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In Sat yre, to certain Propofals made, in Anfw::r to this 
~eftion,. Wh4t furtherSteps are to be taktn, that 
the Councils may have.iue 'Conjlitution _nd Ejjicacy irt 
Suppor~ingJ Prefcrving, and Well-OrderinJ: 'the Interefo 
øf the Churches in the (Mmtry ? . 

, 

. , , , 

• 
~y JOH N W ISE, Paftor to a Church in Ipfwich." 

., (m__ /: 
• 

" . - 7"· . 

• 
, . , 

, 

, 

, Wherefore Rebuke them fhal'ply, that they may b~. 

found in the faith. TIT. I. xiii . 
• 

• 

, 
• 2 Li 

• 

, 

Abjiciendus Pudor, ~oties urget Neceffitas . 

• • • • 

• , , 
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B O S T O N • • --irintcQ ami Sold by ]oilN BonES, in M.r1i1oroulh-.5lrlft! 
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Reuercl1d Sir, 

have had tIIC fa:v01' and f.1tisfacHon of • 

. l:cading, 'and aceox'ding to our 'meafure 
con ering tl~~ tranfeendent logick, as weU as 
grammal' and rhetoric, of your. reply to. the pm"'. 
POf.1!S ; by which our eyes m:e op.ened lO fe.e much' 
more than evel' before we faw, of the "ahie and 
glol'Y of our invaded priviledges, and are of opini­
on, that if your eonfent mar be obta\D.ed t~ a 
newedition, it may be of wO'nderftil fervice to 

OUl' chul'ches, if GOD fhaUpleafe to go fort11 
withit. Howevel', it will be a teiHmony that all 
0111' watchmen ·wer,c not afleep, nor the camp of 
~.HRISr furprized and taken, before they !lad 

, 
warnlng. 

Vre are, Reverend SIR, 
• 

Full of dutiful refpeCl: and gratitude, 

Your Sons and Servants, 

SAMUEL l\100DEY. • 

JOHN WHITE, 

_,.t--".' ' .-.' , 

• -
, -.. , 
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Q..UESTION AND PROPOSALS. 

Q...UES.TION. 

HAT further fteps are to be tak en, that the 
councils may have due conftituiion and efficacy 

in i)porting, preferving and well ordei"ing the imereft 
of the chul"ches in the country? 

, 

1ft part, it was propofed, 
, 

I It, That the minifl:ers of the country form them­
fdves imo aflociations, that may meet at proper times 
to confider fuch things asmaypropedy lie before them, 
l'elating to their own faithfulnefs towards each othel:, 
and the common interefl: of the churches ; and that ' 
each of .thofe afI'ociations have a moderatol" ''for a cer- o 

tain time, who fuall continue till another b.e choien, 
who may eaU them together upon emergcncies. 

, 

In thefe auociatiorls, o 

, 

, 

2llly, That qudlions and cafes of importanre, dlhcI', 
providrd by themfelves, Ol" by otIlcrs prdentecl unto. 
them, fhould be llpon du.e deliberation anfwered. 

" 

3dly, TInt advice be taken by the alTodated pafto!":;, 
fmlll time to time, e'er tltey proceed to any aCliou in 
their particular churchd, which' be li~~ely to pl"oduce 
auy imbroilments. That the ai10chted paftdrs dO' care­
fully ånd lcvi1!gly treat each othcr with.that \vatchfu!­
tiefs which may be of univerf:'ll advanta'ge ; and that if 
auy ~inifler be aCCllIed to the af!'ociation wllCl"eto he 
beloags, of fcandd! Ol" here(v, the matter fh;\I1 b::: thcl'~ 
c:xamined) :lnd if the afiociatcd P1ini~tcrs find jUlt aeet!-

'o , , 

, 

, 

-
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radon for it, th«y :!hall direlI: to the calling flf tkl! 
council, by whom fuch an offender is to be proceeded 
2gainft. . 

• 

4thly, That the candidates of the minifiry undergo 
a due tryal by fome one or other of the affociations, 
concernirigthei'r qualificC\tions for the evangelical minif-

, try; and that no particular pafior or congregation im­
ploy any one in occafional preaching, who has not 
been recommended by a teftimonial 'under the hands 
of fome affociatipn • 

• 

sthly, That they 1hould together be confulted by 
bereaved churches, to recommend to them fueh per­
fon,s as may be fit to be imployed amongfl: them for 
prefenr fupply, from whom they may in due time pro­
cted to chufe a pafior • 

• 

6thly, That herennto may be referred the direction 
of proceeding iri anr of theil' partieular churehes, a­
bout the convening of councils that {haU be thought 
lleceffary, for the welfare of the churches. 

7thly, That the feveral aifociations in the country, 
maintain a due eorrefpondence with one another, tha~ 
fo the fiate of rcIibion Jlo'lay be the better known and 
fecured in all the churches, and particularly itis though t 
neceffitty to the well-being of thcfe chul'ches, tllat all 
the affociations,of the country meet together by theil' 
refpective delegatcs Otlce in a year. I 

• 

SthIy, And finally, That minifiers dirpor~d to a{foci· 
ate, endeavoul' in the mofl: efrlcacious manl1el~ they can, 
to prevail \Vith fuch minifiers as unre~(onably ne gIt{t 
fueh meetings with their brethren in their proper afro­
c1ations, that they would not expo[e themfdvLs to the 
inconveniencies that fuch ncgleCts cannot but be attend~ 
ed witha!. 

Sec ond part, It is propofcd, 
111:. That thefe a{fociated paUOI'S, with a proper 

number of deJegat<!s from theil' feveral churt'hes, be 
formed into a flanc!ing Ol' ftated cOOlocil, whkh iRall 

, 
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.onrult, adv ifc and determine all alfairs tllat fu:t1! be 
proper mattet' for the confideration of an ('~c1diunical 
council withill their refpeCl:ive limits, except always, the 
cafes are fuch as theaffociated paftors judge more cnil­
venient to fall under the cognizauce of [ome other 
council. ~ 

" 

2dly, That to this eeid there alfociated paftors, wita 
their refpeCl:ive churches, fhall confociate tind ((1mbin~­
according to wh11t has been by the fYllOds of thdc 
~hurches recommended, "that they aa as coniGci.liul 
churches in all holy watchfulne[s and helpfulnds 10-

'war-ds t:ach other.; and that each church choolc ard" 
depute one or more to attend theil" paHor, asm~mb~r5 
of the council in thair ftated feffiol1s, or oce~iionai:y ,.l.S 

emel"gencies ihall call for. " 
3dly, That thefe meffengers from the fevera! conrcd­

:lted churches Ihall be cholen onee a yeal' at the kan. 
4thly, It is propounded, as that ",hiell from ou\" h­

ginning has been recomn!t:ndtd, that the churchcs tlms 
.confociated fOl' thele purpo'les, have ,lftaw! timt: IQ 
meet in their-counci!, and once in a ycal' {eems lJtt!c 
cnough, that they muyenquire into the wndiiioil of 
the churches, and a(h·ife rueh things as m:lY be {or the 
advantage of our hol y religion. But the mOl e partieu­
bl' time is beD: kft to the determination of eaell rdi:cc­
live aiToci:ltion. 

5thly, '[hat the alfociations filall direct when lhere 
is occatlon for this council to convene, on any cmtrgcn­
ey, and filall direCl: whcther the whole, or on ly fl dr­
·tain number of thele con[ociated pafrors anJ churchcs 
fll~l1 cannne on fueh oecafions. 

6thly, It appelrs agrerrble to the pl"eft:nt condition 
" cf OUt" churches, and from our beginnin~> ~d:i1owlulf;­
ed, lh::t no aet of the councils are tO h~ l ctkn[)cJ :"S 

concluded and decHivc, fOl" ",hiell thtl'l.': 1\;:5 net kcil 

the concurrenee of the major P~!l t cf the r' ; (i.01"S 

therein conccrncd. " 
• 

7t!lly, The tkterminations of the cOlincils d,w, pl"m':-
tl1td, for the neceffities of the chmchu ,(;'( to h, b: kl tI 
upon as final and de,jr-ve, exct:pt agric Hd (hu I"ell;,!:. ;!T'.1 
paftors) have weighty rcalem to the (entrary} il. \'.':':,.11 

, 
, 

• 

" 

• 
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eafes the re f!J.ould be provifion for a furtber hearing ;, 
~nd it feems proper that the council cOllvened 011 this 
occafion, fhould confift of fuch paftors as may be mOre 
for numbel' than the former, and they fhould be Cuch" . 
as {hall be direCl:ed to, and ~onvened for this purpof\! 
by the minifters of an alfodation, ncar to that ~vhereto, • 
thefe of the former councilbelonged, un~o which the' 
agrieved ihould accordiI)gly apply themfelves, alld in 
this war expeCl:' a final ifliie ? _ 

, 

8thly, lf a particulal' church will not be reClaimed 
by CDU ncR fro~l fl!ch gi'ofs diford,ers as plaillly hun the 
(om mon intereft of chriftianity, and ure not mcer toler­
able djlferences in opinion:, but are plain fins againll; 
the commaml and kingdom of Dur Lord Jcfus Chrift,. 
the council is to declare that church no langer fit fOl' 
commu,nion with the churches of the faithful ; and the 
~hurches reprefented in the council, are to approve, 
t;onfirm and ratify the [entence, and withdraw from 
the· communiollof the chmch that would not be healed : 
Neverthelefs, if any members of the diforderly church,. 
do not juftify their diforders, but fuitably tdl:ify againft 
them, thefe are ftill to be receiv.ed to the wonted com~ 
11lunion by the churches ; and jf after due waiting, the 
church be not recovered, they may (upon advice) be 
aCl:ually takell in. as members of fom.e other church in 
the vicinity" . . 

. Thefe prop0{;lls \Vere affented to by the delegates of 
the alfociation, met according to former agrecrnent, at, 
B. ,September 13th. 17°5, To .be cornmended to" 
the feveral affociated minilters in the {everai pal'ts of 
the country., to be duly confidered, that fo, what rnay, 
be judged fOl' the {ervice 'of our great Lord, and his, 
~oly churches~ may be fUl'thcr proceeded in, . 

• 

At an Ilffociiltioll-lilceting. the foregoing propofals 'Wcre· 
remt tLllda.Ucllted tOJ &c, Prcfen,,, 

l!pv. 5,' t 70 S .. • 

• , 

, 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

, 

To the Fratemity of the Churches in th~ M'W.Englall~ 
Colonks. 

Truly h0110rabl!, and beloved in Chrijl, 
, 

T is not from any difrefpe&, or for want of han or 
to the reverend elderfhip and pafiors of your fcveral 

communities, that· I apply my felf more immediately 
and thus abruptly to your felves in this dedication. But 
for that it feems moa a greeable \Vith my prefent pro~ 
tence. The priviledges of the fraternity being fo pe~ 
culh,trly the theme and fubje& of my pains, I efteem it 

. 'Very proper to introduee my following effays; with a 
few words of advice more dire6Hy 'to your Celves if you 
may be thenee moved and encouraged to amfi fal' Jup" 
port of Chril1:'s and your owninterfis. I ddtn: to bewith­
out oftenee to any, and pray that all fuch worthy per' 
fons, wiCe and faithful pafiors in thefe churches (who 
are as lUuch obJiged by their office to fiand by and 
defend the eftablifhed interdl: and rights of them'as I 

, '1m, and far more capable) will interpret my \vhole aCl:i,,' 
on in the moft favorable fen fe. And tho' I have not .' . 
with the noble Cortius Ieapt into a chafm made in the 
forum; yet I have ventul'cd to {tep iuto the gap, t(j 
kecp the breach, till better hands come ,li p, fal' the 
fervice of my country, and in defence of their f.1cred 
liberties ; fo dlat I hope mnny of you will come in 
with a new fupply and recruit of com'age and argu' ' 
ment, wl1en and where mine faiIs ; and for the pre/cut 
I pl'erume none of YOll will be offenued, tho' I do thus 
immediateIy addl'c[s the clum:hes, over wbicll you pre-

, 
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lider \Vith the following principles of theil' intereft ami. 
dmy wrapp~J up each in othel'. 

- 'Iht o) . 
• 

}{clicr;lble lJr.:thr,"Il! $ 

, 
• • 

111. Io general, mya .. h'iee is to you, that in good 
orJer, and with all gr<lcefulncfs which becomes wife 
men, )'0'.\ will with zcal,. courage and faithfulnefs, 
ftand in the defenee ot~ and maintain your <:hurch 
libcrties; God certainly obligcs Y9u to do it, with all 
the difcrtlion and bra\'fry of ipirit, which becomes free 
men, in withfbuding vaffillage or a fervi1e frate, Gal.5. 
I, [3. Stand faff therefore in the liberti.es, wherewhh 
Chrifi has made "lS free, and be not intangled again 
with the yoke of bondage: The plea is as forcible a· 
gainft a chrirtian, as a Jewifh Thraldom. For brethten, 
ye have becn called unto liberty. I mufi: acknowledge I 
have not p.lI'ticular prejudice againfi: any of the go­
vernments of chrifiian . pl'otefiant churches in the 
wodd, fo as to defraud. or difpoffefs any of them of 
lIeaven ; Ol' monopolize fo great a royalty to aur own ; 
bm yet I am of this opinion, confidering the jufi: title of 

. the crown, the churches, the people, the capacity of 
foil and c1imate together, that the confiitUtion and way 
of Ne~u-EngltUld churches cannot be mendc:d by ex­
thange., . 

Rl'iefly, To infrance in the civil part, or interdl: of 
the crown,,I think it very ealY to evinee, by the pre­
cepts both of religion and policy, that the parliament 
(thar wife and auguft council of the. nation) could not 
have \ovcnt.:.d an elhblifhment in church order, more 
for the ·fervice of the imperial cro",o of the Britiia 
f::nIj:ire t han 011l" prefent confiitu~ion, efpecially in fuch 
a conntr)' :l od climate as this is. . 

I {hall not now any ways enter upon the quefrion, 
but only givejufi: a fhort hint as to the revenue. Our 
pl'cfcnc confl:itntion does indeer!, fomewhat more than 
:Up; it t<1k::~ an honeft hcalthftll draught at naturei 
fOll r: ,?in s. bilt leaves the flowing ftrcams for empire to 
it at, till fjlled \'li I h f.1ticty. 

The ecclefiafl:icks in fome kingdoms in Ellrope are 
relldy not onl)' to chide with cro\vneu hcads, bm to take 
th~'1'! by ,i.~ ,hro~t) ~nd ~1'in~ out o~ thci~ ~a.nds, i~ 

• 

• 
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not almolt a moiety, yet a valt ihare of tEe go1d~n 
fleeces that fhould fuppJy the publictrearuries, and 
cloath the na1::ednefs of Jhe kingdoms, • and the peopJe 
have no' more wit but to jul1:ify and defend . themin. 
their c1aims and, opprefllons, an~ that dll the y them·. 
feives (in gl'~at nurnbers) are as thin and ragged as pe­
nu1'Y itfelf ; for by their !'Ules of adjufimen~, when the 
chm'ch hath gotten an unconfcionable fhare, thea the 
crown or fubjcCl: mnll: be almoft l1:arved; for there is 
not left a fufficient and plentiful fupp!y for both. 

TIut now our New-Ellgland confiitution is very fair'" 
mannered ; for when ilS UIS down to the ftalled ox 
(made ready) it carves temerately and (without much 
dcfacing) leaves the whoJe to the empire to make ilS 
armics ~nd navies, with the reft of ilS needful and un­
,vearied fei'vants welcome. 'That in )oyalty tO YOUl" ' 

prince, and for the fupporr of the royall~evenue, you 
roay jufl:1y prefe~ve your freecloms. ' 

Let us alfo confider the beft good of a \Vhole people. 
It is mofl: certain, true grace is the one thing needful. 

and the maill concern fOl' the improvemcnt of the 
powers both of prince, lJoble' and peaf.1nt, and tho" 
grace be of that nature that it wm grow (after afafhion 
nnd in fome fort of foil) almo{J: under' any govern-' 
ment; yet it is' molt agreable with'laws of piety and 
wiCdom, (for the good of alt'in general) to chule and f~- ' 
cure that conftituti6n and form of government that is, 
moft agreable, and which moft natlwajly brceds it) amf 
in greateft plenty. ". ' 

By the fUlfrage eif our nation, that government 
whkh fenfibly ,dogs tyranny, and preferves the fubjeCt 
fl'ee from flavery, under the ambition of men of great 
«ortune andtruft, is the orily government in the ftate 
to advance mens temporal happinefs; and wein this ' 
country honol' the refolve in civil affairs, and alfo af­
nrm (upcin &feat experien~e) that, fuch a conftitutioll 
in chUrch vernment is '( alfo) the' onIy way to ad­
vance gl'. e and mans. eternal happinels; and we at'e 
the mOl" ratifyed in our opinion, for that the e\Xperi­
~ent has on ,the othel' hand been tryed, with a witnefs, 

. 1n almoft all klhgdom.s of the <:111'il1:ialol world, and tha~ 
:» ' 

, 

• 

, 
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nrft, by dHfei6ng the fraternity ofall intereft in cli'llrch. 
government, ori~y they have had the liberty to be go­
vern ed with a hoek in their nofe (like wild cattle in 
a ftring) br the merey andpleafu're of the il' drivers; 
but as for anyfhare in the exercife of government, 
they have had nq more, than the horIes ~n the royal 
flabIes, for that theil' fpirit:uat o\vners having feized aU 
the keysof church power, thcy profefs no dividend 
fhall be mad~, and aHo 'they themfdvcs being uncon­
trolable by any, and unaccountable to an y, unlefs it be 
to Chrill: himfe.If, as they pretend : Though I believe, 
tliouiånds of them Ilever eXEeCt to meet with him, nol' 
think that he ever \Vm audit any accol11pts of theirs. • . 

But however, for the comfort and glory of the pre­
fr,:;t lire, the whole government of the fpiritual king­
dDin. ill ;!11 ils br;l,nch~s, anti with. its immcnfe profits, 
h,~s kw efc.'..~llilhcJ thcirs, But this fort of difdpline, 
h::\th {tm:;: grc'\! part of the chrHHan world, as many 
tlrr!cs over, ;(3 :tgcs hwc pa{1:, finee it hath been in'ilalled 
ll11;vcrJil] rec1:o::, ,md where it hath kept abfolutcpoJTef­
:tioo of the tl~l'one> 

Ai1fi J11uft the w:tves and prefent currents :Ut anc{ 
\i:,f, ,[leIe chl1l'chcs, towards thofe rocks and ihip-
7.Tccb, w;,ilft wc have fuch good hands and pilots bn 
b(Ylr,j '? GDd forbid r 

Therc fo'"" kt thcfe churches and the noble fraternity 
at them, {hud t-heil: ground, keep fafr hold of wha~ 
yrllJ ha';c got, Rev. 3. [I. Hold that faft whkh thou. 
ha:r, t!iat no man take thy crown. 

. I-bleI your hold bl'ethren ! Et validis incu11lbite-Re-
,,~:,' Dull up well upon your oars, you have a deh 
Cl!':;o", and l hope we {hall efeClpe iliipwreck j to: a~­
,OJ"ci:D'T to-ihe lateft obfervation, if we are nbt Wlthlil -. n --
li ,hl, ;-(;t wc are not far from barbout'; and though 

<) ,~ 

t;\C ;lf);fe of gl'eat breakers whieh we he al', imports 
in1.;!'..!. fet! hope d.'1y-light, and good piloting will 
r.. ",,,.t> ~ll l:"' .. l.J _ lol. • ' 

fJo!'C! _ particularl'y I aik your patienee with. lib~r,tf­
UHI for Jour Jemce) to make the:few followmg ih{-
;.4pct pctitioru:.. _' ,. 

, 

-
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Ho/ZOrable hrethrm ! • 

, . 

\ 

HAT you would know what .youare, and who 
you are, in the more ample and, herok fenre' 

your frate ! ' ' . 
It is certain very agreable with grace; for the up-

right, fometimes to iliift ideas, and change ruch as are 
mournful, for thofe which bea1' a bright afpcct in 
their condition ; otberways they roay rob God of the 
glo1'yof the beft part of his grace and bounty, amI. 
difinable their own ftrength, for fome of the mofi: hh­
portant fervices they are called to in the world; there­
fore ,Nehcmiah plucks up his cOUl'age, and fars, 
" Shol.<ld fuch a man as I fiee? As tho' he iliould [.'1y, 

,he kne\\' himlelf owner of toa many gl'eat endowments 
and ir.frruments, to be fo little as to run for it, or be 
dreaded with fuch an alarm, Nch.6. I I, '12. 

Sa brethl'en, imagine your felves to be fomething 
more than ordinary ; fOl' really you be fo ; and that as 
y.ou are a gofpel combination, and coileCUve1y confi­
dered. 

What! the beft men of our country who form OUl" 
courts, and command aur armies, that make the ' 
figure and eaft the .true lu1l:re (by the il' great wifdom 
and realaccompliihments) in all great {hews and 
appearances: Mufr all thefe be made null, or buried 
jn a miofis (as is frequentIy enacted by ambition) for 
the [ake of fome inferiour members in a fraternity l 
which is as much as to fay, in flate aJf.'lil's, becanfe 
eobIers fiaUs or orange fellers bafkets, afr'or'd no {tates­
men, ergo, none to be founcL-; or becaufe that in ma­
ny great counties thet'e may chance to be an hundred 
knav'es, and twice the number of fools; ergo, there be 
no legilies homines, lawful; men, fit fal' judes ; no 
men nt for burgeffes or kuights of the {hire, to be 
found to make parliament men? and fo the kingdom 
muft needs loofe aH its antient rights by default, And 
'Yhether or no [nch obfervåtions as thefe, that are fo 
very concluu,ve" as you fee, may fiand fol' better law' 
and logick in the churches then in the empire ? 
- :But if of. equal fOl'ce in cach coni1itution, thcl\, 

• 
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~hethel' this i~ not the \Vay to inter and bury the 
glol'Y of the empire and churches in theil' own rubbilhJ 

whilfl: we incapaffitate the heroes of both by an argu-. 
~enpmino'riad inajm, viz. by infering the infuffi­
(leney of the great and wife, becaufe of the mean and 
bafe rningled in the filme communities. 

Il. fl E TIT ION. 
HA T you will put fuch an efl:imation and value: 
on your church liberties as the EnglHh do oti 

the Il' civil. And. this i~ but a very reafonable requeft, 
lf you, confider t.he diftcring treafuries under euitody, 
viz. Immortal fouls on the one hand, and outward 
fOl,tunes on the other. ' 

Many of yon know the ftories (poffibly better than 
I can fecite them) which teU us, what' fhip loads of 
blood and treafure thofe civil things have coft the 
Englifh world; and how near they fl:ill lie to Englifh­
mens hearts. And many of you being immediate fuc­
ceffors, cannot but be very fenfible what thefe Ae1U­
Englalld liberties have eoft your progenitors, fome' of 
them having buried theil' efl:ates, and all of them their 
bones in theie fonndations, and left yon now in poffer-
110n, that if you ihonld put \:Ontemptupon their ad-

. ventures, their .coUl'age, wifdom, zeal and felf denial, 
by undel' .prizing thefe inefl:imable infranchizments, 
and ilights tbem as though they were now to be illdorft 
by your own hands with Hczekiah's Nchuflall, God. 
lIlay thep. put yon to learn the WOl'th of them at that. 
f~hool where the y lcarnt it ; and I am fure yon \Vill 
pay deal' for your tmodng if it eOlnes to that. 

nI. r E TIT ION. 
!lollor and ob!igc yozir paflors and public millflry : 

T is eertlin they are very gremt l\l'ticles in the reafonl 
of YOUl' well being, Mat. 5. 13, 14. They make 

all things more favory, and to ga down with a better 
l'elifh ; yea, they alter tradgedies and eomedies hita <l 

more gratcful entt:rtainment. What is all.the glol'Y in' 
the world without the gof, el purely difpens'd, and its 
mon: l'efined intlucncc ? r 'hefe are the lights of the_ 
"iftrlq, and c::arry the Ianthorn aIoft in. the dark night 

, . 
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• f-your tl'a~els,'thro' the teinpeftuous ocean' of a: mirer"'·· 
able life,to diw9: all to a fafe larrding at laft. ~ ". 
. Indeed, I mutt acknowledge, Y(lU1' minifters, when 

found and faithful, are to be accounted and cfteemed ' 
amongft the beft of YOUl' friends, tho' when. COl'l'Upt . 
and prejudiced, the worft of youl' enemies. . 

I think the devil himfelf, and the wodd·of his ac­
complices, can't do you the damage1 they may upon.l1 
revplt. That I beg you will be curious and careful of 
your intereft imbarked and depofited there. ' ., 
, And without making any' feruple (in the main) they 

are your heart y and faithful fervants. Indeavoul' tO 

inereafe their love, and let them fee and feel you have 
a double honor for them for theil'. works fake. And 
if after åll your repeated grace and goodnefs, they will 
defert and betray you, they fuall then ineul' a double 
guilt both by tranfgreffing the laws of gl'atitude to you 
and ofloyalty to their great Lord. 

And I affure you, Sirs, I fuoulu upon rueh terms 
be very 10ath to ihare iri 'theh- triumph~, tho' theil' 
gains ihould be feemingly gi-e,at, ar.d their fignals a~d 
1houts equal with the Cæfars of the world in their'go:, . 
ini off. , 

IV. P E TIT ION. . 
• , . - . 

Furni./h Jour churches with Tuling elder!!\.:.. . 
HE nature of the office is not only agrea.ble wit~ 
your frame, and exaCl:ed by your principles, but 

indeed cal'ries fafety and Fote.C\:ioll in it to your1iber­
ties; fur.h tl'Uf1:ees are not liable ,to corruption 'as 
other officers, in that yon, do (as it '\Vere tranlinit and 
intmO: them with your very prindples of felf-prefervaJi­
on, which are of that nature as never to alter their f~l1-
timents, unlefs it be in the difiolution of the fllhjcct,' 
whe n all falls togelher. The ofnce feems a crcation, ' 
where youl' juft and rcgular fympaihies, and antipalbiul 
(enter'by the laws of nature ; that \Vhat you love, thet 
love; what you hate, .they hate; and being ex qf!icio" 
of the franding watch anu guard, they will pectiliarly 
perfonate youl' felves upon everynotable crifis, and . 
JI:\turally caring for your affairs, will, like wakefl11 feii-­
tineis) curioufly and with:courage c:;uard yourJibeFtiu, 

, 
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-lit chul'ches which are numerQu's and fillIer of.el1li~ 
nent gifes, l~ad tneway, and then eicite and prøvoke 
their fifter churches to ruth løve and good works for 
the ad.vance of the common caufe. There are without' 
doubt, in thefe' chu,rches, many private mei:nbe,r~, 
worthy perfons, .fuitably qualified for this office, who 
(like fome edge-tools heedlefly left to ruft. OUb in 
oblivion) He hid; yet,when fOUBd, and put to ufe, will 
prove th:emfelves truly eminent. ' 

Let Chrift's .churches feek amongft the il' negleCl:ed 
hoards; for they are, without doubt, church by church; 
far rieher then they make for; there are, indeed, 
'!;omplaints of grent poverty, and of adearth lind fcar­
ciry of [uit,ahle men. But I prefume it is done \Vith 
great injuftice; and complaints of this nature in thefe' 
ch~rches, are but the compl~ints of fer,vants that are 
full fed ; andrelieve no cafe by' complaining, but ra­
ther refleCl: dHhonor upon their good ml\fier, who 
hath.bought all and beftow'd enough and alfa iucur 
blamt: to t:hemfelves: fOl' not improving thofe talents for' 
the advance of his ~xchequer, which they themfelves 
have wrapt up in 'a napkin, and that in this cafe, by 
toa much fymbolizing with the carnal and politick men 
of the world, who to humour fome by-ends (under the 
mafquerade of indigent perfons) make thcqlfelves very' 
,pOOl', tho'God has. given them great riches, P rov. 13, 7 . 

. 'J.')1is is a true (tho' it ferious affirmation) {hat in our 
conftitution and principles, the re is as, plain a precept, 
,if not as great a reafon for rhis oRker, as for any other 
'in our churches ;' and yet, as to matter of faCl:, we 
tind it to be r;u'a avis in terra, like a black fwan in the· 
meadow; and tho' the whole fpecies is not quite root~ 
j:d out, yet it is :grown very rare to find one individual. 

, 

Now the fauIt mu!l: be fome-where, and I am fatis-
,.fied, our poverry, is lea !l: t,o, blarne. , 

That fome body Or anothel' muft needs be culpable, 
on the account of this great omi,ilion, may I,without 
offence Hfue out, fearch and inqueft, to know who 
is to hlame, upon "this fallure whether brethren, or 
p.ublic efficers, or whole chl,m;hes ~ , . .. 

, 
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1. Private lJrethren. -
A Y not the blamebe laid in fome carts and in , 

fome eJlUrches; up on fome very tapable chri[j, 
uan-gent1eIneil,~who tho' not incumbred (for the public). , 
with any other incoherent fenice, ' yet :are poffibly toCJ 
{hy of this truft, when offered tO them ?It muft necds 
be acknowledged", the offieeis aIl'l1oft peffectly a piec~ 
pf mortification and felf.denyal; theil' is no provifion 
in it to feed ambition, or fe~ft any other luft; all is full 

. ofwatching and'painfulnefs, and the reward and wages­
quite out offight. But however in fuch exampl'es, whe­
ther ,perfons fo qualified,and ro called, 'otight pOt to 
eomp~y, or thenifelves bearthe blame. ' 

The terms of Chrift's kingdom are very ftri& and 
rigorous, for the honor of his OWn trown, when aur 
juft titles are' competitors,' and he lays thec{)nditions 
of onr obedience,iJpon a great forfdtUl"e, jf we don't ' 
fubmit, when called to d\lty, Matth. 10. 3i, 39' ' 

, 2. Public Officer.. , 
AY not the ordained officerrs 'in fome caR's and 
in fome churches, be ta:xed or blamed, fo't"t!ifs 

~reat oroifl!-on ? 8ueh as out of tihiidity. and diftrufr. 
Jealous T'tllmg elders, Ieall: they fhouId lhftead of/col ... 
leagues prove corrivals in the exerdfe of their aWB 
truft and authority, for bein-g men not of·futh deep 
learning, 'yet roay prove fo fortlfyed :W.il;h friends; 
and fopopular, as that they rna, be capable;to :o'Ver-t.øp­
men of greater learning, and wifer ,pdncipI€s of eon­
dua in all adminiftrations. -
, Now if any of Chrift's ehu-rehes, are ~acl\ted ohM!p 

afficer, by fuch jealonfies as thefe., =Or of the like hature~ 
can the officers be without blame rr and 'if fo, 'thea 
whether the fjrft horn fonmay 'nDt juiftly .hnl're<;a-te 
roture harrennefs on his own rtiothel"s w01l1b, fm' [eaL' 
lefr he fhould be fupplanted :of the inhtdtnnte, by the ' 
l1ext fon or brother horn øf theJaroe ventre ! 

2dly, Such officers as roay plead theil" own particu.; 
lar confcience and perfwaflo'n, agairiil: the office, as be-, 
iog of a doubtful original, or dEan uneertain:iAftitu tion, 
and therefore make bold to over rule ,OUl' plain' pi"ecrpt 
for it, and the chllrch fubmits : 'Whether '15 'thert nat a 
Ire at bl:nne herd _ 

, 
, 
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It feems apparent by all rules of ord'er and govern­
ment, thanhis is toa· toa fovereigo in the olle, and' too 
fervjJe and carc1efsin the other.. . .. 

For that no ,Omters . partkular eon(cie~ee muft be a. 
l'ule to govern any. particular ehurch, contrary to ~the 
cliurches. own la,w, or rule of eftabliJhmcnt; For if-it 
be, then the ehurches muft have ·as mallY diftinCl:chal'~ 
ters, and differing boøks· of canons, as theil' paftors 
have diftering confciences; ~vhich is a plain in-let to aIr: 
fons of eonfufion; . . . - .. . 

, 3d1y, Such officers -who.plead. the cufrom of the 
cburches, and,fo make the illegal omiffions of fome) a 
fanetnary for the. fame fault, in othcl's ; butwhethel' this . 
plea from cuftom willhold officcl's exempt froll). blamel 
whenweighed in a juft ballance ? cuftom is juftly al­
loweda gre at eonquel'or in the world) it fubdues whole 
kingdoms to its empire, and ~ll ,men fu bm it and ad- . 
here to its demands ana dietates,as to an Ol'acle ? But 
thea it muitbe euftol1). that is honorable, IauclabJe,ancl 
unintel'l'upted,. otherways a cuH:om which eontinually' 

. crolfes apiain. pl'eeept is very culpable; and contraCl.s 
a Jong feries of guilt, and may expeCl: to be pedued 
with a tedious trainof. fad eon[equences, altho' it' 
fuould \Vith mueh prefumption wipe its m'omh and fay,' 
I am innocent. Therefore cuftom is no plea . in this 
cafe, hut rathel'renders all who depend upon it, tb be 
recuced to a defpwite pofture in their thoughts and 
:JI'gu.mentsj for tho' thereis a cufl:omary omiffion,. 
that hath prevai~ed in the churches to a faddegree~, . 
as to this office, yet . the omifiion has all along crolfed' 
a pl'ecept, and has been confronted by the cuftom of, 
olher ehurches in the land, who have attended,their, . 
duty; fo that thofe .churches who have maintaitied the 
praCl:ice, have kept lawful poffeffion of the right, and 
~he title being matter of . record, and fotmded in law,. . 
thCl'e' remains no fhelter here from cuil:om for delin-
ql1ents. '. .. . 
. 4. Whether thore officers are jufiifiable, who honor' 
the office, yet do honeftly and upl'ightlythink that the· , 
narrow c;xtcnt of territory may (as to many ehurches) 
f~l}e fls a fuperfedeas ~o.the oftlce? Fol' what nec.cl of ' 
10 mauygreat co;nmiffions in fo fmall,bodies? But,: 

., 
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"'heth~r,fmal1 churche$ ha\'e- Dot great \vOl'k belong1llg 
to them, fufficient to imptove a full compl6at fet of 
officers, and poffibly, all little enough to do the work 
well, jf th~ nature and extent oOt be rightly confidered 
and faiihfl.lUy n1anaged; for who is fufficieot fOl' thefe 
things? 

3; 'the chure/JI:!. 
. the churche5, as incorporatebodies, 
.are free from blame when they don't regular-

ly our to compleat themiclvcs in all otTices, and 
Hl'ofecute their claim to this with effeCl: ? 

The l'uling dders are the churches ,privilege,.and a 
'Very great right, 00 which their well-being . od ftabi­
lit y does mtich depend, and t.he great omiffio.1 'in the 
country bas probably brought things tQ that pofiure ' 
of ficklenefs as we now find them at'? Then'whether 
the churches can be exempt from bIame, whell ther 
fuffer fuch vacancies to continue, whell it is in the' 
power of theil' haods to remedy it? . . 

Hel'e indeed is a great queftion commencing, viz. . .. 
se,UcJlioll, Whether any chul'ch can. poffibly, and ac· 

«ording to rules of order, procee'd to eleCl: I'ulillg 
elders, when other of .their officers in aauaI mle and . , 
trult, fuaU l'efufe 'to eall and guide thechurch in the 
choiee? _ .'. fli'" 

J fhall indeed tranfgref.q the bounds of my own in­
tent jons, and the civility of an epifi:le, if I fhould no\\­
undertake, a full an4 compleat anfwer to this queftion. 

I fuall dierefore al:. prefent on ly jult indix, ,he princi­
pal tides or·heads for anfwer, by pointing briefly at ti,e 

. duties of officel's, and .the prerogatives of the churches' 
in. the cafe. , 

I. It is moft apparent thl ')ugh tlie whole- miniftry.of 
the world (unlefs ji{abfolute mon~chies) that it is the 
duty of all public officers, tI;) miniftcl'according tQ1he 
plain, rules of the public {4te, and not by lheil' OWIl 

faniY ~r wills; and fo ih this -cafe, the. chief l'uling of:­
ticer or officers (then in being) in point of conduCl: al'~ 
obliged to lead the church in their oppe1'ation, accord­
ing to the churches plain and fettled principles, and 
laot reIna: becanfe ~heir I;>.wn p~rfwafions do otherwife 
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incfina t'hem; It is now plainly toa late for auy officer 
to pretend confciencc ag~inft eftablifhed niles: This 
l.bjcClion fhoukl have been made before they-had taken 
oflice. nut now it is out of feafon, for they were 
deuCe! and ordained to govern the ChU1:ch, 110t by 
theil' own thoughts, as' th.e rule, but by the chul'ches 
canon, and that by thcir own confent, when th.ey to ok 
qfficc, And moreover, this is mofr evident, that if 
1uch powers which beIong to the infide of m'ens being, 

, viz, theil' hearts, fandes, notions, judgments, imagina­
lions Ol: con{c~ences,call them by ",hat namesyou pleafe, 
or let the OWnel;'i fl~eely fix the titles (the odds is not -
great,) now if thefe are to be the rule of churches; 
then pa !tors and ruling officers have (in their degree) as 
abfolute a dominion over the churches,as the great 
'TurI.' has over his bafhaws, and other vaffals. j 

But I hope, none here ,vill cJaim this dominion .. And' 
if nut, rhen let paftors and teachers do theil" duty in 
point of condua (if the churches ar~ not remHs in, 
t heirs) and this great vacancy may be foon fupplied, 
and thefe is alfo a relief for officers, if their juft prero­
galives are any ways toucht by the t·raverfe. 

2diy, To confine rhe difcourfe to this prefent exam­
vIe, and ro fhorten terms, for brevity·s.f:Lke, it ll1ul1:be' 
granlcu, that any p:j, ticular office l' fenfi~Ie of his du ty, , 
,that filall undertake,to gratify and lead the church, in 
lhe eld1:ion anp chaice,&c. This:makes the cafe very 
tar/lin point of condllCl: ; yea, tho'oiher officers in the 
{ame church, if there be any, fhould eilher oppofe- or 
not aH, For that any one ruling officer in a church, • 
",here Ihere may bel1J'any:of.the f:une nature, he him-· 
fdf is vcl"tually the whole college of officers in any 
(ifl1rc c.ltt that he perfor'ln5 withol!rthem. Asin civil 

,,,3.·al' s a j)3J·ticular executor io fåd'nl1ains the whol~' 
exu,Wt'rfllip, as tbat he can make "a valiJ a[t in that 
n.illil'try iillJugh many others are joim,u with him in 
Iht' f~lnle rdhment, :>nd vet don't nor woo't aCl: with 

• 
I:i:n, in this Of that atlåir, tho' confirm ed in their truft ; . 
\'I il ic il pl incipal is iOllOdcd in the nature of a joiri t tc~ 
Il rt ilC /ill'gtJl~ral, and in a jointtruft in particular, helJ . 
bv manv ((luaIs. 

~ ,J'" • 
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. 3d1y, The crJe is very difticult when the flanding of, 
ncers join .lIS one man, and will not guide the chU1'clj 
in thefe eletl:ions referrec to, &c. Aml I mufl necds 
fay, I fear here has been the greai: bar to this office. 

\Ve may from interell:, as weU as duty,' ratio­
nally fuppofe the inclinations of the chure·ht s, and the 
deures' of many of them have been made known hy re­
peated and honorable folicitations therein, faying to,1r­
chipus, fulfil thy minifiry, Cor. 4. 17. and we may aHo 
.affinn, the principle is plain,the office is acknowledged, 
at home and abroad to be of divine. original. But hov'­
evel' this is certain, it is a formal eflablilhmcnt bv thele . , 
churches, and not now to be difputed. Yct the oBi-
cers pretcnd, thcy fcc no reafon to giv c way to the 
churches deflre Or demands, neither will they condnCl: 
in th:s cafe, though theil' dmy does oblige, thatfo the 

• church may be compleated in its officers..; no! they 
at'e pleafed. byaEts of a fuperintending power, to Jack 
the chul.'ch door,- and turn the key againll:this oIncr, 
and no pleas or pel'fwaiions can alte l' theil' re(cl!ut ions, 
But hereby the officers do plainlyabclicate theil' office, 
hy c!ianging ~he aas of a limiten trufl:, bounded by 
precept iuto what is-rneerly .arbitrary; fo in a c!cgrrc J . 

tIley break up the relation between themlCIves and the 
chul'ch, and by fnch an dfcntial error, fo' colltfary to 
the churches chal"ter, and rheir own .commiffion thev -forfeit all at once,tho' lenity and mercy may hvor thon 
with a long life ; yet in the eye of juli:ice they are dt?.ll 
men, if not in namre, yet in law, anJ upon .theil' o fl - . 

STI){ACY ma)' jul1ly be DEGRADED, ther.:rorc in f\1di 
a care, whcn it comes to the extrernity, the ch\lt'chLS 
hlay and ol1ghf ta call in council, <lnd procccd in theil- , 
work and dnt y rol' theil' own well being, after the 11120-

ncr of an inol'ganic ChUTCh p/atform, Cklp_ 10, And 
thi'!; Ineed not Hand IQ defcribe,ollt' platform, the laws 
of the province, and the pl'aaice Of th-: chUl'ches in 0.­

orh!'!' c,t(es, and vacancies will do it. . 
Then ,~;lcther there congregational churches t!tro' 

thel'e prOl'inces n1ay' Ilot juflly refleCl: bhme t~prm them­
{.::lves, for tan fu pine negligcnt ~ fnme of li1irir, 10-

w,lds /~) gl'eat an inret"c!l:, and fo tiqble an oÆ,-..:., j;.,.­
i;lg th~y have: fuch a fhare in govi:ramcnt, al:d cm fa:r-

• 
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,ly rekue .t~eRlrt:I'ves and their ownright!,"t>ythe.poW'c, 

and principles of their own e.ifence, when,t~eir otha 
officers negleCl: duty ?' . ' 

, 

• V. : P E' TIT ION. 
• • 

H AT youwill pleafe to revife the ftudy, (a'nd i. 
" order' to it) a new impreflion of your platf01'm. 

e is very UfUl1 for many gentlemen in your cOlHltry, 
landed men, and men ofeftates, everYIl1an to keep his 
law-book by him, as his bible, the bible for the folace: 
of his mind, and the law-book for the fafcty of his c­
{!::lte, that upori any defamation of title, or. otuer in­
<:roachments, when his lands and properties are ih ha­
~ard, he may know whither to repair for his direaion, 
~lOd how to make his defence .. And fo methinks it 
.ihould be whh the members of the churches, as to their 
ftated "ights by the il' cannon law ? That there fhould be . 
• t kind of a penalty (if-the hazard in fuch a defea be 
not punifhment enongh) on ruch delinquents, as live 
members of ChriLl:'s vifible kin'gdom here, and yet live 
without the platform, the ecclefiaftical political charter 
of thefe churches. 

, 

I mufr needs f.w, and I wilh I could wIlifper it fo 
• • low} that the eccho mlght never rebound to Gatb or 

Alkeloll, ami yet be diftinCl:ly heard thro' thefe churches, 
That I fear the impreffion of the pLuform is almofl: ex­
tinet, if not quite worn out in the country. And that 
as it \Vas fclid in the day of battle, under king Saul, that 
thcrc was neither fword ,nor fpear found in the hand of 
any of the people ; fo here, thongh yoUl~ hible, whic11 
is the {\vOl'd of the fpirit, is in every mans hand, yet 

• ,paflibly, this fpear or necdf'll'y weapon, in the defence 
. of your gofpelliberties, 'your platfol'm, is [carte to be 

foundinthc hands of 011\; in a thoufand, th1'o' all the 
hoft of Jjracf, I do therefore advife my country, and' 
thefc churches, to furnifll yourfclves, and that you 
would ~llcourage the printers in this defign; and they 

, 'Can foon reel'uit you, . 
, , ,My bOl/omMe am!. di!areJ1friends" 

If we,are, pufh't on to battle, and om': weapons are 
, ,~thcn in the oar, we may juftJy fufpect: we fuall1:ie but 
, toO eafy and cheap a conqud~ JOl': affailants. There-
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.. fo~e furnHh youl;feIves in good tirti'e' with trus piece- of 
. arttlIery, that rou roay be well fut'd and equipt for 
fervice. - '-

Don't you hear from the top of yonder proud and' 
lofcy mountain, the enemies trumpets, and t4eir dr1.Jms . 
beiting a preparative ? Therefore let all the good fol- . 

. 'diers of chrifr be compleat in tltis and all other parts oE 
their armour, and at an hoilll$ warning, unle{s you 
reckon your trea{ure not worth defendihg. 

- . 
• • • 

VI. .p E TIT ION. 
• \ 

. 

it may not be very proper for thefc 
churches, after [o lang an interval, to admit of 

addrefs, viz. That they will pleafe to meet or re-o 
'prefent themfelves in a provincial or' general fynod? 

That if there be any thing in OU1' i:hurch government 
",hich may want emendation, that (as th!!y fay) it may 
be done, Stcundu1I% . ufum faTum, or regularly and ac-. 
cording to·the manner of thefe churches ;. or if thete 
be any new forms, needful to be inferted, or whatever 
eIfe marin a way of order be thought necelfary for the 
advance of religion, it may be fairly decided for the fer­
vice of the whoh:. And alfo, jf it {hall then be judged 
pqldent, aur principles for the feiling, and tryal of the 
more 'uogovclnable, and frauter foft ofdelinquents and 
otrenders, may be revifed, and fomewhat enJarged, that 
fo it may be made very eafy for all particular chul'ches, 
to make outproceffes againft them, and tbat they ihall 
:tind the churches fetters will hold thtm. That forever 
after all fmall juncto's of men, or particular perfons, 
member or members of the churches{let their chrac­
ter be what it may be) {hall be deterred from beillg fo 
hardy and bold as tO divulge their pernicious doch'ines, 
al1d feditious fentitnents, with fuch prefumptioD, and 
fuch hopes of impunity, as fome of late have done • 

• 

Thus, Right. honorable and bc/ovcd in Chrijl ! 
• • 

I ha\1e nothing more at prefent to add by way of pe­
tition' to 10ur felves, but "oly that you mIl pleafe lO 

take thi$ poor piece of fervice in good part. '. 
: But tlwt it bebqt aS a )ittle gaats hair, or a b~dger1 

. '~ide or two; ortkins not well dr~ft, yet it mai be f~1l1e. 
• 

• 
• 

-
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way ufeful fot: the ta:bernacle. And' tho' it won't 
fhelter againft fl:ormsof gr~;lt fuot; itmay ferve to 

. cover and fhidd from fome flighter aiTows. , 
JhJt let it be what it may be in every Qthel' mans 

op-in}on, it is in mine (as to de6gn and intention) my 
love, honor and loyalty to mf God, prince and coun­
try, for 'whofe fel'vicG .I ,vas born, according to the 
,received maxim, Nonfali nobis lIati fl/mus. And hcre 
J pay one Pal" of my debt to thofe great creditors in 
fnch Ipeeies as I have; therefore I hope foi' pardon 
from, and acceptunce with hIl of them. ' 

My conduuon' is with devoutdl: appJication to the 
fuprcam throne, that the almighty God will blefs the 
'gre at ANNE, oUJ wife and protefhi.n). princefs; Nc'lU­
England 's roy"l nm'fe, and great benefaB:refs, that fhe 
may live to fce all the pl'otcfl:ant churches thro'-her vafr 
empire, more vil'tuous and mOre united, and as ther 
nIl ffieet and center with their differing perfwafions, ry 
their love and loyal aCl:ions in he\' perfon and govern­
ffi'ent.Let her mofl: excellent majdl:y, next to Chrifl:, 
continue abfolute. in her empire over theil' hearts, and 
as ihe has made fnch a compleat c'onquefl:, of all differ­
ing parties within her dominions, hy her wire andvil'­
tuons mcafures, and thcreby \\'on :ill the fame of rule 
and foverignity from her royal progenitors, who coulet 
never fo chat'Dl !iJch mighty nations. Let her reign 
continue theexatteft mode! for all comts in Europe ! 
and whcn ih e is full repleat and f;ltisfied with length 
of days, and the mofl: glOl'ious effcC[S of a pl'ofperous 
l'eign, let God favor her lafting and flourifbins nan~e 
with an unperHhing monument, on whieh juftice {hall 
become obliged to inJcrihe this memento, viz. "Bere 
lies in funcral pomp, the prineels of the earth, the 
fiOl'e-houfe- of all enobling and iJrinceJy perfeCl:ions," 
That if all the monnrchs on earth, have Iofl: their ex : 
ccllencics, the il' '~rcai1a imperii theil' Date, wirdcm, 
jkill in gO\lernment, and all forts of heav(nly, prin(dy 
and hel'oick ,'irtucs ; hefe ,1hcy may be found lodged 
ill this oncunpurralled MON ARCH.' 

Let God blefs his excellency, and pl'efcl've the go­
"lemment of the -provincc, 2nd let it continae alway s 
!u !he hands of natives) and let our CO\111,try, [ucl;e'" 

, 

, 

, 

-
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{ively breed men of fuch merit, as fhall ahvays enamor· 
imperial majefty, with their 10yaltyand wonh; and 
that their true deferts 10ay ~ver purcha[e for them fuch 
a higb ft~tion, whilft they 1ba:1 plainly.out-weigh theil" 
rivals in the roval ballance. .Andlet them be alwavs '. . 
patren to the[e churches, as an acknowledgement to the 
crown of heavt.!n, as the fettled conditfon of tenure 
they hold by, and po[fe[s fuch royal deme111efs. 

Let the great and good God ofheaven and earth ble[s 
theft; churches, the beauty of the wildernefs, and con­
tinue fo r.oble a. mini11ry as. they now ha:ve, and prof­
per and requite the il' faithful and unwearied' labors, 
and let- him continue the fucceffion, and fnrnifh the 
next fet ~v1Lh, gre~ter accomplifhments arid virtne. 

, , 
, . , , 

Let Chri/fJ~rlls, the great {heppard, who hath the care 
of. the,fl9c~s il} the wildernefs, preferve inviolable, the. 
jrieftim~ble privileges and liberti~s ofthefe chu~ch,es;, 
and let them ' entail them, wirh al~ other civil and fa­
cred rights and immuniries which they n,oW' enjoy, as 
a fure eftate of inheritance, to the laft pofiel'ity of this 

. people. .~nd let theil' children, and childrens children' 
remain from generation to generation, until the world," 
be done with; and the fun has left fhilling. . 

• 2 , 

• 

.. . , 

, 
, " , , " '" 

So prays, the meaneft of all your l'.;l'Va~ts 

• 

LE' L , 

in CHR1f3J', 
, 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, . 
• 

JOHN, WI$E, 

• • 
• , 

-.~. 
• 

• 
• 

, , 
•• . ' .,._.; L da_ • . ' & 2 EL" • 'I i E • = .. • • 

, 
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• 

, 

, 

• 
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To the "foregoing 

• '. , 

p (!) p O S A L s. 

, , 

HE noblenefs of parentage, by the laws of 
honor,entails on pofrerity, (with other rights) a' 

protecnon from all inCivilities, but not from the aufierer., 
demandsof juftice, wheri that is affronted and vioIated. 
Juftiee keeping the golden rule, ( §b.IO dat fuum Cuique) , 
obferves no other diftin(tions, tha.n what it nrft makes 
io its diO:ributions amongft the rich and pOOl', the no­
ble and ignoble, it is no refpetl:er of perfons ; for that 
it,is fupedor to aU men, and flts as a veiled emprefs, 
holding the ballanee to weigh out equal to each one 
according to the merits of the caufe, and [efs no 
man. 
. There bein:! now under cognizance, [uch as are of 
hODorable families, and arrefted and brought by 
duc-courfe of law to fOf high crimes, it muit 
~ot be fuppofed rudenefs in manners, th?ugh they-be 
tom<;what freely and rufty handled, wh:!lft the profe­
(ution is held agreable with the impeachment and ru le 
of juftice. And as for myfelf, who am under com­
miffion from authority, to appear hi defenee of Ir!-Y 
cmmtry's [acred liberties: I can in my ow.n jufiifica. 
tion, affil(m, that I have no difllOnorable inC/inations, 

ajuft. min'd, fu as to conc1emn no man or' 
upon plain evidence, nor to um;r:ivate anf 

plea its juft bounds. -
ThcrefOI:e, tho' in the following pagcs there ffi1\ybe-'" 

i,:rc~rned, a irellt !ibmy in ~rgt~ment, \Viril a mi,.'\.ture 
, 

, 
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tlf fa!y,rs, as tb?'~no~e. ,but ~f ,,!.nfer.iors, 'Ye.r~ )!lv.~~,-, 
,,,~d 10 the charge; yet afen,be It ,untl?mrlove'and -
venerati~n for fo grent an intl!ieft aS'! appear fot, an.d 
not tO any .bafe' intene of finKing the honor, ,(h'4~rken-' ." 
ing the hifhe of men. "r neither 4efi~e~ rllor defign tO, 
hurt any nian; no, not fo muc1,1 as an haWon his Head •. 
but l foleJy aim at El,lROR,; t!tat is the butt Ilevel 
f<ilr,'· '" ," , "'" 
: Thus havi~g by this brief, but fincere apology~:rec?r­

ed the hpri(jr of my in~enti~ns, if.. I" am )vor'rhy of 
byl~f; I fhån no longel' interL'upt the pl'ocefs,. b\lt" 
~all nextfy, draw up the 'indiCl:mept,' upun whith " 
tljefe propofals are to pafs, apd abide il trya J." .. 

And this I {halL do in a 'form"' borrO\fed .fr.im fil' 
E.dward'Cq9ke, the kJng's attQtney,in the' arraignment 
of fil' Walter Raw!eigh, in thefe words. .' " 
.. " . , . 

~ . . 
ER E is mifcBief, mifehief in Summo Gtadu;' 
yea,exorbitant mifehief. 'fhis is the 'charge 1: otrer' 

to good againt1: the propofals, at the bal" of com:"·: . 
mon reafon ; in order thereto, lfhall proeeed, amt' 
e~pea: to produce'fuflicient evidente uudel' two hcads. -.. 
,,1ft. By a fe\v preliminary queries, 'r., , 
. '4dly, By a more criticalexaminadon ofthe,propo':' ., 

fals -themfel'tPes. " ' . " . 
· • " l '. 

, ( •. As in troduCl:ory, and fOl' the bringing in' fu i'thel': 
evidence.againft the cdminal propofals, now:ilpon theit. 
tryal, I oa;:r thefefollowing' queries" .:' . 

, • 

, r • , , . -
fr o,,, "" , . 1 '<.!:!ery. . , . ' . . , ' 

Whether the churches in,Ncw-ElZg/alJd,arc notfa~rl1 ' 
in ~o!f~,ffio~ of a form of go.vernmer.t, by wpic~: ther. 
at:e dlibpgUlfhed from mofl: of the reforr:ned chilrches" 
in: the world,' mm 'c than by theirgraee.? and. if'fo~ . 
(\vhich no man that knows them will deny,) ,then,it ' 
muft be fame {tiper~or pcrWC1', or their own,v~luntarr' 
acr, regularJy obtamed,~hat umft out' ordlfpoffe1s 
theOl. Dill, an cqual claimer appear, yet long and .. 
quiet pofi"effion holds ;lgairifl: a writ of eje&ment, a. 
very fri-ong'. plea in the feffions, bo.h of reafoI\ :1._ 
4w ; a~cording to that acknowledged maxim, Æq'ttali, 

. . - ..' .. D' A 

• , , " , · - , . " I 
• . ' 

, 

• 
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Jur!, in~i;or.ej,C-oiuJi#o Pojfidentii, ~beri two·pieadan 
eqq~l right, he is in -the heft coildition who is .in pof;. 
f~ffiori; th.en it can be no Iefs thena very indifputable 
l'ighh anq. duly profecuted with effeet, that can dif· 
poifefsthefe churches oftheir government. -. ' 

• 
. ' 

{. 2d ~ery. . . 
Whether le.ngth of time has difcovered any elfential 

emir iri the government of ihefe chul'che~ l 
. Arid 1ft, it has, or 2dly, it has nbt. 
I. Jf tim,c has made ~my fuch difcovery, yet· the 

pl'opofals have not been fo' fair as to deteet it, or de. 
lC.1'ipe wherc:in, Qr in \vhat refpea. The great fervice 
shefe chm'ches, with the!r government, have done, in 
fubduing åndbe'autif'ying a wilderI,lefs, befpeaks fome 
confiderable refpeet from all men, who valne wifdom or 
l)it:~y ; tb,at,1t muft ne~ds feem a.ha.,rth piece of juftice,. 
w.hha:u!' anf formal tnal, for them to be driven fionl 
plenty, an!i, fent to the d60rs oftheir ,OWIl tenarits, tO­
begfo~ <\ b60ty,out of tmateftate which 'v.as ond: theil." 
own 'at leaflt,by a feifiil in laet, if not in law ; for that 
the propofals kill, and:take pofl'effion,withfar lefs ce·, 
l;~mony or legal formalities, than Aha~ did, illgaining 
the right of Naboth's vi-ticyal'd i \vnen as if there is, a~11 
effential error in theil' frame .or, confthutiont atld that 
tl)q lul,ve. eitheF ignorantly or treach,el'oufly afl'umed -
atiy pe'culiar' prerogative which beloj;)gs to Chrift's 
.hronc, as king, t'hat was nc:ver th~ir (lUe to' pofl'e& 
(and fo being 'confidered as ufurpers, are dead in law) 
Yf,;~·not\vitp.fl:anding it would not have offen.ded.againft 
tf;).e lawsofgtåt~qde in fending tnem to their graves,to 
h~ve Ri.tt. 'fOme more marks of honor upon them" 01' 

- certain' '(olein an~ ufual forms of tdal: in the pl'ologtre 
cl t.r,ekdiflolution ; for they ha·ve bem cert3.inl'y gl~eat 
and. good fervants to the p~blic, that if they deferve tø 
d.\e, tqcy ought to die under aU tbe mark5 of hanoI' 
w.hichjlJftice can allow', of, at the leaft a grand feffions, 
a: jury, 'and liberty to make pica in their own defence,. 
',\T\d .. under the influence of royal council, fhould have 
heen granted; unlefs they may be treatea as-conque~ 
rors, ferve unfortunate pirates, who when taken, 'ru:e 
...... ithout fo.::m of law hung up at the yards-arm. 
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~dly. B~t ifno fuch difcovery can be made, whe,:. 
ther it is a wife and juft t~ing f9r men lo altertheir 
government? The church~s of Chrift in this COURtry, 
have been in poffeffion of this form of government; 
and it hath beea eltablilhed by certain Ieg~l and orderly 
familiarities, and univerfal confent ; and has tontinued 
upwards of threefcore years. Andas t4e ppet fays, 
Pcrvanos CaJus Pcr Tat Difcrimilla Rarum Tcndimus in 
Cælum, They have paffed various changes,' and great .. 
lemptations, arid yet to this cday by this b~fome of 
difcipline have b~en kept as dean fwept, asaay churchcs 
of God in the worlci; and any fuch embr~ilments as 
have lately h,appened in. the churches, have beeIi mote 
the folly of adminiftrators, in notkeeping to the Tules 
ofgov.ernme.nt, thal1 from aoy defeet in the'coniHtuti­
on. Then what reafon have we to meditate a change ? 
No, certaiilly'; it will be more divine, and ågreable with 
th~ law of our religious gratitude, to join with the rev. ' 
Mr. Nichol4sNoyft, in his doxoIogy, or ufe of triumph 
and praife for the great 1l.lercies he recites in bis eleCtjon . 
fermon, p. 79. fays he, Thanks be to God and the 
kin~! our houfes al)d our lands are our own, without . 
every mans being at the coft of a chart~r ; 'and yer ,ve 
have the liberty of our religion, and the free exercife 
of it, without 1iibfcribing ~ew articles of fairh, worihip 
or dilCipline ; which is a great favor of. God, jf we havt 
wifdoin and grace to improve it rightly. ,. 

Sf!Jlcry, Whether the right imptovement will be to 
. alter the feneme of our governmenior difeipline, feeing 
. no body eife will do it for us t No furely! Butit will 
be more agreeable, with both our policy and duty, to 
follow the good ad\,jce Mr. Cl'JtfOIZ M(lther Ieaves us in 
his golden-ftreet, page 40; in thefe words, "Where 
we have a platfol'm left us that is according to the word 
of our gl'ac.ious Lord, and the pattcrn in the mount ; 
we lhall be grcat enemies to ourfelves, if wc _do not 
keep to it." . . 

, 3d. ~ery.. . 
Whether it be not great boldners for any particulat· 

gentlemen to invade, mjll~ alter or weaken Co great it 

right and propriet y, as is the government"' of'tIlde 
churches, witliout their confent ? 

• 
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'. "GQ"er~ment is the greate}l: bleffing in tlle worlJ, of 
=lworldly nature ; it is feIony, cheaperby far to the 
10Ofers, to plunder men of their eftate and wealth, nay, 
and of their li~es too, then to difpoil them of govern­
ment r for by the lat~er, you ha1'1'a[<; and worry them 
jn' the ,vorld, ,vith, plagues and miferies, \Vorfe then 
death it felf, that the bafeft is far better than no go­
vern ment ; a churlifh tyran!lY ,is better than an infolen t 
anarchy, 'where men are, \yithout law, and all hail 
feIIows, ,nOt well, bl)t ba~lly met., And for mef. ~o 
alter Ol' fwap government, with~ut all interefteo parties 
are agreed, is,a \'ery bold intrullon. ' 

'fhar, yea, that goyemment which is in any good 
rnenfurefo.rmed, and dQes agree, with the natural free­
dom of human beings, illl~ is adjufted by the laws of 
wifdom and honor, and plainly, and fairlyeftablHhed ; 
lS toa muehof God in the world, and -toa great a roy­
alty belanging to men, for any to play the knave or 
fool with.', , ' , 

: And'when a government hath done all things in the 
; majn well, and has reapr-in a gre,at ftock of bIeffings, 
, now to fhuffie it out of place, is ficklenefs, and not 
: poEcy; for a fenfiblc feries of bIeffings will alw;:ys a­
,tone fal' fome feeming defeCls ,in a conftitution. 
, Therefore when :alI lfrcal met at Ramah, in a general 
l'.ff'embly, to alter th~il' confular government, which 
llad bi!en crowncd with fign'll bIeffings, they'got ill 
\Vi nin the court, of heaven for it, I Sam. 8. 7. , 

The great fl;lccefs w~ich attended, fignified it to he 
, a theocracy, and that it hat! more of God, than of 
,man in it, which is an argument, (Cuetfr.is Paribus) 
for all ollter goyerninerlts, and fo for this of Ne'u)­
Englalld chu'rches, which has been honored with great 
1ilcccfs, and many bIeffings from its beginnings. totLis 
tlay ; .therefore \Vell clocs .. Mr·. ,Cofton lI1athcr clefcribe 
thi! fnbieCl and advifc his country, in his late fermall 
nn thelheet of gold, [lYS he; (in a remarkable-pafiåge .. 

. put (Ifa letter) page 40. "Here is a temple bu ilt; ·more 
, glodons than So!omoll's, n0t of dead fianes, but livirig 

idintsj \I/hkh may tempi: the grcatefl . queen of Ehcba, 
to come and fee, and allure even kinp from far tp 
'Ome \lnd worfhi11 in'. TherCfore, as tO their gon:fJ\· 

, , 
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, ment, (r.1YS he) rtrs,'do :not fpil it, ~oh, dellro] it ~off ' 
there is a blelling ,in it.'" " .' ' 

, ,4th. Qi!ery. ," 
Whether by com paring the propof'1ls and our plat­

form, wc qon't find them repugnant, and fo contri· 
diCl:orv, that if one fl:ands, the other roun fall?, . . 

Au'(!' that wecan as foon reconcile,a' rtpublic with 
an abfolute moniLrehy, or the belt: fort of free {lates 
with a politick tyranny, or at lealt: with an oligarchy, 
where the chief end of govemment 'is the inriching.and 
preatnefs of its minilt:ers j and this wc roay do,when ,,;e 
have con~pounded thefe p rop oJa Is , and ,our' platjOT/il, fo 
that as that faith[ul and noble fdend to thefe (hurche~, 
the famQus and learned lncreafe JI{athcr, 'n: D. j'n au 
appendix to his dilfertation concerrling the faqament, 
laments feveral plots corifph'ing the,' dilfolution of thefe 
famQus churches, in thefe words, viz. . The ,bold at· 
tempts which have of late been made to unhinge' 'and 
overfet the congregational chi.u'ches in ,Ne~v-E}lg'al1a, 
?y decrying their ~qly cov~nant, &c', Wemay here , 
Jumy highten the complaint, andcry, Pro Dolor !hi(lG 
Lachrimæ! Ahs, abs=' here'Jl the grief ! hence 'flo,~s 
OUI' t<!års ! for here is a bold anemptindeed, not' on1i' 
to defpoil the houCc of fome particular piece of fm-ni­
tu're, but to throw it qtiire out at \viridows; not on· 
ly to take aw_ay fome of its-ornamenss, but to blow up 
its found',ltions. FbI' thefe bold' aitempts whieh that 
WOllTHY' complains of, feem'now to be 'grown','er1 
rampant ; for hereis in view a combination· of.w6rk· 
men difalf.:Cl:ed ,vith the fafhion Of the old fabri!=k,wbo 
(in pretenee ) defign to repah', bijt in real it y to ruin tHe 
whole frame. They ~pelr (indeed) fomething in:!):\':, 
manner of Nehemiah's men on the waH, Nch. 4, I i, ai' 
it were with a trowel in olle hand, with \vhich the}' nh,,_, 
;Jnd then put on a little untempered morter, to plailtel' ' 
OV~l' a chinkor tw(), where the old workby length' c3~' 
time, is fomewhat wcather-beaten, to pacify the jealoufics 
oftlle inhabitants, that they may think thefe buillkl'~ 
(fm'ely) al'C mending, and not murring theil' old, con;· 
fOl,table llabitation, Butin reality, they have; in ther 
other hand a formidable m:lUI, not a.sl\~chtlllia/;'s we~ll(m 
to defend;, but to bl!.::ak: dO',Vll tlAe bUl!dm~; fOI' they ,'tre 

- , , 



[ 3° ] 
. 

ali h~~,,3: at ",ork banging the platform in pieces, UPOIl 
"h:ch the old fabrick is built. That may not the 
cht:rches, and dl their lovers figh and complain, as once 
Ci.',T ,EJ, v TeJlp;ra! O l'tf~res! ",_ho would have 
ex?~c~'~G fl.:ch times and fuch things from fuch men? 

5th ~ery. 
\\.; :ndi: uteos then enquire, From whence the pro­

poL:s ceri,e their force? Who gives them letters of 
2ttor::-=y, or commiffion tO fue thefe churches (by a,Q.uo 
h':;;-r .;r;;,,) Out of pOllcffion of their government? To 
mel 2uii: !1~eds confefs) the attempt is very daring; 
zrJQ I fec no wa7 of reconciliation, unJefs the fchem& 

• 
~r;<',-;D in the propGfals can be fairJy nleltered under 
lam.e r:1ore r!llthentic and fpecious umbrage, than the 
bo:d d~c·b.te3, tho' of the wifdt of men, when they are 

1 ", ~ h " l l f h' p.ei'.le:: to let t. eml,;: ves up orac es or t eu' country, 
So I come, 

2, To the more critical examinatiq.n of the propofals 
the:nfelves, which I {hall attend, 

I. More generaUy. 
2. f..lore p3.rticularly, by taking a (urvey of them in 

th ' ''''''''n,' elt' Glitl!lct leCLlOIlS. 

I, }\Iore generally, by enquiring in to their original, 
~nd n2 .. ture. 

I, B-) ITl?king a more exaå inqueft and fearch after' 
6eir original; and in this debate, they forfeit their er· 
{eDee, unJers the: can derh-e their pedigree, either, 

r. From Gods immediate infpiration. Or; 
z, From a:1cien: revelation. Or, 
3. From right reafon, which is a ray of di,'ine wi[· 

c.om: 1:J[rampt upon human nature. Or, 
4, From the plarform of the churehes, which is a 

fy[~em of government, colleCl:ed by Dur anceftors out of 
fc'e::z.l fOl1ntains, and principally hom the fcriptures. 
Kol',' in purfuing this c.liH:ribution, I {hall diligently en­
qu:"e, whether we can hear of their original under ar ... y 

• h ~ h ' or i;,c1e eaes. 
r, As to irr.mediate infpiration, I mua n.eeds prefume, 

t::,e{e gentlemen -.vill not dare to aifert, that they are fent 
~:::;,:ed.iately fromGod with this meffilge to the churches ; 
6ey are toa goed and wife to pretend {with enthullalls) 
~o ;::lmediate 'dion, or a ipirit of prophecy ; both the 

• 

• 
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matter and' ma~ner' of their w~iting, fuÆciently cotJ;~ 
,-inces, that thefe propofals are their own fentiments ; 
they durft not put, a, Thusfaith the LORD upon them. 
fuch an infcription is too heavenly and royal for fuch 
min; for both they and we know, according to, Det/t. 
30. 12. It is not in heaven, that thou fhouldeft far. 
who !hall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, 
that we mav know it, and do it ? thcre is no necd to • 
fend meifengers to that court, to leam by immediatc and._ 
extraordinary information, ~ither the laws of aur duty 
orintel·eft; for thatGod liath made all things fufficieilt­
ly plain, by this time' of duy, either by fcripture or rea": 
fon, for the coudun arid government of his churches ; 
yea, of the fubjeCts of his univerfal intelleCtual MO-
N ARCHY in this world. ' 

'2. As to andent revelation ; holy {ci·ipture, that beft. 
tho' not the biggeft of books, is the 'faints library, and 
the clergy-man's pandeCts,w hence he takes the rules for 
the management of his truft ; f6 that it is very amufing~ 
that the bible fhould be fm-gotten in draw'ing up fi1cll 
fchernes as thefe; as tho' the ufage t:Jf the pope5: conc1a'Ve~ 
which turns the bible out of do'ol's f6r ti wtafigler~ and: 
gives the chief feat to traditiOri, oc. w'ere herein' fafhi­
on. Indeed, I cannot bm cfkem tnern very unfol'tu­
nate propofals, to be tUl"ned fo naked into the world, as 
not to have theleaft tinCl:llre offcriptute'to gaurd them 
from contempt ; no, nøt fo mutil:is a citation, th>at 
might admit of fo much as a: ftrained wl1fequence in 
their defence. And fo, tho' lefs p'rophane; yet ther 
are alfo Iefs politick then the moft deiperate of hel'e­
tieks, who always bring theit et-rors onth e ftage, gaurd­
ed with [criptures, and craftily endeavonr to make iheir 
citations look with fuch an afpea, as tho', they \Vert; 
ericampt on their ilde. Bur here we have nothing for 
our f.lith to kan on, but fo man y auftei-er IpJe Dixits:; 
as bitter pills of death for the churches to fwallow Jo 

without any of the confeCl:ion of heaven, or the fweet 
manna fprinkled upon them ; or eI[e only fo many na­
ket! human preJumptions, as arrows or holts; tuo ra:fh­
ly fhot out againft the fiues of Our church_cs, and no. 
word of fcripture to tip or feather them. Nar, it is 
1cry mcmorable, and l aCr;o,mi fi\t.,l, :md to be obfcn~ 
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~d ~Lt GOD, :h~,t {"-c red title of the almighty, with 
W~:C::1 t\~ ha:y lc,i;)ture does fo abound, is not ome 
n~l::l~: :,~5 I (2:1 flod) in the whole treatife; as thor 
t:ce ~.o.t i~,crcd ticl~s,:lS well as feclions of th')t heavenly 
b-y:·:, ','):lU moye f"J.rs, and irritate jealouues, rathel' 
t:l~~:l ?J:lr down [01<1.ce and comfort upon this under­
cL,; , Therefore, in a word) the whole bible is 
t;lro·,'.·~'. J:: 2.5 a f::lled parehmenr, or as one that never 
p:'O?~:O::~' sood tO fuch :L,-h·enturers. Therefore theft 
p,oPO;'c.~3 ":1;:;1ng 2.?prehendd as fea rovers, and india· 
e.l U?O:l the it?.tute of piracy; and upon examinatioll' 
b.:bg ioun3. without the prince of princes colours, and 
ye: C.O::l; grea', In:fchief, in affaulting and wounding 
lli, c2u,che3 lnd lawful fubje&, on their honeft oe-

.... ~. , cl h' c;:c::; Del::lg Doun r On a. voyage to t eu' own eoun-
t:'y t2c; c~.n no WlYS in juftice -efcape, bm muft 
p,,·.s 1j::d~r the ftntence, and endure the pairis of' 
C:~,1::" Eo:: :h:.:y are taken fighting without eommiBion. 

i. As to R E A SON . 
• 

[1,",-::.; R:It;", Right reafon, that gre at orac1e in hu-
G2.:1 ;!:I2irs, is the foul of man fo formed and endowed 
b:,' c::e,'.tion, with a certain fagacity or acumen (in many 
p::.rticuLlf exal"i1ples, iharpened by the conftitution of, 
:12:U;'C, :,y gt'ace and itudy) whereby mans intelleCt is. 
<::::~::~c. to take up (pr.') Medulo, or in a degree) the 
tru ~ i':n or perception of things agreeable with~ 
:.::1 2.c:o;-dincr to their llltUl'es. 30 th.n if we bring 

- .:> 
t '~e\e :?::o?oi,?Js under examination by the laws of rea-
i0.1 ; lYe E1U1L enquire, whether they are agreeablc 
",:::-, :l:e D:1ture 2.ud. conftituti.on of the churches, if 
,"'''::- ;'"u;I· ... h.:rmonize with their principles of euenee, 
t:':.~:-, t}}~~ ::12V De enroled for canons; but if they jar. 

• • • 
:::1''': Z.:-<; pL-.:nl:,- re?ugnant, we may thcn lawfully cen-
L~~ :::~:-:;.\ ct:-;J pronounce them irrational. V..rhet]ler 
t;~::~; ci1.l.crches ~r:; confritutecl by fCl'iptul'e or rcalof1) 
y::'.::- :".:-, tho.t is not Ollr ql1eitiof1, but b.::ing of iuch 

, ", 1 d l 's ~ :r:-:;,~.~ o:" con:r:tutl0:Ll, as tn::y nO\\T are, an a \va] 
:.;;e s:::Q; aj whJ pretenJ. to {'Il'PQrt ',en,! prdcc'vc 
t::'f":::') a::J y;:t t2.~::: fuch !n~;dllrt5, :iS y.iti uttcr{y , 
r.-·;:. ..... ~\ ......... r· 'i-J .J~;7-.i\·;. th~, ..... · j"'!1C'tl"t'D'"I:IY\~c;. 'jl"Ve ap-~ ....... ~_ .. ~ '-' H ' ........ l~ .... v. ~ _A _.1,1,) ~. 1 .. ~ .... ~..; H • 

, J - ". li..... I C • lt -.- .. ,--"' .. -...... - ... -J ~; ..... .-. '.~ .. , .. -."' <0:. 1 1' .")\.,,; .. ,,,., ' .... l' o !'Igl " {.-, c .,,...... , .'~ .... , .' .• ,. .... ' .. _ ...... _ ............... 1.- .... .I. .... -".-.-" _." ... 
-' .. - ... . . 

_ 0:0 - ~ - """) 

. -~ .. ~. 
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AnJ hel'e we mlY collecc an induCdon of f0mc·f.;w 
l;ints of certain paFticub.,s for evidenee ; the phtfonn 
airerts a daffes tO ce no gofpel form of church order ; 
the propofals filY it. is, or tbey abufe our (Tedulity. 
The propof.tls orders the affociation tO haye the firft 
r.op1izance of chUl'ch c,1fes ; our governmtnt f,1YS, no, 
it belangs to the jurifdiaion oF pai·tic~lbr dmrches. 
The propofals gives power to the aiTociatiol1 to lin:.it 
deB:ions, and -to direct them; but ou r government 
fays, no, -it \Vill not confent ; the ekuion of oi1lcers 
is the pl'erogative of the churches, and they \ycm, as 
yet, part with -it, &c. So that when we can by the 
l~ules of grammal', refolve yea and nay, to be he fame 
voiee and wort! then you may reconcile the propofak 
and the -platform ; that certainly whatever there be of 
religion, the method is apparently difagreeable w:ith 
common reafon. 

4. As to the P L AT FOR M. 
I ihalll'eprefent it by a kind of a {hort profopcpa. 

thus, vi?. enquiring whether the propofaIs are reduccd 
from this fountain, the platform \Vith all its t:hapters, 
ar,d with one joint confent, as plain as the tonglle1rl 
their hends can utter it, fay, that ever finee it po{felt:' 
the government, fo much as dream'd of them. It may 
fay with de/huE\:ion, (Joh 28. 22,) we have heard of 
the fame of thefe thi~gs, with our cars, but never ima­
gined fo much as a feminal virtue in our own being, 
for theil' pl'ocreation ; but rather frarts with the news or 
their approach, ont of fear of its own diffolution, from. 
there repugnant and formidable nature. Therefore 
ns in a gl'ievQus fright from furpri?c, cries' ant 
\Vith Atbaliah, treafon, tl'eafon! And begs that zeal and 
confcience, thofe two folicitors for the CI'own, will at 
this grand court of Oyer and Terminer. implead anJ 
profecute themas traitors to the prince of pe,lce, and 
{elons to theft churches, CIll'ifi:'s loyal'iubjeCts. 1)..'_ 

I come, 
2. To enquire into the nHnre ofthcf~ propo~lls,. 

by furveying their corl'polltiol1 and pi·operties.· -
l it. Theil' compoiltion. 
Thev fr.;em a conjunClion of almoft all the chnrch-
. r 'o' 

l~ 
-
• 

\ 

-,-
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gJ"C~:-.:T,e!1ts iT: the world, and the leail: part is congre­
::,.::'J~::':. Ir:de::d, at the nrrt caft of the eyet the 
:'--~~'-.::: :".::e.-r.s to be the [peth'e or gllOfr eif prdbyte. 
: :,/'::-:! ::':- t:,e goyernment of the church by datres ~ 
:::: :,:' ,r .: ~:;'~ ::2:1'::';'e, i~ iptention the!e, is fOmething 
C::'::':':'~:'.:::'e o~ prdley IQ tt, only the dlihnCt cbuns of 
':-:r!'.:>?O) 'o':;:h the lteeples of the churches, tythes, [ur­
=::c:, ,:=:2 ctllcr ornamenrs, do not mew themfelves 
() __ :;~J ~ '", ~'-; to be l:ifcerned at the fid! 16bk, yet with 
;-, ".:~::,c'=,p;:: you ma: eafi\y dif cern them reaUy to be 
ti::'~;" Z'ii!;;':~J ct in Rcrmn 71atzirci; for this is' i 
b:JW:1 rc,c.xim, f2J:2d nec~!Jario Sl(binlellegitilr nott' 
c'.-,::. \"-~l?,t is neceuarily underfro'od, or lies .hid in' 
t:,.: ::-,te:-!lio:1of?.deiign, is realiy ther-e,'by aju!1: intet­
p~~:,:::C\:'. ; thereIore mefe propofals whiChdate rev'olt 
fo :,:r 2.t 2. {rep, as thefe have done, rutiIt needs lin­
c.:l':::2.:li no kis in their aim, than an enobling govern­
rr.~:1: fo:: clergy:men, which our princes ånd parlia­
lT:~:1:5 t2.~;e adorned the churches with. This feems 
l';.~:,}0.J.l, th.'.t tho fe whieh never ftiek at robbing the 
c:l1.::.-ches of {ueh an immence trea[ure, as the propbfals 
cr:'\' oi, v;i:l ne,':c;- [rand, Shall ;'ve ! mall we ! at the 
0::-'0; Gi: ~. bi:bo?rick, whieh is a barrony with all ir. 
,..,!.--:..,-~ ......... (~ 1",,",r'"'l n~nllr'~nanCfS ;'_~_.J.~::-~ l.~~ ...... _..I) (lo. Ut'i L..... , 

T~:~rc is 2.l~a ion:.ething in it, \vhich fmelIs very 
,:r jr,;, ~: the ;:1:.:TJlc chair, to affume the power of 
z-:-.~,~:::,; :".l:~>, tO ingl'ofs all principles of proeefs" the 
:':;::::,~ ~:::,:Q:}, the laft appeal, the negative vote, 
;,:::: Z.:~ r.l?~r::1tendiDg poy;er in matters ecclefia11:ick, 
Z.:: ,;'.: ?rero;2.::-.-e oi clergymen, diftintl: from all othel' 

, 1· ... • h1'h t:,'.:~:;, 2.flG ;;-,:n;~:crs III goyernment ; or t us, TOr t e 
c:cr :::: t:) :i:.:),,-Q?oEze both the legiilative and execmive 
f'~c c: C:::::;:1 L,,_, , is but a few ilep5 froin t11e chair 

, , ' . , ., cl b h l 'd h' r c: -':~.~~:~rL~~ pci:l,e:lce, an yte au er ere let up, 
c;e~;z:~,,~n rm;, if thel' pleafe, damber thus high; 
-, .. ild'hh "hf' I,-,,' ',';':'.~:l t"e'\' ~lr;: lilyelte Wlt w at IS III tele pro-

• 
;-lC:":'.:S -;;fo',i2.td 2.r<d intended for them, who 'then C:'.n 
c:J:ltroul tllem, but the Almighty himfelf? as was faid 
c: :::OC~ c?ri;,g men, Gen. I I. e. And now nothing 
',-:;:1 bt: r~li:r?ined. from them, which they have imagin­
c: tJ ::0 ; for ',';ho can now with-hold from them in­
:' ;'::':T'Yl O~' [-wp the direful and defi!l,tive fentenee ? 



Wbp.ca,n.1imit their pow~r, or !horten their ann in 
(h~ir .exeeutions ?Their bulls ~an now upon any af­
front, .bellow and thunder out a thoufand terrible eur­
fes ; and the pOOl: 'affrightCd' and invifal'd laity, 

. both pI:inces and fubjeCts{being here at in -the grav;, 
}lut under one and the [ame tOpick) IDuft forfeit. thm 
falvation, if they don't tamely rubmit, and obed!enrJy 
become their execu'tioners ; for th.at:t is noW eVident, 
-that aU power' is if not really given, yet fonnerly !tolen, 
and in intent bequeathed to them, - . 

zdry. _ Their propcrties. 
rft. Pro pert y, is diforder. Order is both the beauty 

and fafety of t/le univerfe ; take away the decorum 
wh~reby the who1.e hangs toge~<~!:el" the great ftame of 
nature is unpin'd, and drops~piece from piece; anel 
cut of a beautiful itrucrure we have a chaos. Thefe . - . . 

propofals are therefore very mifchievous, if not in mat­
ter, yefin the m~.nner of producrion j they ar.: fuH 
of diforder, being- things born out of due time, theil' 
conception is without countenance, from the ruIe of 
order. Ind~ed, there is nO ftatute tO be found that 
wilt juitify the Brit coitus of the parents, ncither will 
anyallow theidociallife ; that the birth muit beat' 
the attendel', oEbeing both begotten and born, out of 
lawful wedlock, and fo in point -of honor fall undel" 
the cen[ure of the Levitical la1u, and rouit be kept 
back from promotion ; for, Del/t. 32. "A bafl:al'cl 
thall not enter in,o the congl'egadon." 

That to pa[s all other remarks, if we are under 
miftake in the aifc:l'tions; I then dem and and enquirc, 
where is that lawful authority, which pl1blil11ed l~gal 
banes, with theconfcnt of aU the intel'efted per[C'[ls, 
and the l'egu~ar conftuuroation of the match'? If any 
l'ulec;an be found to !helter ancl honol' th;~ conceptiol1 
and bil'th, let it be pl'oduced ; and it efcaping otht:· 
felonies with life, this fcandal, {hall be taken off; but 

-
othcl'wifc it muit remain as a bal' to the ienth gene-

, 
ratIon. 

The 2d.Property is ufurpation. The propofals ap­
paremly uful'p the chul'ch pl'el'ogatives. It -has b::En 
aiferted, and it is true, therl.! churches have b~en r~t. 
tI.ed UpJO the platfoL'!l1 of th~il' ow:n goycrmn<!!) fu,-' 
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lJPw~rds of, fixty year!;, ;.' (hey h~ve, of~en revifed· ånd 
, re-i.nforc'd 't,he. eft~bliØuf1~i:lt,; bath ås~the principl<:s of 
, the~r c.onfo~tatIon and ,umon lo gener'al,a!1u the -form 

, ,of governme.~t, for every chul'ch hl ,p~trticllhir,., 'fl1en 
, for thefe pl'opo(als\vithout lfcerice to aff'ume a J~gifIa­
tion, and fo/,ol ora gpvernril.:ent, fo repligoant tO thdl' 

, own, can be no lefsth\ln tjfl,H;pin ~% a domihi611 , over 
• ,thel1l, ~o~trary/o ~b~ ruk, IPct, 5 :~, nei~her as l;le!rig 
lords over Gods herltage, Leifer aCts agamfi: . empIre, 
hath coH: mauya bold man his head ;Wh;lt ! for a 
particulal' knot or juucto of geiltlemen to nake lp bold 
\rith aJettIed governmen~, as to pick out all the enob­
!ing royalties, liberti~~ and enfranchizements in it; an\t 

.' jilCl'ilice tp~mto theit ,own ambition !' It is enough to' 
, pllt lnan~ind i~to, an uproar,', " ", ' 

,It is fre1h in m,emory, tha,t wllell fonle of our Englifh 
princes (and one \vould thiilk, ifany, inen 'may,· they 
nlay be allowed.to afpire, yet when they) have prefum­
ed on Iels t;lings than thele propøf.'tls reach aJter, k 
gratir'ying th,eir ah1'\ at an abfolute monarchy, when as 

"they have not dal'cd ,to )ayuut with fuch fr,eedom, a ne:w 
Jprm of government, \vith a wide ino'uth,gapin.g to devour 
. the EnglilhIiberties, (as thde propofaIsdo the chu'rches,) 

, butonly ~vid~ much fecrecy, eovin and policy, they 
Jlav~ by fome ,more clandd1:ine, meafu'res been intrud­
ing up on tbe antientliberties of the Englifh nation. 
Evt!'] one ,~no\Vs ,vhat diret\ll, convulfions this hfls 
bred in the bowels ohllG ki4gdom, Andmay it nOt 
ifl'Ve to cnliven tbis pl~a?; To invite all {uch who are 
w jth Nato, OWllel's<;>f'a,gl'e .. 1t gcilius at.inv~ni:jngnew, Ot" 

, modell ing old gc:vCl'l)å~cllt;to try theirik,ill in altering 
, the Englifh monarchy,'iliul fcc how ttwill be pl'obated, 

'fhat is, f~,ppofc,you fhQuld veinure' tointcrdiH the 
l'oyal a{i~nt, or convert the pl'efent' moriarch into l1: 
~ll1ke of {icilice, Of diifolve t.hc lårds in, pal'Hament Ol' 

. (rathel',in hal'lnony witl~ this fcheme) turn the bu,l'. 
gdf.:s and knigl1ts of the fhires (as:J' fOl"t of men not 

. jit fOI' pplitics in p,irJiament-) outQf U001'S ?, Andwhe­
thel' Oll\' fovel'cign, ihepecrage, or fubjefts of Englilh 
lihcnies wOlild, take it \Vell? And ,whethel' chriman 
men mW make boldel' \\'ith thc efl:ablifheu government 
ur CHiil's cll\ll:C\C~, thaa ;'vith tJl:lt 'whLh b,:knf,t. to 
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'ciyil aff.ih:s ? In honor to the New-ElZglalldc1~lrcheS', 
and with veneration for the Eng!iili monarchy,' I 4m:e< 
a{fo;:rt, that, therds in. the <:onftitutionof our church .. 
gov~rninenfmore ofth,e Engl~{h,civil government in it, , 
and it has a Better complexion to f~it the tr ua EnglWl 
jpirit, than is i,n the Eng!Hh church, or ,any other, botl.l. 
as to the legiqativf: and' executivc.·pal't of govel'nmcn~ • 

. Indee~, confiderioghqw things .are at" hmnejQchurch 
and fråte, Ihavebeen fometilnes ready to qucry, , why 
the'nation {houid be fo enamoured with theil' civil, and 
yet fo carclefs and regardJefs of theil' gafpet liherties,ii) -
as to: trufl: their (;on(ciences, \Vith theil' clel'gy" mor::, 

, ilnmediately, and yet wont vemme th~ir, eftatcs with 
theil' learned judges, without the privilege and mcdi;l. 
tion ofjuries ; as cha' ther were more carefu! an~1 wif(! 
in fecuring the il' ~'h.tes than their'fouls, and: valued 
one far more lhan the olher. But I {hall, go on with 
the comparifon. 
I. As to the legi!lation; ,aur N!J~IJ.Ei!glimd convo· 

cation admits, and the government dacs 'profds the 
fr atern it y as nece1fary to thebeing of all fynodical af· 
jemblies, that as far as legiflation fpil'iwal, is Icft to 
men,and as they haye a great treaftire, ,',iz. their laI· 
v~lti0I?- embarked, Jo they have a grent interdl: in the 
management of it; and hcreil1,they agree witll the En· 
glii1~ cautian and wifdolD, 'in the lUodes of civilgovern-

, ment of the empire; .for th,c commons, are one gre<lt 
dl:ate jn the civil JegW<ltion; and they have a 5J'C,lt 
pOWel" in the management of that gl"Cat lr,ult., ,. , 

2. As to adminii\:ration, onhe execu tive part t f gy. 
vemment, OUl" New-!!Itg/and government grams a juri­
dical power to ihe fraternity, and'nukes them:pru\)":l" 
j udges in all ecclcfiafricahalcs and adminifirations" (,11 

pel'fons cognizable, orthat mufl: pars a tl"yal juridb: ; 
which is a~l'eab!e with the confritution, nature and 
praClice of the civil government of the empire;' fM 
unuer die profecutions of law, no EngHih fnbj::cl: 
in life, limbar, efrate, mufrbe paft upon, bUL by (Ili: 
judgment of his' P li ER 'S; yea, in all' ple,as of tbe 
crowri, fuch c,onfidem:e has the goven:tn~ent put ill the 
!"yalty anti difcrcthn of the com~nons, that our Eng­
lilli jurie~ are {bted ar~itr.1tors, and tHllpil'es b.ty:cc,.1t 

, , 

, 

• 

, 
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,.ur prince ,and~his fubje8:s. .)T,f!a fuch a 4e~p'-dance 
: has tbe'\vhole'llation in keeping ~heft: libe~ti€(s ;~~ ~h0~r 
.. own :hands, 'that 'thcy !reckon' the c:omD;lqns in . pal'lia­
ment andjuries-in thecommon wealth, to (be· ,the greitt 
piilars of Englilh honor ,and Jibe11ties, ·atid tl1ery efiee!1l 

-them 'as l'amparts built bj the wifdom. oEour. anceftors 
-to defend us from' nrranny aueHIavery. . 

Thht confide-ringthe .affinity in ,thefe 'rwo c;on(j:it~­
. tions, one wou1dbeTeadyto,qu~ry, :whether.tl,e her.o­
. ick true.· Ehglifll . fpirit is -not. par.i::nt to (,lloth.? ,Or­
'whethel' they. are not equal, debtors to, the gof-
pel, for theil' ol:jginal ? Th" 'improvement of this 
I:omparifon is briefly this; fuppore fome·of thegreat 

. minifiers of fiatefhould venture to _ ,[wer,p away 
, all thofe civil cnfl'anchizements which are Englifh-mens 
birth~right, and fet up an ,arbitrary power, with.a pre-
tenec of doing juftice. and judgment in .,thei~ingdom, 
by more cor-dee and expedite meaii.lres, whether dley 
-l~ightnot be feized? And 'whetherthe ftatutes would 
'notbe chains firongenough to ,hold them, as traytors, 
to a well form ed _ government, -and, then ,laid . .faft by_ 

, a mittimus for great ufurpers? Åpd ,wllj:~hel'tpe 
· plea \Vill not hold in juft proportions, on, the. other 
· nde' of the compal'ilon 1, 

3d. Property Riotous. The natureof a'l'iot milY 
- (in part) ,be' thusdefcribed,.it, is an unlawfu1.affembly 

of. more than thl'ee' met- in one'place, to do an unlawful 
· aer, as violently breaking down'Of waHs" and pulling uI> 
of hedges,afld,. w~ongfully entering into, other mens 

· rights arid'polfellions, and that in 'alfray and ~er~:Or of 
· the :pe'ople. "Inmanaging this plea, l- fhaU only de­
fire ·that the illegåHty of . the alfembly which . fOl'med 
rhefe pi'opofals,with'.the-objeC\:s and things ~he7 intend, 
and the ancient boundaries which they plainJy:invade, 
together 'with' the feal'ful iapP!'ehenfions that· many 

,good' and .fober people ,in thevicin'age have ooncerning 
~. the enterprize, may.be critieally examined; 'and,l ctol,Jbt, 
.' notbut'when;weobtain -the fuffi'age of this honoratIle 

COUl't; it wiJl'dctel'mioe, theimpleaded criminakal'e;of 
a l~iotofls 'riature, and. fo the hidiChnent will i1:a,nd 
mOre 'Valitlagain!l: them.· , ' 

'. 4!h.P!'openy,Sacriljgios, &c. 5th. P;ol?el·tYl.RebeJli9~ . 

• 
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, , It grievc$ ine to 'utter the epithites'agreable with the' 
Ifahire of thefe pl'opofals; yet' they' muft blame theil' ' 
("~C. n:iture, but'not' my juftice; if I give them but their I 
due; f(jr r flild them, in the breach of a, royal ftatute ;' _ 
yea', l think' of apenal lilw. This is plain, ,they take' " 
away the liberties, privileges, difcipline anel,govern­
ment of thefe churches, all which are eftablilhed to " 
them DY the ,law rand that not: on1r' by theirown 
canons, butt by: the, laws of this rovince, as by a royal: 
Mågria €harfå,; "iz.innrt a& or the fettlement and 
fupport ofi~e~ tilh\ifter.sj page 3,; in thefe· words,' 
er 'rhe reflJeaive chU~c~eS' in t~e; feveval towns withil\' 
tliis; pl:ovince, '1haU itt, aU tin'les hereaftel' ufe, exercife 
artd 'enjoy all their ~Fivlleges, and freedoms, l"efpeain~ 
divirle \v'orfhip, diurth~order imd difcipline ; and fuall 
be ettcoul'aged in tht p~l1ceable and regulal' profeffion 
atid prli tuce tnereof," ,',' ., .. 
. This åa (as one fays 0\1 the grcat charter'or Englifu 

l1:berties) deferv!,!s to be written in letters,of gold; and . 
,hilng'up in all bur houfes of Gods public woriliip, to 
iignalize the,zeal (in the prefence of God',arigtJsand 
men) of the authonty of the tilrone and empll'C, fm' the 
eftabliflling of thefe chutches; and 'Chl'ift's iiltercft in 
them~ NOWI confidering that the power, policy, and 
grace of the EngliOlcrown, {houJd~ thus lock up' the 
chtirches tI:eaflire for them ; and fet fuch aceininal, 
'\yith the flaming fword of jnfiicein ,irs hand,' to di-elid 
and awe intruders, it muftneoos be ti. very bold aaion~ 
(ifit been't plump rebellion) -to attempt or defign ruch 
a fequefteratio?-or imbezeltnent as the propofaIs DO., ' 

6th~ Property, Unfllithfulnefs, &c, . 
, 7th,. Property, Ingl'atttmie; . ' 

FQr thefte\vards, of gte:i:t'families, whcn' advanced 
to honor, anda profitable rr:u.ft;hy the free'deen,m and 
grace of-noble'omen, 'wl1en theiriords 'al'elaid down to 
reft, and' Ileep toa fecurely., or tare gone out of town, 
~vith thi~ pt'e(umption, that t'heir eftate is feeuTe, it, be· 
mg putunder the care of loyal truftees, and' thankfnl 
fervants ; now {or fuch tnift.ees and ftcwards,upon fuch 
opportunities topbcket.up, 'Ol' load 'awaythe',richcsof 
the family, and'fctllp fOl' themfelves, and leave the pro· 
i?rletol'~ 'beggal's, ~:hOll~ they,f.otmdiu .wellJth. QndpJen., 

• , 
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ty,-is b?th i,nildeJity and ingrntitude.Now Jet ~he 
dlUI'c.hcs be plutk't and deplum'd, as the pr:opojills in­
tent!, anJ theya~e aft~r the poffeffillg a,fail' \e,fiat~, be­
come bankrupts : And let thofe fiewal'ds tluitare guil­
ty, anfw.:r for the robbery; for my part, I wi~llla\'e no 
l1lilre ii) it." " ,'.-

. - . 
, -

, ' 8th. Property., Impolicy., . " , " ~ 
, And- I am flu:\! thcl'e is grent. !tore, of tbis in thefe, 

Pl'OPO/:Ils.; . I {hall inftanee bm in nvo pal'titulars. . , 
, ,. In timing th~ l:hrtllenge thatjs·here,m~de,to bl'av~ , 

a rieh and powerfulenemy atfo ,gr-eat a, 9iftance, anq 
invite him by. found ,of truinret. to a piteh'd. battle, w~en 
fUl'prize nnd ambu1hments might b~ laid, and QO the. 
work with the expenee· bm of a tenth part 'of the blood: 
whieh this may eoil:. This is noragreable with the .art, 
of \Var; Achitophel would .have put a derifion , upon. 
fuch meaCi.lres. Jac,b's fons when taking a, blaody de-. 
fign in lund, fidt <;pntriyed to frupify and blunt, the 
cOUl'age, of theit' enemies, and then came upon them by, 
furprize,e're they could,armin their own defence,: 
(tho' it daes not juftify their cruelty, yet itmagnifies 
theh" fL!-btilty) for thereby they brought their _ defign a~: 
b'1ut; whellas if thc:y had gone a more blunt and dal'-, 
ing way to work, Simon and ,Lc'lJi had not been' half ai 
bre:tkfaft for the Hivites. Gen. 34. 25. . , , ' 
_ So here, hadthe churches been convened; and no:, ,­
noife made'of oEthis defign, tbfY poffibly (tho'their 
trea fUl'es are fortified by right, and foin f.1fety, an~L 
thdr troops more, ten to one, than their enemies) yet:!}:, 
:nl'.llh n~:tts 'or furpt'ize , they might haye chanced~o, 
II:1.ve br:en coakered Ol' conquered out ofan, by,being':flat­
t"I'eo, over-awed, or'o:vel'.argued" into,:\, fllrr~!lder or 
fnbmiffion ; bur we'in<lY nowr<ltionanyhope,the:~Ia,rm 
will rotlze 'the whole cainp, and eath} rqtpqrqn;\Ytllr~;~ 
110uno it to the nt:xt ",iula'hine P.ro~:ima.rUrjtJJcaJa~ 
gon ; and fo the ,plot may uran a defear,blame Hs own' 
b:H! condhet, more thanits formne. '. " -

'2 ~ The de!ign itfelf (~oad .fll/am Executionis) let -i~ 
come to bil,th, as 'is deJigned Ol' de!ll'ed) and the. ,v,elT 
l1cawns '.'!ould either frown upon,Odtlugh at it for it~ 
follv : If we examine the <;1imate of the CO\lOtry, the 
clcg~ccs of latitude, and the )ever~ frar~ that chieily ga" 

.<' r .~. 
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"IerIi, thtfd!i no good policy in, thede{ign ; fo tJlat,: n.te". 
thinks the :nniverfal frame of namre (;ries it down, for ~ 
Non compos.mentii-; for there ar.e no, fuch greaq:rea~urelJ 
as are flere conceived,can fare;inhar.d:cold couritries al> 
the camelion does in wiu'm, tbel'e mutt be a very grea~ 
hoard to fuppol't them ; and natUl'e do~ hon~{tly con­
fefs',ihe ca'nnot anfwer the bi\ls~f f.'1J'e t ·which belong 
to their table~ and do herduty to the royal exche,quer ;. 
and tl1is mufi.be maintained, or'all bt'eaks to: pieces. : .. 

Again; let ,it be confidered, whetbct' it- been't great . 
intellectuålweaknefs,· or'want of policy, for one gene~· 
ration to contrive needlefs loads, f6r the next,efpecially: 
wh~n they-may get as 'Yell to heaven, without carrying . 
. fuch packs along. the road·?· !t, has been univerfally: ,the;. 
humour ofmanklDd, accordl!~g to. the laws ofnaur.ns 
andnature,when' roufe~ ·by.the regrilar d#:l:atesof 
felf.love~ to endeav0t: that every following> generatipn 
might'be mor.e lightfome,: freef:ooble ancl ,håppy than.: 
that which. did . iinmediately preceed: ,. . . .:. • ... : 

They tay the Chinees . dig day,and ufe it not, but· 
leave it heapt, . or in pits, mellowing for the next age ~ ~ 
Every prudentman· btiilds his houfe for duratloJl_ 
The pl'ince·en!arges an~ betters'his dominions.·: The· . 
peafant fweats .to.adv,ance his' etta~e, and theneacll 
leaves aU in.greater triumph 'to theil' heirs.·· ".; .. ; 

. The Kentifb Yeomantry are .had ln honor. to this day,. 
for not frooping to -the c6nqiIeror~ dt!. they had con- . 
ditioned, and thereby fecured their fair ettates of lands 
in fee and free-holds·forevel' : from . all forfeiture by 
<felony, . accol'ding .to theh' ,country. proverb; .' . 

, . . .. The.fatherto:the;bough.,.·· ! J ; 

~' '.: ;. The fon to. :theplough' l .; . : ," . 

8uch is themercif~tl·fore~fight of mankind,umd'hi~ 
charitable carean& :fot.e-cafi: .for [uch as ibaIHollow. 
tho' they: muy. never. be feen or'knowh by . thcir wire. 

• • progenllors. _." ,,' -' . '.: .. : ::,1.> .. ~I'!'·, . , • ··ll~h.''': . 

• 

But here. is plalnlya confpiracy :V~J'y·h.eteroge~iol.ls . 
to f uch.judicious: acfs:: of .human prov.itlence ; a ,.de.- . 
iign p~:iin.lr,.. if:p'Qt·\P.l~rfe~Uy.: .~Q. tlJ.lUave,. r~~ ~O:. brin~ 
poftemy; tntp. ~ ;a",~cedlefsJ i\li1f<tlage.. ~ndJhI1aldorri; ~ i:;, . . 

. This.Js·ån, ack;Dowledgeq NeritY(.amOngft''':iff: fi(ti&, .. 
. -. '-" .... f.' , ~"'!' ..... ,f,e~, ' .-".,. "1'" ... ,r '.",'. ,'.' r , • " 

• ""_j_ ._~ _'.';,j.. '_".' .' '_ .. 1,. :"~ .,1 .• " . 

• 
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'That thåt monarcll who h3:s'the comtnand' of tlie ~as, 
tah"at' his:'pleafure command, any maritime. c: )llntry~ 
!A od fo, thofe men who have the command and em-o 
pire of the 'confcicnce of, mankind, 'can command 
their d1:a'tes, andindecd whatfoc"er elfe "is' gl'ateful 
to them,' 4' '. . . ' , .. 
, Then,' where-abouts are we in our politicks, \Vhen 

. ,we have delivel'ed up 'the 'royalties thie are cbllllenged? ' 
and in'what a weak capadty fuaH:we leave poJ:t(:rity inl 
Nay, thefe virmofo's' themfelves {eeIri to :bi: hard,c;ried 

, withthe oftrich againft theil'. own namral Hfue; un': 
lefs the thing would; chance'to '{prinR up as quick' a~ 
Jonas's goard, and hang as fullaf pear~s anddiamoI)ds; 
as the feas, and rocks'of India,and they themfelv.e~ fuaU' 
~ave Ihe firft 1hake, aocl"fi11 'all thdr coffers~ withthis 
harveft, at, at leaft., ,t!lat they ~~re affured that they can 
arid 11'all entail their o'$ces j{s fecul'e!y: as theh' -lanas, 
upon thdr owrt children,; aswas the order ofpril!ft­
hODd, and the fafuionof the houfe of'Levi.' 'But,alas!. 
Th~fe "modesare all w9rn out, aild, 111ådenuIl; ';mø futh 
mens fons, ~s we are'now treating of; fall in witl1 the' 
multimde, and muft carry their equaHhåre of t!}.e 'com'­
mon load';,that ihouldthe projeCl: prevaiJ., ·~ndir 
theh- management., " {mi'ght 'tliey :but look.up outi'of 
their graves inab'out half an,age} they may' Gomplain 
inefegy/aftenhe man~er of Vi1iil~withhjs; Sic vor hort 
vobis"hos ego veiJiculasfeci, 7'ubit' alter Honorem. ,Thefe 
verfes I made, but anotherman ca~fies a\vaJ the 'hon01< 
So lhefe .gent'Iemen ,mighte'en 'faYi:we . 'have contri~~ 
tO greaten the clergy, and wiihbeesha ve filled ,a,l'ich 
hive; and built a' fair neftwell feaihered, but our po{­
terity we [ee, is never the wa.rmer;·' nor will ihey liek 
their :fingers 6f:it,; 'and not oniy : f()~,butare the' ;men 
that inuft make \lP' ihe ,;tenthfhe'af; and "Ideliver" the' 
tenth cock, calf and'lamb unto: others out! Qf' poor 
demefnes. And alfo it may ju/H)t beget a mournful 
rememberance 'in pofterity of their par~nts.,· and make 
them, of ten 10ok' i, with' ,n fud ':'COUl1ten~noe _upon 
theidathers' graves-,not :becåtifc' .tlrey!are' dea~fiJju~ b~; 
caufe thev >bad' hot endetHheir' days fooner,~ r,-9-i:?;:· Be-; 
fore 'tMs ftheme({o, oppreffive l}hd'cruel:tortbeirJrriall 
f\'~ehold~)had tal,cn dreCl: under thei;; mana&ement. 

" . 
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, ,~, We C9ql~ now a~co,rdipg toengagetnent, ~o take 
aTurv~y of the: 'propofaJs in their diftinCt feCtions. ,.' .' 

:1 : J '1 ..; '. SEC T. I ... "; ,:: , 
HA T the minifters of the ,.cOuntry .fOl~i)1them-· 

. fel~l;si~to affQ~iilt~~ms, thllE ma)': nte.et ~t .propl::r: 
tunes .to confider fuch thmgs as ma)' properly he befor~' . , , . 
them., . . .. ; " . . , 

An/lUer: There. is no, qoubt or queiHon to ~e made, 
but that the IIliniiJ:ers. and paftors of ChrHt's ~hllr,!:he!;.' 
may. meet, in gre at et: or lefl'er n).lmb~t:s ; foi th~y. a.r\::. 
mafl:ers of ~hernfelves, and no more ac.cou.Dta1:le how 
they. fpend iheir time,than oiber men are; but 'to 
meet at certain times and places, as 'political incorpo­
rate bodies, or in the form of daffes, for the exercife, 
and management ofgovernrn,eht, this Ililuft. be .de­
termined by fome' precept iffued from a legifiative 
power;, and without this,' fuch .whogive· theadvic.e; 
and exhibit the call. are very difpotick and arbitrary ; 
and thofe who attend it, are fel'vile in theil' fubmiffion; 
for that there is no man in his right wits will take this 
honor unto himfe!f, (, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron, Hev. 5. 4." The offer or invitatiOli, bids 
defiance to aur confl:itutiQn:; for Qur platform denies 
the clailicalftate of ttIe church under Chrit1:, Chap; 
2~ Sea. 5. Therefore thisis a dal'ing artide, in the. 
criminals cafe; and a's it ftdkes at the vitals ofoul' 
government, it muft in the TRIAL. bear weight ac'" 
cordingly. .' .. -

Sea. And that each of thefe afi'ociadons have a 
moderator for a certain time, who ihal~ continue dll , 
another be chofen, who mar tall them together upcm 

" . emergencles.., . . ! 

. . .AnJwer.; . 
1ft. What limits fllaU be affigned for the pl'ednCls, 

of every diftinCl: aifociation? Ol" may w~ conclude 
the beil: made! is to follow the civil diftinctions made 

. by the counties ? And if [0, then the paftors of each 
daffes are fcattered. through!a territbry of t'iventy or· 
thirty miles fquare, more or lels, and .then it muH: 
needs follow,·that the,model'ator,. tb difcha~ge lik.du­
ty, provitle meffengers tO.cite all thefe diftinCl gen~!e­
lpen upon,any emergency; but thegreat'difficulty is, 

, -
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~r;at kind' of.m:eiferiger it' mu,il: pe, ""het her ' kih~ 
S:?kmoj~'S'tell.tale bird ' ~ay' Qe uufted with' matters ' of 
fu~h imp0l'tance~, or,. .\vhether ': the moderator muft, 
re-iniburfe him: ? Ol";mufr he go on his own toll:~ 
cOntral" to equity in that law ?.J.Cor. 9. 7. "Who goeth 
to war are ,on )lis: Qwn charge ?" It, is apparently all, 
'elTor, that c'are hath not been taken to flnd horfe and, 
man, and baiting-places for both.on this'journey, othe'r­
wife for a legiflative power to prefcribechargeabJ( 
office~" and le~ye theru d'eftitute of a temporal fuppol't" 
,they muft; of necefficy: die to fave charges,or' turn 

, mendicants1~' or hope' in· the il' travel to meet ""ith, 
the ,prophets junipel'-tree; all whkh are as djfagreeing: 
with good l'CafOll as the pl'Opofalir felf. ' ' 
, 2. The moderåtor h~~' an unlimited power during 

the prorogation of the alfembly, (I ,)He 111l1fl: ju dge 
,vf.emergencies; chat' hemay fummon th'e members ; 
ånd being !tft vefied with jtlch a prerogative, if after. 
he has madl.'! his citation, he recants, he call ·th~n. 
cOuntcl'mand l.is own order, thougli the gentlemen 
inould be all.mounted, mid re,ldv ,o move .. (2.) lf 
there chane:: to be an emcrgency (:f cOffiinorl r;,lr;cel'n-' 
ment, if he iind~ his own favorites jnv'ol', ~.~ij) the 
guilt anJ danp.:er; he thell pi.es llo'notiCe" bm {liRes 
.ibe bulinefs, ~nd Jo cheats u the compa'ny. (}) And 
upon any dilgul1:, it is now ai: his me\;cy to null the, 
whole fr ame ; for he mull be in place till· unother be~ 
.chofen ; anJ how will theyget tegether, i: he will 
liot give thc\vord? Unlels they are crelto\'s ofthem .. 
1:;lvts the fecon(hime t as ,they:were thefirfl:. That 

. to ~nftitute (ucheharitable dcfigns ,withour. il tu'nd, Jnd,: 
tie fuch truil: and dominion on the ihoulders of mc1\.' 

. after fuch a la:.: and carelefs 'manner, and lc:.:ve then'i 
at fuch loofe ends,' as eafily to make fools of men; 
for my own part, l llight fuch methods in gOVCl'll-> 

ment. 
. SEC T. Il. 

, 

HAT queftions andcafes of importanee , eith'ef 
provided by themfeIves, or by othersprefcnted: 

tlilto them) ,fhotildbe upon due delibetation anfwered. 
, 1 ' A!Jfwer. • . " 

! fuppofe thel:e is' ~ajntcnt to crea a 'young' .OF 

, 
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lUock.roy.al fociety~ or,thac aUquefi:ions.~hd ca(l-os oE: 
experimental philofophrbe admitted:;. if it, Ihould' be 
fo, I think this fome~what ,touches upon the pi'eroga... 
tive of the crown, and maybe eallea' in queftion"un­
~"r the' head of high '. mifd..:ineanors, if not P rI) CrimilZi 
/r/tt il1ajd/atis; but howfocver, tho' there be no dif-:­
tin:noll made,. yet we wilJ take it iD a ,more chadtable 
fenfe, and that .the propof.11 (in intent).is whoJly conu... _ 
ned to church matters ; andif fo, we mufi: then enquil'e, . 
ho,v many deepqueftions can be found in OUr coun­
u'y, grown mouldy with the Giheonites bread, for want 
of wile handling.? . Or qn we fint! any fuch heaps of 
gordian knois, as Opprobria 'l'heologOl"ll11l? ':Che rcpl'oach 
of divines la id upagainil this confiftory me~t)to untic 
[hem, that we mufr needs molell: our old fettl9lnems {Ol" 

their folutiOll ? For·my own part, I cannot . .,:øn1prehellJ. 
the propofal, unlefs it be a plot to intl'oduce the ent~y, 
that is in the reer, that is, by m.akingJht:w of gre at i;­
lUIl1!nations, we may be dazeled withtheir luLhe, and 
thereby the more eafily taken in the fnare here laid._ 
Dut however, :to conclude, as the wife faysQf thil1gs 
more phyfical or arcificial, Ecdc; l.- So I may f:lY of 
quellions anc} caft~, there are none new under the tim •. 
They have beell all well fpoken to; every learned cafuift, 
is full of them, &c. And, Alnes aud T'urfcttillllS. &;c. 
For a few !hilliogs will do no ulorcin a month, for an 
inquifitive mind,than.this/ propofal. can do. in th~ tt;di­
aus apprenticdhip of mauy years, then certainly, com·, 
}mting by rules of propol'tion, ,ve can no ways exptCl: 
-t.h.tt the dear. gains Ihould countervail.the gl'f!ur4amage. 
wc ihall fufh-in by f\vapping'go\1ernments upon th&, 
terms. ..' .' . '. 

> , SEC T. Ill. . 
HAT -ad vice be t~keri by the åifociatcd' paftors, 
from time to time, ere they proceed to aoy aCli.· 

on theil' particlilar churches, whi~h nlay be likely t.o: 
prod::lce any inibl'Oihnents.. '.. . . '. . 
. . ". ,Allfwcr. '" 
. This is very. dHhonourable, and alfo'u very unrcafon­

;lbIe incroachmentupon theofficers and governpent of 
the churches. -

J.t divcfts rhe officers of the fl'ee exercife of that qf~, . . ~ ",.,. . - , . . 
• 
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nce-authority, whichGoQS word and aur platformph. 
ces in them ; read' Platf. Chap. 1"b. Sea. 8; 9. 'fhefe 
a}.'e to feeel anel rule the churehes, they are to 'ied:ive 
the ,accufations; anel prepare 'them for the churches 
liearing. This feetion of the platform fixes bath, pro .. 
cefs and judic.amre in particular pafrors ' and churches, 
without any limhadon?' But the propofal aUowS' no 
proeefs to be apened. tillietter!f of licence be obtained, 
from. the .cIafih. But why may not aU other perfons 
in office be thus, fettered, as 'vell as the pafrors 
of churches ? - Are thefe the only Hudents of wil<lom 
and righteotifnefs, that are {hangers to the nature of 
aCl:ions, to the rule, and the appl:eation 9f it? All o. 
ther oflieers, in truft and commiffion, who are wife and 
loyal, exeeute the hardcfi artides in their employ ; aud' 

, ,vha may fay to them, why,do you fo ? Our judges ne~ 
\'er ftiek to hang. a man,_ fo long as their cjlinmifliops 
and tlae law will be ar thein out, and they them(elves are 
left, to be interpreters of bath. And that this prorofal 
is a L'lnetual'Y for offieers againft a 1torm; alas! the 
~ofr. that ,ve can 'make of it, is a eoveling of flg~leave~, 
and may fervc for ahal'bour to cowar~s and fObls,but 
not for men of fpirit ,and conduet. The:dream of an 
cmbroilment, can nevercounter-poize duty; if roen 
aretrufted withdut'y, they muft confult that, amI ,not 
events. lf lUcn are plaeed at heIm, to fieer in all wea-' 
ther that bIo\Vs, they muft not be afl'aid of the waves, or ' 

, -a \Vet coat. . 
It is certain,it was no dimunition for. rimothy to ear-

1'1 St. Pa,lI!'s dank and parehments from Troas, 2 rim. 
4. 13· Yet for partieulal' pqftors il) the management 
of church-government to do liule more than tocarl'Y 
the copie~ and parehluenis of aff<:ii:iations about the 
country, anel hang up thekdecrees on'the pmal;s of 
churehes, aeeOl'ding to the order of the propofal can 
never entitlc them to fuch a tribute of love andhonor 

, " 

as the fcriptUl'c do es affign them, as tbe pllfchafe of· 
their great mel'its, l Tim. 3.5. l Thef 5. 12, 13. 'Such 
bequefhnents, 'asthere from the fountain ofhonol', 
muft ugnifie more than fome fuehpool' Iow fervile bu­
finel;; (no ways too high for Jerehoam's prieft to exc­
c~te) as isJ.'\id om in the pl'Opcifal, bm efpccially if the}" 

, 
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have but tame eine head man to conduct and draw up 
the concli.1fion.' :' , . , ' 

SeB: •. That the a~ociated paft~rs do carefuliy an4 
~nd lovingly tt'eat eachothel' w~h that watchftilnc(s 
w:lich may be of univerfal advantage. '. ,'. 
'. Anfwer 1ft. Whether watchfulnefs is proper, or a 
terin applicable to perfons fo qualified, fo facred,an\l 
in fo ~igh a funCl:ion as thofe who are ~lere inten4ed ( 

2dly. Whether to infritute w~tchmeu over watch. 
men,be not the way' to. diftribl1te ,theclergy into iofe­
rior and fuperior' degre~s, . an4 fo ad infinitum,&c. 9,1" 

at leaft till the churches of this qlUntry (for 1()u muiF 
know.' this isone. proporal made for their fuppon) be 
fuppor.ted and weJlordered by fuifl'agons, metropoli~ 
tans, and other great pillars of thoft! chl,l1"ches, whel~ 
dergy~men . in higher .. or.l~~~, infpeB: thofe in the fame 
order, who fire. heneaththem ilJ,,~t!lll: a!1d dignity.? . 
, 3dly;' :But if youintend honeIHy, on ly the. watch: of 
()nebrother overan.other, as is tlie duty 'of all ~hrif;" 
ttan people~ one towards another, th~n J cann9t ~n~~r~ 
{!:and the fenfe of the word, as applicable hcr;e, witil: 
the leaft,good meaning or fyntax hnaginable ..•.. 

1ft. For,'tho' there is a defign of ne~1 l11odelling,of 
men, and bringiogclergy-men in~.9 appt\ler form o,f 
fodety.;yet there is 00. inten~ 'di~uJge9,tp-~t th~y:.1J,laU 
co-h~hit,bed andboard togeth,er UPQ,u .certain ch~,. 
ters, . as the fryars or ,benediB:ines,in. th.eir. roy~~ 
monaftries. Indeed, the feB:jon might .h;lVe beep: in ... 
groft wi~h the firft canons of ~hc DominicaIls, or St­
BCllm:ts. laws,when firft entring upon their monaftick: . 
life ;but,it no ways agl'ees ,.,tidl thisconftitution. 

2dly: For, as for the Qccanonal meeting of men, 
eminently (aber and virtuou~, what bufinefs can be fup, 
pofed for a watch, for about the fpace 9f t~v~pty four~ 
or'forty,eight hours in'fuchexamp1es,? Very bad [ilen 
willhold outlollger. than fo,in a good behavior, uI.!der 
the awe of-but fome' o'nevenerabk perfon, or agt'ave 
Cato.· " . . .' , . , . , 

. 3d1y,.And .when thefe eminelJ.tp~rfo.ns" ll1embers 
of the "aiTociation, are: cli.fJ>crfed ;to. thc,ir own prope1", 
preciila,' thelpr.opof;ll:fU1:eLy. d~s,:nQt hH~nd ,they {h~,l~ 

. f4110w Iilie 'CllargeaWe ~xamjile.q( prip'€;cs) ,,:110: uf",~Hy, 
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keep fplcs ~n cach others courts, to iilfotm thtmft.h;es; 
how things al'C, ml!.n.age~ th~re; for its p1ain, the. 
cha~7e and 'cxpence in, managtng fuch awatch as rhis, 
\Vill reduce all·cIel'gy·men to this dilemma,-Thatthey 
mllil eithcr vote up the falary, or vote down the 
method. nut then tI~e thing it felf is 'not fair; . for it 
would feem as tho' thcywatehed l~re for the hlliting 
than the help of eaeb other. Buns for the pl'opofal~ 
a 'iiddle I found it. and ariddle J leave'it. . .' , 
. Se~~ And, that if any' mlnifier be accufedto the 
'affocilltion whel'e he belongs, ,of {eandal or berefy; 
tbe matter :!haU be there examined, and if the affociated. 
Dlinifters find jufr occauon for .it, they funll direCl: å. 
calling of tIt.! cpuncil, by which fuch ali oft'ender is to 
be procceded agairifr. ," 
, Anfwer. I mu!1: bold ly and freely enquire, wh~ther, 

this is .an hone!1:arifwer to theque!1:ion propounded. 
in .hdH:ad'ot the propof.11s ? 01',:w~ethell in~reality 
this is the {ilpporting~ prefel'ving. and well ordering 
fhe interefl: of t11:e churches thete meant? Jf you,m~an 
as yein fp'eak, l' am fure thel'e is, either fomediilionefty 
VI' {(>me. mifllnder!1:ar:ding between the quefl:ion and; 
,the- anfwer; for it ean't poffibly be othei'\vife, unlefs 
the .. pal't,s of fpeec~ are ]at~ly become a cl~aos" and aU 
word. ilre not only' of the doubtful gender, but fuch. 
unreafonnble epieeens, that not .onlr both kinds, ;bul) 
both conttaries are fignified in them; or thus; that't(); 
bui1d; plailt, repair, pluck up, pull down and demolifh;: 
ar~ aH now' become .convertible 'terms; for take, 
away thefe high prerogatives from the churches, and 
YOU take nwa'y theil' being.· Thefe and fnch like, . - , 
Toyahj~s, nre their Formalis ratio, or the fOl~mal.cauf~ 
(pir ~Il!m Res tjfid quod ejl) hy whkh they are; ,what 

. fhey lu:e ; aild lhis will he vel'Y evident! if we 00 but 
read a thort le'clure on the churchcs' drente j.1.natoiniz'd,., 
or !:t lheir effential and confl:ituent parts and pO\vfnr 
be viewed in the~hiftory, and phylofophy oftheir own' 
hi'1g" and w~ fhall quickly' Jjfcern your mi!1:ake ;, 
fOT th?tend l'eadplatforin,:chap'.' 5.:feCt. ;'2~Or.d.in~,ry 
~'huJ'cb power, viz. of prlvilege belongsio.ihe·brorher .... 
M6'~" and' tnay b~ aaed or exercHeq ,ilI}mediatelr'by: 
tljbmfelyts; All.d Inorc dir.:Ct1y to: ~~iC;ife it: h~ 

-
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look into chap: ,10, 'fea:. 6. Where thGl'e we-;rcad, Jf 
an 'e!dei'oifend' iricorrigibly, the ,matter fo requiring;, 
anhe church l1ad power to call him to office, fo they 
have powel'raccordingto order (the, council of other 

, 

churches, where it may be ,had, direC\:ing th:erl!to)to . ' 
r'emove 'him from his ,office; andbeing now but a -' 
meinber) in ~afe. he : a~d contumacy, to his fin, the 
(hufch, that had power to receive him in to, theil' fellow: 
{hil); h'ath alfo the f:'1mepO\vel' to eaft him out, that 
tMy have concel'nin ,any other 1l1embers., , 
. No\vIierein 'we nd an effential artide in tJle go~ 
vernment and-being 'of thefe chUl'ches, that they have 
and' hold rueh jurifdictionover theil': own,memb...ers; 
that the higheIl: tribunal eecldiafl:ical on earth, is ther<: 11 

and that. their 'own delinqu'eo't Pi"iv4te mel1~hel:s,anct 
ptibliek offieersare tryable on1y}liete, and t)le~e they 
miift ,receive, the,' definitive fenterice, and abide the 
execlltionof it, - -' , .' '... 

And ~f fo, 'then I fhall make bold to i'evive 'my query 
again, viz. Whether the propofal is either honorable, 
chril Ol" honeft,thus to tumbJe down it one blow, this 
lligh fe'at of authodty ? and to, bi'eak open our prifoil 
Joors;, and loofe the fette'rs ofbilr great oJfenders ? and 
at the beft, to take tllem oU,t ,of our hands, and make 
their mitti mus ' to foreign paftors tO do juftice upon 
them~ and yet in the- mean time, to profefs, they are 
doing us no other injuries but only re~airing and mend,­
iagour churehes? 4gain, whether this is fair, and 
work-~an~like amongft hondt men? '. , 

But to make a ftop :here, I muft remind yo~,Jhat thi> 
hea1 is, not to be paffed over 1lightly; for this is theone 
thing in the dfc:nee'of.oui: chui'ehes; it is their pn:111ial' 
infl'anthizement and birth-right,and we mllY not fdl ft 
with 'Efau, at a cheap market; jf we do; we undo OUl'­

fdves ; for indeed you muft know, here lies the marring­
Ol' making oCourchl~rehcs ; here is laid uP' theil' 
urcngth; and here hangs th~ pick-Iock of theil' tl'Cafllre ; 
for 'by, this key fiolen; Ol' wrincq~d Ol!t of theil' '. hands, 
the churehes of Chrifi in the wodd,havebeen. expbjt~'d 
"hd plundered, fOl" 1110i'e tKan '~' thouf:l!iJ yem, ar. a 
.. G' '. r .' 

, . 
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~anY'o; them have nothing at this day left them, corn'':: 
paratively, but a poor, ftarved, ihabbid implicit faith" 
and a dull, f.'lturnal blunt and blind obedience, that a 
'man would fcarcely give a groat for both of them. In, 
;l word, the ufurpations of the paftors, finee the great 
revolt, having unihackled oneanother, and broke -
loofe from the reftriCl:ions they are juftly fubjcaed' to, 
under the churches power of privileg~ 'has uttel'ly 
undone the chriftian world, from this root of bitternefs 
and pride, from this feed fprung up, the man of fi~ 
as we have it-in an anomulous author, viz. the Elethe­
rimis , page 4. In words to this purpofe, "Then a; 
little prieft had an opportunity to . eftabliih himfelf, 
then rhere appeared in the tcmple of God that anti· 
chrill:, who calls himfelf the vical' of ChriftY And 
then the fame author going on to dif cover the original 
ofthismonll:rous birth; he fays .lhus, "Anti-chrift was 
conceived in, by, and from eel'tain affeCl:ations of cc.· 
clefiall:ieal preheminendes." As tho' he ihould fa-y, the 
firll: fpawn or embryo of that. in[oleut HcE/or, or af.. 
piring Nimrod, (who firft robbed the bit y of thei!' 
chriftian Jiberties, and-then hunted down the potentates 
of the world, and bvought them as a deh fpoil, iuto 
Jlis habitation of violeBce) toak its commeneement 
from this principle, viz. from the clergies afiuming to 
them{e!ves this ccclefiaftical pl'eheminenee, viz. :tirR: 
their obtaining an eXfmption from the eognizauee of 

, ihe churches, for the erimes, and then in polfeiling 
t1le.mfe!ves of the fole and abfolute jurifdiCl:ion (by a 
difpotii:k govenment) over the ehurches themfelves. 

But however things have been hitherto, I fuall n@ 
. longer uphold the debate, by revifing the abufes ihat 
~ave been done to the chriftian ehurches by an am· 
.~itious clergy,. in the ages paft, which might more 
amply be difeovered, by tracing the foot-fiep$ of the 
gre at apofi:acy : But I fhall end the whole difpute on 
this head, by dl'awing up a proteft, and denying the 
jUl'ifdiCl:ion of the court, ereCl:ed and opened by th~ 
propofals1 as being perfeCl:ly difagreeing and repl.1gnan.t 
te? O~l' former fettlements, and prefent conftitmiolU 

\ 
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HAT the tandidates of the minH1:ry undel'go a. 
due tdal by fOlne or other' of the afI'ociation, 

concerning ttheir qualification for the evangelical mi· 
riW:ry ; and that no particular paftor or congregation, 
imploy any one in occafional Rreaching, who has not 
been recommended by a teftimoni1l, under the hands 
of fome afl'ociation. . , 

AnJw. To monopolize (in the great al'ticles of trade) 
fome very rich fpecies, and of fuch ufe for the good 
of kingdoms, that they muft needs perilh without it, 
or be gl'eatly injured by exceffive fales, is accounted, 
by good common-wealths-men intolei:able; for ruch 
men or companies, fo invefted, can, with Jofeph 'ill , 
Pharoah's court, buy and fell a country at their own 
prizes ; even fo, when thefe churches have deilvel'ed 
up the right in theil'. candidates to the c1alfes, they 
may then gc a begging to theit' doors for their mini­
fte1's, and be contented to take what they are pleafed 
to put off, and at theil' own lay. 

Obj. Hutrou may objcct, ExonmiLigllo, llonfit Mer­
cl/ril/s. Therefore the juc!icious mut1: determine lind 
fet their mark upon \Vhat is merchantable, and throw 
by what is refufe ware, or elfe there may te great 
dam age done for want of caurion. And tIms we 
come to the plain 'point in hand, whiCh is to be de­
bated by difputing this quefiion, viz. 
~{efl. Whethel' a trial by afiociation is preferrable to 

the old cufiom of the churches, in promoting their 
candid~tcs for the miniftry to public trufi ? 

Allfw. In the reply, Uhall, iirH', confider pur can­
didates under trhl; as lO their qualification; anti 
(fecondly) implead the propof,-d on a juD: prejudice 
.from the corruption of the clergy. . 

1ft. We lTlay counder our candidates under trial, as 
to their qualifications, ({,) As to theh' human Jearn­
ing; and here we abfolutely ObjClCJ: again/1:' the trhll of 
aJfociations, as bootIcfs, ufclels and perilous, both lO 
them "and to us. . . . ' 

r. ks to the ailtlciation, it is no diminution. or 
trefpefs upan the laws of honoi' or truth tO afnrm, 
" That the fcgled miniftry in general (with fome rea. 

, 
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fonabIe exccption}is Iefs expert in g.l'ammar and points 
of philåfophy; then our learned. chiIdrell. area,t the 
degree of juuior'batchelIors," ,and that fro~ dif-ufe, 
pioved from all eX'perience, Na712 ulus Prpmot.os Jaii!; 
2,nd alfo for the [ake of more divine fiudics, ,vhi,ch 
croud out thofe fidl: ideas a great pae,e, aceor4ing 
to that obfer'vatlon,' on 'a learned. menilory, In!ågIJ: 
Jmagincm E>.."}ellit, .!1liiJQj Aliæ Succedzmt, f(Jr as one. 
wave thrufis out anothcr,fo eine idea another. There­
{Clrc it is piry to eXPOle fuch venerable perfans to the 
hazard iilthis fervice, leaft when they become pofers 
of Others, ther ihould be pofed themfelves. I do re­
member an (Jdd.ftory , ... hen l w'as at college; it was re· 
tained as a reproach (Jn a very divine & worthy perfon ; 
t11o' he was bred in England a good fchollar, and alfo 
had been'a fchool-mafier, and had taught the grammar 
ill his young times, bm yet hav ing hi9 by in a great 
meafure, the ule of fuell things, for the: [;~ke of more 
valuabIe and heaveoJy fpeculatioDs, being ~,t the folHice, 
,IDd one of the cOJ'pora~ion) vClltllrcd in the hdl, to 
}?l'opofe this quefiion, tv "ne of ihe commenc.e:rs. 

, ~lot fl./ ilt Cd" ! 
To which the lad \Vith J;mfinds cnough, yet wirh a 

gl'amm<:tical niccnds"oliiy :1rJ\\'; red) 
'! ' ,. i::JCl ./~' unt 

11/aJc1l1a Dl!.'ztaxilt C:, /GS c'Jciiaois et Aryos : 
'fl . il ' cl .,.. ... \'1 ,l l ' b' d' wtpl"l nnsnea \IE:'O ':~'.'" UOOu De KCpt 'lec mg 

from one genf:l'atiun (:J :t'ln .. :].:) by ''-'<tfon of {(lme un­
lucky Hrokes, if this fonc, C,," _il'; L;: {hed, al1d ,bitt to the 
great detriment of tho'c W["J ;L1:e the blo\\'s. 

2dly. To US. AccadelJlic:u:(':· ... 'in~~wc profds to be' 
fr. • l . fl ., rl"'l :t "cry Ch,;ntJa accomp:l IUllent Ir, ti .. :; gOl~Y: mm!! I'y; 

It is intl'Oducetl by the ordim.l'Y;· ::.I;il~~ :;f God upon 
human en(le:1vours, to ii.1PPly the ~llce of the e10ven 
tongucs, and thofe other m:l'aLulcus n,:its and judow-

- luents of mind, imprdl: upon Ch,';:,s ambaffildol's, 
whel'cby fifhel'-men commenee (per S,olium) doClol'sof 
(livinity ; and in ao infiant wer\!: {]-ock'tl with fueh pl'in- ~ 
c:p!es of rel:gion, reafon, aild philoj(;phy, that they 
were capabk to difpute with Athens ir fcJf, aud bafIle 
the grcatcft wits ihe could produ~e, in ckfenee, and for 
:hc adV~!llCelllent of ChdWs kingdom) "ms 17. 18. . 
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'l;'hu~ it is:very l'eafonable tha.t thechuJ,'chedlJ,Øuld.be 
weU,aifu,red. ~f t~e f~ffidel,l,cy, 'of~he. lea~:ning,'o(~llpl~ 
perrons, e;'I;e they pr,efUlpt: on the mlQiltry ;' tet there 
i? a fairer, ~ay' il:)., vJ~~v l, f1l1,~el: ,of llonor: 'and. ,1~fety, t{ran. 
\V hat the prppofiL dir~cts ~o,.', ""', ' 
, Our, accadeD?Y is' the fto.re-ho\1fe of Iearning, and 
~lis, all mankin4',,:,ill aifqnt tI? 'Yhen Y9:U have lo~ tl~e 
company of the mufes, ther~ th,ey are foundin theh: ' 
frceholds, where they hold the bal\an~e ofh9nor an1ongfl:. 
the leanled. This is tlie ptac~, if no~.of the goddt(s 
Minerva or Apollo, yet the Beth.cl or tempIe of God him­
felf; the God of wifdqm, where 'he, as chid architeCl:, 
with hiS undel" workm~ri;' form \Vif;: end lcal'ned' men, . . ~' . . 
S'f where you may have tlie)n Wl'O).lg!~t oll at ilrft-h,U1(~ : 
'fhen cel'tainly hel'e ,ve are to fecurc our' eredulity ad 
coniidence in this afl:åir ;here we ,are to know whtthel" 

• •• • •• ' • j 

they be of the'rIght fl:amp, yea or no~ , 
, That of all men lh:ing, the be{\: and moi!' infallible 

ftulluard for the, philofophical accompliflllnwts of 0\l~ 
candidates, is the judgroent of the honorable prefident" 
and noble fello\vs of our fam.ous college; for this I am 
fure muft n~eds ftand for a vel'ity, that the judg­
lnent of,u real honell utid skilful arti~cer '(keeping dole 
to his Ihop), concerning the nattlre and qualities~ of an 
edge-tooI which he hath wrought, and hammered 011 

his own anvil, out of itsfir{\: nide matter, IDull certain­
ly excelhim that hath oeen lo~g ffOm th,e trade, th:lt 
only takes it, t,nros and trics theedge ft;ghtly, or has bt:t 
.l tranfient view.of it : fo that henee we mai fairly in­
fer, that (as to human karning) Harvards Commmda­
mus j's nlo{\: valuable and fuflicient) am! juilly fu pplanls 
thefe teftimonials. 

_ 2. With refpecl tQ the more evangelieat' 'qualificati­
ons of the gofpel mini{\:ry, we fllaU be ready JO, honOt' 
the fufficiency of the afiociates;' ytt muft take liberty t,G 

ol~eCl: a few things. ' , 
I. Suppofe we, that the triat is made pcr COlltiol:cm 

rod C{~"'lIi1l: by preacbing a fennon, in audienee of the 
a(fociation, and I think tbis is the w ... y p!:opoft(1 ~nJ 
gcnerally agrecd upon, as the fquare Ol" rulC l1)oft agl e­
able \Vitil gnnter, to take the tlimcnficm, 1ensth i'nd 
brcadth of our c;mdidatcs by: ' 

• 
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. Iteply l. What ~an a fermon do at decidi~g . ihis 
Clfueftion! for that the'moft fenfible and valuable, who 
al'e ufually moft humble and tender, are Iiable by this. 
ftupendious examination, to be baffied by their own 
timerity, and quite dalh'd out of countenance by their 
own fear. Alas! upon their nrft entrance UP0I) t~e 
1bge, to appearin fo auguft and awful a prefence, this 
muft needs dif-animate and put their thoughts into a 
l'uffie, as baving in their a"ffrighteu minds the ref em­
blance of theil' going in to the. Spanifh inquifition, 
l'athcr than d~velling amongft the fofter meafures of 
the gofpel ? Luther himfelf, (that unpal'allell'd inftance 
of fph'it and magnanimity, as I remember of his life) 
hardly ever got over fomething of a panick fear attend­
ing him, tl1fough the courfe of his miniftry ; and in­
deed men of the quickeft .fenfes are moft liable to thefe 
paroxifms. Then furely to put our tyrds to this teft, 
which may daunt and difpirit the greatefr hero, is no 
ways pl'oportionable, efpecially'feeing they may.under 
the infpeCl:ion of learned, honeft and judicious men, 
both pafrors and chul'ches, and thereby under covert 
of more private invitation~ (with all their natural fear) 
cieep into this noble work, and keeping on, as their 
courage and frrength will bear the journey, may, gra­
datim attain a jufr and fufficient probation, as our 
learned youth have hitherto done. , 

Indeed, the bold and brazen, who ,can make a great­
Cl' figure with half the fiock, by many{hirking tricks, 
and difl'embling al'tinces, defended and fupported with 
c:onfidence and delivery, may obtain the Euge Juvenis, 

, that they'no ways deferve, as will be fourid, when the}' 
come to be detected by a more dilatol'Y fearch, or a. 
more tedious Analyjis made of them. That, to con­
clude, as the proverb is, Una Hirundo 120nfacit ver ; 
one fwallow makes not the fpring ; fo in this tryal, one 
good or mean fcrmoncannot determine the' man, or 

. umphire his cafe. 
2. Suppofe the trya1 mufr be made, and the queflion 

detcrmined by a' perfon's conver[1tion. And this is 
a very great al'ticle in the flate of all ferviceable men, 
and efpecially in the minifl:ry, rTim. 4. 12. I Pet. 
S. 3· Being en[;tmplc.s to t..1w flock. Thcn cerrainJy a 
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. moreintimate converfe and fociety, is a. very invincibIe: 
pIca. By the laws and cufroms of England, the vid­
nage muft be allowed, as affording the m6f1: competent 
judges, when perfons reputation lies at frake in: criJ;ni~ 
nal ca[es, becau[e they are prefumed to know [ome­
what confiderable of per[ons and eafes of their own 
knowledge ; a'nd fo more capable of gi~ng. a juft V'er­
diet. So in the cafe, what do thore p~rfons know of 
aur learned youth, who make up the affociation? 
Our candidates appeal' on~a certain day, (as blazing 
frars tinte in an age, and are gazed on, and then they 
vanifu) Now what judgment can be made on a mans 
converfation, by fuch a tranfient view? 'llnlefs they 
muft be handJed in this confiftory, as per[ons that have 
been bound to the peace, and in open court are to be 
delivered from their recognizance hy three. our-
eryes ? . 

3. Suppofe the whole ftock of minifterial qualmea­
tions muft be enquired ioto, and judgment m'llft par, 
by the direerion of the apoftolic law, I Tim. 3. 2. 
Tit. I. 6. 9. Let them be blamelifs)Jobcr, apt to teach> 
&c. and add what more you pleafe, which the fcripture 
mentions, to :fin up the charaCl:er of an evangelical 
miniftel', to compleat him in all his gifts and graces, 
either in his beginnings, or in his riper {tate; and it is 
m()ft appa'i'ent, that'our particulal'paftol'S and churches, 
with the learning, experience, grace, w~fdf'm and dif­
cretion they are owners of, can make a more upright, 
judicious and foUd tryal; and give a better account 
of our candidates from their frequent convel'fe with... 
them, and their occafional and repeated preaching 
amongft them, than the wifeft affociatiQu in the world 
can do ; and it is eafier diifembling with the latter, 
than the former, ·unlefs the affQ$;iation will take the~ 
home, and both winter and fummer them. . 
Now then, confidering that theil' degrees with the ex~ 

prefs tefiimony of the college (when particularly deo: 
ured) are fufficient tefth:nonials oftheir Iearning; and 
the experience of their other good gifts and minifte •. 
rial quaIincations. obtained by converfe, and their 
occafional preaching, has been the chief teft and tryal 
for aur, candidates; and by there methods ther h)U'e 

-
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bem ,approbated j~ o·raei." t'o fettlement in. offi~e-'trurt ;" 
and this has bt;~I1_ th'ceuH:cirnof the country' and 
churches for ne,ll' foul"' feore years. Wlicrefore 'to 
eoncludc this argument,' I. make this proclamatiob, 
Tha.t if :1.ny perfo:n or perfonsuifaffcCtcd ,,,hh ollr 
old lctt!ements, and w'ay in ehul'~ti co.nd~Ct,~il.l pro;" 
(luee ol)'c ~::;;ampJe lei! irllO ih~ p'iibliek miniffry by ihis 
rractke, w hieh .Ifas j:U~Hy '~ffeijded hiro, ~nd he' -willot 
can cvince this 'to be' the blam'eable eaufe, ire ",ill tlied 

" 'to ',: ;'J," }",,-,- • 

furt'Cndc1: the cuftom tO"your metey. :. 
2dly. I ihall nowi~plead th~proporal'()n ajufrpre.;ui. 

dice,or. prefu!?pti<?l\'~~ c~kru.ption ~n, t~~d~rgy, t?O' 
wc a)"'e m. chanty for the prcfe.tJt, yet l? thlS way pr'opof­
ed, wc have, no aifur;anee for the fu'ture;åMinftthe eoi-:' 
l'uptnefs of/neh totieties ;ana l~t aby rob~r .man i?b';' . 
ferve, and he will find abundanceofpoor tools un'det· 
tI,e )ilark of the office, where thefe meaiures, and ruch 
like, are in force .and fOi'in. Hd'" oft 'iS 'il: rep~aiecj, 
t:hat pOOl' fOl:did, debimcht wtetches are pUt ibto Holy 
Ordes,when asthey were fitt.er tri. be. put intotlfe fto'cks~ 
or fent to bridewell for mad-men, than to 'be fent with -
their tefiimonials, to ,,,ork in Cl11'ifi's vihtyard? Ho~ 
long have the Jndics, the feas, th~ lkovince'~; and ålany 
other ,parts of the empii'e.groari~d under tHis ditmnabk 
way of cheating God of hIs glol'Y, and the wO'dd eif fal!. 
v'ation ? . . . _ l 

• 

Simony we know began illm6fi:·as earlyas the chrir. 
tian churc.h, and has prevailed amongft c1ergy-men to :l. 
prodigy. Thefa~red things of God's houfe have oeerdi. 
trade and merchandize, \vliicl1 luis beggu~"ed't:hurehes~ 
artd·filled the c1ergy in fo~ kinM0l11s \Vith a faeriligi­
{lUS artd exhorbitant pile,.of ,vealth, and the world witli 
a Hood of debauchees; arid thispt"opolal pnis liS int6 
the way to ()pen the fliop~winaows again, and expofe 
the [;llne wares to f"le upon a little iriduIgence in our 
country; for who can rerider al'eafOh that the f.1me . 

, opportunities, t~e f..'line te~ptaticiris; tlie farne corruptl: 
ons, the. f.'tme nature, arid the fame pO\Vel', wouI<l not 
produee the f,'!me. eifetrs r . or that the fani~ ditnate! 
1eed, ground~ and manner of ctilti.lr~, fh.ou~~ nO,fyidd 
the f.1me gram at harveft ? . . ... ".,-, .. 
. And what have wc in plcdge for dur f~curity, . more-

• 
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. than t»e fallacy. and fickleI).efs of human n~tu~'e" !he;n 
the power ~deljvered' out of 6'ur h~nds F, ! 1:.:. :'!' '.' 

Obj; Yourtiay obje&; that our candidares,ithro' theu'" 
OWf\ ambition, and the indulgence of, particular par­
to~s, thurft. tllemfelv.es into t)le work-tooY~lUng, and 
this o~r way ",i!l prefCl'ib~ due boimdaries to them? . 

:Alifw. L 'In general, Pau/folves a\vOI-fecafe,than .. ' 
cah be' found; (pick whilfryouare' w,earyJol' an exam-, ' 
ph: to quaar#e \virh t}.le objeaion, and render hfor-, ' 
ciele} a!11ongffall our Iearried youth, "yho have hither­
tO,ad,ventUl:edtipon the minifrty, P hil.,!. I ~. What 
then? &c. astho' he fuould fay, " What's that to you 
fir ?" ifChrift.be preached, all is well.· And as toour ' 
cafe, we may fay, Defpife not the-day of fmalt things, 
all men J.ll!lft.have a begindiog, andevery bird which : 
is 'pretty well fl(!g'd mufr begin to fly. And o\m are 
not of the neft,wpere Ichams w:\s hatch'd, whofe fea­
thers were only glewed on_; but thefe, belong to the 
angelick hoft, -and th~ir wings· grow out from theil' 
eifence.i therefore you may allow them, with the lark, 
now and tIien to dal;t heaven ·wal'd., tho' the !hell or 
down be fcarce off from theil' heads. And fo. we con-. . 

clude witll our charitable and' divine apofile., "What ' 
tlien! if Chrift be; preached, whether in pretence, or in 
tl'uth,either· by old or by )foung, yet therdn we do re­
joice, yea, and ·will rejoiCe,·.&c." to fee our own Na­
zarites, f.o forward a~cr well~difpofed, it !hall adel. to 
otir joy, and no ways increafe' our honor,' unlefs om" 
all1bition fhould' fUl'prize us .with fear, ,tp,at fuch 
young fiars fuould out-1hine us. ,.' _ 

2. In particular; where will you fix the-~/ålZdo) and 
fetde the precife æl'a, 01' period' of time, for thdr 
beginning ? ._' . , . 

'1. There is nO coIlege.-or {huute-law yetena&ed, " 
to' decide this' queftion : Th~n' of neccffity you· m:ufl: 
do homage to: lang and.1audable cufiom, . a~ to a fupe-, 
rior authority, andhonorable rulb' ;and-where that 
fixes the ~illle, . you mufr fttblllk i' !o.r CU~bm, wht:n' . 
full of days, and, of noble exa~ples, becom~s the . 
COmmon law pf a nation; and IS as fovereign~nd 

• , 
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at realt it fheIt6rs from rebukes and calum'nv ~ Tfiå'i- . 
. • . J • 

farany"gerttlemen. to affront, talk high aJ~d fl'ow~ at 
the early zeal andbegihnings of OUl' c~didates, ~s but 
toa much in imitatlOD of the GreatMogual of l~dia,wh() 
after he hath din ed:, orde1,'s his trumpets ~o beblowa, 
to iigr;Wy to the priDl;cs of the earth, that they h~ve 
li~erty riow .to ga to dioner; and when he hath nnifil­
cd his, formalities, if they pleafe, tIley ~ay van. thdr 
royal bonnets, and dIank him for nothiI),g; Il- for 
where there is 00 ~w,thel'e is no tranfgr~lflOn." 

4. Under the goipeI, wc have no p.l·eeife time, tho' 
, thcre was under t~ law, when to begin an~ eater in~(} 

the miniftry, the gofpe! k90w~ nQ bar from time, where 
perf ans are other ways. ineetly qua,lified. Days and qua­
lincations, are di~ers~iDgs, and the latter are the. 
dfeutials, of a minifterof Chrift. It. h not; how old, 
Out bow capable a perff)u is, whi.t:h is the main point 
to be enquil'ed'aftfl' here. Therefore where (in fome , 
good mcafure) mere is an honefr life, a gradous heart, 
ap. orthodox head, and Il. learned tgngue, there is DO 

"reafon ro fend fblCh . yomIls to Jericho, \Vith Davids. , 
mdfengers, (though their beards are not yet grown} to . 
wmt up on time and nature, fer fud an accompliih- . 
xnert; fOI: certlti"nly thQfe recited are the principal in 
the argument. It is a {tory in the hiftory of PerJia,.. 
"That \vhea the Grædalls- fent fomevery young noble­
lUen upan an· embaffage to that court, the Perjian; 
rdleeled tlpOn .the;: Græ,iån republie, for [ending bear4-
tefs boys on fo grove, a~ meffåge to [o mlghty a rno­
nurch .. " Towhkh the young GræciallJ very fmartly 
anovel'ed, "That if frate· policy did ~oniift in be ar ds, 
then he-gaats woui-d do for embaffadors,as well.or bettel' 
than men,'" I muft confeis, I am fome what of their 
mina; and therefore' I think it is not, how ~ong mm . 
lflve lived,.! bm ,how wire they are gl'own: GOD hath. 

, t>rdained pril'ife OU~ of themouths of babes., J-cumiali . 
pleads., he w.~s a chil~)· bm tht cannot null ,his com­
r,iiffioIl· t9r the l1linifirYJ Jcremiah I. 6. Paul guards 

. the min'i.t.hy of young '1'imothy, by' heavens autho, . 
l'jtYl . tO defend him from ceDfur~, for audaci­
otlfriefs .. What t fOl' a child, to teach old men theil' -. • « 

.uty ! Hol~! fays Paul, I Tim.4. Il. ~(Let no m~ 

• 
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defpife tby -101,lth~" 'Yhat1haU nqt our ~ord illunrati : 
his grace and power lO' what examples he' pleafes .? 
,Has he has ~ot rormedall the ,powersof.natilre 1· and 
daes ·he not furnifhthem "ita their diftin& .vii-tues, &c. ' . 
. Objefr.' But you may fay, ·daY9~rdullofy..i1a0ll:" 

. 'and youth.Gf ignoraclce in the great-åifairs of ralvati'on.· 
A/ljw.Not always and univerfally fo ; as'in the ex­

ainples juft now recited,-and in maoy oiliia's that .roay 
be nanied,called in at the third and nxth hOlll\Mat.2$. 
Bm however, if o~r ''Candidates ,muft never begio till 
"theyare without ignorance,or not till they have gain~ 
cd all points {ad unguini) in tb,evaftftudies of diviniioo 
ty, thel1 it may be faid of all" out niihifters, as queen. 
Elizabeth was wont to ~ai of bifhops, when !he vifited 
the fchools (ftudy hard children, fhtdy hard, for)' 
biillOPS are old men •. So of Dt!cefiit}", aU o~r roinifters, 
muft be very old men. But I think: that is more agrea .. 
ble ""hh our ne'ceffity and frate, both io nature aild 
grace, whith one of the ancients was wont to fay-of 
himfelf, viz. that whilft heftudi~ to teach other men, 
he learn't hinifelf. That confideriog theology, as 
well as art, is a long ftudy, and life is very fuort, why 
may they not begin young? And alfo, confidering 
that our churches are. no ways over cluttel'cu with 
-candidates, there is no need tO ferve them as' ChrHl: 
did the money changers, who' with' a whip of fmall 
cords, he dro've ihem' out of tce temple; and cfpe. 
cially they ha\'ing hithertoacquitted themfelves in the 
main as men that need' not be afhamed, and yet never 
any ane of them, to this day, has been -repi'elcllted as 
learned or virtuous, or any wa.y fuppOlted by thefe 
te!l:imollials. . 

SEC T. V. ' 
HAT -they togither be confultedby bereaved 
'churches, to recommend to them fuch perfans 

as roay be ilt ~o be imployed amonglt them, ,for pre­
fent fupply, from'whoffi-they may in due time proceeJ 
to choo[e apaltor . 

. . Anflv. According to my apprehenuun, this'pr~ 
pofill infults very daringly over the churches in CwO 
things. , 

l. By ingroffing the right ofjnriftlit1:ioll,.llot 1) 
• • 
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',over the vifib,\e ' fl'eedolU"and liberties,' bu~ conjugat 
and feere~PQwel's,ofChrift~sivil'gin and widow churc~es. 
,That--it.feemsc tQ me, very; a4vif~abJe (if this propqfal 

"rnay"ftand}ol: a fqunp pr,e.cept) that forth.~ith;mother 
", office be ere~(:,~,an~ put iniQ. the ,hant;ls, and,tinder ,~he 

government øf afe:wnlen, exaaty fkilled inphyfiog-
llomy, and deeply 1~udiedin the fympathiesand anti· 
pathies, o.f, hU,man natur,e, ,with an abfolute fuperin. 
ten ding pow:e~ tqcqntroul flnd direCt all wooers in their 

, choiee for, the', marriage bed; :for that there is m~ny 
a fond love.I:,who,has betrayed the 'glol'Y of wedlock, 

, .by ma,king an un.w~fe and unfortunate c hpiee; and 
,:' ,why may not particular beds be over-ruled, as ,vell as 

panicular ch~rdles? both being, for the good and 
, fel;vice of mankind, and fOl' that both parties, hufuand 

, and wife, pajtor ,and: church, by our fort of govern­
ment"are bound fO,r--:term of life" or fo long as both 
"fhalllive. Indeed,w:ere our confiitution in church 

, order under, the fuperintendency of. a patron, or a 
101'4 bifhcp, who can iend (pro 'l'empore) a curate, 
&c, and then recall him, anc! place another in his ftead, 
the projeCt might be very advifeable,;. bm feeing thefe 
churchcs are fettled congregational, and by theil' prin­
ciples, the. ordination is, as jt were, the nl\ptials~ or 

'. murriage day of twa lovers, that nothing but death, 
. Ol' a bill ofdiv:orce (forbetraying the glory of the 

union) can part; it is then go()d and reafonable, tlia t 
they be left to choore as they beft. afteCt, and not 
forcib!y be tyed up to akind. of Hobfo~s choiee, one 
of thde or none. This apparently puts too hard up· 

011 the churches liberties, and overthro,~s the govern­
ment; for that aur platfol'm, in chap. 2. treating of, 
the natul'e of the churches, aiferts; ft-Cl:. ,5, That the' 
frate of the vilihle church finec the eOining of Chrifi, is 
only congregational ; ,thercfore ndther national, pro­
vincial, Ilor daffical; then what do~s this propo1al do 
1 ? . lere , . , 

, 

Alfo, our platform afl'erts the free elCCl:ing power of 
the churches, . cfiap. 5, In tIlde \l'ords, ordinary 
church p~wcr is that of privilege, futh as bdong ,tp 
the brother-llOod, whereby they ddign perfons \lDto 
cfficc. So aUa in chap. le. In the,f~ worJs, the power 
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grant'ed by Chrifr unto the. ,body of the church and 
broth.erhood is aploerogative -or privilegewhich, the 
churchdoth exercife in theadmiffion of -hel' OWIt 

membm, and in chuiing theil- ownofficel's: Now if 
Chrill has given thefe high powers and authoritie::s 'to 
his churches, he has certainly furnifued them with 
!kill and wifdom to man age tbem_ . ' 

80 we come to the (econd part ofthi: afri:on't in ihis 
propafal, and that is, _ ". 

2dly. By hs making a plain prefumption of inc:,­
pacity,in the churches of doing theil' own pn'per work 
withouttheir graces help. It is as much as to{iy, A1a5 ! 
Ala5 ! It is well known·that the chufI.:hes are genel'"I. 
Jy a fort of plain men, littJe fkillt:d in deep' rriatte! S ; 
that there is apparent danger, if left in theil' eleCtions to 
their own conduCl:,af iritroducing very ilIetnlte perfons 
and doleful creatures, to preach iri 'the tcmple of God, 
as officers there. Now this is mueh agreeing witil 
the old arguments, againllthe laity, who were defedb· 
ed by the learned tO be without the knowledge of ~he 
original languages, and other parts of poUte leai-ning, 
and fo no \Vays nt to int,:,rpret fcripcure ; therefore it' is 
very ratior,ally enaClcd, that the BIBLE be taken from 
them, leall they fhotild ftudy hercue and not l,lOliriers 
out of that . divine book. Dut lo pafs by all [ueh 
pleas, I filaU come to the main point in plain terms,and 
tlut is this, our platform is OHr fettlement, a'nd it has 
ftcured to the churchts tbefe prel'ogatives:, and they are o 

, part of their entailed iilheritance j and it is a vain thing 
to pretend to plead the incapacity of right owncrs and 
rieh proprietors; efpecially whila: there is a competent 
fet of fenfes left them. . Indeed, when any gentleman 
cah ihcw any precept,' andproducea commiffion f<;l' 
the taking into their hands the eftate o'f idiot-churehes, 
they may thm ei te theil' inteUectuals to a propel-bår, 
and verdictgoing againft any particular example, they 
then, ipfo fatlo) become gnaruians,'and mayenter int,) 
their wqrillip. But in the mean time, as· to om- own 
churches, and the whole con/l:ellations of them, and 
every individual or p:l1"ticular chmch amongft them re­
mains COTJlPPS mentis, and therefore muil: not be in-, 
tri~ut!d by fuch ofrers as the fe <,lre. ! 

, 
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, -nut yet befare telofe this a~gumentJ l !haU" a littl~ 
further num,our the prefumptioll of infufficiency,here 

'laid down; and therefore I ,iliall delire, that '.a furver 
be made of the fiate of the chul"ches, and if their Eree 
demon be found for this thirty years -laft pait (an(rW~ 
will go no highel') haye by-the majoi' part of voices 

, introduced irifufficient ~fficers, then let' the platform 
be null'd, and thepl'opofal ftand'as a more valid canon. 
And in this inquiry we would know, wnether the die­

, tators will give I.eave (in drawing up the catalogue of 
<lefeaive elections) that they themfelves he put on the 
back of the, titlepage, and there ftandas the, errata or 

I our old government? Orwhether' they tllemfelv,es' are 
the only e1-ceptions ? , • , 

ButJuppoie we, when we have accompliihed our 
fearch l ,we nnJ their own, and all other el~aions for 
the main have hit right; and if fo, ,then whether lve 
ought not to paya veneration t()the pra&ice, as having 
more of Chrift in it than we can in the rufllings ofam- , 
bition prefently find ,out, or percciv<; ?And whcther 
after fuchlong experience and good fuccefs,it may'nt be 
our wifdom to Iteep thisvia'l'rita,which we havefound 
to be via ruta, that is to tåy, keep the good old way , 
<lf our bleffed predeceff'ors, leil: going into a new and un­
trodden path, we fallinto fome ambufcado, and come 
(Jif \Vith broken bones' and 'ruin'd churches -? 

~uicquid Prtfcipiti via. 
Cørt,mn Defcrit Ordinem 

, Lætas non hahit exitus. Boetious. 
Ralhly to leave the plain and good old way 
,!:urnsiuto mournful night, a joyful day • 

. SEC T. VI. 

, 

, 

HAT hereunto D1ay be refCTre~, the direll:ion of 
proceeding in auy of theh~ particular churchcs, 
the cOllvening of the cou~i1s, that fuaJl be tho't 

neceff'ary for the welfare of the churches. 
\ An(\v. ~ery, Who muft give the direCtion, and 
judge what councils are neceff'ary for the welfare of the-
th urches. ? ' 

Aniwer. ,the aff'ociation. '-
RepJy, I thought as much; for the fole and wh6!e 

power) is~ by thefe pr,oyofals, re~gned to-them) as th~il·· 
, 
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lndiihut~pl~ and undoubted"right irito~uch that tbe~r " 
Beneplaeita, the Elicit and free refolves of their will, . 
fhall and mua be 'the abfolute and uncontr,olable ruie J • 

of ~ondua; that is to fay,the chur~he$ are to bein vaf ... 
lai age ; and toe aff'oci~tiori is ~o rule all by prerogative ; 
io that forever henceforward,wemay infcribe-crofs the 
door of the concl;1ve. (to.ootifie the rule of the houfe) 
that imperiallaw,' , .' 

Si~ rolo,fit Ju6eo,fiatpro Ratiane Valunttt!'. . 
We will and dooro, none now can us withfiand -; 
Our will isreafon ; for the churchcs in the land. 
Indeed, when great. men turn beggars for fmall 

booties, with the famous general Baziliareous, it tign;­
nes, the ebb of fortune runsJQwwith them.; butwhen . 
they afk an ancient inheritence upon gift, it :Ilgnifies : 
eiiher the' donor to .be in a languHhing poHure, 
and that his eftate is like to e(cheat ~o the crown, 

. through failur~ of natural heirs, or e1fe great boldnefs 
in the ~eggars. But what Qlould be the meaning of 
~his.demand, who can divine ! I hope ~hey dont'reck~n . 
the.' churches to be makiog, their laft willJ and defign 
~hem for their heirS. ' .' .' 

The churches ioNew-Englandarefairlypoirefi ofthis .. 
high prerogative, viz •. Of cODvening councils necdrary 
for their own wellbeing~ they are alf6 as likely to.coDti­
Due as they were fort y years ago,llnlefs their. own paftors 
fhould l:etray them. And they are alf? as capable of .' 
m,tnaging all-inftruments devolved upop. them. byChri~, 
as they were ifl the days of their you~ Tberi whåt . 
can we make' of this contrivcme'nt, -viz. When th~ 
churches iliall- have occafiou' to feek relief by council 
(as fometimes the empel'or, has been cofined at the in· " 
fOlellt threihold of his holinefs~ and upon. h~ toming 
forth in his infallibility, this pile of temporal'gl9ry has 
be en his horfe-block ; and fo here) they muftlillmbly , 
wai t at the doar of the i\ff'ociation, till they fha11 be in~ 
formetl. " When, what, who., aodwhere tiley fhall have 
Dnc. Bnt not.to interrupt;the ,world with lOI}g frodes, . 
\Ve mufi again here JeJllur upon dde. . 

Sea. That the feveral.afl"odiltions i..o: the country'. 
ma;ntam a. due (;orrefpondenc{",itb one alloth~. '. 

, 
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Allf..u .'. ff the .platopick nation concerning the llnivei ... 
farfoul of the world oi fph,!t of natUl'e (wher.eby anc . 
body isaffdl:ed by the operations of another at fome 
co.niitlerable diftance) were eftablifhed for an infallible 
t heorem, and thefe fodet,es could .circulate tlieir ihtelli-. 
ge'nee by the p~w~r andEchoes of his mighty e,fl'ence,the 
defign might theri be .praCUcable ; or had ,ve in all COr­
I1~;'s of oU!' country, doves trained· up tq cal'ry mJils,or 
p.\cke.ts of letters from coui'Jtry.to ~ountry, there might 
h: fome hopes for fupporting Ihis mighty cOl'refp~n­
dence; bm tp,d~~it. wholly by human means, the 
clHlrge plainly threat~ns to eat out the pront. . 

;Sut we may fuppo(e the feat ofthefe: things fuaU be 
univerfally fe~tled, fuUy ~uttingnpon the poft-road, and 
1V1}atamighty _bufinefs is a fix penny or foul' pen'ny 
letter in fuch a good cauf(: ? Nay, indeed that's no great 

, m~ttel' in itfelf, yet thefe fix pennys or four pennys, are 
like the fand on ~he fea {hore, a great many . of them 
put togethel' gmwvery heavy,efpecial.ly where wifeand 
ch.ildren are to be maintained upon 70 or 80 l. incame 
per annum. . ... . .. 

Wife men may do as thei,pleafe,yet for my part, I can 
fee no good policy in the propafal,unlefs you can coui,t 
fome ~'ich potentate to efpoufe the'caufe, and' facrince 
an,nuaUy fome part of his royal revenue to fupport the 
Pkalltaje. .' .' . 

·Seer.· ' So. that the frate of religion may be the better 
knownand fecured in all the cllUl'ches !. _ .. 

:An[w. Religion in .its infallibleorigiJ;lal, the wifJom 
and' authority ofGo~! in its .infinite objeCl:, tb~ inetfa- . 
ble perf ans and pel'feClions. of the divine elTence'; in its • 
lD~ans, the gofpet of falvation : in its' i nfpired , wakeful 
aud capa~ious miniftry; in its fubjeer, the incftimable 
illl/TI.ortal foul of man; 'in i~s tranfcendent effeers. (l.) 
J n, time,thecharming peace anel joys of confcience. (2;)' 
l u. ett.l'l1ity, thejoyfu} retreat an~ 1ho\lts .of ~lory, is the 
moft mcompara~le glft of Palad/lIm, WhlCh' ever came 
fl'~~ he aven ; amongft all the favours of the father of 
.lights, there is rione 'parallei with this ; when difclofed 
ioits bea'lty, it ravifheth all the intelleCl:s of the uni- .' 
vel'fe'; arid challenge mat be made) tbat the preroga­
tives and gi.9rY belonging to all the crowned heads in 
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the woHd, do bow and wait upon its pr.oceiIiolls ~lil'Qt 
the earth, to gaurd it from hs innumerable and invete­
~ate enemies. Yet in l'aying our veneration and atten,· 

· dånee, we mufrdifringuiJh right, andplace every thin~ 
properly, and the means mufr be proportionate with the 
end, and agreeable in their namres ; Ol' otherwife whilfr 
wc go about to accomplifh a good end, viz;the feeurity 
of religion by impl'oper means we maylofe our attempt, 
and have no thanks, but be blamed for our pains; .for 
we mufr not do evil, that good may come. 
o It is cert~in, that the chureh of Chrifr is the pilIar of 
truth, or faer~d reclufe and peeuliar affilum of I eligion. 
and this feared guefr, religion, whichcame in th~ wodds 
~nfancy from heaven, ·to gratify the folitudes ofmi1er­
able man, whenGod had left him, hath long kept houfe 
with us in this land, to fwe~ten aur wildernefs frate, 
and the renowned church~s her~ ale her faered palaees. 
Then , cel'tainly it is not fair for her lovers, under pre,. 
teriee of maintaining her, weJcome in great~r· [tate, to 
defolare her pleaurg habitations, tho' they iland fome-

o what low like the myrde grove, Zach .. I. 8, &c. 
Sea. And paticularly it is thought neceifary to the· 

,vell being of t4efe ehurehes, that all the aifo'ciations in 
the counti'y meet together, by ~heir refp~aive delegates, 

• 
I onee ID a year. 

· Anfw. This is' a great thefis ; and whoever was the 
father, the womb of it is very fertile, an~ big withar­
ticles of mOlnent ; it comprehends a large territory,and 
a great trea[ure,·\Vc mu11: therefore furvey it by c06no­
,graphy: 4nd then nextly by the laws of the chure,h 
ftock. . . 

o' I. t'he country contained in fhis propofal, by a ju!l: 
confequence, and from the.nature of the defign, muft 
extend fo far as we can flnd any gofpel ChUl'ches plant­
ed, Ol' to be planted within the Englifil.dominion on. the 

o Drm land or eontinent of Ameriea, there is no rcildai­
on made to exclude any j . and chadty is a gl'ace that ' 
,muld. have every one virtuous, and equally privileged 
~vith rneans fo.l' (JUlt end; fo that we may begin our lines 
of latitude in the 1'outh, fomcwl:at, Ilortll\~ard of the 
capes of Florida, and $en extend them to the north, to 
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fmne parts of Nova-Scotia, -if nbt to -tlle, bay pf St~ 
Lallrellcc~alld frorii thofe poim5 on to theatlårhic ; ,M 
plUft ftretch onr lines over-thwart,keeping eqtlallongi';' 
tllQcs, till we meet with other princes dominions. . " 
, Now thi,s is a noble territory ;..enougll for au' empirej> 
~.nd allEilgliili ; and why may ,ve nbt be. thus extenflve 
for the good of the churches therein planted? Other 
countries have fent their dclegaies hear 'asfar as this 
,omts to, to wit,' upon the conventions of his liolinefs~ 
13\1t" the mifcheif is,; dlC revenuC\von't hold out.. But 
I h,~ve thought of oneway, and to.at will' do:, if.we can. 
bu't'obtain ; tho~.r a!;knowledge·it is fOinewhat chimeri­
cal, o~ whim/iea~; yettho" it be, tbe propof~l hås no. rea­
fon to re pine or find fault, f01' djai:, it is itsnear kinf~ 
, . 
I1!l)!1. " . 
. The 'pl"OjeCl: is thi~1 viz. Upon the great {e'ttfem'errt~ 
~vhich "T~ hope for, ,between the t\VO ci"owns, I advife; , 
tha't petitions be made (if the al'ticJe's of fettlement win ' 

. ållaw it) ,that eithe~ the rents of' rd/cda,' oi, fome, good 
110m 'gold mine inPeru, be referved 1vholfy to. the ufe­
c:Æ,lhis ddign, ånd if you are pleafeØ to keep or fettk 
witbin. narrowel' limils, (when wc know YOllr tePritorYl' 
we mil by rules of porportion and lubfii"a'Cl:ion t CO[Il: 

pute the duirge'; and if thcre benny over-plus, when 
Y~lII' own. cn.argcsare defray:'d, the rea may be affigo.!. 
~d ta the next pro .... itKe, for fuehgood ufc:s. But how~ 
t,ver, let the petitions ga forwaI:å, for you will ha,'e 
~'I'<l,1Jtenough ofyoul' fhare ~ for I am fure your prefetit 
fupplies are not [u,Il enough fOl" YOUt" daily bre~d, and 
thc(ecOittiilgent and 'unexpeltcd charge!;;' e'fpeeiallj 

. feting tbry wt.:rcliev.cl'thought of, or provided for, in. 
:i vUl' iidi !culemcnts. . . .' 

SEC T. VIII. 
, ND fillally, that minifters difpofed to affoci?te,. 

cnck:lvor in the mofi efficaciolls manner thet 
<';:11, til prevail wi~h fueh minifters, as unreafonably ne~ 
gJdl {ueh meetings with th~ir brethrcn in theil' prope~ 
afloch,ltiuns, t hat they would not ex pofe them{elves tO 
tbe inconvenjencie's th!lt [ueh negleCl:s ca~llot bm be at­
ttnded withal. , ; , 

Anfiver. This propofal feems to be fCllndtd' upo~ 
.dle Epicurian duch:ine of åLOm~; for by the fcbe,~ 
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:w11.ic'l?- ~t'hie:nical atomiØ:$ giv.e c;once,rriing t'4.e. b~ginnint 
·of ihe ,'world, :by' their .account ;"it was' after tliis· ~uc1ty 
manrH,r, that iSto fay, therewas'beforc' time a'v~n pile 
of incoherent atoms, which globically' :hung:lleepirig 
~pona .centre-atom, wit'hout.: the l~aft grai"n '(jf 

'feufe, thro' the vaft eternii:y;a parte "Ante; but at -leaft, 
.& no body can tellho\v-rtheywere inclioed to thl'OW"O!f . 
their pi-efent pofture; butbeing neither of one· form, -
loclinatiori nor pl'openuori, quickly,great heaving lind 
-thuffing( frOln variaus fympathies &antipathies) begari io 

. be amongft them, that a chaos is prefeiitly'rolled toge~ 
th~i', and in a Hule time, this magni:ficentårid"cudous o .' ' 

-World, whieh you look up'on, Ca:me out of the horl'tU. 
.womb of"this diilracted'heap of atoms, and .thatwith­
out :toy help from a creating~ower, but by a w-onderful 
good chanee. TllUS fal' yåu have the do&rine of atøms, 
""hich I could not weU avoid, becaufeof [on'tu'ch noble 
mattel' prc-exitting, and rcpI:e[ented in .var-iousihapts 
and forms, with a fou'ndof motion, a.nd val'iol1.s·fympi­
thies and antipathies appearing, and reprefented by the 
propof:11; bm yet can hear :of no ft:perintendingfiåt, 
or'.ny ercatlng voiee to o:ver-rule, Ol' ('l.y', Le.t it B'e. 
But only if perfons are difpofeå, or indifpolcd; the bufi­
nefs muft be managed as 'wifely as you o can; and if it , 

. fhould fo ch~nce, that Come fine thing (nevel' befOl'c 
feen in the country) fuould be m~de out of ,lh(:fe rnatf­
riats, without the h~lp of a creating pawel', the world 
wOllld be a gl'eat debtol' to the aCc-1dCl~t; .aud the 
·chul'cbes may they not be jufl:ly l1ript of their being io 
make l'oom for it, and maintain it ! ' 

BIH to be more dif1:in&, and lomewh:lt. mQl'e elore in 
my au[wcr, I nmfi: remind you, chat OUI' bldfed Lord 
commands us tO p1'ay, Mat. 6. OU1' fuher which art 
in heaven, &c. Lead us not imo temptation, bm Jeliver 
us f1'om evil. And if uocerc, he lnth pl'qmi(ed,to 
ftabliOl us, and ket:p u,; from evil. 2 Thi:.ff. 3. l_ Froi~ 
ihefe divine principle~, the quef1:ion!s, 'whcthcl' thofe 
p:dtors are the {hble 01' unf1:,\ble, the re;tfcmable, or \Iil­

realonablc men, viz. Either thoie 'who h;lY~ proOloted 
.this Jefign in the country, Ol' thoft: ,,'110 h:t\'cwirhfl.,.ood 
it? And alfo w1:1('\"~ lus tcmpl.ltion Pl\\,;likl! mo:t? 
Ånd to putthi ... ~tbatc .UJl\.l..:T a bri;;:hi<.'l" iight, I wli~ 
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make bold to recite a brief hiftory of this matter, tiU 
we bring YOt{to the nativity of thefe propofals, ~\Od to 
the daywherein they were born; with Come pl'efent im· 

o provement of the hiftory. o 

o About thirty years aga, more'or lers, ther~ was no 
, appEaranceoftheaifociations ofpaitors in thefe colonies, 
and in fome parts and places, there is none iet.But 
after the country had fuffered much in thdlaughtcrs 
and depl'edations c.ommitted by the heathen, and by 
ro any othel' afHiaions, the neighbouring rriinifters in 

,fome counties, metta pray together, &c: and for no 
other o intent, o that lever knew or heard of. 'But 
after they had eontinued their meetings for fome years, 
and otbers following the example, began to converfe 
together, and communicate caies, as beft ruited each 
perfon ; jO,nd at laft pereeiving tlley were almoft gotten 
jn,to a clameal form, before they tho't of it, they began 
togive their meetings the fpecious titles of daffes, affo· 
ciations, and ecclefiaftieal eonventions, &c, as fecurely 
as tho' thefe tides were- a fruit growing out of our own 
conftitutioll ; and by degrees began to dream that.they 
werereally, andde Jure, what theil' new titles and late eui~ 
tom had made them only de FaClo ; and time inCI'eafed 
their inclinations and purpofes to eompafs a more for­
mal and compleat fettlement, It is cei'tain, theil' op­
portunities were confiderable, the keys of the chnrch t~ca­
jure being put imo their hands. The mQre themain point 
is ftudied, the more glory appears to feed mens ambition, 
like the impreffion by the eye, on our great parents tn 
paradice, Gm, 3, 8. TL1C tree was pleafant to the eyes, 
Cl tree to be deured. Alas ! Alas I empire and fuprcm;n 
l'ule is a glodous thing! P am're fu1deClis(1t debet/åre 

o 8uperbus, is a very royal bufinefs, Now this coneeit did 
begin pretty much to predominate, efpecially in fome 
gentlemen that were inclin'd to prefbyterain pl'inciplcs, 
men of worth and learning, who improving their ad­
vantages of fen fe and influence, to' inrreague others of a 
Jower fet of inteIleCtuals, &e, bro't the buullefs fo nein' 
to a eonclufion, as YOll flnd it in the' laft recited propp­
fal, wherein you have the main of this hifiory comai.n, 
ed, like HG1Ilers llfiads in a nut ihell, But. to make 
iltort, and CO{ll;lude my fto~; when they had ~hu~ fa~' 
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advanced Ilnd ripened thcir defign,out cornes tl~& pro­
pofals, like Aaron's galden calf, the fifth day of Novcm" 
6er, 17°5. : 

Thus you have a {hort accmmt how things ,have 
been carried on, relating to affociations; arid having 
a convenient crifis, I fliaUimprove the hiftOl'Y, to pl'O' 

mote my prefent defign, in a few partiCulars, 
I. By confidering thr..prefent 'duty of aur erring 

paftors .,' .', ' , ' 
2. The juftice to be done on {hete propofdls, 
3, Make fome fmaIl aftrological remai'ks relating to 

the date, which the dew of aur hiftory has bro't us 
to.' , , , 

l. As'tothedutyof fuch as are involved'in tlle, 
charge, whether or no (upon a prefumption 'that this 
hiftory be true) theyought not to eeafe exciting others 
to wandel' from theil' proper pon, a~d they themfelvt:s 
(if not by the apen aEts of the churches authotiry; yet) 
by the good government of theil' own wifdom,pl'u', 
dence and grace, be remanded within theh' prop.'T 
bounda!'ies, and there continlle as nars ,\,jthin theil' 
own orbs, to influence acd a&, Tam hz Modi! 'luam hl 
filltis, guo prius, according to the formel' u{age, and 
. the natUl'e of their trun, and no more go beyonJ theit' 
own line,' 2 Cor. 10. 16. 

2. Whethel' thefe propofals here offered to view, 
be not like AarolZsgolden calf? And whether ther 
ought not to be ferved, as MoJes dealt with that, 
(Exod. 32. 20.) when he toak it,· and bUl'nt it in ,the 
fire; and ground it to powder; for that it is veryevi. 
dent, that though it be bnt a calf now, yet in time it 
may grow (b'eing of a thirt1y naturc), to ueeome a 
feUi'dy ox, that will know no whoa, and it m3.y be paft 
the churches ikilI then to rubdue it. 

For r am not much mit1aken (and Parms to o) Thl!t 
great and tc,!:ible beqfl 'with jej}en bead, (1'1d ten horl1.~~ 
dcfcribed il1 the Revelations 13. 'was llot!Jing elfe a ./(71) 
ages aga; but .iujl /Id 17notDcr C,l~t: as this i.L ,It \1"1$ 

indeed finely fhaped, and ofneat-limbs, whcn it was 
firll calved; io(omuch that the great pl)lcr.we~ of the 
earth were much ravillled with its aji)~Ct :1I1d f~unresl; 
fGille ojf.:red to fuekle it 00 the choicef!: CQWS amon~!l 
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-311.~he heros of roy~l cat~Je, (~~at;~t mi~ht :be)a~g~) 
.hopmg to frock thelr own .cQuntrl<;s. ,v,Jth .tb.e.l,Jrl;cqJ . 
and when it was grown to a confiderable magQit\lde, to 
'render it more iha.pely . and. fair, they!p:tKii'on tIps on 
.'to hs horns, and befet its 1l:upendious bulk:.w.hh vev,y 
rich ornaments, th.at they. might make it ~themore il\V­

lng to all beholders, and jf po"ffible, by fU,ch .artifices 
to add to the natural.pride and choler of t.he c(ealme . 

. But ulas, pOOl' men 1 they have pai<l de ar for iht jr 
prodigality and fOildnefs; for this ve~y :crcature ,that 

-was but a calf when they.fidt begaa to feed· ,it, is .now 
:grown tO be' fuch a mad furious and wild bu.lI, .th\lt 
there is fcaree li chdftian monarch on eal,th, unlefs the 
grent Anne, their S.weedith and .Pruffian,majefties,.and 
their high mightinejfes, with thi.s exceptiol', there; is 
ftarce a potentat.e in the wodd, the beft hprfe~man Ol' 

llUntf-man of them all, that dare. take. this beafr by the 
horns" when he begins to bounce anel belkJ\v. .Indet;d 
:the emperorwithin thefe few years, has recovered Jo 
much courage, that he took him by th .taiJ, to dl'iye 
him, out of his royal granges, being'quiteangry, and 
weal'Y with his qopping. and brouzing ·on the tlowers, 
of his imperial crown. But otherwifG the bc~ft general­

.ly goes at large and does what he \Vill in all princes 
dominians, and keeps them in awe. Therefpre \0' 
tondude, and infer, Oåfia Principlis ! It iS.wifdo~n to 
·nip (uch growthsin the bud, and kcep down by eatly 
flaughter [uch a breed of cattle. ·Nam ~llllle maluvz 
,zafcens facile apprinzitllr. ..' 

3d1y. In all the aftrological remarks I have made, I 
. lind its .nativity fuH of favol'ableafpcCts to Englifh 
chmches. The fifth day of Noveml;er has beeri as.a 
guardian angel to the molt facred interefr of the em­
pire: It has refcued the ""hole glory of church .an.(i 

. {tare, from the moll fatal ul'reil of hell and Rome. 
'Jhat had I bcen of the cabal, or combination, whieh 
form ed thefe propofills ; fofoon ,as I had ·feen and 
perceived the date, (as I imagine) my heart with.king 
David's, would have fmote. me, and I {bould have 
cried out, M Jcrere nqjlri DeIlJ: rhe good Lord have 
~l1ercy upon us.; this is the gun-powckl' treafon., ~Iay' ; 
and 've' al"e f.very. roan-ruincd, being l'unning F~ul:'~ 
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fate! whr gentlemen! havt'ydu forgot it? It is the d~1 
,of thegun~p(j,,;der-treafon, and & fatal ~ay to traitors. 

: Our mfafllres· certainly intend the blowing up th<: 
churches, as Faux's dit! the parIiament t- that fOl' my 
Qlvn part, lhåve fuch an awe upan my ffimd of this 
very day, thllt I have made a fettledl'efolution, that of 
all the d'ays' of the whole. year, I_wilt never confpire 
treafon again'lF my natural prince, nor' mifchief to the 
churclies ontlie Mth day of November. 

Arid fo Jårewel, gentlemen, for ldare not join mth 
you in tbis confpiracy.' , 

.. 

P A li T. lI. 
, , SEC rr. l. 

H it rp thefe åiIhtiated paftors with a proper 
nufuoel.' 'of de:legates from theh' feveral churches 

be . . ':H1:antlirig and ilated· council, 'Vhic h 
fhall cohfillt, ad:Vi(e afl& detb'mirie all affairsthat fhall 
be {ltlopermåtfedor the confitleratioh,ofan ecclefiafl:i:.. 
cal council \vlthin their- refpdtive limits,;except always 
the cafes are ftlcl~ as'the afiociate(l paftorsjudge Ul'ore, 
convenient to: faU under the cognizance of other: 
council. 

A: rifw , Seeing it is the firil time we have in thefe 
propofaJs lie'ard of a ftanding council" for thde. 
chmches; and tho~ the whole doClt'ine of it is not pre­
cifely or ii1terms contained in this fection, yet that' 
,ve may pafs over ,vhat remains more briefly, when I 
come URei:l each' followin'g 'fdtibn, l will therefore' 
make a ftOp hel-f, and dill'i)ul'fe this ulbjeCl:, in its, 
feveråI dilHnCl: bl'anches, and make bm one work of 
it; and I ihall thus methodize the buuncfs. . 

r. I ihall obfeJ've the feemj'l'l'g favor to' the la-y-dele-
gates here oftel'ed to themm ·rhis· proPOf;ll. 

2. 8ur\'c1 the nature ohhe council. • 

3. Inqi.lire ,imo its original. 
4. Take anaccount of thework: which is affigned it. 
i. View' the l,ime appoint'ed, certa-in and uucertain. 
6. Il1l1uire for the· plac!'e, whcre it is to meet. 
7, And laflIy, difcour[c its ;maintainance. . 
I. WC mufl: obferve the fe~tnin'g favor the lay·dele~ 

gates ol'-fraternity Of Ehe chu.x;che$ art treated witll'~ 
• 
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t.bis pi'opofal; f~r ~t th~·. firft. tender, ~h~y.feein vet y 
honorable to be invlted .lnto the affoClatlon, as tho~ 
I.hey wc,rc to be ~fiabliilied members of this council; 
:lnd were to be equal fharers in the auth9rity and 
gQvel'On'l!:nt in it; ):.et do 'but mind the conne8ion of 
both parts of the propOlltion, and you will finn there 
is nod~ing of.this pature intended for them •. But 

'only by a fpecious fhew, they are 'invited to eftabliih 
,he affociations,on theirtottering bans, and ,that is foon 
done, if all ·pul'ties are· agreed; and. from the frater­
nity, thel'e i~ no necd of imy more formalities, than. 
paying homage to their authority by this a8 of fub-

. lfliffion and obedience here propofed; and fo foon as 
this is done, you fuall find. the fL~aternity very fairly 
l'eleafed at,the door of the feillons, 'every man l'epair­
ing to his o\vn home.' It is. an obfervation, on the 
monul'chy of bees, that thedrones Jormerly fuppofed 
to be not,onlta lumpiJh, bqt a ufeIefs bee, yet it is of 
that maure, andfo eff'ential a member of that com­
mon-wealth, that it is really the male bee, and does 
impregnate the females, who are the fole laboul'ers in 
{hat ,kingdom, bm ·when that crifis is over, the pOOl' 

drones are by,common confent banifhed, ·as ,a· great 
incumbei'ment. 80 in our cafe, alas! what can be 
expe8ed, when the lay-delegates have cone th~ former 
jobb, but that they fhall be laid by, for theil' wifdom 
and capadty isna ways admired in thefe prppofals • 
. And it has always been found that the laiety. are a 
dog to clcrgy-men, when they begin to foar a-loft, or 
above theil' proper fphel'e;. and if you will }:lUt view 
the pl'Opvfal again, in the hindermofi part of it, you 
will fcc a back-doar vCl'Y artificially nnifhed and lcft 
upan latch, fal' theil' exclullon; for tho' they are 
call~d 10 be men'lbers of the council in the firft pan 
of the Pl'OpouJ., ye.t by exception, made in the, laft 
})art, they are to' fit .upon ,no cafe hut what the 
alroci~tcs plea'ic; and feeing it is at theil' difpofe, you 
1nay ratianally and forcibly conclude, thanhofe who 
have made it theil' bunndsto \.Inpin the whole,t~ber­
nade, and ha~e but thisch031' lO do, and then all is 
theii- ow'n, \Vill now finHh theiL' work, with a Wet fipgel',,, 
Uf');l the aforefa.id !compliauce. Fol' fOU muft ~Ole,! 

L 
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that,aft~r ,hey ·ha,'e adl1}itted the:brethl'en,anJ vie~ed 
the·'cel'dficates of de&ion:from -theJevcl'al chul'ches,con;. 
tRining fome congl'atulatory·complements, to hanoI' the 
newconftitutio'[} and government,as is ufual in alUl:ates f 

and -havin? alfo treatedthe delegat es with the tivilities 
of the ho~fe, and ~lfo with a lang and tedious hatangue 
of the mighty bieffings thefenew fc(t1ementspIajnly pre­
dia antI pl'oinile the COUntl'y,&c,the4elegates al'e then 
advifedi.·thereis n,o cafe at prefent depending6.t for 
theil' cognizance, but what ·areupon file, the aif6ciates 
havealready eon'fldcl'ed about it, andreferred to føme 
othei' -council :beft knowll to ·.their 'g~'ac-es, And fo" 
goodhl'ethren, yoti·al'e 'now with many.thanks .for 
YOUl' oucdientattendance, releafed tiU Latter Lamma!, 
or till the Greek Ca/alldi cume about. . . 

And here'we may digagl'l\ve ·to 'bU11 all OU1' aodene 
pr.ivileges in, ~ndhang OUI' harps upon the willo",:s. 
and-:whc~ we are thus wafted, fhotild YOll eaU ,us In 
onee more tO flog one of thdongs of Sion,all our notes 
muft be E/egie et De trijlihus, ytuhebroken aeeents, 
and 10wly mu~ murs of oUr forl'ow will ferve ·for elahs 
& [weet diapafans,in 'you\' conquering fang of trim11ph. 

2. ··We lnuftnextly, fur;veythe namre of the council, 
",hich cannot be -fooner, and with better advantage (to 
repl'e[enhtbe true idea of it tO every .mans ririderftand~ 
ing) thanina brieE definition, tIms, the cDuncills to be 
landing and fiated, to meet Onee in the year at the leaft, 
and at orher times ilS each aiIo()ation fh:.l.lIljleafe to de­
termine, tocnquire imo the cOlldition of the Chul'ches, 
and advife .fuch things as may be ·for the advantage of 
our ho ly religion •. TIms rou have the nature of it laid 
oudn tel'ms very concifcly. . 

Eutif a -longer difcription,accOI'diog to the genuine 
{t:nfe,,of expreilions in thepropofaJs, witl better Ji.\it YOll, 
and give 'a beuei-impreffi6n ofits nature upon YOUl' 
lhoughts, wc may. then defcl'ibe it thus, ~., . , 

It is a council of human inventioIl, frated·aiidJcnled· 
to conveneonce in the yeal',yearly ,ti udng the I'~\'olution 
of the heavenly bodies, and at otner certain times of 
the year, fo "sto b::cp its courle p,trallel with our bif,h . 
and fupedol' fdlbnsof the p~ace, if the crcatq\,s pkafe. 
and to confult, auvile and determine aU al!:lin. within 
the rea;h of ccddhiticaltouncils, and el11:),ially, &.;.; 
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! And thus, w~ being a,people fwlmming in ruch plen­
,ty, that all our c~az:geable meafures ,bothdpmeftick ,in, 
Onf pdvate families, and public in church and common 
wcalrh, being not near fufficient; to take off our wafte, 
allld fuperfluous ftreams, and our i-iches and ftores [o 
plalnly, o'ver~loading us, we hav.e here forrned a crea~ 
ture, tl\at will help to fup up aU, and feeding upoa 
our full baikets, we fhall flnd, that the further we go 
with E.fop's loud, the lighter we iliall grow; t~en who 
will not admil'c the wifdom of the invention 1 , 

• 3. aur next tafk is to examine the original oEthis 
council, which inquiry, may be refolv:ed into this dif· 
junc1 pl'opoiition, viz. This council in 'the refult of the 
will,obeying the underlhmding in its.laft diCl:ates, en'ing . ' 

or not errmg. . 
'.r:'he q ueltion being thus fratea, it is at evel'Y man~ 

liherty, to take the part in the: disjunCtiolt which heft 
likes him. IJuppoferhe propofal arreJ1:ed and brought ' 
to tdal, \Vill plead, not en'ing, 91' not guilty, as is ufual 
witll all criminals, when indiEted'; and therefol'e feeing 
:rou eocpeCt to be cl eared by the jury, YC~l muft. give U,S 

an hondl: lIc<:ount, who fet, you on work, anq.what 
l'ule Y9U were guided by to aifure us that YOUl' intellec-, .. 
tuaI powers were free from e1'ror in fDrming this <:Otl~: 
dl" and we will giye YDU l'ODm cnough in your QWO 

detence. For, 
dl:. Jf you can produee evidenee from the, canon of 

fcripture, in exprefs terms, or by fouod confe4uence, 
and prove Ne'l.u-Ellgland churche's are obliged to form 
a ftallding acd.ftated council, or that you .are to 'do it 
fOl' them, &e. we wilt fubmit. Bm no. fueh canon call 

, be found. The propofaJs then incur a heavy premunire 
fOl' making fo bold with a: jettled government, and 
IlO text to warrant the attempt. 

, 2. Is it by any authoriry, derived from the civil go-, 
~ ~l'llment of the country by law, Ol' praClice, that thi!> 
.:vuncil is 11el"e eretl:ed? . 

l, By law, if there be any fueh law, you have liberty 
10 pkad :t in youi' o\vn defence. , " , 

z. Dy prawce, has the civil government ever fet fuch 
;,n cxample ? Have they ever intrencht upon the ,privi. , 
kglS of the' churchcs in the lean degree? Al:d in theit: 
~).wn wb, are they ndt more excmplary ? Don't all in~I\ 
ht.1) to c.onn"iffiol1 ? Are they not curious io maintain~ 
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1l1g aU rettled forms, as the limits and 'boUIldaries of all ' 
mens ilctions aild interefts? Nay, is not the exalted 
head ofthi1body politick. 'in his whole minifrry,earefut 
tO fteer all his aaions by his commiffion, and the ,pre­
cept of law ? Is not the leaft el'rm'{tho' made by jea­
louiy, and not fouod in reality)'that looki but like an 
arbitrary aCHon prefently drawn into complaint, as:\ 
great gdevance, and eommon neufance ? lf it -be'but 
in dreain, that the exchequer appeal's toucht, Witllout 
a precept, or the wings of our dvil Iiberties clipt, or fo 
lUuch as a feather be pluckt from them, is not the couo· 
try he re and the court at home filled with, complaints ? 
What means all this? And yet muG: the[e churehes, 
f01'lned by principles of piety and honor; and under the 
fieerage of a wile and juft government, be ar whole eart 
loads of injuries, and have all their liberties violated ? 
And at laft have a ftated antichrifiian arbitraI)T coun­
cil, that can cut their throats for all the wife regillation, 
that is in it, he thruft in tlpon them and both' fcripture 
and. the wife fathers of the com mon wealth, no patrons 
to it? And what muft we fwallow all this ? This mutt 

" 
lIeeds be il very heavy meal to digeft ! ' 

Ut ope,r et La71umtabile Relllum· ••• ·.Erlierint? . 
They fpoil our kingdom, :'.nd our .courage dalh, 
They,take our wealth, 'and leave us nought but,tra!h. 
3. Is there any certincate, order, or vote, from the 

churches,as the \vomb of this coun!=i~? Ifthere he, 
the propof.'lls {hall then pafs for the innorent midwife, 
and no harm fhltll come. But, alas ! Ifwe fearch all 
church records,the purfuit is blankt! The:'efore it muft 
ftand for a dadng intruuon upon, tlie churches,power 
oF pl'ivilege.' ' 

It is andwill be acknowledged, with great jufiice 
and fatisfaction, that the pall:ors of the churches are in , 
;, high ftation, as they reprefent the great ihepperd,and 
their tmft is noble and great; They are rulers, and ti) . 

condutl: all tranfICtions, &c. But yet muft never in­
fringe the church~s powet';Jf privilege in any brandl 
of it? It become5'the haHnefs, wiJ(lom and bonm' of 
!he ruling officers at a' crifis, wheJ'l the chlll'ches are ill 
(xercife of this power,'not to allow thcmfdves to die­
Ute ta~ imperiou!ly: "They muft nevel' indeed, in aU 
their miniftration, talk with [uell an elevated language, 
as, in the3cl fdHonof the 2d part, in tkcfe \Votosl-i'ir. 
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That ea~h 'churdi chufe and depule' one' ol." more:' 
(private metn bers) tO ;lttetl(l'.th:eh: pa1l:odn theiil, ~ted· 
feillon, &c, As tho' the high c6tnmiffion {;ou1't ;,vas: 
returned from exile,andnow opened, and fome of your 
graces we1'e to bdol'd chancellor. ; This p.lainly carrie::th 
too high a Cl:efi:. What! to coufide1' yourfelvesas a 
diftinCl: eftate from the chu.rches~ and to f<;nd out of 
your h-igher houfe your orders, to be obey'd in the 
}Il\ver houfe, &c? But, I f.1Y; this is 'not right, for in 
concerning and calling of councils the churches 3re 
yout' fuperiors; and upon a: fevere imerpretation of 
their canons, they may, if they pleafe, kave you ai 
home. For tho' you have bed} eleCled onee intD 
office, yet in the exercife of this theil' power, you ftand 

, ~ b.m competitors, with otller principal perfons, for theit 
': '~r:~oice and eleCtion, to determine YO\1 members of an, 
,~ ;~~cd,efi.afi:ical council: Po1Iibly this dochine may feei11, to , 
.~~:~ In\~,a very crude dofe. B~t yet I affme rou, it is ap' 
. j>robated by a college of very able and learned phy-

jicians ; and I hand it to Jon as.! find it made l~P in the 
d1Ul'ches chell: of mediciiles, platform~chap. 16. feet. 
2. The efficient ca~fe of ecclefiaftical councils, or fy. 
llodical aHemblies, next undel' Ch1'ift, is the po\ver of 
the churchrs [ending forth their elders and ot11e1' mer· 
~Gllgcrs, &c. fra. 3. magifirates have power to call a 
{ynod, by calling to the churches to fend forth theil' 
e,tders, and me{lf.nger5, &c. fo\' the fonftituting of a 
Jynod, is a church a\.1:, fea. 6. Bccau(e none are or 
lhould be more fit to know the finte of the churches, 
1101' to ad\'ife of wars, &c. Therefore it is fit, that in 
t hecho,ice of the mdfengcrs 1'01' fueh aiTemblies, they' 
JlilVC [pecial refrlt;tl unto [\Ieh. viz. delers: That cel'­
tainly ,jf you expecr YO\ll' councillhall' efcape eondem­
nation, you mulllhen produee the ProbatulI1 dl, of the 
dlUrches, or el fe it perifhes under fhis tryal. 

4. Cfln YOll fhew any patent for the emperial cham­
her of 011\' mighty monarch, to take in to your hands 
(that ycu roay new modd) thefe rh11rche5' (the royal 
demefiles ofChl'ilt J~rm. the prince ofpeace) as an 
e~cheat to the crO\':11 ? Ol' have yun commiffion with 
inftrnetions from thel're to ereet within the proYince, 
li,lCh cofHyand formidable :lifemblies, as are here pro-

. .i~Cl:ed ? Nay, it YOH can flndor pick IIp amongll: the 
Q!d. Ø;atutcs, that are not quite worn Out, Or produee 
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one ·ven"erable pteceptor exa 'liple thro\lghbut- tha-wll'Ole 
Euglifh .empire, for the government of ChUllCh or-frate 
thel'ein; we will frate yom cafe;- and grant you Qne im';', 
plrlan-ce (with due time)if youcan make any l'e\lfo na­
lile pl'cfumptioD, it may be had for you!' juftification ; 
aud in the mean .. time, I !haU venture to redte a few' . 
principlesoHhe Etrgliih government, thatare like the" 
['elia Cava,' or great årteries in nature, which drculate, 
the blood and fpirits t11ro' the imperial body; and if 
they don't aU wJth a joint voice (like a jury in their 
returtl,' where ne mm diff(!nts) condemo your'council - . 
and whole fcheme, ~ou lhall- ft.i1l have, a goal.dehvery, 
and be fet free~ " " ~, _' ' ' 

Principle~ 1: Therc is no oneof the three ~ftates of 
the empire, can make a valid rta to bind the fuøjeCt, or 
inftitlite any new forms of government. ' 

It is certain the. parliamt.nt, that fupream cburt, by 
an united voiee" is very tranfeendent ; it makes null" 
enaCts, and· abrogateth all laws, ftatutes and ordinance,s. 
concerning matters e~clefiamcal> civil) martiaI, maritime" 
&c. Therefore·all aas ,inftitlltlons,creationsof truft,col'';' 
porations and offices, either originally and iinmediateIy", 
or by,a fair' confequence, derive from this,fountaiIi 
the imperial "crowo, inricht with maily prerogatives, 
and adorn'd with many ample fiowers; they were 
there planted by the creating power of the nation, and 
no 'Englifh monarch can at.pJeafureenlarge that garden 

. w1th a new fpecies. That to meet with fuch things as 
thde now unuel' deb~te ,vithin an Englifh province,&c: 
Q..uery, Whether they are enaCted by fingle men, or 
fman factions ; or by the united voke of the kingdom? 
Jf not by the latter, they muft die traitors to tbe em­
pire, as tranfgreffing againft the. drentials of its.confti-;. . 
tution, and liberty of confcience is no city of refuge hete. 

Principle Il. All Englifh men are privileged bpnd 
ftriCtly bound to tbe law ; that's the fmitful reafon of 
all good, and rule of duty. To be bound to the pence, 
or the good behavior, is ro be bound to the law, that's 
every mans mafrer and guide. ~ery, Whethel' thefe 
propofals, and this council, have not put a flight upon 
tbis dominioh ? . . .' 

Principlc nI. The vengeance or vindill:ive jnftice 
of the nation, flamcs (in the fanttion of the law)agaip.!t 
aH tranfgreifol's. ' 
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, 'Every one that breaks the Iaw, breaks fl'om the ruYe ' 
of his duty and trufr, and.in adegree violates the power, 
-()f the nation, and u{urps the whole l~g~flation ; there~ , 
fore in the execution of thefe direful fanCtions and pe'" 
nalties affixed to the ftatutes, the omnipotent pc,>wer of 
th.e nation, revenges the-gloi'y of its own independence 
and unaecountablenefs ujlon its irifolent fubjeCts, ae­
cording to that, Gen. 2, 17. In tlle day thou eatejl 
tllereof~ tllouJhalt/urely die. Therefore I may f.1Y ta ' 
thiscouncil, Memento Mori. . ' , 

Prillciple IV. Every great perfon is u~der the awc 
of the law, eitheras dire8:ive or coerfive. ' 

It is the faying ofthofe who are ikilled in' the Iaw, 
That Reg ilz Regno Suo, Superiores,habet, VEUlI1 et LE­
GEII1; The king has in his realm two fuperiors, GOD 
and the LA W, tho' he is only under the dire8:ive ; 
brit aU his great fubjeCts al'e ' under the coeriive power 
of it. The nobles and great minifrers in church and' 
frate lo ok upon the law, as the watehful eye of fome 
direful numen. Thefuperior clergy-men, the great bi- ' 
fuops of the kingdom, liho~ they appear mafrers of futh 
prerogatives, yet they have nothing butwhat theyderive 
from the Iaw ; and the Iaws are their bounda.:ies,faying , 
Hitherto ye jhall go, and Ilo/urthor at Yflur peri/. That;' 
thofe' great men might as well have undertaken with 
Archimides, to have removed the, earthly globe (upotr, 

- c"ndition) as to have done fuch a thing as this; What !' 
to alter tbe eonfritution of ehurch~government, which' 
is eftablifhed by thø ftatute and canon law of cb ureh 
and nation? This is tO blow up the kingdom. Ergo,' 
put out yonr matches, and diffolve your trains. , 

Princlple V. All Englifh men live and die by laws 
of their own In:tking. That they are never pleafed 
\Vith upfral·t law-makers. " 

Principfe VI. That EngJifll government and law)s 
:t charter-party fettled by mutuaI compafr between per- . 
fons of all degrees in the nation, and no man muft l~art 
from it at his peril. ' 
~ery, Whether thefe propofals have kept to the 

:u'ticlcs bf this great covenant ? ' ~, 
Prillciple VII. Ep. gtiilim en hate an arbitrarypower ' 

(politicallyconfidered) as they hate the devil . 
For that they have thro' immemol'ial ages been the 

owners at v,cry f~i(' enfl'anchizements and liberties, that ' 



--:--~.,-, . 

" [. 79' J ' 
, ' • • 

the fenre, favoror: high., e~eem of thetnllre (as:it were) 
extraduce, tranfmitted with the elementilfmateriåls ,of 
their eifence from generation to. generation,andJo in­
genate ;md mixed, with their frame, tha~' rio artifice~ 
craft or force ufea, ca~ ~~9t~ it out, lVatl/ram expe/l«s 
jurtalipe.t if;gu~,recllrrit'rli*,n~ tho' many of their in-, 
cautelous pi'inces ha:ve, endeavoured to null :illtheii­
charter ~ights and immunities, ,and agrandize ~hem-, 
feives in the fervik frate of the fubjeets, by fetting up 
ther ,own feperate wiU, for die gl'eat frandal'd of go.-', 
vernment over the nations,yet they have all along paid 
dear for ~heir attempts, both in the ruin of the nation, 
and in iaterrupting the increafe of their 0YID, grandure, 
and their fo~eign fc;ttlements and co.nqueft5. " 
, Rad the late l'eigns, be fore the acceffionof the great 
William and Mary; to the thl'one Df EliglaIId, but taken 
the mea[ures Dfthcrn ; and her pl'efent maje:Lly, in de­
pl'elling vice, and adv<l!1cing the union and \vealth, and 
encouraging the prowice and bl'<':very ,Qf the na~ion, 
they, might br this time have ~ecn capabk to have 
given laws, to auy monarch on elrlh ; but fpending, 
their tjrne. ill the pttrfuit of an åofolure m'onarchy' 
(contl'ary to. the tempel' Df the l1åtioD, and the ancienr 
confritution or the govcrnmcn:t) thro"aU, the meanders 
9f ftate craft: It has appart!ntly kept back the glory, 
and dampt all the mofr' noble attJ.irs of the nation. 
And when uoder the midwifry Df !l1achiavilan art,'and; 
eunning oEa daring prince, this mon~cl:, tyranny aud 
arbitrary government, was at laft juft'born, upon tIle: 
holding up of a finger! Ol' upon the leaft iignal given, 
ON the whole nation goes upon thi5 HYDRA. 

The very Ulme Df an al'bitrflry governmen~ 1s. re adj 
to putau EngliJhmans blood i,nto a ferrnentatioh ; but 
wheu it reany comes, and fhakes its whip over theil' eal'S,. 
and tells thern it is the il, maftel', it makC5 thein ftal'k' , 
mad ; and bdng of a memical genius, and inclined to 
to follow the court mode, they turn arbirral'Y too. 

That Come wl'iters, who have obfel'ved the govern­
ments and humol's ,of nations, thus diftinguilh the En-
glifh, , 

. The emperOl' (they [lY) is the king Df kings, the 
k,ing' Dr Spain is the king of men, the king of Fra'lce 
the king of affes, and the king of England the king Df 
dev!ls i for that the Eilglifo nation can ll\:vel' be bridled) 
.. . 
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and rid'by,anJtroitary prince., '~eitper call'ant chajn~' , 
put on by' difoptick a~d' al'bitrary meafures' hold i~ef~ 
l~gions. That' t~. condude this}lea, lfind not åmongft, 

- all the catalogues 'of heroes 'ti' worthy things in the 
Englifh ,empirt!, p~ers ~o th,<eFe ,undertaki!l'S; therefox:e \ 
~ve 'mua needs l:ånge iliem \vith' the al'bit'rary prin~es.of 
the earth, (fuehas the'gl'e~tCzat"or Ottoman monarchJ 
\vho have no other rule t'o'govern1>y, bm their OlV,n will. 
Andthe~efore under, thi~lm-anch of our difc,ourfe, an.d 
tJleir arbitr~ry meafures,'I iliallvC'llture to- ~nnex'the 
followin& ,thefes, as -c,ondun"l)s ·<fair.Iy de~u8:ed .from 
the pre.m1fes,- :tnd leave rhe!n. to Iconfld~·atlOn.:: ,'~ , 

1:hiffis ;1. Theyhaveout-king'd.;:aR-.,kiogs' .i>n~eart!l. 
'yhole ,prerogat~ves are boundea, and ·lhtii kingd.olMS 
governed ,by law. ,,' . ' 

ThijiS2. They have outbilhoptt all ':theblfhops 'of 
GreatBl'itain, ",hnn theythemfelves pavealted with futh 
lawlefsliberty, and left the bHhopsfetteredin th~ fuiiutes. 

ThcJis 3. They have.out-,pop't the popehjmfelfj'lvho 
IS head o.f an hiel'archy, f~pportec bycertain laws; aas 
and ordinances,for the mair.taining anharmony 91""Uni ... 
on' between .head and members, So in the next place, 
4.Wecome to furvey.thework cut out for this~ouncil. 

, Cato .that great and grave philofophcr, did commonly 
demand (when any.new projelt was propounded .unto 
him) Cui BOllo?or what good was like to enrue? Now 
in "this prefent bufinefs, the definition pretendsto inake 
·a fatisfaClory anfwer to fuch a quefl:ion, viz, In the im-

, ployment of this annual council; and '~hat is to enqJ.lire 
intothe cpndition of the, churches, and advife '[uch 
t~ings as.may befol' the advanta~e of otll"hoJyreligion, 

It is certain, con'udering the nature, of the creatUl'e·· 
,here formed, thel'e had needbe fome H emi/can 'labour 
affigned, Thofe who are purveyoUl's; and mu{t 'provide 
quarters, will bod it very chargeable, that it had neeu 
do very extraordinary bufineis.· As once king Jamcs the 
firn f.'Iid to a big"lim'd country fellow, who came tO' 
COlil,t to be apone!'; fome that knew him, told the-king 
how many bowl. full, amI. quarters of mutton he would' 
eat at ameal, fays the kiug to the fello",' , Y ou firrah) 
that eat fo much more than other men, jf vou cannot 
'", ". 

do (o much more work thanothcr men, by my fo'l 
(fays the'king) 1'11 hang y~)U, Sohel'e, there bad need 

, go a h:mMomc !toek of fman c,attle,and other e~l'cncCi 
•• 
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to maintain 'one feffions: that if ii: has confiden ce' . ti: c 

meet, and is treated' with an !>rdin,ary allowance,if it ' 
cau'e do ab~ndaDce of.:W~'rk, it,will be \Vafte chal'geS,. 

,-and great incumbermen t.,', , 
,Now;- if this be aU tliat is here propOfed.(in' my opi.;' 

nion) the creators are very uefeCl:ive in .their Ill'oporti­
ons; for tho'the work mendoned is in itfelf good work i 

"brit it's aH done already to their h~nds, ~hei''e is no- , 
thing of this riature negleCl:ed inNew-Englalld chui'ches i' ' 
at the leafi,no means or methods wanted; but as God ' 
[;1]5, jer. 5. 4. H What courd have' been done m'Ore for 
ml vineyard; that ~ have not done in it" ,:" may pi·oper.; 
ly be applie~ to tlie churches here, and;rIl fol' the ad­
vantage and good of bur ho1y religion; that, in' a word, 
the re is, no want in this country" unlefs it be the \vant 
of good and honeft hearts; and I ftippofe you have 
none ofthofe'to bequeath, Naf. i'S' 9. Upon the fil'fi: , 
view of, this fiupendo'us bufinefs, I was ready to fancy, 
whether Ol', no Y9U had d'ream' d of, or feen king H enrj 
the eighth a corning with his old cafe andqueftion,:whicIi 
involved the pope, his conc~aveJ and all tIle accademies ~ 
in El/ropc, and whethei' you were;gettinga migllty cafuifr 
ready, to take the kings confcience into, confidcl'ation? 
Or, whethel' you had news of. the old ,Ariali ,var, ~t!l 
breaking, ,out again, that you· ihould in' fuch liafte" 
(withollt citing other eltates for the aefence' of tlie king - . 
dom, but only by virtue of your p'rcl't;>gative) run up' 
fuch a fotmidable and cofrly redoubt? But if it be all 
come to this, and thel'e is no' nlore to do ; tIlan what' 
every pious andwife IDao does every day, every week" 
aDd evcl'yfeffi09s, it is even another fit or paroxifm of 
the mountains bringing fortll, ai the poet fay~, Par:: 
turiunt Montes, &c.' 
,B~t,to humor what would feem fcrious id tJie pro..; 

po[al;:-I PIall confider both parts of the w;ork diftinCtly.', 
The firftis,to enquire into the comlition of the chtirches '? 

AllflV. Now whether this precept, fo' full of f,veat· 
and fel'vitude, may not vie it for merit, as equal in paiqs 
with any of the great prelates in El/ropc, in their labo­
l'iouS'vifitations ; who when they comeinto fome capi­
tal town in the other part of theil' diocefs, alld be-ing 
tl'cated with the folemn formaJities of fumptuous (e,llh 
by th~ nQ~i1ity ilJlij ~entry in the neighbourhood1 and 

~y •. - ',' L· .. -
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ha\'ingij>~nt tli~:.~ig~ft. p~~~~f theirpafroratvr:fi't iil:grtit~ 
ing thc~!'eIves !lth· ho~~r and! fulltables ; 'at l~ft be.: 
gin the othel' part of thelr work,. and inquil'~ (poffibly) . 
how many pari{hes in this great town, and wheth'er' 
there be any chyr'!lrgeons, phyfidans or fchool-maflel's,. 
that do good to theirneighboul's withou~ licenee ? Or, 
whetJler ,there ce any nev Golgotha's to be: dedicated,. 4 

for the recurer' retreat of the dead to that plaet ? Or, 
whether ihe pal'ifh curates readfervice wdl~and obferve 
to time their particular Idf6ns; wii:ll the canonieal- days ? 
And efpecially,whcther thebellsare keptin good order ?, 
All ,,,hkh m~kes up a noble pieceof fervice, to l'equiie . 
a Cl'OWn or kingdom for the revenues of a barony t 
.And, whether it may be thollght, that aur. greitt' 
and yea;ly council, will come Cl w1!-itllehind the af01;e­
faid miniD:ry in thenrft Mlaft pal'toffervice mention­
eo'? And \\l11eth:r if they do but equal them, we mai 
not be thought to have ,made a wire fettlement? BUll 

no,withftanding wefh,allgrant, the proporal makes 
mention of a· chriftian duty; for that it occorncs aU 
men, who beae, a love to Chrift~ to, enquire ioto' the 
frate ofhis churches, both JOl' the manifeiHng thdr love 
to men, and direCtiog the il' prayers and gratitude t~ 
GOD. Th€l'efore, .. 

l. As to theii- oOl:tward and temporal frate, we m..ay. 
infonn ourfelves, by virtue of oeighb.oul'hood, by chrif­
tian travellers, and p'ublic letters 'of intelligence: and: 
thus we may ratioil~lly, and with v.ery good moral cer­
tainty know the ftate of the churches, Qoth in other­
countri~s and aur own; and thus. good N,ehemiah in­
forms hjmielf at ShuJhan, how it fal'ed with his breth­
],len at Jert/la/em, N~h. 1.2, 3. ' 

2. As to theil' moral'flate (whiclt confifls in their 
l?rofeffion, faith, .malmer of wodhip, dif~ipline and! 
wnverfation) this is difcovered· particularly., ,by their 
direCl:ories, confeffions of faith, platforms, l'ubrick, li­
turgics, aud other canonical fyftems; made public for 
that end, &c. And conl1dering, that whatever of this, 
n'ature is mceJfary. for the advance of religion, is weU 
adjufied, in this-country, it muft oeeds 'be bm a vairi re­
pet id(m, or fenflefs tal.ltology for a council to meet year­
ly or quartel'Jy forthis end,viz. To e~quirewhat news,. 
or whEthcr New-England's confeffion of ,faith isthC' 
fame this' year, '~ i! \Y!l~' !nil: ? Or whether·al}·thc - . . 
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. :dlurches, the.i,r manner of worlliip, is· this fal?bath as it . 
was tne other ? And as to their converfation (whiCll 
!l1ay feem to lie moft out of fight) Jufficient pfovifion 
made by the. prindples o(our wife platfo~m (for up­

Jlolding the communion of ehurehes) for OUl' inquiry 
and information here alfo. ,And,thus we. come to the 
otheq>art'of this good work~ viz. . .. 

2. To advifeCueh things as . may be for the advan-
tage of aur holy religion. '. . 

Anfwer. 9.?ery, Whether or no therebeen't pub­
lilhed weekly from the oracles of God (and that with 
great foundn~fs and zeal) more truth in iL dåy rhan' all 
New-England ~all praCl:ife in a long time after? And 
whethe1' all the ehurehes and the whole land are not 
honor'cl and addl'eft,' from week to week, -in fueh mea­
fUl'es by infallihle truth, if not by infallible men? 01' 
whethel' or no thefe metbods dont divulgethe whole 
mind of God to eaeh plantation ? 

Or, whe.ther thefe gentlemen have any feerets of 
wifdom" not yet made know-u ?" Or whelhcr they in­
tcnd to ferve the churehes, as fome great philofqphers 
and profound artifts in nledicine ferve the world, viz, 
fuch who carry fome great ine.frimable Catna!icrJ/Z to the 
grave with them ? . 

And whether they \Vill be thus hard hearted in re­
ligion, as the o~her are in 'philofophy, unlefs we will 
gratify them with this piece of prodigality here exaCl:- . 
ed ? I muft acknowledge I have Hede padenee towards 
tilde things, that under [uch a fpedous {hcw and prl'­
tence, fuch a direful cataftrophe ihould bi furowded ! 
I muft needs fay, its plainly fome of Joab's friendfhip, 
when he {pake quietly and peaeeably to Abner, fmiled 
in his face, as his friend, but ftabbed him to the he~u't, 
under the fifth rib, that he dropt, and died. _ 

But howevef, I fuall cndeavol', to refeue myfelf from 
all impatience, and with deliberation fum u p my anfwer; 
in an appeal to yout' own reafonsconcerningthofe feve­
ral cl'cated tl'ufl:s, which God has eftablilhed, and 
cloathed \Vitll .his own authoriry, every one of which is 
aCl:~d with gre;tt vigor, and fureefs ; and whether you 
thinkyou can do Ulore than all thele for religion? Ol' 

. Pl't:fcl'ibe fomething new whith they l1t\'er tho't of. As 
1ft. Civil authority, in two gt'eat brnnchcs. 
I. L~giilative power (that civit omnipotcnec)is do 
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jng-.:ery great,things for religion, by t,heir proclamati­
ons, and all penallaws enaCted for the cru1hing of im­
moralityand vice, arid alltheir wife and exaCl:-precepts. 
for the fl1pport of jtifiice and piety. They are apen ing 
many ~:vil channels, whereby they, are conveying judg­
ment, Juftice and righteoufnefsdown aur ftreets, from 
the great fountain. Nay, this great and dread affem­
f:>ly puts awe upon all mankind. And' the more daring 
and defperate are ke~t within' compafs, from a fenfe of 
this moft terrible feat of thunder hanging 'over ,tbeil' 
~leads, & upon c:very afl"l'ont ready to break in ftrokes 
~f vengeance .and woes upon them, efpecially if they 
gr!)W beyonq the reach of common law. 
" . And in ordinary cafes. 

, :2. The executive p~nver, or miriifters of the linv, RTe 
like a ftanding camp to awe, and a flying army to beat 
off the enemy; they have their fpies and fcouts out in 
every quartel' to abferve his mations, and break his 
meafures, viz. In the innumerable numbers of all forts 
of civil officers ; and thus by the fword of juftice they 
lmnt down fin, and impiety in the land. They are a ter­
)'01' ro evil men, and a praife to them that do well ; for 
the civil authority, by their wife andju~ precepts, iheii' 
pcrfonal anc ,naple examples and zealaus adminiftrati-
6ns, out-do Plato l1irriftlf with all his morai reafons ,; 
for they can tUI'D a Sodom inra a Sian'and keep Sion 
,tO be Sion evident 'by the hiftory and chronicles ot, feve­
J'al governments of God's ancient peoplc. Nmn Regis ad 
f:xemplu71l 'Totus Compo/litur Orhis, For chief rulers, by 
1hcir good or bad meafures, can make Ol' mal', km or 
pji'e a nation, in a moral fen fe. , 

2 'The chllrches. 
View once more, fl'om fome Iofty promontol')'. Ol' 

P!(gah, thofe goodly tents and tabcrnaclcs of Ifrael! 
Liften !' Is not God \Vith theIll, and the 1110Ut of a king 
amongft them? Are they not as valleys fprcad fOl'th, 
!lnd as gardens by the rivers fide, whieh the Lord hath 
planted? And yet, norwith {hnding, may wc, mnft 
we unde!-: your condnCt' bl'eak up their fences, to give 
thcm to another fort of culmre? Nay, confider wcll ! 
Are not the flowers better wed, and the weeas more 
kept down, than in moft of the inc10fures in the world, 
heIonging to the great hufband-man? And rnay you 
~ot (in reckoning up of means) allow:us pecuJiarly ti>, 

, 
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afcribe totheir gove.rnment, and other, of tIleii"mea; 
fures agreeing with the nature of it in dl'elling the 
ground ? But I will not enlal'ge this head; it is obviou s 
enough from theil' miniftry, from theil' faith, theil' dif­
dpline and converfations. 

. 3.' The 1l1lrferies of learning: . 
I. The inferiour fchools, where the Ieaven is laid hid 

and kneaded in the foft dough; Et Emollit m~reJ, nec 
Jillit 4Jc Icros, &c. ' " ' 

2. The college (that al'tillery garden ,.from w hence 
we receive our moft expert 10ldiers of Chrifl:, and 
whence Chrifr's troops are fllpplied with chief com-, 
manders, who lead on to ftorm the firong holds of the 
com mon enemy, and fecure our great ally, religion). 
this is the. feminary, of learning and virtue, and the fue­
cefs is almoft a miracle, unlefs for humiliation we ml! ft 
feeret the ~feat grace and gifts, of God whieh ·flow' 
from t.hat fountain, and are dif perf ed throllgh the land. 

!!(Jlery. Were "a counciLcaIled, of all the learnc(\ 
heads of the whole univerfe, c01:I1d they diCl:ate better 
laws, and advire. better meaful'es for the acqtlire'ment, 
of learning, the incl'eafe of virtue and good religion, 
than are in that royal province? ' .' .. 

4. The families of the country with theil' oeconomy 
and family religion; if we take a furvey of the, "{hole 
land w~ {hall flnd religion placed in the body' politick, 
as the foul in dse body natural. Nam dl Tota AI/itlla, 
ill Tota Carpore, et 'Tota in ~lIa/ibet parte; that is, the 
whole foul is in the whole 'body, and whele in evel'Y 
part. That wel'e any other part of the body or.ganized 
befides the hud, it would be capable to excl'cife reafon, 
&c. So religion is placed and exercifed in its principlcs, 
vinues and governments thl'ough the families of the 
country, fo many families fo many Httle fanCl:ual'icg, 

I do acknowledge, there is no general rule, bUrl1:ls' , 
its exceptions; but under this caution I may affirm, 

, thel'e is no fuch 'fpot of earth in the earthly globe (lo 
belaboured with family devotion, reading Gods word, 
catechizing and weU infirnfting youth, with nean\od 
"jrtuous examples •. and divine praycrs, 1/011 i'x [,dice, 

Jed ex Carde, not out ot books, but out of hrarts, t!le 
[olemnizing fabbatbs, and family attendanee on public 
means) as is New-England. ~1nJ if fo, then what oerd 
.~a"e we of thi~ latei\lveJltion] Tberefol'c ~o conclttde-, 
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I fuall, for'mY'.pa·rt, with t~e jealou$ latlo"On~ente.r,å 
. . c:autipn againft taki~g dow~·the (J.des of the' city, or 0.­

pen ing the walIs of ourSion to let il) thi(l'rojan horfe; 
·and let all Ifrael [.1Y, amen r F.or, bJ~ffed ,be ,Gqd, tho' 
we want to have our hearts renewed daily, but as f01' 
means, tho' .we have no glut, we have. ,plenty enough, 
and want no new inftitutions.··· . '.', . . . 

, 'We come now to meafure, and flnd out the time ap-
pointed for the council.. . , 
. l. Certahr,viz. Once in the yeår, at thdeaft, all the 

affociations in the country., andaccording to the inoft 
plaufible inteFptetation of the propofals, one or more 
lay·delegates fhalljoin and meet yeady and every year 
in thegreat aifemblies. . 
. Anfwer. As Auflhz filYS of time, Vivo il~ 7'cmpoN, 
Loquorde Tempere,fed Ncfcio quidfit 1'empus, I live in 
time, I fpeak o(tilDe, but yet.! know not what. time is. 
So I do hnagine, ·the diC\:atol's did nof well weigh time 
byexaCl: baJlance, in all its contents, fenfe and lnean­
ing, whcn they carved outfuch a hl'ge pordon . to this 
illegal claimer. Time is jufily efteemed ,precious, in 
l'elation to heaven.and grace, and alfo very valuable wi.th 
l"efpeCl: to the intereft of natureand thiS lif~. . There­
fore,eare ihouldbe.had, that it ben'tfqi.landered a­
:way waftfully; Our,naturallives, healths and honor, 
.families and eftates ai"e all very Jignificant ,and coftly 
tiiings, and theil' :dependenee is mueh _on the ,well huf-. 
'bandingof time,infomueh t.hatiu'hard,&penurious di­
mates, the inhabirants 'had need,be:veI'Y favlng:of ;time 
fOl" the fUPpOl"tof allthefe great interefts,anu efpeci!lUy 
feeing therels fo muchitime ~lready fet off for religion. 
As, I. The fevemh part of tilDe is afiigneJby the wife 

~uthor of tilDe, and' that well improvcd, will do In.uch 
for tpe fuppo!'t of religion. . . . . 

~t • There' are great proportions (ou tof the time Ieft 
to our difpofe) frankly bequeathed for the,good of re­
ligion) as. in courts, ehurches, college, 1ehool, families, 
clofets, aild in many-other facrcd intervals, breathjng 

. {pelIs, from the, hurry of bllunefs, to render men mere 
fcdate and heavenly (called tilDe' out of [eafoo) and all 
for the ferviee of religion ; then, to add and make ,this, 
offering alfo, without a divine man date, is but a work 
of fuperarrogat~on or fupe.rftition,and fo.will ,provcDot 
~nrr a needleis, bUl aq extravagant viaim. . 

•• 
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Ahd1flot'eo~er; to add ajuft aggravation or t"o, f.,' . 

fet fcirrhdie, evilin the impofition, liliall, ,vith them, 
conclude th'e plea.· , , ' , 

Aggtavation~. Is t;tken from the gre.at and fufficienc: 
cal'f!' arid proviiion made by the 15th and 16th chaptel'$ . 
of oUt· platfol'm, for th..! convening ofoccafional and 
needful councils, for the fel'viCe of the churche.s, and 
flipport at religion up?n all emergencics~ Then what 
netd we throw away fo many years of time at a-ventur/O, 
as is hete tendered in the propofa1~before our neceflities ' 
or occafions call' for th~ expence; unlefs we would i.ll , 
imitation of the Rh()dian Co/afs,' or Egytian, ,PyramidsJ 

ereCl: a monument of aur vain:glory and' pride, more, , 
than of aur pruden~eiPolicy or duty; , 

A~gtavåti(m IL Is raken from the great aff'ront,real 
and r~tional, done to empire'. . 

l. Real, In making thus bold, .. with·, the time and' 
eftates· of 10ya1 fubjefu. ' 

2. Rational ; For let us but confidel", that about tl}ree 
lmndred men (gown men, andJword-men} with t'}'ice, 
the number of attendan~, which will make up near :1, 

thouf.'lnd ftrong (and, all well)iOl:~d 'aild ,provided) to. 
be .muftered, no man living o'n ear-t-h can Ilen for w hat,. 
cannot be weU refe.pted by crowned heads; thofead~; 
mirel's of order:' That. the proj'eCl: cal;ried' on, may:" 
breed jealoufies in. the. heart of, our prince, left· that , 
Ket, Cade, SlrtJ,w or rykr 4ave pitch't u'pon an oakof 
refol'mation, again, with an in tent to over-hawl the go,:, 
vernment, &c.· And efpecially feeing the crown \Vås. 
never advifed of a,nyf~ch,thing (as is propofed) by the 
regular forms of empire. Thel'e is cianger of lofing) 
our time, and the credit of our loyalty to§cther; .that 
all things confidered, the beft waywiIl be;: for us tO', 

keep well, whilft we are weU; and,therefor.e let ever}!' . 
man and fodety be advife~ to:improvetbeil' time wifely, 
keep in tbeil' poft, and honeftly ftudy to do their owa 
hufinefs, which God, law and re gular. fettlements has.' 
intrufi:ed them with ; and wc may then hope things: 
will ga well with us, arid aur holy',religion. . I. , 

2. Uncertain, viz. When the creators pleafe, and can 
agree, for the more pal'ticular'time' is ~ft Ieft to the 
determination of each aifodation,as tlIe propof.'lI aflirms. ' 
And tllUS we are left very uncel'tain, when, whcre, or" 
whcther it will eVe); be ;10 that I perceive, YO\1 have IlIS 
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. ' great dependance upon it, neither muf1: we':"The -jYif-
dom of civil government hat4 ariothel' fort Qf condnCt.­
SUl:h)hi~gs are not left to ~ifcretion, for that would be, 
iridi(cl'etion, and, the \vay to turn the ,world in to a bed­
bm, or the dwelling-place of' mad) inen. .And in .the 
cxample pefore us, fuppof~ the "arbitrators (when the 
'luefiion for the time is propounded) ihotild -difrer , and 
hqtly difpute the matter; and fome iliould plead; it 
was b,dl to be inthe winter, and [.>me in the fummer ; 
fome argue for· the fall, and ·fome' for ,the {pring, at-, 
cOl'ding as every mans :temper leads hhn; and-at laftjre-, 
ferring it to a m,ajority of vbkes; iliould tliey (for want ' 
of an od,d man) loek it 'by all' equalvote, \'and fo keep . , 
it like a game at ehefs, for feveral yearS" on the tabley . . , . 
and neither !ide get the maftery; we may then 10 our 
difireffcs hollo\\' whilft aur throats ach,& no help comes;, 

, før they have voted"themfelves faft (like tw.o b~cks in. 
their own horns) and can't ft11' for our ·z'elief. 

-6. We niufl:," according to promife, make'Jome en­
q\!iry, whether dus council is to meet, or for the place 
of meeting ?, , ." ' 

I It isheld in opinion, .that cafl:les in the air, and im­
material fubftances do' notoecupyplace; philofophy 
affigns them no more then a U ~i, 'where. many may: 
exift inPunC10 Indivifibli, or on the point of a nec dIe ;, 
a~d if this council is (as I apprehend it) belonging to. 

, that conjugation' or catalogue of beings, it will then 
have this privilegebelonging to it, viz. There will be 
no houfe to bu ild, nor houfe rent to pay. ' 
, 7. Wc come now (in the laft place) tO con!ider irs . 

'maintainance, by thl'ee queries. . ' 
, Ifl. ~Iery, Whether :the churches in th~ir ex­

pirillg, mull (as all criminals do). pay for theil' own 
execution, and their eftates be confifcate, and referved 
as a fund, yieldinga certain ftipend pel' allnum, to fup-

, port !heir executioners ?" . ' 
2d. ~Iery, Whether thecontingent fees of the fef­

fions, or the free and voluntary contribution of ' 
clien'ts, may be thought a mediulll fufficknt? Or, ... , 

3d. ~uery, Whethcr it mufl: not be 'herr, as it is in 
fome, dvil cafes,' under··,the cognizance- of --a very, 
peateable and good", natured • juftice, that fol.~" the 
healing -of a dilference amongfl: r.eighboul's, adyifelf_ 
them, to ag~ee~ &<;. jlnd ro l~t eve!',! ~llan ~ca·r 'ld~ 
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, 'But hbw itis, or which \Vay they intenø 't6 raife.:t 
fu PPOi·t; fou ftan~ing cC?Jlncil" ye.a-t·1y;; and every yem' . 
I cannot nnd '- out, ; tb e're is no ftipend ~ fettled, 0'1.'" -

provifion made, in the canons, ,whic,h give it being. " 
It i~ certain, in' the hiftory of Gods ,v-orks, he nrft 

makes his' houfe, &c. then furnifhes his table widt , 
great varieties; and then invites his ~efts; artd maltes 
them welcome; and fo it is witl! 'all reglilar cre\lted 
efficients botl! rational and na~ural ; bm il1'~his fclierne, 
the~'e is nothing 'done for tlie fupport of the new bom' 
infant; btit.Iike a run-away dam, you Ieave it tb the ' 
mercy'of the heavens. But poffibly the relief is fiored, ' ' 
up in your creating.' pO'Yer;,' fo ~ha:t if ~h-e charitable 
churchcs, \Vill but nnd a cradle for the firfl: night, and 
naturaliU it, you \V~ll by )'our cre~\ting fiat, foon find 
a fortune, if all the tythes i~ the provincl:: \ViII'do it. 

Thus, accordi,ng to engagenlent, wy have paff..: d t hro· ' , 
t~e feveral, heads, relating , t(), the i,l:anding' council, 
and I think: by tbe Anafjfir,: it i,s fufficieptly refolved 
into its nrft notI:tiilg'; and therefore in what remai ns, , 
I {hall be mor,e brie~ ~n myanfwer. . /' 

SeC!. Il. HAT to this ~nd,thefe aff'ociated 
, ' paftors,'withtheir refpeCl:ive eh1:lrChes 

{hall confociate and combine.' , 
AIlJw. There is ',plainly an HJ'Jlero'J and PrateT-on" 

(a prepolterous fpeech,:or mifl'lacing of terms, paftor$ , 
and churche~) in this feCl:ion; ,and t40' in r~et6rick it 
breaks ila great fqual'~s, ye~ in p6}iticks,whel'e the 
jult pou~dar~es 'of gO,v~rnmentsare to be (et out, the 
rnif-placing' (ame gteat ,words" roa)', ruffie th'C'whole 
fcheme,; (o that ,according lo the more wa .. y idiom of 
our _church"gc?v~rlf!lllen~, it {hould'be written thus, VIZ. 
The refpeaive: ~h1,lrches, fuall confoci~te and,combinc;:, ' 
andtheiF p~fi<?r~ fuaJl attend and mioifid',':as theit, 
~uty:.~oes{)bligethem. ", :,', " " 

Sc!1. Ill. , Ccordtng tO ~h~t ftas been by tbe: 
.. : , fy~odsof 'th~fe, chui"ches, recbn-,.. 

lPended, ~hai they aCl: as' corifoci<Hed ',c1.}urches, in all, 
holy watchfulne{sand l1eTp1ulriefs,to.wat4seach,otJ,ler-... : 

, 

An.j'v,J. rftu~ ,the 'R01li~ll (~e~?'ral~ i's 'vel:Y hOnLwablf' • 
for hIS gre at pltY. to tbe'lfr~l~!ltes,' 10 many exampks 
that fell,intohis handS; but aU : Ihis while' he ",:ts i ri ' '. " \ .' 
~ege of tha~ fa,mous, tgwn":ind' t~nlpl~t, and ddign~d 
to root tl?-eI!l out Qf houfe ~Ild home, Ol; fubje(l: (hem 
to the ~ercy and pti:afur~',M a coriquerof. ' , 

, , 1\1 • 
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... ,So hex:e. ·Tho' you fmile up on us, tn l'etiting fo'me 
of.the pl'inciples o~our.' own_governme~lt;_ (for which 
we 'thank, you (yet fri,!l we" muft ob,ferve the noife.,f 
your' mattocks,t1lat we may meet \Vith your tt~nchesJ. 

, 'fal' you are fiill eanying on Jour works, and undt:t· ,. . . ... . 
mlnJog us., 
&Ef. 'IV. 

, 

, 

• 

T is pl'opounded, as-that whieh from OUI7" 

beginn;ing, has been r~cotnmended, &c; 
AI:!w. ou fe,em to i'diett· upon our beginnings" . , 

with a finglllar air and-afpeCt, when you flnd liny: 
word or- paffage, that ,falls in whb. your defign, as thO" 
you were fenfible thofe tl1ings 'rhere very ,argum~n­
tative and hindin ~; and' indeed ,they are' fo. 'fhen 
why can't voil. fall in with the whole fettlemcnt, a,nd 
1ay to you~'{elves;, what need' we, {tand' puzling oui' 
heads for new/ fchernes about chul'ch-government'? 
'fhere is one from o~r beginnings, that is compleat, pe-
ing adjuHed by thcdaws ofhonor and affigns to all par-
ti.c:~ theh' due, and' gives' to officel's rule, power and 
lionol" enough ; therefore .let us,.now we al;e met,order' 
a new ilflpreffion, and fo break up. ,For alas, al as t 
What need you, like the thievifh hird; pick he re:; and 

, thel"e a ftraw or a feather in our yar-ds, tO build a new 
.. neH: ? or now ana then gather up a ~ernal, or a grain 
, out of OUT nrft fruits ? The whole ,plalltation and crqp 

- is: yoms, if you pleafe to make ufe of it; and it will be 
YOUl' li~elih,ood, as' i~ has been hitherto; only y~u muft 
re01ember tO 'pay.the quit ... l'ent, aS, honorable tenants~ 
and not take rfelves to be lords of the mannor. ' . 
, ScEf. V. ,HA. T the affociation fuall direCt, whel1 
',' there is occafion1 'Ifor this council to 

con-vene, on any emerger.cy, and fhaU direCt whethcF 
th~ whoJe, Gr only acertain Qumber of thefeconf?ciated 
paftors and:'churches fuall convene, o n-fuch: occafions._ 

AI/fluer. The beg~d prero~tives of elel'gr-men, 
come fo thick in this place, and fillell fo {hong of the, 
popes eoab andkitchen, where -his broat~s and., J'e~ 
frol'atives are preparedj that they are enough to ihangle 
afree-b6i'n~~nglifh man, andmuch more thefe thurches, 
that have lived in fuch'a dear air, and under fUGh 'en­
lUl'gements 'fo-Iong a time; For indeed, (forfooth)-

/il>.ur feore years has brought (not our hogs) blH) olir 
, innocent flock to a fair ,market, if it is (Ol1le to thi~, 

t~,;it clergy.men may buy and fell tJ~em (as the Romans. 
, . <fid tb,e Jews} tJl,irtl for a penny, Ol; at lean [ar,_ prø, 
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-and con" anhelr pleafure, upon alLthe high immuni· 
ties and,ant'ient liberties of the'churc_~es, lyon-li~e 
{\\1ho cJaIms the whole pl:ey, and leaves,;uo f4-are,to his 
allies;vel: AEJum efi de Amidtia) ,all iS'- mine (fays he) 
or fal'cweJl' fl'iencHhip, '.' " .", ' 

Sea. VI.. T appc,ars agl'eable with the prefeni: 
" ' conditionof aur: ehul'ches, andJrom 

our begimling acknowledged, that nO aCl: of the COUll­

cil is to be ,reckoned, concluded and deGdve, for which, 
the re- has notbeen ,theconcurrence. of tIle major part 
of the paftors therein concerned. . , ~ .' 

AnJwer.· [. The fpecific~ting aCl:, that impowers, apy 
member for., an eecleliaftical -council, is the ehurches 
eleaiou 'or delegation, according .to·our :government ; 
fo that the members fent, are invefted with the power, 
aud reprefent thofe who fend them ; The officers have 
no more, of this power devolved upon them, t~an,any 
member, and· the re fOl'e can -challengeuo more right (as 
elders) in a major or in a negative vote, tInn any others, 
as is very apparent in all reprefentative bodies ; ther~­
fore all aCts IlJuft be· determin'ed by the majority of the 
whole, as in tlle hpufe of commans, tho' made _up of 
men of.,many'·dj.fferent characters, when in their own 
(ountries, both as to theil' trufr, learning and wifdom, 
Kne! othe!' diftinguifning qualifications ; yet the meanett _ 
man th,e.re has as great ra force and powcr in his vot~ Ol" 
fu1fel'age, liS the beft man in the hqufe, for ihat they 
all cqualJy l'cprefent the nation, one man as much as 
another: So ia this cafe rfor that the chul'chesand 
Gfficers were never yet fioee Ne~u-E/Zglami Hood, held 
or aecounted two diftinCl: eftatcs in an eccfctiaftical 
council. Therefol'e, . . . 

2, You'r chalJengc plainly-deGiles your intention, 
that is tonuU the power of the chmches, . and fet Hp ~ 
yourfelvcs, as th~ fubjeCl: ~r fountain of a fuperintend­
ing po\ver. And theo, ifthc chmches may llave fo mueft 
favOl' as torepl'efent themfelves by their lay,~elegatts,in 
:lo coun~ilyoulh;tll fee meet to caU, Y01,l mufi: necds 
allow them tO be a diftinCl: houfeanc! eihte; And iiio, 
then YOll muft grant them the privilegeof n n,ajor'"ote, , 
as welt as ym.lrfelves, and fo norhing can bo am-cd bue .. 
by theil' compliance alfo. But I muftacknowledge, I 
have no ,plenjpot~nt,iary POWCl' to fettle nrtic!cs of agr~e:- ' 
ment, fOl' the 'infringing :tuy- of the rights of die chur· 
ches .. -,aud thel'efol'e IDUft -dl'lW ilp l~Y m,emorials OF 
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• 
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complaints Qf:incrQachments upon" ancient Unes'an,1! 
I 'bOllridaries, ,and fo l~avCl:-~h~m; \ , '" 

, 

" BeEf. VII. determinations of the counciIs, 
, .. .' " : thuli pro,viped for the neceffities of 

" the' c'hurehes" ..: 
, 'Anjo L~t aoy man read the (5th an,d 16th (!hapters 
of our platform; and then judge; 'whether the n~effi~ 
tiesof.hefe churches are fo 'urgent as this pl'opofal, 
with too 'mueh falacy -inuriuates, or whet~er they are 
anyways in EJails {haits, whothought he might fell 
his birth·right for a' mefs cfpottilge, if not to fave' his 
life, yet to ifyhis'p5!evHh:and diftrufiful hunger.;' 
, SeC!. F a paniculal' chul'ch will not bl! re· 

claimed, &c. ' , ; 
AnJ.whole long fe8:ipn is the third way of the 

communion ofchurehes, laid out in the 15th chapte1' 
of our platform, almoft Totidcmverbis, or, in fo' many 
words. And whetbev or no the anne:x;ing fome (jf the 
principles ålld ru les of OUl,' vindiCl:ive and more, public 
juft:ice to the fcbetne, ,\Vill fuffieil!ntly atone for tbe dif· ' 
folueion of the whole frame, whichis intended by yoUI? ' 
.' C O Ne· L U S ION.' 

HESE propofals were aifented to b the delegates of 
.. the a1fociation, met accol'disgto ormer agreement 

at B······ t Sept. 13th, 1705, to be eommunieated. 
, ,AliJ. Thc,chureh of England has been \Vont to look 
upoo Us as men out of Otlr wits, therefol'e tht:y term us 

, phanaiieks, or mad·men,but.much more now. ,Whai! 
for men to brcak from tlJ,e government thev themfelves 

"have eftabliflll!d by canfent and praCl:ice, and arb,itrarly 
to rally toget-her, and draw up a dil'eful fentence (if not' 
in tel'ms, yet in intent) for the diffolmion of a country 
full 'of the beft churches of Chl'ifi in the world, and then 
(as it were) \lpon the bold found of a trumpet t to excite 
others to ratify the deild will'rant,in order to execution ! 
What can ihis import ol'1'ignify in the thoughts of con­
iiderate men, but a vertigi/lOlJS brain? We might have 
Jearned better, and more c<lution, fJ'om \hat morhel' 
chureh of the nation, if n~t from common rtafon ; for 
though the fovercign confides in the loyalty of the En· 
glifh c\crgy, yet to maintain thegrandure ,of govern· 

, ment, and Ieee p in good repair that common 'lenee, 
. whieh keeps every man in his ftation, thereforc, ae'eord· 
'ing to tbe law and cuf!:om of England, the convocation~ , 
both the higher and lower hOllfe of that ku'ned an~, 

• , 

, 
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. auguft all"e.mbly,lleither .d.ebate.s: n_o~·Jl'\1rifa~~:a1}Y. ~l\t· 
ter vihatfoever,but what our fovereig-n.:by" co.nlmiffiOp' 

, exprefiy, alloweth:Of,accord~~g: to .!ils. P~~'I"i>ga11ve;' fo 
that cert,aifilY to acquitr~urf~lves ;for ~ife 'i?,~?' yql1 
fuould have done no lefs (m Il matter of futh welght"& ... 
moment) thal)' have petitiqre"d'~he_p'ubJic authority for 
comin.ifiion, befcire you:had .. ventur-ed thus.fal',. . 

Objctl, But poffibly fQme may fay, , We h.ave petiti.:. . 
onec authority to "eftablifh.our touricils, fince ,\ve have 
drawn thein up in form: '., . : . . . .... 

Alij. This,is to:be p,\;epoflrous, and agre~s wit1I that 
illegalway ofha~girig men ;uld thenjuqging',them ; .but 

. however, it feerns' they-t.urneø a deaf ear'to your de- " 
maI)ds ; and well tbey might,for ~hey are too wife me':! 
to alter the laws of the provi~ce, long cufto~s al1d·or­
derly fettle!Dentsof the ehu.rehes to gratify 'an jmp~icit 
faith in the ftark-naked IpJc" Dixits ofany llll:!n';' that 
unlefs you can produee a mandal1lus from t~l~' ~rQwri, 
or a p~ecept from a'higher court,:which by its' divihi: . 
authority.!hall awe and dirt;cc them, yqu'm;t"y alwayex:- .. -
pea: fuch entertainm.ent in YC;)ul' prec;trious ~qdre{fes; , 
for moft ~ertain.ly you ,beg at the w.i:ong ·daOr. For 'yon 
bcg without a. brief. .. -' . . - '-. . 

To'.be commended to the fevel'al alrociated minifters 
hi the feveralparts ofthecoun"try,tobe dulycon~de·r~d. 

AnJ. And why not eommended to 'the'g'enerålcourr, 
as has been the cuftom of 9ur beginnings, &c. or. \vhy' 
not commended nextlyto thefeveral churcl1es ?By the ' 
queftion prcmofed; the comfort, fupport, :l;nd ·well. be­
ing of the re 'churches was peculiarly pretended,-thell" 
why might not they be nextly. advifed with,. for theil' 
approbatiol1' or .efteem ?\ Fol' if you intend it for 
a new- fuit, or change of apparel, or a fet' of' armoui:' 
fOl' this army in banners,. it muit be the only way to try 
it on, it being now fo near finifuing; and'if it be done 
work-man.like, you will have the· credit and they the 
comfort of it ; but if it prove tooftrait·laced, or {hou!d 
they feel themfelves a~ David in Saul's coat of mail,and 
Ihould !brug at it, and fay; we cannot go in thele, wc 
have not proved theOl; yet thev mar thl'oW all by and -
keep to their own old fuit, whi~ i$ not yet half wprn, 
and the. worft come to the worft, 'you may by any h. w-
ful writ l'ecover yOUl' wages t!!f .thOfe who fet you on' . 
wOl'k to blow at this forge., ' . 
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. , ',;rhat fQ wh,at ,~ay be judgeu (<:lr the fervice of6u'r· 
'(jlp.;:AT J.ORD, ~nd his holy chul'ches. ",,' 
,:!1Ii].w,. youaclmowledge,.and fo do f, tlm thefe are, ' 

'holy !=hurches, ,apd (thr~>ugh ,the 'grace of their grdt 
,Lord). they being fo; ',thell wlty 1hould ,they be inte'r-
1'11pteu in theil' government anddifcipline; which has f 

,beena peculiar means for the advance and proll1oting , 
.~oliners,amorig tlj~~?, They are ihia in their govern­
':plent' ;:ctiri(l\~s, yet 'charitable in the1r admiffions ;, in 
,the eleC1:ionof all, officers, ,they are ~iee, eautious, ju­
dicious, and in th,e mainhitherto very fueeefsful. Tbey 

, are eagle-eyed tn theirwatch; du ly hot1 and impartial 
in theil" proeefs , and ex..emplarj aas of juftie.e ; and fg 
dependent ~lnd free from arrogance,' that thcy' ric­
Ji.:n~wledge themfelves aeeountabk under' the eye 'of 
the confodation, for' theil' 'ad'miniftration ; and freely 
and without eovin, re'nde1' an acc'ount of theii' aaions~ 
",:~~are willing to receive advice, & c.. Then \Vhy !houla _ 
you cdifturb them?' ,,' " 

y 9U åcknowledge tbem to' be holy ehurches, and 
you may well! Th~~ certa~nly they are, the bethelsj' 
where God dwells ; 'and from his grace' arid prefence~ , 
Jo HIufirious ,in ~hem,whY'mayn'twe conclude, God. 
has faid, this is my reft,foi' ever, hel'e will I dweIl, f01' 
l have defii'ed it '? And will then anygo'od man have 
an hand hl pulling down there 'tabernacles of the Al­
mightf? No 1 l~ather let evel'Y man involved, fay; as 
'~llice Job' did, I' will'lay my hand upon my mouth ; 
once have I fpoken, but I ,vill not an[wev ; yea, t\Vice; 
bud will proceed no further, leil: I am found fighting , 
againft God ;' for it)s' mofi certiiin, all men will flnd' , ' 
lhemfelves over-m;\tcht in fuch a war. 

, . , Be proceeded il!. ' , 
Aurw,: I think WC are pr{)ceeding in the be!'.: method ' 

~e C:lll for thej'refen.t, for the ferviee of the[e eh urehes. . 
That is to u\y, the criminal propofals .being now at, the 
bar, and having been illdiCted upon feveral ftatuteS; 
andevidence for proving matter of faa, belng legal 
&. fufficieot,the cafe is no\\" to_bedelivered to the greåt 
jury of trials;viz. The impartial reafon of the churches, 
and there having bceri nofuch de ed done, or feen,' from 
the day that this good pe,4lple eame up oUt of the land, 
'from th~ other fide o~ the great fea, unto 'thi~ day,cQ'n­
:tider'of it, take advice and fpe~ yOU1' ,mi,uds,' Jlldg; 
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, And upon due deliberation, if under the conduØ: oE ' 
law and reafon; you'{hal~ bring in guilty ; then I petitio{ 
on for the: Cl'own, tl1at juftic e 'be done in thjs followintl 

., . .' , . . 
manner, not by bamfument, præmumre or , perpetual 
imprifonment ; 'but that the propofals he fentenc'd to , 
die the,deathof herr.:.icks, and thei~,afhes, be 'expofed ' 

-
, 

to ihe foul' winds; that the who}e fcheme, may, be­
yond all hope of retrieve;' be loft in oblivion. 'And 
let the ch1;Ir'ches, according to tneir platform, recover 
and main~~~n theil" autho:ity, libert,ies ~nd luftre, fl)' • . 
lang as the fun,and moon fu,all contmue, 

The date, , November the 5tE' 1795. ..' 
AnJw, ~ldfed! Tbrice blefi'ed day! ,Uphold and,' 

'maintain thy matchiefs fam~ in the kalender of time. 
and let ,no darknefs Ol' fhadow ,of'death ftain'1he ; let 
thy hor~zo'r1 comprehend \vhol~ conftellations of favor~ 
ab!e and aufpicious .ftars, refleClirig a benign influence, 
on the Ellglijb,monarchy. And upon ev.ery' remrn,iri , 
thy' anniverfal' 'drcuits, keep an induIgent eye open, 
and wakefn! upo'n allthe'beauties (from the throne to-
the food1:001) of ~hat rilighty empire r, ,', 

And whenitis thy misfortune to co~ceiveampnfier~, 
, which roay threaten any part of the n:itions' glory, ret . 

it come crippled fmm the ~omb, qr' elfe travd' in 
bil;th ;tgain, whh. fome r.oble hero, or inviricible:, -
Hcrcuhu, who may conqner and confound .it. ,'- . 

T'he la) binding vote.' , " 
, At an afi'Qciation mecting, the f6re~goixig ,propofals.' 

, were read, anå a{fentea to, ' " , ' , ' 
,'AllfoJ), Whethel' for a fmaU junCi:o ,of gentle:men,. , 

without being orderly called (a,s a co'mmittee' of ,vife -
and learned' men to furvey lin old government; and 
make their report) by ,any filpreaxriauthority'; for 
them of theit· own heads, to meet and draw tlP articles, 
againfi:, and in hnitation of tbe liigheft and mOfl: regu-, 
hr ftate on earth ; to vote 'up a fcheme'of their OWIl; , 

i!lventing, and therebj figB the cond€mnation of, a. ' 
g:avt! ecclefiafticalgovernmenr, which has heen ad- , 
juftcd by the rules ofequity. and honol', and for the, 
fccul'ity of all perfons and parties intercil:'ed and invol-
vcd, and regtilarly feuJed· and eftabliilied· by, all tbe 
churches in the province ; and owned råtityed,,' and 
110110red 'by the-civil authority of tlle empire; and 
ern.il1ciHly blejfed by God" thl'ough a long ferjes anci 
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fu'~c~~ofi'o.f:yea~s' ; ~~ww.~ethei: fu:cIi;a:da~in~ ~Ng~ i 
as, thlS, can be ,placed under 'any ?f the toplcks ~f po~ ,l 
'litic!l~ J)1'" moral wifdom, either of the fea!-" of Go'd';) , 

.' allegiance , to, thei,l"prin.ce, or love t?' tOeir,c,ountry ~;', 
, 6r wg,ether or 'no' they ~on't for thelr defiance t~' fhe' 

churches, in this'bold,an<l terrib1;'vote) rather mei-it a' 
page in' th\! ch~obides of tilDe; and [here iq capltaC' 
)~t[e!"s, be.- wdtten,not.. an affociation of wife, bui; 'a'~ , 

• faCtion of diford~ly, &c. an~ iO)politic m~n.~:, " , ' 
, r'he infrodliEfion' to p~rr91lal figili'iig; ." 

p' RES', E N T. . ' , , 

, ,A,zj'U).,A..coundi of -war, (by adjoiirnmen~ .,m~t,: 
witb,out, c()mn:i$9n), confulting 'the moft p'laufi~le viåY,.' 
tb b19'VUP the walls of our Zion. 'But whe~'~ :t!i.e~ 

,pla,ce ,was, or, the perfonswho were prefen~ ~n thl(. 
, l'and,ezvouze, iliall never be told by me, unlefs it becj!:," 
'totte,cl py, the, ,rack, AU,d tho' l have endeaYOlire(: 
wlth ,: fl'eed9in of argument tO fubvert the error, I will' 
11ever ftairi th~ir perfdnal glory" by repeating OJ," calling", 

, over the inufter~rol1. ,'(" ,.' 
" rheIefore, as Noah's fons cafl::l 'garment uP9.n.!heil' j:: 
-fatlier~ nake,dnefs, ro (leavingthem in the crowd) t~eir .. 
'Dam~s ;((01' ine) {hall repofe under a mantle of hODora-,' 
bie pity anclJorgetfulnefs.: " - , ,: <' 

Yet wifhi~g 'they roay never more harbo~r fp~h,," 
thoughts, 9r pro mote rUdi a deugn a,s is projeCl:ed' by' . 
theG:, ,propofals ; but hereafter whep temptation m~k~s ' 
its :ligna!,' let them ~athcr 'tref~lars upon gravit:y,~y: . 
follow1ngthe hounds in the forr~ft, or by a ,more, ful<, 

, mifliveand roodcl'ateway (to bafHethe eneq1y,:~n.d w~ar:, ' 
o~the: impreffion) let them wrh,e on tIle g~9,uI!.q, pr' , 
\V~th the famous Domitian, fpend ,the-,time in :~a:tcl~~ng -:'" 
fiies, rather , th:m contrive how t9 fubvert,' or' alter ~~~'. 
government in the churches, by (tidl difpotick i,neafure!l,' 
rofpecially in an empire and province fQ' charmed lvith . 
fuch inchantinglibcrties aS our~ ',are'~ , For' otherwi[e : ' 
they may chan.ce to bring, if ~ot 'an old, a new houte.' , 
llpon .heir h~ads,according.)o that faying,Dcbile fimda-r 

, 

, 

" 

A'work if done~a:rid nofoundatioli laM, ,,' 
Falls qn the WQr'k-inellS head; thils ihtfare paii!: 
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