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m LXXVIIL 72. So be Fed them accerding ™
to the Integrity of his Heart 3 and Guided —

- them by the Skilfulnefs of- bis Hand.s'. |
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Sa be Fed tbem accom’zng to the Integrity
- of bis Heart 3 and Guided them by the
Skilfulvefs of bis Hands,

- MONG the fignal Favours that
God Beftows upon Mankind, that
of civil Government Crowned with
§ _B civil Rulers, of the beft Character,
muft be look’d upon as none of the Leaft ;
'a good Ruler comes not empty Handed to
his People ; but like a Ship, full Fraught,
and richly Liaden, with variety of Neceffaries,
Comforts, and even Ornaments of Life; and
carries in it an argument of Favour from
Heaven, (a) with refpect to the Weal, and
Profperity of fuch a Nation, or People.
- The Author of this Pfalm ( whoever he
was, (b) clofes with a Recital of this Favour
to Ifrael, God’s. Church, and PeoPIe ; after

nﬂ“ s sl el e s -y el

(a)1Kings 10.9! (b)Tismatter offome Doubt whe
‘the Authorof this Plalm was,unlefs we fhould ref 1n

B.cadm g“of Afaph  pot‘‘For Afaph” vid.Roberts Key
A 3 - hg
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he has given an Hiftorical Summary, of the
many Favours, and Frowns, of Heaven to-
wards, and againft [f7gel ; from their coming
out of Egypt to David’s Advancement ; as
alfo their Unbelief, Difobedience, and Ingratl-
wdc,noththﬁandmg, both Mercies,and Judg- |
ments ; allo of God’s pafling by the other |
,Trlbes, and choofing of Fudab ; Rejefting of j
Shilob, and choofing of Mount Zlon, for the ¢
place of his Worfhip ; and Finally,( implicitly ) ¢
of his Rejecting of Seul/, and his Choofing  of %

David, from the low, and humble Employ- :
- snent, of Feeding Sheep, to Feed, ( Trani- |

ferring this Character ) God’s People Ifrael. ;:;{
%

[
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And all this Prefac’d with 2 moving Hx- |

hortation, demanding attention, both to Hear, :
Learn, and Teach, God’s Law, to their Chil- |

'T-r

¥ ——

dren, to fuccecdmg (Generations. -- - I
The Penman having gone through, Wlth

the Detall of God’s Favours, é5¢. thews the *a
Triumph of his Mercy, over the Sins Of
his People, clofing the Pfalm, with this Fa- §
vour; and not with Judgments; making a|
Remark upon, and giving an Encomium |
to, King David’s Government Honourable '
to the fame, and Explanamry of the Fa-/
vour to Ifrael, < So be Fed, &c. Which f
fhews that the Author carries his Tho’ts to |
the Finithing of David’s Government 5 for
the Remark locks back upon his Govemw ;
meng already Acted,

Nca
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_ Not to Dclay here further for opening the
Words of the Text, which will ( of courfe )
be Explain®d 1n the Sequel,

I thall proceed, fomewhat to Confider the
two Summary Charaflers, in- our Text, Def-
criptive of the Execllent Manner, of King
David’s Governing, of God’s People Ifrael,
viz. ¢ According tothe Integrity of his Heart,
and by the Skilfulnefs of his Hands. ** Ac-
cording to the Integnty of his Heart >?
may Import,

The Re&itude of a Renewed and Sanc-
tiﬁed Heart. Which indeed lays the true
Foundation of upright Acting and good Con-
cu&, in both a private and public Cap{g_aty
‘The integrity or uprightnefs of Heart, Ho the
Dutch Annotations reads it, which are juftly
- Valued, for their clofe Reading of the original
Text, befure this agrees well to the excellent
CharaéterofthisKing oflirael ; wholekHeart was
not only, truly Redlified, and Renewed, by the
vanctitying Influences of the Holy Spmt but
he appears, by Gop’s {pecial and pecullar ap-
probation to have been an Eminently holy
Ivlan : Being Styled by an mfpued Samuel, { (2)
‘¢ 2 Man after, (his, 1. e.) Gop’s own Heart.”’
And we may alfo be fure, that when Gop,
(by-the Prophet) gives him this Character that
he bebcld him 3 not according to the eutward

e

{a) 1 Samuel 13. 14,

ﬂ’wﬂ#

Appearance 5
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Appearance for this is not the manner ofGop’s
{eeing ; but of Man’s feeing. (a) When the.
Prop het ( in Reference to the uprightnefs and
goodnefs of David, Gop taking his account of
him from what he was within ) fays, ¢ but the
Lord looketh on theHeart.”” Dawvidalfo makes
good this his facred Charaéter, in the main part
of his outward, and practical Condué&, (b)
- ¢¢ becaule Dawd did that which was Righs
“in the eyes of the Loorp,and turned not afide
from any thing that he Commanded him all
the Days of his Life, {fave only in the matter of
Uriab the Hittite. > Nor does this Infinuate
that Regenecration 1s Effential to the Being of
civil Rulers ; for this does not appear to have
beenahe Cafe, as well of others, as of David’s
Predéceffor in the Kingdom, tho’ Conftitu-
ted’ a' King by divine Appointment, and hence.
ftiled, ¢ the Lorp’s Anointed’’. *>Tisindeed
{aid, that Gop gave him ¢¢ another Heart, °°
but not a new Heart ; and he appears to have
been under the Influence of -a {pirit of Pro-
‘ pheﬁe, and other Influences of the Holy pr-— :
rit, { tho® wondred at ) Hence that, ¢ Is Saul
allo among the Prophets 2°’°) But the Scrip-
ture diftinguithes between Gifts, and Graces,
and their ConneCtion with Salvation 5 as is in~
cluded in.our Lor p’s making fuch a Change of
Heart mdlfpenfd.bly Neceﬁ'ary to a Man’s See-
ing, & Entrmo‘ into the Kmodom of Gop, (w) -

tegumitinilin ¥ " oy, .

(a)tbam 16 7 (b)thg 15 s(a)Joh 3 3 s,Ezek 36. 26
Much ~
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Much lefs does this intimate, an Approbation
of that Wild, Enthufiaftical, and Deftruttive
Maxim of civil Polity, wiz. That Dominion
is I ounded in(Grace, broached in Years paft mn
iome Forein Parts. - Yet {o neceflary are Quali-
fications of - Piety, Virtue and Uprightnefs of
Heart, in civil Rulers 3 that no Chriftian Com-
IUNHY ( where it was in their Power to do,
otherwiie ) wou'd willingly commit, fo many
of their moit important Affairs, to their Truft
~waere fuch Qualifications are wanting.

2. The integrity of Heart wherewith this
moit Ixcellent King of Ifrael 1s here {aid te
(sovern, may import his Probity and Faith-
fulnels with Relpett to his  Betruftment,
Civil Rulers are Officers in Truft, the Lives,
Liberties, Properties, . and Privileges of a
People are very much Betrufted in the Hands
of their civil Rulers 3 whole care, is therefore

to be Exercifed, that they Enjoy them in
Peace and Quietnefs, Secure, Promote and
Encourage them in the Service of Gop ; or:
Duties of the Firft Table ; and Honefty, or
Righteoufnefs towards one another, (a) ¢¢ in
il Godlinefs, and Honefty. >° Whether we .
underftand, ( asfome) the Apoftle as pointing
out more 1mmed1ately the Duties of Kings,
and the civil Magiftrate ; or Obliquely, rather,
(with h others) by Teaching the Privileges, that
f‘hr:fhanS, may juftly, a.nd ouoht to hope for

o G L T

#w—w

T A et A A Y e B e e B v el s W vt P i el

(a) Tim: 2 3:

! - | under
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‘under their Proteftion : as the Reafon, and
Fruit of their Prayers, ¢¢ For Kings, and all
in Authority. °° This Probity, and Fidelity,
we may cenfider as having reference, -

“ . Either S

(1/2.) To Gop, from whom his Being, Au-
thority,& Betruftments,were received. Kings
and Princes, and all Earthly Powers, receive
their Being, (as fuch ) from Him who 1s *¢ the

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, > (b)
The Apoftle 1s° very Exprefs, and Compre-
henfive, (a) ¢ For there1sno Power but of
Gobp,the Powers that be, areOrdained of Gop.””
Who from this Reafon Enforces a conicienci-

ous and chriftian Subjeétion to civil Authority.

- And if we look back on Sax/,that firft King of
Ifrael, ( in manner and form,) (b) ’Tis faid of
him, ( the Prophet Reprefenting Gop Speak-
ing,( Hofea 13.11.) ¢¢ I gave thee a King,(tho
“tis added ) in mine Anger. > He was given
to them, 1n Anfwer to their unwife, & heady

Requeft, which impli’d in it a- Rejeétion of,

notonly Samuel, their excellent Judge ; but of

Gop from being their King, ( Gop himf{elf
being the Interpreter, 1 Sam.8.7. ) Which by
the way,fhou’d give People a Caution againft
being too ftiff and heady, in prefling, uncon-

(b)Prov 8.15,16. (a)Rom 13.1. (b) Notwithitanding
Mofes is &y led King,(Prince. or Ruler) ia Jerulalem,
€5’¢ yet to be reckun'd, ( rather ) among thofe Ex.
cellent Judges in the beginning. Vid. DuzchAnnot,

fider’d
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fider’d Petitionson theirRulers ; or in refifting
their wife & faithful Counfel : For what good
can be expefted in a&ing counter to Counfels,
that are Wife & Faithful ? It alfo Inftruéts the
- civil Ruler with refpe& to fuch Petitions,if they
muit be complied with ; neverthelefs let 1t be
done with preceeding, faithful, & felemn Pro-
- teftation. To return,if thisKing, aforefaid,was
givenof Gop,the’ inAnger, ’tiseaflier to believe
‘that fuch aRuler, & fo great aBlefling as David
was, muft be given from him,from whom comes
down every good, and perfect Gift: The
very Ordinance of Civil Government, which
-muft be Reckon’d not only among the Good,
but very Precious Gifts of Heaven to Man-
kind ; appears therefore to have Defcended
from Gop the Father of Lights, &&c. For
whoever confiders the neceffity,and advantages
of civil Government, muft efteen it as, a moft
valuable Favour to Mankind ; nay the Dif-
advantages that arife thro’ the want of 1t, are,
an inconteftible Proof of it’s great Value, of
which the Scripture Records, {fad Evidence,
( Fudg. 19th, Prefac’d with that, ) ¢ When
there was no King in Ifrgel. °° Which
alfo we find Verified if we look 1nto thofe
Nations who have the leaft Government ;
or proportionably where Government - turns
afide from its dire¢t and good Defigns, ( in
‘meafure, ) and purfues Avarice, Ambition,
Power, and Tyranny, {g¢. Yet even where
' | Government
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‘Government 1§ under great Corruption, the
latter is preferr’d to the former, wviz. where
there 1s none. -, ~°
Finally, (Ina fhort; and clear manner )‘our
'Savmur, points: .out to us the true ¢ ountain
-of the Civil ‘Officer’s Power to be. in Gop,
‘when in Anfwer to. Pilate’s miftaken Talk of
his own Power, Heé telis him that he cou’d
have, no Power at all againft him, Exerpr it
‘was given hiny from Above ; even waen with
inflexible Truth, & unmoveable Courage, he,
witnefled that ¢¢ good Confeflion, ”’ wmchz
the Scriptures Record to his Honour. |
Therefore unto Gop the true Criginal, and!
Fountain, of all Power, and Auths Ority is he s
Oblig’d to approve himfelf Faithful, and to!
render an Account of his Truft, that he ms*y
hear the Euge / of <¢ Well dm}e thou good &
faithful Servant,”” and receive that glorious Ru
ward of entring into ¢¢ the Joy of thy Lord °
| Or, |
(2fy.) Unto Mien, wiz. thofe wh@ are the
Subjeéts of his Care, and Betruftment. Un-|
der the former head we have conflider’d ix.mgsg
and civil Rulers Gblig’ d, in their ridetity, to

Cne that is Abeve them, and to whom meyF
are- Accountable ; but here we are to conficer;

their Fidelity, as it refpedts thofe who are Be-;
Jow them, and to whom they are not ﬁccoun-é
table :- Notwithftanding the Pecple are Sub

jected to the civil Ruler by dwme hppnmt

o L
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ment ; yet if we confider their mutual Rela-
tion, the mutual Duties of the Relation, do of
Courle, and necefiarily Arife ; Confequently
the Ruler hath his Duty to the People of his
‘Care, Trult, and Government,to the difcharge
of which Fidelity is to be Exercifed 3 not only
to Gop the Author of the Relation, and by
whole Authority the duties of it are Enjoin’d ;
but alfo, toward the Subjeéts of his Care,and
Government, “t1s with Refpelt to thofe that
his Vigilance, Care, Pains, and ‘Talents, are
to be employ’d 1n General, to feek & promote
their Good, what in him lies, and within his
Sphere,and properlnfluence ; hence that of the
Apoftle ( Rom. 13. 4. ) ¢ he is the Minifter
of Gop to thee for good °* : By which we are
led to fee, in a fhort view, the matter of the
civil Magiftrates Duty, 7iz. [ the good of
the People ] which opens the way, for a Re-
mark, viz. if the People were not {ubjected to
the civil Ruler, for the fake of Supporting,
Honouring, and Aggrandizing their Prince ;3
which neverthelefs they owe to him ; but the
civil Ruler is conftituted for the People, Viz ;
for their Good ; which might not be, an un-
profitable Confideration, for Kings, & Princes :
The Capacity, of thefe BenefaGors, to their
People by Power and Authority being Large,
the Exercife of it, ought to be Proportionable
towards them : Confidering the ™utual and

Voluntary Obligations of both Rulers and their
B Feople s
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People for thls 1S Imphed whether the Re-
lation be made by Government’s defcending by
‘Succeffion, or Eleftion. Saul was Voluntan}y_
" Received:-and Submitted to by the People ; o
hkevvlfe David, (a) and where ’tis E!eéhve-‘
’tis more EV1dent s for what can be a greater 5
and more direét, Obhcratlon, to a civil Ruler, |
'who Fears Gop, than callmg of God to be a
Witnefs, to the faithful Difcharge, of their]
Truft, as in the {olemn Oath adminiftred at
thelr Ele&ion ?

- (3ly.) Jufitice and Equity. This is 2 Truth
that both the Light of Nature and Revelation |
agree in, viz. that ¢ he that ruleth over Men ¢
muft be Juft °’. (b) The Pr1nc1pies of Juftice |

thould be deeply Rooted in the Hearts of civil !
Rulers if we confider them in the Exercife of )
their Leglﬂatlve Power, Juftice, and Equity
muft run thro’ all the Laws which they make, é
as fo many Bands and Ligaments to hold the |
common Woealth together ; the ftrength of | %
thefe muft be their Juftice and Goodnefs, or |
Suitablenefs to the common Wealth and their a
own. Defign, ( Prov. 8. 15. ) Or, {
Again, In his Executive Power. Juﬁzlce E
~difpofes him to make a right "Appiication of ;
fuch juft and good Laws to all his Subjetts, ,E
for promonng the common Good: Juftice ;
does this with an impartial Hand, without |

Diftinction of High and Low, Rich and Por,

(a)r ChroR. 11.3. leezKlng 11.17.(bJ)28am.23:3.
5 Fnend f

f"lf“-t.
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12 rlend and Foe, (a) Inﬂemble by Brlbery,Fear
or Flattery, - - ¢¢ Juft and Upnght " 5 thefe
- are. Enfolded together, (b)
~ (4fy.) Truth & Sincerity. And ( In a word)

fuch other Virtues as more immediately go in
to make a civil Ruler 2 Maa of Truft and
Confidence, a Trufty Man. Truth and Sin-
cerity feem to have their more efpecial concern
herein 3 not only are the words of his Mouth
True as conform’d to the things he {peaks of 5
but to what he thinks i1n his Heart; which
makes him what is Styled, a true hearted
Man ; and is oppos’d to a doubleTongued and
falfe Hearted one 3 further he 1is Steady and
"Unmovable (in the Main) to what he Pretends,
Promifes, Purpofes. - ----

(50y.) A ftri&, fteady, and conicientious

adhermg to the Laws of Gob. and the Com-
mon Wealth in all the parts of Government,

whether we confider it, as. fubfifting in the
Law of Nature, .and Di&ated by 1t’s Laght ;
for ’tis Evident from what we find, 1n our
own Breafts, that the Apoftle fpeaks the Truth
(¢) 3 but to affift the Defe@ivenefs and Infuf-
fictency of this Light, it -has pleafed Gop to
give the civil. Ruler, in the facred Scriptures, -
in both. the Old Teftament and in the New,
‘where his Commiffion, Power and Authority,
- the Nature and Deﬁgn of- his Office 1s {uffi:i-
ently, Tau’t as well the General, as. many

o ulERN A e, -

(a) t0.24,23:Deut. 1,16E%,23, 3:(bJebr2,4(cRo.2.74
B2 particalar
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partlcularRules,of hlsCond u& laid down, whlch 1]
may be {een in part, from fuch Texts as have}
been fore-cited,and many others here & there ; |
and the Body of Judicial Laws, which Gop]|
‘gave to the Children of Ifrael, by Mofes, which|
in their Day were accommodated to thelfraeli-}
#ifb Nation, were, by far the moft perfeft &:5
accomplith’d Body of Laws, to be found Ex-
“tant 1n any Nation (befides) whatever . which}
{ doubtlefs ) is a part of the Meaning of that
‘Appeal & Remark, (b) : And ftill, for Sub-|
ftance, are, and Wlll remain the moft pure and|
perfe&t Fountain, [ confidered together with|
what the Sacred Writings do afterward aﬁ’ord,g
more Accommodate to the State of a Chriftian
People ] from whence, every Chriftian Statej
and Nation, may draw forth fuch Streams of ;
good & wholfom Laws, as may (if duly Exe-|
cuted) make Juftice & Judgment flow down|
their Streets as Waters. As then the ClVll%
Ruler is accommodated with the moftexcellent

L&WS of GOD Revealed in the H@ly Scrlp-i
i

12

tures - Wthh when Fitted and Pafifed into
the Laws of h'is Realm or State .: °Tis both;
Matter of Duty to him,and Intereft of his Sub-|
jeéts, and particularly a part of his Integrity, |
ftrictly,fteadily, & confciencioufly,to Obferve,
and Adhere to them,(a) David’s Encomium in |
theText muft needs imply {uch a ftriét Obfer- |
vance of Gop’s Law and Adherence to it. |
{b) Deut: 4: 8. Plal: 147: 19, 20 (a) Deut: 5: 32.

#“

L4

2ly.
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2ly. ¢¢ By the Skilfulnefs of his. Hands. 2
'__Thls Charalter implies in it, “
(1) Knowlege, and Underﬁandlng " Not- -
withftanding Knowlege, ‘and Underftanding
fimply Confider’d, do differ from Wifdom ;
yet they are the Bafis on which it Stands j
take. away Knowlege, and Underftanding, and
‘the %uperﬂrué’cor of Wifdom falls to th
'Ground, itcan’t Subfift without them.: Wif-
dom does therefore ‘neceffirily, Imply, and
Suppofe Knowlege, and Uhnderftanding, as -
Artful. Mufick, .Vocal, and inftrumental, and .
Imply and Suppofe, Vome, and Sound. A .
Knowlege of the Nature, and Defign of civil -
Government, and it’s juft Limits, as likewife -
the Office of the civil Ruler, his proper Bufi- -
nefs, and Work of Humane Nature, and the -
Subje&s Ruled by him, théir Rights, Proper- -
ties, Privileges, and particular Circumftances, -
of his Dominions : The Knowlege of the Di- -
vine,and HumaneLaws,particularly the Laws, .
and Statutes of his own Realm 3 andina word, .
of whatfoever leads,- and is conducwe to Ga- -
vernment, its:Reéaching the End and Defign of «
ityin it’s 1mportance,&t in the extent of the good
1t aims at : And on the other hand,of the many -
Ways, and Means whereby it may fail hereof;
or be Defeated either Secretly or -Openly, by
its Adverfaries. This Knowlege, and Under- -
ftanding fhou’d be large,and extenfive, Deep,

and. Penetrating, Partlcular, and Correét, -~
' - B3 . The
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The civil Ruler, here may be- Refembl’d by
@ne who has ‘Afcended fome Eminence, as
Mbfes upon Pifga’s Top where with {trength-
- ned Eyes he beheld the Land of Canaan in 1ts

‘Length, and Breadth; or to aGeneral in fuch!
- Situation, - where he can Survey his: whole,
.. .Army at one View, fee and hear his Officers
‘give and receive their Commands, obferve
their Motions, whether Regular, or Irregular,
Expert or Inexpert, obferve their: Obedlence *
or Dilobedience, &e. L

(2) It confifts in a wife Admlmﬁratlon of
Government--- Wifdom and Knowlege, altho’
they are Connetted together, and Wildom 1 is
Founded on Knowlege, yet they are diftind |
and not always found together ; every Man
of Knowlege is not a Wife Man, -If we take|
Wifdom in a more ftri€t and limited Senfe ;
‘whether we fpeak of Divine or Humane Wlf- ;
dom, we fee ( by daily Obfervation ) that men|
of good fpeculative Knowlége concerning|
Gob, his Being and Glorious Perfeétions, and|
that indeed there can be no other true Obje&
of our Happinefs ;- when they alfo have fuch
a knowlege of the way and means of coming|
to the En_]oyment of him, by Faith in our|
Lord Jefus Chrift as Revealed in the Gofpel, |
a Faith whofe genuine Fruits are Holinels,
and Righteoufnefs, yet they do not Condué
themfelves accordingly, tho® ’tis their Pro-}
%eflion 5 and when they know thefe - Things, |

- cannot,
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‘cannot be perfwaded to purfue after Happi-
nefs, in( wifely ) doing of them ; cannot be
periwaded mto Wifdom’s Ways. Likewile 1n
‘Humane Affairs we may obferve too many
Inftances,where there are good, & fome where
there are, (it may be) great degrees of Know-
lege, and, yetif fuch Perfons are put to Pro-
ject, a fuitable, and fit Medium,to bring about
fome good & valuable End they are not able,
have not Wifdom and Skilfulnefs of Heart for
the fame, or of Hands to perform it 3 but on
“the other hand, will projet very unfuitable &
‘unlikely Means, to their purpofe ;3 As. Rebo-
‘beam, and his young Counfellors to procure
Allegiance and Submiffion from the Subject.
And hence we may fuppofe it frequently arifes
that fo many fchemes to advance mensinterefis
fail and prove Abortive, becaufe where Nen,
may be endued with Knowlege 3 yet not with
Wifdom : Nor yet do we find that always
‘the beft projefted Plans and Schemes, the beft
‘humanely Contrived, and fuch as have (for a
while) the faireft Profpects, when they have
been pra&ifed upon, do take place ; fome
unforefeen Turn and Interpefition, (not Ma-
raculous) of divine Providence, (which by the
way affords an argument of fuch a Providence
ruling over the affairs of Men) and hinders
their taking Effe&, or breaks the Bands of
their well concerted Meafurds, alunder, ruin
the fairefts Profpes, and levels their raifed
I ~ - Expclaciong




o, P

- refpett to the Proteftant Liberties and Privis

~out to him by the Apoftle when {peaking of
the civil Ruler {ays to the People ¢¢ He 1s {

‘ment, under good Kings and Rulers (1 Tim. |

2. 2.) Where the {ubjetts are confider™d nat
~only as Rcalonable and Capable of Living
- Quiet and Peaceable. Lives ;3 but as capable

(3)010.1952 15*:..{9:[ £ 1GOn L e(bMant s, 18(«Ruxs 4
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Expectations with the Groﬁundi,‘and that whether:

the Ends or Defigns aimed at by the Projectors .
“are Good or. Bad., The Scriptures confirm.

this, (a) Ahbithcpbel’s Good ( becaule Wife )
Counfel was Defeated by {uch a kind over-
ruling Providence : And our Fifthof November:

- Gratitude, has frequently Reminded us of the:

fame Kindnefs (never to-be Forgot) with:

leges, of our Nation. Andthus, as.the Coun-
{fels againft the Church and People of .Gop )|
have been 3 fo we have ground to hope they!
yet, thall be Defeated. (b) Here, in the Ex- |

~ercife of this. Wi{dom, the Eye'of the civilﬁi

Ruler 1s Fixed on the end. of Government, l
viz. [ The Good of the People | Pointed ‘

the Minifter of Gop to thee for Good °°. (c).
I fay then en the true End of Government.
the good of the People, .in. Subordination to |
the Glory of Gop, [ and on the Extent of
this Good, ] .which may alfo be feen, meafu-

ring of it,by the Apoftles Expreflions, thewing
the Privileges of the Subjeélts of civil Govern- |

> 4

&9 4

of, and actually poffefled of the Privileges of |
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Rehglon and therefore under it’s Obhgatlons,
- ¢ in all Godlinefs >’ 1. e. in all Duties and

Services which Men and Chriftians owe to
.Gop, and Jefus Chnﬁ: their Lord. < And
Honefty °” 1.-e. in all Duties of Righteoufnefs
towards one another. Thus do the Holy
_Scriptures teach the Mark at which ‘the civil
Ruler Aims 3 nor can we concelve, that con-
fiftent with the Scriptures, that the Apoftle
fhou’d intend by the Religion he makes men-
| tlon of contain’d in the firft and fecond Table
of the’Law ; but as referring to, and included
in the Chriftian Religion, as now perfected by
our Lord and Saviour Jelus Chrlﬁ under
the New-Teftament.
The next Thing that Employs the Wildom
and Skill of the civil Ruler, 1sto difcern the
fitteft,and moft proper Means (‘within hls Pro-
vince ) to reach the good End propos’d, and
in view. Some of which may be hinted at,
- As,
1t. Well chofen, and juft Laws. Weare
not to fuppofe that the civil Ruler has a bound-
lefs Liberty to devile Means ; butas his bEnd,
and the Defigns of his Government are hmlted
fo have alfo the Means of attaining it their li-;-
mits. He is here alfo to keep within his own
properSphere& Province. The Light of Nature
(1ndeed) muft be the Rule of Government to
{fuch Princes as have not. the Superior Light of

Revelation : But to thofe that have,(of whom
| R we
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“we are Conﬁdermg )the nght of GOD S Holy

Word muft be had=ari&t Regard to.
For the civil Magiftrate, who as a. Chrlf’uan

govern’d himfelf by the-Holy Scriptures, ma-
king thefe ¢ the Man of his Counfels, >’
- {till to look upon himfelf, only a Chrlﬁlan i
public Capacity 3 and ftiil making the Word
of Gop, the Man of his Counfels + And as he
receives his Authority from Him, ¢*by whom
Kings Reign, °? and holds his Office ( confe-
quently) under Him, and Rules for Him ; can
it be Doubted whether he fhou’d receive Di-
reftions,& Rules of Governing from Him alfo?
If finally,the HolyScriptures contain the beft
and moft ExcellentRules, Precepts, Direétions,
and Laws for Government,(as before was Ob-
ferv’d) tho’ his Wifdom will Dire€t him in
Confulting the Laws, and Rules of Govern:
ment in other States ; yet efpecially to keep
his Eye on the Holy Bible, for his beft Di-
- rections, and not admitting any Rules, & Max-
ims of -Polity, that were inconfiftent with, and
not approved by the fame. This Teaches that|
all his Maxims of Government, muft be kept|
within the Limits, of nghteoufnefs, fuited to|
 the good of the Subjeét, wherein Jultice i)
well tempered with Mercy. Concerning which,
Wifdom feems to direét that fuch Laws or|
Rules fhould be few in Number, their Meaning
- and Expreffions not doubtful 3 but plain and,

perfpicuous ; yet in thelr proper Terms, thatj
' the,
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the SubJe& may not Ignorantly offend, ncr
plead 1t 1n Excufe; porthe Judge be at a lofs,
and perplex’d ; their bxpreﬁ"lons fhort, and
comprenfive, as the Laconick Style, fully pub-
Iifhed, and made known, ftri€tly obferv’d,and

honour’d by the Ruler himfelf: Thefe Thmgs
the wifeft States have obferv’d, as Greece, and
Rome 1n it’s Glory, &,

2ly. That thefe wife and good Rules, or .
[ aws be carefully Applied to the common Be-
nefit, of the Subje&t ; or faithfully Executed.
Where Legiflation hath wifely performed 1t’s |
Part, and the falutary, and wholfom Laws are.
prepared for Ufe 5 yet unlefs they- are, with
care, and faithfulnefs Applied to the proper
Ule of the Body Politick, as their need calls
for from time to time ; what would this profit
more than forFamilies or Perfons to have the beft
medicinal Preparatlons to recover a {ick,weak,
cr diforder’d Body, or fcrprolonging of Llfe,
(afely laid up, and kept.in their Chelts 2 Or
the Chriftian his Bible {o Depoﬁted without
Reading, or the Reader without Practice ? Or
s flome have ﬁt]y Reicmbled this to a trufty
Sword kept init’s Scabbard, when it thould be
veilded for the Defence of the Orderly,and O-
edient, and Well-doing Subjeét ; and to the
[error of Evil-doers 2 Ina wor d ‘the very
_ife.of good Laws, and their Ufefulnefs to the
tate, lies in their careful, fteady, impartial,&

althful Execution ; and this part lies more 1m-
-' mediately
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mediately at the Door of the Executive Ruler
or Judge, and Of-ﬁcer'* Subordinate to him.
~ 3ly. The Wifdom of the-civil Ruler, con-
{ider’d as the fupreamy Authority, 1s feen and
exercifed in Conftituting (‘as the Form of their
Government will allow or direct ) the Subor-
dinate Authority, Men that fhare a good Part
of the fame Chara&er of Wifdom & Faathfu
nefs with themfelvess; and this to defcend,
{fome good Degrees,to the very loweft thcers
made ufe of by civil Authority : As there is
room for fome degrees of Wifdom & Skill;
to Manage the lifler Offices which adhere to
civil Government; fo there i1s Need of them,
and of Integrity always  The prudent andl
faithful I\’Ianagem nt of the under Officers has!
a good Influence,in it felf confidered as 1t pro-
ceeds forward & looks backward, as it honours
their Mafters who Betrufted them, and makes
an eafie Way, for the Circulation, of their Go-
vernment. Thus a good Mlmﬁry at Home,,
in a Nation, Recommends both the King ( asf
- {uch,) and hisGovernment alfo to his subjects,]
who feel the happy lnfluences of his Care and|
Government in fuch Minifters : So likewifel
fuch Ambafiadors, fent Abroad, make a good]
Return Home ; many ways ¢¢ afaithful Am-|
baffador is Health, &¢. ” (a)
To conclude, W hen Officers are not Sohd'
Friends, whether Qualified, or not, as fuch

e, Tl T % AL R SO o

.nmm“

(3) £rov. 13, 17, 353 I3, f
are
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-are not Compllmented with them 3 or on the
cther hand, bought by thofe that have them ;
nor Bufie nd A mbitious Men, who are Tam-
pering with Others for Advancement ; or fuch
as have the Art of Infinuation, as 45/alom, are
put into Office ; but nothing fhort of the real
Qualifications of a cood Officer, Ruler, or
Judge prevails, If Wifdom & Integrity were
put into contrary Balances, Integrity ought to
prevail. " So Nebemizh feems to have preferr’d
Hanani, more for his Integnty, than for his
Wlfdcm (a)

4ly.  Dexterity, great Dexterrty, in the ufe
of goverming Wifdom, as is Imparted and in
meafure Expreis’d 1n the original Text ; par-
ticularly in the outward and pra&tical A‘pphca-
tion of 1t, (b) This feems to fet forth David,
as a confummate Politician and Ruler 3 what
feems to have laid the Foundation for, and
Concurred to Finith and Compleat, the Cha-
rater of this Great and Good King, this
Upright and Skilful Ruler, was, Gop Blefs’d
him with a good Underftanding and Genius,
which he Improv’d and Enlarg’d in Dwme
Civil, and Mihtary Knowlege ; his Innocenc

il MR WV WO BEww s Ve W

(a) Neto! 7, 2. (b, Dutch Annot. ** And led them
‘with a very great Underflanding of his Hands. ”*
Heb. with the Underftanding of his Palms  If the
Hand had been Defcribed by thc Fingers; 1 fhould

" have tho’t it an Allufion to 1it’s Dexterity on the

“Haip; but beingDefciib’d by the greater Part, ofit

the Palm, the tho’t is a little check’d comem

L@ | and
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' and Contemplatwe Ca]hng , both Inv1tcd and
gave him Leifure, for the Firft,and Gop feems
carly to have San&ified his Knowlege and
Wildom, in Dire€ting and Enabling’ of him,
~ to make Choice of Gob as-his higheft: Lorbp
and chiefeft Good, whofe divine ‘Writings,
*- abundantly thew thlS his Choice ; Gop alfo
gave him a martial Genius,and Spll‘lt ‘which,
in addition to his Skill in the art of Muﬁck |
was an occafion, of giving him fome -Tafte
of, and Improvement in both the civil and
military Life, in the King’s Court ; he alfo
was early (about 20, or with fome 2 5 years of
Age) fet apart, tho’ more Secretly, to the
Office of King, by Samuel’s facred Oyl 5 and
had a ngdom in View and Reverfion 5 and
(no doubt) 1mpr0v’d his Talents for the fame
where alfo ’tis reafonable to fuppofe, that Gop
who call’d him to his Office,affifted and blefs'd
his Improvements to that End : F urthermore,
by an Bxtraerdinary Providence ( even when
~he gave proof to-all of his public Spirit,incom-
parable Courage and” Valour, and of his fingu-
lar Dexterity in Slaying the. Philiftine of mon-
ftrous Size; thereby Delivering Ifrael from
their Reproach and Fears ) the way was open’d
for his Advancement to public Service, and
thereby to have opportunity toImprove both,
in Military Skill, and in the art of civil Go-
vernment ; and when his Advancemerit to the
ingly Qfﬁce, fully and openly took Place,
~ when
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“when Tlrne Obfervation and Experlence, had -
-put to their helping Hand, they finithed his
‘Charaéter, which was the Ground of the En-
c-mium on his Government ¢ So he Fed

them, &c. and Guided them by the Slzzlfalnd.}

of his Hands.”’
Thus having pointed out in fome meafure,

the defcriptive Charaéers of a wife & falthful
.Ruler ; let us proceed to make fome Ufe, and
Apphcatlon agreeable to what has been faid,
relatmg to the Chara&er, of the Civil Ruler.

I By way afINFER.ENCE

Hence we are led to fee the Happinefs of
fuch a State, Natlon,or Peoplc, who have’ Meﬂ
of Wi [dom, and Integrity to Rule over them 3
and are favoured with the Przvzlege of Cbat_)f ng
fuch Rulers.
~The degenerate, and corrupt State of Man-
kmd make civil Government of great Neceffj-
ty 5 not only to Guard againft fecret F raqu,
.and open Violence 3 but to Improve & hn_]oy*
their Rlohts,Propertles,&' Privileges,( whether
Civil,or Sacred ) with undifturbed Freedom. °

It fcems then, as it were, by Neceﬂity, gra-»
dually to have Oblig’d Men into fome fort of
civil Government 3 and asTlme,&ExPerlenm
(thofe good Inftruttors of Mankind Jhad taught
them gradually(alfo)to Ripen !:heu‘_]'udgrtr.!entc
“they came into better Forms of Goyvernments,

C 2 - of
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of which fort may,well be reckon’d’ thoﬁ. that
are found, between - the two Extreams, of Su-
pream Power lodg’d in the People, on the one
hand ; and Defpotic Monarchy on the other:

And fuch aForm of Government feemsto have
the Preference,where the Interefts of the People
are beft, & moft equally Divided, and where
~ the welldmO‘ of Government is eaﬁe, ready,and

fafe ; but nat to Enlarge.

I would obferve, That whatfoever be the
YWorm of Government, altho’ of the beft fort ;
yet if the Ruler, or Rulers ( if more than one)
~ be not of the beft fort alfo,viz. a Man,orMen

- of #ifdom and Insegrity, the crowning Happl-i
nefs is yet wanting. " A Government tho’ not
of the beft fort 3 yet if well Managed, will far
better reach the End of Government,viz. The
Common Good of a People 5 than the beft Form
with, ill Managers & Management Thus, a
Ship but meanly Built, and illy Rigg’d, yet i
there be a fkilful Man, and thorough at Helm,
and Hands properly plac’d both Below, and
Aloft, of the fame Charaer ; how much more
llkely is fuch: a_Ship,fo well Mann’d & Mana-
ged, to reach herdefired,& defign’d Port with
all her Paffengers, than the beft Built, &Rigg’d
Ship, with Men,that were either Ignorant and
Unfkilful, or Wicked & Unfaithful to their
Truft © This feems to put them in as farr a
~~way to all the Happinefs contained in the Na-
ture and Delign of civil Government 3 which
‘ deei
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- mdeeu 1S very great I ma.y here allude to the
words of the Queen of Sheba, {peaking of Sols-
- mon’s Wife and Profperous ‘Government, (a)
“and Congratulate thofe States,and \Iatlons and
‘that People who are blefs’d with fuch Klngs
and Rulers ;. and really Apply thofe,in ver.gth
with refpett to {uch Rulers, and the People
‘whom they Govern : Which, Congratulatlon,
I may. alfo Transfer to our own Native & Dear
‘Land { I mean this Colony in which we were
Born, & where we Dwell ) from which, by our
Con{’cltutlon our own Rulers Annually do arife,
agreeable to that Favour of Gob’s Profefling
People, promiled by the Prophet, {b) <« And
their Nobles fhall be. of themfelves, & their
Governour fhall: proceed from the midft of
them’’. A compllcated Favour, carrying many
~_'Advantages in 1t 3. which Privilege we have
by Royal Favour, and moft amply & favoura-
bly - Exprefs’d, not only given to our pious
and worthy Progenitors, who Liv’d with and
- were of the Number of the firt Patentees, but
{ecured to be- Tranfmltted down to us their
“ Pofterity, & to our’s after us from Generation to
“Generation, as contained in our moft Valuable,
threeleav’d Parchment Roll,by royal Favour
did I fay? I mean alfo to AcknowlegeHeaven S

Favour to this, (then little) Colony, which by

-""

Gop’sBlefling, hasFlourifhed & Increafed unto
this very Day, a good Day,& on whzch pmper

'(a) L Ripg T0. 738 (L‘)jer 30. 28 T N
G 3. (e

h-l'"
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toAcknowlege this as well as many otherGop’,

- Favours to this Government ; ~where then i

our Gratitude to Gop ? from. whofe kind an
mdulgentHand,our Privileges came, was it no
He, in whofe Hand the Hearts of Kings aré,
who difpofed the Heart of our grac:ousch
to allow us this His Royal Favour? Nor maj
we overlook it in this light, as the Royal Fa
wvour;butgive Teftimony of curGratitude, in oy
Allegiance & all readyObedience,toHisSuccef
fors the KinGs of Greas-Britain, which as w
always have ; fo at Prefent moft gladly do, t
our moﬁGracxousboverelgn KingGesrgeir,unde
whom we hold al ourPrivileges,and whofe Im
portantLife we defire may beProlonged,at leaf
to fee ourYoung & Rifing Prince of ¥ ales (bear
ingHisName) further prepared ; both by Years
& allPrmcely &:RegalQJahﬁcatlons toSucces
in the Throne otGreat Britain yand have Reafor
to conclude,that our Poﬁenty after us,will no
only out of Gratitude, when ever they behal
- this Roval Favour in their hands ; but alfo.fo
the neceflary Dependance,as the {mall Branche
~ upon the Tree,from whence it receives it’s Be
ing,Life, & Support, be effeCtually Secured i
their Allegiance alfo ;and caufe them to Defir
&z Afk of Heaven the Welfare, & Flourifhin
of both our K1~ 6 & Nation. Nor may we
finally, Overlook the Inftruments, or Inftru
ment at whofe Solicitation, Coft, & Pains the)

gere Procured, & Tran{mitted to us ; and her

M—--. Ainirenl e cafery wrupel gyl aerat ooy, e -ﬂ-‘—-—*ﬁh‘wﬂ-—ﬁ T [ [PR——— "
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no Rival appears to thare this Honour with our
Noble Wintbrep ; Winthrop, Was this thyGene-
rousCoft and Pains 2 HeavenReward thee 3 for
“us notin.our Power : Thy Name fhall always
be held in highEfteem in our gratefulHearts, &
thy Memory on our Tongues :-Is there no Ho-
. nour that we whoEnjoy thefePrivileges,can yet

* pay tothyName &Memory ? or anyService to

thySurvivingFan:ily 2 We are ready to a grate-
tul Acknowlegement ; -of the Obligation, and
- Performance of it 3 or elfe our Ingratitude wiil
- Teftity againft us. And herel would have en-
~ quired,who he was £ and how,he fhou’d have
had fome fhare in ourGratitude ?if any one can
tell him that was the Drafts-Man, when our.
- Charter Privilcges were Granted : For {urely
Kindnefs & Friendf{hip were not wanting,even

- there,or muft it be left to thatDay,when many

more {ecret Offices of Love & Kindnefs which
~ have been perform’d to our LLorD JEsus

"~ CurisT, or his Followers, even to a Cup of

" cold Water, fhall not loofe their Reward.
-~ Again, 1 fhall proceed to two or three
particular Addrefles, to the different Orders
and Degrees of Men in our Government. In
the firft Place, '
| 1. To the EHonouroble the Governour, Deputy-
Goverrour, and Worfbipful Afjiffants; together
‘with the Gentlemen Reprefentatives, WHo
compole our General. Affcnibly,

- e gl e Pl g -t ey gt il Pl Mgt w i [ -
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2our Honoum, are’ fenﬁble that the Eyes of
thls, your Pe()ple are ftill upon yeu, to fill
the fame Seats & Places of Government, and
to take upon you the civil Truft for the
Year: Enfuing, as you have done 1n the Year
pafl ; in reference to which fuffer me to remind
you of the high Stations (amongft us your Peo-
ple) that divine Providence places you in; ; for
you, (donbtlcls ) confider, that ¢¢ Promotlon
cometh not from the EasZ, nor trom the 7¢s3,
nor from the Seuth 3 but Gob is the Judge, he
putteth down one, and fetteth up another. § *
- In confequence of which the Eyes of Gop,and
his. People are upon you to fill up the Flaces
of your different Truft, in the difcharge of the
Duties of the fame, in the ¢¢ Integrity of your
Hearts, & by the Skiifulnefs of your Hands.”
Let the excellent Example of David, both ad-
monith,& animate you,toimprove your Talents
of Wildom to kaow the Duties which are before
youin your feveral Places, the proper Time, &
advantageous Manner of their Performance,
Conﬁdu‘ alfo with what Views,Sentiments,and
Refolutions you ought to undertake your feve-
ral Oﬂlt@%, 82: Truﬁs Let alfo, your Intecrrlt%
guard you againft all finifter lews, neglect,or
evilcondudt, & male- Adminiftration. Letyour
Views be upnﬂ'ht,mmxr o at theGlory of Gon,
who HEntiults you. That's a very general Rule

T X

of Direflion. ¢ * Whatfoever ye do, do all to
+ Plal. 55 6,7 * 1 CoL 10, 31. -

the
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- the Glory of Gob. *’ Alfo the Good of ycur
- People, 1n Suborcination thereunto, as Gobp’s
~ Minifters to them for Good, (a) And this you
~ may expe& will Terminate, both in the Peace,
- & Weal of your Subjeéts y as well as in the Peace
. & Comfort of your own Souls : For this is the
~ general Fruit of Mens Faithfulnels & Upright-
~ nefs in the difcharge of their Duty : Hence that

““ Well done thou good,&faithfulServant;(5¢.”’
Particularly,let your Care, & Guardianthip be
ftill afforded to us your People,& Subjelts, in
‘all our holy Religion,our Religious Rights, &
Privileges,as a Chriftian People, as Granted to |
~us 1n the Goipel of our Lorp Jesus CurisT.
The end & defign of the civil & facred Mini-
ftry,do not {eem to differ,as the Means they ufe
toreach their End,[ £h¢Good of the People, ] here
they are together,they are one in their general
-Deflign ; and yet very different, & really Diftinét,
in the means of Profecuting the fame general
End ; even within their proper Province, and
Sphere. Youhaveindeed, LLabour’d to make an
Hedge about the Churches,of our LorD JEsus
CurisTinour ecclefiafticalConftitution; and as
¢ NurfingFathers,”” to it the civil Government
has taken it into their Bofom,viz. Where the
Worlhip is fuch as appears to you moft agree-
able tothe Pu ity & Simplicity of the Gofpel of

- Jesus Curist our Lorp ; for {o, both your
Profcflion,& Praftice,/inattending on the fame)

(a) Rom~ 1} 4

mage
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make it Evident ; yet you have notunpoled an
Uniformity on any ; but have Tolerated,all that
Joberly Diffent from the Eftablithment which you
have made. Liberty of Confcze?we [ that tender
Point ] not being Infringed by you herein ; this
being the great Motive to our Fathersto crofs
theSeas; & come over to this American, & then
;,’/Vzideme_/f Land: A Liberty (theytell us ) not
then to be Enj oy’d in their native Land, which
Reafon thou’d Sway with us their Poﬂerlty,
why we thou’d always Treat others,with Ten-
- dernefs in thisCritical Point 5 it beingthe natural

right of all reafonable&religiousCreatures, it be-
ing not only at theBottom,of the Proz¢ffant Re-
ligion ; but of all True Religion, inas much, as
the Worihlp of no Reafonable Creature,can be
Acceptable to Gop, unlefs offer’d to him, ac-

cording to the Dlﬁates of his Conicience ; -yet
on the other Hand,no falfe Worfhip can be ac:

ceptable to Gob, tho’ performed according to
theDictates of a man’sConfcience;for Men may
be under the Power of an Erroneous Confcience,

as the Zealous,but Ignorant Fews ; as the Apo-
ftie Teaches us,( b) as himfelf alfo whofe Con-

Acience feems to have Dictated himin Perfecu-,
ting the.Chriftian Caufe,& that to great Length
& Violence, forhefays (c) ¢¢ I verily tho’twith
my {elf that Iought to do many thmgaacontra-.
ry to the Name of Jesusof Nazareth’. Yetthis
gave no Sanélion to his Service pc.rform’d ( as
(b)tion 10.2. (¢)Als26.9. fee v, 10, 11 e

i€
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he tho ¢ ) for GOD, nor turn’d what was Bad
nay Very Bad,lnto Good. Theé Queftion, then
mightbe, W bas is the way of Duty to theCbriftian
Ma U:szmte where the Subjelt pretends Confcience,
and it may. be, really is under the Power of an
Frroneous one, & what his Condué fhou’d be
toward {uch his subjetts ? the Anfwer may be,
thatthe inward Sentiments & Principles of men,
being out of his Province,. as well as Sight ; yet
his Outward and Overt Aéls, falling w:thm his
Province, & Obfervation,and bemg Faulty as
other offending o Subjelts,they muft without Re-
gard to the inward principle, of A&ion,be ani-
madverted upon, unlefs (perhaps )the WIfdom
of the civil Ruler, ( where the cafe Required )
thou’d Defer. Punifhment till fuch Religious
Fervors as caufed them to Err,might (.001 or
Time ( if there fhou’d be a profpect of it )
mlght Re&ify the Judgment.

Yet let your Honourst¥ifdom and Fidelity be
employed inReference to the juft limits of your
Toleration, particularly to our Brethiren of the
Church of England,who Inhabit with us,whom
ourLegiflature,have in theirGoodnefs & Indul-
gence towards them, moved by a Regard, to
their Friends at Home ; aswell as to themfelves
wh@ are your Suz)Je&s s and that ( I fuppofe )
you might makeit Evident toall ; that you were
notinclin’d to Infringeany of thE'l[‘ juft Rights
& Privileges ; but to Indulgethem withall they

cou’d Reafonably Expe@t from you : Have
Enallea
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Enafled Laws in their Favour, particularly to
Levie & Gatber,(viz. of their ownPer{walion)
an equal Tax, in common with the reft of your
Subjeéts, in the feveral Diftrits, or Parifhes
where they Inhabit, for the Support of their
~own Minifters. . Now,tho’ I wou’d not {peak
a fingle Word againft, but for, their Enjoying
their frec Liberty of Confcience,in the manner
of Worlhip, they Efpoufe, with ail the Privi.
leges of a Toleration, in full Tale, | Yet no
further: Ifitbeinterwoven intheirEccleiaftical
Conftitution to be an Enemy to ours ; confider-
ing the Situation, & Circumitances that they, &
~ we are in, T If by lifting them up,we do at the
- fame Time,deprefs our felves ; as the Bucket,
where there is T'wo,on the Windials : "I'here-
fore,(if I miftake not) ourLegiflature have 1n-
dulg’d them herein, beyond what they cou'd
~have Reafonably,afked ; for,Tolerations,io Cir-
cumftanced,(Iapprehend) fhou’d ftand on therr
own Legs, & not lean upon the civilMagiftrates
o Eiablithment,

] Sce the Rev’d Mr. Hobart®s firft Add:els, &&'c

F Being defiied toExplain here - I'mean to fay,chey
draw therc nousithment from our Bewels, xhich ofcourle
and more direélly confume us, while they take of ous
Sons andDaughters te. make the Matenals, forBuilding
cf theirChurches . Our Sens &c 5 (1 fay) who areBoin
in a Land of (Gofpel )Lizght, who aie Baptiz'd in their
Infancy,Taught in our Families theCommandments o
Gob,and thePrinciples of the hriftianReligion,trainec
up in ourSchools,toread eheloly Scriptures;and finall)
1|

£
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Eftablifbment.-& Support,in Copjunétion with,
and yet in"Opypoefition to-his cwn 3 for two k-
ftablifhments, thus oppofite cannot cen{ift to-
gether,( as the R«v’d Mr. T7¢da Remarks con-
RIS i o " X _—
}pour Churches,where theGefpelisconftantly&plainly
Preached to them 3 & therefore (atleat ) are needlefsiy
drawneverto theirCommunios 3 which by the way does
o1 leok agreeableeitherto the €efign of thole chasita-
bleLegacies,orl)cpaticns which wereleft forthe need-
ful Prcpagation of tht Gofpel,or of the VenerableSceie-
iy for Prepagatring theGefpel, who have the Difpefal of
the fame (See M./ bary’s 24 Addiefs.) ThoQueflien
mighe here be put, WWhat difference 3 there, as toeur
fafety, 1n thegr going over ro the Communion abovefaid,
@" the gnserveha 12 L'vg fffCongregaticnal @55 Prefby terign
among us ¢ Anfw 1helutereft of thetwo latter withre-
(peet toour Privileges, iscne& thefame jfothatthe auma
bet ard balance hereis of litile more Cenfequence than
whichot the twoeGle {Ios, that compelethe houyGlafs haule
thegreater number cf fands tcDay.or thall have toMcr-
row,butnot fo here,for the cenfequerce of the increale
fromcurChiddren to theirCommunion 5{o as to give the
Balance, tho' butby afingle §uffrage making a majority
in cthe number of Voies,has atotai tendency,te ourkiia
vilege: bethCivil &Tacred 5 for if piocels of Time fheud
(by the permifhcn of divineProvidence) bring forward
t 2t unhapp: Dayy that 'tis their Interefty, flands in as
cicaralightasthat it wilibe in theirPower,te commit our
invalisable Privileges to theklames,cr etherwileto de-
p1iv:lls &ourPciterity of them s which when we are {o
Deprived ; of courfe wou®d change the form of our civil
Gouvernment,& {ubj: 4 eur Churches to the Bierarchy:
Thus mzy we loole what curFathers have dearlyPure
chaled for uws, ar the expence of their Effates ar home,
theitSweatr & Blood in thisrough unconquer’d Land,
. ~oft kind and indulgent Providence
1 ft1l1 Contintes to ys.

cerning
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cerning Eftablifhments,in his Zleftion Sermon)
-which mJuﬁlﬁed by what ourlLorp lays down
in general ¢¢, Every City or Houfe divided a.
. gamﬂ: it felf fhall not ftand *’ .(a) I hope no one
will Interpret this,as arifing fromany other Prin-
ciple,than that of 2 proper & juft felf Defence;
or {fpoken,but,within the Law ot Bencvolence
Again, T hat your Honours will continue and
exercife a wife and faithful Care, towards the
rifing Generation,that their Education may lay
a good Foundation for their Religion, Order,
Ufefulnefs,& Profperity. Smile,onour Nurfery
of Learmng,Recommend it {11l to the care (as
you fhall fee it needful) of its Overfeers (" if they
¢ou’d add any thing to their Care)thatit might
an{wer, the great & good Defigns of our Ho-
nourablc&Plous Progenitors,inkounding ofit,
viz. of Produ&ing a Learned, & Or:badaxMz-{
niftry,for our Churches ; Able & Faithful Men
for our State;and to guard it from the Errors
- that are Creepmc‘ inupon us from everyQuar-
ter 5 particularly from Imbibing the Arminian
Tenen {o reviv’d & receiv’d in our D.a.y, I {ay,
i they can add any thing to their Care ; forl
- Joubt not,of a great deal of Care & Pains, taken
y both it’s Overfeers & Prefident under WhOfC\,
more immediate Infpeétion & Careitis Placed.
-~ Again, That Peace, good Order, & a public
¢pzm Indufiry, & Frugality, szﬂfandry,& Trade
may be Encourag’d & Promoted in your Go-

P
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vernment, {o neceflary to ‘the Subfiftance and

13 lourlfhmg of every State. - -
Again, That our Military dﬁazrs be well De-

vifed,& wifely difpsfed of ,encourag’d and well
hhxecuted {o neceflary a part of the Strength
‘Glory, and Defence of any State. .

' Azain, That your Authority may be Couragl-
ouﬂy,&Steadlfy agaln{’cPropbaﬂemﬁ in Swear-
ing,Curfing & taking Gop’s HolyNName in Vain,
Sabbath Breaking many ways,againft Vice,and
Immorality,the Sins of Injyftice, Fraud, & Op-
preffion,the Sins of Intemperance,& U;zclmnneﬂ,
which like a Flood over{pread our Land : For
which things fake the Judgments of. Heaven,o-
verfpread fuchLands alfo, & come ¢¢ down upon
the Children of leobedlence **, (a) Particu-
larly, that your Wifdom, & Integnty be. Em-
ploy’d to find fome Expedlent to cure, & .pre-
vent, the Sin of Fornication, in our Negro Ser-
vants : Here lies Guilt,at fome,lf not at almoft
all our Doors ; nay, our Land 1s Defiled, not
only by this Sin, in our felves ; but in our Ser-
vants : This feems to call for fome thorough,&
wife btpedlent,& vigorous Hand of the civil
Magiftrate  They themfelves fee, & fay no
Notice 1s taken of them ,by the civil Authority,
and are hardned 1n their Sin. --- *Tis here Ob-
je@Ged(by fome) zhey are notChriftianiz’d. An w.
But fince they are Servants,& within ourGares,
the(lu._zﬂ{hon is not to be afk’d at the Bar,wherc

(3) Eph. 5. 6 _ | - i
D 2 _ the
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- the civil Sword is to bz a Terror to evil doers
but runs thus Guilty? or not Guilty? There are
indeed it’s great Difficulties 3 but this is not ;
Reafon, way theirSin fhou’d goUnpumfhed §
Uareformsd. Isit notin the Powsr of the civi
Migiftrate, toOblige theirMafters to Teach, anc
Chriftianizethem? (fome Inftanges excepted 0l
the more 1ignorant & ftupid Sort) This Duaty |
- more lmmedmtely with the- Mafter, (a) ¢ H
that is born in the houfe, or bought with mo.
ney of any ftranger which is not “of thy Seed
¢F¢c. muft needs be circumcifed. *’ Bat if thrb
the Giin & _Profit of their Labour;they will nd
allow them" Time, or beftow Coft, &: Pains o
them,to this End ;’tis in the’ Maglﬂfrates Powe
toOblige them to it': Or other ways there are
which,their Wifdom fhould be exercifed to-find
out.: Mgrrzage qught to .be’ allow’d them ; as
Remzdy ‘againft this, in‘(b) ¢ Neverthelefs th
avoid ' Fornication, let every Man have his oWt
Wife,(¢-e.-whether Band,or Free)-and let-eve]
“"Womin have her own Hufbmd " And what
15 it but theGain that hindérs? Tho* fomyetime
fought for:the famé”Reafon.” Buat fhou’d nd
the Ruler,put to hisH4and hzre fome way to pre.
vent this'Sin 2 > T'is far better for us to havethen
prevented bemcf bro’t over into our Land, by
great Duties on them ‘that mxght be turn’d t
their Inftrastion, who were bro’t ; or by fhor
Servitude, e than to have the proﬁt of thei

(3) Gen: 17,12 13. (b)r Cor. 7, 2.+
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Labour & Lade,our felves,or ourLand with this
and other, their Sins ; and let them Perifh in a
Land of Li ght; for thIS,IS in that blackCatalogue
of grofs Sins, which fhut men outof Heaven(a).
’Tis true there are fome whao takea PiousCare
of their Souls,& put them as far in the way to
their Salvation as they can; but the Neglect i 1S
too general a thing among wus.
v« Finally, That your Honours, the Legiflative
Body, wos’d Employ your Wifdom,to devile
fome way to Propagate the Gofpel among the
Heathén. ° Tis matter of everlaﬂanHonour, to
the Engli/bColoniés,firft Setled in America, that
they were Founded upon a Religious Defign,
particularly this our own Colony. Let it have
fome Inﬁuence upon your Government that
from it’s Beginning,as well as now,it’s Inhab}-,—
tants were Cbrzﬂzam CHRIST’S profefé d Sub-.
jects,as well as your own : Let 1t Animate your
Minds to this Noble & Religious Purpofe; and
at leaft not to Negleft any good Opportunity
prefented by others to put toyour Hand,& to
-_putus your People forward info good a Deﬁgn )
I fhall fhut up this Addrefs, by Repeatmg'
this,as Exprefs’d in ourCuarTER,vViz. W hereby
Our faid People,Inbhabitants z‘/oere,mm be fo Re-
ligionfly, Peaceably, & Civilly Govern’d, as their
govd Life,&S orderly Conver/[ation maywyn, & in-"
vite the Natives of the Country,to the Knowlege
&.0bedience of the only true Gob 69’ SAVIOUR

(3) £ Qor, 6, 9 IQ, o
D 3
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@f Mankind, and-the Chriftian Faith, which i

Our Royal Iﬂtmtzam, and the Advenmrers Fre
Profeflions is-the Ounly. and Principal End' ¢
$his Planmﬂm. - In the next Place,

11. T'would Addrefs my.felftothe /e @credOrder

oftbeGofpel Miniftry among us: But here a folem
Paufe demands our attention,relating to'theAb
{fence of our venerable WWhitman & bittel/ey,

- whom Dsath in the current Year,hasRemoved
from us ;. not only making theirSeats rieée{Taril;
vacant herc . but in their ownH oufes&the facre
Detks in the Houle of Gop 5 ““the places that
once knew them, thall know them.no more’

May I notf{ay with theProephet{*¢ yourFathen
where are. thpy 2-and thPProphPts do they liv
forever.¢ " 1 {ha.ll not atrempt their Chara&er,
whole pranfc is intheChurches ; and as they had
wiought- long 1n their Mafter’s ‘Vineyard, "t
Ireafonable to {u uppofetheirReward s theGreater,
for we Charitably Hope-they have {at downt
‘Chrift*sHeavenlyKingdom ; which fets thema
bove ourPity or our Praife. Whercforef Reveren
Sirs)fince ourMiniftration isnecefTarily Taterru P
ted ¢sforweare not fuffer’d to continue.by reafor
of Death’” | As the Apoftle remarksof therigf
Eead mzd:r tbeng, let usim prove, both theAr

L] t‘.ﬁp-r -—uwﬂ

‘#«?he Rev’d Mr.Samuel IV it‘nmn Dt24 the Nightafte
thez1ff;0f Mareh,1752. TheRev dMr. Samuel Fhittelft
the- Evening after the nstb of dfn 1782

dofeths 1. 5§ Heb 7o 23
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- gt.mentit felf ; as well as the fpema]EnforcemenL
- of i, 1n thdnﬁances now mentioned, whichare as-
‘the mouth of two WitnefTes teﬁlfymg tothe truth
ofth: breach upon: manslife. 1nGeneral but par- -
ticularly to that of the facred Order; refp@&mg'
“both their Life and Miniftration. Oh! that we
might fo number ourDays,&eflimate ourWork .
a5 to apply ourHearts toWifdom. The Wifdom
B &'Integrlty of the civil Ruler,1: our Theme this
Day 3 thali not the facred Minifter take occafion
from hence to diret & excite hisown Miniftras
tion ? When we have heard fomething of that
“Wifdom-& Integrity, which:Adorns &-Crowns, -
cheCharatter of civilRulers, thall' we nat tranft
_ferthem to ourfelves ? Are not?#i[dom8 Fidelity
“the crowning Excellencies, alfo of the Go{pelMi-
- nifter - Our Saviour when heSums up hisChara-
-&er, putsit in thofe two Words-¢* who thenisa -
Faithful-and W1/e Servant whom his Liord hath
“made Ruler over his Houthold, to give them-
‘Meatin dueSeafon’’.(a)Should not the Wifdom
. of theGofpelMinifter be Exercifed to find out & .
. ferve up, thatgood wholefom« & {uitable Food
- for the Church,ourLord’s Houfhotd ? who are to -
beFed with Kizowlege, and Underftanding.(b)We -
had needto be wellStudied in {found &‘orthodox -
Pivinity, and not firangers to the controverted
Do&rines oi theDay,& to be competently Fur-
- nithed withithe Knowlege of the original Lan~
guages of t:he i, *thdScrmtures both of the Old:-

R e R LT W PRV .

‘ s..i") Mt 2.4‘ 45(b) ]cr., 33 1§
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- and New- Teftament : Efpemally when Errors
are fo Rife in our Land, -- Particularly, AZrmi-
nianifm,{S¢c.which are pread ing themfelves like

Waters over ourLand ; 1 with they do not(like
that Curfe) enter llk.eWater into our Bowels &

likeOyl into our (very) Bones. 'Which appear
to be Propagated, by fome Later, F afhionable
Writers in Divinity, whofe learning, {enfe and
fmoothnefs of Style, takes with men of higher |
Tafte; whether fuch men write well or itll upon
theSubje&s they Treat of. Wehave need to be
wellFurnifh’d todeteét fuch unfound Doétrines,
& iabour’d Errors both with Wifdom &t[ntecrn-f
ty (+) In a word, wou’d not the Wlfdom of

+ Not meesly is Acminianifin caui n’d againt, put
- what isfmoochly ft, 1’d Free thmkmg,&t)clfm Infidely-
ty £5°c. But becauie l{uppns’d the fOormer was foremgﬁn |
lmradmg of us, & coonlequently we are co b#f look?’d
Upon, in greater danger of beingdrawn afife by the fame
from thalePrinciples which we have already PofT (Tion of,-
- and which when we cecmpare with the holyScriprures, -
we have no Realon to think.bur theArticles of Fairh,
which have been delivered to us from our pious™ oge-
niters, are in the main ( parcicularly that, whichtor.
ii’sImoortance is wont to be ftiled, Sanfis et cadentis
Eccl fia dvticulys,viz Jultificatinn fi°cly g anted to us
only by th chmaoufncrs of Chrift 1mpuxcd % received
by Faith. } I che mat« (1 lay)efpeciaily the fame which
- weie cuce,or originally delivered to the Saints Why
muft it then be tho ¢ muse reafonable that theChriftian
Religioninot even Init’s purelt imes,wa: eves rightly
FXP*am--J :1l} thete men have now doneit for that out
i.ord thoeld [prcidly piich upon th sl€,ta do 1tywho have
{omuch Detraited from thﬁGlur} of his Suflerings,and
Deftroy’d thav of fus Divinity 2 -

~the
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‘ the Gofpel M"in"iﬁ.’er be feen in 1t’s further and
‘moft advantagious, amiable, & edifyingLight :
Itto thelixten fivenefs of hisKinowlege & Under-
ftanding in Divinity,the foundnefs & orthodoxy
of hisFaith : There was added. that moft necef-
fary & profitable Part (both to Himfelf and 1;13.-
Flock ) of his Charalter, viz. Holinefs of Lif
,D:)es not ourLorp in hisCharacter T mper the
Wifdom of theSerpent,withthe inuocencyEsbharm-
lbefsnefs of theDove © What aSeal & Confirma-
tion to our LORD’s owanif’tr} did the unble-
-mithsd Holinefs of his Life give ? {o proporti-
onably 1n hisMinifters s for thls wou’d moreea-
iy afford,a conftant Evidence,both of the fin-
cerity and excellency of tha Rphmon,they Pro-
fefs; not only to.the unprejudiced part of Man-
‘kind, & fuch as are more tricndly to the Chrif-
' .:tia.n Relxgron but carry a more {ecret Convic-
- tion hereof even into the Brealts of it’s Ene-
'ml‘c"s tending to filence theirClamours againift
- Bat on the other-Hand, (as it has been.ob-~
:{erv d ) it wou’d be d:ﬂicult to perfwade our
~ Hearers that we were indeed,in Earneft ‘for the
Salvation,cf their Souls ; Whl it we were moré
appa rently carelefs of ourown. We haveRealon-
to Blefs Gopstor: fo much of this Support of the
Dhgnity of the facred Order ameng us,and the
Advantage,it gives to the Efficacy. of the Minis
ftry : Notwithftanding the uncharitablé Afper-
- fions which-have been ca,ﬁ upon the fame 3 who -

t Mato1ol 16,
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mov’d by Enthufiaftic Zeal, fuppofing them.
felvesto be of fuperlorHolme(s to thofe they left
behind, have feparated from ourChurches ; who:
were alfo of fanguine Aflurance, of bemg foen:
Follow’d by others (perhaps) till they had Ex-
tracted theGood from the Bad : But they have
had time to fee that the Churches of CH R 15T
among us, are not Built-on a Foundation fo
eafily remov’d ; which Miftake of theirs might’
well beImprov’d by thofe who continue to fepa~
- rate themfelves as an argument (among othprs)
of theirRetura, to the feveralFlocks of CHRIsT’s
Churches, from which they haveStrayed : Efpe-
Clally,conﬁdermg they have not theExample of
theirPaftors to Follow herein 5 for I cannotRe-
collect the Example of a ﬁncﬂe Inftance of any.
Paftor properly belonging to us; even of thofe |
that were the moft Zz=alous;that has ventur’d to |
fethis foot over the threfhold of God’sHoufe,to-|
{feparate from the ftandingChurches among us, |
T o Conclude,** Let us asChriltians beSteadfaf, |
and Unmovable, always Abounding in every good
Work knowing our Labour in the Lord is not
in Vain. * Let us as Minifters of the Gofpel of |
JefusChrift,be Animated & Encouraged in our |
‘Work,from the promifed Prefence of our Lord
and Maﬁer,who hasCommiflion’d us, and f{aid,
¢ Lo, I am with you alway, even to the Emi

*of the Worla, Amen.”™ Inthe lalt Place, -

111. 1 thall Conclude with a brief Addrefs,

M the People of WisGovernment Affembled on th
| Olv (7.4-’/‘ ﬂﬂ,
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Occaf onty the. O}fuZOc'caf o7 af tbsta_y I con-
gratulate you,as an happy People in your civil

Privileges 3 and hxghly favour’d ofGod-herein :
Weyet {ee with joyfulEyes,( oh ! that we cou'd
do it with thankful Hearts to Gop, the free and
kind Beftower,of all cur Favours, Spiritual & -
Tempaoral) our Rular.f proceeding from ourfelves,
our Governours from the mid’ft of us 3 who are.
Men known in our Tribes,Men of Wlfdom&:
Integrity,whofe Temporal & Religiouslnterefts
ire bound up together with our own: We are
on this Account one of the moft happy People
on the Earth, &therefore under the ftrongeftOb-
igations toGOD, & our LLorp JEsus CHRIST,
from & thro’ whom & hiskindProvidence,we
have both receiv’d &ftill hold allourPrivileges;
and particularly thefe ourCharter Privileges,con-
tinued to us & which we hope (inGop) may be
ianded down to ourChlldren & Childrens Chil-
dren. Oh! that ourBehaviour towardsGod, &
our Lord Jefus Chrift,then may be fuch asgives
evidence of our Gratitude in a]lHolmefs,Love
and Duty. And as a further Teftimony of our
-Grautude s let usyield all due Refpect and Ho-
nour, LLove& Obedience to ou: Rulers.  Seeing
(myBretbren) we have all thefePrivileges,nay &
nuft render an account of them at the coming
of ourLord JefusChrift,(whcm we expect from
Heaven)as fome of his {pecial Favours, ¢ what
manner of Perfonsought ye to be in all holy Conr.

Vcrfat'on&Godlmefs’ ’> Youwill confider that
' C‘lnﬁlamty

o 2
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forth to all perfonal -& relative Dutws not on]yﬁ;

nourtheKing.”” Are we defirous of gnodRulers,-
Let us not only afk them of Gop, by whomKings..

- conclude,lct us Study to know more,the Privi-
~ leges which webhanjoy, & to have ajulter Value
| 'for them,and Improve them to their good ..a.nd:

“he -

44. | An El-»&wn S F ‘R M O N
Chrlﬁlamty which we Profefs requires it ; and:
where it takesPlace inMensHearts ; carries t‘hem =

makesmen goodRulers,but good Subjedts, let us-'fff
then(Ifay) yield all due Honour.8& Obedienceto™
Gop,unto whem *tisour greatPrivilegeto ftand

in Covenant- relation, that he will condefce nd,ﬂ-

thro’ ourLordjeius‘"‘hnﬁ to allow us tocall bim:

ourGobp 5 but let wsalfotHonour& Obey our r:fm/z‘
Gracious KzrgC eorgell, & allthat are {et to Rule™
under him & over us; particularly thofe whom.
Gop in his Provide nce (hall fet over us,as well,”

for the yearEnfuing ; asallo fromTime toTlme, |

Not meerly,as cur intereft obliges us; but ¢¢ for*
Conlcience fake’’ 4. ¢. in obedience toGOD for
if theFear of Gop be before Oul‘E‘yes, this W;” ‘i"]-ﬁf
fluence to Honour theKing, ¢ FearGop& Ho- -

Reignyuling our beft& unbias’d ] Tud oment,inour
Choice of them 3 but alfo let us become oood:
Subjetts,in order h«ere..mto L.et no"»ﬁmmurmgq ':-
Divifions, or Party Spirit,be found among usy
but abplrlt()xUmtj.,OL._,._ ence, & Char} Vp"'f‘Vﬁll*
in the muiflt of us : So thall we ourfelves Aind &
en_;oyBrncﬁt of ouri’rivileges, & the more likely
tranimit them-to ouri Potter rity 1ft< T us, S““Foran
Houfe divided againft it felf can’t ﬁand > To ‘

deﬁvn’d End. A M E N.
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