehenﬁon of duty, T c;affer.,,.r
fome" further confiderdtions on this fubje@cg
having endewoured fome years to conﬁdqx;l;t.
candidly. "I have "obferved pmplc of our
own' ¢olour, 'whofe abilities have becn mfe-a
rior'to the ‘affairs which relate to t] eir cons, -

IR

venient f{ubfiftence, who have been takenr

LN YRS

care'of -by others, and tlie pr':){?itl:I ‘anifu(:l

work’as they could do, applmd‘tqv}r d tllen:a
iuppélt—-—l believe there are fucjh,. arq_ gﬂ: "
negroés ;- ‘and that fome people, .vhqfe ’
hands they are, ‘keep thein with mo= vgch of.,,:
outwapd profit, do not confider them as, black .
e
men, who, as fuch, ouglit to {érve Whlt{’:
mern j but account “thein perfons whi J{havcﬂ
need 'of guardians, and’ as fuch take care of .
them :' yet where equal care 1s takep in a]l
parts of educatior; I do not apprehend cafesf
of this fort are hkely to occur more ﬁ“ﬁquqn TR

ly amongft one f'ort of pcople than 210L0er. -,

R It

P
]

--1-1: -

f I'

li'.l -
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. It looks to me that the flave trade was
“"oundud, and hath generally been carried on,
in a,wrong {pirit ; that.the effe@s of it are
detrimental to the real profperity of our
country ; and -will be more fo, except we
ceafe, from. the common. motives of keeping
them, and treat them in future agrecable to
truth and pure Ju{hce

Negroes may be imported, who, for their
cruclty to their countrymen, and the evil
difpofition of their minds, may be unfit to
be at liberty ; and if we, as lovers of righte-~
oufnefs, undertake the management of them,
we ﬂlould have a full and cleaq knowledgé of
their crimes, and of thofe circumdtances which
might operate in their favour; but the diffi-
culty of obtammg this 1s {o great, "that we
have great -reafon to be cautious therein,
But, fhould; it plamly appear that abfolute
fubjection was a condition the moft proper
for the perfon who 1s purchafed, yet the in-
nocent children ought not to be made flaves,
becaufe thew parents {inned. |

We have account in holy {cripture of {ome
families futlering, where mention is only made
of the heads of the family committing wick-
ednefs ; and 1t 15 hkely that the degenerate
Jews, mufunderftanding {fome occurrences of
this kind, took occafion to charge God with
being unequal ; {o that afaying became com-
mon, ‘* The F: 'lthEI‘S have eaten {four grapes,
¢ zmd the children’s tecth are fet on edgc
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, two of the infpired
prophets, who lived near the fame time, were

concerned
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concerned .to corre& this error, . Fzekiel 1s
large on the fubje@. Firft, he reproves-them
for their error. What mean 'ye, that ye
< do fo,” chap. xviii. verfe 2, As. Ilive,
“ faith the Lord God, ‘ve Thall not have oc-
¢ cafion any moré to ufe this pr overb in If-
““ racl.” The words, * any maore,’" ' +have
reference to time paft; intimating, that tho’
they had not rightly underﬁood {fome things
they had heard or {feen, and thence fuppofed
the proverb to be well grounded ; yet hence-
forth they might know of a certainty, that
the ways of God are.all equal; that as {ure
as the Moft High liveth,” {o fure men are.on-
ly anfwerable for their own fins.—He thus
{fums up the matter, ver, 20. *“ The foul that
¢ finneth, itfhall die. Thefon fhall not bear
* theiniquity of the father ; neither fhall the
¢ father bear the iniquity of the fon. . The
¢ ughtcoufncfs of the righteous thall be. up-
“ on him ; and the'wickednefs of the wicked
¢ fhall be upon him. *

- Where men are wicked, they commonly are
a means of corrupting the {ucceeding age;
and thereby haften thofe outward calamities,
Whl(‘.h fall on nations, when their iniquities
are full.

Men may purfue means which are not a-
areeable to perfe@ purity, with a view to in-
creafe the wealth and happinefs of their ofi-
{pring, and thereby make the way of virtue
more difficult to them. And though the il
example of a parent, or a multitude, does not

excufe a man in doing evil, yet the ‘mind be-

Ing
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ing early imprefled with vicious -notions and
practices, and ‘nurtured ‘up in ways of get-
ting treafire, which are not ‘the ways of
truth; this wrong {pirit getting firlt poflefli-
on, and being thus ftrengthened, - frequently
prevents dué attention to the true - {pirit of
wifdom,fo thatthey exceed in wickednefs thofe
wholived before them, . : And 1in this: channe]
though parents labour, as they think, 1tuc:ﬁf'c:nt‘--
ward the happinefs of their children, -it proves
a means of forwardmg their: calannt) This
being .the cafe in the -age’ next beforé: the
grievous calamity ih thehiege of Jerufilem,and
carrying Judah capuive to Babylon they mlght
fay with propriety, This came upoirus, be-
canfe our fathers-forfook God, and Decauﬁ: we
did worfe than our fathers. See ]er viii, 26,
As the generation next before them 1nward-
ly turned awayfrom God, who yet waited to
be gracious ; and as thcy in that age conti-
nued in thofe things which neceﬂhmly ﬁa'pa—
rated from periect goodnels, 'growing more
ftubborn;: till the judgments of God were.
pourcd out vipon them ; they might properly
fay, ** Our fathers have ﬁnr.ied and- we have
¢ bornc their iniquities ;" Lam.v. 7, And yet,
wicked as their fathers were, had they ot
1 ucccedEd them in their w 1cLednefb, they had

not borne, their | Iniquities,

To fuppofe it right, that an innocent man
fhall at this -day be excluded from the corti-
mon rulesof Ju[hce~ be deprived of that k-
berty, whi¢h is the natural right of human

creaturcs ; and be a flave to others during

lifeg
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life, on account of a fin committed by his
1mmed1ate ;parents ; or a fin commfttr{d ‘*by‘
Ham, the {fon of Noah is a. {uppofition’ toe
grofs, to- be admitted into the mind 'of any
perfon, . who fincerely: defires 10 be. troverned
by fohd p1m(:1ples ST S OIS
It is alledged, in favour of the ! pl“a&le.'m
that Jofhua made flaves-of the Gibeonites, ' -
What men do by the command of God,’
and what comes to pafs:as a confequence of
their negle&, are different; fuch as. the latter-
cale now mentioned was; . SR
It was the exprefs command of the Almigh=
ty to Ifrael, concerning the mhabitants of"
the promlféd land, *“ Thou fhalt make no
““ covenant with them, nor with their Gods:.-
““ They fhall not dwell in thy land,” : Exod.
xxui. 32. Thofe Gibeonites came craftilyy -
telling Jofhua, -that they were come from a
far country ; that their elders had fent them”
to make a league with the people of Ifrael;
and as an .evidence of their being foreigners,
fhewed their old cloaths, &c. ““ And the
‘“ men took of them.m&ualsm and afked not -
““ counfel at the mouth of the Lord; and-
““ Jofhua made peace with them, and made.
a league with them, to let them live ; and
the princes {ware to thPm 'Jofh.xcvi. 14,17,
When the impofition: was difcovered, the
congregation murmured againft the pnnces B
* But all the princes faid to all the-congrega-
*“ tion, we have fworn to them by the Lord 7+
* God of Ifrael; now therefore we may not ™
“* touch themj we will even let theny live,”

% 1‘{‘["} :

£

(44
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 left wrath be upon us; but let them be
“ hewers of wood, and drawers of water un-
* to the congregation.

Omitting to alk coundel, involved them in
great difliculty. The Gibeonites were of thofe
citics, of which the Lord faid, * Thou fhalt
¢ fave alive nothing that breatheth ;” and of
the {tock of the Hivites, Loncernmg whom
he commanded by name, * Thou thalc {inite
“ them, and utterly deﬁroy them: Thou
¢ {halt make no covenant with them, nor
¢ {hew mercy unto them,” Deut. vii. 1, Thus
Jothua and the princes, not knowing them,
had made a league with them, to let thern
hve; and n this ftrait they refolve to make
them fervants. Jothua and the princes {uf-
pected them to be deceivers : *¢ Peradventure
““ you dwell amongft us: and how thall we

“ make a league with you?” Which words
thew, that they remembered the command
before mentioned ; and yet did not enquire
at the mouth of the Lord, as Mofes direted
]oﬂma when he gave lmn a charge refpect-
ing his durty as chief man among that people,

Numb, xxvii. 21, By this omiffion thmgs
became {fo fituated, that Jofhua and the
princes could not cxecute the judgments of
God on them, without violating the oath

which they Ind made. '

Mofes did amifs at the waters of Meribah ;
and doubtlels he {foon 1epentcd for the Lord
was with him.  And 1t 1s likely that Jofhua
Wwas decply humbled, under a fenfe of his

omufiton ; for it appears that God continucd
him
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him 1n his office, and fpared the” lives of
thofe people, for the {ake of the league and
oath made in his name.” * o

The wickednefs of thele peoPI‘eliwas great,
and they worthy to die, or perfect jiiftice had:
not pafled fentence of death upon them ; and
as their execution was prevented by this Ieague
and oath, they appear content to be {ervants:
‘“ As it {fecmeth good and right unto thee to
““ do unto us, do.

Thefe criminals, inftead-of death, ‘had the
{entence ot {ervitude pronounced on them, in
thefe words, ¢ Now therefore ye arc curfed;
 and there fhall none of you bé¢ freed from
“ being bondmen, and hewers of wood,
““ and drawers of water for the houfe of my
“ God.” *

We find, Deut. xx. 10. that there: were
cities far diftant from Canaan, againft which
Ifrael went to battle; unto whom: they were
to proclaim peace, and 1f the imhabitants
made anfwer of peace, and opened their
cates, they were not to deftroy them,' buc
make them tributaries. S

The children of Ifrael were then' the Lord’s
hoft, and executioners of his judgmeénts on
pcople hardened 1n wickednels.—They were
not to go to battle, but by his appoinument.
The men who were chief 1n his army, had
their inftructions from the Almighty ; {ome-
times 11mnecnately, and {ometimes by the
minftry of angels. Of thefe, amongft others,
were ’\ro{Ls ]ofhm Orthnsel, and Gideon ;
fé¢ Exod. 11, 2. and xviit. 19. Jofh. v. 1.

Thefc
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Thele people far off from Canaan; againit
whom I{rael was fent to-battle, were {0 cor-
rupt, that the creator of the univerfe {faw it
good to. change their fituation ; and 1n-cafe
of their opening their gates, and coming un-
der tribute, this their fubjeétion; though pro-
bably more mild than abfolute flavery, was
to laft little or no longer than while Ifracl re-
mained 1n the true {pirit of government: -

It was pronounced by Mofes the propliet;
as a confequence of their wickednefs, ¢ The
‘“ ftranger that 1s within thee fhall get above
¢ thee very high; and thou fhalt come down
‘“ very low he fhall be the head,- and thou
“ the tail.,” Deut. xxviil, 43, 44. .

This we find in fome meafure verified in
their being made tributaries to tiie Moabites;
Midianites, Amorites and Philiftines.

It 15 alledged in favour of the practice of
{lave-keeping, that the Jews by their law
inade {laves of the Heathen, Levit, xxv. 4.
‘¢ Moreover,- of the children of the ftrangers
¢ tl1a; do {ojourn amongft you, ef them fhall

* ye buy, and of ther children, which are
‘“ with you, which they begat in your land ;
““ and they fhall be your pofleflion ; and you
““ {hall ake them as an inheritance for your
‘“ children after you, to inherit them as a
‘¢ poﬁ'eﬁion, they fhall be your bondmen for
‘“ ever, It 15 chthcult for us to have any
certain knowledge of the mind of Mofts; in
regard to keeping {laves, any other way than
by looking npon him as a true {fervant of God,

whofe mind and conduct were regulated by‘
an
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an inward :principleof juftice and équity: To
admit a:fuppofition that hein thdrcafe was
drawn from:perfect equity by the alliance of
outward: kindred, would be to d;fown hlS au—
thOI‘lty B e T 4 ..-.n,n' e e

+Abraham had: f'ervants born in his houfe,
and bought with his money ¥ '*¢ And the Al=
“. mighty faid of :Abraham, I'know him,
““ that:he will..ordef ‘his houfe after hiin.”
Which implies, thatihe:was as :i"fithei',' an
inftructor, anda good governor 6ver his peo-
ple.~And ‘Mofes," confidered -as aiman of
God;. muft neceflar lly have had a profpe@ of
fore real advantage in‘the ftrangers-and hea-
thens being: fervants to the Iﬁaehtes for a
times

- As’ Jmankmd had recewed and e{’cthfhed
many erroneous’ opiitions and hurtful cuf=
toms;: their hwng ‘aud- converfing’with ’ thc
Jews, iwhile: the' fewst'ftood faithful ¢ their.
principles,: might:be helpful to ' remdve thofq.
eirors; ‘and -reform 'thelr manner S"” —But.
for:imeny - with -private views, to' atfurne an
abfolute power ‘ovér the' pcrfons and* propci-
tiesrof :others ; ‘and contmue’ 1t from-age to
age:in ‘the line of natural gcnemuon with~
out regard to-the virtues and' 'vices of' theu‘
fuccetlors; as 1t1s manifeftly: contrary ko'true
univerfal love, and atéénded with:} great evils,
there' requires ‘the; cléareft evidénce’to beget a
beliefinus; that:Mofes intended “that the
ﬁ:rangers ﬂmuld as fuch be-flaves to the Jews.

e directed them to buy firangers‘and fo-
_]@UHI&I“‘»‘ ~=It appeats ‘that there were ftrang-
f ' U ers
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ers. in- Ifrael . who were free men; and confr-
dering with what tendernefs. and humanity
the Jews,. by their law, . were obliged to ufe
their {ervants,, and what care was to be taken
to mftruét them 1n che true 1&1131011, it 18 not
anlikely that fome ftrangers. in poverty -and
duftrels were W1llmg to- enter into bonds to
ferve the Jews as long as they hved ; andan
fuch cafe the Jews,; by their l.a.w, had a rrght
to their {fervice during life, -

. When the awl was bored. thr ough the ear
Uf the Hebrew fer vant, the text {aith,-** He
““ {fhall ferve for cver;”’ yet we do not {up-
poie that by the word “ for cver,’ it was in-
tended .that none of his poﬁemty thould af-
terwards be free ; when 1t 15 {aid 1 regard to
the ftrangers which they bought,  They
““ {hall be your poileflion,” it may bec well
underftood to mean only the perfons {o pur-
chafed 5 all preceding relates to buying them ;
and what follows, to the continuance of their
tervice, ‘¢ You thall take them as an inhe-
‘“ ritance to your children after youw; they
““ fhall be your bondmen for cver,” It may
be well underftood to {tand limited to thoie
tht y' purchafed, -

\*’Ioﬁ,b, direCting Aaron and his fons to
wailh their hands and feet, when they went
uito the tabernacle of the congregation, faith;
«¢ It {hall be a {tatute tor ever to them, 'even
““ to hum and his {eed throughout all gene-
‘“ rations,” And to exprefs the continuance
of the law, 1t was his common language,
« It {hall be a {tatute for ever threughout

** your
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% your generations.” 'So that had he interid-
ed the pofterity of the {trangers {o: purchaﬁ:d
to continue in flavery to the Jews, it Iooks
likely' that he would have uled {fome térms
‘clearly to exprefs it: The Jews undoubtediy
had flaves; whom they kept as fuch from one
age to another ; but that this was agreeable
to the genuine defign of their infpired law-
giver, 1s far from being a clear cafe.

Making conftr ué’uons of ‘the law contrary
to the true meaning of it, was common a=
mongft that people. L Samuel s fons took
bribes, and perverted judgment.~——Ifaizh
complained that they juftified the wicked for
reward, ——— Zephamah, cotemporary with
Jeremiah, on account of the injuftice of the
civil magiftrates, declared that thofe judges
were cvening wolves ; and that the PI‘ICﬂZS
did violence to the law.

Jeremiah acquaints us, that the priefts
cried peace, peace; when there was no peace ;
by which means the people grew bold in
their wickednefs ; and having committed a-
bominations, were not alhamed ; but, thro’
wrong conftructions.of the law, they juftifi-
cd themielves, and boaftingly f'ud “ We are
¢ wife ;- and the law of the Lord is with us.
Thefe corruptions continued ‘till the days of
our Saviour, who told the Pharifees, * You
““ have madc the commandmient of God of
t noneé effe@ through your tradition,”

Thus 1t appears that they corrupted the
law of Mofes; nor i1s it unhkely that among
many thers chis was one ; ; for opprefling the

U 2 {trangers
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{trangers was a heavy charge againft ‘the
Jews, and very often {trongly rePrefentcd by
the Lord’s faithful prophets.

~ That the hberty of man was, by the in-
fplred law-giver, efteemed precious, appears
in this; that fuch who unjuitly’ deprived
men of i It were to be punitheéd in hike'man-
ner as if they had murdered them. * He

“ that ftealeth a man, and felleth him ; or if
“ he be found in his hand, fhall {furely be

‘ put to death,” This part ‘of the Taw was
fo confiderable, that Paul, the learned Jew,
giving a brief account of the ufes of the law,
adds this, * It was made for men-ftealers,”

1 Tim. i. 10,

The great men amongft that people were
exceeding oppreflive; and, it 1s likely, ex-
erted theirr whole {irength and influence to
have the law conftrued to fuit their turns.~=
The honcft &rvants of the Jord had heavy
work with them in regard to their opprefli-
on; a fcw mnftances follow. ¢ Thus faith
“ the Lord of hofls, the God of lfrael, a-
“ mend your ways, and your doings ; and't
“ will caufe you to dwell 1n this place, If
*“ you throughly execute judgment between
‘“ a man and lus neighbour ; if you opprefs
*“ not the ftranger, the fatherlefs and the wi-
*“ dow; and fhed not innocent blood 1n this
‘““ place ; neither walk after other gods to
“ your hurt, then will I caufe you to dwell
*1n this place,” Jer. vil—=-Apain a mei-
{age was {fent not only to che mferior mini-

Rers of juftice, but dlfo to thie chief ruler
‘“ Thug
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¢¢. Thus faith the Lord, go down to the houfe
¢ of the king of Iuddh, and fpeak there this
“ word ; execute ye judgment and rlghteouf—-
¢ nefs, ‘and deliver thc fpoiled out of the
* hand of the oppreflor ; and do rio wIong;
¢ do no violence to the ftranger, the fathier-
“ lefs and the widow ; nelther ﬂled innoce ent
¢ .blood in this place.” Then adds, Th'lt
“ in {o doing they thould profper ; but if ye
¢ will not hear thefe words, I {wear by my-
$¢ felf, -faith the Lord, t]mt this houfe {hall
¢ become 2 defolatlon Jer. xxu, |

The king, the princes and rules were a-
greed 1n oppreflion before the Bflbylomfh
captivity ; for whatever courts of juftice were
retained amongft them ; or however they de-
cided matters betwixt men ‘of eftates, it 1s
plain that the caufe of the poor was not judg-
ed 1n equity.,

It appears that the great men amongft the
Jews were fully refolved to have flaves, even
of their own brethren, Jer, xxxiv, Notwi;h-
ftanding the promifes and threatenings of the
Lord, by the prophet, and their {folemnco-
venant to fet them free, confirmed by the
imprecation of pafling betwcen the parts of a
calf cut 1n twain; intumating, by that cere-
mony, that on breach of the covenant, it
were Jult for their bodies to be fo cut in
preces.—Yet after all, they held faft to their
old cuftom, and called home the fervants
whom they had fer free—~¢¢ And ye were
*“ now turned, and had donc nght In my
¢ fight, in proclaiming liberty every man to

T h,ls
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his neighbour ; and ye had made a cove
nant before ine, -1n the houfe which 1s call-
cd by my name; but ye turned, and pol-

“Juted my name, and caufed every man his

{ervant, whom he had fet at liberty at.their
pleafure to return, and biought them 1n-
to {ubjedtion, tc be unto you for fervants;

and for hmdm'uds- ther efmc thus {aith

thc Lord, ye have not hearLencd unto me,
n pxocl.-.ummg hbcrty every one -to 1113
neighbour, and every oneito his brother,
Behold, I proclaim liberty to you, {aith

' the Lord to the fword, to the peﬂllencc

and to the famine; and I will malke you
to be removed into all the ngdoms'. of the
carth ——-Thc men who tranfgrelied my co-

““ vénant which they made, ;md pmlld be-

tween the parts of t‘lc C:.llf 1 will give in-
to the hands of their cnemics, and theiy
dead bodies thall be for mmt uito the
fowls of the hetwen, and the beafls of the
earth.” |

boon after this their city was taken and

burnt; the king’s {fons and the’ princes flain ;
and thf‘ king, with the chief men of his ng-—
dom, Carrit,d captive to Babylon.—F.zekiel,
prophc;) ing the return of that people to thcn;
own land, dircQs, ¢ Ye {hall dlwde the

g
44
4
I

(<

land by lot, for an inheritance unto you,
and to the fira angers that {ojourn amongit
you ; in what tribe the ftranger fojourns,
there fhall v¢ eive him his 11]11C11tancq,
faith the Lord God.” Nor is this particu-

lar direCtion, and the aut thogity with which

}t
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jt-13- enforced, .- without .a tacit, moplication;
that their anceftors had erred in their.conduét
towards. the firanger. s e od b,
Some who keep flaves, have doubted as;to’
the equity of the pradtice ; but as. they knew
men, noted for their piety, who were an it;
this, . they {ay, has made their minds eafy..
To lean on the example of men m:doubt-
ful cafes, is difficult: for only admit, that
thofe. men were not faithful and upright to
the higheft degree, but that m fome particu=-
lar cafe they werred,, and it may follow that
this one cafe was the fame, about which;we
arc in doubt; and to quiet our munds, by
their example, may be dangerous. to: ours
{felves ; and continuing in it, prove.a {inm-
bling block to tender-minded. people who
fucceed us, in like manner as their examples
are to us. o
But fuppofing charity was their.only mo-
tive, and they not forefecing the tendency, of
paying robbers for their booty, were not juft-
ly under the imputation of being. partners
with a thicf, Prov. xxix. 24. but were really
jnnocent 1n what they did, are we afluved
that we keep them. with the {ame views they
kept them ? If we keep them {rom no other
motive than a real fenfe of duty,  and true
charity governs us in all our proceedings to-
ward them, we arc {o far fafe: but if another
Apirit, which inclines our minds to theways
of this world, prevail upen us, and.we are
concerned for- our own outward gain:irore
thag for their rgal happinefs, it will avail us
| nothing
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nothing that fome good men have had. the
care and management of Negroes.

Since mankind { pread upon the earth, ma-
iy have Deen the revolutions attending the
{everal families, and their cuftoms and ways
of life different from each other. This di-
verfity of manners, though {fome are prefer-
able to others, operates not in favour of : any,
{o far as to Ju[hfy tliein to do violence to in-
nocent men’; to bring them from their own
to another W.;ly of life, " The mind, wheén
moved by a principle of true love, may feel
a warmth of gratitude to the univerfal father,
and a lively "1y mp.-uhy with’ thofe nations,
where divine Light has been lefs manifett.

This defire for their real good may beget a
willingnefs’ to undergo hardihips tor theif
fakes, that the triie Lnowledqe of God may
be fpread amongft them : but to take them
from their own land, with views of profit to
ourfclves, by means inconfiftent with pure
juftice, 1s foreign to that principle which
feeks the happinels of the whole creavon,
Forced fubjection, of innocent perfons of full
age, 15 inconfiftent with right reafon; on one
fide, the human mingd is not naturall) forti-
fied with that firmnefs in wifdom and £00d-
nefs, Il’“Cfiﬂ.«.ll'y to an indéependant ruler; on
the other fide, to be fubjeét to the uncon-
troulable wiil of a2 man, liable to err, 1s moft
painful and aftlicting to a cmlﬁ:lentmus crea~’
ture, .

It is our happinefs faithfully to ferve the
divine Being, who made us; his perfe@tion
| ma Lcs
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makes our fervice reafonable ; but fo long:as
men are biaifed by narrow felf-—lovef {folong
an abfolute power over other men is unﬁt for
them. '

Mecn, taking on them the government 0f
others, may intend to govern reafonably, and
make their {ubje¢ts more happy than they
would be otherwife ; but, as ablolute comi-
mand belongs only to hlll‘l who 15 perfedt,
where frail men, in their own wills, affume
{uch command, it hath a dire&t tendency to
vitiate their minds, and make them more
unfit for government.

Placing ‘on men the ignominious title
SLAVE, drefling them in uncomely gar-
ments, Leepmg them to fervile labour, -1n
which. they are often dirty, tends gladuall)r
to fix'a notion-in the mind, that they are a
fort of people below us in nature, ahd leads
us to confider them as fuch in all our con~
clufions about them. 'And, moreover, 3
perfon which n our efteem 1s mean and con-
temptible, 1f their language or behaviour
toward us is unfeemly or difrefpetful, it ex=
cites wrath more powerfully than the like
condu¢t 1 one we accounted our equal or
ﬁ1permr and where this happens to be the
cafe, it difquahﬁ&s for candid _]udgment for
it 1s unfit for a perfon to fit as judge in a cafe
where his own perfonal refentments are ftirr- -
ed up; and, as members of fociety in a well
framed government, we are mutually depen-~ -
dent, Prefent intereft incites to duty, and.
makes cach man ateenuve to the conveni-

C1CC
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ence of others ; but he whofe will is a law'tq
otners, and can cnforce obedience by punifh-
ment; he whofe wants are fupplied without
tecling any obligation to make equal returns
to-his benefactor, his irregular appetites find
an open ficld for motion, and he 1s in dan-
ger of growing hard, and inattentive to their
convenience who labour for his fupyport y and
{o lofes that difpoiition, 1n which alone men
are {it to govern, -

The Englifh government hath been com-
mended by candid {oreigners for the difufe
of racks and tortures, {o wuch practiled in
fome flates; but this'multiplying flaves now
leads to 1t; for where people exact hard la-~
bour of others, without a {nitable reward,
and are refolved to continue in that way, fo-
verzt}*r to fuch who oppofe them bCLQI’ﬂLb the
coafequence ; and {everal Negroe criminals,
among e Lngliih in America, have been
executed in a lingering, pantul wavy very
tercifying to ohers

lt1s a happy cafc to fut ont i ght, and per-
oo nthe fame way o2 e beﬁ'mmufr
lowds i1t Tarv i b s o o mppo
one cvil, another ir ~»ma- CUitLINATY 3 LWO
produces more ; and the further men proceed
1n this way, the greater thoir dangers, their
doubts and fears ; and the more pammful and
perplexing are their carcumftances; fo that
fuch who are true friends to the real and laft-
g ‘interelt of our couutry, and candidly
coiffiler the tendency of tings, cannot but

fecl {ome concern on this account,
- There
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There 1s that fuperiority in men over the:
brute creatures, and fome of them {o mani-=
feftly dependent on men for a living, that for,.
them to {erve us in moderation, {o far agre=:
Jates to the right ufe of things, looks.gonio-

nant to the defign of our Creator, .. ..

There 1s nothing in their frame, nothlng:
relative to the propagating their {pecies, which .
argues the contrary; but in men there..is.
The frame of men’s bodies, and the difpofi=
tion of their minds are different ; fome,, who
are tough and ftrong, and their minds aétive,
chufe ways of life requiring much labour to
fupport them ; others are foon weary ; and
though ufe makes labour more tolerable, yet
fome are lefs apt for toil than others, and
their minds lefs {prightly, Thefe latter la-
bouring for their {ubliftence, commonly
chufe a life cafy to {upport, bemg content
with a little.  'When they are weary they may
reft, take the moft advantageous part of the
day for labour; and in all cafes proportion
one thing to another, that their bodies be not
opprefled,

Now, while cach is at Iiberty, the latter
may be as happy, and live as comfortably
as the former ; but where men of the firit
fort. have the latter under abfolute command,
not confidering the odds in {trength and firm-
nels, do, {ometlmes in their eager purfuit,
lay on bul thens grievous to be borne ; by de-
grees grow rigorous, and, afpiring (o greats.
ncfs, they increale oppr chon, and the true.
order of kind Providence is fubverted. .

Thcre



s00 CONBIDERATIONS on THE

-- There are weakneffes fometimes atrending
us, which make httle or no alteration 1n our
countenances, nor much: leffen our appetite
for food; and yet fo atleét us, as to make la-
bour very wnealy. In fuch cafe maflers, in-
tent on putting forward bufinefs, and jealous
of the fincerity of their flaves, may difbelieve
what they {ay, and grievoufly aflii& them.

Action 15 neceflary for all men, and our
exhaufling frame requires a fupport, which
i5- tne fruit.of aGion, The earth muft be
lIiboured to keep us alive: labouris a proper
part of our hfe; to make one anfwer the o-
ther m fome ufeful motion, looks agreeable
to the defigir of our Creator. Motion, right-
ly managed, tends to our {atistaction, health
an | {upport.

Thoie who qut ail ufeful bulinefs, and hive
wholly on the labour of others, have theur
exercile to {eck; fome fuch vfe lefs than thewr
fieaith requires 3 others chufe that which, by
the circumftances attending 15, proves utters
{y reverse to true happinefs. Thus, while
fome are divers ways diftrefled for want of
an open channel of ufcful adtion, theft who
fupport them figh, and are exhaufted in a
{tream too powertul for nature, {pending their
days with too httle ceflation from labour.

Seed fown with the tears of a confined op-
prefled people, harveft cut down by an over-
borne difcontented reaper, makes bread lefs
Tweet to the tafte of an honelt man, than
that which 15 the produce, or juft reward of

fuch
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fuch veluntary action, which 1s one proper’
part of the bufinefs of human creatures; - . v
Again, the-weak ftate: of the human' fpe=
cies, - in bearing and "bringing forth their
young, and the helplefs condition of their
young beyond that of other creatures, clearly
thew that Perfe@ Goodnefs defigns a tender
care and regard fhould be exercifed toward
them j and that no imperfect, ‘arbitrary pow=
e fhould prevent the cordial efte@ts:of that
fympathy, which i1s, in the minds of well=
met pairs, to each other, and toward theif
offspring. B
In our fpecies the mutual ties of afleGtion
are more rational and durable than in others
below us ; the care and labour of raifing ot
offspring much greater. The fatisfaction a%
rifing to us in their innocent company, and
1 their advances from one rational improve-
nient to another, 1s condiderable, when two
are thus joined, and their affeftions fincere.
It however happens among flaves, that they
are often fitnate 1n different places ; and their
feeing each other depends on the will of fnen,
liable to human pafiions, and a bias 1n judg-
ment; who, with views of {clf-intereft, may
keep them apart more than is right. Being
ablent from each other, and often with other
company, there isa danger of their affe@®ions
being alienated, jeal'ouges arting, the hap=
pinefs otherwife refulting from theiroffspring
fruftrated, and the-comforts of marriagede=
froyed.~Thefe things being condideted clofé~
ly,
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1y, as happening to a near friend; . will ap>
pcar' t0-be hard and. pansul.
~Heawho reverently obferves. that goodnefs
manifelted by our gracious Creator toward
the various fpecies of beings in this world,
- will fee,  that in our frame and conftitution
1s clearly fhewn that innocent men, capable
to manage for themfelves; were not incended
to be flaves,. |
A perfon lately travelling amongft the Ne-
groes near Senegal, hath tis remark;
*¢ Which way {oever I turned my eyes o
“¢ this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfet image
“ of pure naturc; an dgreéable folitude;
‘ bounded on every fide by charming land-
*¢ {kips, the rural fitnation of cottages in the
¢ midft of trees. The eafe and indolence of
¢ the Negroes reclined under the fhade of
¢ their fpreading foliage ; the fimplicity of
#¢ their drefs and manners ; the whole reviv-
¢ ed m my mind the 1dea of our firft parents,
“ and I {feemed to contemplate the world 1t
¢ 1ts primutive ftate.” M. Adanfon, page 53.
Some Negroes in thefe parts, who have
had an agreeable education, have manifefted
a brightnefs of underftanding equal to many
of us. A remark of this kind we find i Bof=
man, page 328.  The Necgroes of Fida,
¢ fiuth he, are fo accurately quick theu'
““ merchandize accounts, that they eafily
** reckon as juftly and’'quickly in their heads
““ only, as we with the afiiftancce of pen and
*“ mky though the fum amounts to feveral
¢ thoufands,” * :
| | Through
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. Through the force of :long cuftom, :it ap-
pc;us needful to {peak in relation to colour—
Suppofe a white child, born of parents of the
meaneit {ort, who died and leftf hum an -~
fant, falls into the hands of a perfon, who
endeavours to keep him a flave;. fome men
would account him, an unjuft man .1in. doing
{o, who yet appear eafy. while ‘many. black
people, of . honeft lives, and good abilities,
are enflaved, 1n a manncr more {thoeking
than the cafe here fuppofed. . This is owing
chiefly to the idea of {lavery being conngted
with: the black colour, and hiberty with-the
white :~—and where falfe 1deas arc twifted in-
to.our minds, 1t 15 witi dlﬂiculty we. get
fairly difentangled. f y

A traveller, 1in cloudy weather, miffeth his
way, makes many turns while he 15 Joft ; {hll
forms in his mind, the bearing and f{ituation
ot places, and though the 1deas are wrong,
they fix as faft as i1t they were right:.: Find~
mg: how things are, we fee our miflake ; yet
the force of reafon, with repeated obiervati~
-ons: on. places and things, .do not {oon remove
thofe falle notions, fo faftened upon us, but
it will feem 1n the imagination as if: the an~
nual courfe of the fun was altered ; and
though, by recolletion, we are aflured it 1s
-not, yet thofe 1deas do not {fuddenly leave us.

oelfithnefs being indulged, clouds the un-~
delﬁandmg, and: where felfilh men, for a
long time, proceed on their way, without
oppofition, the deceiveablencls of unrighte-

ouinefs gets {o rooted in thetr intellects, that
* a candl(l



404 CONSIDERATIONS ox THE

a candid éxamination of things relatlng to
felf-intereft is prevented ; and in this cir-
cumftance, fome¢ who would not agree to
iake a flave of a perfon whole colour is like
their own, appear eafy in making flaves of
others of a different colour, though their un-
derftandings and morals are equal to the ge-
nerality of men of their own colour.

The colour of a man avails nothing, in
matters of right and equty. Confider co~
lour in relation to treaties ; by fuch, difputes
betwixt nations are fometimes {ettled. And
fhould the father of us all fo dilpofe things,
that tréaties with black men {hould fometimes
be neceflary, how then would it appear a-
mongft the punccs and ambafladors, to infift
on the prerogative of the white colour ?

Whence 1s it that men, who believe in a
rigliteous omnipotent Being, to whom all
nations {tand equally related, and are equal-
ly accountable, remain {o eafy 1n 1t; butfor
that the 1deas of Negroes and flaves are fo
interwoven 1n the mind, that they do not
difcufs this ‘matter with that candour and
freedom of thought, which the cafe juftly
calls for?

To come at a right feeling of their condi-
tion, requres humble ferious thinking ; for,
m their prefent fituation, they liave but little
to engage our natural aftection in their fa-
VOur.

Had we a fon or a daughter 1nvolved 1n
the fame cafe, in which many of them are, it
would alarm us, and make us feel their con-

dition
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ditiof without fevking for it, The ﬁairé}ﬁtf
of an intimate friend will incite our compaf-
fion, whilé others, equally good, “in the hke
troublc will but little affe@ us, ~
' A‘gmn the man.in Worldly honour, Whom '
we confider as our fuperior, treating. us with
kindnefs and generofity, -begets a return of
gratltude and ﬁlendﬂllp toward him, We
may receive as great benefits from men A de-
gree lower than outfelves, in the commoi
way of recLonmg ~dnd feel ourfelves lefs
engaged. m favour of them.  Such 15 our
condition by nature; and thefe things be-
ing narrowly watched and cmmmed mll be
found to center in feli-love, =
“The blacks feem far from being our kins-
folks, and did we find an agl'eeflb]e dlf'poﬁu-
on and foundunderftanding in {ome of them,
which appeared as a good foundation for a
true frieridthip between us, the difgrace arif-
ing from an open fncndﬂnp with a per{on of
{o vile a flock, in the common efteem, ‘would
naturally tend to hinder it ~—They have nei-
ther honours, riches, outward magnlﬁcence
nor power ; their drefs coarfe, and often rag- .
ged ; their employ drudgery, and much in
the dirt they have little or nothing at com-
mand ; but mult wait upon and work for o-
thers, to obtain the neceffaries of-life; fo
that, in their prefent fituation, - there: 1s not
‘much to engage. the friendfhip, or move. the
affection of {elfith men: but fuch who livé in
the {pirit of true charity, to f}fmpatlnﬁe mth

X | the
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the aflliCted in the loweft ftations of life, 1is
a thing familiar to them,

Such is the kindnefs of our Creator, that
people, applying their minds to found wii-
dom, may, in general; with moderate exer-
cife, live comfortably, where no mifapplied
power hinders it. We 1n thefe parts have
“caule gratefully to acknowledge 1t, But men
leaving the true ufe of things, their lives are
lefs calm, and have lefs of real happinefs 1n
them,

Many are defirous of purchafing and keep-
1ng flayes, that they may live in {ome mea-
{ure conformable to thofe cuftoms of the
times, which have i them a tinGture of lux-
ury ; for when we, in the leaft degree, de-
part from that ufc of the creatures, for which
the Creator of all things intended them, there
haxury begins.

And if we confider this way of life feri-
oufly, we {hall fee there is nothing in 1t fuf-
ficient to induce a wife man to chufe it, be-
fore a plain, {umple way of living, If we
examine ftatcly buildings and equipage, de-
licious food, {uperfine cloaths, filks and
linens 3 if we confider the {plendour of choice
metal faftencd upon raiment, and the moft
fhowy inventions of men ; it wall yet appear
that the humble-minded man, who 1s con-
tented with the true ufe of houfes, food and
garments, and chearfully exercileth himfelf
agreeable to his ftation in civil fociety, to

carn them, adts more reafonably, and dif-
COVErs
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covers more {oundnefs ot underﬁandﬁig in
his condué, than fuch who lay heavy bur-
‘dens on others, to fupport themliclves 1in a
luxurious way of living. :

George Buchanan, m his hl[h)ly of Scot-
land, page 62, tells of fome ancient inhabi-
tants of But'un, who were derived from a
people that  had'a way of marking their
bodies, as fome faid, with inl’h'vlnult of
iron, with varicty of pufhu es, and with ani-
mals of all {ha pes, and wear no garments,
that they fhould not hide thewr pictures ; and
were therefore called Pi&ts.” |

Did we {ee thofe people fhrink with pain,
for a confiderable time together, under the
point or edge of this won imnftrument, and
thewr bodies all bloody with the opcration ;
did we {ce them fometimes naked, fuffering
with cold, and refufe to put on garments,
that thofe imaginary enfigns of glandeul
mightnot be concealed, it is likely we fthould
pity their folly, and fOIldllCIb tor thofe things:
but if we candidly compare therr condud,
in that cafe, with fome condudt amongit
ourfelves, will it not : appear that our folly is
the greatcﬁ !

In truc gofpel fimplicity, free from all
wrong ufe of things, a {pwrit which breathes
peace and good will 1s cherifhed ; but when
we alpire after imaginary grandeur and ap-
ply to felfilh means to attain our end, this
detire, 1n its original, 1s the fame W;th the
Piéts 11 cutting figures on their bodies ; but
| A2 the
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the evil confequences attending our procecd-
ings afe the greateft.

A covetous mind, which feeks opportuni-~
ty to exalt itfelf, is a great enemy-to true
.harmony in a country: envy and grudging
ufually accompany this difpolition, and 1t
tends to fbr up 1ts likenefs m others. And -~
where this difpofition arifeth {6 high, as to
embolden us to look upon honeft induftrious
men as our own property during life, and to
keep them to hard labour, to fupport us mn
thofe ¢uftoms which have not their founda-
tion 1n right reafon; or to ufe any-means of
oppreflion; a haughty {pnt 1s cherithed on

one fide, and the defirc of revenge frequent-
ly on the other, ull the inhabitants of the

land are ripe for great commotion and trou-

ble ; and thus luxury and opprefhon have
the feeds of war and defolation in them.

Some Account of the SLAVE-TRADE,

From the writings of perfons who have been
at the places where they are firft purchafed,

V1L,

OSMAN on Guinea, who was a fator
tor the Dutch about fixteen years in that

country, (page 339) thus remarks: ¢ But
“ {ince I have {o often mentioned that com-

“ merce, I ihall defcribe how 1t is managed

by our fa&ors. The firft bufinefs of one
“ of
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of our factors, when he comes to Fida, 1s
to {atisfy the cuftoms of the king, and the
grcat men, which amounts to about one
hundred pounds, in Guinea value, as the
goods muft {ell there. After which we
have free licence to trade, which is pub-
lithed throughout the whole land by the
cryer. And yet before we can deal. with
any perfon, we are obliged to buy the
king’s whole ftock of flaves, at a {et price;
which is commonly one third or fourth
higher than ordinary. After which, we
have free leave to deal with all his {ubjedts,
of what rank foever, But if there happen.
to be no {tock of flaves, the faCtor muft

 refolve to run the rifk of trufting the -

habitants with goods, to the value of one
or two hundred flaves ;3 which commodi-
ties they fend into the inland country, in
order to buy with them {laves at all mar-
kets, and that fometimes two hundred
miles deep in the country: for you ought
to be informed, that markets of men are
here kept in the fame manner as they of
beafts are with us,

““ Moft of the flaves which are offered to
us, are prifoners of war, which arc fold
by the victors as theiwr booty.——When
thefe {laves come to Fida, they arc put in
prifons all together; and when we treat
concerning them, they are all brought out
in a large plain, where, by our {urgeons,
whofe province it is, they are thoroughly
examined, even to the {malleft member,
- « and




310 CONSIDERATIONS oN THE

Iy

c¢
4
(¢
A
€¢C
¢
£L
¢
(¢
£¢
(¥4
£
44
€
44
5/
€
1
¢¢
X
<
(¢
£¢
¢l
44
€<

‘i

and that naked, both men and women,
without the leaft diftin€tion or modelty.
Thole which are approved as good, are fet

on one ide. The invalids and maimed

being thrown out, the remainder are num-
bered, and i1t 1s cntered who delivered
them : in the mean while a burning 1ron,
with the armis or name of the company,
ltes 1n the fire, with which ours are mark-
cd on the breaft. This 1s done, that we
may diftinguith them from the flaves of
the Englifh, Irench, or others. When
we have agreed with the owners of the
flaves, they are returned to their prifons,
where, from that timc forward, they are
kept at our charge, coft us two-pence a
day a flave, which ferves to fubfift them,
hike our criminals, on bread and water:
{o that, to fave charges, we {fend them on
board our fhips the firft opportunity 5 be-
fore which their mafters {trip them of all
they have on their backs, fo that they
come aboard ftark naked, as well women
as men 3 in which condition they are o-
bliged to continue, if the mafter of the
thip is not {fo charitable (which he com-
monly 1s) as to beftow fomething on them,
to cover their nakednefs.

~ Same author, page 310. *“ The 1nhabi-

44
(C
(4
L 9 4

(¢

tants of Pepo, as well as thofe of Coto, de-
pend on plunder, and the {lave-trade, 1n
both which they very much execed the lat-
ter ; tor being endowed with more courage,

thcy rob more fuccefsfully, and by that
‘¢ 111CALLS

L
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means increafe their trade : notwithftand~
ing which, to freight a veilel with flaves,
requires fome months attendance, In the
year 167, in three days time I could get
but three {laves ; but they aflured me, that
if I would have patience for other three
days only, they {hould beable o deliver
me one or two hundred.” |
Bofinan, page 440. * We caft anchor at
cape Mizurada, but notone Negroe coming
on board, I went on fhore; and being defi-
rous to be informed 'why they did not come
on board, was anfwered, That about two
months before, the Englith had been there
with two veflels, and had ravaged the coun-
try, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered:
their houfes, and carried off fome of their
people for {laves; upon which the re-
mainder fled to the inland country.. They
tell us, they live in peace with all their
neighbours, and have no notion of any
other enemy than the Englifh ; of which
nation they had taken fome then : and
publickly declared, that they would en-
deavour to get as many of them, as the
two mentioned fhips had carried off of
their natives.  Thefe unhappy Englith
were 1 danger of being facrificed to the
the memory of their friends, which {fome
of their nation carried off)”
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EXTRACTS from a Colle&tion of
Vovaces., Vol L

H E author, a popifh lmﬂionm Vs fpcak-
ing of his departing from the Negroe
country to Drazil, {faith, ““ I remember the
duke of Bambay ('1 I\tgl oc chiet') one day
fent me feveral blacks, to be my flaves, which
I would not aceept of ; but fent thcm back
to-him, [atterwards told him, 1 came not
1to lus country to make ﬂaw but rather
to deliver thofe from- the lmvu}, of the devil,
whom he kept m muferable thraldom. The
ihizp [ went aboard was loaded with elephants
teeth, and flaves, to thc number of fix hun-
dred dnd eighty men, women and children.
It was a pitiful ﬁfrht to behold how al thefe
people were be flowe d, The men were {tand-
ing 11 the hold, faltened oie to another wich
ftakes, for fedr they fhould rile and kil the
whites : the women were between the decks, -
and thofe that were with child in the great
cabbin : the children in the fteerage, prdicd
together like herrings 1n a haru.l which
caufed an mtolerable hLat and ihml " Page

) ey

397 -
“ Tt is now time (faith the fame author)

(o {peak of a bruuth cuftom thele people
ave amongft them i making flaves; waich
[ take not to be lawtul for way perfon of a
cood conlfcience to buy." '

I1e then deferibes how women betray men
~into flavery, and 2 dub, ‘“ There arc othcrq

coing up into the inland country, and, thro’
' pretence
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pretence of jurifdition, {eizé men upon any
trifling offence, and fell them for {laves.”
Page 537. ‘ * -
The author of this treatife, converfing-with
a perfon of good credit, was informed by him,
that in his youth, while in England, he was
minded to come to America, and happening
on a vellel bound for Guinea, and from.
thence into America, he, with a view to {ec
Africa, went on board her, and continued
with them in their voyage, and fo came into
this country, Among other circumilances
he related thefe, ‘¢ They purchafed on the
coalt about three hundred {laves; {fome of
them he underfltood were captives of ~war;
fome {tolen by other Negroes privatcly. 1
When they had got many flaves on board,
but werc {till on that coaft, a plot was laid
by an old Negroe, notwithitanding the men
had irons on their hands and feet, to kill the
Englith and take the veflel ; which being dif-
covered, the man was hanged, and many of
the flayes made to thoot at him as he hung
up.”’ |
‘“ Anothcerflavewas charged with having a
defign to kill the Engldh; and the caprain
{poke to him in relation te the charge brougit
noamnft him, as he ftood on deck 3 waereup-
on, he 1mmmediately threw himielt mto the
fea, and was drowned.” . |
‘“ Several INegrocs, confined on board, were,
he faid, {o extremely uncaly with their con-
ditton, that afrer many cndeavours ufed,
they could never make them eat nor drink
after
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after they came 1n the veflel ; but in a defpe-.
rate refolution ftarved themfelves to death,
behaving toward the laft like mad-men.” -

In Randall’s geography, printed 1744, we
are informed, ““ That in a time of full peace
nothing 1s more common than for the Negroes
of one nation to {teal thofe of another, and
fell them to the Luropeans. It 1s thought
that the Englifh tranfmit annually near fifty
thoufand of thefe unhappy creatures ; and
the other European nations together, about
two hundred thoufand more.”

It 15 through the goodnels of God that the
reformation from grofs 1dolatry and barbari-
ty hath been thus far cifected ; if we confi-
der our conditions as chriftians, and the be-
nefits we enjoy, and compare them with the
condition of thole people, and confider that
our natton trading with them for their coun-
try produce, have had an opportunity of 1m-
parting ufctul mftructions to them, and re-
mcmber that but little pains have been taken
thercin, 1t muit look hike an indifference in
us. But when we refleét on a cuftom the
moft thocking of any amongft them, and re-
member that, with a view to outward gain,
we have joined as partics in 1t ; that our con-
currence with them 1 their barbarous pro-
cedings, has tended to harden them in cru-
cley, and Deen a means of increaling calami-
tws 13 their country, we muft own that
herem we have acted contrary to thofe wor-
thies whofe Iives and {ubftance were {pent in
propagatng truth and righteoufnels amongit

the
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the heathen. When Saul, by the hand of
Doeg, {lew four fcore ‘priefts at once, he had
a jealoufy that one of them at leaft was con-
federate with David, whom he confidered as
his enemy. Herod flaying all the male
children in Bethlehem of two years old and
under, was an a¢t of uncommon cruelty ; but
he fuppofed there was a male child there,
within that age, who was likely to be king
of the Jews, and finding no way to deitroy
him, but by dcltroying -them all, thought
this the moft effe@tual means to {ecure the
kingdom to his own family,

When the {entence againft the proteftants
of Marindol, &c. 1 France, was put in'cx-
ccution, grcat numbers of people fled to the
wildernefs ; amongit whom were ancient
people, women great with child, and others
with babes in their arms, who endured cala-
mities grievous to relate, and 1n the end {ome
perifhed with hunger, and many were de-
{troyed by fire and fword ; but they had this
objection againft them, That they obftinately
periifted 1n oppofition to hely mother church,
and being hercticks, 1t was right to work
their ruin and extirpation, and raze out their
memory from among men. Fox’s Ads and
Monuments, page 640. |

In favour of thofe crueltics, every one had
what they deemed a plea. Thefe {cenes of
blood and cruelty among the barbarous in-
habitants of Gunea, are not lefs terrible
than thofe now mentioned. They' arc con-
tinued from one age to another, and we make

ourfelves
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ourlelves parties and fellow-helpers in them;
nor do I fee that we have any plea: in our fa-
vour more plaufible than the plea of Saul, of
Herod, or the French 1n thofe Hlanghters.

Many who are parties 1 this trade, by
keeping flaves with views of {elf-intereft,
were they to go as {oldiers in one of thefe m-
land expeditions to catch flaves, they muft
neceflarily grow diffatistied with fuch em-
ploy, or ceale to protefs their religious prin-
ciples. And though the firlt and molt trik-
1ing part of tne fcene 1s done at a great dif-
t.mca, and by other hands, yet every one
who 1s acquainted with the circumftances,
and notwithftanding joins 1n 1t for the fake
of gain only, muft, 1n the naturc of things,
be chargeable with the others.

Suould we conlbider ourlelves prefent as
fpeCtators, when cruel Negroes privately
catch 1nnocent children, who are employed
in the ficlds ; hear their lamentable cries,
under the moft terrifying apprehenfions ; or
fhould we look upon it as happening 1 our
own fam.ics, having our children carried
oft bv favages, we muil needs own, that
fuch proceedings are contrary to the nature
of chrittianity: {hould we meditate on the
wars waich are greatly incrveafed by this
trade, and on that afflidtion which many
thoutands live in, through apprchenfions  of
bemg taken or {lam; on the terror and a-
mazement that villages are i, when fur-
rounded. by thefe troops of cuterprifers ; on
the great pain and mifery of groaning dying

men,
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men, who get wounded 1n thofe fkirmithes ;
we fhall neceflurily fee, that it 1s impoflible
to be parties in fuch a trade, on the motives
of gain, and retain our innocence.
Should we confider the cafe of multitudes
of thofe .people, who in a fruitful foil; and
hot climate, with a httle labour, raife grain,
roots and pullc to eat; {pin and weave cot-
ton, and faften together the large feathers of
fowls, to cover their nakednefs ; many- of
whotn, in much fimplicity, live inoftenlively
in their cottages, and take great comfort in
raifing up children. ~ |
" Should we contemplate on their circum-
ftances, when fuddenly attacked, and labour
to underftand their inexpreflible anguith of
{oul, who {urvive the confli&t; thould we
think on noflenfive women, who fled at the
alarm, and at their return {aw that village,
in which they and their acquaintance were
raifed up, and had' pleafantly {pent their
youthful days, now lying in a gloomy defo-
lation ; fome fhocked at finding the mangled
bodies of their near friends amongft the flain;
others bemoaning the abfence of a brother, a
fifter, a child, or a whole family of children,
who, by cruel men, are bound and carried
to market, to be fold, without the leaft hopes
of {feeing them again: add to this, the af-
flicted condition of thefe poor captives, who
are {cparated from family connefions, and
all the comforts ariling from friendihip and
-acquaintance, carried amongit a people of .a
ftrange language, to Dbe parted from their
tellow
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fellow captives, put to labour in a manner
more fervile and wearitfome than what they
were ufed to, with many {orrowful circum-
{tances attending their flavery; and we muft
neceffarily {ee, that it belongs not to the fol-
lowers of Chriit to be parties 1n fuch a trade,
on the motives of outward gain.

Though there were wars and defolation a-
mong the Negroes, before the Europeans be-
“gan to trade there for {laves, yet now the ca-
lamaties are greatly increafed, {o many thou-
{ands being annually brought from thence ;
and we, by purchafing them, with views of
Aelf-intereft, are become parties with them,
and acceflary to that increafe.

In this cafe, we are not joining again{t an
enemy who is fomenting difcords on our con-
tinent, and ufing all poflible means to make
flaves of us and our children ; but againft a
people who have not injured us,

If thofe who were fpoiled and wronged,
fhould at length make flaves of their opprei-
fors, and continue {lavery to their pofterity,
1t would look ngmous to candid men: but
to at that part toward a people, when nei-
ther they nor their fathers have injured us,
hath fomething in it extraordinary, and re-
quires our {erious attention,

Our children breaking a bone; getting {o
bruifed, that a leg or an arm muft be taken
oft ; loft for-a few hours, {o that we defpair
of their being found again; a friend hurt,
{o that he dieth in a day or two ; thefe move

us with grief: and did we attend to thefe
{cences




Keerine ofF NEGROES, 319

fcenes in Africa, in like manner as if they:
were tranfacted in our prefence ; and fympa-
thife wich the Negroes, 1n all their aflli¢tions
and miferies, as we do with our children or
friends : we fhould be more careful to do no-
thing in any degree helping forward a trade
productive of fo many, and fo great calami-
tics. Great diftance makes nothing m our
favour, To willingly join with unrighte-
oufitefs, to the injury of men who hive fome
thoufand miles ofl, is the {fame 1n {ubftance,
as joining with 1t to the mjury of our neigh-
bours.

In the eye of pure juftice, actions are re-
garded according to the fpirit and difpofrtion
they arife from: fome evils are accounted
{candalous, and the defire of reputation may
keep felfifh men from appearing openly 1n
them ; but he who is ihy on that account,
and yet by indiret means promotes that
evil, and ihares 1 the profit of it, cannot
be innocent..

He who, with a view to felf-intereft, buys
a {lave, made {o by violence, and only on the
{trength of {fuch purchafe holds him a {lave,
thereby joins hands with thofe who commit-
ted that violence, and in the nature of things
becomes chargeable with the guilt. +

Suppole a man wants a {lave, and being
1n Guinea, goes and hides by the path where
boys pafs from one little town to another, and
there catches one the day he expects to fail ;
and taking him on board, brings him home,
without any aggravating circumftances. Sup-

pofe
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pofe another buys a man, taken by them
who live by plunder and the ﬂave—trade ;
they often ﬂeal them privately, and often
fhed much blood i1n getting them. He who
buys the flaves thus taken, pays thofe men for
their wickednefs, and maLea himf{elf party
with them.

Whatever nicety of diftin@ion there may
be, betwixt going in perfon on expeditions to
catch flaves, and buying thofe, with a view
10 feltlintereﬂ, which others h:.we taken ; it
15 clear and plain to an upright mind, that
Tuch diftin¢tionisin words, notinf{ubftance;
for the parties are concerned in the fame
work, and have a neceflary conneétion with,
and dependance on, ecach other; for were
there none to purchafe {laves, they who live
by ftealing and felling thcm, would of con-
fequence do lefs at at,

Some would buya Negroc brought from
Guinea, with a view to {clf-interefi, and
keep him a flave, who yet would {eem to
{cruple to take arms, and join with men em-~

ployed 1n taking {laves. 1
Cthers have Lwﬂ Negroes, who were born

N our country, C’lp'lb ¢ and likely to ma-
naggavell for tl1f~>mielves' whom they keep
as ﬂucs, without ever trving them with
freedom, and take the profit of their Jabour
as a part of .their e{ta.tcb, and yet difap-
prove bug;gmg them from their own coun-
try. g ‘*““, ' |

If thote Negroes had come here, as. mer-

chants, with thar 1vory and gmd duft, in
order
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order to trade with us, and fome powerful
perfon had took their effects to himfelf, and
then put them to hard labour, and ever after
confidered them as {laves, thg atf’clon would
be looked upon as unrlghteous.

Thofc Negroe merchants having children
after their being among us, whofe endow-
ments and condu@ were like ot_he_r people’s 1n
common, ifon therr '1tt=1ining to mature age,
and 1equef’cmg to have their liberty, they
{hould be told they were born 1n {lavery,
and were lawful flaves, and therefore their
requeft fhould be dcmcd fuch conduct to-
ward them, would be looked upon as unfair
and oppreﬁlv

In the prefent cafe, relating to home—bom
Negroes, whofe underftandin g5 and behaviour
arc as good as common among other people,
1f we have any claun to them as flaves, that
claim 1s grounded on their being the chil-
dren or offspring of flaves, who, in general,
were made fuch through means as unrighte-
ous, and attended with more terrible circum-
{tances than the cafe laft fuppoled ; {o that
when we trace our claim to the bottom thefe
home-born Negroes having paid for their
education, and given reafonable fecumjfy to
thofe who owncd them, 1n cafe of their be-
coming chargeable, we have 1o _More equit-
able right to their fervice, thaf 'if',e fhould if
they were the children of Lonéﬁiﬁ’ierchantb

who came from Gumea 1N an En h{h vellel
to trade with us. e

Y I
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_If ave claim any right to them as the chil-
d1'en of flaves, we build on the foundation
aid by them, w ho made flaves of their an-
ceftors ; {o that of neceility we muft either

Juﬁlf}" the tr ade, or relinquih our right to
them, as being the children of flaves.

Why thould it {fecrn right to honeft men to
make advantage by thefe people,more than
by others? Others enjoy freedom, receive
Wages equal to their work, at or near fuch
time as they have difchar gcd thefe equitable
obligations they are under to thofc who edu-
mted them. Thele have madce no contradt
to ferve ; been no more expenfive 1 raifing
up than others, and many of them appear as
likely to make a right ulc of freedom as o-
‘ther people ; which way then can an honeft
‘man withhold from them that hiberty, which
15 the free gift of the Moft High to his rati-
onal creatures ?

THE upright in heart cannot fucceed the
wicked 1n their wickednefs ; nor 1s 1t confo-
nant to the life they live, to hold faft an ad-
vantage unjuitly gained.

The Negroes who live by plunder, and the
flave-tr :uit: {teal pcor mnocent children, n-
vade_their neighbours territorics, and {jpll
much blood to get thefe flaves ;" and can it
be poﬂlblr., for an honeft man to think that,
with a view to felf-inteieft, we may continue
_i}avm - o} ﬂfc offspring of thefc unhappy
'ﬁlHLI‘LI‘SI, 1'{{16181}" becauie they are the chil-
dren of {laves, and not have a thare of this

:guilt ; . It
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Itis granted by many; that the means tfed
in gerting them are unrighteous, {md, ‘thiat
buying them; when. brought lierey 1s wrong
yet as {etting them free is attended with fome
difliculty, they do not comply with it; but
{feem to be of the opmlon, that to give them
food and raiment, and m.t.p them {ervants,
without uny other wages, 1§ the beft way to
manage them that they know of : and heping
that thmr children after them will notbe
crucl.to the Neg1 ocs, conclude to jeave ¢ them
as flaves to their thldlen S
While prefen: outward 111tercﬁ is the chlef
objedt of our attention; we {hall feel many
obje@ions in our mmds againft renouncing
our claim to them, as the children of flaves g
for being prepoflefled with wrong opinions,
prevents our {ecing things clearly, which;
to indifferent perfons, are eafy to be {een. -
Suppofe a perfon {eventy years pafty 1n low
circumfitances, bought a Negroe man and
wonian; and that the Chlldren of {fuch )erfonz
arc now wealthy, and have the clnldxcn of
{fuch flaves. Adnnt that the firft Negroc map
and his wife did as much bufinefs as thelr
mafter and miftrefs, and. that the children of
the flaves have done fome more than their
young maflers : {uppole, on the whole, that
the expence of living has been lefs on the
Negroes fide, than on the other (dll which
Are 1O 1mp10b;1ble fuppofitions) 1t follows,
that 1n eqmty thefe Negroes have a right'to a
part of this mcreafe ; that fhould fome diffi- |
cultics arife on their being fet free, there is
Y 2 reafon

R
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reafon- for us patiently to labour through
them,

As the conduct of men varies, relating to
civil fociety ; fo different treatment is juftly
due to:them. Indifcreet men occafion trou-
ble 1n the world ; and 1t remains to be the
care of {uch, who feek the good of mankind,
to admonith as they find occafion. °

The {lothfulnefs of fome of them, in pro-
viding for themfelves and families, it1s like-
ly, would require the notice of their neigh-
bours; nor 1s it unlikely that fome would,
with juftice, be made f{ervants, and others
punilhed for their crimes. Pure juftice points
out to each mdividual their due; but to de-
hiy a people the privilege of human creatures,
on a fuppofition that, being free, many of
them would be troublefome to us, 1s to mix
the condition of good and bad men together,
and treat the whole as the worlt of them de-
{erve,

If we ferioufly confider, that hiberty 1s the
right of innocent men ; that the mighty God
is a refuge for the opprefled ; that in reality
we arg indebted to them ; that they being fet
free, are {till lable to the penalties of our
laws, and as likely to have punifhment for
their crimes as other people: this may an-
{wer all our objections. And to retain them
in perpetual {fervitude, without juft caufe for
it,” will produce efle(ts, in the event, more
grievous than fettmg them free would do,
when a real love to truth and equity was the

motive to it.
Our
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QOur authority over them ftands originally
in a purchafe made from thofe who, as to
the general, obtained theirs by unrighteouf-
nefs. Whenever we have recourfe to fuch
authority, it tends more or lefs to obftruét
the channels, through which the perfect
plant in us receives nouri{hment.,

There 15 a principle, which is pure, placed
in the human mind, which in different places
and ages hath had different names; 1t 1s,
however, pure, and proceeds from God.—
It is decp, and inward, confined to.no forms
of religon, nor excluded from any, where
the heart ftands in perfeét fincerity. In
whomfoever this-takes root, and grows, of
what nation foever, they become brethren,
in the beft fenfe of the expreflion. Ufing
ourfclves to take ways which appear moft ca~
{y to us, when inconfiftent with that purity
which 15, without beginning, we thereby fet
up a government of our own, and deny obe=
dience to hum, whofe {ervice 1s truc liberty.

He that hath a {fervant, made fo wrongful-
ly, and knows 1t to be fo, when he treats
him otherwife than a free man, when he
reaps the benefit of his labour, without pay-
ing hum {uch wages as are reafonably due to
frce men for the like fervice, cloaths except-
ed ; thele things, tho done in .calmnefs,
without any {hew of diforder, do yet deprave
thc mind in like manner, and with as great
certainty, as prevailing cold congeals water.
Thefe fteps taken by mafters, and their con-
duct firiking the minds of their children,

whillt
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whilil voung, leave lefs room for that which:
15 goow to work upon them. The cuftoms
of theu parents, their neighbours, and the
people with whom they (,ommrie working
upon their minds; and they, from thence,
gonceiving 1deas of things, and modes of.
coudu@, the entrance into their hearts be-
¢nines, in a great’ meafure, fhut up aganit
the gentle movings of ancreated purity.
From one agre to another, the gloom grows
Jueser-and d uLm till error gets eftablifhed
o soagial opinton ; that whoever attends to

7

-l-.! -

fect goodnefs, and remains under the
ne! L1Ng mﬂueng,e of 1it, finds a path un~
X10Wn to many, and fces the necellity to lean
upon the arm of divine ttrength, and dwell
alone, or with a few, m the right commit-
ting ther caule to him, who 1s a refuge for
lus people, in all their troubles. ™
Where, through the agreement of a mul-
titude, fome chanacls ot juttice arc ftopped,
and men may iupport thewr charadters as juit
men, Dby bemg |uﬂ to a party, there is great
danger of conuiacting an alhance with that
lpmt which ftands 1 ovpolition to the God
of love, and iprcads difcord, trouble, and
VN 1011 amony fuch who give up to. Ult‘: -
ﬂl citee of lt
Nearoes are our fellow creatures, and their
preicite condition amongft us requires our
ferious confideration. We know not the
tune when thofe {cales, in which mountains
are weighed, may turn, The Parent of
mankind 1s gracous: his care 1s over hig
: {mallefl
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{malleft creatures ; and a multitude of men
efcape not his notice: And though many of
them are trodden down, and defpifed,- yet
he remembers them ; he fecth thewr afHiétion,
and looketh upon the {preading increafing
exaltation of the oppreflor. FHe turns the
channels of power, humblcs the moft haughty
people, and gives deliverance to the oppref-
fed, at {fuch periods as are confiftent with his
infinite juftice and goodnefs. And wherever
gain is preferred to equity, and wrong things
publickly encouraged to that degree, that
wickednefs takes root, and fpreads wide a-
mong{t the inhabitants of a country, there
1s real canfe for forrow to all fuch, whofe
love to mankind ftands on a true princinle,

and who wifely confider the end and event
of things.
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