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DISCOURSE, &Jc.

"w—

‘Rom. xv. 4th.

:Whatfoever things were written aforctime, were written
Jor our learning. '

THE things, mentioned here as wrfit-
rten aforetime, are the fcriptures of the Old Tefta-
‘ment; the only anciert writings which Jefus Chrift
.and his Apoftles committed, as having been given
‘by divine infpiration, to the keeping of the church.
Accordingly, on their authotity, the books of Mofes
and the Propneis are received by all chriftians as the
‘WORD OF GOD; and carefully read for their edifi-
.cation and- comfort. L

The authenticity of thebooks of the old Teftament
‘has been queftioned by feveral ‘in almeft evety age.
Of late they have been attacked with the greateft .
afperity, asnot only of no authority. or ufefulmefs, but
as having a very pernicious tendency. It has been
faid, they deprave the moralsand corrupt the heart;
while, to call them The word of God has been boldly
pronounced in the -higheft degree derogatery to the
Supreme Being, an impeachment of his goodnefs, a
fatire on his wifdom, and alibel on his juftice. o

In this difcourfe, it is not my intention to touch
.on that train of argumentation by which itis proved; *
.that the feriptures of the Old Leftament were given
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by infpiration of God. The text evidently leads me
to difcourfe of their utility. ¢

No man is able to believe, that the Creator of
the world can be the author of a trifling, cruel, or hurt-
ful production. Until, therefore, we are well convinced
of the ufefulnefs of the ancient Jewifh writings, our be-
Lief of their divine original muft neceflarily be weak
and flu¢tuating.

In difcourfing from thefe words, Whatfoever things
were writicn afor:iime, were wwritten for our learning,
I propofe, with the blefling and afliftance of God, o
endeavour to point out the great utility of the fcriptures
of the old Teftament; and then dire& to the practical
improvement of the fubjed.

. Iam to endeavour to fhew the great utility of
the Jewifh fcriptures, called in our Bible /e Old Tefta-
ment. -

Here a very extenfive field of inveftigation opens.
"To do juftice to the fubjet my abilities and means of in-
formation are far fram fufficient. But when infidels,
- with foul afperfions, deride the word of God, and igno-
- rance of its contents gives an edge to their otherwife
harmlefs fneers, an attempt, however humble, to throw
fome light on the fubje&, will not furely be deemed un.-
feafonable, nor can Idoubt the indulgence of my reve-
xend Fathers and Brethren, if my fenfe of its importance
carry this difcourfe confiderably beyond the limits of
an ordinary fermon.

I fhall not trefpafs on your patience by mentioning
any of thofe truths taught in the Old T'cftament, which
might have been difcovered without its aid; but confine
my atcention folely to a few of the things which never
could have been known but by divine revelation: Ifay,
a iew of the things, becaufe it is hardly poilible to par-
ticulafize all the inftru&ive lefions it contains in a vo-
lume.ofa fmaller fize. And, in order to be as plain and
Antelligible as poflible, I have arranged what occurs in
the following particulars,
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ift. It is from the old Teftament we have any
diftin knowledge of the Creator and of Creation.

Perfons, who are unacquainted with the hiftory of
knowledge among the Gentiles before the Chriftian
ara, and have never examined their philofophy, will
fcarcely believe, that the people had no fort of concepti-
on of the origin of this world. To have mentioned in
their hearing the Almighty Maker of heaven and earth,
the only true God, would have fired them.with the moft
intemperate.rage.

Even the philofophers, who talked much of Deity,
and carried on lengthy debates abcut the formation of
material things, all agreed in this maxim, ¢ Qut of no-
thing, nothing can “be produced.” However much
they differed in the application of their maxim, they all
agreed in this neceflary confequence of it, that matter
mutft have exifted from all eternity, and that the making
of the world could only mean, the difpoling of felfeexxﬁ.
ent materials into proper form.

Every modern {matterer in philofophy is ftruck wnth |
the abfudrity of this conceit: and yet, in all the admired
pages of Greece and Rome, there is nothing more fatis-
fattory to be found; nothing which conveys any rational
idea of creation. A pure, felf-exiftent, eternal fpirit,
who, out of nothing. by the word of his power, ipake
every thing into-exiftence, was an idea by far too fub-
lime for the mind even of a Plato; and yet Plato has
often by his admirers been termed divine.

1 et modern Infidels glory over their FHeathen bre hren,
and boaft of the fuperior excellency ot their reafon; we
know the fource whence their information is drawn'
Where the Bible is unknown ignorance of Gad and
creation {till prevails: but, before the cheering light of
{cripture, chaos, andall the other foolith conceits of phi.-
lofophers evanith, like the midnight darknefs before the
rifing Sun, Tbro Sfaith we under]}and that the worlds
were framed by the word of God; fo that things which
are feen were not made of things which do appear.
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“This alone fufficiently accounts for the ait:nifki=y
fad, that, while the moft learned Gentile philofcphers
wére confounding God with the Univerfe,.or bewilde:-
ing themnfelves by hypothefes which involved in the
darknefs of Athéifm, the Jews poflefled the moft exat
knowledge of the origin of the earth, and the heavens,
and their Creator God ; knowledge which entirely de-
{troys the foundation of polytheifm, and flls the mind
‘with the moft exalted conceptions of the power and wif-
dom, of the purity and goodnefs, of the infinite, eternal,
.almighty firft Caufe. He exifted, felf-fufficient and un-
.changeably happy, from everlafting; and, when it feem-
-ed goad to his unfearchable wifdom, He created .he
beavens and the earth, and all the boft of them.

and. It is from the Old Teftament we learn the ori--
ginal ftate of the human race, and how it became cor-
aupted and depraved,

'Yhe condition of man has, afforded matter of {pecu-
lation to the curious in every age. The moreitis in-
veftigated, the more myfterious and unaccountable it
feems. . All the animals that live on the earth are hap-
Py, when they follow their-particular inftinéts, and gra-
tify every appetite and defire of their nature. Man pof-
{fefles qualities, which, in many inftances, evidently
raife him above all the other inhabitants of our globe;
but it requires no reafoning to convince, even the moft
dicentious of o::v race, that the confequence of unlimited
wratification is extreme wretchednefs. Here then every
deaft of the field appears to have greatly the advantage
«of man.

There is alfo in human nature 2 ftrong fenfe of right
+nd wrong. Qur minds approve when we a& our
parts properly ; but, until extremely corrupted, we can-
not help lothing and abhorring ourelves, as often as
we are confcious of bafe a&tions, When men, who had
.only the light of nature for their guide, attempted to
account for thefe things, rhey felt themfelves utterly at
2 lofs. The more they examined the powers and fa-
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culties, the paffions, propentities, ¢aergies and defir:s of
man, the more clearly did they perceive Lim to bea:
tifiue of the moft glaring inconfift«ncies. 7 fappofe,
wint human nature was originaliy thus, sp:pnad even-
to heathen philofophers, to impeach at once botls the.
wifdom and goodnefs of the father of men. Muchevil
they perceived in the world; they felt it ftrong .1 them-
felves; they read it in every page of t..¢ hiftory of our
fpecies ; but of its produ&ion ororigin they could give.
no account. -

On thefe interefting fubjeéts the fcriptures of the Old:
Teftament afford the fulleft and moft fatisfa&lory infor-
mation. '

All exiftence is derived from the one, holy, and eter-
nal God. It feemed good to him to make his rational
creatures, in the ftriteft fenfe of the words, free agents.
As God 1is abfolute perfeftion, it was impc.dible for
him to form any plan for the goverament of his crea-
tures, but what was the refult of intinite wildem, Im-
plicit obedience to the divine will was, therefore . requir-
ed of every creature: becaufeit is impoflible to aé con-
trary thereto, without fwerving from perfeltion, and
eontraditing eternal wif{dom, the unavcidable confe-
quence of which is mifery..

Of the creation of fuperior intelligences little is faid:
in. the Bible. Yet weknow, that God made bis angels
Jbirits; bis minifers a flaming fire; and fome of them
by difobedience became Devils. 7Thefe ftill retained
their exiftence. Otherwife they could not have been
pronounced free: for, how can any creature be faid to
‘poflefs liberty, if, the moment he begins to ufe it, he is
doomed, by the law of his creation, to fink into non-
exiftence? |

This clearly thews us the origin of 2vil. Itisfree crea
tures abufing their liberty, and voluntarily ating in op-
pofition to infinite wifdom, and the unchangeable fit-
nefs of things. It would perhaps be too rath in us,
fhort-fighted as we are, to affirm, that God could not
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e prevented this: but as far as appears, either from
. [on or {cripture, the only poflible way of preventing
«..] was, to have made no creature a free agent; which
certainly would have defeated a great part of the plan of
creation.

It evidently appears from fcripture to be the law of
the Univerfe, that the creatures of GGud have accefs to
each other; and may exercife the iizherent force of their
nature in controuling, and their intelieétual advantages
in perfuading or feducing, one another. This is a fur-
ther proof, that intelligent beings are perfely free, be.
ing only reftrained by the meafure of their abilities,
the enlargement and contraltion of their {phere of ac-
tion, or the intereft they have in- each others condué.

As far as we know, all fuperior intelligent beings re-
ceived an' individual exiftence, and are incapable of
producing their like. Befides thefe individuals who,
no doubt, -differ in abilities and power, it pleafed God
to- make MAN a rational, intelligent crcature, to be
the principal inhabitant of the earth. Man 1s a com-.
pound being, confifting of a body, formed of the dult of
the ground, and afpirit which came immediately from
God.. He i1s fo conftituted, that he can produce his
likenefs; the human {pecies, thercfore, is ali derived
from one fingle pair. t o

God made man upright; after his own image. He
placed them in the moft delightful fituation, and fur;
nithed every ingredient of happinefs. Fe made them
fully fenfibie of right and wrong; and that the conditi-
on of their exiftence was, pertet obedience to his will-
As their life depended on eatiny; and as the due govern-

I e e

+ Many cavils have been raifed againlt this doctrine of fcripa
ture, both by learned and unlearned Infidels: Thete, I think, are
all refuted, in a mafterly manner, by the Rev. Dr Smirh, Prefi-

dent of the College of New Jerfey, in his elsgan effay on ‘ The
caufes of the varisty of complexion and figure of the humanp fpe-

cies”’
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ment of bodily dppetites is effential to human happi-
fefs, to remind.them conftantly of this truth, and of the
condition on which they held their exiftence, amidft the
rich variety provided for iteir nourithnient, they were
forbidden the ufe <f one tree, faithfully warned of the
tonfequences <. “~ang of its fruit; and thus left to the

~ abioluie £,cedom of their own wiil.

Mot only had irnocent beings accefs to this pair, but:
they were alio expoled to the vifits of creatures who had:
depraved themfelves. One of thefe guilty ipirits, ex~ -
erting a!l the powers of his natu: e, endeavoured to make:
them fwerve, like himfelf, from their matural allegiance -
ta the Monarch of the Univerfe.

“As the mott likely means of accomplithing his wick-
ed defign, he endeavoured to infpire them with high fen-
timents of themielves. Heinfinuated, that they ought
to be complete mafters of their own a&ions; that any re.
ftraint laid upon them proceeded from envy, andwas-un-
duly limiting the happinefs of whi-h they were capable.

Gratitude for the unmixed blifs they enjoyed,
and the threatening of death pronounced on tranigrefi:-
on, promifed fair to keep from dete&ion the parents of -
our race. But having found his flattery well received,
the tempter became more bold and pointed in his at-
tick. Asye cannot live without eating, no harm can
follow your chufing the moft derirable food. Ye fhall
not furely die, the Serpent exclaims. What! die for
preferring fruit, fo extremely pleafant to the eye, fuch
delicious food, and which moreover will make you wife!
'T'his cannot be: ye muft have mifunderftood the man-
date of your Lord. Overcome by thefe infinnations,
Eve ate of the fruit cof the forbidden tree, and gave alfo
unto bher bhufband with ber, and he did eat.

By this a(t, they plainly avowed a perfuafion, that the
plan of canduét marked out for them by God was not
the refult of infinite wifldom; but that they could im-
prove upon it, and therefor« would no longer yield im-
plicit obedience to his will. This unhappy belief de-
bauched all the powers of their mind.

‘ B
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- From the fequel of the ftory it would appear, that the:
frait they had eaten poflefled a quality which wonder-
fully difturbed the conftitution of the body. Nor wilk
this fcem ftrange to thofe who Lnow. that, in the neigh-
beurhood of: Eden. vegetables are {till found, which in--
flame luft with a fury bordering on madnefs, and often:
urge to the gratification of defire 'till death enfue:.
Yrhile others, operating as.a kind of poifon, kill not im-
mediately, but drag the unhapoy vi@tim by a lingering
torture to the grave. Thus this fruit deftroyed man’s
nstural immortakty,. introduced pain and numterlefs
difeafes, which-caufed his days to pafs away in forrow,
until hie mingled with the duft of which he was made..

. Immediately on their eating of the forbidden tree,
the firft pair felt anaftonithing revolution in their whole
frame.- Depravity entered: fenfual appetites and de--
fires became ungovernable; and, inftead of that pleai-
ing confidence with which they looked up to the Su-
prems, they now.vainl+ fought to hide themfelves from
his prefence.. .

“As, by the law of their creation, the human pair
were to produce. their like, who are allo endowed.
through endlefls generations with the fame faculty, it
was impofhble for the parents to beget any other na-
ture than their own. ‘thus the depravity and ruin of
tlle firft' parents neceflarily afteted all their offspring;
who are conceived in fin; who are fhapen in iniquity ;.
and bor.s unto trouble, as-the [parks fly upward. Nor,
as far as- we know, could this have been prevented,
otherwife thun by not endowing any free creature with
the faculty cf:reproduction, which would have banith-
ed from the univerfe fuch a fpecies as the human race.

3d. The Old Teftament contains fatisfying difcove-
ries of Cod’s purpofes of grace to finners; it gives full
aflurance of the remiflion of fins, and begins the deve-
lopement of that plan, by which free agents, without
trenching on their liberty, are recovered from guilt,and -
‘gradually reftored to happinefs.
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‘One would imagine the following' to be 2 maxim
which all, who underftand the terms, would receive as
{elf-evident: viz | S

‘¢ that, when a free agent has voluntarily deviated
“¢ from the law of his creation, thereby breaking the
¢ compact which muft be fuppo’ed to exift between the
¢- Creator and the thing created, it depends entirely on
¢ the good pleafure of the Creator, whetherh‘will ever
¢ réinftate fuch a being in the privileges of innocence:
“and that the creature muft be entirely .ignorant.of
¢ this, until. after he has-become ‘a finner, 1t fhall he
“¢ revealed unto him.” | |

't his maxim, however, is fo far frombéing received
as felf-evident, that the very reverfe is taken for granted
‘by every unbeliever. Not a book has ever been written

"againft revelation in which the author does not uni-
formly declare, that he knows to a tittle how God muft
treat his fallen creatures; and that he is a competent
judge.of tl.e whole procedure of the Almighty with re-
gard to man. Without this prefumption, it would be-
hove the fceptic who fets afide revelation to acknow-
ledge, that, while he talks of the divine clemency, he
he writes on a fubjet of which he knows nothing, and
argues from fuppofitions which are incapable of proof.

Here then the feriptures and unbelievers at cnce are
at iffue.  "Fhis “is the - hinge on which -the difpute with
them entirely turns. *From {cripture, as well as reafon,
we are warranted to conclude, that ‘innocent creatures
‘have no need of any fuch difcovery as we call divine
revelation. ~The ptinciple of reftitude is their fufficient
guide; and they know, that while they alt agreeably
thereto, they will be happy. But guilt puts man, with
refpet to his Creator, ina new fituation. Hence the
neceflity of divine revelation; elfe he could never know
that fin fhall Le forgiven: and-hence the ufefulnefs of
the{criptures of the Old Teftament; becaufe they not
only alcertain this fa&t, the remiffion of fins; but alfo
clearly difcover how depraved creatures may be reftored
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to retitude; and-the pofleffion of all that ham:mefs
which'the lofs of innocence had forfeited.

But Tlittle of the plan of grace wasat firft Tevealed.
. To belicve that little required as real faith .as is neceffa-
1y at prefent. It required a full conviftion, that God
was its Author, and a fincere difpofition to receive the
“whole of the difcovery which he was pleafed to make.
This neceffarily brought dewn every high thought, and
every imagination, to the cbedience of faiths for, as
man was firft ruined, by refufing to yield implicit obe-
dience to the divine wxll and fcal.omng his own inven-
tions; fo, if heis ever reconcded to God, in every thing
_refpecting falvation, he-muft reit fatisfied with 7. hus
Jaith the Lord; aud-yield himfelf, in the moft full
and unreferved manngr, entirely to divine dlrec-
tion.

To know this mush was of the greateft importance,
‘It was fufficient, with the divine blefling, to condu&
Old Teltament believers to eternal glory. They had
- ftrongly imprefled on their minds the belief of this
truth, 1hat God was ever with them. They were
_commandcd To walk before God and be perfer.  ‘1his
‘had the anoft happy influence on all their conduét: for
as no perfon can do an infamous thing in the prefencc of
one whom he greatly efteems; {o thefe ancient believ-
ers, feeing bim who is invifible, and fetting the Lord al-
ways ! efore them, did not offend againft him. |

They felt themfelves tranfgrefiors; and they were

plainly taught, that, Without ﬁmdmg of blood, tber( is
no remiffion. It is far from probable that they had any
~ clear conception of she Lamb of Gad <who taketh away
the fin of the world. His manifeftation was referved
for new taftament times. Yet their facrifices, oblati-
ons and other rites, gave them lively conceptions of
the dreadful nature of fin, and of its deftru@ive confe-
quences; begetting in them an abhorrence of all ini-
quity, and the ﬁncercﬁ purpofes of conforn:ing to the
holy law of God in all things.—This leads me to ob-

{erve:
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4th. In the Gld Teltament, the eflo of God's dife
eoveries of mercy, of the.anplication of grace, and the
exercife of .faith, is beawifully. elncxdﬁlted tagether
“with the fughxﬁzl confequenms of tranfgrefhion, m
it remains uafubdiied.

Sin:may be confidered s the difeate of human na-
ture. Itis the intreduSion of a&ive, deleterious, pris-
ciples, which inceffantly tand to the defiruttion of the
fyftem.. |

Every one acguainted in theleat with the heahng
art knows, that the moft ufetul .and {chid mﬁruéhemm .
Nafology is derived from the hiftery of pasticular cafes,
Where the origin and progrels of&fﬂafes, -with the‘ap.
plication of me licines, and their effets, are diftiniily
narrated and well underftoad, the phyfician :becomes
ikilful. Equally ufeful mformauon is dcnved from the
cafes which terminate favourably:and unfavourably.

There is fcarcely. 2 fuppofable charaler which is not
drawn ip the OQld Teftament. So many particulars ase
mentioned as to leave no charalter eqmvocal The
means, by which perfans of every defeription have been
brought to a ftate of reconciliation with God.are clear:
ly fet forth; :and there is not an avenue that leads to
deﬁru&xon, which .has net at leaflt one beacon placed°
ywpon it to warn us ef our danger.

Theincidentsof thelivesof the particularperfons mlght
havebeen written by themfelves, orbyanyoneoftheir inti-
mate acquaintances. But thefe incidents are only the
bare ftatement of the cafes. The means by which they
were bronght-to faith.and rcpcntance, when, how, and
for what urpofe God interfered, could only be known
to the fearcher of heatts, and the perfons to whom he
was pleafed toreveal it. This is the very ;eflence of the
inftruétion imeantto be conveyed: and it is matter of
pure revelation. When we, therefore, areftruck with
the minute mentian every where made of the divine
agency in the biographical part of fcripture; we ought
to remember, that all theincidents were written to elu.
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cidate the effc& of faith, and to explain, in the moft fa-
tisfatory manner, the operation of divine grace on be-
lievers, together with the unhappy arts, by which the
wicked rejected the counfel of God againft their own
{ouls; and funk into perdition. .

The prof-fled philofopher, whofe vain fcience, the
{pawn of prefumption and folly, leads him to exciide
the MAKER from rhe government of his own works,
may attempt to ridicule, as trifling anecdotes, this past
of the Bible. His felf-illumin’d -mind, which can fcan
creation through, and dares to prefciibe rules to na-

“ture’s God, is. too wide to receive inftruftion from on
high: But we know, that the perfons, whole lives the
feripture contains, are fet forth for our enfamples: and
we feel. that it is impoflible 10 read their Liltories, with
a firm belief that the n.rration is true, wizhout being
reproved, correfted and initru&ed in ughtecuinefs; for
thele anecdotes, properly fpeaking, are the hiftory of
the operation of the grace of God on the human
Tace. | .

sth. From the Old Teftament -we ‘learn,"how God

governs this world. . 4

As it pleafed the meft High to fuffer the human race,
after their fall, to multiply till the earth was replenithed,
it was impoflible to prevent the commiflion of crimes.
With almolt every generation wickednefs muft in-reafe.
Man, being a creature capable .of - doing the greateft
- mifchief, it .is neceflary he :fhould be kept.under fevere
reftraint.

A plan of government, {uited :to innocent creatures,
was altogether infufficient where guilt greatly .prevail-
cd. How far the King eternal altered the plan of his
providence, with refpe¢t to man, we are no where dil-
iinctly informed. Many things occur, in the courfe of
the affairs of the world -to lead a fuperficial obferver to
think, that God has forfaken the earth,.and left man
cntirely to the fuggeftions of his own heast. It is of
freatimportance to be fet right in an affair of fuch con-
dequence. |
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. That fyftem of philofophy, which has for its author
the celebrated Ncwton, leads to aftonithing difcoveries
of the laws by which this. material world is governed.
Renouncing all hypothetical theories, the true philofo-
pher, from accurate obfervations, and an almoft infinite
variety of experiments arrives at a few ultimate fals.
‘Lhefe are called |.aws of nature; becaufe they are f_und
fufficient to explain moft of its operations. As thefe
laws were eltablithed by the great Creator, it is in this
way that he comes to- know how God governs the uni.’

verle. -

~ In order to underftand God’s plan of governing mo-
ral Agents, who have corrupted them{elves, the believ-
er of {cripture purfues nearly the fame courfe. Manis’
fubje& to divine government as an individual; but he is
abways found exifting in fociety and focieties are equal-
ly amenable to the laws of God. '

In the Cld Teftament, we have the hiftoryof a grea
variety of individuals, of nations, of cities and focieties
of people. It is very remarkable, that, in all thefe hif-
tories, the interference of God is the thing chiefly at-
tended to, and moft diftintly narrated. The end he
propofed, and the means by which it was accomplifhed,
are mentioned with the moft fatisfaory minutenefs.
‘Thele hiftories are, to the ftudent of feripture, what ex-
periments are to- the invefirzator of patures and it is
very obfervable, that the moft humble believer, ‘wh{ is
well verfant mn his Bible, difplays a knowledge of Goé"!s
‘nroral government, which leaves the profefled infidel,
though a man of {cicnce, far behind. .

By perufing the fcriptures, with the eye of faith, we
are led, like the inquirer into nature, to afew ultimate -
fatts, which fufficiently explain almoft every thing that
occurs in the moral world, and afford great confolation
to the faithful amidft the ills of life. It is with great
difidence I mention in this place any of thefe faéts or

- laws: but deeming it an indipenfible part of the plan of
the difcourfe, I have ventured to name the following’

1
by o
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' . TEN, adding a few thoughts to each for its illuftra-
tion. :

I. The moral laws of God, like hiture’s other laws,
have full force to execute themfelves : and it re pires his
‘interpofition to alter or flep their operation; fo that,
inftead of any immediate divine agency being .. juired
to punifh the wicked, this proceeds according tc the
{ettled courfe of moral law. :

- What phiiofophers call the laws of nature refpe
material objects, and regulate every thing concerning
them. The moral laws refpet only fuch intelligent-
beings 4s are free agents. ‘The laws of nature are cal-
culated to affet matter, and allits quatities, in every
poflible fituation: fo, in like manner, the moral laws
never ceafe to operate on rational beings, but they af-
fe them in a way exaétly fuitable to their intelleGtual
powers and faculties. » '

All a&tion in intelligent creatures proceeds from vo-
ition. In order to be free, it is not neceflary that they
at at random, without any regard to motives; but on-
ly that they poffefs the confcioufnefs of not being in«
fluenced in their choice by any thing from without or
independent of themfelves; and that they have the fuii
power of refolving and atting, in every cafe, from their
own unbiafled view of circumftances.

When, either from an infufficient examination, ot
- from erroneous views of the circumftances, rational
creatures make a wrong choice, and act upen it, this is
neceflarily followed with anguith, fhame, feif-difappro-
bation and remorfe; together with the corroding con-
{cioufnels of meriting the divire difpleafure, and the
fcorn and contempt of all virtuous intelligent beings.
In proportion to the'importance of the altion, the bit-
terels of thé refleCtion is increaled. On the other
hand, when they chufe right and a& accordingly, felf-
approbation, with the delightful confcioufnefs that God
is well pleafed with them, and that they have the el-
teem of every good being, is the certain confequence. -
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This, 1 think, may be called the operation of mro-
ral laws : for they as invariably produce this effet on
all rational beings, as gravitation or any other law of
nature opcrates on matter :

Reiterated alts’of obedience to the law produce a
habit of well-doing, which, when perfevered in for a
confiderable time, becomes fixed and permanent. This
- never fails tobe accompanied with very exquifite felf-
complacency, and the moft tran?ml ate of the affec-
tions. But repeated violations of the law, praducing
firft felf-difapprobation and an-uith, foon endin a fixed
oppofition to what is good, in fruitlefs attempts to
palhiate enormities, and a malicious hatred of the fource |
of perfettion and exiftence. Then the affeCtions de-
generate into violent paffions, and headftrong lufts.
Thefe keep their unhappy vi&im in a ftate of continu-
‘ed hurry and turmoil; and frequently, by urging at
once the moft xrreconcxleablc claims, make him a terror
to himfelf, and a dreadful fpe&acle of wretchednefs
and -horror. Thus tie pfahmﬂ: defcribing the mife-
rable ftate of the Ifraelites, when they were foid to
iniquity, reprefents God as faying, [ gave them up unto
their own beart’s luft : and they walked in their own
counfels.

In-man, who is a compound being, the effe@ts of
volition are not confined to the intelleGual part. Tranf-
greffion has a fatal influence on the body, producmg
m it pain, and an almoft innumerable tribe of diieafes.
We cannot trace up every particular ficknefs and pain
to its proper cauf=: but the many difleafes, which are
infeparably annexed to certain vices, - enable ur to do
this in a fufficient number of inftances to give us an
idea of the manner in which the moral laws execute
theinfelves.

Of neceffity man muft have great connetion with
his fellows. ~ A wild man, who lives altogether with-
- out fociety, 1s no where found. Several lufts and paf-

fions cannot be gratified without igvading the nghts of

. C
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* others. This invafion produces feuds; animbfitiesy
and ftrife, which fo emtitter the focial intercourfe, that,.
in every pgflible fituation,. the greateft foe tq the hap~
pinefs of man is man. Afk all the unhappy, what
renders this life a vale of forrow, or a fcene of the
molt irkfome wretchednefs, with one voice they an-
{wer, the injuftice, the violence, the deceit, or the luft,.
of their fellow mortals. '

Now all this proceeds neceflarily from the invariable:
operation of moral-law. ‘The minute hiftory of the:
means. by which fo many of our race have brough¢
upon themfelves utter deflrution proves, beyond
doubt, this pofition. Itis true in the old teftament the’
punithment of the wicked is aferibed to God ; but fo.
is likewife the fending of rain, the motion of the hea- -
venly bodies, and every other operation of nature.
And as-God is the author of all the laws of the uni-
verfe, beth natural and moral;. every thing may ulti-
mately be referred to him. It is alfo eertain, that
every element and being in nature is ufed as the inftru-:
ment of God’s'moral government ; yet from hence it
does not follow, that, in every particular cale, there
1s an immediatc interference, but only that the gene-
ral-laws he has eftablithed are continued in full ope-.
ration. o -

. On the other hand, the hiftory ¢f all thofe of our
race, who have been refcued from perdition, proves
that their falvaticn was through the plan of grace as.
revealed and condulted by God ; and that, until they
were led to -acquiefce in this feheme, they were daily
growing more meet fuel for unquenchable fire.. .

More fatisfatory evidence cannot poflibly be required.
to provs, that the interference of God is neceffary toul.
ter or ftop the operation of the moral laws; and that
ke never does fo but in exaét conformity to the revela-
tion of mercy, begun at the fall of man, and gradual.
ly brightening, as our race became more corrupt, tilk

the Sup of righteoufnefs argfe.
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In like manner, that the punifhment of the wicked,
~who are left of God, muﬁ become daily more and
‘more intenfe, juft as the velocity of a falling body con-
tinually increafes, is.the neceflary.canfequence of the
fteady uniforin operation of moral law. Gould man
alter.this at pleafure, he would he as much above law,
as one who could command the fun.to ftand flill. As
Infinite wifdom never can be taken at anawares, or
Aurprifed by any new incident, fowefee, that God has
Taid the plan of his government in fuch, abfolute perfec-
tion and unalterable equity, that his kingdom is an
everlaftmg dominion, whofe immutable laws fhall con-
tinue unrepealed as long as creatures exift.

What an effeGual check would the firm behef of
this truth prove to the boldnefs of tranfgreflors? Does
it not render their complaints againit proyiderice ridi-

.culous , nayimpious and abfurd? Should any man in-
- fift on walking acrofs a river, alledging it was .quite in-

.confift:nt with the goodnefs of God to fuffer him ¢o -

drown, aad that he muft either make the water ftrong

_enough tb bear him, or divide‘a paffage therein that he
~ may walk on dry ground, his friends would immediate-
“ly have him confined. Equally irrational is his con-
.du@, who perfifts in - tranfgrefion, whe refufes to ac-
‘qme['ce in the {cheme of grace ; and yet dares to charge
‘God foolifhly ; becaufe he will not end his fyfférings by
_mxraculouﬂy ﬁoppmg the regular operatiori:of moral
daw. Hence, in {cripture, every impenitent tranfgreflor’
s termed a FOOI

1. All the redeemed of our race are as a brand
plucked out of the fire : and though they fhall be finally
“happy, yet they are often, in this life, left to feel all
the bad effe@s of theirinfra&ion of the lawv; and evql
.of their a&mg with indifcretion. .

- The hiftory of every old teftament believer eluei-
-dates and confirms this truth. A total change of
Theart, principles and difpofition was effetted. They
ceafed to do evil, they learned to do well: and, from
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. the uniform®peration of the law, it muﬁ after this re-
novation, affect them according to their character.

All this may be and yet the effels of old tranfyreffi-
ons remain, and prove very diftrefling. 1 his Is cone
firmed by particular inftances, fuch as David, from
whole houle the fword never departed, becuufe of
Uriah the Hittite. It is alfo evinced by the feveral
complaints of pious men, who all felt the tollies of
‘their youth, and went down to the grave bitterly la-
menting the pamcular mdxfcrétxons of whxch they had
been guilty. -
~ Our conduét has grcat influence on our condition in
life. There is fcarce any fuffering we endure, which
cannot be traced to fome fin or folly. Now althcugh
the eternal effe@s of the tranfgreflion may be done -
away. there is nothingin fcnpture which warrants us to
expe any interpofition to prevent the temporal confe-
quences of our fault. Thus when a man, byany par-
ticular offenfive or fcandalous condud, has forfeited the
good opinion of mankig :nd funk into cbloquy or
contempt, God who trfes the heart. finding his repen-
tance fincere, may receive him gracioufly ; and vet he
may never regain among men the eftimation in which
he was formerly held, He may be fhunned, as a dan-
gerous perfon, by the worthy part cf fncxety Al his
plans may mifgive from the diftruft and {vfpicion his
former conduét has raifed : and thus, thwarted-in every
attempt to better his condition in life, he may go down
to the grave, fufpeted of hypocrn), afflited. torment-
ed and defpifed.

In like manner when any perfon has, by intempe-
rancz or cther vicious courfes, brought upon himfelf
infirmities and difeafe ; he may lie a true penitent and
obtain forgivenefs from God: but his intirmities, and
‘the pmnful recolle@ti: n of his folly, fhall cleave to him
till the clay tabernacle be dlﬂ"olved Lefler indifcre-

tions are not followed with the fan:e remarkably fatal
eff:@s, ftill all have their confequences, which often
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prove very diftrefsful : for as dead flies 249 the oint-
ment of the Apothecary to fend forth a finking favour: fo
;’otb a dittle folly bim that is in reputasion for wifdem and

onsur, S

'the firm belief of this truth will keep pious perfons

from complaining of the hardnefs of their lot. A man,
who has had the misfortune to fall into a fire, where
unlefs he had been fnatched from the flames he muft
have been confumed, complains not that he is hardly
reated ;3 becaufe he muft endure the fmart of his burns,
until in the ordinary courfe of medicine they are cured.
Gratitude for having efcaped with his life infpires him
with fortitude to bear his pain, and to {ubmit to all the
neceflary operations and dreflings. So when believers
refle®, that their fufferings preceed from the breach of
the holy law of God, they will bear them with pati-
ence. The more painful they are, the more thankful
will they be for having efcaped confuming fire: and
their fufferings will be a perpetual memento to them,

to walk circumfpedly ;—to trapfgrefs no more.”
- II. God makes ufe of all the elemsnts and beings in
nature, and likewife of the pafliops and powers of
men and other animals, as inftruments of his moral.go-
vernment. - |
* The deftruétion of the old world by the waters of a
flood ; the overthrow of Sodomsand Gomsogs;
fire and brimftone from heaven, the plagaes
Egyptians ; and the hiftory of all the wars and fuffer-
ings of the Jews, put this truth beyond the poffibility
of doubt. | | |

‘Lhe firft fa& or law I mentianed, led us to view the

moral government'of God, not as occafional fhifts, or
temporary projets; but as a fteady uniform fyften,
thegrefult of unerring wifdom, which no created force
can controul, or. gunning evade. This leads us to re-
tain God always & our view ; and to remember, that,
however perfeét the {yftem either of natural or m‘ora*
government may be, he ftill fits Supreme and direfs
‘the operation of every law. | .
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‘The infadel philofophcr traces every thing to natural
or moral caules, and fuppofes thefe alling of them-
delves, or under the government of what he calls chance:
the believcr, who admiires their operazion as much as
the other, is certain, ,that .all natuml and moral caufes
are fufficient to produce their .coryefponding effeds ;
but yet, that they are under the immediate controu! of
God, and accomplifh.his every purpoie.

The fa& under confideration leads us to.contemplate
this other important-truth, which is matter of pure re-
velation ; that the moral laws, of themfelves, are rot
fufficient to reftrain or punifh the wickednefs of man
‘while living in fociety on eirth; 3nd that God, whofe
purpoles: cannet be defeated, will cmploy the moft ef-
fe@tual means to accomp lifh them. 'I[his accounts for
wars, famines, pe{‘ulennai difeafes, and all the long
rain of calamities which fo often affli& our race.

In reading the hiftory of.the wars recorded in the olg
teftament, an unbehe\er, who reje@ts whatis there faid
of thedivine agency, afcribes them wholely to the ambi-
tious paflions or furious lufts of. men. He fees the flupid
madnefs of ‘kings, the pride of nobles, or the head-
Jtrong fury of an” enraged popuiace, drawing out the
iword from the fcabbard, and foaking the earth with
_human blood. Faith lifts the veil to let us fee beyond
thefe fegond caufes, and difcovers the Monarch of the
univerfe governing thofe lufts which breed wars, con-
trouling the moft mighty conquerors, and fending ar-
mies to reprefs crimes, to bring down the pride of
man; and to punith the \uckednefs of focieties become
otherwife incorrigible.

We are alfo informed of God’s {erding lightnings,
hail, drought devouring infets, noifome dlfcafcs,
fartnquakes, wild:teafts, &c. to punith the impiety
and wickednefs of ungodly men. No doubt many of
the operations of nature progeed aficording to its ordi-
“rary courfe and are no ﬁgns of the difpleature of God.
Becaule they are fomcu.mes inftruments of his govern-
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ment, this is no reafon why we thould always regard
them as fuch. The {criptures guard us again{t thie, by
fhewing that they are only employed on fpecial eccafi-
obs, and to accomplith fome very particular parpofe.

Now this affords the greateft confolation to the whole:
race of the upright. We can fay the Lord reigneth :
let the carth be glad. We hear of wars and rumours -
of wars, infeious difeafes affli& our cities, devourmg
mfeds have threatened to cut off the ftaff of life. Were.
thefe under no governmrent, or fubjed to what infidels
call chance, our lives would hamg in perpetual fear. -
But when we learn, (hat they aré iaftruraents of God’s-
government, the mind feeis at €afe.  Knowing affured-
.1y, that they are all direfted by infinite: wifdam, we are
encouraged, on every emergency to pray unto God ;
and to flee for thelter under covert of his wings. -

IV. Man, colle@ed in fociety, being the-fubje& of
God’s moral government, there is no perceptible differ-
ence made, in his vifitations, between the nghteous
the wicked. . ‘ |

In all the calamities which befel the lfraclites, and the
feveral cittes and nations whofe hiftory is contained in
the bible, every perfon, withcut diftinGtion of charac-
ter, feems to have fared alike : and this is the founda-
tion of the pofition I illuftrate. .

When we fpeak of righteous perfons, we ought to -
ranember, that none finctly fuch are found. -Every
invidual is a finner before God . and it is impofhbie to
live in any fociety, without being, in fome mea-
fore, afimilated to its manners, and partaking of its
crimes. - ' | :

Thofe who fear God make it their conftant ftudy to
efcape, as much as poflible, all the poliutions that arc
in the world through luft. Their fouls may be grieved
with the filthy communication of the wicked. .But
when we confider their family relatioas, their connec-
tions by dealings, their neighbourly and other friendly
intercour., we will fee, that it is impofiible, without a
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. cortinued feries of miracles, to make a difcrimination
o perfons, in thofe calamities by which wicked focie-
ties are punifhed. . Thefe calamities are war, famine,:
epidemic and highly infetious difeafes, earthquakes,
&c. in all swhich the,fociety muft equally fhare.. But
then to the righteous thefe are far from being over-
whelming evile. The portion of the upright is above;
and even in the wreck of worlds, their inheritance re-
* mains untouched and fecure. .

. Although this fa& lays down the law fo plain that no
individual has any right to expe@ an exemption from
the general calamities of the community ; yet it is by
no means hence to be inferred, that God does net,
1in the evil'day, often deliver a deferving individual or
a wotthy family. The faving of Noah, Lot, and
Ebed-melech feem to be memorable inftances of this.

It may perhaps be proper to remark, that, at the
flood, and the overthrow of Sodom  and Gomorrah,
the whole fociety was utterly. deftroyed, which makes
thele vifitations differ eflentially from fuch as are only
intended for corre@ion. Befides, had not Noah and
kis family been faved, the human race would have be-
come extin®. And with refpe@ to Lot, himfelf and
two daughters had their lives fpared ; but he was very
feverely punithed for going to fojourn at Sodom. He
loft his wife and the greateft part of his family; and
from the hiftory it would feem, that he had the mor-
tification to fee his whole fubftance confumed, and:
himfelf and two daughters turned out deftitute on the
world.

The prefervation of Ebed-melech, at the taking of
Jerufalem, is an inftance applicable to the occurrences
of our own times ; and it certainly holds out the great-
iﬂi r:lnco\lngcment to the pious to put their truft in the

ord.

Obferving however, that, by the uniform courfe of
divine procedure, all the individuals of a fociety fare
abke, thetighteous wiil, if poflible, leave places which
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become notorious for wickednefs. By coming -out
from among the wicked, they efcape fharing in their
plagues. But when the love of gain,-or worldly at-
tachments keep.them among the ungodly, they imi-
tate the very reprehenfible condu& of Lot, who pre-
ferred a fituation, where he was likely to grow-tich, in
the midft of the moft abandoned of men, to one
which held ouc fewer profpeds of wealth ; but where,
fecluded from the filthy converfation of the wicked, he
might have ferved his God without diftraltion of mind,
and have faved his rifing family from the corrupting
example of an unprincipled race. R

V. The great end, for which the generations ,of
inen muft go 6n, and the earth remainand be govern-
;:d, is, that the fcheme of grace may be compleated
n it.

Why diforder, confufion and fuffering thould prevail
in any province of the kingdom of God is, at firft
fight, a great myftery. We are too apt to think, that
almighty power cauld eafily have prevented evil, by ren-
dering it impoflible for any of his creatures ever to be
unhappy ; by making them impeccable; and thus con-
tinuing them always ina ftate of happinefs and joy. It
is from fcripture we learn, that this was not within the
fphere of poffibility. A thing can as eafily be’and not’
be, at the fame time, as that a creature can be free,
and fubje& tp any external conftraint whatever. Free
Agents muft be left to att ertirely from themfelves ;
-and all their a&tions be followed by their natural con-
fequences. Since, therefore, man was not, indeed
could not be, renderedimmutablé, evil became poffible
~the moment he was created : and, after tranigreffion,
all the fufferings annexed to it muft be endureg.' |

Should it be afked, why guilty creatures were not
allowed immediately to fall into non-exiftence, thean-
fwer is contained in the obfervation I now illuftrate,
Vaft numbers of them are voluntarily to return to their
allegiance to their rightful Sovereign ; to become again

D
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holy and happy : and, for their fakes, that the method
ot falvaton by grace may have full effle®, God bears
iong with guilty offenders, and continues the duration
of the earth.. | |

Had no imtelligent creatuve ever fwerved from the
hine of reditude, it might hiave been doubted, wh_ther
any real Liberty exifted in the univérfe. It might have
Seen fuppofed,. that ereatures obeyed, not from z per-
fuafion that the line of condu& marked out for them was
tlie refult of infinite wifdom, but from anawe of God’s
drcadful majefty, and the terror of &is irrefiftible pow-
er. But now that tran{greflion hias entered, and offen-
gders are fufflered to live, and to exert: all sheir origi
encrgies,. as well as the habits and prineiples which de-
pravity fias introduced, it cannot pefiibly be doubted,
that real and fubftandal liberty exifts under the domi-
nion.of God: and trat thofe beings, who {tand confirm-
ed in goodnefs; do fo from free choice, and a full perfua-
fion of its excellence, which no temptation is ever able
to fhake. |

The fource of wildom can do nothing but fo. fame
valuable end, worthy of the' means by which it is ac-
complithed. To bring free Agents, who have fwerved
from retitude, voluntarily to return to their duty, is
oneof the greateft difplays of the manifold wildom of
God.  When, after having tried all the variety of
tranfgreffion, and tafted every gratification which the
moft unbounded licentioufnefs can aflord, they wiiling-
Iy return to theirduty,. it furnithes an example that can-
not fail to make a lively impreificn on all their aflociates
and fellows. It is the moft cenvincing proof which
can be given, that, on mature deliberation and {full
experiencs, they are convinced, tfie goral law i< no-
thing elfe but the holinefs of God expifled in wurds;
that his government is the fcheme of felicity ; and that
wifdom’s ways are ways of plcafantnefs, and all her
paths are peace. -
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- The plan of .grace and mercy, revealed in the fcrip-
tures, is the :means by which vaft multitudes of our
race are reconciled.unto God. Without any conftraint
being put upon them, .that would deftroy moza’ agency,
they are led to hate-every evil way; and to love God
and holinefs with the moft ardent, bvely and fieadfaft
afleCtion. In order to.compleat this wenderful icheme,
the appointed generations of men muft.be fuffered te
goon. Now that this :is the reafon of the earth’s be-
ing continued is -exceedingly .evident from the New
Teftament ; but, if I .miftake not,. is alfo veiy.fairly
deduced from the Old. B

It is impofhible to be much -vetfant in thefe fcriptures
avithout feeing, that the providence of God was con-
itantly employed in preparing the zarth for th: coming
of Mefhah. The conne&ion, which many confidera-
ble cvents <n antiquity had with his advent, -is clearly
and of fet.purpofe pointed out. But if theearth was
<ontinaed that he might appear, fo fuilb-the trah/gre/-
fon, and to make an end of fins, and to make reconci-
liation for iniquity, ard te bring in everiafiing -zighteouf-
71¢fs ; there could be no doubt even.in the mind of a
Jew, that it would be further preferved and governed,
-until he reaped the full fruit of his:making bis foul an
cifering for fin ; efpecially when it is added, He fbal/
22 of the travail of bis foul, and fboalé be [atisfed.

‘There :is always fomething tranfalting on the great
Theatre of the world to agitate and amufe tiic human
mind. God puts down one and raifes another up.
-Enpires age .eftablithed; empires are overthrown.
New inventions and important difcoveries call forth the
adtivity, aad roufe the genius of man. One fet of opi-
nions after another leads captive great part of the hu-
man race. But, amidft all thefe, the reftoring of fin-
ners to the love of goodnefs, the reconciling them to
God, is {till going on. This efcapes the notice of the
politician and the Sage : for the kingdomof God cometh
. not <with obfervation. But, when his fervants fhall be
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difplayed at the great day of final retribution, they will
form a glorious and an innumerable company. ‘Then
it will be feen, that thefe hidden ones, the feed of Chrift,
are the [alt of the earth; who have not only preferved
it from general corruption, but have kept it from being
long ago utterly deftroyed.

‘The world, as well as the Devil and the fleth, isin .
conftant unwearied oppofition to the progrefs of grace.
€ommunities, often become {o abarndoned, that the fhill
voice of revelation cannot be heard. It would be juit
in the great Ruler of the Univerfe to withdraw from
the earth, and leavy it to become the feat of infernal
wretchednefs, as well as the cynque of hellifh crimes.
This isnot confiftent with the plan of reconciling fin-
ners to himfelf, And as none that are given unto Chriit
thall be loft, we know that the earth will be kept under
the needful falutary difcipline and government, till the
final reftitution ofy all things; fo that, inftead of com-
plaining of divine vifitations, the earth ought to re-
joice; becaufe it is vifited in mercy, and punithed only
to produce the greateft poflible good.

VI. Asinthe earth the veffeis of wrath are allo fiticd
to defiruction, much wickednefs will always prevail;
which renders it a proper place for the trial of Believ-
ers, that they may be trained up to glory, and honour,
and immortality.s |

In many places of the Old Teftament, this doctrine is
plainly inculcated, that every man fhall die for his cwn
tranfgreffion. ‘Lhe firft fatal lapfe introduced guilt into
our nature; fo that no individual efcapes the evil con-
tagion. The fcriptures no where fuliy fatisfy our cuni-
-ofity refpeting God’s method of treating that great pro-
portion of the human family which dies in-infancy.
But all who become capable of moral altion muft rejet
the counfel of God againft themfelves, and by a2 habit
of difobedience fall into condemnation. In order to
this, the providence, or government, of God, leaves all
men full liberty of ating agreeably to their own views,

-
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Short fighted men are apt to think, it would have.
been eafy for the wife Ruler of the Univerfe to have.
removed from man every occafion of offending. Ac-.
cording to them, there fhould have been nothing on
earth to tempt avarice, to inflame lufl, to excite ambiti-
on, to provoke unnatural appetites, to gratify inordinate.
defires,ortoroufe theangry paflions, Fa&t andexperience
‘prove ihat we are placed in a very different fituation; .
that we are always furrounded with temptations; that
‘we have every where the means of tranfgreffion ; and.
may even take away our own life or the life of others.
Revelatiow points out the reafon ofall this. The wick-
ed muft be allowed to act agreeably to their own views
- and belief, fully to eftablifh their charalter: and weare
even informed of many finners who were fpared a while;
becaufe their iniquity was not yet. full,

It is difficule at firft for thofe, who wre not bred in
unprincipled focieties, to get over the reftraints of con-
fcience. From a liitle experience in tranfgrefhon they
f>on find, either that they muft wholly abftain from
grofs immoralities, or entirely'difcard this troublefome
mouitor. After comcience is fairly overcome, the'per.

- fons, progrefs in iniquity becomes unavoidable;: Habits
of ill-doing are confirmed: afet of opinions is formed
which juftifies his condu& to himfelf, and reprefents
vice as the indication of a bold and dauntlefs fpirit, or
the indifpenfible ingredient of felicity. Then the mi..
ferable wretch is brought to fuch a fituation, that it
would be eafier for the Leopard to change his {pots than
for him to repent and do well; when, in the language
of the Bible, he becomes a wveffel of wrath fitted to de-
- frultion. - o
~ Itisimpoffible for them who fear God, to fee many
of their fellows ruthing on known deftruétion, without
“making every effort in their power to fave them. The
danger of fuch as are related by blood, or connefted by
other tender ties, awakens every fenfibility within them.
Whatever can be done, in the way of perfuafion, for our
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ytlatives or others, is laudable. Reftraints are necefla-
1y in childhood and youth; but all coercive meafures
after manhood will moft certainly fail of fuccefs. ‘ihey
afe an unwarrantable encroachment on the liberty of
free Agents, which may make the outfide fmooth, but
will never warm the heart with theloveof God.

1 am not ignorant, that many refpeétable focieties, as
well as individuals, are ftrenuons advocates for penal
laws, net oaly againft certain vices, but cven againft

cvery amufement which, in their opinion, kas any tén-
dency, liowever remeote, to relax the virtzous princi-
ple. Being -the minifier of God, a revenger to execute
sorath upon bim that doeth evil, Government ought cer-
'aainly, by law, to reftrain all trefpafies, frauds and
crimes, either againft individuals -or the fociety: and
when explicit laws are epaQled, and faithfully ex&.uted
<n every offender, they promee the hap,inefs of the
community, and even facilitate the progrefs of grace.
‘To fuppofe, that human lases ought to go further, and
intermeddle between the mdxv:dual and his omnifcient
iudge, argues, 1.appsehond, very errencous actions of
divine revelation. Such kind of reftritive laws pro-
ceed on the fuppofition, that the earth is.appsopriated to
the good, and that they have:a right to controul: where-
as the fcnpmres clearty teach, that it is a place, where
‘the whiole human racc are allowed to a& in fuch a man-
ner,as that, at the day of final retribution it fhall ma-
nifeftly appear, that every individual receives the doom
which he himfelf has freely cholen.

There are other important ends to be ferved by this
liberty of atting. An uninterrupted feries of temptati-
ous and trials, accompanied with much fuffering, is ne-
ceflary to prepare a finner for a ftate of innocence. If
believers formed a diftin&t feparate fociety, although
there would be fome heart-burnings and Jealouﬁes
among them; yet their common fenfe of God’s pre-
fence and fubjezhon to his authority would prevent them
from meeting. with as much a&ifflion as is neceffary to
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corret their folly and prepare them for celeftial enjoy-
ments.  Their intermingling with the wicked renders
the nial of their faith, and patience, and other Chriftian
graces, unavoidable. Their clevated devotion; their
conftant reverential awe of God’s prefence ; their inflex-
ible integrity; their'open-fronted candour; their firit
veracity; their unfeigned humility; their diffufive be-
nevolence; their gentlenefs and meeknefs; their unfpot-
ted chaftity and ngid temperance, expofe them to many
inconveniencies in their dealings with thofe of an op-
pofite defcription. A little duplicity and cunning, and:
what the world calls more yielding virtue, feem often
to hold out many advantages. Thefe the faithful reje&:
with difdain as quite unworthy their dignified charac-
ter. . \ -

They know, that what proceeds not from faith and
love can never ftand the teft of the judgement of God.
They willingly; they chearfully, obey the law in its great-
eft purity and utmoft extent. How much, therefore,
‘s the wi{dom and efficacy of the methoed of falvation
by grace difplayed; when finners, notwithftanding the
inherent corruption of their nature, give their hearts to
- God? When, amidft all the temptations of a wicked
world; the gaiety, difipation, voluptuoufnefs, and other
vices, of a licentious city, they retain their integrity, and
- ftudy only to be pare as God 1s pure? a

It muft eternaily filence all the enemies of the divine
government, when it fhall be made evidently to appear,
that the whole race of the upright have voluntarily
fubmitted to the diretion of unfearchable wifdom; that
they have preferved. their conicience pure amidft innu-
merable temptatiohs and trials feemingly to flefh and
blood irrefiftible; and that they were drawn to reconci-
Jiation with God only with the bands of love, the win-
ning charms of probity, and the captivating beauty of
holsnefs. . |

When firong reftraints are, by penal laws, laid ‘upon
_.any particular community, and the magiftrates are ac-
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tive in enforcing them, the exterior morals of the fo-
cicty will be free of glaring vice and grofs enormities.
‘Without thefe all the enemies of God flide filently
down to perdition; and fome of themoft fevere difci-
plinarians may inwardly hate the purity. ot the divine
aw, and offend as often as privacy affords an inviting
oppertunity.  On the other hand, when no more than
fcripture reftraint is laid on the liberty of afling, it is
more eafy to diftinguifh charaters ; and they who are
really reconciled to God will be more ftedfaft in the
vsof well-doing, and rife to much higher degrees
.:;?egfe&ion in hgf;linefs. gher degr
~ VII. When any nation, city, or fectety of people,
‘becomes irreligious and profane, an univerfal diflolute-
nefs of morals enfues ; all kinds of fraud, wickednefs
and oppreflion prevail : and they become ripe for fe-
‘vere judgments, and fhall not efcape them ; becaufe
they are in that ftate, or verging to it, which renders
the Earth unfit for carrying on the purpofes of God.
~ That morals may exift pure, without religion, is a
favourite maxim among many. Without having re-
courfe to fcripture, 1 apprechend, every page of hifto-
, as well as the occurrences of our own times, proves
this maxim to be not only falfe, but pernicious. Am-
bition, Luft, and Avarice are the three grand pefts of
human fociety.. When thefe are kept under the falu-
‘tary influence of the fear of God, they injure not the
community. Civil laws can impofe upon them no ef-
fettual rezraint ; for though their cravings are incef-
fant, their movements are fo fubtle as, in moft cafes,
to efcape the cognifance of human jydicatories, When
freed from every other check, is it not therefore natu-
ral to expeét, that they will become bold, overbearing,
and impetuous ? , |
It is readily granted, that, when public opinion is in
favour of virtue, the individuals of a fociety will be
kept within decent bounds. No man can 'ono ftand
bsing the obje&t of the contempt or abhorrence of thofe

.
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a;x,:ione hﬁom ‘he lives : when, thex'efm'e.af he knows,
that any glaning -violation of chaflity, of juftice, or
of humarity,. will expole him to infamy, utlefs goad-
ed on by moft violent. pafions, be will be cffeCually

Juft will , ambition grows outrageous, and
Mmdf:i:i’fying thefé nmiufl; at any rate, be
cured. Ochert’ nghts will be lavaded; i regeler
fyftem of dithonielty and fraud will beeome e’
fupp%fed,'tbe Bible hiftory affdrds moft convindimg
roof. S o

P From the fhort hints recorded of the hiftory of the
Antedeluvian world we are warranted ® conclade,
that they had loft all fenfe of God“and regerd for his
worthip. No ftriking ar vifible judgment had, fince
thildrea were bora unto them, fo the tranfgrefh-
on of the firft pair. The infidels of Noah’s days

bably derided, as idle tales, the eating of the zorg:
den fruit, the expulfion from paradife, and the curfe
entailed on the ground for man’s fake. They conclu-
ded, that they were exally in the ftate wherein man
was formed ; and that the gratification of every defive
and appetite was, not only g:u inherent right, but the?
fure mcans of happinefs. 4nd God faw that the wisk-
" ednefs of man was g‘&a: in the earth, and that cvery
imagination of the thoughts of bis heart was only evil con-
tinually. The earth olfo was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with wiolence. And God looked
supon the earth, and, bebold %t was corrupt ; for. all flefb
bad corrupted bis way upon Etbc earth, As this ftate of
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faciety made the progrefs of the plan of grace impoffi-
ble, they were fwept away with the waters of a flood.
_..When Sodom and Gomorrih were deftroyed with
fire aiid brimitone from heassn, we are certainly in-
ferroed,: there wete not ten godly or righteous perfons
i thefe citses,. Thij totas &=t of religious principle
produced an univerfad d; X luienefs of manners. They
were gullty.gf encrmities waich are held in abhorrence
of adusodt alk mén : and there being o hope that they
awald de reclavined; God conderined them with an over-
sbddv, nraking:them . an o fample-unte thofe that after
JBoulilive ungodly.. |
.0~3Waen Abraham .fojourned among the Canpaanites,
tiopdad a ¢onfidatable degree of knowledge of God,
and+pevercnce for hiz name. They regarded an oath ;
shriy tisd the createll abhorrence of wnlawful luils;
gaid: wete oot guilty of violefice. and fraud. After
Abraham’s days, upwards of four hundred years elapi-
< before their wickedrefs had arrived at fuch a pitch
-t 10 render them ripe for extirpation. The enormi-
fits; mentioted b * Mofes in the eighteenth chapter of
-Layitius, aretoo fhocking to be named. It isadded,
-Is_all thefe the nations are defiled which I caft cut before
you : And the land . is defiled : therefore 1do vifit the
dniquity thereof upon it, and the land itfelf vomiteth out
ber inbabitants.  All this proceeded from their lofing
- fight of the important truth, that God governs the
fons of men, and that their own iniquity fhall find out
~ the tranfgreflors.

It is vain to expe®, that children born in fuch wick-
ed focieties can efcape the genessl corruption. With
their infant breath they draw in te impious contagion ;

-beiore they have learnt to fpeak diftinttly, they lifp
‘out curfing and profanenefs ;: and, having nothing to
counteralt the influence of the bad example daily fet
them, .they rife up in their fathers’ flead, an increafe of
Sinful mes.  “Uhis fatisfaCtorily accounts for the extirpa-
tion of whole nations; and for the fcattering the refi-
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due of others whafe country 1is ddboyed ovcr the
face of the earth, like chaff riven by the wind. -

the righteous governor of the univetfe, who only cbﬂ-
tinues the that it may be the nurﬁptg placefof
kingdom, from time to tune, ‘nids it of 3‘

who are fo depraved as to be beyond the

vation by the method of mercy and grace.
~ With thefe, and many other awfu ﬁ cxanpfg i)éore

their eyes, can any grofsly wicked city or "&&iﬁﬁ Tx-

pe&t to pafs unpunithed? Men may thi
matter, to fcoff at religion, and attempt to: firoili
impiety. In doing fo, as far as their mﬂucn&'
they debauch, with deleterious opinions, the mifds'
youth, and eradicate ‘from their hearts b -y
principle. Thus they fight -againit God. ’Pﬁeyéit-
deavour to counterat the purpofes of fiis mercy; ‘®

obftru& the progrefs of falvation; antt fb canngt fafl
to bring upon themfelves, and thofe amoh(g whofti they
live, Such ewil, that wbq/'oever bearetb of it, htb Z'i.r
ears fhall tingle. |

VIII. God referves the fevcrcﬁ of his dgnents for
thofe people who are favoured with -the rcvclatzon o‘f
his mercy and grace, when they neglect or defpife it:;
but more efpecially when they farfake the plain truth
and corrupt it by inventions of their own.

The account given of the various defections of the |
Ifraclites, and the punifhmente thefe brought upon
them, clearly proves this point. “Their hiftory amply
confirms the preceding Law; but, as it feems mgore
appofite to the illuftration of thxs, I referved the parti—.
-.cular mention of it till now.

’ Weread in the Bible of many heavy calamities’ be-
falling the Gentile nations, bordering on Canaan,
Tor thcx,r pride and other wickednefs, they were [oe-
times brought very low. All the ]ndgments, fent on
any of the neighbouring natians, were light when
compared with the punifhment of the Ifrachtes: Thefe
were frequently driven to the greateft diftrefs in their
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own. hnd, exln fcenes of the moft pitiable
wretchednefs. A the ten tribés were {
W;ﬁbmatﬁohsmdnevertemmedtothdrim
Bevitance : and: the were carried’ into a fercign
h_’tl.ybg:‘tbcy uredallthchrdﬂnpofafcvenry
year captivity
. ‘When. we read the account of -their f:ztxmrmngm
the M and purfue -their Rory, through the
esmment of their Judges, spd the reign of their
. Kings,, we fing; that, while they hearkened -io_ thé

woice ‘of ‘the Lord,:and walked in his- fatutes, it 2k
wazs went well ‘with thém. * The land had'reft ; and

y were and “But when they for-
& -the L wm” Raalim, or Other
| they unmdutely began to fuﬂ'ex Tbe feafons
to forfake their accuftomed. courfe, - “The fpirit
of folne oneof the neighbourifig nations was ftirred up
them ; into whofe hands they were fold, flript
of great'part of their property, and flain, in valt num:
bers, .withthe fword. In proportion to the greatnefs
of their apoftacy was the [eventy of the pumﬂlment
they endured. . .-
Idolatry was a fin ic which they were ﬁmnge!y
rone ; and idolatry always drew down upon them the
ieft calamities., The reafon of this appears obvi-
ous - By falfifying divine revelation, and, cortupting
the true worthip, - the fource of fpiritual life, is afe@-
ed, Then what is learnt at public worthip, and the
‘information ‘derive¢ from the: minifters of religion,
proves only the infiruction that. cazg/'db to err from tbe.
wd: of knowledge. .
.- The Ifraehtes -were feparatcd from other nauons,
- andmde a peculiar people, only thatthey might be the
s of the Oracles of God ;- that they might pre-
r{prvehxs knowledye ‘and . his worfhip pure ; and that
. there might be, throughout all:generatiors, a holy
- feed to ferve him: therefore, in every age, the fin of
~u!olatry, as whoredom agamﬁ God and tcndmg

§§
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m‘nm his purpofe, was moft fevercly ru-
" From time. to time, the Lord raifed up prophets
among the children of liael.  "With one voice the@
moRt xzedloufly oppofed the worflip® of falfe gods.
‘They thewed their countrymen, thatall their diftreflcs

roceeded from this fin. as the fourcé of tnminaiity ;
und that, as foon 3s they put awhy théir fifimpe gods
and r to the fervice of the Lord, p ity ne-
ver faj erritglcm their land. Thgm o de!g;:u}rllig
many terrible threatnings againft idolatets, wlich tht
!hﬂ'{edwd obflinacy of the Jews caufed to be fully sc-
_ complithed. - Thus the prophet Daniel, wha fived dur-
jng &e Babylonifh captivity, and fharedgp the czlamides
of his country, teftifies, Tea, all JraelBave irazfgrchsd
thy low, even by departing, that they might mot ebey thy
wvoice ;" therefore :he curfe is poured upon us, crd1be oath
that is written in the lavi cf Malzs the fervant of God,
becaufe' 'we havé finned againft him. sind be Bai.. co-
firmed bii words <which be fpoke againf us, and againft
,our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great
evil ;" for'under ibe whole beaven bath not been done as
hath been dene upon Jerufalem.

" Now as the earth is continued and governed auly
that the plan of grace may be compleated in it, this
revelation muft in all ages be prefervedpure. It is rea-
fonable, that the providence of *God thould watch over
it with peculiar caré; and paaith any attempt to od-
fcure its divine light with moft awful feverity.  Other
fins aff=& only the individuals who are guilty of them; .
but when tlie foutce of divine knowledge is tainted, the
moft uhappy confequences follow. ™ ‘Thz rifing g<ne-
ration not dnly receive wrong impreflions ; but have
ftrong prejudices formed in their minds againft purity
and holinefs;” ‘They become almoft immoveably at-
tached to the corrupt fyftem in which from their infan-
¢y they have been brec{ : and nothing tends mors to
~ 6bftrut the progrefs of grace. - '
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With all the fevere md ements. mﬂ@ed on the II.
raclites before our eyes, let us, my Brethren, 't
warning : let us contend earnefily { for the faith onéé
delivered to the famts,, guarding gamf? thie ‘bewltching
influence of that {cience, falfely fo c:ﬁl‘é‘d‘ Wwhithw uﬁ
lead us away irom the fimplicity ¢ o fi,toi'pél let us
wnite in the moft” anxjous endcavou,rs to tranfmit the
knowledge of qu’s i uth and ways, ‘pureand unmix.
ed to the gen=ration about tofucceed us.

I1X,. When the_ ] ~emcna of GocL lie heavy on
any people, their onk fafe courfe is, to put away vio-

ce; lewdnels and Trapd; and to bccome humble,
merciful and xous. '
he beautiful ftory of the effe& which Jonzh’se
prcachmg pro?.‘luced upon the Nincvites illuftates and
confirms this pofition.  Now the word of the Lord came
uato fonab the fon of Amittci, faying, Arife, go to Ni
neveb, that great city, and cry again/t it ; for their wick-
ednefs ts come up before me.—So Fonab arofe, and went
unto Nineveh, accerding to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days jour-
ney. And Jonah began to entcr into the city a day’s
Journey, and be cried, and faid, Yt irty days, and Ni-
neveh fhall be overthrown. So i/Je pecple of Ninewveh
belicved God, and proclaimed a faff, and put on fack-
cloth, from the greatef? of them even to the leaft of them.
For wom’ came unto the king of Nineveh, and be arofe
from bis throne, and he laid "bis robe from him, and cce
vered bim with fackcloth, and fat in afbes.  And hs
caufed it to be proclaimed and publifbed through Nineveh
by the decree of the Ling and bis nobles, faying, Let nes-
- ther man nor beaft, herd nor flock, tafte any thing : let
them not feedy nor drink water : But let man and beaf?
be covered with fackcloth, and cry mightily unto God :
yea, let them turn every oxe from bis evil way, and
from the wiolence that is in their hands. Who can tell
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from bis

Serce anger, that we perifh nit? And God faw their
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works, that they turned from their evil way; and God
repented of the evil, that he bad faid that be would 49
unto them ; and he did it not. .

Many paffages of fcripture contain dire@ioms to
wicked perfons, and ungodly people, when fiarting
under the divine rod. They all inculcate the fame
thing, To wath their hands from violence, to leave tff
fraug, and deal juftly every man with his neighbour §
to fear God and to obey his voice. Then the end 1¢
obtained for which judgements are fent on the childten
of men; and when the end is obtained the means will
of courfe be withdrawn.

X. Although the judgements of God prevent tire
earth from becoming too corrupt for a2 nurfing place t§
the kingdom of heavea ; yetthey are feldom the means
of reconciling finners to himfelf: this being ufually
done by the ftill voice of the covenantof peace, -

From a careful peruvfal of the fcriptures, we are led
~ to receive, with confiderable limitation, the maxim,
 That punithment is only meant to reform.” It 1is
peshaps true when applied to the fociety at large, which
becomes more pure from having a number of its moft
profligate members deftroyed ; but when applied tb -
the individuals who fuffer, it is in general molt gla.rixgg-
ly falfe. Thefe, for the moft part, die as they lived,
haters of God ; and are cui off a: being nuifances fo
the earth. o

. When weread the‘account of the many judgements
~which befel the children of Ifrael, we find that, in
‘time of war, the people were too much occupied with
alarm, and -vith confulting perfonal or family fafety,
to mind eternal things. Famines, peftilential difeafes,
&c. from the quicknefs with which people died, afid
other diftrefsful circumftances, feem to have brought
on a hardened kind of ftupidity, very unfavourable to
repentance and turning to the Lord. Their affliGtions
vlually continued till they returned to the true worfhip
of Jechovah. But certainly it is no fanciful thing, to
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. diftingujih between returning to the national. worthip,
t;!'o?:ing reconciled to God fo as ever after to :
re him and be pérfe. This fuppofes a change of
heart. which mere fufferirig is by no meais caiculaged
toproduce. . . - . ..
~ Great mimberi of the wicked were ufuilly fwept
away in the divine vifitation : but when the feverity of
the jnd;im}en: was over, and the hurry of men’s fji-
rits had Jomewhat fubfidéd, the refidue had leiftre, and
not unfrequently difpofition; to liften t&5 thé voice of
peace. When thiey difcovered God’s gracious réveia-
tion and purpofe of mercy, feeling their hearts drawn
with cords of- a man, with bandi of love; many of thent
weré melted into fubmiffion. ‘Uhen the proud {pi-
rit, which befote was ftubborn, and feemed to bravé
the rod, moft willingly ylelded to the fweet found of
mercy and grace.. . S
In this way we comé to kndw, how the judgéments;
which God fends on curfelves or others, advance his
kingdom of righteoufnef§ and peace. They remove
out of the way thofe obffacles which hinder its pro-
grefs ; efpecially they rdufe from that fpirit of flum:
ber, lukewarmnefs, and indifference, which long con-
tinued peace and eafe engender, but which prove the
moft fatal obftrudtion to true piety aud genuine holi
pels. .
I have now finithed my obfervations bn the TEN
ultimate fats or Laws, which go a great way in ex-
plaining, How God governs moral Agents, who have
loft their integrity and corrupted themfelves, but who
are favoured with the revelation of mercy and grace.
'The careful ftudent of Scriptuve will obferve, that I
have, as much as poffible, confined my obfervations
to general things: And they certainly evince, even if
nothing elfe could be faid, the great utility of the Old
Teftament Scriptures. But I go on, in purfuance of
the plan of the difcourle, to obferve;
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6th. The Old Teftament thews us, How God prepar-
ed the troral and political ftate of the world for com-
pleating the plan of redemption by the coming of the
great Deliverer. | o

Soon after the floud a dark cloud overfpread the earth.
That great calamity, no doubt, left awful impreflions
on the minds of Noah’s family. It feems to have cured
them of the wild conceit, that man is independent of
God. It produced fo ftrong a conviltion that the hea-
vens do rule, that they never fhewed any propenfity to
run into the Atheifin and profanenefs of the old world..
Bu*the devotional principle taking a wrong bias; and
men, conceiving thenifelves to be wife, and refufing to
follow the fimple worlkip which alone befits a pure fpi-
rit, foon made to themfelves a great many reprefentations
of Deity ; and thefe, by a too eafy tranfition, came in
procc{s of dime to be reckoned fo many diftin& gods.

The knowledge of the moft High, and of his graci-
ous difpenfations to man, being thus greatly obfcured;
and polytheifm becoming generally prevalent, to keép
up the knowledge of himfelf as the One living and true
God, and to preferve the purity of his worfhip, He was
pleafed to call Abraham out of the idolatrous darkneis
of his father’s houfe. -

To Abraham God gave fuller and more diftint views
of the covenant of grace than he had heretofore done.
He inftituted circumcifion to be a feal of the righteoufnefs
of Faith: he told him, that of his feed the Redeemer
fhould fpring; and chofe his offspring, defcended from
Sarah, as his peculiar people, whom he iiade the repo-
fitory of his revelation. -

Frefh difcoveries were made to Ifaac, and to Jacob,
whofe name was changed to Ifracl, and to whofe feed
the promifes were exclufively ¢onfined. By a very ex-
traordinary combination of circumftances, Ifracl was
induced to move down, with his whole family, int6
Egypt. Here they grew into a nation, but were, ‘by
the policy of Pharach’s court, reduced to a ftate of the

I
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moft abje®t flavery; fo that, to all human appearance,
the fair profpets of Abraham’s pofterity were entirely
Blafted. Inftead of the large inheritance which thsir
forefathers had taught them to expet, their ftrength
was confumed with labour, and their fouls with bitter
anguifh. |

'The bringing the children of Hrael out of Egypt,
when they muft have amounted to confiderably more
than a-million, is an event which ftands unparallelled in
the hiftory of the world. The addrefs of Mofes to the
Ifraelites may alfo be made to us. A mow of the
days that are paft, which were before thee, fince the day
that God created man upon the earth; and afk from  the
one fide of heaven unto the other, whether there hatl been
any [uch thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard
like it?  Did ever people hear the voize ¢f God [pcaking
out of the midft of the fire, as thou haft heard and iive?
Or bath God affayed to0 go, and take him a nation frem the
midft of another nation, by temptations, by figns, and by
wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a
Sretched “out arm, and by great terrors, according to all
that the Lord your God did for you in Fgypt before your
eyes?

! The forty vears fojourning in the wildernefs, where
fo great a multitude had bread fufficient for them daily
rained down from heaven; and the fettlement of the
twelve ttibes in the promifed land, are events which
clearly befpeak their Author God. 71he various con-
queft:, {ufferings and deliverances of this people, all
had an afpelt to Mefliah, and wereintended to prepare
hisway. Indeed their whole hiftory fhews that they
were gradually prepared for this grand event. Many
prophets were raifed up, from time to time, to recal
them from their wandrings and back-flidings, and gra-
dually to open to their minds the true defign of Mefliah’s
advent.
~ Atlaft, when all thefe means had proved ineffe¢tual
to cure their itrange propenfity to idol-werfhip, the ar-
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mies of Nebuchadnezzar overran their whole country,
took by ftorm the city Jercfalem, and burnt the fa-
mous temple, which had long been their glory and
their pride; but which had not efcaped the pollution of
their idolatrous worfhip. The flower of the nation
were now carried away to Babylon, and during this
long and fevere captivity the greateit deteftation of
idolatry was inftilled into their minds.

When full feventy years had elapfed they were per-:
mitted to return to the promifed land; their temple was
rebuilt; and though they enjoyed a kind of fovereign-
1y, they were, ever after the refettlement in their own.
land, dependant on cne or other of the great monarchies,
which fucceflively ruled the civilized part of the earth..
In this fituation we find them at the birth of Chrift.

We are too apt to think, when the lfraelites were
conitituted the peculiar people of God, the reft of the
world was negleCted. A knowledge of fcripture cor-
rets this miftake; and thews us, that God in noage
left himfelf without a witnefs, but extended his regards
to the whole family of Adam. . o
- There can be no doubt, that all Noah’s children were
equally well inftructed, by that venerable patriarch, in
divine revelation as far as he himfelf knew it; and he,
no doubt, was fully acquainted with the whole that had
been given. By the delcendants of Noah the whole
earth was peopled. Wherever thefe families were fcat-
tered abroad, they carefully preferved the traditions re-
ceived from their fathers: and, altho’ many inventi-
ons of their own beclouded their divine knowledge ;
yet, from the account given in fcripture of many ancient
nations, we find, that amid{t all their idolatry much of
the original revelation remained. -

Many of thefe nations were prevented, by a fucceffion
of wife men, or by admirable civil and religious initi-
tut:ons, from degenerating into the favage ftate. Tribes,
which had funk into the loweft degree of ignorance,
barbarifin, and cruelty, were led, by Heroes and States-
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men providentially raifed up among them, to enter inta
- the focial compaét, and te fubmit to well regulated
forms of government. By living together, and enjoy-
ing the fweets of focial intercourfe, their rude manners
were gradually polifhed, their favage fiercenels tamed.
They learned to relifh the pleafures of civilized life, and
had their minds open to receive inftruction . " for favages
muft firft become men in order to qualify them for the

reception of divine truths. |
‘Lhe feveral arts and fciences, cultivated with e much
fuccefs among the Heathen, were produtive of the
greatelt good. Lhey extended their views, enlarged
their capacities, and greatly increafed their knowledge,
NMany fublime truths are found in the verfes of their po-
ets; and the writings and difputations of their philofe-
phers produced an acutenefs of genius, that enabled them
to canvafs the moft abftrufe fubjeCls, and to elucidate
the moft important branches of knowledge. Their
continued wranglings and warm debates fuggeited moft
excellent rules of reafoning, which made them fully
competeat to weigh evidence, and to eftimate truth.
By thus giving human nature free fcope, and genius full
leifure and opportunity to exert itlelf, every thing was
done that the prowefs of man could effect: and Afies
that in the wifdom of God the world by wijdom knew not

God, it pleajed God by the Soolifbnefs of preaching to fave
them that believe,

Maay figual interpofitions of God among the Gentila =
pations are diftin@tly narrate:” n feripture. Al thefe
had the promoting of their temporal happinefs, as well
as the advancing of the plan of grace, in view. ‘Lhe
four great Monarchies, which fucceflively united almott
all the nations of the known world under one Head,
tended much to prepare the earth for Mefliah’s reign.
‘While the different ftates and kingdoms continued in-
dependent, intercourfe was difficult and travelling un-
fafe. ‘lhe enmities and jealoufies,.mutually entertain-
ed, occafioned almeft conftant heftilitics againit each
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other; and led them to view evety Rranger as an ene-
my of 2{py. Thus it woyld have been 1mpoflible for
the members of any particular {fkate to become the in-
ftructors of the reft. But, by being for fo long a feries
of years under the fame government, the civilized nati-
ons had.almoft grown into-ene people. All countries,,
and cities retained their peculiar cyftoms and modes:¥ ’
worthip; yet they were familiarized toall others. They
had learned to receive ftrangers with kindnefs, to treat
them with civility, and in fome meafure to regard them.
as brethren. Thus, altho’ the grofseft idolatry univer-
fally prevailed, and great difiqlutenefs of morals every
where difgraced philofophy and even the pature of
man; yet the urbanity and politenefs, bred and che-
xifhed by their living under one government, rendered
communication fafe, eafy, and frequent, raifed a fpirit
of inquiry and inveftigation, and fo difpofed all nations
for the reception of the gofpel. |

. In this manner we fee, that, altho’ God governed
the Jews with peculiar care, yet his providence extend-
ed. over all the earth, gradually broughtin the fulnefs of
time, and prepared the world for the coming of Zhe
Son of Man, that there might be given bim dominion and
glory, and a kingdam, thai all people, nations, and lan-
guages, fhouid ferve hin: bis dominion is an everlafting
dominion, which fhall not pals away, and his kingdom
that which fhall not be deftroyed.

7th.. The Old Teftament gives fuch a full defcription
of Mefliah, and of the time and circumftances of his ap-
pearance, that he could not fail to be known when he
came.

Had only a few.dark, general, or doubtful, preditti-
ons been given, fpecifying no certain and precife parti-
culars, as all the enemies of revelation pretend, it would
have been impoffible to afcertain the perfon of the pro-
mifed Saviour. Many impofters might then have abuf-
ed the credulity of mankind, or it might have beer
doubted, whether it could be rationally expetted, that
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fuch a perfonage fhould ever appear.. Againft all this
the providence of God guarded with fufficient attention
and care.- Such lengthy and minute defcriptions of
Mefhah and his reign are given, fo many circumftances
of his miffion are foretold ; fo many particulars, feem.
ingly of little importance are related, that it is impoflible
to entertain any doubts, refpe&mg his birth, perfoi,
charaQer, fitution in life, treatment from the World (T
bufinefs on the earth, For the proot of this we ha e
enly to fearch the fcriptures, and we fhall find, thac Mo-
fes; Yea and all the prophets from Samuel and thofe thas
follow after, as many as have fpoken, have likewife fore-
told of thefe days. .

Mofes fays 1 ¢ The Lord thy God will raife up unto
« thee a Prophet from the midft of thee, of thy bre-
 thren, like unto me; unto him ye fhail hearken.”
Mofes was commiflioned and fent by God to maxe very
confiderable and {triking alterations in the religions in.
ftitutions which ‘had been prefcribed to the Patriarchis.
" He was the minifter or mediator of a diftinét covenant
and a new difpenfation. He ordained fo many ‘tatates,
judgements, and laws; he prefcribed fo maiy new
rites, ceremonies, and fervxces, that the Churc aflum-
ed quite another form in the wildernefs.

Now, in order to be like the ancient Lawgiver, it
would naturally be expelted of this Prophet, that he
fhould alter fo much the mode of worthip, and ali the
ordinances of divine fervice, as to form an entire new
difpenfation ; a Chuch eflentially diftin& and different
~ from the Jewilh. Mofes very much enlarged divine
revelation. He did not repeal.or fet afide what went
" before; but added to it, by eftablithing a covenant on

-
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1 Deur, xviIII. I1§.

lc may not be amifs to notice, that the fcriptures, which il-
Juftrate tiis particular were not read, 2t the delivery of the dif-
courfe ; and that 1 have printed the obfervations, omitted for

fear of readering the difcourfe infupportably teaious,
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very different promifes, To be like him, it was ' ne-
ceflary that this Prophet fhould receive very ample com«
munications from God for the inftruction of his peo-
ple; that he fhould come in his name,’ and eftablith a
new {yftem, uniform, confiftent in all its parts, COm=
plete, wanting nothing.

The manner of his birth and his parentage.are dxfa
tintly pointed out, clearly proving to the Jews, that
Mefliah is of their brethren. Thus Ifaiah fays * ¢ Be-
“ hold, a Virgin fhall conceive, and bear a fon, and
“¢ fhall call_ his name Immanuel.”” And again, + ¢ Un-
““ to us a child is born, unto us a fon 1s given, and the
¢ government fhall be upon his thoulder; and his name
¢ thall be called, Wonderful, Counfellor, the mighty
¢ God, the everlafting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of
‘¢ the increafe of his government and peace there fhali
“¢ be no end, upon the throne of David and upon his king-
¢ dom, toorder it, and to eftablifh it with judgement
‘¢ and with juftice, from henceforth even for ever.””
Now that this moft extraordinary child fhould fpring
of the feed of David, and be born in the town of Da.
vid is alfo diftinctly foretold. It is written in the Pfalms $
¢¢ Once have I fworn by my holinefs, that I will not lie
¢ unto David. His feed fhall endure forever, and his
¢ throne as the Sun before me. It fhallbe eftablifhed
¢ forever as the moon, and as a faithful witnefs in hea-

¢ ven. Selah.tt Now David was the fon of that

¢¢ Ephrathite of Bethlehem-Judah. whofe name was Jef-
¢ fe.” And we find the prophet Micah faying; § ¢ But
¢¢ thou Bethlehem-Fphratah, tho’ thou be little among
¢ the thoufands of Judah, yet out of thee fhall he come
¢ forth unto me that is to be ruler in Ifrael : wholfe go-

““ ings forth have been from of old, from everlafting.”

In the above fcripture he is itiled the Seed, or Son of
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1 vir 14 +I01x. 6,7 4Pl oixxxix. 33; 36,
37. 11 1 Sam. xv1z. 12, { Mic. .. 2
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Davidy bt David in the book of Plalmst fays of him;
¢ The Lord fuid unto my Lord, $it thou at my right
< hand, until { make thine enemies thy foot-ftool.”

The time of his appearing is foretold with the meft

inute exadnels, ! « Seventy weeks are determined
“ wpon thy people, and upon thy*holy €ity, to finith the
< tranfgreflion, and to make @n end of fins, and to make
« recenciliation for imiquity, and to bring in everlaft-
< ing rightecufnefs, and to feal up the: vifion and pro-
“ phety, and to anoiat the moft holy. Know there-
«“ fore and underftand, that, from the going forth of
¢« the commandment to teftore and io build Jerafalem,
 wnto the Mefliah the priace, thall be feven weeks, and
¢ threefcore and two weeks; the ftreet fhall be buil¢
“ again, and the wall even in troublous times. And
« after thr.efcore and two weeks fhall Meffiah be cut
« off, but not for hiwifelf : and the people ot the Prince
¢ that {hall comie fhall deftroy the city, and the fan&ua.
“ ry,and the end thereof fhall be with a flood, and unto
¢ the end of the war defolations are determined; (And
“ he fhall confirm the covenant with many for one
« week: and in the midit of the week he thall caufe the fa-
¢ crifice and the oblation to ceafe, and for the overfpread-
‘ ing of abominations, he fhall makeit defolate;) even
“ until the confummation, and that determined, fhall
“be poured upon the defolate.”” By allowing the
fcripture to interpret itfeif, we learn how to eftimate
thefe weeks. Ezekiel aflures us, that the word of the
Lord explained to him the prophetic fliie thus; = « |
‘ have appointed thee each day for a year.”” Reckon-
ing according to this rule, we are brought {o exactly to
the days of Chrift, that infidels cannot account for the
prophecy in any other way than by fuppofing, the book
of Daniel was written after the days of Chrit. Now
this fhews us to vhat poor fhifts thefe are obliged to
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have recourle, who fhut their eyes, left they thould jee,
be converted, and be faved. For how can it ever be
fuppoled, that the Jews would foift into their Bible a
prophecy which either inconteftibly proves, that Jefus
1s the Mefliah, or cuts off all hope of his ever making
his appearance ? .
Notwithftanding the dignity of his royal Anceftors,
and the wonderful and divine glory of his perfon, this
Child was to appear in the moft abject, penurious, and
humiliating, circumftances. Thus iz the bock of
Plalms® he is reprefented as faying, I am a worm
“ and no man; a reproach of men, and defpifed of

- % thepeople. All they that iee me laugh me to fcorn.”

‘Thé prophet Ifaiah teaches the fame thing; + “He
¢ hath no form nor comelinefs , and when we fhall fee
* him, there is no beauty that we fhouid defire him.
*“ Heis defpifed and rejected of men; a man of for-
“ rows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as:*
¢ were our faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we
“ efteemed him not.” |

A Forerunner, of a very fingular appearance and ex-
traordinary charalter, was to be fent to uther in the
public mipiftry of this Prophet. { < Behold I will
¢ fend my meflenger, and he fhall prepare the way be-
¢ fore me.” And 4gain, § * Behold, I will fend you
‘¢ Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great
“ and dreadful d2 ; of the Lord.” liaiah defcribes this
meflenger asH+ - The voice of him that crieth in the
** wildernefs, Pripare ye the way of the Lord, make
“ ftraight in the defart a high-way for cur God. Every
“ valley fhall be exalted, and every mountain and hill
“ fhall be made low: and the crooked fhall be made
¢ f{traight, and the rough places plain. And the glory
‘¢ of the Lord fhall be revealed, and all flefh thall feq
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¢ it together : for the mouth of the Lord had {fpoken:

it
Itis clearl; ivretold, that Meffiah thould come while

the fecond Temple, buiit by the Jews after their return

from the Babylonifh captivity, wasftanding. Haggai,

who was feat on purpofe to Zerubbabel, governor of
Judah, and jofhua the high prieft, and the refidue of
the people, to encourage them to work in the houfe of
the Lord of hofts their God, thus addrefled them +

¢ LWhois left among you that faw this houfe in her firit
¢ glory ? and how do ye fee it now? is it not in your
¢ gyes, in comparifon of it, as nothing ? Yet now be
« fvong, O Zerubbabel, faith the Lord ; and be ftrong,
% 0O Jothua, fon of Jofedeck the high prieft; and be

¢ firong ail ye people of the lard, faith the Lord, and
« work: for I am with you, faith the Lord of holts ;
«¢ According to'the word that I covenanted with you,
** when ye came out of Egypt, fo my ipirit remaineth
 among you : fear ye not. For thus faith the Lord
¢ of hofts, Yet once, it is a little while, and I will

s fhake the Beavens, and the earth, and the fea, and |

¢ 'thedryland : And I will fthake all nations, and THE

« DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS fhall come; and [ will .

+ £ii this houfe with glory, faith the Lord of hofts.”
The prophet Malachi in like manner fays. § ¢7he Lord,
© whom ye feek, fhall fuddenly come to his Temple,
¢ eyven the meflenger of the covenant, whom ye de-
“ light in: behold he fhall come faith the Lord of
“ hoits. But who may abide the day of his coming ?
¢ and who thall ftand when he appeareth ! for he is
¢¢ like refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s foap. And he
¢ fhall fit as’ a refiner and purifier of filver: and he
¢ fhall purify the fons of Levi, and purge themas gold
‘“"and filver, that they may oifer unto the l.ord an
“ offering in righteoufnefs. Then {hall the offering of
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¢ Judah and Jerufalem be pieafant unto the Lord, as
“¢ in the days of old, and as in former years.”

His miniftry was to be of the moft condefcending, -
uleful, and beneficent, nature*. ¢ Rejoice greatly,
*¢ O daughter of Zion ; thout, O daughter of Jeru-
¢¢ falem : behold thy king cometh unto thee; he is
¢ juft, and having falvation ; lowly, and riding upon
¢ an afs, and upon a colt the foal of an afy.”” He is
introduced by Ifaiah as fayingt, ¢ The fpirit of the
“ Lord God is upon me, becaufe the Lord hath
¢ anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek,
¢ he hath fent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to
¢ proclaim liberty ‘o the captives, and the opening of
¢ the prifon to them that are bound; To proclaim the
“ ageptableyear of the Lord, and the day of venge-
¢ anceof our God ; to comforc all that mourn ; To
. ¢ appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto
¢ them beaury for afhes, the oil of Joy for mourning,
¢ the garment of praile for the {pirit of heavinefs;
¢ that they might be called Trees of righteouinefs,
¢ The planting of the Lord, that he might be glorifi-
¢ ed.t+ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried
¢ our forrows. § Behold, my fervant whomI uphold ;
* mine ele® in whom my fou! delighteth : I have
“ my fpirit upon him, he fhall bring forth judgement
““ to the Gentiles. He fhall not cry nor lift up, nor
¢ caufe his voice to be heard in the ftreet. A bruifed
4¢ reed fhall he not break, and the fmoking flax fhall
¢ he not.quench : hefhall bring forth judgement unto
« truth. He fhall not fail, nor be difcouraged, till he
¢¢ have fet judgement in the earth ; and the ifles fhall
¢¢ wait for his law. Thus f{aith God the Lord, he that
¢ created the heavens, and ftretched them out; he
< that fpread forth the earth, and that which cometh

* Zech. ix, 9. +1C Ixt, 1, 2, 3. + 16 lxrrc 40
1 If. xl11.1, 3, 3, 4, 5, 6, 75 :
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« out of it; he that giveth breath uato the people
¢ yupon it, and fpirit to them that walk therein: I the
¢ Lord have called thee in righteoufnefs, and will hold
“ thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a
« covenaiit of the peoplc, for 2 light of the Gentiles;
¢ To open the’blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners
¢ from the prifon, and them that ﬁt in darknefs out of
< the prifon houfe.”

This prophét was raifed up of his brethren the Jews:
he came unto his own, but his own received* him not.
This is diftin&tly foretold. * ¢ Therefore thus faith
“ the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion, jor a foun-
« dation, a ﬁonc, a tried ftone,-a precious corner-
¢ ftone, a fure foundation : he that believeth  fhall not
¢ make hafte.+  ‘Aznd he fhall be for a fan&uarys but
¢ for a ftone of ftumbling, and for a rock of offence
¢ tc both the houfes of Ifrael, for a gin, and for a
¢ fnare %o the inhabitants of Jerufalem.  And many
< ariiong them thall ftumble and fall, and be broken,
¢ and be fnared. and be taken.” Altho’ the generali-
ty of his countrymen were to treat him with every
mark of contumely and fcorn, as is fully exprefled in
feveral of the forecited fcriptures ; yet fome of the
Jews were to receive him ; and the end of his miffion
was to be fully accomphfhed ~Thus 1t is wrltten,
 +t Except the Lord of hofts had left unto us a very
¢ fmall remnant, we fhould have been as' Sodom and
¢ we fhould have been like unto Gomorrah.” And in
the book of Pfalms§ « The ftone which the builders
% refufed is twcomc the head ftone of the corner.
This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in our eyes.”

From the days of Jacob, the Abrahamic covenant,
and the promifes of God, were exclufively confined to
his children. ’lhus the fons of Adam were calt into

e

w

. *If, xxvryr, 16. +1IL vIyI, 14, 15, $1 161, .
Y PlLoexviie, 22, 23, | | | s



( 53 ) .

two grand divifions, whereof the one became God's
peculiar people, while the other were * aliens from
& the commonwealth of Ifrael, and Prangers from the
¢ coveiiants of promife.”” This diftinGtion, eftablithed
for wife purpofes, Mefhiah was entirely to deftroy, ané
to “ be for [alvation unto the ends of the earth.” He
is introduced as faying,§ ° And now, faith the Lord
% that formed me from the wompb to be his fervant, to
$¢ bring Jacob again to him,- Though Ifrael be not ga-
. ¢ thered, yet fhall I be glorious in the eyes of the
¢ Lord, and my God fhall be my ftrength. And he
$¢ faid, Itis a light thing that thou fhouideft be my
¢ fervant, to raife. up the tribes of Jacob, and to re-
¢¢ ftore thepreferved of-Ifrael ; I will alfo give thee for
¢ a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be my fal-
¢ vation unto the end of the earth.” And in the book.
of Pfalms, » ¢ I will declare the decree s the Lord hath
¢ faid unto me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I -
¢ begotten thee. Afk of me, and I will give thee the
« Heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft
“ parts of the earth for thy poflefiion.”

- As his ancient people were very generally to reject Mef-
fiah, and to be fet forth an awful example to the whole
world of the juft feverity of God on them for their
unbelief; fo the Gentiles were as generally to receive
his law, and to become ever after the fubjetts of his
fpiritual kingdom. They were to give their glory aud
their power unto him, and to dedicate their wealth to
his fervice. + ¢ He fhall have dominicn alfo from fea
¢ tofea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.
 They that dwell in the wildernefs fhall bow before
¢ him : and his enemies fhali lick the duft. The kings
¢ of Tarfhith and of the Ifles fhall bring prefents: the
¢ kings of ‘Sheba and Seba fhall offer gifts. Yea, all
¢ kings fhall fall down before him : all nations fhall
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< ferve him.——~And he fhall live, and to him fhail be
¢ given of the gold of Sheba; prayer alfo thall be
* made for him continually, and daily fhall he be
< praifed.—-His name fhall endure for ever : his name
¢ fhall be continued as long as the Sun; and men fhall
¢ be blefled in him : all natiens thall call him blefled.”
One of the chief ends of Mefliah’s coming into the
world was, to make bis foul an offering for fin. This
gendered it neceflary that he fhould be clothed with the
charalter of a prieft. Accordingly we find in the
book of Plalmas+ Thbe Lord hath fivoern, and will not
repent, Thou art a Prigf for ever, after the order of
Meclchizedek. The doftrine of propitiatory facrifices is
one of the moft difficult to be under{tood by rational
creaturcs. It canhaveno placein a ftate of innocency.
Its neceflity arifes folely from gailt; therefore nothing
analogous te it can be found in cur natural concepti-
ons: but it muflt be a matter of pure revelation com-
municated to man after he became an ofiender. This
confideration reprefles the petulance of a vain philofo-
phy, and teaches us, that, in order to underitand this
amportant doctrine, revelation alone muit be confulted.
Here the humble believer, who gladly receives truth on
the fimple teftimony of the Spirit of infpiration, ob-
tains the moft ample and fatisfactory inftruction.
Sacrifices prevailed from the fall of man, forming
. part of the public wortfhip of all that feared God.
Abraham feems to have been led toa very diftin@ know-
ledge of them, when he was commanded to offer up
his cnly fon Ifaac. The Angel, fpeaking from heaven,
commanded him not 3 flay his fon ; * And Abrabam
lifted up his eyes and looked, and bebald, behind him a
ram caught > a thickst by bis horns : and Abrabam
went and took the ram, z2»d offered bim up for a burat-

offering, in the fiead of his fon. This tranfadtion no
m
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doabt made a lively impreffion on Ifaac, and was faith-
fully taught by him to aH his defcendants. .
The Aaronical prieft-hood, and all the fervices of
_the tabernacle, their facrifices, offerings, fprinklings
and purifyings were types of Chrift, and prefigured the
great falvation procured by his death. The moft lumi-
nous inftruction, on this fubjed, is conveyed by the
fervices appointed for the great anniverfary day of
atonement.» * And Aaron fhall bring the bullock of
“ the fin-offering, which is for himfelf, and fha¥l m.':e
‘“ an atonement for himfelf, and for his houfe, and fhail
“ kill the bullock of the fin-offering, which is for
“ himfelf. And he fhall take a cenfer full of burning
¢ coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord, and
 his hands full of fweet incenfe beaten fmall, and
¢ bring it within the vail. . And he fhall put the in-
- ¢ cznfe upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of
‘ the incenfe may cover the mercy-feat that is upon
“ the teftimony, that hedie not. And he fhall take of
“ the bloed of the bullock, and fprinkle it with his fin-
“ ger upon the mercy-feat, eaft-ward: and before the
“ mercy-feat fhall he fprinkle of the blood with his
“ fingerfeven times. Then fhall he kill the goat of
“ the fin-offering that is for the people, and briag his
¢ blood within the vail, and do with that blood, as
“ he did with the blood of the bullock, and fprinkle
““ itupon the mercy-feat, and before the mercy-feat.
“ And he fhall make an atonement for the holy place,
¢ becaufe of the uncleannefs of the children of rael,
“ and becaufe of their tranfgreflionsin all their fins -
¢ ——-And when he hath made an end of reconciling the
“ holy place, and the tabernacle of the Congregation,
“ and the altar, he fhall bring the live goat. And
“ Aaron fhall lay both his hands upon the head of the
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© ¢ live goat, and confefs over him all the iniquities of
¢ the children of lfrael, and all their tranfgreflions in
“ all their fins; putting them upon the head of the
¢¢ goat, and fhall fend him away by the hand of a fit
¢ man unto the wildernefs. And the goat fhall hear
“ upon him all their iniquities, unto a land nc: inha.
¢ bited : and he fhall let go the goat in the wildernefs.
¢ ....And this fhall be a ftatute for ever unto you;
¢ that in the feventh month, on the tenth dayof the -
¢ month, ye thall affli& your fouls, and do no work at
¢.all, whether it be one of your own country, or a
¢ ftranger that fojourneth among you. For on that
¢¢ day fhall the prieft make an atonement for you, to
¢ cleanfe you, that ye may be clean from all your
¢ fins before the Lord. It fhall be a fabbath of reft
“ unto you, and ye fhall affli& your fouls by a ftaiute
¢ for ever.--—-And this fhall be an everlafting ftatute
¢ unto you to make ar atonement for the children of
¢ Ifrael, for all their fins, once a year.” Thus were
the lfraclites gradually prepared to underftand what is
prophefied of the Mefliah ® He was wounded for our
tranfgréffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities : the
chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with bis
Seripes we are healed. All we like fbecp have gone
aftray : we bhave turned every one to his own way, and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquily of us all--It
pleafed the Lordto bruife him, he hath put himte gr:if :
when thou fhall make his foul an offering for jin, be fball
Jee bis feed, be thall prolong his days, and the pleafure of
¢he Lord fball profper in bis hand. He fhall fee of the
travail of bis foul and be fatisfied: by his knowledge [ball
my rightesus fervant juflify many; for he fhall bear tlsir
iniquities.

Many things feemingly of little importance, which
happened during his laft {uffcrings, and at h's dcath,
are diftinétly foretold. + “ My God, my God, why
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“ haft thou forfakeri me ?—All that fee me, laugh me
““ to {corn: they fhoot out the lip, they thake the head,
* —All my bones are out of joint:—"They pierced my
“ hands and my feet —They part my garments among
~ * them, and caft lots upon my vefture.* ¢ In my thir{t

‘ they gave me vinegar to drink.”” He was to be bu-
ried, but could not be held under the power of death,
“ + He made his grave with the wicked, and with the
* rich in hisdeath. t+ ¢ Thou wilt not leave my foul in
¢ hell; neither wilt thou fuffer thine holy one to fee
¢ corruption. Thou wilt thew me the path of life.”

No man, except Jefus of Nazarath, ever laid claim to
this charaer in all its variety and extent. He declar-
ed himfelf the Meflish prcmifed t¢ the fathers; and
every one acquainted with the New Teftament muit ac-
knowledge, that he fulfilled all that was written, and
that every particular predi¢ted of him applied to his

erfon and charalter with the moft minute exa@nefs.
- Now this lays fo ftrong and deep a foundation for our
holy Faith, as all the wit and fophiftry of men, and all
the power and malice of hell, fhall never be able to
fhake. Iought. |

Lajtly, To mention the inftructions contained in the
devotional, moral, and other didatic parts of the Old
Teftament.

To make an epitome of thefe is impoffible. To be
known they muft be carefully perufed. The.ively fen-
timents of devotion they contain will warm the heart,
and give a new {pring to the affections. The excellent
leffons of moral wifdom, with which they abound, will
inform the judgement, and prove a fure guide in all the
various and - trying circumftances of human life. The
doétrines give full employment to the genius of the
motft learned and acute; while, at the fame time, they
will make the fimple wife.. "T'hefe inftructions are fo va-

e

* Pl LxIX 21 t+i.rxer. 9. § Pl xvi, 10, 1L,

H




( 58 )

rious ana fo important, that they alone are fufficient to
evince the great Utility of the fcriptures of the Old
Teftament. But when we confider, that hence we de-
rive our knowledge of the Creator and of creation: that
here welearn the original ftate of the human race, and
how it became corrupted and depraved: that the Old
Teftament contains fatisfying difcoveries of God’s pur-
pofes of grace to finners, and begins the developement
of that plan by which free agents, without trenching on
their liberty, are recovered from guilt and gradually re-
ftored to happinefs: that here the effect of God’s difco-
veries of mercy, of the application of grace, and the ex-
ercife of faith is beautifully elucidated; together with
the frightful confequences of tranfgreflion when it re-
mains unfubdued: that we here learn how God governs
this world: "I hat we are taught, how God prepared the
moral and political ftate of the world for compleating
the plan of redemption by the coming of the great Deli-
verer: and that fuch a defcription of Meffiah is given,
and of the time and circumftances of his appearance as
~that he could not fail to be known when he came: I
fay, when we confider all this, we cannot doubt, that
Whatfoever things were written aforetime, were written
Jor our learning. 1 come now,

II. To direct to the practical improvement of this
fubject: but as I have already trefpafied fo far on your
patience, I'fhall do little more than barely name the
particulars which I once intended pretty fully to illuf-
trate.

1ft. Divinerevelation, as we now have it, was not in-
tended for innocent creatures; but is the difcovery of
God’s purpofes of grace and mercy to guilty miferable
“oftenders: and proves the means of ref<uing every one
from perdition who cordially receives it.

That it is effe@tual to anfwer ail the purpofes for
which it was given, no man, Ithink, can‘doubt who
carefully perules the lives of the Old Teftament faints,
‘Lhe greater the crimes of which they were guilty, the
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more clearly the efficacy of the fyftem, by whichh they
were brought to repentance, 1s evinced. Confidering
the dimnefs of their light, it is furprifing to fee to what
heights of fanclity, to what ftedfaft virtye many of them
attained. If any of you then, my dear hearers, feel
yourfelves the feats of guilt, and the victims of wretch-
ednefs, to you thefe words of peace are fent: and 1 ob-
telt you as you, value your own fouls,as you pant after
eafe, as you defire eternal fhappinefs and dread everlaft-
ing mifery, to open your ears that you may. receive the
inftru&ions of wifdom. They will prove your life: for
you may reft affured, that whofoever believeth fhall be
faved ; and he that believeth not thall be damned’

2d. The Old Teftament, being the opening of the
plan of redemption, is to the New Teltament what the
toundation is to the fuperftructure.

3d. From what has been delivered, welearn the true
ufe of reafon in matters of faith.

1t is that faculty by which we afcertain that God
fpeaks, and comprehend the meaning of what he reveals,
but muft implicitly receive every thing that he commu-
nicates. It may be thus illuftrated, a fervant muft ne-
ver difpute the propriety of Ris maier’s orders, but he
muft be fure that his mafte~ {neaks, that he hears diftin&-
ly all that he fays, and iu’i¥ underftands his meaning,
4th. We fez the great importance of perufing with
diligence aud care the Old Teftament fcriptures.

They fhew us the nature of the divine government
under which we live: they lead us cl:arly to underftand,
why the judgements of God are fent on the earth, and
what our behaviour under them ought to be. God af-
flits not willingly; but when the wickednefs of men,
the daring boldnefs of a vain philofophy, producing an
cvil heart of unbelief, ora general difregard of divine
ordinances, obftruts the progrefls of the plan of grace,
then he will vifit the iniquity of his people upon them,
till they are humbled under his mighty hand. The
Old Teftament places before us a valt variety of the
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moft lively examples; that we thro’ paticnce and comfort
of the fcriptures might bave hope. On thefe facred pa-
ges, therefore, the beiiever will pore by day, and rumi.
nate by night: he will efteem them above his neceflary
food.

sth. Thefe fcriptures are a dead letter, unlefs peruf-
ed with a lively aclive faith.

No wonder Infidels call many paffages of fcripture
filly, uninftrutive anecdotes. That part of it which
refpets God and his government they utterly rejet as
of no authority: norcan they, without faith, aét othcx.'-,
wiie. Now it is of no confequence to know the parti-
culars of any man’s life; but to be clearly informed,
~ how thefe become the means of his eternal happinefs

or mifery, is of the utmoft importance to us in the con-
duct of our lives. “Lhisis knowledge that makes us
truly wife; but it can only be attained by reading the _
fcriptures with faith unfeigned.

6th. We fee the reafon why all Infidels agree in
reprefenting the Old Teftament in a mutilated and
traveftied ftate.

It is undeniably the oldeft book in the world, and
containis hiftorical informatdon of the moft curious and
interefting nature. Confidered as a book of law, and
a fpiritual phyfician, it was neceflary to touch every cafe
incident to man. It contains nothing like indelicate
wantonnefs or immodefty. Every candid perfon fees,
that fuch a book would have been defetive, if it had
not fully handled every fubject it contains; and tho’
this made fome expreflions proper, which without fufh-
cient reafon will not be ufed; yet it was utterly impofii-
ble to treat of thefe neceffary {ubjeéts in a more decent,
delicate, and edifying manner.

But it tells us plainly we are finners, and points out
the only method of recovery from guilt. This makes

unbelicvers mad. They call themfelves perfeét; they
want no forgivenefs; they boaft of being above the
{neaking meannefs of acknowledging God for their go-
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vernor, and deny that he has any right either to punith
or pardon. Senfible that common fenfe difclaims fuch
impious conceits, they try to drown her voice by the
number and refpeCtability of their party. Thus they
inceflantly decry the fcriptures; and, by making them
leem ridiculous, theyblind the eyes of filly, thought-
lefs, inconfiderate youths; fo that they will not perufe
them, left they fhonld be convinced, belicve and be
faved. In this manner, a vile difingenuous ftratagem
prometes the defigns of thofe of our race, who, them-
felves irrecoverably depraved, have, like the Devil,
made feduétion their trade.

Laftly. Allow me, my much refpefted Fathers and
Brethren, to conclude by faying, Let us diligently
fearch the fcriptures; that, bringing out of thefe inex-
hauftible treafures things new and old, our difcourfes
may be full of the wildom that is from above, and
prove to our people, A word fitly [pcken, which the
wife man aflures us, is like apples of gold in piclures of
Silver.  AMEN,




