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CHURCHES QUARREL ESPOUSED:

" OR, A

In Satyre, to certain Propofals made, in Anfwerto this
Quéttion,~——What furtherSteps are to be taken, that
the Councils may have due Gonftitution and Efficacy ir

Supporting, Preferving, and Well-Ordering ‘the Intereft
of the Churches in the Ceuntry ? |

By JOHN WISE, Paftor to a Churchin Jpfwich.
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. Wherefore Rebuke them fharply, that they may be
{ound in the faith. Trr. 1. Xiil
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Gloceftery, Mareh 25, 17135.
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Revercnd Sir,

‘ E have had the favor and fatisfaltion of
Y rcading, and according to our meafure
confidering the tranfcendent logick, as well as
grammar and rhetoric, of your reply to the pro-.
pofals ; by which our eyes are opened to fee much’
more than ever before we faw, of the value and
glory of our invaded priviledges, and are of opini-
on, that if your confent may be obtained to a
new edition, it may be of wonderful fervice to
our churches, if GOD fhall pleafe to go forth
with.it. However, it will be a teftimony that all
our waichmen were not aﬂeep, nor the ecamp Qf

CARIST furprized and taken, before they had

warning.
We are, Reverend S IR,
Full of dutiful refpet and gratitudey

Your Sons and Servants,

SAMUEL MOODEY.
JOHN WHITE.
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QUESTION axp PROPOSALS.

QUESTION.
WHAT further fteps are to be taken, that the

councils may have due conftitution and éfficacy
in fupporting, preferving and well ordering the intereft

of the churches in the country ?
1ft part, it was propofed,

ift, That the minifters of the country form them-
fclves into aflociations, that may mect at proper times

to confider {uch things asmay-properly lie before them,
relating to their own faithfulnefs towards each other,

and the common intereft of the churches ; and that -
each of thofe aflociations have a moderator for 4 cer-
tain time, who fhall continue till another be cholen,

who may cill them together upon emergencies,

In thefe affociations, -

2dly, That queftions and cales of importance, either

provided by themfelves, or by others prefented unto
them, fhould be upon due deliberation an{wered.

7dly, That advice be taken by the affociated paftors
from time to time, e'er thiey proceed to any action in
their particular churches, which be likely to p1 oduce
any imbroilments, That the affociated pwﬁdrc do care-
fully and lcvingly treat each other with that watchtu’-
nefs which may be of univerfal advantage 5 and that it
any minifter be acculed to the aflociation’ whereto he
bcloags of {candal or herely, the matter fhall be there
examingd, and if the affociated minifters find jutt accu-
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fation for it, they fhall dire&t to the calling eof the

council, by whom fuch an offender is to be proceeded
againft, '

4thly, That the candidates of the miniftry underge
a due tryal by fome one or other of the aflociations,
concerning their qualifications for the evangelical minif-
. try 3 and that no particular paftor or congregation im-
ploy any one in occafional preaching, who has not
been recommended by a teftimonial under the hands
of fome aflociatipn,

¢thly, That they fhould together be confulted by
bercaved churches, to recommend to them fuch per-
fons as may be fit to be imployed amongft them for
prefent fupply, from whom they may in due time pro-
ceed to chufe a paftor,

6thly, That hereunto may be referred the direction
of proceeding in any of their particular churches, a-
bout the convening of councils that fhall be thought
neceflary, for the welfare of the churches.

«thly, That the {cveral affociations in the country,
maintain a due correfpondence with one another, that
fothe ftate of relizion msay be the better known and
fecured in all the churches, and particularlyitisthought
necefldty to the well-being of thefe churches, that all
the affociations of the country meet together by their
vefpective delegaies once in a year.

8thly, Aud finally, That minifters difpofed to afloci-
ate, endeavour 1n the moft efficacious manner they can,
to prevail with fuch minifters as unreafonably neglet
fuch meetings with their brethren in their proper afic-
ciations, that they would not expofe themficlves to the
inconveniencies that fuch negledts cannot but be attend-
ed withal. ~ -
' Second part, Itis propofed,

1ft. That thefe affociated pafiors, with a proper
number of delegatds from their {everal churches, be
formed into a ftanding or ftated councily which fhall
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eonfult, advife and determine all afTairs that {hall be
proper matter for the confideration of an ccclefiaftical
council within their refpective limits, except always, the
cafes are {uch as the aflociated paftors judge more con-
venient to fall under the cognizance of fome other
council,”

2dly, That to this ead thefe aflociated paftors, with
their refpective churches, fhall confociate and combine.
according to what has been by the fynods of theie
churches recommended, - that they a&t as conigcland
churches in all holy watchfulnefs and helpfulneds 10-
wards cach other 3 and that each church choofe and
depute one or more to attend their paftor, as members
of the council in thair ftated fefliouns, or cccafionaiiv,d
emergencices fhall call for.

3dly, That thefe meflengers from the feveral confeci-
ated churches fhall be choien once a year-at the leafi.

4thly, It is propounded, as that which frem our be-
ginning has been recommended, that the churches thus
.confociated for thefe purpotes, have a‘ftated tine 10
meet in their-council, and once in 2 vear fecms e
enough, that they may enquire into the conditicn of
the churches, and advife fuch things as may be {or the
advantage of our holy religion. But the moie }.mncu-
Iar time is beft left to the determination of each refpec-
tive affociation.

sthly, That the affociations {hall dire& when there
1s occafion for this counciltoconvene, on any cmergen-
cy, and fhall dire(t whether the whole, or only a cér-
tain number ot thele confociated paﬁ:mb and churches
thall convene on fuch occafions.

Gthly, It appears agreable to the prefent condition
“of our churches, and from Ourbeginninnq rcknowinds -
ed, that no aét of the councils arc to beseckoned &s
cc}nc‘udcd and dﬁlel‘E’ﬁ, for which thare hos not heen
the concurrence of the major part ¢f the pifiers
therein concerned.

-thly, The determinations of the councils thus provi-
dud, for the neceeflitics of the churchecarcio belo L.rl
upon as finaland decifive, excopr agricved churencs e
paftors, have weighty realecne to the Conirary, it which

!
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eafts there thould be provifion for a further hearing 3,
and it feems proper that the council convened on this

occafion, fhould confift of fuch paftors as may be more

for number than the former, and they fhould be fuch,,
as thall be direted to, and convened for this purpole

by the minifters of an aflociation, near to that whereto.
thefe of the former council belonged, unto which the
agrieved fhould accordingly apply themielves, and in

this way expect a final iflue s ]

Sthiy, If a particular church will not be reclaimed
by council from fuch grofs diforders as plainly hurt the
common intereft of chriftianity, and are not meer toler-
able differences in opinion, but are plain {ins againft
the command and kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
the council is to declare that church no longer fit for
communion with the churches of the faithful ; and the
churches reprefented in the council, are to approve,
confirm and ratify the {entence, and withdraw from
the.communionof the church that would not be healed »
Neverthelefs, it any members of the diforderly church,
do not juftify their diforders, but {uitably teftify againft
them, thefe are {till to be received to the wonted com-
munion by the churches ; and if after due waiting, the

church be not recovered, they may (upon advice) be
actually taken in as members of fome other church in

the vicinity,

. Thefe propofals were aflented to by the delegates of

the affociation, met according to former agrecment, at

B.——September 13th. 1703. To .be commended to,
the feveral aflociated minifters in the feveral parts of
the country, to be duly confidered, that fo, what may,
be judged for the fervice of our great Lord, and his,

holy churches, may be further proceeded in.

A an ﬂﬁcfm‘fon-mmtfng, the foregoing pra_‘f)qfals Were
read and affented to, &c, Prelent,

.{'&?{v . 5. 1708,



THE
EPISTLE DEDICATORY.

'To the Fraternity of thé Churches in the New-Er gfaraé
Colonies. |

—

Truly honorable, and beloved in Chriff,

to the reverend elderthip and paftors of your feveral
communities, that I apply my felf more immediately
and thus abruptly to your felves in this dedication. But
for that it feems moft a greecable with my prefent pro-
vence.  Lhe priviledges of the fraternity being fo pe=
culiarly the theme and fubject of my pains, I efteemn is
wery proper to introduce my following effays, with a
few words of advice more direétly to your felves if you
may be thence moved and encouraged to affift for fup-
portof Chrift’sand your owninterfts. Idefire to bewith:
out offence to any, and pray that all fuch worthy pers
fons, wife and faithful paftors in thefe churches (who
are as much obliged by their office 1o ftand by and
defend the eftablifhed intereft. and rights of themas ¥
- am, and far more capable) will interpret my whole acti=
on in the moft favorable fenfe. And tho’ I have not
with the noble Corfius leapt into a chafm made in the
forum ; yet I have ventured to ftep into the gap, té
kecp the breach, till better hands come up, for thé
fervice of my country, and in defence of their facred
liberties 3 fo that I hope many of you will come in
with 2 new fupply and recruit of courage and argu: -
ment, when and where mine fails 5 and for the prefent
I prefume none of you will be offended, tho’ I do thus

immediately addrefs the churches. over which you pre-

IT is not from any difrefpet, or for want of honor
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fide, with the following principles of their intereft and.
duty wrapp:d up each in other,
L hen, __ |
Feonerable Brethren!

1it. In general, my advice is to you, that in good
order, wnd with all gracefulnefs which becomes wife
men, you will with zeal,. courage and faithfulpefs,
ftand in the defence of, and maintain your church
liberties 3 God certainly obliges you to do it, with all
the dilcretion and bravery of {pirit, which becomes free
men, i withftanding vaffalage or a fervile ftate, Gal. 3.
I, 13. Stand faft therefore in the liberties, wherewith
Chrift has made us free, and be not intangled again
with the yoke of bondage: The pleais as forcible a-
gainft a chriftian, as a Jewith Thraldom. Forbrethren,
- ye have been called unto Liberty. I muft acknowledge 1
have not particular prejudice againft any of the go-
vernments of chriftian - proteftant churches in the
would, fo as to defraud or difpoffels any of them of
heaven ; or monopolize fo great a royalty to our own;
butyet I am cf this opinion, confidering the juft title of
_the crown, the churches, the people, the capacity of
{oil and climate together, that the confticution and way
of New-England churches cannot be mended by ex-
ehange. x ,

Briefly, To inftance in the civil part, or intereft of
the crown, I think it very eafy to evince, by the pre-
cepts both of religion and policy, that the parliament
(thar wife and auguft council of the nation) could not
have inventad an eftablithment in church order, more
for the {ervice of - the imperial crown of the Britifh
empire than our prefent conftitution, efpecially in fuch
a conntry and climate as this is. ,

I fhall not now any ways enter upon the queftion,
but only pive juft a thort hint as to the revenue. Our
prefens conftitution does indeed, fomewhat more than
fip 5 it taxes an honeft healthful draught at natures
fourtains. but leaves the flowing fireams for empire to
kt at, ull filled with fatiety.

T'ae ecclefiafticks in fome kingdoms in Europe are
rezdy not only to chide with crowned heads, but to take
there by tas throst, and }jr'ring out Off 1116'1_1: papds, 15_

9
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not almoft a moiety, yet a vaft fhare of tHe golders
fleeces that fhould fupply the public treafuries, and
cloath the nakednefs of the kingdoms, "and the people
have no more wit but to juftify and défend them in
their claims and oppreflions, and that till they them-.

felves (in great numbers) are as thin and ragged as pe-
nury itfelf ; for by their rules of adjuftment, when the

church hath gotten an unconicionable fhare, then the
crown or fubieét mult be almoft ftarved ; for there is
not left a fufficient and plentiful {upply for both.

But now our New-England conftitution is very fair-
mannered ; for when its fits down to the ftalled ox
(made rcady) it carves temerately and (without much
dcfacing) leaves the whole to the empire to make its
armics and navies, with the yeft of its needful and un-
wearied  fervants welcome. “That in loyalty to your -
prince, and for the fupport of the royal revenue, you
may juftly preferve your freedoms.

Let us alfo confider the beft good of a whole people.

It 1s moft certain, true grace is the one thing needful,
and the main concern for the improvement of the
powers both of prince, noble and peafant, and tho’
grace be of that nature that it will grow (after a fathion
and in fome fort of {oil) almoft under any govern-
ment ; yet itis moft agreable with'laws of picty and
wifdom (for the good of all'in general) to chuie and fe- -
cure that conftitution and form of government that is
moft agreable, and which moft natuv vally breeds it, and’
1n greateft plenty. .

By the {uffrage of our nation, that government
which {enfibly clogs tyranny, and preferves the fubject
free from flavery, under the ambition of men of great

gortune and truft, is the only government in the ftate
to advance mens temporal happinefs ; and we in this
country honor the refolve in civil aﬂ'alrs, and alfo af-
firm (upon great experience) that fuch a conftitution
in church government is (alfo) the' only way to ad-
vaace grace and mans eternal happinels; and weare
- the morg ratlfyed in our opinion, for that the experi-
ment has on the other hand been tryed, with a witnefs,

in almoﬁ all kmgdoms of thechuﬁlan world, aad that
¥
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firft, by diffeifing tlie fraternity ofdllintereft in chiureh.
government, only they have had the Liberty to be go-
verned with 2 hook in their nofe (like wild cattle im
a ftring) by the mercy and pleafure of their drivers 3
but as for any Jharve in the exercife of government,
thcy have had no more, than the horfes in the royal
ftables, for that their {piritual owners having feized alk
the keys of church power, they profefs no dividend
fhall be made, and alfo they themfelves being uncon-
trolable by any, and unaccountable to any, unlefs it be
to Chrift himfelf, as they pretend : Though I believe,
thoufands of them never expect to meet with him, nor
think that he ever will audit any accompts of theirs., .

But however, for the comfert and glory of the pre-
{ent life, the whole goverament of the fpiritual king-
dom. in all its branches, and with its immenfe profits,
hae hren ettadlithed thelrs.  Dut this fort of difcipline,
hath iuni grett pavt of the chriftian world, as many
itnes over, as ages have paft, fince it hath been inftalled
univerfalrector, and where it hath kept abfolute poflef-
fion ot the throne,

And muft the waves and prefent currents fit and
watt theie churches, towards thofe rocks and {hip-
zrecks, whil{t we have {fuch good hands and pilots oi
boaed 7 God forbid !

‘Therefove et thefe churches and the noble fraternity
of them, ftand their ground, keep faft hold of what
ynu have got, Rev. 3. 11. Hold that faft which thou
hait, that no man take thy crown,

j1old your hold brethren ! Ef validis incumbite-Re-
2., pull up well upon your oars, you have a rich
carno, and [ hope we fhall efcape thipwreck ; for ac-

cording to-the lateft obfervation, if we are not within -

{i>ht, vet we are not far from harbour ; and though
the noile of great breakers which we hear, imports
bazord. yet I hope day-light, and goed piloting will
E..C"{H'ﬂ rl-lll ’

More particularly I afk your patience with liberty

(i}l for your fervice) to make the few following dif-

d -1

4 3CT PELILIONE.

h
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L. PETITION.

Honorable brethren !

NHAT you would know what you are, and who
R you are, in the more ample and heroic fenfe

of your ftate ! |

It is certain very agreable with grace, for the up-
right, fometimes to thift ideas, and change {uch as are
mournful, for thofe which bear a bright afpet in
their condition ; otberways they may rob God of the
glory of the beft part of his grace and bounty, and
difinable their own firength, for {fome of the moft im-
portant fervices they are called to in the world § there-

tore Nehemiah plucks up his courage, and fays,
¢ Should fuch a man as [ flee ¢ As tho’ he fhould fay,

‘he knew himf{elf owner of too many great endowments
and inftruments, to be fo litde as to run for it, or be

dreaded with fuch an alarm, Neb. 6. 11, 12.

So brethren, imagine your felves to be fomething
more than ordinary ; for really you be {o ; and that as
you are a gofpel combination, and coileétively confi-
dered.

What ! the beft men of our country who form our
courts, and command our armies, that make the
figure and calt the true luftre (by their great wifdom
and real ‘accomplithments) in all great fhews and
appearances : Muft all thele be made null, or buried
in a miofis (as is frequently enacted by ambition) for
the fake of fome inferiour members in a fraternity ?
which is as much as to fay, in ftate atfairs, becanfe .
coblers ftalls or orange fellers batkets, afford no ftates-
men, ergo, none to be found ; or becaufe that in ma-
ny great counties there may chance to be an hundred
knaves, and twice the number of fools, ergo, there be -
no legales homines, lawful, men, fit for juries; no
men fit for burgefles or knights of the fhire, to be
tound to make parliament men ? and fo the kingdont
muft needs loofe all its antient rights by default. And
whether or no fuch obfervations as thefe, that are {o
very conclufive, as you fee, may ftand for better law
and logick in the churches then in the empire ?

- But if of equal force in ¢ach conflitution, then,
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whether this ¢ not the way to inter and bury the
glory of the empire and churches in their 0wn rubbifh,
whilft we incapaffitate the heroes of both by an argu-.
ment a minoriad majus, viz. by infering the infuffi-
ciency of the great and wife, becaufe of the mean and
bafe mingled in the fame communities. ‘
II. PETITION.
HAT you will put fuch an eftimation and value
on your church liberties as the Englifh do on
their civ!,  And this is but a very reafonable requeft,
if you, confider the differing treafuries under cuftody,
viz. Immortal {ouls on the one hand, and outward
fortunes on the other. o
Many of you know the ftories (poflibly better than
I can recite them) which tell us, what fhip loads of
blood and treafure thofe civil things have coft the
Englith world 3 and how near they {till lie to Englith-
mens hearts. And many of you being immediate fuc-
ceflors, cannot but be very fenfible what thefe New-
England liberties have coft your progenitors, fome of
them having burted their eftates, and all of them their
bones 1n theie foundations, and left you now in poffef-
fion, that if you fhould put contempt -upon their ad-
" ventures, their courage, wif{dom, zeal and felf denial,
by under-prizing thefe ineftimable infranchizments,
and flights them as though they were now to be indorft
by your own hands with Hezekiah's Nehufian, God.
may ther put you to learn the worth of them at that
f:hool where they learnt it 3 and I am fure you will
pay dear for your tutoring if it comes to that.

HNI. PETITTIO N.

Honor and oblige your paflors and public minfiry :

T is certain they are very great avticles in the reafons
of your well being, Mar. 5. 13, 14. They make

a1l things morce {avory, and to go down with a better
relifh 5 yea, they alter tradgedies and comedies into a
more grateful entertainment.  'What 1s all the glory 1n
the world without the gofpel purely difpens’d, and 1ts
molt refined influence ? Thefe are the lights of the-
world, and carry the lanthorn aloft in. the dark night
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of your travels, thro’ the tempeftuous ocean of a mifer<
able life, to direct all to a {afe landing at laft. - '

“ Indeed, I muft acknowledge, yeur minifters, when
found and faithful, are to be accounted and eftcemed -
amongft the beft of your friends, tho’ when. corrupt
and prejudiced, the worft of your enemies. .

I think the devil himfelf, and the world of his ac-
complices, can’t do you the damage, they may upona
revplt. That I beg you will be curious and careful of
your intereft imbarked and depofited there. _

. And without making any {cruple (in the main) they
are your hearty and faithful fervants.  Indeavour to
increafe their love, and let them fee and feel you have
a double honor for them for their. works fake. And
if after all your repeated grace and goodnefs, they will
defert and betray you, they fhall then incur a double
guilt both by tranfgrefling the laws of gratitude toyou -
and of loyalty to their great Lord. '

And I affure you, Sirs, I fhould upon fuch terms
be very loath to fhare in‘their triumphs, tho’ their
gains thould be {eemingly great, ard their fignals and

fhouts equal with the Cefars of the world in their'go-

ing off, ‘
| IV. PETITION.

Furnifb your churches with ruling elders o

HE nature of the office is not only agreable with
your frame, and exacted by your principles, but
indeed carries {afety and protection in it to yourliber-
ties 3 {uch truftees are not liable.to corruption as
other officers, in that you-do (as it were tranf{mit and
intruft them with your very principles of felf-prefervati-
on, which are of that nature as never to alter their {én-
timents, unlefs it be in the diflolution of the fulvedt,
when all falls together. The office {eems a creation, -
where your juft and regular {ympathies, and antipathics
center by the laws of nature 5 that what you love, they’
love 5 what you hate, .they hate 5 and being ex offcin,
of the ftanding watch and guard, they will peculiarly
perfonate your felves upon every notable crifis, and
naturally caring for your affairs, will, ike wakeful feria
tinels, curioufly and with courage guard your Jiberues.
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-Let churches which are numerous and fuller of emi-
nent gifts, léad the way, and then ekcite and provoke
their fifter churches to {fuch love and good works for
thie advance of the common caufe. There are without
doubt, in thefe churches, many private members,
worthy perfons, {uitably qualified. for this office, who
(like fome edge-tools heedlefly left to ruft our in
oblivion) lie hud; yet,when fonnd,and put to ufe, wilt
prove themfelves truly eminent.

Let Chrift’s churches feck amongft their negletted
hoards ; for they are, without doubt, church by church,
far richer then they make for ; there are, indeed,
complaints of great poverty, and of a dearth and {car-
city of fuitable men. ButI prefume it is done with
great injuftice ; and complaints of this nature in thefe
churches, are but the complaints of {ervants that are
full fed ; and relieve po cafe by complaining, but ra-
ther refle&t difhonor upon their good mafter, who
hath.bought all and beftow’d enough and alfo incur
blame to them{elves for not improving thofe talents fog’
the advance of his gxchequer, which they themfelves
have wrapt up in ‘2 napkin, and that in this cafe, by
too much fymbolizing with the carnal and politick men
of the world, who to humour fome by-ends (under the
mafquerade of indigent perfons) make themfelves very
poor, tho’God has given them great riches, Prov. 13.7.
This is 2 true (tho’ a ferious affirmation) that in our

conftitution and principles, there is as plain a precept,
if not as great areafon for this officer, as for any other
in our churches; and yet, as to matter of fadt, we
find it to be rara avis in terra, like a black {fwan in the
meadow ; and tho’ the whole {pecies is not quite root-
¢d out, yet it is grown very rare to find one individual.

Now the fault muft be fome-where, and I am fatis-

.fied, our poverty is leaft to blame. |

That fome body or another muft needs be culpable,
on the account of this great omiffion, may I without
offence iflue out, fearch and inqueft, to know who
is to blame, upon “this failure whether brethren, or

public efficers, or whole chyrches !
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1. Private Brethres. -
A AY not the blame be laid in fome cafes dnd in
{fome churches, upon fome very capable chrifv-
tian‘gentlemen, who tho’ not incumbred (for the public)
with any other incoherent fervice, . yet are poffibly too
fhy of this truft, when offered to them ? It muft needs.
be acknowledged, .the office is almoft perfetly a piece
of mortification and felf-denyal ; their is no provifion
in it to feed ambition, or feaft any other luft all is fulk
- of watching and'painfulnefs, and the reward and wages
quite outof fight. But however in fuch examples, whe-
ther perfons fo qualified, and fo called, ought not to
comply, or themfelves bear the blame. a
The terms of Chrift’s kingdom are very firict and
rigorous, for the honor of his own crown, when our
juft titles are competitors, and he lays the conditions
of our obedience, upon a great forfeiture, if we don’t -
fubmit, when called to duty, Matth. 10. 37, 39,
. 2. Public Officers. . .
AY not the ordained officers in fore cafes and
in fome churches, be taxed or blamed, for this
great omiffion ? Such as out of timidity and diftruft,
jealous ruling elders, leaft they fhould inftead of«ol-
leagues prove corrivalsin the exercife of their own
truft and authority, for being men not of futh deep
learning, *yet may prove fo fortifyed with ‘friends,
and {o popular, as that they may be capableto ‘ovei-top
men of greater learning, and wifer principlés of con-
dudt in all adminiftrations. )
. Now if any of Chrift’s churches, are vacated of this
officer, by fuch jealoufiesas thefe, or of the like nature,
can the officers be without blame? and if fo, then
whether the firft born fon may not juitly imprecate
future barrennefs on his own mothers wonib, for fear
left he fhould be fupplanted of the inheritance, by the
next fon or brother born of tht fame ventre ¢
2dly, Such officers as may plead their own particus
lar confcience and perfwafion, againft the office, as be-
ing ofadoubtful original,or of-an uncértaininftitution,
and therefore make bold to o¥er rule our plain piecept
for it, and the church fubmits : Whether % there nata
great blame here 2 -
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Tt feems apparent by all rules of order and govern.
ment, that this is too too fovereign in the one, and too
fervile and carclefs in the other, - -

For that no officers .particular confcience muft be a
rule to govern any. particular church, contrary to the
chiurches own law, or rule of eﬁ'lbhlhmcnt, For if it
be, then the churches muft have -as many diftin¢t char-
ters, and differing books -of canons, as their paftors
have differing confciences 5 which is a plfun in-let to all:
forts of confufion. |

3dly, Such officers who, plead the cuftom of the
churches, and fo make the lllegal omiflions of fome, a
fanctuary for the fame faultin others ; but whether this
plea from cuftom willhold officers exempt from blame,
when weighed in a juft ballance ? cuftom is juftly al-
lowed a great conqueror in the world, it fubdues whole
kingdoms to its empire, and all men fubmit and ad-
here to its demands and diftates,-as to an oracle ? But
then it muft be cuftom thatis lionorable, laudable, and
uninterrupted,. otherways a cufitom which continually-
croffes a plain precept is very culpable; and contradls
a long feries of guilt, and may expect to be periued
with a tedious train of. fad confeouenccs, altho’ 1t
fhould with much prefumption wipe its mouth and fay, "
1 am innocent. Therefore cuftom is no plea in this
cafe, but rather renders all who depend upon it, to be
recuced to a defperate pofture in their thoughts and
arguments; for tho’ there is a cuftomary omiffion,
that hath prevailed in the churclies to a fad degree, .
as to this office, yet -the omiffion has all along crofled”
aprecept, and has been confronted by the cuftom of
other churches in the land, who have attended: their, .
duty ; {o that thofe churches who have maintained the
practice, have kept lawful pofleflion of the right, and
the title being matter of ‘record, and founded in law,-
there remains no thelter here from cuftom for delm-
quents.

- 4. Whether thofe of'ﬁcers are Ju{’m.able, who honor:
the oflice, yet do honeftly and uprightly-think that the- .
NArTOW extent of territory may (as to many churches)
ferve as a fuperfedeas to the office ! For what necd of.
{o ‘maay ‘oreat commifions in fo fimall bodies ? But
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whether fmall churches have not greatwork belonging
to them, fufficient to improve a fell compleat fet of
officers, and poflibly, all little enough o0 do the work
well, it the nature and extent of it be rightly confidered
and fajthfully managed 5 for who is {fufficient for thefe

thmgs

3. The churches.
Y HETHER the churches, as mcorpomte Lodics,'
are free from blame when they dan’t regular-
ly endeavour to mmpleat themfelves in all offices, and
profecute their claim to this with effet -
The ruling elders are the churches privilege, and a
very great right, on which their well-being . nd ftabi-
lity does muich depend, and the great omiffion 'in the

country has probably brought things to that pofture
of ficklenefs as we now find them at*? Then whether

the churches can be exempt from blame, when they
fuffer fuch vacancies to contmue, when it is in the

power of their hands to remedy 1t ?
Here indeed is a great queftion commencing, wiz.

Queftion, Whether any church can poffibly, and ac-
cording to rules of order, proceed to elet ruling
elders, when other of their officers in atual rule and
truft, fhall 1efufe o call and guide the church in the
ChOlCE P ) {th

I fhall indeed tmnf’grefq the bounds of my own in-
tentions, and the civility of an epiftle, if I {hould now
undertake afull and compleat anfwer to this queftion.

I thall therefore at, prefent only _]uﬂ: indix the princi-
pal titles or-heads for anfwer, by pointing brleﬂv at the
. duties of officer s, and the prerogatives of the churches

in the cafe. .
1. It is moftapparent thy sugh thie whole. miniftry of

the world (unlefs iy abfolute monarchies) that it is the
duty of all public officers, t0 minifter according tathe
plam rules of the public ftate, and not by their own
faney or wills, and fo i this"cafe, the chief ruling of-
ficer or officers (then in being) in point of conduct are
obliged to lead the church in their opperation, accord-
ing to the churches plain and fettled principles, and

ot reludt becaufe their own perfwaﬁons do otherwife
C
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incline them 3 It is now plainly to6 latc for any officer
to pretend confcience againft eftablithed rules : This
«bjection thould have bzen made before theyhad taken
oflice., DBut now it is out of feafon, for they were
¢leCted and ordained to govern the church, not by
their own thoughts, as the rule, but by the churches
canon, and-that by their own confent, when they took
office. And moreover, this is moft evident, that if
fuch powers which belong to the infide of mens being,
viz. their hearts, fancies, notions, judgments, imagina-
tions or coniciences,call them by what namesyou pleafe,

or let the owners freely {ix the titles (the odas is not -

great,) now if thele are to be the rule of churches,
then paftors and ruling officershave (in their degree) as
abfolute a dominion over the churches, as the great
Turk has over his bathaws, and other vaflals.

But I hope, none here will claim this dominion.. And’

B nut, then let paftors and teachers do their duty in
point of condué (if the churches aré- not remifs in
theirs) and this great vacancy may be foon fupplied,
and there 1s alio a relief for otficers, if their juft prero-
gatives are any ways toucht by the traverie.

2dly, To confine the difcourie to this prefent exam-

ple, and to fhorten terms, for brevity's.fake, it muit be
grantcd, that any pa ticular officer fenfible of his duty,

that fhall undertake to gratify and lead the church, in
the ele@ion and choice, &c. This:makes the cafe very
cafy in point of condudt 5 yea, tho’ other officers in the
farne church, if there be any, fhould either oppoie or

not act. For that any one ruling officer in a church,:
where there may be many: of the fame nature, he him-.

ictt is vertually the whole college of officers in any
of"iw 1ét that he per forms without'them. As in civil

afans a particular executor {o far faftains the wholé:

‘u,-:urmﬂ:m, as that he' can make a valid a¢t in that
manihoy tiough many others are joined with him in
the fame teftament, 2and yet don’t nor won't act with

Ly, i this or that atfair, tho' confirmed in their truft ;5 .
which piiucipal is tounded in the nature of a joint tc-

nancy m'géncral, andin a joint truft in particular, held
by many cquals. |

»
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. gdly, The cale is very difficult when the ftanding of-
ficers join .45 one man, and will not guide the church
in thefe eletions referred to, &c. And I muft needs
{ay, I fear here has been the great bar to this office.
We may from intereft, as well as duty, " ratio-
nally fuppofe the inclinations of the churches, and the
defires of many of them have been made known by re-
peated and honorable {olicitations therein, {aying to.4r-
chipus, fulfil thy miniftry, Cor. 4. 17. and we may alio
afhrem, the principle is plain,the office is acknowledged,
at home and abroad to be of divine original. But how-
ever this is certain, it is a formal eftablithment by thele
churches, and not now to be difputed, Yet the offi-
cérs pretend, they fec no reafon to give way to the .
churches defire or demands, neither will they conduct
in th's cafe, though their duty does oblige, that -{o the
church may be compleated in irs officersy no ! they
are pleafed by alts of a fuperintending power, to lock
the church door, and turn the key againtt this oficr,
and no pleas or perfwafions can alter their refolutions,
But heveby the officers do plainly abdicate their office,
by changing the acts of a limited truft, bounded by
precept 1nto what is-meerly arbitrary ;3 {o in a acgree,
they break up the relation between themielves and the
church, and by fuch an effential error, fo -contrary to
the churches charter, and their own .commiflton they
forteit all at once,tho’ lenity and mercy may favor them
with a long life j vet in the eye of juitice they arce dead
men, if not in nature, yet in law, and vpon their onp-:
STINACY may juftly be DEGRADED, therefore in fuch
a cafe, when it comes to the extremity, the churches
may and ought to call in council, and proceed i their
work and duty for their ownwell being, after the man-
ner of an inovganic church platform, chap. 10, And
this I need not ftand te defcribe,our platform, the laws
of the province, and the pradtice 6f the churches m o-
other cafes, and vacancies will do it. S
Then whether thefe congregational churches thro’
thefe provinces may not juftly refle&t blume vpon them-
{clves, for too fupine negligent 2 frame of {pirie, to-
wards fo great an intereft, and {o noble an offi-¢, ir.-
ing they have {uch a fhare in government, acd canfair-
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. 1y refcue .Elgcmﬁl’vcs; and their own-rights,“ﬁy the power
and principles of their own cfience, when.their other
officers neglect duty ? | |

V. '_P E‘TI T IO N-

HAT you will pleafe to revife the ftudy, (and is
- A" - order’to it) a new impreflion of your platform.
~ It is very ufual for many gentlemen in your country,
landed men, and men of eftates, every .man to keép his
law-book by him, as his bible, the bible for the folace
of his mind, and the law-book for the fafety of his e-
ftate, that upon any defamation of title, or other in-
croachments, when his lands and properties are in ha-
Zard, he may know whither to repair for his direction,
and how to make his defence. "And {o methinks it
ihould be with the members of the churches, as to their
ftated rights by their cannon law ? That there thould be -
a kind of a penalty (if-the hazard in fuch a defect be
not punifhment enongh) on fuch delinquents, as live
members of Chrilt's vifible kingdom here, and yet live
without the platform, the ecclefiaftical political charter
of thefe churches.
I muft nceds fay, and I with I could whifper it fo
~ low, that the eccho might never rebound to Gath or
Afkelon, and yet be diftintly heard thro’ thefe churches,
"That I fear the impreflion of the platform is almoft ex-
tinct, if not quite worn out in the country. And that
as it was faid in the day of battle, under king Saw/, that
there was neither fword nor fpear found in the hand of
any of the people 3 o here, though your bibles which
1s the {word of the {pirit, is in every mans hand, yet
. poflibly, this {pear or neceflary weapon, in the defence
. of your gofpel liberties, your platform, is {carce to be
found in the hands of onc in a thoufand, thro’ all the
hoft of Ifracl. I do therefore advife my country, and
thefe churches, to furnifli yourfclves, and that you
would encourage the printers in this defign) and they
- ¢an {oon recruit you. -
My honorable and. dearcf friends,
If we are pufh’t on to battle, and our: weapons are
--then in the oar, we may juftly fufpeét we fhall be but
~-too eafy and cheap a conque for‘affailants, Therge-

]
1 L
-
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. foré furnifh yourfelves in good time with this piece of
‘artillery, that you may be well fix’'d and equipt for
fervice. . - : ~ A

Don’t you hear from the top of yonder proud and -
lofty mountain, the enemies trumpets, and their drums
beating a preparative ? Therefore let all the good foi~
~ diers of chrift be compleat in this and all other parts of
their armour, and at an howrs warning, unlefs you
reckon your treafure not worth defending.

VI PETITION.

HETHER it may not be very proper for thefe
churches, after fo long an interval, to admit of
this addrefs, viz. That they will pleale to meet or re-.
‘prefent themfelves in a provincial or general fynod ¢
That if there be any thing in our church government
‘which may want emendation, that (as they fay) it may

be done, Seécundum - ufum farum, or regularly and ac-
cording to the manner of thefe churches ;- or if there

be any new forms, needful to be inferted, or whatever
clfe mayin a way of order be thought necefiary for the
advance of religion, it may be fairly decided for the fer-
vice of the whole. And alfo, if it fhall then be judged
prudent, our principles for the feifing, and tryal of the
more ungovesnable, and ftouter fort ofdelinquents and
offenders, may be revifed, and fomewhat enlarged, that
{o it may be made very ealy for all particular churches,
to make out procefles again{t them, and that they fhall
find the churches fetters will hold them. That forever
after all fmall junto’s of men, or particular perfons,
member or members of the churches (let their chrac-
ter be what it may be) {hall be deterred from being fo
hardy and bold as to divulge their pernicious dodtrines,
and feditious fentiiments, with fuch prefumption, and
{fuch hopes of impunity, as fome of late have done.

Thus, Right honorable and beloved in Chrift !

I have nothing more at prefent to add by way of pe-
titiow to your felves, but enly that you will pleafe to
take this poor piece of fervice in good part.

- But tho’ it be but as a little goats hatr, or a badgers
- “hide or two, or {kins not well drgft, yet it may be fomte
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way ufeful for. the tabernacle. And tho' it won’
fhelter againft ftorms .of great thot, it may ferve to
' cover and fhield from fome flighter arrows.

But let it be what it may be in- every other mans
opinion, it is in mine (as to defign and intention) my
love, honor and loyalty to my God, prince and coun-
try, for whole fervice I was born, according: to the
received maxim, Non foli nobis nati fumus. And here
J pay one parfof my debt to thofe great creditors in
juch fpecies as I have; therefore I hope for pardon
from, and acceptance with all of them. |

My conclufion is with devouteft application to the
{fupream throne, that the almighty God will blefs the
great ANNE, our wife and proteftan¥ princefs ; New-
England’s royal nurfe, and great benefaétrefs, that the
may live to {ee all the proteftant churches thro”her vaft
empire, more virtuous and more united, and as they
all meéet and center with their differing perfwafions, by
their love and loyal aftions in her perfon and govern-
ment, ~Let her moft excellent majefty, next to Chritt,
continue abfolute in her empire over their hearts, and
as {he has made fuch a compleat conqueft, of all differ-
ing parties within her dominions, by her wife and vir-
tuous meafures, and thereby won all the fame of rule
and {overignity from her royal progenitors, whe could
never {o charm fuch mighty nations. Let her reign
continue the exafteft model for all courts in Europe !
and when the is tull repleat and fatished with length
of days, and the moft glorvious effcéls of a profperous
reign, let God favor her lafting and flourifhing name
with an unperithing monument, on which juftice {hall
become obliged to inferibe this memento, viz. “ Here
hes in funcral pomp, the princefs of the earth, the
ftore-houfe of all enobling and princely perfections,”
Lhat if all the monarchs on earth, have loft their ex
ccllencies, their ‘arcana imperii ther flate, wildem,
ikill in government, and all forts of heavenly, princely
and heroick virtucs ; here they may be found lodged
iz this onc ‘unparralled MONARCH. |

Let God blefs his excellency, and preferve the go-
vernment of the provinee, and et it continac always
1n the hands of natives, and let our countryy {ucge



-‘:[ 23 ]

fively breed men of fuch merit, as thall always enamor-
imperial majefty, with their loyalty and worth ; and
that their true deferts inay ever purchafe for them fuch
a high ftation, whilft they fha'l plainly.out-weigh their
rivals in the royal ballance. .And let them be always
patren to thefe churches, asan acknowledgement to the
crown of heaven, as the fettled condition of tenure
they hold by, and poffefs fuch royal demeinefs.

Let the greatand good God of heaven and earthblefs
thefe churches, the beauty of the wildernefs, and con-
tinue {o noble a. miniitry as they now have, and prof-
per and requite their faithful and unwearied- labors,
and let him continue the fucceflion, and furnifh the
next fet with greater accomplithments and virtue.

Let Chrift 7efus, the great theppard, who hath the care
of the flocks in the wildernefs, preferve inviolable, the.
ineftimeble privileges and liberties of -thefe churches ;
and let them entail them, with all other civil and f{a-
cred rights and immunities which they now enjoy, as
1 {ure eftate of inheritance, to the laft pofterity of this
_people. And let their children, and childrefis children
remain from generation to generation, until the world™
be done with 5 and the fun has left fhining,

So prays, the meaneft of all your ivrvants

in CHRIST,
JOUN WISE.

/

May 31, 1710,
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A N
AN S W OE R
To the Yoregoing
P R O P O S A L S

HE noblenefs of parentage, by the laws of
honor, entails on pofterity, (with other rights) a -
protection from all incivilities, but not from the aufterer .
demandsof juftice, when that is affronted and violated.
Juoftice keeping the golden rule, (Quo dat fuum Cuigue )
obferves no other diftinétions, than what it firft makes
in its diftributions amongft the rich and poor, the no-
ble and ignoble, it is no refpelter of perfons ; for that
it is fuperior to all men, and fits as a veiled emprefs,
holding the ballance to weigh out equal to each one
according to the merits of the caufe, and fees no
man.
. There beinr now under cognizance, fuch as are of
honorable families, and yet arrefted and brought by
duc.courfe of law to anfwer for high crimes, it muft
not be fuppofed rudenefs in manners, though they-be
jomewhat freely and rufty handled, whilft the profe-
cution is held agreable with the impeachment and rule
of juftice. And as for myfelf, who am under com-
miflion from authority, to appear in defence of my
country’s facred libérties : I can in my own juftifica.
tton, affiem, that I have no difhonorable inclinations,
~Rwtearry 2 juft. mind, fo as to condemn no man or
thihg, “but upon plain evidence, nor to aggravate any
plea beyond its juft bounds. :
Therefore, tho’ ia the following bages there may be
dfcerned, a great liberty in argument, with a mixture
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of fatyrs, as tho’.none but my mfermrs were invols.
ved in the charge ; yét ‘afcribe it “unto ‘my love'and -
veneration for fo great an intéreft as'I appear for, and
not to any bafc-intent of finKing the honor, or darken-"
ing the luftre of men. "1 neither defire, nordcﬁ nto .
hurt any man, no, ot fo much as an hait-ofi his head
but 1 folely aim at ERROR, that is the butt I level
for. -
"‘Thus h'wmg by this brief, but fincere apology, fecur-
ed the honor of my intentions, it I am worthy of
belief ; I fhall no longer interrupt the pmcefs,- but-
{hall nexd’y, draw up the ‘inditment, u upon whlch -
thefe prc-pofals are to pafs, and abide a tryal. |

And this I fhall do in 2 form: borrowed from fir
Edward Coske, the king's attorney, in the arralﬂnment

Of ir Walter Rawleigh, in thefe words.

ERE is mlfcﬁief mifchief in Summo Gradu ,.'

yea,exorhitant mifchief. ‘This is the chargeToffer
to make good againit the propofals, at the bar'of com- -
mon reafon ; in order thereto, I fhall proceed, and -
expect to produce fufficient evidence under ‘two heads.” -
. 1ft. By a few preliniinary queries. |

2dly, By a more critical ‘examination of- the prcapo- o
fals themfelves. |

t.” As introduttory, and for the brmﬂ‘mg in further
evidence againft the criminal propofals, now upon theic
tryal, I offer thele followmg queries,.

~ tft Query.

Wht:'ther the churches in- Ncw-Englm;d are not fau*ly
in poﬁ'cﬁion of a form of governmert, by which they
are diftinguifhed from moft of the reformed churches .
in the world, more than by their grace ? and if fo, |
(which no man that knows them will deny,) -then.ic
muft be {fome fuperior power, or their own. voluntary:
act, regularly obtained, that muft out-or difpofiels
them. Did an equal Cl'umel‘ appear, yet long and
quiet poﬁ'e{ﬁon holds againft a writ of ejeGment, a
- very ftrong -plea in the feffions, both of reafon 1@
faw ;- 'v:cmdmg to that '1cknowledged maxin, ngrmh

VR
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}’urz, mel’ or et G’andzha Pofi dmm, shen two plead an
equal right, he is in thé beft condition who is in pof-
ﬁ.ﬁion ; then it can be no lefs then a very mdrfputablc
right, and duly profecuted with effed, that can dif-

poflefs thefe churches of ‘their government. -

zd Ql}_e

’Whether length of time has dxfcovered any effential
error in the government of thefe churches ?

. And 1ft, it has, or 2dly, it has not.

1. If time has made any fuch difcovery, yet- the
propofals have not been fo” fair as to deteét it, or de-
tcribe wherein, orin what rélpe&. The great {ervice
thefe churches, with their government, have done, in
fubduing dnd beautifying a wildernefs, befpeaks fome
confiderable refpect from all'men,who value wifdom or
picty 5. that it muft needs feem a harth piece of juitice,
without any forial trial, for them to be driven froms
plent), and {ent to the do-ors of their own tenadts, to
beg for a booty, out of that eftate which was oncé their
own at leaft, by a {féifin i £act, if not in law 5 for that
the propofals kill, and take pofleflion.with. far Tefs ce--
yemony or Jegal formalltles, than Ahab did, in gaining:
the right of Naboth's vineyard 3 when as if there is any
eflential error ia their frame .or conftitntion, agd thae
they have. either ignorantly or treacheroufly affumed
any peculiar prerogative which belongs to Chrift’s
throne, as king, that was never their die to poflels
¢and fo being “confidered as ufurpers, are dead in law)
yet-notwithftanding it would not have offended againft
the laws of grattude in fending them to their graves,to
have put fome more marks of honor upon. them,, by.
certain folem and ufual forms of trial in the prologue
of their diffolution ; for théy have been certainly great
and good fervants to the public, that if they deferve to
die, they ought to dic under all the marks of honor
which juftice can allow. of, at the leaft a grand feffions,

a jury, and liberty to make plea in their own defence,
A’ﬂd under the influence of royal council, fhould have
been granted ; unlefs they may be treated as €conque-
rors, ferve unfortunate pirates, who when taken, -are

without form of law hung up at the yards-aym.
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2dly. But it no fuch difcovery can be made, whe-
ther it is 2 wife and juft thing for men to alter their
government ! The churches of Chrift in this countdy,
have been in poflefion of this form of government ;
and it hath been eftablithed by certain legal and orderly
familiarities, and univerfal confent ; and has continued
upwards of threefcore years. And as the poet fays,
Pervarios Cafus Per Tot Difcrimina Rarum Tendimus in
Celum, They have paffed various changes, and great
temptations, and yet to this day by this befome of
difcipline have been kept as clean fivept, as any churches
of God 1n the world ; and any fuch embroilments as
have lately happened in the churches, have been more
the folly of adminiftrators, in not keeping to the rules
of government, than from any defect in the conftituti-
on. Then what reafon have we to meditate a change ?
No, certainly; it will be more divine, and agreable with
the law of our religious gratitude, to join with the rev. .
Mr. Nicholas Neyfe, in his doxology, or ufe of trinmph
and praife for the great mercies he recites in his eleétion -
{ermon, p.79. fays he, Thanks beto God and the
king ! our houfes and our ldnds are our awn, without
every mans being at the coft of a charter ; ‘and yet we
have the liberty of our religion, and the frec exercife
of it, without fubfcribing new articles of faith, worfhip
or difcipline 5 which is a great favor of God, if we have

-

wif{dom and grace to improve it rightly.

Query, Whether the right improvement will be to

- alter the {cheme of our government or difcipline, fecing
‘no body elfe will do it for us? No furely ! But 1t will
be more agreecable, with both our policy and duty, to

tollow the good advice Mr. Cotton Mather leaves us in

his golden-ftreet, page 40, in thefe words,  Where

we have a platform left us that is according to the word

of our gracious Lord, and the pattern in the mount ;

we fhall be great enemies to ourlelves, if we do not

keep to it
- 3d. Query.
Whether it be not great boldnefs for any particular
gentlemen to invade, null, alter or weaken {o great a
right and propriety, as is the government of thefe

churches, without their confent ?
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Gmfernmcnt is the gr eatef’c blf‘fﬁng in the worlu, of
4. worldly nature ; it is felony, cheaper by far to the
loofers, to plunder men of their eftate and wealth, nay,
and of their lives too, then to difpoil them of govern-
ment ;- for by the latter, you harrafs and worry them
in' the world, with plagues and miferies, worfe then
death it felf that the bafeft is far better than no go-
vernment ; achurlith tyranny,is better than an infolent
anarchy, where men are without law, and all hail
fellows, not well, but badly met.. And for men to
alter or fwap government, withoutall interefted parties
are agreed, is-2 very bold intrufion. |

That, yea, that government which is in any good

menfure. formed, and does : agree with the natural free-
dom of human beings, and is adjufted by the laws of
wildom and honor, and plainly, and fairly eftablithed ;
is too much of God in the world, and too great a roy-
alty belonging to men, for any to play the knave or
fool with.
. Andwhen a government hath done all things in the
camain well, and has reaptin a great ftock of bleflings,
-now to thuftle it out of place, is ficklenefs, and not
.policy ; for a fenfible feries of bleflings will alw: :ys a-
. tone for fome feeming defelts.in a conftitution.
Therefore when .all Jfreal met at Ramah, in a general
aflembly, to alter their confular government, which
had been crowned with fignal bleflings, they-got 1iil
wiil in the court of heaven for it, 1 Sam. 8. % +

The great fuccefs which attended, ﬁqmﬁed it to be
.2 thec)cracy, and that it had more of God, than of
.man in it, which is an argument, (Caeteris Paribus )
for all other govérnments, and fo for this of New
England churches, which has been honored with gr eaf
fuccefs, and many blefiings from its beginnings.to this
day 5 therefore well does. M. .Cotton Mather defcribe
the fubjeét and advife his country, in his late fermon
on the ftreet of gold, fays he; (in a remarkable-pafiage.

-out ofa ]Etter) page 40. ¢ Here is 2 temple builty more
- glovious than Solemon’s, not of dead flones, but living
jaints; which may tempt the greateft queen of Sheba
tn come and {fee, and allure even kings from far to

come and worfhip in.  Thercfore, as to their govern-
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ment, (ﬁys hc) ﬁrs, do .not fpﬂ it, oh deffroy it not}
there is a blefling in it.,” "~

4th. Query.

Whether by comparing the propofals and our plat-
form, we don't find them repugnant, and {o contri-
diftory, that if one ftands, the other muft fall ?

And that we can as foon reconcile,a republic with
an abfolute monarchy, or the beft fort of - freé ftates
with a politick tyranny, or at leaft with an oligarchy,
where the chief end of government is the inriching, and
sreatnefs of its minifters ; and this we may do,when we
have compounded thefe propofals and our jzlatform {o
that as that faithful and noble friend to thefe churches,
the famous and learned Increafe Mather, D.D. in an
appendix to his differtation concerring the facrament,
laments feveral plots confpiring the. diffolution of thefe
famous churches, in thefe wards, viz. =~ The bold at-
tempts which have of late beén made to unhinge' and
overfet the congregational churches in  New-England,
by decrying their holy covenant, &c. ~ We'may here
juftly highten the complaint, and cry, Pro- Doloy ! hipe
Lachrime ! Alas, alas.! here’s the grief ! hence flows
our tédrs ! for here is a bold attempt-indeed, not only
to defpoil the houfe of {fome particular piece of furni-
ture, but to throw it qmte out at windows ; not on-
ly to take away fome of its-ornamenss, but to blow up
its foundations. For thefe bold attempts which that
WORTHY complains of, feem'now to be ‘grown'very
vampant ; for hereis in view a combination of work-
men difaffeéted with the fathion 6f the old fabrick,who
(in pretence) defign to repair, byt in reality to ruin 1he
whole frame. They appear (indeed) fomf:thmg in: tl e
manner of Nebemiah's men on the wall, Neh. 4. 15, as
it were with atrowel in one hand, wnh which they now
and then put on a little untc,mpﬂ.red morter, to pla:ttm
over a chink or two, where the old work by length ¢f
time, is fomewhat weather-beaten, to pacify thejealoufies
of the inhabitants, that they may think thefe builders
(furely) are mendmg, and not marring their old- com-
fortable habitation. Butin reality, they have'in the
other hand a formidable maul, notash: chemiah’s weapen
to defend, but to becak down the build; ng 3 for they are

L
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zll hands at work banging the platform in pieces, upon

which the old 1- abrick is built, That may not the

churches, and 2l their lovers {igh and complain, as once
o0

£
o L
]
t

cirs ity O Tempora! 0 Mores ! who would have

exnelicd ftch times and fuch things from fuch men ?
sth Query.

M & muit needs then enquire, From whence thé pro-

pofis derive th ir force £  Who gives them letters of

2120rasy, or ce*nml"ﬁon to fue thefe churches (by 2Quo

Jrerranis ) out ot poficflion of their government ¢ To

T needs contels) the attempt is very daring ;

s¢ no way of reconciliation, unlefs the fchem&

3l tb_ﬁ Propo sfals can be fairly fheltered under
sthentic and {pecious umbrage, than the

ss, tho’ o‘: the wileft of men, when thﬁy are
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the more critical examination of the propofals

es, which I fhall attend,
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initampt ﬂpO‘l human nature. Or,

rom the platform of the churehes, which 1s 2

government, collected by our anceftors out of

ountains, and principally from the {criptures.

purlulns this uimbunon, I {hall diligently en-
rether we can hear of their original under any

Ei h eads,

. Asto immediatein{piration, I muft needs prefume,
thefe gentlemen will not dare to affert, that they are {ent
immazdiately fromGod with this meﬁ'*ge to the churches g
00 gocd andwife to pretend (with enthufiafls)
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matter and manner of their writing, {ufficiently con-
vinces, that thefe propofals are their own fentiments 3
they durft not put, a, Thusfaith the LORD upon thems;
{uch an infeription s too heavenly and royal for fuch
coin 3 for both they and we know, according to, Deut.
30. 12. It 1s not in heaven, that thou fhouldeft fay,
who fhall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us,
that we may know it, and do it ? there is no need te
fend meflengers to that court, to learn by immediate and..
extraordinary information, either the laws of our duty
or-intereft ; for thatGod Kath made all things fufficient-
ly plain, by this time of day, either by {eripturé or rea-
{on, for the conduct and government of his churches ;
yea, of the fubjets of his univerfal intelle¢tual MO-
N ARCHY in this world.

2. As toancient revelation ; lioly {cripture,that beft,
tho’ not the biggeft o6f books, is the faints library, and
the clergy-man’'s pandects,whence he takes the rules for
the management or his truft ; {o thdt it is very amufing,
that the bible thould be forgotten in drawing up fucly
{chemes as thefe ; as tho’ the ufage of thie popes conclave,
which turns the bible out of doors for 2 wrangler, and
gives the chief feat to tradition, &¢. were here in fathi-
on. Indeed, I cannot but eftcem them very unfortu-
nate propofals, to be turned {o naked into the world, as
not to have theleaft tincture of Icripture to gaurd thetm
from contempt ; no, not fo much as a citation, that
might admit of {fo much as a {trained eonfequence im
their defence.  And {o, tho’ lefs prophane, yet they
are alfo lefs politick thien the moft defperate of here-
ticks, who always bring their ervors onthe ftage, gaurd-
ed with {criptures, and craftily éndeavour to make their
citations look with {uch an afped, as tho’ they were
encampt on their ftde.  But here we have nothing for
our faith to lean on, but {o many aufterer Ipfe Dixits,
as bitter pills of death for the churches to fwallow,
without any of the confection of heaven, or the fweet
manna {prinkled upon them ; or elfe only fo many na-
kcd human prefumptions, asarrows or bolts, too rafh-
ly thot out againft the {fides of our churches, and no
word of {cripture to tip or feather them.  Nay, itis
rcry memorablé, and I account fatal, and to be obfers-
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=d shar ’IO,_J,‘:E:’:E: {zcred title of the '1Im1ghty, witit
1-?5 ¢l the holv weuprare does fo abound, is not once
nim:sd aslcan ﬁﬂﬂ‘ in the whole treatife 5 as tho'
the o 2 ':Lid title s,a8 well as fections of that heavenly
: ‘1 move fears, and irritate jealoufies, rather
Jar down tolace and comfort upon this under-
5 Lheretore, in a wordy the whole bible is
throwa ov as 2 {2aled parchment, or as one that never
DroTRiies good to fuch adventurers. Therefore thefe
propoiais deing apprehended as fea rovers, and indict-
ed upon the fatute of piracy 3 and upon examination
s round v*lthout the prince of princes colours, and
TEL O 13 great m {chief, in affaulting and wounding
hiz churches and lawful fubjects, on their honeft oc-
cziion 3 Deing Dound On a voyage to their own coun-
try they can no ways in juftice efcape, but muft
pis under the fentence, and endure the pains of°
coat, tor thev are taken fighting without commiflion.
L As o RE A S O N.
R:51: Ratis, Right reafon, that great oracle in hu-
Talrs, 13 the foul of man foformed and endowed
D7 craation, 'rnth a certain {apacity or acumen (in many
particular examples, {harpﬂned by the conftitution of
miture, by grace and ftudy) whereby mans intellect is
nadaed 10 taseup (pro ‘Meduls, or in a degree) the
trus ilel or perception of things agreeable with,
221 czording to their natures. So that if we brmg
L

1'!

-

z¢i2 propofals under examination by the laws of rea-
193 3 we malt ﬁnqulre, whether they are agreeable
'th the marure and conftitution of the churches, if
TS A kY h.;mO nize with their principles of Eﬁéﬂtﬁh
thif ther mayv de enroled for canons ; but if they jar,
an+ ore plainly repugnant, we may then lawfully cen-
furd them, and oronounce them irrational.  Whether
t:.20: churches ars confrituted by {eripture or vealon,

v231 2T o2, that is not our qnemon, but being of fuch
z frzmez or coniritution, as they now arc, and always
Pive hzzng al who p"etenl to fupnosrt and preferve
tzem, and vat ta}:j fuch 'n_.ﬂh.uu;, as will utterly

=" ! b
1 s L

ceriaron aad diffblve tham, fuch rCDMuc‘- have ap-

cred the diies g booaveraniear of night

b o
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~ And hiere we may collect an indudton of fome=fow
hints of certain particulars for evidence ; the platfornt
afferts a clafles to ke no gofpel form of church order;
the propofals fay it is, or they abufe our credulity.
The propofals orders the affociation to have the firfk
cognizance of church cafes ; our government fays, no,
it belongs to the jurildiction of partieniar churches.
'The p[‘f)poﬁlls gives powcer 1o the afiociation to limit
eleftions, and to divet them ; but our government
{fays, no, it will not confent ; the election of oilicers
is the prerogative of the churches, and they went, as
yet, part with it, &c. 5o that when we can by the
rules of grammar, refolve yea and nay, to be he famie
voice and word then you may reconcile the propoials
and the platform 3 that certainly whatever there be ot
veligion, the method is apparently difagreeable with
common reafon.

4. Asto the PLATFORDM.

I {hall reprefent it by a kind of a fhort profopepa.
thus, viz. enquiring whether the propofals are reduced
from this fountain, the platform with all its chapters,
and with one joint confent, as plain as the tonguein
their héads can utter it, fay, that ever fince it pofleft
the government, fo much as dream’d of them. It may
{ay with deftruction, {7oh 28. 22.) we have heard of
the fame of thefe things, with our ears, but never ima-
gined {o much as a feminal virtue in our own being,
for their procreation ; but rather ftarts with the news of
their approach, out ot fear of its own diflolution, from
there repugnant and formidable nature. Therefore
as In a grievous fright from furprize, cries out
with Athaliah, treafon, treafon! And begs that zeal and .
confcience, thofe two {olicitors for the crown, will at
this grand court of Oyer and Terminer, implead and
profecute them-as traitors to the prince of peace, and
fclons to thefe churches, Chrift’s loyal {ubjelts. 82

I come,

2. To enquire into the nature of thef: propofils,
by furveying their compofition and properties,”

1tt. Their compofition.

Lhey feem a conjunction of almoft all the chtrch-

L.
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covernments in the world, and theleaft part is congre-
:oaz’. Indead, at the firlt caft of the eye, the
.2z icems to ba the fpﬁcrhe or ghoﬁ of pleﬂl}fte-
it T 12¢ government of the church by clafles ¢
viniol oot mitiaie, in intention there is fomething
coable of prelacy in it, only the diftinét courts of
citoos, with the n:‘..ples of the churches, tythes, {ur-
iz, and cther CTNAMEnts, do not thew themfelves

1

3 viid'e, a3 to be diicerned at thé firft look, yet with
. mirzicope vou may cafily difeern them really to be
azvein n’f._.-, ¢f in Rerum naturd ; for this is &
Enown maxim, Quid wnecellario Suém?ehegztur nom:
: A hat s '1::\..::.{'":11'11)" underftood, or lies hid in
a2 intendionof adefﬂ‘n, is really there, by a juft initei-
:-.-::u-.r:: , therefore thefe propofals which dare fevolt
ot 2 ftep, as thefe have done, muft needs uii-
S\ '":s.:z no lefs in their aimy than an enobling govern-
mzns for r:_.._rnv -men, which our princes and parlia-
n2nt adorned the churches with. "This {éeins

thof= Whlth nc‘:er fnck at robbmg the

4
;
£

™

rt

el
S i

{'Z‘z.

riThis ! ?1 1SNAnces. |

2ito fomething In it, which {mells ver}’*
ii7onC oI the inrndible hau, to qﬁ"ume the power of
masing ruies, to ingrofs all principles of procefs, the
2IZat oo c.sciion, the lafs aap,.,al the negative vote,
thelll Nt i’lg::ri:n:e nding power in matters ecclefiaitick,

[

I L2 DTEroZave of clergymen, diftint from all Other

e'izics, end minifters in government ;3 or thus, for the
c.erzv to monopolhize both the Ieglﬂatwe and executive
piticrcanon law, is but a few fieps from the chair
cruniverd: ol peititence, and by the ladder here fet up,
clergzymen muy, if they pleafe, clamber thus high 3
for whaa th :v are invelted with what is in thefe pro-
noinis srovided Pnd intended for them, who then can
cantroul them, but the Almighty himfelf? as was {aid
daring men, Gen. 11. 6. And now nothing
w1 be refrrained from them, which they have Imagm-
7 do 3 for who can now with-hold from them 1n-
"Ly, o ftop the direful and defintive fentence 2
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Who-.can limit their power, or fhorten their arm 1n
their .executions ? Their bulls ¢an now upon any af-
front, -bellow and thunder out a thoufand terrible cur-
fes ; and the poor affrighted and invilal'd laity,
“hoth princes and fubjets (being here at in the grave,
ut under one and the {ame topick) muft forfeit theis
Eﬂvation, if they don’t tamely fubmit, and obedicntly
become their executioners 5 for that itis now evident,
that all pawer is if not really given, yet formerly ftolen,
and in intent bequeathed to them. -
2dly. Their properties.

ift. Property,is diforder. Order is both the beauty
and f{afety of the univerfe ; take away the decorum
whereby the whole hangs togetter, the great ffame of
nature 1s unpin’d, and drops*piece from piece 3 and
out of a beautiful ftruture we have a chaos. -Thefe
propofals are therefore very mifchievous,if not in mat-
ter, yet'in the manner of produétion; they arc full
of diforder, being things born out of due time, their
conception is without countenance, from the rule of
order. Indeed, there is no ftatute 10 be found that
will juftify the firlt coltus of the parents, neither will
any allow their {ocial life ; that the birth muft bear
the attender, of being bath begotten and born, out ok
lawful wedlock, and fo in point-of honor fall under
the cenfure of the Levitical law, and muft bs kept
back from promotion ; for, Deut. 32, ¢ A baltard
thall not enter in:o the congregation.”

That to pafs all other remarks, if we are under
miftake in the aficrtions; I then demand and enquire,
where is that lawful authority, which pubiithed 12 gal
banes, with the confent of all the interefted perf{ens,
and the regular confummation of the match-? If any
rule can be found to thelter and honor the concepticon
and birth, let it be produced ; and it efcaping othes
felonies with lite, this {candal. {hall be taken off 5 but
otherwife it muft remain as 2 bar to the tenth genc-
ration,

The 2d. Property is ufurpation. The propofals ap-
pavently ufurp the church prerogatives. It has bzen
aflerted, and it is true, thefe churches have been [=t.
tied upon the platform of their own governmes  for
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upwmds of ﬁxty yC'u‘s ;* they have. oftcn revxﬁ:d and
re-inforc’d ‘the ef’cabllﬁlmcnt, bmh as the princip les of
their confociation and union in genual and the-form
of government, for every church in particular, Then
- for thefe propofals without licenice to affume a leglﬂa-
tion, and form of a government, {o repugnant to their
,own, can be no lefs than ui’mpm“ a dominion over
.them, contrary t to the rule, 1 Pzt. 5. 3. neither as bemg
‘Tords over God's heritage Leffer alts ag’lmﬁ empire,
hath coft many.a bold man his head ; 'What ! for a
particular knot or junéto of gentlemen to nake {o bold
with a fettled government, as to pick out all the enob-
lmg royalties, liberticy and enfranchizements in it; and
- Jacrilice them to thel‘r own memon Tt is cnuunh w-
. put mankind into an uproar. - .

It is frefh in memory, that when fome of our Engln‘h
princes (and one would think, ifany men may, they
nny be allowed to afpire, yet when they)-have prefum-
ed on lefs things than thefe propofals reach after, i
gratirying their alm at an abjolute monarchy, when as
they have not dared fo layout with fuch freedom, 4 new
formof government,wnhawlde mouth,gapmgto devour
the Englifh liberties, (as théfe propofalsdo the churches,)
- but only with much fecrecy, covin and policy, they
;thLr by {fome : more clandeftine, meafures been intrud-
~ing upon the antient liberties of the Englifh nation.

Every one knows what direful convulfions this has
bred in the bowels of ‘the angdom. And may it not
ferve 1o cnliven this plea 7, To invite all fuch who are
with Plate, ownersofa gr éat geniusatinventing new, or
" modelling old gevermncnt, to try their Akill in ﬂtel ing
. the Lnnh{h monarchy, and fee how it will be pr obated.
That is, fuppofc you fhould venture to interdict the -
royal aftent, or convert the plcﬁ:nt monarch into a
ke of Venice, or diffolve the Jords in. parliament or
- (vather in harmony with this {chemne) turn the bur-
acfles and kaights of the fhires (as a fou of men not
jit for politics in parvliament) out of dooys 7, And whe-
ther our fovereign, the pecrage, or fubjedls of Enplith
liberties would take it well?  And .whether chriftian
men mav make boldér with the eftablifhed government
uf Chriit's churches, than with that-which b=dengs to
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civil affiirs ? Inhonor to the New-England chtirches,
and with veneration for the Englith monarchy, I dare
affert, that there’is in the conftitution of our church -
government more ofthe Englifh.civil government in it,
and it has a Better complexion to fuit the t:uc Englifl
{pirit, than is in the Laglith church, orany other, both
as to the legiflative and executive part of government.
- Indeed, confidering-how things are at-home in church
and ﬁate, I'have been fometimes ready to query, . why
the-nation fhould be fo enamoured with their civil, and
yet fo carelefs and regardlefs of their gofpel libertics, {o”
as to truft their confciences, with their clergy, more
- inmediately, and yet wont venture their eftates with
their learned judges, without the privilege and medmu
tion of juries ; as tho’ they were more careful and wife

in fpcuung their eftates than their*fouls, and: mluet.
one tar more than the oth r. But I{hall-go on with

the comparifon.
1. Asto the legiflation ; our Nsw-England convo-

cation admlts, and the government docs profefs the
traternity as neceffary to the.being of all fynodical af-
jemblies, that as far as legiflation {piritual, is left to
men, and as they have a great treafure, viz. wieir fal-
vation embarked, {6 they have a great intereft In the
mamg&ment of it 4 and herein they agree with thé -
ghith caution and wifdom, in the modes of civil govern-
~ment of the empire ; for the commons- are one greay

eftate in the civil legiflation ; and they have a great
power 1 the management of that great traft,

2. As to adminiftration, orthe executive pzntr,f .,rg
verpment, our New-Zugland government grants a jurl-
dical power to the fr'ltermty, and makes them.proper
judges in all ecclefiaftical cafes and admlmﬁratlons, .n
per (ons cognizable, or that muft pafs a teyal juridice ;
which 1s agreable with the conftitution, nature and
practice. of the civil. government of the empire 5 for
under the profecutions of law, no Englifh fub):(t
in life, limbor. eftate, muft be paﬁ: upon, but by the
judgment of hiss PEERSs ; yea, in all" pleas of the
crown, fuch confidence has the government put in the
loyalty and difcretion of the cominons, that our Eng.

b yuries ave ftated achitrators, and um anes ‘wtv CQs
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-ur prince . and his: ﬁlbje&s. Yea fuch a dependance
“has the whole mation in keeping thefe libesties:in their
-own -hands, ‘that they reckon the commons in parha-
‘ment and juriesin the common- wealth, to be the great
piilars of Englifh honor and fiberties, and they efteem
-them-as ramparts .built by the wifdom of ‘our anceftors
-to defend us from: tyranny and flavery.

That confidering the -affinity in thefe :itwo conflitu-
tions, one would be ready to.query, “whether-tl.¢ hero-
‘ick trne.Englifh- fpirit is -not. parent to both? Or
‘whether they. are not equal -debtors to.the gof-
pel, for their original ? The 'improvement of this
comparifon is briefly this ; fuppofe fome. of the great
‘minifters of ftate fhould venture to fweep away
“all thofe civil enfranchizements whichare Englith-mens
birth-right, and fet up .an.arbitrary power, with.a pre-
tence of doing juftice. and judgment in -the; kingdom,
by more corcice and expedite meafures, whether they
‘might not be feized ¢ And -whether the ftatutes would
‘not be chains ftrong enough to-hold them, as traytors,
to a well formed government, - and -then laid -faft by
- 2 mittimus for great uforpers ! And whether -the
“plea will not hold in juft proportions, on.the other
- fide of the comparifon ?
ad. Property ‘Riotous. The nature of a.riot may
* {in part) - be thus defcribed,.it . is an unlawful aflembly
of.more than three met in one'place, to do an unlawful
- a&t, as violently breaking down'f walls, and pulling up
of hedges, and. wrongfully. entering into. other mens
‘rights and” poﬂ'e{ﬁons, and that in-altfray and terror of
‘the 'people. "In'managing this plea, I {hall only de-
fire ‘that - the - illegality of ‘the aflembly which -formed
thefe propofals, with’ the objects and things they intend,
and the ancient boundaries which they plainly’ invadé,
togéther ‘with'the fearful :apprehenfions that-many

good and fober people in the vicinage have concerning
- the enterprize, may.be critically examined ;-and-I doubt .
" not but:wheniwe obtain the fuffrage of this honorable
- eourt, it will determine, the impleaded crimijnals-are.of
a riototis nature, and. fo the mdz&mem will - ftand
more wvalid ag'un& them.

- 4th.Property, Sacriljgios, a:ﬁ. sth. P;:opel ty, Rebellics.
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Tt grievés ine to utter the epithites-agreable with the:
nature of thefe propofals; yet they muft blame their:
oWt navare, but'not my juftice, if I give them but their
due 3 for I find thein in the breach of a-royal ftatute ;-
yea, I think of a penal law. This is plain, -they take
away the liberties, privileges, difcipline and: govern-.
ment of thefe churches, all which are eftablifhed to
them by the law 5 and that not only by their own
canons, but by the laws of this province, as by a royal’
Migna Charta, viz, in'an a& for the fettlemient and
{fupport of the: minifters; page 3..in- thefe words,"
¢ The refpective churches in thefeveral towns within
this' province, fhall at- all times hereafter fe, exercife
atid -enjoy: all their privileges and freedoms, refpeting
divine worfhip, cliurch-order and difcipline ; and fhall
be eicotiraged in the peaceable and regular profeflion
and pri &tice théreof.,” - - o .

" This d¢t (as on¢ fays on the great charterof Englifh

liberties) deferves to be written in letters.of gold; and |

hung up in all our houfes of Gods public worthip, to
fignalize the zeal (in the prefence of God, angtls and
men) of the authority of the thirone and empire, for the
eftablifhing of thefe chufches; and Chrift’s intereft in
them: Now, confidering that the power, policy, and
grace of the Englifh crown, fhould, thus lock up the
churches treafure for them ; and {et fuch a centinal,
with the faming {word of juftice 1n its hand, to dread
and awe intruders, it muft ‘needs bg a very bold a&ion;
(if it been’t plump rebellion) to attempt or defign fuclt
a {fequefteration-or imbezelment as the propofals DQO. -
6th. Property, Unfuithfolnefs, Sc.
- 4th, -Property, Ingratitude: -

Tor the ftewards of greatfamilics, when advanced
to honor, and-a profitable truft; by the free-eletion and
grace of noble-men, when theiriords-arelaid down to
reft, and fleep too fecurely, orare gone out of town,
with this prelumption, that their eftate is fecure, it. be-
ing putunder the care of loyal truftees, and thankful
{ervants 3 now for fuch truftees and ftewards,upon fuch
opportunities to pocketup, or load away the:riches of
the family, and'fet up for themielves,and leave the pro-
prictors ‘beggars, whom they-found in weglth and plens.
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tyyis both infidelity and ingratitude. Now let the
churches be plutk’t and deplum’d, as the propofals in-
tend, and they.are after the poflefling a fair eftate, be-
come bankrupts : And let thofe ftewards that are guil-
ty, anfwer for the robbery ; for my part, I will have no
thare inje. . . T |

. * 8th. Property, Impolicy.. -~ - - .

. And T am fare there is great- ftore of this in' thefe.
propofals.; Ifhall inftance but in two particulars. |

. . In tming the chillenge thatis-here made,to brave
a rich and powerful enemy at fo .great a- diftance, and
vite him by. found of trumpet to a pitch’d battle,when
furprize and ambufhments might be laid, and do, the,
work with the expenee but of a tenth part of the blood .
which this may coft, This is not agreable with the art,
of war 3 Aeditophel would .have put a derifion upon;
fuch meafurzs.,  Facoh’s fons when taking a_bloody de-
fign in hand, firft contrived to ftupify and blunt the
courage- of their enemies, and then came upon them by,
furprize, ¢'re they could.arm in their own defence,;
(tho’ it does not juftify their cruelty, yet it magnifies.
their {ubtijty) for thereby they brought their . defign as.
bout 5 whenas if they had gone a more blunt and dar-,
ng way to work, Simon and Levi had not been half 2,
breakfaft for the Hivites. Gen. .34, 2. -

. bohere, had the churches been convened; and no: -
noife made of of this defign, they poffibly (tho’ their
trea fares are fortified by right, and fo in fafety, and.
their tro0ps more, tento one, than their enenxies) yet by
ana‘hnzats or {urprize , they might bave chancedta
havebeen coakered or conquered out of all, by being flat-
t~red, ovar-awed, or-over-argued, into a; furrender or
fubmifiion s but we-may now rationally hope the alarm
will rovze the whole camp, and each, fquadron will .re-
bound it to the next with.a binc Proyimas Urit Ucala-
gon 5 and {o the plot may upon a defeat,-blame its own
bad condut, more than -its fortune. e

2. The defign itfelf (Quo-ad fluam Executionis) let it

come to birth, as 'i1s defigned or defired, and the very
heavens would eithér frown upon, orlaugh at it for.its
folly : If we examine the climate of the country, the
degrees of latitude, and the Jeverg {tars that chielly go--

<
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Yern, thére is no good policy in.thedéfign ; fo that, me
thinks the ainiverfal frame of nature crigs it- down. for a
Non compos-mentis; for there are nofuch great.creatures
asare here concewcd can fare:in -hard:cold countries as .
thé camelion does i warm, there muft be a very great
hoard to fupport them and nature dogs honeftly con-
fefs, the ¢anniot anfwer the bills-of fare;-which belong
to their table, and do herduty to the royal exchequer :
and this muft bé maintained, or-all breaks to: pleces. o

Again, letit be conﬁdcred whether it been’t great
intelleCtudl weaknets, or-want of policy, for one gene~:
ration to contrive needlefs loads; for the next,efpecmlly
when they may get as well to heaven, withdut carrying
fuch packs along the road ? It has been univerfally the,
humour of mankind, accordmg to the laws of naticns
and nature, ‘when- roufcd by the regular diftates -of;
{elf-love; to endeavor that every followiiig . generation
might be more lightfome, free, noble and: happy thm
that which did immediately preceed. -

They fay the Chinces dig clay and ufe it not, but‘
leave it heapt, orin pits, mellowing for the next age. .
Every prudent ‘man-builds his houfe for duration.
The prince-enlarges and betters- his dominions..; The -
peafant iweats -to. advance his eftate, and. then-each
leaves all in greater triumph to their heirs. - _.

. The Kentifb Yeomantry are had in honor t6 this day,.
for not {tooping to -the conqueror) till they had con--
ditioned, and thereby fecured their fair eftates of lands
in fee and free-holds-for -ever ‘from-all forfeiture by
felony, according to their.country proverb;

.+ - The father to-the:bough, ! .
i The {on to the: lough.; RIS

Such is the merciful fore-ﬁght of mankmd,} and his
charitable care and: :fore-caft: for.fuch as fhalt follow,
tho’ they may never. be feen’ or: knmm by .their wile
progenitors. - . - oo R

But here s plalnly a conf p1racy ver y heteregemous -
to {uch judicious. aéts. of human pmv;dence s a de-
fign plainly, ifpot,perféctly: o .antlave,. yet to: bring
POﬂﬁ‘lltY ntp »aacedléfs:: vaﬂ'ctlage and-thraldomi; <i;. *

‘This-is 4n. acknowlcdged Nerlty amon UPc mﬁ‘: ﬁilmﬂ%s |

r
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That that monarch who has the command ‘of the feas,
can‘at his pleafure command any maritime. ¢>untry,
And fo, thofe men who have the command and em-
pire of the ‘confticnce of ‘mankind, ' can command
their eftates, and ‘indeed whatfccver elfe 7is grateful
tO them, 5 * :
" Then, where-abouts are we in our pohtwks, when
- we have delivered up the royalties that are challenged ? -
and in what a weak capacity fhall'we leave pofterity in 2
Nay, thefe virtuofo’s themfelves -{eem to be hardened
with the oftrich againft their .own natural iffue, un-~
lefs the thing would i chance to fpring up as quick ae
Fonas’s goard, and hang as full of pearls and diamonds,
as the feas, and rocksof India, and they themfelves fhalt
have the firft thake, and fill 'all their coffers, with this
hirveft, or at:leaft, that they ‘are affured that they éan
arid fhall entail their offices 4s fecuwly as their Jands,
upon’ their own children; as was the order of p*ngﬁ-
bood, and the fathion of the houfe of Levi. - Butalask
Thfe modés are hll worn out and made null; and fuch
mens fons, as we are now treating of; fall in with the
multitude, and muft carry their eqtial ‘fhare of the com-
mon load';ithat {hould -the projeft  prevail, -under
their management, " (might the}’ but 10010 up out ‘of
their graves in about half an "age) they may complain
in elegy, after the manner of Virgd-withlus, Sic vos non
wobis' bos £go verficulos feciy Tubit alter Honorem. 'Thefe
verfes I made, butanotherman carries away the honor.
So thefe gentlemen might ¢’en {'a'y, we -have contrived.
to greaten the clergy, and with bees have filled 2 rick
hive ; and built a'fair neft well féathered, but our pof-
terity we fee, is néver the warmer, " nor mll they lick
their fingers of'it ; ; and not only - {oy-but.are- the :men
that muﬁ make up the-itenth ﬂlea‘f and “ideliver ‘ the
tenth cock, calf and’lamb unto’ others out! of poor:
demefnes.  And alfo it may juftly beget a mournful
rememberance in pofterity of their parents, and make
them : oftea look:: with' :a fad “countenance upon
their: fathers’ gmves, not becaufe theyare dead, bt bes
eaufe they had' not ended their days fooner, viz. : Be-:
foré this fcheme (foroppreffive gad ‘cruel. to*'thelr {mall

frecholds) had taken effeét under their management.

L 18
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2. We come now according to engagement, to take.
a furvey of the propofals in their diftinét feftions. -
Lo SECT- I.'_r . L
HAT the minifters of the country form them-
- felves into aflociations, that may meet 2t Proper
times to confider fuch things as may properly lie before:
them. , T S e
Anfwer. There is no, doubt or queftion to be made,
but that the minifters and paftors of Chrift’s churches.
may meet_in greater, or lefler numbers ; for theyare.
mafters of themfelves, and no more accountatle how
they. fpend their time, than other men are; but to
meet at certain times and places, as political incorpo-
rate bodies, or in the form of clafles, for the exercife,
and management of government, this nwuft be de-
termined by fome - precept ifued from a legiflativé
power ;. and without this; fuch who give the advice,
and exhibit the call, are very difpotick and arbitrary ;
and thofe who attend it, are fervile in their fubmiffion;
for that there is no man in his right wits will take thig
honor unto himfelf, ¢ but he that is called of-God, as
was Aaron, Heb. §. 4.” The offer or invitation, bids
defiance to our conftitution 3 for our platform dénies
the claflical ftate of the church under Chriit, Ghap.
2. Seét. g. Therefore this is a darving article, in the.
criminals cafe 3 and as it ftrikes at the vitals of.our
government, it muft in the TRIAL bear weight ac-
cordingly. o - :
Sect. And that each of théfe affociations have a
moderator for a certain time, who thall continue ulil |
another be chofen, who may ¢all them together upoa
emergencies. | o *
. - Anfwer. _
ift, What limits {hall be affigned for the precindls.
of every diftin{t aflociation ! Or' may we conclude
the beft model is to follow the civil diftinctions made
by the counties ¢ And if {o, then the paftors of each
clafles are {cattered through!a territory of twenty or
thirty miles fquare, more or lefs, and.then it muft
nceds follow,-that the moderator,. to difcharge his-du-
ty, provide meflengers to.cite all thefe diftind gentle-
men upon any ¢mergency 3 but the great'difhculty. is,

t
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What kind' of meflenger it muft be, whether king
Solomois’s ‘tell-tale bird “ may be truftéd with matters of
fuch importance {- ory whether® the moderator muft
re-imburfe- him ? Or; muft he go on his own coft,
contrary to equityinthat law ? rlor. g. 7. “Who gocth
to W;trfgre on his. qwn charge ?” It-is apparently an.
error, that care hath not been taken to find horfe and.
man, and baiting-places for both.oa this journey, other-
wife for a legiflative power to prefcribe chargeable
offices, and leave them deftitute of a temporal fupport,.
‘they muftiof neceflity die to fave charges, or turn
- mendicantsy - or hope- in- their travel to meet with
the prophets juniper-tree ; all which are as difagreeing:
with good reafon as the propofal it felf. ‘
- 2. 'The moderator hayan unlimited power during
the prorogation of the ‘aflembly, (1.)- He muft judge
of emergencies, that he may fummion the members ;
and being lefe vefted with fuch a prerogative, if after.
he has made his citation, he recants, he can ‘then
countcrmand hLis own order, though the gentlemen

fhould be all. mounted, and ready o move. “(2.) If.
there chance to be an emergency ¢f cominon coneerns
ment, if ke finds his own {favorites invohe! 1 the
guiit and danger ; he then sives no'notice, bur iiitles’
the bufinefs, and fo cheats the company. (3.) And
upon any difguft, it is now at his mevey to null the
whole frame ; for he muft be in place till another be:
chofen ; and how will they get tcgether, i he will
not give- the word ? Unleifs they are créators of thems

{elves the fecond-time, as they:-were the firft. That
to inftitute fuch charitable defigns without « fund, and:
tie {uch truft and dominion on the fhouiders of men.
after fuch a lax and carelefs manner, and lcave thent

at fuch Joofe ends,” as eafily to make .fools of men ;

for my own part, [ flight {fuch methods in govern~

ment,
o SECT. IL |
THAT queftions and.cafes of importance, eithe#
28 provided by themfelves, or by others prefented:
unto them, fhould be upon due deliberation anfwered.
| s Anfwer, - -
I fuppofe there is nointcat to credt a young .or

{1
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mock-royal fociety, or that all queftions -and ¢afis of:
experimeptal philofophy be admitted’; if it fhould be
fo, I think this fome-what .touches ipon theé pieroga-
tive of the crown, and may be ¢alled - in queftion, un-
d=r the head of high - mifdemeanors, if not Pro Crimint
lefe Majeftatis 3 but howfoever, tho’ there bé no dif-
tinftion made, yet we will take it in a more charitable
fenfe, and that the propofal (in intent) is swholly confi«
ned to church matters ; andif fo, we muft then enquire, -
how many deep queftions can be found in our coun-
try, grown mouldy with the Gibeonites bread, tor want
of wife handling.? - Or can we find any fuch beaps of
gordian knots, as Opprobria Theologorum ? Uhe reproach
ot divines laid up againft this confiftary mext, to untic
them, that we mult nceds moleft our old fertlgments ior
tueir {folution ! For-my own part, I cannot ¢auiprehend
the propofal, unlefs it be a plot to introduce the enemy,
that 1s in the reer, that is, by making fhew of great 1
Inminations, we may be dazeled with their lufire, and
thereby the more eafily taken in the fnare here laid.
Dut however, to conclude, as the wife faysof things
more phyfical or avtificial, Eccle. 1.- So I may fay of
queftions and cafes, there are none new under the {uns
"They have been all well fpoken to ; every learned cafuift,
is tull of them, &c. And. Ames and Turrettinus, &c.
Far a few {hillings will do no more in a month, for an
inquifitive mind, than this"propofal can do.in the tedi-
ous apprenticefhip of many years, then certainly, coms-,
puting by rules of proportion, we can no ways expeét
that the clear gains thould countervailthe greatdamage.
we fhall fuftain by {wapping-governmerits upon theie
terms. . | . IR
o > ECT. I |
THAT advice be taken by the affociated’ paftors,

from timé to time, ere they proceed to any ati--

on in their particular churches, which may be likely to.
produce any imbroilments, . - S IR

- S Anfwer. N

- This is very. difhonourable, and alfo a very unrcafon-

able incroachment upon the officers and governmcnt of

the churches. | '

It divefls the officers of the frce exercife of that of-,
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fice- authorlty, whichGods word and our plitform pla-
ces in them § vead Platf. Chap, 10, Seft. 8; 9. Thefe
are to feed and rule the churches, they are to ‘rective
the accufations, and prepare them for the churches
hearing.  This fetion of the platform fixes both . pro-
cefs and judicature in particular paftors- and churches,
without any limitation ¢° But the propofal aliows no
procefs to be opened, till letters of licence be obtained,;
from.the claffes.  But why may not all other perfons
in office be thus fettered, as well as the. paftors
of churches ¢ * Are thefe the only ftudents of wifdom:
and righteoulnefs, that are firangers to the nature of
actions, to the rule, and the application of it ? Allo-
ther officers, 1n truft and commiflion, who are wife and
loyal, execute the hardeft articles in theu' employ 3 and
- who may fay to them, why do you fo ¢ Our judges ne~
ver ftick to hang a man, lo long as their commiffions
and the law will bear them out, and they themfelves are:
left, to be interpreters of both, And that this propofal
is a fanCtuary for officers againft 2 ftorm 5 alas ! the
moft that we can'make of it, is a covesring of fig-leaves,
and may ferve for a har bour to cowards and fools, but
not for men of fpirit and condu&. The-dream of an
embroilment, can never .counter-poize duty ; if men
are trufted withduty, they muft confult that, and . not
cvents, If men are placed at helm, to fteer in all wea-
ther that blows, they muft not be afraid of the waves, or.
a wet coat.
- 1tIs certain,-it was no dimunition for Zimothy to car-
1y St. Paul’s cloak and parchments from Troas, 2 Tim.
4. 13. Yet for purticular poftors in the management
of church-government to do little more than to.carry
the copies “and parchments of affociations aboit the
country, and hang up their decrees on'the pillars of
churches, according to the order of the propofal can
never entitle them to fuch a tribute of love and honor
as the fcripture does affign them, as the purchafe of -
their great merits, 1 Tim, 3. 5. 1 Thef. 5. 12, 13. "Such
bequeftments, "as thele from the fountain of honor,
mauft fignifie more than fome fuch poor low fervile bu-
finefs (no ways too high for Fercboam’s prieft to exe-
cute) as 154111d outin the propofal, but efpecially. if.they
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have but fome one head man to conduct and draw up

. the conclufion.: | -
Sect. . That the affocxated pa{tors do carefully and

and lovmgly treat each other with that watchfulnel, s
which may be of univerfal advantage.

- Anfwer 1ft, Whether watchfulnefs is proper, or a
term applicable to perfons fo qualified, fo facred, and
in fo high a funétion as thofe who are here mtended ¢

2dly. Whether to inftitute watchmen over watch-
men,be Dot the way to_diftribute the clergy into infe-
rior and fuperior- degrees, and {o ad infinitum,. &e. or
at leaft till the churches of this country (for you muft
know. "this is one propofal made for their fupport) be

{fupported and well ordered by fuffragons, metropoli-
tans, and other great pillars of thofe churches, wherg. -

clergy-men 'in higher-orbes, infpect thofe in the {ame

order, who are beneath them iggtuit and dignity ?
3dly. But if yon intend honeftly, only the watch of

one.brother over another, as is the duty of all chrif
tian people, one towards another, then I cannot under-
ftand the {enfe of the word, as applicable hcre, mth
the leaft-good rneamng or fyntax imaginable. .

tft. Fortho' there is a defign of new modelling. of
men, and bringing clergy-men into another form of
{ociety. ; yet there is no,intent dwulged that they fhall
co-habit, bed and board together upon certain cha,n-
ters,  as the fryars or benedictines, in their roy,a,l
monaftriés. Indeed, the feftion might have been:ina
groft with the firft canogns of the Damm:mm, or St.
Bennets laws, when firft entring upon their monaftick
life ; but it no ways agrees with this conftitution.

2dly. For, as for the occafional meeting of: men,
crrunentl {ober and virtuous, what bufinefs can be fup-
pofed for a watch, for about the fpace of twenty four,
or forty. cight hours infuch examples ? Very bad men
will hold out longer than {o, in a good behavior, under
the awe of ‘but fome’ one vencrable perfon, or 2 grave
Cato. 1 - *
- 3dly. And. when thefe eminent pm fons, members.
of the -affociation, are’ difperfed ;to, their own proper,
preciné, therpropofal:furely. does mot intend they fhall
follow the chargéable example of prinecs, who. ufuallj;

-
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keep I'pzcs in cach others courts, to inform themftlves,
how things are managed there; for its plain, the
char~c and expence in managing fuck 2 -watch as this,
wilt reduce all-cler rgy-men to this dilemma, - That they
muft cither vote up-the falary, or vote down the
method. DBut then the thing it felf is not fair ;. for it
would feem as tho’ they watched more for the halting
than the help of each other. Butas for the propofal
a riadle I found it, and a riddle T leave'it., ~ .

Sect. And.that if any minifter be accufed to the
aflociation where he belongs, .of fcandal or herefy,
the matter thall be there examined,and if the affociated.
minifters find juft occafion for it, they thall direGt a.
calling of tisz councxl by which foch an oﬁ'endcr is to

be proceeded againft.
- Anfwer. I muft boldly and freely enquire, whether

this is .an honeft ‘arfwer to the -queftion propounded
in .hehead ‘ot the propofals ? Or.whether in'reality
this is the {upporting, preferving: and well ordering
the intereft of the churches there meant ¢ If you. mean
as you fpeak, I am fure there is either fome difhonefty
or ﬁ)me mifunderftarding between the queftion and
the anfwer ; for it can’ poﬂibly be otherwife, unlefs
the .parts of fpeech are late'y become a chaos, and alk
words are not only of the doubtful gender, but fich
unreafonable epiceens, that not only both kinds, ‘bub
both contraries are fignified in them 3 or thus, that-to:
build, plant, repa:r, pluck up, pull down and demolifh,:

are all now become _convertible terms 3 for take
away théfe high prerogatives from the churches, and
vou take away their being.” Thefe and fach like.
royaltres, ave their Formalis ratio, or the formal caunfe
[ pér Quam Res ¢ff id qued ¢ff ) by which they are; what
they are 3 and this will be verv evident, if we do but
fead a fhort le€ture on the churches effentce anatomiz’d,.

or 1zt their eflential and conftituent parts and poweérs
be viewed in the. hiftory, and phylofophy of their own
beings, and wz fhall quickly difcern your miftake ;.
for that-end read- platform, chapy 5.{€ct. 2. Ordinary
church power, viz, of privilege belongs to.the brother
hood, and inay be alted or exercifed. immediately. by:

themfelves. And more directly to theicafe i hanfl,y
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1001: 110 chap. 10. felt. 6. Where tliere we;read, If
an elder offend incorrigibly, the .matter {o requiring;.
as'the church had power to call him to office, {o they
have power;-according to order (the.council of other
churches, where 1t may be had, direting thereto) to
remove ‘litm from hls office; and -being now but a
member, in cafe he:add contumacy to his fin, the
church that had power to receive himinto. their tellow-
thip, hath alfo the {ame "power to ¢aft him out, that
théy have concerning-any other members. -

Now herein we ﬁgnd an eflential article in the g0~
vernment and-being of thefe churches, that they have
and hold fuch jurifdi®ion over their own memb;rs
thit the higheft tribunal ecclefiaftical onearth, is thercu
and thie their own dclmquent private membels, and
piiblick officers are tryable only there,  and there they
muﬂ: receive- the deﬁmtwe fentenice, and ‘abide the
cxecution of it. -

And if fo, thenl ‘hall mike bold to revive my quer'jr
again, viz. Whether the propofal is either honorable,
civil or honeft, thus to tumble down at one blow, this
high feat of 'mthorlty ? and to.break open our prifon
doors, and loofe the fetters of our great offenders fand
at the beft, to take them out .of our hands, and make
their mittimus . to foreign paftors to do juftice upon
them; and yet in the mean time, to profefs, they are
doing us no other injuries but only repairing and mend-
mg our churches ¢ Again, whether this is fair, and.
work-mian-like amongft honeft men ?

But to make a ftop here, I muft remind you, thar this
head is not to be pafled over flightly; for this is the.one
thing in the effence of our churches, it is their pu,ulm
infranchizement and birth-right, and we may not fell ft
with Efan, at a cheap market 3 if we do; we undo our-
{clves ; for indeed you muft know, here lies the marriog
or mang of 'our churches ;. here is laid up-their
itrength, and here hiangs the pick-lock of their treafure ;
for by this key ftolen; or wrinched ovt of their -hands,
the churches of Chrift ; in the world, have been ﬁ"")Oitd
and plundéred, for more thana thouﬁnd years, arnd

Q ) -~
.
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any-of them have nothing at this day left them, cormn-
paratively, but a poor, ftarved, thabbid implicit faith,
and a dull, faturnal blunt and blind obedience, that a
man would {carcely give a groat for both of them. In
a word, the ufurpations of the paftors, fince the great
revolt, having unfhackled one another, and broke
loofe from the reftritions they are juftly fubjeéted to,
under the churches power of privileges has utterly
undone the chriftian world, from this root of bitternefs
and pride, from this feed fprung up, the man of fin,
as we¢ have it-in an anomulous author, viz. the Elethe-
rians, page 4. In words to this purpole, ¢ Then a
little prieft had an opportunity to eftablifh himielf,
then there appeared in the temple of God that anti-
chrift, who calls him{elf the vicar of Chrift.” And
then the {fame author going on to difcover the original
of thismonftrous birth ; he fays thus, ¢ Anti-chrift was
conceived in, by, and from certain affectations of ec-
clefiaftical preheminencies.” As tho’ he fhould fay, the
firft fpawa or embryo of that infolent Heflor, or af
piring Nimrod, (who firft robbed the laity of thelr
chriftian Jiberties, and then hunted down the potentates
of the world, and brought them as a rich fpoil, into
his habitation of violence) took its commencement
from this principle, viz. from the clergies afluming to
themfelves this ccclefiaftical preheminence, viz. firft
their obtaining an exemption from the cognizance of
“the churches, for the crimes, and then in poflefiing
themfelves of the fole and abfolute juri{dition (by a
difpotick govenment) over the churches themf{elves.

But however things have been hitherto, I {hzal}l ne
~ Jonger uphold the debate, by revifing the abufes thas
have been done to the chriftian churches by an am-
bitious clergy, - in the ages paft, which might more
amply be difcovered, by tracing the foot-fteps of the
great apoftacy : But I fhall end the whole difpute on
this head, by drawing up a proteft, and denying the
jurifdi€tion of the court, ereted and opened by the
propofals, as being perfeltly difagreeing and repugnant
1o our former fettlements, and prefent confiitutiona
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SECT. IV ,-

HAT the candidates of the miniftry undergo a
due trial by fome or other' of the aflociation,
concerning ftheir qualification for the evangelical mi-
niftry ; and that no particular paftor or congregation,
imploy any one in occafional preaching, who has not
been recommended by a teftimonial, under the hands

of fome aflociation. B -

Anfw. To monopolize (in the great articles of trade)
fome very rich fpecies, and of fuch ufe for the good
of kingdoms, that they muft needs perith without it,
or be greatly injured by exceflive fales, 1s accounted
by sood common-wealths-men intolerable ; for fuch.
men or companies, {o invefted, can, with 7o/eph in
Pharoah’s court, buy and fell a country at their own
prizes 3 even fo, when thefe churches have deilvered
up the right in their candidates to the claffes, they
may then gca begging to their doors for their mini-
fters, and be contented to take what they are pleafed
to put off, and at their own lay.

Oby. Butyou may objedt, ExomniLigno, non fit Mer-
eurius. Therefore the judicious muit determine and
let their mark upon what is merchantable, and throw
by what is refufe ware, or elfe there may Le great
damage done for want of caution. And thus we
come to the plain-poiat in hand, which is to be de-
bated by difputing this queftion, viz,

Queft. Whether a trial by aflociation is preferrable to
the okd cuftom of the churches, in promoting their
candidates for the miniftry to public wuft ¢

Anfw. In the reply, I'thally firft, confider our can-
didates under trial ; as to their qualification ; and
(fecondly) implead the propofal on a juft prejudice
from the corruption of the clergy.

1ft. We may confider our candidates under trial, as
to their qualifications, (t.) Asto their human learn-
ing 5 and here we abfolutely object againft the trial of
affociations, as bootlefs, ufeleis and perilous, both to
them “and to us. |

I. As to the aflociation, it is no diminution, or
trefpefs upon the laws of honer or truth 1o affirm,
“ That the fettled miniftry in general (with {fome rea.
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{fonable exception).is lefs expeit in grammar and points
of philofophy, then our learned children are ‘at the
degree of junior'batcheéllors,” - and that from dif-ufe,
proved from all experience, Nam ufus Promotos facit ;
and alfo for the fake of more divine ftudies, which
croud out thofc firft ideas a great pace, according
to that obfervation, on ‘a learned memory, Imdge
Imaginem Expellit, Aliifg; Alie Succedunt, for as one
wave thruits out another, {fo one idea another. There-
fore it is pity to expofe fuch venerable perfons to the
hazard inthis fervice, leaft when they become pofers
of others, they fhould be pofed themfelves, 1 do re-
member an odd.ftory when I was at college 3 it was re-
tained as a reproach ona very divine & worthy perfon ;
tho’ he was bred in England a good {chollar, and alfo
had been a fchool-mafter, and had taught the grammar
m his young times, but yet having kid by in a great
meafure, the ufe of fuch things, for the {ike of more
valuable and heavenly [peculations, being at the {olftice,
and one of the corparation, ventired in the hall, to
vropefe this queftion, ic .ne of the commencers.
| Quot [uint CGela !

Yo which the lad with fanfinefs cnough, yet with a

srammancal niceneds,.only aniws red,
Sed 4wy
Mafenla Duntaxat Ciios cuctiabis et Aroos »

That prifians head wilt "o dv..lhood be kept bleeding
trom aone generativn wr aani. 1, by ecafon of fome un-
Incky ftrokes, if this for:: Lo _iisbiithed, and thatto the
oreat detriment of the'e wio Arike the blows.

2dly. ‘Te US. Accademicai e inowe profefs to be’
a very eflential accompiifiiment in the gofpel miniitry.
ft1s introduced by the ordinary "Ii:iifw of God upon
human endeavowrs, to {uppiy the plice ot the cloven
tonpues, and thole other miracuicus niits and indow-
ments of mind, impreft upon Chiiiis ambaffadors,
whereby fifher-men commence (per Sadium) doctors-of
divinity 3 and in an inftant were ffock’d with fuch prin-
ciples ob religion, reaflon, ard philofephy, that they
were capable to difpute with thens ir felf, and baffle
the greateft wits fhe conld produte, in defence, and for
the advancement of Chrift’s kingdom, 45 17, 180

s th
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Thus 1t is very reafonable thag the churches thould be
well. aﬁured of the fufficiency 'of the learning of, thofe
perfons, e’re tl hey prefume on the miniftry 3 yet thelc
is a fairer, way 1o view, fuller of honor and tafety, than
what the propofal diredts to,

Our accademy is the ftore-houfe of learning, and
tlns all mankind will affent to. When you have loft the
company of the mufes, there they are found'in their
frecholds, where they hold theballance of honor amongft
the learned. Thisis the place, if not_ of the goddcfs
Minerva or Apollo,yet the Bethel or temple of God him-
{eif ; the God of mfdom, where he, as ChlLfﬂlChltﬁ&
with his under workmen, form wife end learned men 5
& where you may have them wrouglt off at firft-hand :
Then certalnly here we are to fecure our cxeduhty ar:d
confidence in this affair ; here we are to know whcthex
they be of the-right 1’camp, yea or no.

‘That of all men living, the beft and moft’ infallible
ﬁaadud for the phllOfOphll"dl &ccomphﬂlments of our

candidates, is the judgment of the honorable preﬁdent,
and noble fellows of our famous college; for this I am
fure muft nceds ftand for a verity, that the judg-
ment ot.a real honeft and skilfulartificer {keeping clole
to his fhop). concer ning the nature and qualities” of an
edge-tool which he hath wreught, and hammered on
his own anvil, out of itsfirft rude matter, muft certain-
Iy excel him th’lt hath been long from t‘v e trade, that
only takes it, tnros and tries the edge {! thtl}, or has but
2 tranfient view,of it : {o that hence we may, fairly in-
ter, that (as to human learning) Harvards Commenda-
mus 15 moft valuable and fuflicient, and juitly fupplants
thefe teftimonials. | - N

2. With refpet to the more evangelical qualificati-
ons of the gofpel miniftry, we fhall be ready to honor
the {ufficiency of the affociates, ytt muft take liberty to
object a few things.

1. Suppofe we, that the trial is made per Contionen
ad Glerum, by preaching a fermon, in audience of the
aflociation, and T think this is the way propofcd and
ocnerally agreed upon, as the iqu*ue or rule moft ngie-
able witlh gunter, to take the dunenficns, length vnd

breadth of onr candidates by.
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Reply 1. What can 2 fermon do at deciding this
queftion ¢ for that the moft fenfible and valuable, who
are ufually moft humble and tender, are liable by this.
ftupendious examination, to be baffled by their own
timerity, and quite dafh’d out of countenance by their
own fear. Alas! upon their firft entrance upon the
ftage, to appearin {o auguit and awful a prefence, this
muft needs dif-animate and put their thoughtsinto a
ruffle, as baving in their affrighted minds the refem-
blance of their going into the Spanith inquifition,
rather than dwelling amongft the fofter meafures of
the golpel ? Lutherhimfelf, (that unparallell’d inftance
of {pirit and magnanimity, asI remember of his life)
hardly ever got over fomething of a panick fear attend-
ing him, through the courfe of his miniftry ; and in-
deed men of the quickeft fenfes are moft liable to thefe
paroxifms. Then furely to put our tyros to this teft,
which may daunt and dilpirit the greateft hero, is no
ways proportionable, efpecially feeing they may under
the infpetion of learned, honeft and judicious men,
both paftors and churches, and thereby under covert
of more private invitations (with all their natural fear)
~ creep into this noble work, and keeping on, as their

courage and ftrength will bear the journey, may, gra-
datim attain a juft and {ufficient probation, as our
learned youth have hitherto done.

Indeed, the bold and brazen, who can make a great-
er figure with half the ftock, by many fhirking tricks,
and diffembling artifices, defended and fupported with
confidence and delivery, may obtain the Euge Fuvenis,
* that they no ways deferve, as will be found, when they
come to be detefted by a more dilatory {earch, or a
more tedious Analyfis made of them, 'That, to con-
clude, as the proverb is, Una Hirundo non facit ver ;
one {wallow makes not the {pring ; fo in this tryal, one
good or méan {crmon cannot determine the man, or
. umphire his cafe.

2. Suppofe the tryal muft be made, and the queftion
determined by ' perfon’s converfation. And this is
a very great article in the ftate of all ferviceable men,

and efpecially in the miniftry, 1'7um. 4. 12. 1 Pet.
5. 3. Being enfamplcs to the flock.  Then certainly 2
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. more intimate converfe and fociety, is a very invincible
plea. By thelaws and cultoms of England, the vici-
nage muit be allowed, as affording the moft competent
judges, when pérfons reputation lies at ftake n crimi-
nal cafes, becaufe they are prefumed to know fome-
what confiderable of perfons and cafes of their own
knowledge ; and fo more capable of giving a juft ver-
di¢t. So in'the cafe, what do thofe perfons know of
our learned youth, who make up the aflociation 2
Our candidates appear on.a certain day, (as blazing
ftars onte in an age, and are gazed on, and then they
vanith) Now what judgment can be made on a mans
converfation, by fuch a tranfient view ? uniefs they
muft be handled in this confiftory, as perfons that have
been bound to the peace, and in open court are to be
delivered from their recognizance by three our-
cryes ? ‘

3. Suppofe the whole ftock of minifterial qualifica-
tions muft be enquired into, and judgment muft pafs
by the direftion of the apoftolic law, 1 Tim. 3. 2.
Tit. 1. 6. 9. Let them be blamelefs, fober, apt fo teach,
&c. and add what more you pleafe, which the {cripture
mentions, to fill up the charalter of an evangelical
minifter, to compleat him in all his gifts and graces,
either 1n his beginnings, or in his riper ftate ; and it 1s
moft apparent, that our particular paftorsand churches,
with the learning, experience, grace, witdom and dif-
cretion: they are owners of, can make a more upright,
judicious and folid tryal; and give a better account
of our candidates from their frequent converfe with,
them, and their occafional and repeated preaching
amongft them, than the wifeft affociatign in the world
can do § and it is eafier diffembling with the latter,
than the former, "unlefs the aflociation will take therm
home, and both winter and fummer them. |

Now then, confidering that their degrees with the €x-
prefs teftimony of the college (when particularly de
fired) are fufficient teftimonials of their learning ; and
the experience of their other good gifts and minifte-
rial qualifications, obtained by converfe, and their
occafional preaching, has been the chief teft and tryal
for our candidates ; and by thefe methods they have
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been appr obated in order fo fettlement in office-truft -
and this has btf}'ﬂ the cultom of the country and
churches for near. four fcore years., Wherefore to
conclude this ar gument, I, make this pmclamatlon,
That if any perfon or perfons difaffefted with our
old fettlements, and way in church condué, will pro-"
duce onc example led into the publick miniftry by this
v a&me, which has juﬁly offénded him, and he will ot
cart evince this to be’ the blameable caufe, we will theﬂ

furrgnder the cuftom to’ your mercy.

2dly. I thall now lmplead the propofal on ajuft préus
dice,or prefumption of corruption in the clergy, tho’
we are in_charity for the prefent, yet in thIS way propof-
ed, we have no affurance for the futur e, againftthe cor-
ruptnefs of fuch focieties 5 and let ahy fobér man Gb
ferve, and he will find abindance of pdor tools under
the mark of the office, where thefe meafures, and fuch
like, arein force and foim, How oft st repcated
that poor fordid, debaucht wretches are put into Holy
Ordes,when asthey were fitter td be put into the ftocks;
or {fent to bridewell for mad- -ien, than to be fent with -
their teftimonials, to work in Chrift’s vayard ! How
long have the Indies, the feas, the provinces; and fiany
other parts of the empire groared under this damnablé

way of cheating God of his glory, and the world of faIn
vation

Simony we know began almoft as early as the chrlf'
tian church, and has prevailed amongft clergy-méh to 2
prodigy. The facred things of God’s houfe have been'd
trade and merchandize, which hds beggared churches;

anid filled the clersry in {omg kingdoms with a facriligi-
ous and exhorbitant pile,of weal h, and the world with

a flood of debauchees ; and this pt(}poial puts us intd
the way to open the fhop- -windows agdin; and expofe
the faine wares to fale upon a little mdulgence in our
country ; for who can render a reifon that the fame .
. opporturiities, the {fame tempmtmns, the fame corrupti
ons, the fame nature, and the fame power,- woukl not

produce the fame eﬁ'e&s ? “or thit the famé clihate|
{eed, ground, and manner of culture, fhauld not yreld

the fame grain at harveft ?
~ And what have we in picdge for gur G curity, - mare

e
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“than the fallacy aad ficklenefs of human natmc 1fher1
the power s delivered out of our hands 3. ¢ v

0bj. Youtay objed, that our candidates, thro their-
own ambition, and the indulgence of, particular paf-
tors, thurft themfelves into the work too 'young, and
this our way will prefcribz due botindaries to them ? -

“Anfw. 1. Tn general, Paul folvés aworfe cafe, than..
can be'found (pick whilft you -are weary for an exam-
ple to quadrite with the objection, and render it for-"
cible) amongft all our learned youth, who have hither-
to adventured upon the miniftry, Phil, 1. 18, What
then # &c. astho’ he thould fay, < What’s that to you
fir ?” if Chrift be preached, all is well.. And as to our
cafe, we may fay, Defplfe not the-day of {mall things,
all men muft have a beginning, and every bird which °
is pretty well fleg’d muft begin to fly.  And ours are
not of the neft where Icharns wss hatch’d, whofe- fea-
thers were only glewed on 3 but thefe belong to the
angelick hoft, and their wings grow out from their
eflence ; therefore you may allow them, with the lark,
Now 4 ‘é then to dart heaven-ward, tho’ the fhell or
down be fearce off from their heads. And {o we con-
clude with our charitable and’ divine apoﬁle. . “What -
then! if Chrift be preached, whether in pretence, or in
truth,either by old or by young, yet therein we do re-
joice, yea, and -will rejoice, &c.” to fee our own Na-
zdrites, {o forward and well-difpofed, it fhall add to
our joy, and no ways increafe our honor, unlefs our’
ambition fhould furprize us with fear, that fuch
young ftars thould out-fhine us.. ~

2. In particular; where will you fix the@_uando and

fnttle the precife ®ra, or period” of tlme, for their
beginning ? L

1. Thereis no college -or fratute-law yet enadted,
to' decide this queftion : Then of neceflity you. muft
do homage to'long and laudable cuftom, a5 to a fupe-.
rior authority, and honorable ruler 5 and where that
fixes the time, - you muft fubmit;-for cultom, when -
tull of days, and' of noble examplcs, becomes the -
common law of a nation; and is as fovere:gn and

pleadable, as the diftates of 2 parliamentary PDWCI ;

o
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at Jeaft it fheltérs from rebukes and calumny ¢+ Thaw
for-any genitlemen to affront, talk high and frown at
the early zeul and beginnings of our candidates, is but
too much in imitation of the Great Mogual of India,who
after he hath dined, orders his trumpets to be blown,
to figrifiy to the princes of the earth, that they have
liberty now to go to dinner 3 and when he hath finifh-
cd his. formalities, if they pleafe, they may vail their
royal bonnets, and thank him for nothing; ¢¢for
where there is no liw, theve is no tranfgreffion.”

2. Under the gofpel, we have no precife time, tha’
there was under the law, when to begin and enter into
the miniftry, the gofpel knows no bar from time, where
perfons are other ways meetly qualified. Days and qua-
hiications, are divers-$ings, and the latter are the
¢flentials of a miinifter of Chrift, It i3 not, how old,
but how capable a perfon is, which is the main point
to be enquired after here.  Therefore where (in fome
good meafure) there is an honeft life, 2 gracious heart,
ap orthodox head, and a learned tongue, ther€ is no

Jeafon o fend fuch youths to Fericho, with Davids
meflengers, (though their beards are not yet grown} to |
wait upon time and nature, fcr fuch an accomplifh- .
ment ; for certainly thofe recited are the principal in
the argument. It is a ftory in the hiftory of Perfia,
““ That when the Grecians fent {foine very young noble-
men upon an embaflage to that court, the Perfians
redleCted upon the Grazcian republic, for {ending beard.
fels boys on fo grave a meflige to {o mighty a mo-
parch.” To which the young Grecians very Imartly
anfwered, ¢ That if ftate policy did confift in beards,
then he-goats would do for embafladors,as wellor betten
than men.” I muft confefs, I am fome what of their
mind ; and therefore [ think it is not, how long men .
pave lived, but how wife they are grown.: GOD hath
‘erdained praife out of themouths of babes. Feremial -
pleads, he was a child, but that cannet null his com-
miffion for the miniftry, Feremiah 1. 6. Paul guards
the miniflvty of young Timethy, by heavens autho- -
rity, . to defend him from cenfure, for audact
onfnefs.  What ! for a child, to teach old men their
duty | Hold ! fays Paul, 1 Tim 4. 13. ¢ Let no man
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defpife thy youth:” What fhall not our Lord 'lluﬁrate :
his grace and power in what examples bhe’ pleafes !
‘Has he has not formedall the powers of nature ¢ and
does he not furnith them with their diftin® vn*tucs, &c.
Objeét.” But you may fay, daysar¢ full of wildom,
“-and youth of ignorance in the gréat-affairs of falvation.
Anfw. Not always and univerfally fo ; as'in the ex-
amples juft now recited,-and in maﬁ otheu that may
be named,called in at the third and ﬁxth hour, Mat.2e.
But however, if our candidates muft never begin tili
they are without ignorance, or not till théy have gain-
¢d all points {ad unguem) in the vaft ftudies of dwmn-
ty, then it may be {aid of ail ouf minifters, as qucen.
Elizabeth was wont to fay of bifhops, when the vifited
the fchools (ftudy hard chlldren ftudy hard, for)
bifhops are old men. " §o of neceiﬁty, all our mtmﬁeis,
muft be very old men. But I think that is more agrea~
ble with our neceflity and ftate, both in nature and
‘grace, whith one of the ancients was wont to fay of
himfelf, viz.that whilft he ftudied to teach other men,
he learn’t himfelf. That confidering theology, as
well as art, is a long ftudy, and life is very fhort, why
may they not begin young? And alfo, confidering
that our churcheés are .no ways over clutteréd with
candidates, there is no need to ferve them as' Chrift
did the money changers, who with a whip of {mall
cords, he drove them out of the temple 5 and clpe-
cially they having hitherto acquitted themfelves in the
main as men that need not be afthamed, and yet never
any one of them, to this day, has been reprefented as
learned or virtuous, or any way fupported by thefe

teftimonials.,
SECT. V. |
H A T  they togkther be confulted by bcre'wed
churches, to recommend to them {uch perfons
as may be fit to be imployed amoug(t them, for pre-
fent fupply, fronr whom- -they may in due time proceed

to choolfe a paftor.

. An{w. ‘According to my apprehenfion, this pro-
poﬁll infults very daringly over the churches in two
things.

1. By ingroffing the right of Jun&h& on, Mot ©
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“over the wﬁble ﬁeedom and hbernes, but conju gal
~ and fecretpowers of Chrift’s,virgin and widow ch urﬂjes.
Thatit. feems tg mé very advifeable (if this propafal
.-may-frand, for a found precept) that forthwith’ anmher
- oftice-be erf:{‘tgd and put into the hands and-under the
government of a few men, exa&ly {killed in phyﬁog-
nomy, and deeply ftudied in the fympathies-and anti-
pathies  of. human nature, with an abfolute fuperin-
tending power toconiroul and diret all wooers in their
. choice for, the marriage bed ; for that there is many
a fond lover.who has betrayed the glory of wedlock,
by making an unwife and unfortunate choice ; and
.- wvhy may not particular beds be over-ruled, as well as
particular churches ? both being:for the good and
{ervice of mankind, and for that both parties, hufband
and wife, paftor and church, by our fort of govern-
ment, are bound for térm of hfe, or fo long as both
fhall live. Indeed, were our conftitution in church
- order under the ﬁlpeimtnndency of .a patron, or a
lord bifhcp, who can fend (pro Tempore ) a curate,
&c. and then recall him, and place another in his ftead,
the project might be very advifeable; but feeing thefc
churches are fettled congregatmnal and by their prin-
ciples, the, ordination s, as it were, the nuptials, or
. marriage d’ly of two lovers, that nothing but death,
or ablll of divorce (for betraying the glory of the
union) can part; itis then good and reafonable, tliat
they be left to choofe as they beft affect, and not
- forcibly be tyed up to a kind. of Hobfons chmce, one
of thefe or none. This apparently puts too hard up-
on the churches liberties, and overthrows the govern-
ment ; for that our platfmm, in chap. 2. treating of:
the nature ' of the churches, aflerts, {elt. . That the-
ftate of the vifible church fince the coming of Chrift, is
only congregational ; thercfore neither national, pro-
vincial, nor claflical ; then what dogs this plopuial do
here ¢ :
- Alfo, our platform afferts the free elcfting power of
the churches, chap. 5. In thele words, ordinary
church power is that of privilege, fuch as belong to
the brother-hood, whereby they defign perfons unto
oificc. Soalfo in chap, 1c. In thefe words, the POWEY
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gLanted by Chrift unto the body of the church and

brotherhood 1s a pr erogauve or privilege ‘which. the
church. doth exercife in the admifficn of her own

members, and in chufing their own officers.” Now if
Chrift has given thefe high powers and authorities to
his churches, he has certainly furnithed them with

fkill and wifdom to manage them.
S0 we come to the fecond part of ‘thé affront in this

propofal, and that is,
2dly. By its making a plain prefomption of inca-
pacuy in the churches of doing their own proper worL
without their graces help. It is as much as tofay, Alas!
Alas ! It is well known-that the churches are generil-
ly a fort of plain men, Jitde fkilled in deep martess 5
that there is apparent danger, if left in their ele&m ns Lo
their own conduct,of mtroducmg very illetrate perfons
and doleful creatures, to preach in the temple of God,
as officers there, Now this is much agrecing with
the old arguments, againft the laity, who were deferib-
ed by the learned to be without the knowledge of the
original Janguages, and other parts of polite lear mng,
and {o no ways fit ta int=rpret {cripture j therefore it'is
ery rationally enaéted, that the BIBLE be taken from
them, leaft they thould ftudy herefie and not holinefs
out of that " divine book. Dut to pafs by all fuch
plns, [ thall cometo the main point in plain te.rms,.md
that is this, our platform is our fettlement, and it has
lccured to the churches thefe prerogatives, and they are-
. part of their entailedinheritance j and it is a vain thing
to pretend to plead the incapacity Of rlght owners and
rich proprietors, efpecially whilft there is a competent
{ct of {enfes left them. "Indeed, when any gentleman
cah thew any precept,’ and produce a commiflion for
the taking into their hands the eftate of idiot-churches,
they may then cite theiwr intelleinals to a proper by,
and verdit going againft any particular example, they
then, /6 fallo, become guardians, and may coter into
thew worthip.  But in the mean time, as to our own
churches, and the whole conftellations of them, and
every individual or particular church amongft them re-
mams compos mentis, and therefore muft not be in-,

trigued by fuch offers as thefe ares
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- "But yet beforeI clofe this argument, I fhall- a litile
- further humour the prefumption of infufficiency “here
‘laid down j and therefore I fhall defire, that:a furvey
- be made of the ftate of the churches, and if their free

cleCtion be found for this thirty years laft paft (and we
will go no highet) have by the majoi part of voices
~ introduced infufficient officers, then let the platform
be null’d, and thepropofal ftand as a more valid ¢canon.
And in this inquiry we would know, whether the dic-
~ tators will give leave (in drawing up the catalogue of
 defeQive elections) that they themfelves be put on the
back of the title page, and there ftand as the errata of
 our old government ! Orwhether they themfelves are
the only exceptions f _ o
But fuppole we, when we have accomplithed our
fearch, we find their own, and all other elections for
the main have hit right 3 and if fo, then whether we
~ ought not to pay a veneration to the practice, as having
more of Chrift in it than we can in the rufflings of am- .
bition prefently find out, or perccive # And whether
after fuchlong experience and good fuccefs,it may’nt be
our wifdom to keep thisviaTrita,which we have found
to be via Tuta, that is to 1ay, keep the good old way
of our blefled predeceflors, left going into anew and un-
trodden path, we fall'into fome ambufcado, and come
off with broken bones' and ruin’d churches 2
Quicquid Pracipiti via. -
Certum Deferit Ordinem
. Leetos non habit exitus. Boetious.,
Rafhly to leave the plain and good old way
Turns into mournful night, a joyful day.
. SLECT. VL
HAT hereunto may be referred, the direCtion of
proceeding in any of their particular churchces,
about the convening of the coungils, that fhall be tho't
neceflary for the welfare of the churches.,
Anfw. Query, Who muft give the direction, and
judge what councilsare neceflary for the welfare of the

ch urches. ?
Anfwer, . The aflociation. N
Reply, I thought as much 3 for the {ole and whole

power, is, by thefe propofals, refigned to them, as their

\

-
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indifputable and undoubted right infomuch that thefr _
Beneplacita, the Elicit and free refolves of their will, |
fhall and muft be the abfolute and uncontrolable rule ,
of condudt; that is to fay,the churches are to bein vafs
falage ; and the aflociation is to rule all by prerogative ;
{c that forever hence forward,we may infcribe crofs the
door of the conclave (to natifie the rule of the houfe)
that imperial law, ¢ | I
Sie Polo, fit Jubeo, fiat pro Ratione Voluntas. |
We will and doom, none now can us withftand -5
Our will is reafon 3 for the churches in the land. |
Indeed, when great men turn beggars for {mall
booties, with the famous general Baziliaresus, it figni-
fies, the ebb of fortune runs. low with them.; butwhen
they afk an ancient inheritence upon gift, it fignifies .
cither the - donor to be in a languifhing pofture,
and that his eftate is like to efcheat to the crown,
~through failuye of natural heirs, or elfe great boldnefs
in the beggars.  But what {hould be the meaning of
this.demand, who can divine ? I hope they dont reckon
the - churches to be making .their lalt will, and defign

them for their heirs. * .

The churches in New-England are fairly pofleft of this
high prerogative, viz, . Of convening councils necefiary
tor their own well being, they are allo as likely to.conti-
nue asthey were forty years ago,unlefs their own paftors
fhould tetray them. And they are alfo as capable of
managing allinfiruments devolved upon them byChrift,
as they were in the days of their youth.  Then what
can we¢ make of this contrivement, viz. When the
churches fhall-have occafion’ to feck relicf by eouncil
(as fometimes the emperor, has been cofined at the in~ ~
folent threfhold of bis holinefs, and upon his coming
forth in his infallibility, this pile of temporal glory has
been his horfe-block ;-and {o here) they muft humbly
wait at the door of the affociation, till they fhall be in-
formed. - When, what, who, and wheére they fhall have
ene. But notto interrupt;the world with long ftoriesy
we muft again here demur upon title. B

Se&t. That the feveral aflociations in the country:

ma)ntain a due correfpondence 'with one another.
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Anfuw.. If the platonick nation conccrmng the univer-
{al foul of the world or {pirit of nature (Wwhereby one
body is affcéted by the operations of another at fome
c¢onfiderable diftance) were eftablifhed for an infallible
theorem, and thefe focieties could circulate their intelli-
aence by the power andEchoes of his mighty eflence,the
defign might then be practicable ; or had wein all cor-
ners of our country, doves trained up to carry mails or
packets of letters from country.to country, there Imght
be fome hopes for fupporting this mighty correfpon-
dence; but to.do.it wholly by human means, the
charge plainly threatens to eat out the profit.

But we may fuppofe the feat of thefe things fhall be
umverfally {ertled, fully buttmgupon the poft-road, and

what a mighty bufinefs is a fix penny or four penny
letter in fuch a good caufe ? Nay, indeed that’s no great

- matter in itfelf, yet thefe fix pennys or four pennys, are
like the fand on the fea thore, a great many of them
put together grow very heavy,efpecially v.here wifeand
children are to be maintained upon 70 or 8o L. income
per annum.

Wife men may do ‘as they pleafe,yet for my part, I can
{ze no good policy in the propafal, unlefs you can court
fome rich potentate to efpoule the'caufe, and- facrifice
annually fome part of his royal revenue to fupport the
Pbanmjz’e

Sedt.. " So that the ftate of religion may be the better
known-and fecured in all the churches ?

‘Anfw. Religionin itsinfallible orlglnal the wifdom
and authority of God | in its infinite obje&, the ineffa- -
ble perfons and pérfe@ions of the divine effence’; in its
means, the gofpel of falvation : in'its infpired, wakeful
and capacious miniftry ; inits fubject, the incftimable
immortal fonl of man ; inits tranfcendent effeéts. (1.)
Tn.time,the charming peace and joys of confcience. (2.):
In eternity, thejoyful retreat and thouts of glory, is the
moft incomparable gift of Paladium, whmh ever came
from heaven ; amongft all the favours of the father of
hghts, there is one ‘parallel with this ;. when difclofed
in its beayty, it ravifheth all the intelleéts of the hni- -
verfe ; and challenge may’ be made, that the preroga-
tives and giory belungmg to all the crowned heads im
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the wotld, do bow and wait upon its proceflions thro’
the earth, to gauld it fromi its innumerable and invete-
rate enemies. Yet in paying our veneration and atten-
" dance, we muft diftinguifh right, and place every thing
properly, and the means muft be proportionate with the
end, and agreeable 1n their natures ; or otherwife whillt
we go about to accomplifh a good end viz: the fecurity
of religionby improper means we may'lofe our attempt,
and have no thanks, but be blamed for our pains; for
we muft not do evil, that good may come.
- It is certain, that the church of Chrift'is the pillar of
truth, or facred reclufe and peculiar aflitum of . eligion,
and this fcared gueft, religion, which came in th: worlds
infancy from heaven,to gratify the {olitudes of mifer-
able man, whenGod had left him, hath long kept houfe
with us in this land, to {weeten our wildernefs ftate,
and the renowned churches here,ate her facred palaces.
Then certainly it is not fair for her lovers, under pre-
terice of maintaining her, welcome in greater ftate, to
defolate her pleafirg habitations, tho’ they ftand fome-
what low like the myrtle grove, Zach. 1. 8, &c.

Se&t. And paticularly it is thought neceffary to the
well being of thefe churches, that all the aflociations in
the country meet together, by their refpective delegates,

' Qnce in a year.,
Anfw. This is' a great thefis 3 and whoever was the

father, the womb of it is very fertile, and big with -ar-
ticles of moment j it comprehends a large territory,and
a great treafure, we muit therefore furvey it by cofino-
graphy : .f_And then nextly by the laws of the churcﬁh
'ﬁock
" 1. The ¢ountry contained in this propofal, by a Juﬁ
confequence, and from the nature of the defign, muft
extend fo {ar as we can find any gofpel churches plant-
¢d, or to be planted within the Englith dominion on the
=ﬁ1m land or continent of America, theve is no reftrictis
on made to exclude any 3 and charity isa grace that
would have every one virtuous, and equally privileged
with means forthat end ; fo that wemay begin our lines
of latitude in the fouth, 10mewLat, northward of the
capes of Florida, and then extend them to the north, to
I .
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f'mnc parts of ﬂ‘am-&oz‘m, if not to-the bﬂ? of Gt.

Laurénce,and fromi thofe points on to the ‘atlantic ; wé
muft {tretch onr lines over-thwart,keeping equal longj~
tudt,s, till we meet with other princes dominions,- -

- Nouw this is a noble territory ; enough for an' empire;
and allEnglifh ; and why may we not be thus extenfive
{or the good of the chur ches therein planted ? Other
¢countries have fent their delegates near as far as this
COINCS o, 1o Wit,: upon the conventions of his holinefs:
Dut, the mifcheif is, the revenue won’t hold out.. But
I have thought of one way, and that will' do, if we can
but obtain ; tho’ [acknowledge it is fomewhat chimeri-
¢al, or whimfical ; yet tho” it be, tlie ptopofal hasno rea-
fon to repine or find fault, for tliat.itis its near kmf-
man.

"The project is thig, viz. Upon the great fettlements
which we hope for, between the two crowns, I advife,
that petitions be made (if the articles of fettlement wilk -
allow 1t) that elther the rents of 7 sleda, or, fome good
ftout ‘gold mine in Peru, be referved wholly to the ufé
ok this defign, and if you are pledfed to keep or fettlc
within narrower limits, (when we¢ know your tﬁFI‘ltOI‘}T)'
wo can by rules of porportion and iubﬂla&mnz‘ com-
pute- the chdrge; and if thére be any over-plus, when
vour own charges-are defray'd, the reft may be affign-
ed 10 the next proviace, for fuch good vfes. But how-
ever, let the peritions go forward, for you will have
wantenough of your fhare ; for I am fure your prefent
fupplies are not fnllcn{;ugh for your daily bread, and
thefe contingent and “unexpeéted charges 3 ei"pecml]y

ceing they werenever thought ofy or provided for, ig
your § i fetilenents. |

S ECT. VIIL

. ND finally, that minifters difpofed to aflociate,
{% endeavor In the moft efficacious manner they
can, to prevail with fuch minifters, as 1"nreafonably ne«
clect {uch mectings with thetr brethren in their proper
aflociations, that they would not expofe themfelves to
the inconveniencies that fuch negle&a cannot but be at-

tended withal. /
Anfwer, This propofal fcems to be fcunded  upog

the Epicurian dultxine of dtoms’; for by the {chery
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which athieftica] atomifts give concerning the beginnin oa
of the world, by their account ;'it was after this lucky
manner, that is to fay, there was-before time a-vaft pile
of incoherent atoms, which globically hung ileeping
upon A .centre-atom, without. the léaft grain 6f
{enfe, thro’ the vaft eternity,a Parte Ante ; but at-leaft,
& no body can tell how; they were inclined to throw off
their prefent pofture 3 but beisg neither of one form,
inclination nor propenfion, quickly great heaving amd
fhufling(from various {ympathies &antipathies)begasi o
‘be amongft them, that a chaos is prefently - rolled toge-
ther, and 1n a little time, this magnificent and-curious .
world, which you look upon, came out-of the horrid
womb of this diftra&ed heap of atoms, and that with-
out any help from a creating.power, but by a weaderful
good chance. Thus far you have the do&rine of atems,
which I could not well avoid, becaufe-of fomuch noble
matter pre-exifting, and repreleated in various thapés
and forms, with a {ound of motion, and variois-{ympa-
thies and aatipathies appearing, and reprefented by the
propofal ; but yet Can hear ‘of no {uperintending fiat,
or =0y creating voice to over-rule, or fay, Lef it Be.
But only if perfons are difpofed, or indifpofed; the bnfi-
nefs muft be managed as wifely as you -can ; and if it
‘{hould {o chance, that fome fine thing (never before
{cen 1n the country) thould be made out of thefe mate-
rials, without the help of a creating power, the world
would be a great debtor to the accidents and the
churches may they not be juftly ftript of their being to
make room for it, and maintain it 7 SR

Bet to be more diftinét, and fomewhat more clofe in
my anfiwer, I muft remind you, that our blefied Lord
commands us to pray, Afaf. 6. Our tather which art
in heaven, &c. Lead us not into tempration, but dehiver
us from evil.  And it fincere, he hath. promiled, to
ftablith us, and keep us from evil. 2 Theff. 3. 3. Froig
thefe divine principles, the queftion 3, whether thole
paftors are the {table or unftable, the reafonable, or un-
reafonable men, viz. Lither thofewho have promoted
this defign in the country, or thofe who havewithfiood
it ¢ And alfo where has temptation prevailed moit ¢
And to put'this debate under abrighicr nght; 1 wid
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make bold to recite a brief hiftory of this matter, till
we bring you'to the nativity of thefe propofals, and to
the day wherein they were born 3 with fome prefent m-
~ provement of the hiftory. |

~ About thirty years ago, moreor lefs, there was no
" appearance of theaffociations of paftors in thefe colonies,
and in fome parts and places, there is none yet. But
after the country had fuffered much in the flaughters
and depredations committed by the heathen, and by
many other aflliCtions, the neighbouring minifters in
{ome counties, met to pray together, &c. and for no
other intent, that I ever knew or heard of, "But
after they had continued their meetings for fome years,
and others following the example, began to converfe
together, and communicate cafes, as beft Tuited each
perfon ; end at laft perceiving they were almoft gotten
into a claffical form, before they tho’t of it, they began
to give their meetings the fpecious titles of clafles, aflo- -
ciations, and ecclefiaftical conventions, &c. as {ecurely
as tho’ thefe titles were a fruit growing out of our own
conftitution ; and by degrees began to dream that they
werereally, andde Fure, what their new titles and late cud-
tom had made them only de Falfo 3 and time increafed
their inclinations and purpofes to compals a more for-
mal and compleat {ettlement. It is ceitain, their op-
portunities were confiderable, thekeysof the church trea-
ure being put into their hands. The more themain point
is {tudied, the more gloyy appears to feed mens ambition,
like the impreflion by the eye, on our great parents in
paradice, Gen. 3. 8. The tree was pleafant to the eyes,
a tree to be defired. Alas | Alas | empire and {fupream
vule is a glorious thing | Parcere fubjeétis ‘¢t debellare
- Supertbus, is a very royal bufinefs. Now this conceit did
begin pretty much to predominate, efpecially in fome
gentlemen that were inclin’d to prefbyterain principles,
men of worth and learning, who improving their ad-
vantages of fenfe and influence, to intreague others of a
Jower fet of intellectuals, &c. bro’t the bufinefs fo near
to a conclufion, as you find it in the laft recited propo-
{al, wherein you have the main of this hiftory contain-
ed, like Homers flhads in a nut thell. But.to make
fkort, and copclude my ftory 5 when they had thus far

pr
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advanced and 1ipened their defign,out comes thefe pro-
pofals, like Aaron’s golden calf, the fifth day of Novem-
bery, 1703.

Thus you have a {hort account how thmm: Imre
been carried on, relating to aflociations ; and hawng
a convenient crifis, I fhall improve the hiftory, to pro-
mote my prefent defign, in a few particulars.

. By confidering thg, prefent-duty of our erring

paﬁors
2. The _]ui’clcc to be ' done on thefe pmpoﬁlh.

. Make fome {mall aftrological remarks relating to
the date, which the clew of our hiftory has bro’t us
to. ;

1. As'to the duty of fuch as are involved in the .
charge, whether or no {upon a prefumpuon that this
hiftory be true) they ought not to ceafe exciting others
to wander from their proper poft, and they themfelves
(if not by the open aétsof the churches authority; yet)
by the good government of their own wifdom, pru-
dence and grace, be remanded within their prop.v
boundaries, and there continue as ftars within their
own orbs, to infivence and alk, Tam in Modis quam in
Jatis, quo prius, according to the former ufage, and
-the nature of their truft, and no more go beyond their
own line, 2 Gor. 10. 16

2. Whether thefe propofals here offered to view,
be not like Aarons golden calf 7 And whether they

ought not to be ferved, as Mofes dealt with that,
(Exod. 32. 20.) when he took it,  and burnt it in the
fire 3 and ground itto powder ; for that it is very evi-
dent, that though it be but a calf now, yet in time it
may grow (being of a thirfty nature)-to become a
frurdy ox, that will know no whoa, and it may be paft
the churches kill then to fubduc i,

For I am not much miftaken (and Pareus too) That
great and terrible beaft with feven heads and ten horns,
defcribed in the Revelations 13. was nothing elfe a. fruw
ages agoh but juft fuch another calf asthis is. It was
indeed finely fhaped, and of neat™ limbs, when it was
firit calved ; infomuch that the great porentares of the
carth were much ravifhed with its afpect and teaturess
tame offered to fuckle it on the choicelt cows amongft
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all the herds of voyal cattle, (that. it mlghl: -be, large)
hoping to frock their own .countries with .the breed,
and when it was grown to a confiderable m'tgmtude, o
render it more fhapely .and fair, they,put.iron tips on
'to its horns, and befet its ftupendious bulk:with veny
rich ornaments, that they might make it .the mare aw-
ing to all beholders, and if poffible, by fuch artifices
10 add to the natural pride and choler of the creature,
But alas, poor men! they have paid dear for their
prodigality and fondnefs ; for this very :creature that
-was buta calf when they firft began to teed it, is now
grown 10 be fuch a mad furious and wild bull, that
there is fcarce a chriftian monarch on earth, unlefs the
great Anne, their Sweedifh and Pruffian. majeﬁies, and
their high mightineffes, with this exception, there: s
{carce a potentate in the world, the beft horf{e-man or
huntl-man of thein all, that dme take this beaft by the
horns, when he begms to bounce and bellow. Indeed
the emperor within thefe few years, has recovered fo
much courage, that he took him by the tail, todrive
him. out of his royal granges, being-quite angry, and
weary with. his cyopping and broyzing .on the fowers,
of his timperial crown. Butotherwife the beaft general-
ly goes at large and does what he will in all princes
deminions, and keeps them in awe. Thercfpre to-
conclude, and infer, Obffa Principlis ! It 1s wifdom to
nip fuch growths in the bud, and keep down by early
flaughter fuch a breed of C'utle Nam omne malim
nafcens facile opprimitur,
3dly In all the aftrological remarks I have made, I
find its pativity full of favorable afpeéts to ILnglifh
churches. The fifth day of Novemker has been as.a
guardian angel to the moft facred interelt of the em-
pire : It has refcued the whole glory of church and
-ftaw, from the moit fatal arvelt of hell and Rome.
‘U hat had I been of the cabal, or combination, which
formed thefe propofals 3 fo foon as I had feen and
perceived the date, (as I imagine) my heart with king
David’s, would have {fmote. me, and T thould have
cried out, M ferere noftri Deus : The good Lord have
mercy upon us.; this is the gun-powder treafon_ day’;
and we are cvery man-yuined, being running Fanxq
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fate | why gentlemen / have you forgot it It is the day
~:af the'guni-powder-treafon, and a fatal day to traitors.

~ Qur meafures certainly intend the blowing up the
churches, as Faux’s did the p'uhamenr that for my
awn part, I'hdve fuch an awe upon my mind of this
very day, that I have made 2 fettled refolution, that of
all the days of the whole year, Lwill never confpire
treafon againft my natural prince, nor mifchief to the
churches on the fifth day of November,

And {o farewel, gentlemen, for Idare not join witls
you in this confplracy -

PART. IL

SECT. L

HAT thefe affociated paftors with a proper

nufnber of delegates from their {everal churches
be formedinto'a- ftanding and {tated council, which
fhall cohftlt, ddvife ahd determine all affairs that fhall
be proper mattér for the confideration-of an ecclefiafti=
cal council within their refpecive limits, except always
the cafes are fuch as'the affociated paftors judge more,
convenient to- fall under the cognizance of other
councd.

Arifw. Seeing it is the firft time we have in thefe
propofals heard of a ftanding council .for thefe
chmches, and tho® the whole doétrine of it is not pre-
cifely or in terms contaired in this {eltion, yet that
we may pafs over what remains more briefly, when
come upon eachi following fefion, I will therefore
make 2 {top heré, and difcourfe this ﬁlb_]e& in its.
feverdl diftin&t branches, and make but one work of
1t 3 and I thall thus methodize the bufinefs. '

. 1 {hall obferve the feeming favor to'the lay-dele-

g'ues here oftered fo them in this propofal.

. ourvey the nature of the councii,
I_nqilire nto its original.

Take an account of thework which s affigned it.
. View the time appointed, certain and uncertain.,
. Inquire for the pla¢e. where it is to meet.
. And laftly, difcourfe 1ts maintainance.

1. Wemuft obferve the feéming favor the Iay-delea
gates or-fraternity of the churchies are treated with i

"‘*-:I C"'s“ ..E‘;; L !*J
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this piopofal; for at the firft tender, they feem very
honorable to be invited into the aflociation, as tho’
they were to be eftablithed members of this council ;
and were to bz equal fharers in the authority and
governnknt in it 3 yet do but mind the conneion of
both parts of the propofition, and you will ind theré
-1s nothing of this nature Intended for them. . But
‘only by a fpecious fhew, they are invited to eftablith
she affociationson their tottering bafis, and that is foon
done, if all *parties are agreed ; and .from the frater-
nity, there is no need of any more formalities, than
paying homage to their authority by this a&t of fub-
miffion and obedience here propofed 3 and fo foon as
this is done, you fhall find the fraternity very fairly
releafed atthe door of the feflions, every man repair-
ing to his own home. It is. an obfervation, on the
monarchy of bees, that the drones formerly fuppofed
to be not.anlya lumpifh, but a ufelefs bee, yet it is of
that nature, and {fo eflential a member of that com.
mon-wealth, that it is really the male bee, and does
impregnate the females, who are the fole labourers in
that kingdom, butwhen that crifis is over, the poor
drones are by common confent banithed, .as a. great
incumberment, So in our cafe, alas! what can be
expeéled, when the lay-delegates have done the former
jobb, but that they thall be laid by, for their wifdom.
and capacity is no ways admired in thefe propofals.
And it has always been found that the laiety are a
clog to clergy-men, when they begin to foar a-loft, or
above their proper fphere 5 -and if you will but view
the propuial again, in the hindermoft part of it, you
will fce a back-door very artificially finifhed and left
upon latch, for their exclufion; for tho’ they are
called 1o be members of the council 1n the firft part -
of the propoful, yet by exception made in the-laft

part, they are to-fit upon no cafe but what the

affocizteés pleade 3 and. feeing it is at their difpofe, you

inzy rationally and forcibly conclude, that"thofe who

have made it their bofinefs to unpin the whole.taber-

nacle, and have but this -choar to do, and then all is

their own, will now finifh their work with a wet finger,«
upoa the aforefaid compliance. For you muft note,

. /

-,
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that, after they lmve admitted the brethren, and viewed
the certificates of ele@tionfrom thefeveral churches,cona
taining fome congratulatory- complements, to hovior the
new conftitution and government,as is ufual in all fates,
and having alfo treated the delegates with the civilities
of the houfe, and alfo with a long and tedious harangue
of the mighty bleflings thele new fettlements plajnly pre-
dict 2and promile the country,&c. the delegates are then
advifed,-there 1s no cale at prefent depending fit for
their cognizance, but what are upon file, the affociates
have already confidered about it, and referred to fome
other council beft known to their 'graces. And fo-
good hrethren, you-are ‘now with many.thanks for
your obedient -attendance, releafed uill Latzer Lamma:,
or till the Greek Calands come about.

And here-we may digagrave to bury all our ancient
privileges in, and hang our harps upon the willows,
and.whes we are thus wafted, fhould you call -us m
once more t0 fing one of the{ongs of Sionyall our notes
muft be Elegie et De trifiibus, yet the broken- accents,
and lowly muemurs of our forrow will ferve for elahs
& {weet diapafans, in your conquering fong of triumph.

2. "We muitnextly, furveythe nature of the council,
which cannot be-fooner, and with better advantage (t'a
reprefent the trueidea of it to every mans underftand-
mng) thanina briet definition, thus, the council 1s to be:
fanding and ftated, to meet once in the year at the leaft,
and at other times as each aflociation fhall pleale to de-
termine, to ¢nquire into the coudition of the churches,
and advife-fuch things as may be for the advamage ot
our holy religion. ~ Thus you have the nature of it laid
out’in terms very concifely.

But-if a-longer dlﬁ:uptlon, according to the genuine
{enfe of expreﬂions inthe propofals, will beter fuit you,
and give 2 better impreflion of its nature upon your
thoughts, we may. then defcribe it thus, & ' *

It 1s a council of human invention, ftated.and {ettled.
toconveneonce in the year,yearly,during the révolution
of the heavenly bodies, and at other certain times of
the year, fo asto keep its courfe par allel with our bigh-
and fuperior feflionsot the peace, it the creators ple afe s
and to confult, advife and determine ail niminbmlh.n

the reach of cccl_f:ﬁmht,..ﬂ councils, and efpscially, &

K
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* And'thus, we beinga pe0ple fwimming in fuch plen.
ty, thatall our chargeable meafures both dDmeﬂle in
our private families, and public in church and common
wealth, being not near {ufficient, to take off our wafte,
and ﬁlpelﬂuous ftreams, and our riches and ftores fo
plainly. over-loading us, we have heré formed a crea-
ture, that will help to {up up all, and feeding upon
our full bdﬂ«:cts, we fhall find, that the further we go

with £/op’s load, the lighter we fhall grow 5 then who
will not admire the wifdom of the invention ?
3. Our next tatk is to examine the original of this

council, which inquiry, may be refolved into this dif-
junct pr Opoﬁtmn, viz. This council in the refult of the
will,obeying the underf’cﬂndmg n its laft ditates, erring

OF not erring.
The que{hon being thus ftated, it Is at every man’s

lleltV, to take the part in the disjunction which befk
likes him. I fuppofe the propofal arrefted and brought .
to trial, will plead, not erring, or not guilty, as is ufual
with all eriminals, when indi¢ted’s and therefore fecing
you expect 10 be cleared by the jury, ycv muft give us
an honeft account, who iet you on work, and what
rule you were guided by to affure us that your intellece. .
tual powers were free from error in forming this coun-
cil, and we will give you room enough in your own
defence. For,

(ft. If you can produce evidence from the canon of
{cripture, in exprefs terms, or by found confequence,
and prove NVew-England churches are obliged to form
a {tanding and ftated council, or that you are to do 1t
tor them, &c. we will fubmlt But no fuch canon can

¢ found. The propofals then incur a heavy premunire
for making fo bold with a {ettled government, and

nd text to warrant the attempt.
2. [s it by any authority, derived from the civil go-,

vernment of the country by law, ov praltice, that this

wunul is here erelted ¢
(. By law, if there be any fuch lftw, you have hbcx ty

10 pu,ad it in your own defence.
2. By praltice, has the civil government ever fet fuch

an example ? Have they ever intrencht upon the privi-
leoes of the'churches in the leaft degree ¢ And in their!
uwn 0gb, are they not more exemplary ¢ Don’t all men
keep to comumiffion ¢ Arve they not curious in maintaig-
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ing 21l fettled forms, as the limits and boundaries of all
mens altions and interefts ¢ Nay, is not the exalted
head of thig'body politick in his whole miniftry,careful
to fteer all his actions by his commiffion, and the pre-
cept of law ? Is not the leaft error (tho’ made by jea-
loufy, and not found in reality) that looks but like an
arbitrary action prefently drawn into comphmt, as A
great grievance, and common neufance ? If it bebut
in dream, that the exchequer appears toucht, without
a precept, or the wings of our civil liberties clipt, or {o
much as a feather be pluckt from them, is not the coup-
try here and the court at home filled with complaints 2
What means all this ? And yet muft thefe churches,
formed by principles of piety and honor; and under the
fteerage of a wife and juft government, bear whole cart
loads of injuries, and have all their liberties violated ¢
And at [aft have a ftated antichriftian arbitrary coun-
cil, that can cut their throats for all the wife regulation,
that is in it, be thruft in upon them and both {cripture
and the wife fathers of the common wealth, no patrons
toit 7 And what muft we fwallow all this ¢ This muft
needs be a very heavy meal to digeft !

Ut opes et Lamentabile Regnum------Eruerint ?
They fpoil our kingdom, and our .courage dafh,
They take our wealth, and leave us nought but trafh,
3. Is there any certificate, order, or vote, from the

churches, ‘as the womb of this council ¢ If there be,
the propofals thall then pafs for the innocent midwite,
and no harm fhall come. But, alas / If we fearch all
church records,the purfuit is blankt | Therefore it muft
r’c’md for a darmg intrufion upoen the churches power
or privilege. -
it is and will be acknowledged, with great juftice
and fatisfaction, that the paftors of the churches are in
2 high ftation, asthey reprefent the great thepperd,and
their truft is noble and great; They arerulers, andwo
r:ondu& all tranfadtions, &c. But yet muft never in-
tringe the churches power of privilege in any branch
of it ? It becomes~the holinefs, wifdom and honor of
the ruling officers at a crifis, when the churches are
cxercife of this power, not to allow themielves to dic-
tate too imperioufly :"They muft never indeed, in all
their miniftration, talk with fuch an elevated Lmquage,
as in the 3d fection of the 2d party in thele words, tiz.
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That each church chufe and depute: ode of riore”
(private members) to atterd their paftor in their flated
fefion, &c. As tho’ the high commiflion court was
returned frot exile,andnow opened, and fome of your
graces were to belord chancellor ; This plainly carrieth
too higha creft. What ! to confider yourfelvesasa
diftint eftate from the churches, and to fend out of.
vour higher houfe your orders- to be obey’d in the
lower houfe, &c? But, I fay, this isnot right, for in
concerning and calling of councils the churches are
your fuperiors; and upon a fevéere interpretation of
their canons, they may, if they pleafe, leave you at
home. For tho' you have been elefted once intc
office, yet in the exercife of this their power, you ftand
.. but eompetitors with other principal perfons, for their
‘;;*t:@oice and election, to determine you members of an:
- recclefiaftical council: Poflibly this doétrine may feemto.
"isii’iﬁ buta very crude dofe. But yet 1 affure you, it is ap=
- probated by acollege of very able and learped phy-
ficians 3 and I hand it to you as I find it made up in the
churches cheft of medicines, platform; chap. 16. fect.
2. 'the efficient canfe of ecclefiaftical councils, or fy-
nodical affemblies, next under Chrift, is the power of
the churchrs fending forth their elders and other mef-
fengers, &e. fed. 3. magiftrates have power to call a
fynod, by calling to the churclies to fend forth their
clders, and meflengers, &c. for the conflituting of a
fynod, is a church a&, fe&. 6. Becaufe none are or
fhould be more fit to know the ftate of the churches,
nor to advile of ways, &c, Therefore itis fit, that in
tne.choice of the meflengers for fuch affemblies, they
have fpécial refpe® unto fuch, viz. elders: That cer-
tamnly it you expect your council fhall - efcape condem-
nation, you mult then produce the Probatum ¢ff of the
churches, or elfe it perifhes under this tryal.

4. Can you fhew any patent for the emperial cham-
ber.of our mighty monarch, to take into your hands
(that yeu may new wodel) thefe chnrches (the royal
demefnes of Chrift Jefus, the privce of peace) as an
e'cheat to the crown? Or have you commiffion with
1nftructions from therce to ereét within the provinee,
fuch coftly and formidable affemblies, as are here pro-
Jected 7 Nay, it you can find or pick up amongft the
old ftatutcs, that are not guite worn out, or produce
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orie-venerable preceptor example throughout-the-whole
Lnglith empire, for the government of church or fiate
therem 3 we will {tate your cafey and grant you one im-
parlan-ce (with due time)if you can make any reafo na-
ble prefumption, it may be had for your juftification ;
aod in the mean=time, I thall venture to recite a few
principles of-'the Epglith government, that are like the
’ena Gava, or gréatarteries in nature, which circulate
the blood and {pirits- tliro’ the imperial body 3 and if
they don’t all with a joint voice (like a jury In their
return, where né man diflents) condemn your council
and whole {cheme, you fhall full havea goal dclwe: Ys

and be fet frees - -
Principle; 1. There is no one of the three eﬁates of

the efpire, can make a valid-aét to bind the fubje& or
inftitute any new forms of government.

Itis certain the parliament, that fupream court, by
an united voice,. is' very tranfcendent ; it makes nully
enadls, and-abrogateth ail laws, ftatutes and erdinances
concerning matters ecclefiaftical, civil, martial, maritime,.
&c. Thereforeall aéls,inftitutions,creations of trift,cor--
porations and offices, 6lth€1 originally and immediately,
or by-a fair' confequence, derive from this -fountaia
the imperial crown, inricht with many prerogatives,
and adorn’d with many ample flowers; they were
there planted by the creating power of the nation, and
no Englith monarch can at pleafureenlarge that garden
“with a new fpecies. That to meet with fuch things as
thefe now under debate within an Englifh province,&c.
Query, Whether they are enalted by fingle men, or
{mall fadtions ; or by the united voice of the kingdom ¢
It not by the latter, they muft die traitors to the em-
pire, as tranfgrefling againft the effentials of its confti-
tution, and liberty of confcience is nocity of wfuge here.

Principle 11. AIl Englifh men-are privileged by and
ftrictly bound to the law ; that’s the fruitful reafon of
all good, and rule of duty, To be bound to the peace,
or the good behavior, is to be bound to the law, that’s
every mans mafter and guide. Query, Whether thefe
propofals, and this council, have not put a ﬂlght upon
this dominioh ¢ . -

Principte 11, The vengeance or vindiQive juftice

of the nation, flames (iathe fanction of the law)aganR
3l tranfgreflors. ~
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 Every one that breaks the law, breaks trom the rule
of his duty and truft, and in adegree violates the power
of the nation, and uf‘urps the whole legiflation ; there-. -
fore in the execution of thefe direful fan&ions and pe--
nalties affixed to the ftatutes, the omnipotent power of
the nation, revenges the-glory of its own independence
and unaccountablenefs upon its infolent fubjelts, ac-
cording to that, Gen. 2. 17. lIn the day thou eateft
theresf, thou foalt furely die. Thercforc I may f 1yt

this-council, Memento Mori, .
Principle V. Every great perfon 1S under the awe

of the law, either-as diretive or coerfive.

It is the faying of thofe who are fkilled in- the law,
That Reg in Regno Szm, Superiores habet, DEUM et LE-
GEM ; Theking has in his realm two fuperlors, GOD
and the LAW, the heis only under the direltive ;
but all his great ﬁlb_]e&s are-under the coerfive power
ofit. The nobles and oreat minifters in church and-
ftate look upon the law, as the watchful eye of fome
direfnl numen. The fuperior clergy-men, the great bi-
fthops of the kingdom, sho’ they appear mafters of fuch
prerogatives, yet they have nothing butwhat theyderive
from the law ; and the laws are their boundaries,faying

Hitherto ye fball go, and no further at your peril. That,’
thole great men might as well have undertaken with

Archimides, to have removed the earthly globe (upon™
- condition) as to have done fuch a thing as this, What !
to-alter the conftitution of church-government, which
is eftablithed by the ftatute and canon law of ch urch
and nation ? This is to blow upthe kingdom. -Ergo,
put out your matches, and diflolve your trains. |
Principle V. All Englith men live and die by laws
of their own making. That they are never plealed
with upftart law-makers. ;
Principle VI. That Englih government and law 1s

a charter-party fettled by mutual compad between per-
{fons of all degrees in the nation, and no man muft {tart

from it at his peril.
Query, Whether thefe propofals have kept to the

articles of this great covenant ? .
Principle VII. Ecglifhmen hate an arbitrarypowex |

(politically confidered) us they hate the devil.
For that they have thro’ immemorial ages been the

owners of very fair enfranchizements. and liberties, that
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the fenfe, favor or ]:ngh efteem of them are (as:it were)
extraduce, tranfmitted thh the elemental materials of
their eflence from generatlon to generation, and fo in-
genate and mixed with their frame, that no artifice,
craft or force ufed, can root it out. Naturam expellas
Furta licet zg[gue recurrit.;;; And tho’ many of their in-.
cautelous princes have cncfeavoured to null all their
charter rights and immunities, and agrandize them-
{elves in the fervile fate of the {ubjells, by fetting up
ther own feperate will, for the great ftandard of go-
vernment over the nations, yet they have all along paid
dear for their attcmpts, both in the ruin of the nation,
and in iaterrupting the increafe of their own grandure,
and their foreign {cttlements and conquefts, ,

Had the late reigns, before the acceflion of the great
William and Mary; to the throne of England, but taken
the meafures of them ; and her prefent majedty, in de-
prefling vice, and advancmg the union and wealth, and
encouraging the prowice and bravery ,of the nation,
they might by this time have becn capable to have
given laws to any monarch on earth 3 but {pending
their time. in the purfuit of an abfolu te monarchy’
(conuary to the temper of the nation, and the ancient
conftitution or the government) thro” all the meanders
of ftate craft: Ithas apparently kept back the glory,
and dampt all the moft noble affuirs of the nation.
And when under the m:dmﬁ*y of Machiavilan art, and .
eunning of a daring prince, this monfter, tyranny and
arbitrary government, was at laft juft born, apon the.
holding up of a finger ! Orupon the leaft fignal given,
ON the whole nation goes upon this HYDRA.

The very name of an arbitrary government is ready
to put an Englifh mans blood into a fermentation ; but
when it really comes, and (hakes itswhip over their ears,
and tells them it 1s their mafter, it makes them ftark
mad 3 and being of 2 memical genius, and inclined to
to follow the court mode, they turn arbitrary too. |

‘That fome writers, who have obferved the govern-
ments and humonrs of nations, thus diftinguifh the In-
glifh.

The emperm (they {ay) is the king of kings, the
ng of Spain is the king of men, the king of Ftrance
the king of affes, and the king of Englend the king of

devils ; : for that the Eng olifh nation can never be brxdled
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and rid by an. arbltary prince.. ‘Neither can-any chainy
put on by difoptick and- arbitrary. meafures’ liold thefy
Ieglens. That to conclude this plea, I find not amongf’c
- all the catalngues of hieroes or worthy things in the
Englifp empire, peers to thefe undertakers; therefore |
we muft needs range them with the arbitrary princes of
the earth, (fuch as the great Czai~or Ottoman monarch)
who have no other rule- tdgovern’by, but their own will,
And thegefore under thi§Branch of our difcourfe, and
their arbltmry meafures, 1 fhall venture to- annex'the
followmg thefes, as conclufidnsg ~fairly dcdu&cd from
the premifes, and leave them to rconﬁﬂm ation.: - %
Théfis 1. They have out-king'd, aRekings -on. carth
whole prerogatives are bonnded, and -fheir kingdoms
governgd by law.

Thefts 2. ‘They have out blfhop’t all “the bxﬂmps of
GreﬂtBl‘ltam,Whllﬁ they them{elves haveated with fuch
lawlefs liberty, and left the blﬂmps fettered in the ftafines.

Thefis 3. They have out-pop’t the pope himfelf; who
is head of an hierarchy, fupportec by certain laws, acts
and ordinances,for the maintaining anharmeny oruni-
on between head and members. S0 in the next place,

4.Wecome to furvey the work cut out for this council.

Cato that great and grave philofopher, did commonly

demand (when any new projeét was propounded uato
Yim) Cui Bono? or what good was like to enfue ¢ Now
in this prefent bufinefs, the definition pretends to make
a fatisfaltory anfwer to fuch a queftion, viz. In the im-
ployment of this annual council ; and thatis to enquire
into the condition of the- churchcs, and advife fuch
things as.may befor the advantage of ourholy religion.

It is certain, confidering the nature of the creature.

here formed, there had need be fome Hercylean labour
afligned. Thofe who are purveyours, and muft provide
quarters, will find it very chargeable, that it had need
do very extraordinary bufinels. As once king-fames the

firft faid to a big-lim’d ceuntry fellow, who came to:
court to be a porter ; fome that knew him, told the king

how many bowls full, and quarters of mutton he would
eat at a meal, fays the king to the fellov:, You firrah,

that eat fo much more than other men, if you cannet
do To much more work than other men, by my {0l
(fays the king) T'll hang ycm So here, there had need

S goa hmdfomc {tock of fmall cattle;and other cxpences

Al
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to maintain ong¢ feflions : that if it has confidence . (& -
neet, 2 and is treated with an ordmary allowance, if it .
can’t do abundance of work, it will be wafte charges,
aund. great incumberment,

Nowy it this be all that is here prapofcd {in my opi-’
nion) the creators are very defetive in their proporti-
ons; for tho’the work mentioned is in itfelf good work ;
“but it’s all done already to their hands, thereis no- - -
thing of this dature negleéted in New-England churches ;-
at the leaft, no means or methods wanted ; but as God

fays, Fer. 5. 4. *¢ What could have been done more for
my vineyard, that [ have not done in it;” may proper-
Iy be applied to the churches here, and all for the ad-
vantage and good of our holy religion;; that, in a word,
there is no want in this country, unlefs it be the want
of good and honeft hearts ; and I {uppofe you have
nene. of thofe to bequeath, Mat. 25 9. Upon the firft
view of this ftupendous bufinefs, I was ready to fancy,
whether or no you had dream’d of or feen king Henry
_ the eighth a coming with his old cafe and queftion,which
involved the pope, his conclave, and all the accademies -
in Europe, and whether you were:getting a mighty cafuift
ready, to take the kings confcience into confideration ?
Or, whether you had news of.the old Aridn war, its
breaking . out again, that you fhould i fuch Hafte,
(without citing other eftates for the defence of the ng- .
dom, but only by virtue of your prerogative] run upy
fuch a formidable and coftly redoubt ¢ But if it be all
come to this, and there is no niore to do § than what
every pious and wife man does every day, every week,
and every {effiogs, it is even another fit or paroxifm of
the mountains bringing forth, as the poet fays, Par<
turiunt Montes, &c.- - |

But'to humor what would feem ferious in the pro-
pofal; *I fhall confider both parts of the work diftinctly.:

The firftis,to enquire into the condition ofthe churches?

Anfw. Now whether this precept, fo full of fweat
and {ervitude, may not vie it for merit, as equal in pains
with any of the great prelates in Europe, in their labo-
vious vifitations ; who when they comeinto fome capi-
tal town in the other part of their diocefs, and being
trcated with the folemn formalities of fumptuous feafts
hv the nqutv and genmi‘ in the neighbourhood, an

!."-i-
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having fpent the Bigeft part of their paftoral vifit in glits
ing themi€lves with' honot and’ full tables ; at laft be~
gin the other part of their work, and inquire (pofiibly}
how many parifhes in this great town, and whether
there be any chyrurgeons, phyficians or {chool-mafters,
that do good to their neighbours without licence ? Or,
whether there te dny new Golpotha’s to be dedicated,
for the fecurer retreat of the dead to that place ? Or,
whether the parifh curates read fervicé wellyand obferve
to tiime their particular leflons; with the canonical days ¢
And efpecially,whether the bellsare kept in good order 2,
All which makes up a noble piece of fervice, to requite -
a crown or kingdom for the revenues of a barony £
And, whether it may be thought, that our great
and yeayly council, will come a whit behind the afore-~
faid minillry in the firft or laft part of fervice mention-
ed? And whethor if they do but equal them, we may
not be thought to have made a wife fettlement ¢ Bue
notwithftanding we fhall . grant, the propofal makes
mention of a- chriftian duty; for that it becomes 2all
men, who bear a love to Chrift, to enquire into the
ftate of his churches, both for the manifefting their love
to men, and dire&ing their prayers and gratitude to
GOD. Thezrefore,

1. As to their owtward and temporal ftate, we may
inform ourfelves, by virtue of neighbourhood, by chrif-
tian travellers, and public letters: of intelligence : and
thus we may rationally, and with very good moral cer-
tainty know the ftate of the churches, both in other
countries and our own ; and thus good Nehemiah in-
forms himielf at Shufban, how it fared with his breth-
ven at Ferufalem, Neh, 1. 2, 3. |

2. As to their moral-ftate (whicl confifts in their
profeflion, faith, manner of worfhip, difcipline ands
converfation) this is difcovered particularly, by their
direftories, confeflions of faith, platforms, rubrick, Ii-
turgies, and other canonical fyftems;, made public for
that end, &c. And confidering, that whatever of this
nature is neceflary for the advance of religion, is well
adjufled in thisicountry, it muft needs be hut a vain re-
petition, or {enflefs tautology for a council to meet year-
ly or quarterly for.this end,viz. To enquirewhat news,
or whether New-England’s confeflion of . faith is-the
fame this yeary' as it wag laft ! Or whetherall-the

-
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churches, their manner of worlhip, is this fabbath as it . |

was the other ?  And as to their converfation’ (which
may {feem to lic moft ont of fight) .{fufficient provifion
made by the principles of our wife platform (for up-
Aholding the communion of churches) for our inquiry
and information here alfo. - Andthus we come to the
other part of this good work, viz, -

2. To advife {uch things as . may be for the advan-
tage of our holy religion. - |

Anfwer. Query, Whether or no there been’t pub-
lithed weekly from the oracles of God (and that with
great foundnefs and zeal) more truth in a day than' all
New-England can pradtife in a long time after ¢ And
whether ail the churches and the whole land are not
honor’d and addreft, from week to week, in {uch mea-
fures by infallible truth, if not by infallible nien ? Or
whether or no thefe methods dont divulge the whole
mind of God to each plantation ?

Or, whether thefe gentlemen have any fecrets of
wifdom, not yet made known ¢° Or whether they in-
tend to ferve the churches, as fome great philofophers
and profound artifts in medicine ferve the world, viz.
fuch who carry {fome great ineftimable Catbolicon to the
orave with them ? |

And whether they will be thus hard hearted in re-
ligion, as the other are in “philofophy, unlefs we wiil
gratity them with this piece of prodigality here exalt-
ed ! I muft ackaowledge I have little patience towards
thefe things, that under fuch a fpecious {hew and pre-
tence, fuch a direful cataftrophe fhould be fhrowded !
I muft needs fay, its plainly {ome of Foab's friendfhip,
when he fpiake quietly and peaceably to Abner, fmiled
in his face, as his friend, but ftabbed him to the heart,
under the fifth rib, that he dropt, and died. .

But however, I {hall cndeavor, to refcue myfelf from
all impatience, and with deliberation fum up my anfwer,
in an appeal to your own reafonsconcerning thofe {eve-
ral created trufls, which God has eftablifhed, and
cloathed with.his own authority, every one of which Is
acezd with great vigor, and fuccefs; and whether you
think you can do more than all thefe for religion ? Or

. prefcribe something new which they never tho’t of. As

1ft. Civil authority, in two great branches. *

1. Legiflative power (that civil omnipatence) s do
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jng very great things for religion, by their proclamati-
ons, and all penal laws enaclted for the crufhing of im-
moiality and vice, and alltheir wife and exact-precepts
for the fupport of juftice and piety. They are opening
many civil channels, whereby they are conveying judg-
ment, juftice and righteouinefs down our ftreets, from
the great fountain. Nay, this great and dread affem-
bly puts awe upon all mankind. And - the more daring
and defperate are kept within compafs, from a {enfe of
this moft terrible feat of thunder hanging over their
heads, & upon every affront ready to break in ftrokes
of vengeance and woes upon them, efpecially if they
grow beyond the reach of common law. -
) | And in ordinary cafes.

- 2. Theexecutive power, or minifters of the Jaw, are
like a ftanding camp to awe, and a flying army to beat
off the enemy ; they have their fpies and {couts out in
every quarter to abferve his motions, and break his
meafures, viz. In the innumerable numbers of all forts
of civil officers ; and thus by the {word of juftice they
hunt downf{in, and impiety in the land. They are 2 ter-
ror to evil men, and a praife to them that do well 5 for
the civil authority, by their wife and juft precepts, theit
perfonal and noble examples and zealous adminiftrati-
ons, out-do Plato himfclf with all his moral reafons
for they can turn a Sodom into a Sion and keep Sion
1o be Sion evident by the hiftory and chronicles of {feve-
ral governmentsof God’s ancient people. Nam Regis ad
Fxemplum Totus Componitur Orbis. For chief rulers, by
their good or bad meafures, can make or mar, kil or
Cuve a nation, in a moral fenfe.

2 The churches.

View once more, from {ome lofty promontory or
Pifrah, thofe goodly tents and tabernacles of Ifrael’’
Liften ! Is not God with thein, and the fhout of a king
amongft them ? Are they not as valleys {pread forth,
and as gardens by the rivers fide, whick the Lord hath
planted 7 And yet, not with ftanding, may we, mutt
we under your conduét, break up their fences, to give
them to another fort of culture ? Nay, confider well |
Avre not the flowers better wed, and the weeds more
kept down, than in moft of the inclofures in the world,

belonging to the great hufband-man ? And may you
pot (in reckoning up of means) allow.us pecularly to
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afcribe to their government, and other of theli meq-
fures agreeing with the nature of it in dleﬁing the
ground ? But I will not enlarge this head ; it is obvious
enough from their miniftry, from their faith, their dif-
cipline and converfations.

| 3.- The nurferies of learning.

1. The inferiour {chools, where the leaven is laid hid
and kneaded in the foft dough 3 Et Emollii meres, nec
[mit effe feros, &c.

2. The college (that artlllerv garden: from whence
we receive our moft expert {oldiers of Chrift, dnd
whence Chrift’s troops are fupplied with chief com--
manders, who lead on to ftorm the ftrong holds of the
common enemy, and fecure our great ally, religion),
this is the feminary of learning and virtue, and the fuc-
cefs is almoft a miracle, unlefs for humiliation we muft
fecret the great grace and gifts. of God which flow
from that fountain, and are difperfed through the land.

Query. Were .a council. callcd of all the learned
heads of the whole univerfe, could they diétate better
laws, and advife. better meafures for the acquirement,
of learning, the increafe of virtue and gc}od religion,
than are in that royal province ! -

4. The families of the country with thezr oeconomy
and family religion ; if we take a furvey of the whole
land we fhall find religion placed in the body pOhtch
as the foul in the bod'jr patural.  Nam eff Tota Anima,
in Toto Corpore, et Tota in Qualibet parte ; that is, the
whole foul is in the whole body, and whcle in every
part. That were any other part of thehody organized
befides the head, it would be capable to exercife reafon,
&c. So religion is placed and exercifed in its principles,
virtues and governments through the families of the
country, {0 many families {o many little {anctuarics.

Ido acknowledge, there is no general rule, but-has’
1ts exceptlons ; but under this caution I may @ affiv m,
* there is no {fuch '{pot of earth in the earthly globe (io
helaboured with famlly devotion, reading (Gods word,
catechlzmg and well inftrufting youth, with neat’ 'md
virtuous examples, .and divine prayers, non ex (saice,
fed ex Corde, not out of books, but out of hearts, the
folemmzmg fabbatbs, and family attendance on public
means) as is New-England, And if fo, then what need
kave we of this late ipvention ! 1 herefore to concluds,
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- J fhall, for my-part, with the jealous Lacscon, enter.a
' caution againit taking down-the fides of the city, or o-
pening the walls of our Sion to let in thisTrojan horfe;
and let all Ifrael fay, amen ! For, blefled be God, tho’
we want to have our hearts renewed daily, but as for
means, tho’ .we have no glut, we have. plcnty enough
and want no new inftitutions. - -

. We come now to meafure, and find out the time ap-
pointed for the council,

1. Certaimv1z.' Once in the year, at the-leaft, all the
affociations in the country, and -according to ‘the moft
plaufible interpretation of the propofals, one or more
lay-delegates fhall join and meet yearly and evcxy year
in the great affemblies.

Anfwer. As Auftin fays of time, Vivo in Tempore,
Loguor de Tempere, fed Nefcio quid fit Tempus, I live in
time, I fpeak of time, but yet.I know not what time is,
Soldo imagine, the ditators did not” well weigh time
by exalt ballance, in all its contents, fenfe and mean-
ing, when they carved outfuch alarge portion .to this
illegal claimer. Time is juftly efteemed precious, in
relation to heaven.and grace, and al{c very valuable with
refpedt to the intereft of nature and this life. . There-
fore, care fhould.be.had, that it ben’t fquandered a-
way waftfully. Our.natural lives, healths and honor,
families and eftates are all very fignificant and coﬂly
things, and their dependence is muech on the well huf-
banding of time,infomuch thatinhard.& penurious cli-
mates, the inhabitants had need -be:very faving:of time
for the fupport of allthefe great interelts,and efpecml]y
fecing there is fo muchitime already fet off for religion.

As, 1. Thefeventh part of time is afligned by the wife
author of time, and that well improved, will do much
for the fupport of religion. .

2, There:are great proportions (ofit of the time left
to our difpofe) frankly bequeathed for the.good of re-
lipion, as in courts, churches, college, fchool, famities,
clofets, aind in many-other facred intervals, breathing
{pells, from the hurry of bufinels, to render. men mere
{edate and heavenly (called timé out of {eafon) and all
for the fervice of -religion 3 then.to add and ‘make this
offering alfo, without a divine mandate, is but a work
of fuperarrogation or fuperftition,and fo.will prove not
only a needleis, but an extravagant victini, -
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And moreover; to add a juft aggravation or two, 0.

fet forth-the-evil'in the impofition, Iihall with them,
conclude the plea,

Aggmvatzan I. Is taken from the great and fufﬁuent |

care and proviiion made by the 15th and 16th chapters

of our platform, for the convening of “occafional and
needful councils, for the fervice of the churches, and-
{upport of religion upon all emergencics. Then what
necd we throw away fo many. years of time at aventure,

as is here tendered inthe propofal,before our receflitics -
or occaﬁons call' for the expence ; unlefs we would i

imitation of the Rhodian Colofs, or Egytian. -Pyramids,
eret a monument of our vain'glory and’ pridé, more

than of our prudencey policy or duty.
Aggravation II. Is taken from the great affront,real

3nd rational, done to cmpire.

. Real, In making thus bold,. with: the t:me and

e{’cates of loyal fubjeéts..
2. Rationaly For let us but confider, that about three

hundred men (gown men, and ﬁvmd-men) with twice

the number of attendants, which will make up near 2
thoufand ftrong (and all well hors'd and provided) to

be muftered, no man living oneirth can tell for what,
cannot be well refented by crowned heads; thofe-ad-.

mirers of order :* That the project casried- on, may .
breed jealoufies in the. heart of.our prince, left that =
Ket, Cade; Straw or Tyler have pitch’t upon an oak of
reformation again, with an intent to over-hawl the go-
vernment, &c.. And efpecially fecing the crown was.
never advifed of any fuch-thing (as is propofed) by the
regular forms of empire. There is dinger of lofing;
our time, and the credit of our-loyalty together ; that
all things confidered, the beft way will be, for us to.
keep well, whillt we are well ;. and-therefore let every .
man and focrety be advifed toimprove their time wilely,
keep in their poft, and honeftly ftudy to do their own
hufinefs, which God, law and regular {fettlements has
intrufted them with ;3 and we may then hope things
will go well with us, and our holy -religion.

2. Uncértain, viz. When the creators pleafe, and can
agree, for the more particular-time- is beft left to the

J

determination of each affociation,as tle propofal affirms. -

- And thus we are left VEry uncertain, when, where, or-

whether it will evers be s {o that I perceive, you have na |
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| great dependance upon it, neither muft wé-:-The wif-
dom of civil government hath adother {ort of condn&. .
Sueh things are not left to difcretion, for that would be.
irdifcretion, and. the way to turn the world into a bed-
lam, or the dwelling-place of' mad:men. And in the
example before us, {uppole the “arbitrators (when the
queﬁ*on for the time is propounded) fhould differ, and
hotly difpute the matter ; and fome fiould plead; it
was bc{t to be in the winter, and {fome in the fummer ;
fome argue for-the fall, and -fome for thé fpring, ac-,
cording as every mans tcmper leads him ; and-at laft;re--
ferring it to 2 majority of voices; [hould they (for want
of an odd man) lock it 'by a equal vote, %and {o keep- .
it like a game at chefs, for feveral years on the table,
and neither fide get the maftery ; we may then in our
diftreflcs hollow whilft our throatsach,& no help comes;.
for they have voted-themielves faft (hL.e two bucks In.
their own horns) and can’t fir for our rfelief.

-6. We muft, according to promife, make-fome en-
quiry, whethel this council is to meet, or for the pl'u:e
of meeting ? - |

‘It is .held in opinion, . that caftles in the air, and im-
material {fubftances do ‘not -occupy -place 3 philofophy
affigns them no more then a Ui, ‘where many may
exift in-Punélo Indivifibli, or on the point of 2 needle ;
and if this council is'(as I apprehend 1t) belonging to,
" that conjugation or catalogue of beings, it will then.
have this privilege: belongmg to it, viz. ‘There will be
no houfe to-build, nor houfe rent to pay. -

7. Wecome now (in the laft place) to confider its -
‘maintainance, by three queries. -

- 1ft. Query, Whether -the churches in their ex-
piring, muft (as all criminals do). pay for their own
execution, and their eftates be confifcate, and referved
as a fund, yieldinga certain ﬁlpend per annum, to fup-

port ! their executioners ?
2d. Query, Whether the contmgent fees of the fel-

fions, ‘or the free and voluntary contribution of .
clients, may be thought a medinm fufficient ? Or, .-

3d. Query, Whether it muft not be-here, as it is in
fome . civil cafes;- under-the cognizance of -'a very .
peateable and good -natured - juftice, that for. the
healing of a difference amongft reighbours, adyifes

them- to agree, &<, and fo ket every inap hear hlfo‘
own charges.
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‘Bat how it is, or which way they intend t6 raife a
{uppoit for.a ftanding council, yea:ly, and every yeas
I cannot find: out ; there is no ftipend fettled, or
provifion made, in the canons, which give it being.

It is certdin, in'the hiftory of Gods works, he firft
makes his houfe, &c. then furnithes his table witls
great varieties 3 and then invites his guefts; and makes
them welcome ;5 and fo it is. with -all regular created
efficients botlt rational and natural ; but inrthis {fcheme:
there is nothing done for the fuppért of the new born
infant, butlike a run-away dam, you leave it to the
mércy of the heavéns, But poflibly the relief is ftored. ..
up in your creating power ; fo that if the charitable
churches will but find a cradle for the firft night, and

naturalize it, you will by your creating fiat, foon find

a fortune, if all the tythes in the province will-do it.
Thus, according to engagement, we have paflzd thro®
the feveral -heads, relating to the ftanding council,
and 1 think: by the Analyfs, it is fufficiently refolved
into its firft nothing 'y and therefore in what remains,
I fhall be more brief in my anfwer, -
Sect. 11, HAT to this end, thefe aflociated
| - . paftors,'withtheir refpéétive churches
fhall confociate and combine. ' S
Anfw. There is plainly an Hyferon and Proteron,
(2 prepofterous {péech, or mifplacing of terms, paftors
and churches) in this fe€tion; and tho’ in rhetorick it
breaks no great fquares, yét in politicks, where the
juft boundaries ‘of governmentsare to be fet out, the
mif-placing ' fome great words, may ruflle the whole
fcheme 3 {o that according to the more wary idiom of
our church-government, it fhould be written thus, viz.
The refpeltive churches, fhall confociate and combine,
and-their paftors fhall attend and minifter, as- theis :
duty-doesoblige them, - . L
Sect, III. . A Ccording to what has been by the
 “ L7X fynods of thefe ¢chuitches, reconm
mended, thae they alt as confocidted "churches, in all
holy watchfulnefs and hefp'\fﬁlriefs;'t'qﬁai:ds eachother.
Anfw. Titus the Roman-general, 15 'very honorable
for'his great pity to theé Jfraglites,” in many examples
that fell-into his hands 5 byt all ‘this whilé he was i@ -
fiegé of that famous town ‘and' templéi and deiigned
to root them out of houfe gnd home, or {ubjedt themt
to the mercy and pleafure-of a conquéror.

M

-
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8o here. Tho’ you ﬁmle upon us, i reciting fome
of the principles ok our own government; (for whick
we ‘thank you (yet fiill we muft obferve the noifeof

" your” mattocks, that we may meet with your tténches,
" for you are il carlymg on your works, and undei-

mining us. .
Sect. IV, T T is plo ounded, asthat which from our

begmmng, has been recommended, &c.
Anfw. You feem to reflect- upon our beglnmnas,,
with a fingular air and -afpe, when you find dny
word or paffage, that -falls in with your defign, as tho’
you were fenﬁb]e thofe things where very argumen-
tative and hinding; and- indeed - they are fo, Then
why can’t you fall in with the whole fetdlement, and
lay to youzielveq -what nced we fiand puzling our
heads for new- fchemes about church-government- 2
Fhere is one from our beginnings, that is compleat, be-
ing adjufted by the'laws of honor and affigns to all par-
tics their due, and "gives to officers rule, power and
honor ¢nough ; therefore let usy now we are met,order
- a new urmrcﬁion, and {o break up, For alas, alas.!
What need you,.like the thisvifh bird; pick here and
there a {traw or a feather in our yards, to build a new
.neft ? or nowand then aather up a kernal, or a grain
“out of our firft frujts ? The whole plantauon and crop
~ 1§ yours, if you pleafe to make ufe of it 5 and it will be
your livelihood, ag'it has been hitherto ; only you muft
remember to pay.the quit-rent, as. honorable tenants,,
and not take yourfelves to be lords of the mannor. -
| Seﬂ V. CEIHAT the aflociation fhall direct, when
there is occafion, [for this counml to
convene, on any emergercy, and fhall diret whether
the whole, ot only acertain number of thefe confociated
paftors and ehurches fthall convene onfuch occafions.,
Anfwer. The beg’d prerogatives of clergy- meén
come {o thick in this place, and fmell {fo ftrong of the
popes cooks and kitchen, where his broaths and. res
ftoratives are prepared, that they areenough to ftrangle
afree-bor n]:.ngllfh man, and much morethefe thurches,
that have lived in fucha clear air, and under fuch en-
Jargements fo long a time. For indeed, (forfooth)
.-:h:»ur fcore years has brought (not our hogs, but) our
mnoccnt flock to a fair market, if it is come'ta thls,
that clergy-men may buy and fell them (as the Romans.

did the Jews) thrtg for a-penny, or at leaﬂ; fay,_ pro
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tmid_ con,. at:their pleafure, upon all.the high immuni-
ties- and andent liberties of. the “churches, lyon-like
{who claims the whole prey,. and leaves:no fhare to his

allies; vel AGtum eff de  Amicitia) all is-mine ({ays he)
or farewell friendfhip. . - . I
Sect. VI. [ T appears agreable with the prefent

A ' condition of ourchurches, and from

our beginiing acknowledged, that no aét of the coun-

cil is to bé reckoned, concluded and deficive, for which.

there-has not been the concurrence of the major part
of the paftors therein concerned. o -
Anfwer. 1. The fpecificating a&t, that impowers, any
member for-an ecclefiaftical -council,. is the ehurches
election or delegation, according to our government ;
{o that the members fent, are invefted with the power,
and reprefent thofe who fend them ; The officers have
no more: of this power devolved upon them, than any
member, and therefore can challenge no more right (as
¢lders) in a major or in a negative vote, than any others,
as is very apparent in all reprefentative bodies 3 there-
fore all a&ts muft be determined by the majority of the
whole, as in the houfe of commons, tho’ made .up of
men ofgnany-different charalters, when in their own
countries, both as to their truft, learning and wifdom,

and other diftinguifhing qualifications ; yetthe meanelt

nan there hasas great,a force and power in his vote or
{ufferage, as the beft man in the houfe, for that they
all equally reprefent the ration, one man as much as
snother: So ia this cafe 3 for that the churches and
officers were never yet fince New-Znglamd tood, held
or accounted two diftin& eftates in an ecclefiaftical

council. Therefore, . : |
2. Your challenge plainly-defines your intentton,

that is to null the pawer of the churches,- and fet up -

vourfelves, as the {fubjedt gr fountain of & fuperintend-
ing power, Andthen, ifthe churches may have fo much
favor as to reprefent themfelves by their lay-delegates,in
a coungilyou fhall fee meet to call, you muft needs
allow them to be a diftiné houfe aad eftate. And irfo,.
then you muft grant them the privilegeof a major vote,
as well as yourfelves, and fo nothing can bg adted buc

by thejr compliance alfo. But I muft-acknowledge, 1

kave no plenipotentiary power to fettle articles ofagree-
ment, for the-infringing any of the rights of the char-
ches,' and’ theretore muft draw up my m emorials or

-,
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complaints of incroachments upon ancient lines’ am!
houndarnes, and fo leavethem. . :

:S'e&‘ VII HE determinations of thc councils,
‘thius provided for the neceﬂitles of

' ,the churches, &e.
1+ Anfi Lét any man read the sth and 16th chapters

of our platform, and then judge, whether the neceffi-
ties-of thefe churches are fo'urgent as this propofal,
with too much falacy infiduates, or whether they are
any ways 1o £fai’s firaits, who thought "he mighe fell
his birth-right for a’ mefs cf -pottage, if not to fave his
life, yet to gratify his peevifli-and diftrutful hunger.-

, Sect. VIII. ¥ T a particular church will not be re-

} clained, &c. -

An_/‘ This-whole Iong {cltipn is the thlrd way of the
communion of ¢hurches, laid out in the 1 sth chapter
of our platform, almoft Totidem: verbis, or, in {o many
words. And whethep or no the annexing fome of the
principles and rules of our vindiétive and more public
juftice to the fcheme, will ﬁrﬂicwntly atone for the dif~"
folution of the whole frame, which is intended by you'?

CONCLUGSTIO N, —
THESE propofals were aflented to by the delegates of
the aflociation, met according to former agreement

at B--s---y Sept. 13th, 1705, to be communicated.
.Anf. The church of England has been wont to look

upon us as men out of our wits, therefore they term us
_phanaticks, or mad-men, but-much more now. What'|

for men tobreak from the government they themielves

‘have eftablifhed by confent and practice, and arbitrarly

to rally togcthcl, and draw up a direful fenteree (if not
In terms, yet in intent) for the diffolution of a country
full ‘of the beft churches of Chrift ih the world, and then
(as it were) upon the bold found ofatrumpet, to excite.
others to ratify the dead warrant,in order toexecution |
What can this import or fignify in the thoughts of con-
fiderate men, but a vertiginous brain 7 We ‘might have
learned better, and more caution, from that morhex
church of the natton, if nat from common reafon 5 for
though the fovereign confides in the loyalty of the Ln-
olifh clcrgy, yet to maintain the -grandure . of govern-

- ment, and keep in good repair that common. i{ence,
-which keeps every maa in his ftation, therefore, accord-.
-mgto the law and cuftom of England, the convocation,

both the hlgher and lower houfe of that learned and
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-auguft afembly, neither debates nor tranfa&s any. mat-
ter whatfoever, but what our fovereign. by’ commiffion:
exprefly  ajloweth of, according: to His prer oga‘t'tve {o
that certainly to acquit Yourfelves -for wife men” you
thould have done no lefs (in 2 matter of fuch weight &. -
moment) than have petitionedehe public authority for
commiflion, before you had ventured thus far. -

Objeet. But poflibly fome may fay, . We have petm--
oned authority to eftablith our councﬂs, ﬁnce e hzwc
drawn them up in form. - -

Anf. This is ta be prepoftrous, 'lnd agl ees w1th that.
llegal way of hanging men and then judging’ them ; but
. however, it feems they. turned a deaf earto your de-
mands ; and well they lmght for they are too wife men
to alter the laws of the province, long cuftoms and -or-
derly fettlements of the churches to gratify ‘an 1mphc1t
faith in the ftark-naked Ig/fe- Dixits. of any men 5 that
unlefs you can produce a mandamus from thé: crown,
or a precept from a higher court,which by its divine .
authority fhall awe and direct them, you may alway ex- - - -
pect fuch entertainment in your precarious dddrefles 3
for moft certainly you beg at the wrong door. For you
beg Without a brief. - :

To be commended to the feveral affociated mml.ﬁers
in the feveral parts of the country,tobe dulyconfideréd.

Anf. And why not commended to the gencral court,
as has been the cuftom of our beginnings, &c. or.why
not commended nextly to the feveral churches 2 By the
queftion propofed; the comfort, {upport, and “well be-
ing of thefe churches was peculiarly pretended, then'
why might not they be nextly adviled with, for theijr
approbation” or -efteem ? ‘For if you intend it for
a new fuit, or changeof apparel, or a {et of armour
for this army in banners, it muft be the only way to try
it on, it being now fo near finithing; and if it be done
work-man- like, you will have the credit and they the
comfort of it ; but if 1t prove too ftrait-laced, or {hould
they feel themfelves as David in Saul’s coat of mail,and
ﬂmuld {hrug at it, and {ay, we cannot go in theie, we
have not proved them j yet they may throw all by and
keep to their own old {ui, WhI(?h s not yet half worn,
and the worft come to the worft, ‘you may by any law-
ful writ recover your wages & théfc who fet you on’

work to blow at this forgt--

o



Vo [ o )

e

| That I'o what may be judged for the ferwce of 011r=
‘GREAT LORD, and his holy churches.

- Anfw. You acknowledge, and fo do J, that thefe are. -
'holy churches, and (through .the grace of their great
Liord) they being {0 ; then why fhould they be inter-
vipted in their government and “difcipline, which has
been a peculiar means for the advance and promoting
Jholinefs among them ? They are ftrict in their govern-
ment'icurious, yet ‘charitable in their admiffions ; in
the eledtion of all officers, they are nice, cautious, ju-
dicious, and in the main-hitherto very fuccefsful. They
are eagle-eyed in their ‘watch ; duly hot, and impartial
in their procefs and exemplaly alts of juftice 5 and fo
dependent and free from arrogance, ‘that they dc-
knowledge themfelves accountable” under the eye of
the confomanon, tor their adminiftration ; and freely
and without covin, render an account of their altions,
and are willing to recetve advice, &c, Then why fhould
you difturb them ?

You dcknowledge them to be holy churches, and
you may well ! Then certainly they are the bethels,
where God dwells 3 'and from his grace and prefence, -
{o illuftrious .in them, why mayn’t we conclude, God-
has faid, this is my reft. fm ever, here will I dwell, for
I have deﬁxed it # And will then any good man have
‘an hand in pulling down thefe tabernacles of the Al-
mighty ? No! rather let every mar involved, fay, as
once -fob did, T will lay my hand vpon my momh
once have I fpoken, but I will not an{wex ; yea, twice,
but I will proceed no further, left I am found fighting -
againft God ;. for it js'moft certdin, all men will find
themfelves over-matcht in fuch a war. ~ |

. Be proceeded in.

Anfw, Ithink we are proceeding in the beft method.
we can forthe Prefent, for the {ervice of thefechurches,
That is to {ay, the criminal propofals being now at the
bar, and having been indifted upon feveral ftatutes
and evidence for proving matter of fact, being legal
& fufficient,the cafe is now to be dehvered to the great
jury of trials;viz, The impartial reafon of the churches,
and there having been nofuch deed done, or {een,: from
the day that this good pegple came up out of the land,
from the other fide of the great fea, unto this day, con-
fider of it, take advice and fpea\k your mmds, judg.

i9. 30.
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'And upon due deliberation, if under the conduét of
law and reafon, you-fhall bring in guilty ; then I petiti<
on for theicrown, that juftice be done in thjs following
mranner, not b}'f bam{hment, premunire or perpetual
imprifonment 3 but that the propofals be fentenc’d to
die the death of heraticks, and their afhes be expoled
to the four winds 3 that the whole fcheme may, be-
yond all hope of retricve; be loft in oblivion. And
let the churches, according to their platform, recover

and maintain their authority, liberties and luftre, {o
long as the fun and moon fhall continue.
The date,~——November the §th 1705. .

Anfw. Blefled ! Thrice blefled day ! ‘Uphold and.
‘maintain thy matchlefs fame in the kalender of time,
and let-no darknefs or fhadow of deach tainthe 3 let
thy horizon comprehend whole conftellations of favor-
able and aufpicious -ftars, wﬂe&mg 2 benign influence

&

on the Engli/b monarchy.. And upon every return,.in

thy anniverfary ‘circuits, keep an indulgent eye open
and wakeful upon-all ‘the beauties (from the throne to.
the footftool) of that mighty empire !

And when it is thy misfortune to concéivé 1m0nﬁer,
- which may threaten any part of the nations glory, let |
it come crippled from the womb, or elfe travel in
birth again, with {fome roble hero, or invincible
Hercules, who may conquer and confound it

The lajt binding vote. . o

" At an aflociation mecting, the fore- gomg plopofals
- were read, and aflented to.

Anfw. Whether for a {mall junéto of gentlemen,_
without being orderly called (as a committee of wife
and learned men to furvey an old government, and
make their report) by any fupream authority; for
them of their own lreads, to meet and draw up articles,
againft, and in imitation of the higheft and moft regu-
hr ﬁate on earth ; to vote ‘up a fchéme of their own,

inventing, and thereby figa the condemnation of a

grave ecclefiaftical government, which has *een ad-.
mf'tcd by the rules of equity and honor, and for the

feccurity of all perfons and parties interctred and invol-
ved, and wgulai ly fetiled. and eftablifhed- by all the
churches in the province ; and owned ratityed, and
honored by the -civil authority of the empire ; and
eminenily blefled by God, through a long ferjes and

u el
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fupceﬁ'ion of years 5 NOW whether ﬁlch a darmg a&mn
as this, can be placed under any ( of thé topicks of PO
litical or moral wifdom, either of the féar of God,’ -
~eallegiance  to. theit prince, or love to’ their country7
Or whether or o 'they don’t for their defiance to the”
churches, in this 'bold.and terribl:'vote) rather merit a’

page. i the chl*ohxcles of time, and there in capxta[
letters, bei written, not an affociation of wife, but, a-

. fattion of diforderly, &c. and impolitic men ?

1

|.

The introdution to perfonal fighing.

K

)

P RESENT.

Anfw. A_council of war (by adjournment met,
without commlﬂion) confulting the moft plaufibie way |
toblow up the walls of our Zion.  But where ‘the!
place was, or.the perfons who were prefent in thig’

1

‘randezvouze, thall never be told by me, unlefs it be.ex- -

‘torted by the rack. And tho’ I have endeavoured

with 'freédom of argument to fubvert the error, I will’

never ftain their perfonal glory, by repeating or calling”
~ over the mufter-roll. y .
Theréfore, as Noah’s fons cafta garment upon t their '

ifathcrs nakednefs, {o (leaving them in the crowd) their

bie pity and forgetfulnefs. -

Yet withing -they may never more harbour. fuch |

‘namés (for ine) fhall repofe under a mantle of honora- S

thouglits, or promote fuch a defign as is pro_]e&ed by "

thefe propofals s but hereafter when temptation makes -

1ts ﬁgnal let them rather ‘trefpafs upon gravity, by '

following the hounds in the forreft, or by a more fub- -

miflive and moderate way (to baflle the enemy, and wéar,
off the impreffion) let them write on the ground, or

‘with the famous Dam:tmn, fpend the-time in catching

flies, rather than contrive how to fubvert or alter the |
government in the churches, by fuch difpotick meafures
efpecially in.an empire and province {o charmed with |

fuch inchanting Tliberties as ours are. For otherwife

they may chance to bring, if not an old, a new houife’
upon their heads,accordingto that {aying, Debile fzmda-r

mentum, faﬂzt Opus. 31 DE 63

A work if done, and no foundation laid,
Falls on the wark-mens head ; thus z‘bay are paid.

p.o . - : p-
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