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A DV ERTISEMENT

THE dodrines inculeated in the follozving ¢ Leffons” fo nearly
coincide avith thofe ideas that have ;o long  prevailed in this country,
relaiive o ihe natural and political rights of man, and furnifb fo ex-
cellont and flriking a commentary upon thofe great principles of repubs
lican equality, awkich formerly gave birth to the American, and more
recently to the French Rewolution, that the Publifbers of THIS
AMERICAN EDITION determined, upon fir/l fight of the work,
to re-print it wiily all the expedition that circumflances would admit.—
1: may not be improper 10 adld, that the quiety unmolefled, and unmea
naced pullication and circulation of this looz, Mr. Painc’s Rights
of Mun, &¢. through Great Britain, evidently proves that a Revo-
lution bas already been effecluated on the minds of the people there,
awbhich muff foon pervade the rotten parts of their government and pro«
cure as thorough areform, both civil and ecclefiaflical, as kas al-
ready taken pluce in France : It being an indifputable truth, that the
enlightened fpirit of England awill never fuffer the French to exift fur

any length of time, a frecr nution than themfelves.

Twe PUBLISHERS.
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INTRODUCTION.

VERY writer withes to have fomething unde-itood, though
he may feldom fuggeft the truth, refpe@ing himielfi—
That I am approaching the extremity of life, may be erclited,
from my garrulity, from a general recurrence to diftant eveats,
as authorities, and from an affetation of prophecy or prediction.

That I am difintereited, will not be fuppofed, at a time when
the poflibility of difintereftednefs is difputed. Concealing my
name even from the Printer and publifher; laying indifcrimi-
natcly before the exalted perfonage I addrefs, the truths that
occur to me ; and cenfuring equally his friends and opponents : It
will Le dificult, Yor it is difficult to myf{clf, to imagine any in-
terefls atuating my mind, befides thofe of a public nature.

That I have not been a {pe&lator only of the incidents of this
agc, every man of bufinefs will difcern by internal evidence——
That I am not an author by profcflion, will be ;)crceived by the
loweft retainer of periodical criticifm—my great obje& is to
roufe latent principles in a mind I think excelle:t, which has
been negleted, or mifled with defign. If I fucceed, I fhall
filently carry the fatisfadion to the tomb that awaits me~——-1If I
fail, my laft, will only fhare the fate of fome former efforts —

and their inefficacy will reconcile me to their oblivion.
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LESSON L

VIEW OF THE PRINCE’S EDUCATION, AND ITS EFFECTS.

Privatas [pes agitantes, fine publica cura. Tac.

EMETRIUS Phalereus advifed Ptolemy to ftudy books ;
vecaufe things might be written in them, which his
friends dared not advife.

Your Royal Highnefs is refpe€fully requefted to confider the
prefent feQion as an hiftorical pi€ure, in which you are the
principal figure.

It is the reproach of Euglith education, that ornamental ob-
je€ts are preferred to thofe of utility ; and an invariable mode
of forming a fcholar is applied to all the purpofes of life. The
preceptors of your Royal Highnefs are not anfwerable for the de-
feQs of a plan, in the formation of which they were not confult-
ed®. They may be fufficiently juftified by your proficiency in the
belles lettres, and iu the general accomplifhments of a gentleman.

In moral arrangements, and in prudential preparatiuns for the
firit impreflions of fociety, the royal {yftein was extremely defect-
ive. The education of the King had been monaftic; and the
Queen, bred up in the @ronomy of a little court, introduced a
fpecics of penury, as unfavorable to the minds, as it may be ad~
vantageous to the private fortunes of the royal children,

The momeant of your Royal Highnefs’'s emancipation was
that of a prifoner from confinement : you plunged into the joys
of fociety, with the avidity of one who had never tafted joy.

: B

* The queftion, “ Whether it was expedient the Princes fhould be fcho-
lars” greatly agitated the cabinet of B——— houfe almoft a year. Dr. M——
a..d Mr. J——— had engaged tiem in the road of knowledge. Lord Hew—
traverfed their endeavours;—-and they were exchanged for the fupplc
He=d and the infignificant A=—.
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The ftrong contraft formed by the pleafurable world and
Buckingham-haufe ; and the petty fpivit of reproach and crimi-
nation incident ¥o-parentrof rechufe difpofitions—generated that
oppolition, af which the great factions of the time availed them-
felves, and to which alone it can be beneficial. It was tafte ra-
ther than judgment that determined your opinion on every thing
foftered at Buckingham-houfe ; and the maxims of that houfe,
which precipitated you into the arms of party, will fhortly be
difcerned to-have no affinity with thofc of real prudence, or real
wifdom.

~ That T am not devoted to the party at Buckingham-houle—
for I call every combination' a party, which is not formed on
public principles—you will often in thefe lucubrations have occa-
fion to perceive. ‘The great evil of the oppofition that bealts
your Royal Highnefs’s fanétion is, that by an odium which
time and talents have not abated, it fhadows an admiuiftration
incapable, ignorant, and at enmity with the eflential principles
of a free conftitution. The prefent miniltry ¢mbrace every
plaufible pretence to circumicribe and abolith the trial by jury;
beftow honors and benefices with views of corrupt influence
flightly difguifed ; employ the pretence of paying off the nation-
al debt, to cncreafe taxes and multiply eftablifhiments for private
purpofes:: and they involve the country in a predatory war, n
hopes fome chances may furnifh pretences for checking the pro-
grefs of that liberty, which at this time menaees equally the in-
fidious chicane of one leading partizan, and the imperious auda-
city of another ; which may call Britain as well as France to its
ftandard ; and beftow on its minifters the fats of Breteuil, Bri-
-enne, Launay, and Calorme. With this actual charatter, and
with thefe known views, minifters are fecure of their places, and
may proceed without danger, in advancing the intereils of their
connetions, and injuring thofe of the public; in infults to ail
rank, merit, and fervice, not fubmiffive to their will ; and in the
moft impudent jobs for parliamentary corruption—Why ?—Not
‘becaufe they are prote@ed by your Royal Father—not from
their intereft or conneQions in the country—~not by their abili-
tics and talents—BUT MERELY BY THE UNIVERSAL DREAD OF
THE DEPREDATIONS OF A NEEDY AND PROFLIGATE CABAL.
Let this dread be removed ; let the people of England be convin-
ced, th-t the confequence of difmiffing the prefent adminiftration
‘aill got Be the introduétion of this cabal into power, Pitt, and the
corrupt clufter furrounding him, would inftantly fink .unde.r the
waeight of the public refentment of his perfidious fervility in all
the mafqued and cowardly machinations of defpoti{m.
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Pitt, therefore may thank your Royal Highnefs for the prof-
ft& of permanence in a fituation for which he has no better qua-
thcations than any other loquacious barrifter, who, by the habit of
doathing profufely and indifcriminately the ideas of others, lofes
the power of inventive conception, and becomcs ns deftitute of
original tdeas, as of real honor and moral principle.

- Your Royal Highnefs will think me miftaken, becaufe you
will not cafily imagine L.-have more wifdom or better information
than the perfons on whofe talents you relv.

“ What !”” your Royal Highnefs may fay, ¢ fhall I attend
“ to the opinions of an unknown writer, who may be a dotard,
“ in oppofition to thofe of a Fox, a Burke, a Sheridan, whofe
¢ abilities are acnowledged to be fuperlative, and who are
¢ forced from the public helm, only by the malignity of for-
€ tune

That I am unksown, is in my favour. By announcing my
name, I might put in a claim to the attention and patronage of
your Roval Highnefs. ‘That the abilities of the gentlemen you
protect arc brilliant and fplendid, I will aow ; but that they are
tuperlative, or of the firft order of human taleats, I will examine;
and if you will have the patience to attend ine, I will enable your
Royal Highnefs to judge. :

On a flight recofle@ion of the political atchievments of Fox,
Burke, and Sheridap, your Royal Highnefs will perceive, that
they have often furnifhed high and rapturous eatertainment for
" numerous and mingled audiences ; and that on queftions of great
importance, and in fituations of confiderable difficulty, their abi-
litics have always difappointed their friends. -

I am going to hazard an opinion, on which I would hazard
my hie—that Fox, by far the fuperior man of the party, is re-
markably defeCtive in the great and inventive properties of wif-
dom—-~fchemes, plans, information, or materials, have ever been
collected for Fox by all the talents and induftry of a powerful
party ; and hc has, above all men, the faculty of inftantly giving
order and expreffion to uncouth and enormous mafles: but his
mind not embracing the origin of meafures, it is a chance that he
dirc@s them to the ruin or tu the advantage of his party. I
wiil give as iuftances—the coalition—the India bill—the inherent
right to the regency—aud the trial of Warren Haﬁin§§—evcnlts
which mark the public iife of Mr. Fox with national odium ; and
he has incurred it, not from difhonefty, for if there be an honeit
man among all the palitical adventurers and champions of the
time, he is Charles Fox ; but for want of abilities, for want of
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Who proje&ted tie coalition, I am noi :iuformed. By inter-
nal evidence, 1 fhould adjuded it to be the idea of Burke : the
extravagant abfurdity of it {uits no other rmnd.

The India bill, I am well affured, 1s Burke’s own offspring ;
and it ftrongly bears the impreflions of its parent.

The doétrine of horeditary regeney was furnithed by Lord
Loughborough (the well-known Wedderburne) with abundant
proniifes of zuthgerities aud reafons, which were never fulfilled.

an wne trial of Haftings, eloqueace has been employed, like
water in an inundation, without juigment and without advan-
tage.

gAd the objeds in the contemplation of My. Fox on thefc celes
brated occafions, might have been obtaingd—not only without
infamy, but with applaufe.

Pitt has ¢btained them all, with abilities greatly inferior, but
with the art of profiting by the errors of Fox. He has all the
advantages of th= coalition, by detaching kehinfon * from his
old mafter, He b-s acquired more power in India than Mr. Fox
aimed at, by only faving appearances with the King: he has
acquired popularity by a doétrine refpe@ing the power of two
eftates in Parliament, which if advanced by Mr. Fox, would
have procured his impeachment : and he has rendered his op-
f;mcnts the inftruments of his own purpofes refpeting Mr.

: 1.

Sﬂl‘:(l.‘lf are the fuperlative abilities of your Royal Highnefs’s pria-
cipal, though, perhaps, not your favarite counfellor,

That Burke has talents, no man of fenfe will deny : but they
are fuperﬁcxal oftentatious, and want the guidance of judgment
and iciencs.  Satis cloquentic fapientie parum,

Sheridan. with equal imagiration, has more art; ; and being
educated or the ftage, underftands the method of giving effect to
every fentiment, altion, and expreflion.  But he is a mere artifi-
cer  f fcenes : hus oratiyns are plays in a new form ; and they
produce am:fcment and admiration, never convition or refpect.

The abilizies end agcomplihments of the three united would
not conftitut: « tatefman, ora truly great man. ‘Their fancies
or imagination: ai- not balanced by fcience, or by that high and
exalted reaton which is formed by the calm and patient ftudy of

* Lord W-rih’s confidential fecretary.

+ If 1he condp@ of the minifter were thoroughly underftood in this bu,
finefs; if the motives of his fuddes converfion to the opinion that Haflings
fhould be impeachcd, were ftated to parliament and the country by enable
and honclt fenstor, we might fee what we have long wanted, 3 minifter
rendered actually refponfible.
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philofophy, a profourid acquaintance with hxﬁory, and the fri&
difcipline of mathematics.

Your Royal Higljaefs. will therefore- derive po real z\dvantagc
from the boaﬁed talcnts of thefe orators, unlefs they fhould anfwer
Rabelais’ opinion of Pantagrel, who covered his whole army with
his tongue,and fheltered it from inclemencies and inconvenicacies.

R e

LESSON IL

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.
Rebus minoribus quifgue tendentes. Tac.

KNOW your Royal Highnefs is not remarkable for long
or patient attention ; and that the important habit of it has
not been an abjeét in your education.

I have, therefore, divided the fubje& of the firlt leffon I meant
to fubmit to your perufal.

If the champions of the party you have efpoufed are fuch as I
have defcribed—if the combined talents.of the phalanx have not
produced public refpe@—what can your Reyal Highnefs hope
from a fyflem of favouritifm for the elevation of the maft cxcep-
tionable—I do not.cemcur in the trivial obje@tions to Mr. Sheri-
dan’s origin, education, and deftination—1f thefe were more ex-
ceptionable than they are reprefented tobe 3 they are circumftan-
ces in which the will and chara&er of the man are not concerned:

I do not obje& to any irregularities, which are the fair rcfult
of youthful and ftrong paffions.

I believe not one half of the common catalogue of his ﬁrata-
gems and expedients to procure or avoid the payment of money.

But Sheridan is a cameleon : his words, his fentiments, his
paﬂions, take their colour from furrounding obje@s: he feems
cvery thing to every man ; is unfufceptible of real attachment ;
and though he may have prote€tors and admirers, Sheridan is
without a friend.

You may pecularly diftinguifh fuch a man—you may, on
fome future occafion, give him the lead in your councils: but the
pcwer of a throne would not fuftain him in the fituation. -

Recolle@ the manner in which propofitions from him have
been received in Parliament, that would have covered another
with glory. Recolle@ the principal caufe, in the obtrufion of
his interference during thc ilinefs of your Roy al Father, and in
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the method of managing your paffions to the purpofes of his am.
bition. )

‘The artifices of that period were {o clearly and inftantaneouf-
Yy perceived, that the nation felt to its utmoft extremities a re-
pugnance and deteftation, which the amiable chara@er and man-
rers of your Reyablighaefs could hardly reftrain within the li-
mits of peace.

Czn your Rayzl Highnefs imagiue, the country was agi-
tated or interefted by the queftion of right? Do you fuppofe
the probable acceflion of the refpeétable and patriotic familics
of Devonthire and Portland occafioned alarm? Or can your
Royal Highnefs conceive, that exchanging Pitt for Fox in the
offices of venality, could excite the general terror, which fanc-
tioned refolutions of Parliament the moft abfurd, the moft un-
conftitutional, the molt inimical to Liberty ; which embalmed
the numerous and important errors of your Father’s reign; di-
rected the public withes to the royal couch with a fervour littde
fhert of 1dolatry ; and hailed the King’s recovery as a national
falvation 2#—No ; it was the dread of {eeing the government of
the country degraded, by being committed to a cabal,—of which
1 fhall {foon give fome defcription.

As it may be neceflary to allude to A Lapy, I hope nothing
can elcape me that may be interpreted into injuitice, orin-
delicacy to a fex, which is under too many difadvantages from
the cuitoms and laws of the land. Though I am old, I have not
loft my memaory of the rapturous feafon of love, 1 am incapa-
ble of an aét fo daftardly, as to fully the fame, or wound the
peace of a woman.

* [t is not with love; itis with artifice and ambition, 1 am at
war—and they are of no fex.
.« When you felt the fafcinations of the Perdita,* prudence fmi-
led, and the error was juftified by tafte: but Clegpatrat never
faw, never will {ce in Anthony, any thing befides the probable
oraiter of the world. .

Evety meafure, from the firt moment of acquaintance, has
been fyftematic : the expericnced dame praliicd from art the
lcfTon which Nature taught Daphne ; fhe fled, that Apollo might
follow ; and by combiuing a flight and fickle inclination with
Royal impatience, fhe formed a pafiion, which had been in vain
attempted by charma and talents intinitely fuperior,

Thefe things would not have been worth the trouble of re-
cording, if the great objett of the fyltem had not been politicd
power.

* Mrs. Robinfon. $+ Mrs. Fitzhictert,
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You will perceive the truth, if your Royal Highsefs will re-
golledt, that whenimpelled by filial duty to attend your Royal
Parent on afick bcd, -the Lady fixed hLerfelf at Bagthot, under
the fympathetic wing of a Roval Dutchefs,* and at%tndfd by
her faithful, difinterefled friends, Mr. and Mrs. Sheridzn.

On this occafion the Casar was formed, which wich fome
variation in its meritbers fubfiits to this time, and confifts ofer
a very great Dutchefs, afair and plump Lady of great ambitien;y
Capt. Payne, B P t, Mr. and Mrs. Shkeridan, &e.

Conceive, Sir, the public fentiment, when a quellion of the
utmoft importance was depending, no accefs to your Royal High-
nefs was to be had, no meflage delivered, not-a word to be
{poken without the knowledy e of one or more of thefe refpedable
Perfonages. The nation lolt all judgment va the fubjets under
confideration: the people faw ouly the cabal ; the little White
Houfc} in Pall Mall was regarded with the feelmgs of Syracule
at the ear of Dionyfius ; and the miniter might have marched
his parliamentary adherents over propofitions more abfurd and
pernicious, than thofe which afligned to prepared majorities
in a vicious and inadequate rcprefentation, the whole political
power of a free {tate.

The projeéted Court of the Re?tnt'did not ’cfcape the publie
knowledge ; and the greaz Dutchefs had planned 1t on the model
of that of Comus. The Laby was to be ennobled, to have her
evening crawing rooms, in the manner of the Countefs of Yar-
mouth, and the modes of venality which diftinguithed the poh~
tics of that favourite would not bhave been inexpedient to the
circumftances, or unfuitable to the principles of the Cabal.

To accultom the public eye to the purpofed imverfion of rank
and order, the grecat Dutchefs introduced the lady into the ac-
ceflible puriieus of royalty, and fhe was frequently difplayed, as
one of its poflible appendages, within the envied rails of Rotten-
Row. 1 faw the effect of that difpiay on the crowd which ob-
fervedit ; and if Pitt or Dundas had formed the ftratagem, it
could not have been more to their purpofe. The heads of all the
firft families in the kingdom were offended at the appearance of
Sheridan in the foreground, duting the preparatory tranfattions
for a Regency; but their wivesand daughters felt aninfult when
the great Dutchefs conveyed the Ladyin triumph to breathe the
royal duft of Rotten-Row.

f
* Dutchefs of Cumberland. 4 Mrs. Fitzherbert.

1 MNlrs. Fitzherbert's.
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This is another inftance of the judgment of your counfcllors,
who difcern not that important confequences often arifc from
little caufes. No circumftances operated more rapidly and
effeGually than this incident on the zcal and attachment of the
moft refpeétable and valuable of your friends.

Sirce the Recovery of your Royal Father, thefe friends juft
fave appcarances ;- they frequently exprefs their apprehenfions,
that the habit of admitting and favouring witlings, buffoons,
fiddlers, fencers, and bruifers, will continve too long, and fix your
charatter with the public. Henry V. to whom your Royal High-
nefs is frequently compared, indulged his eccentricities at eigh-
teen ; your Royal Highnefs is approaching the age of thirty.
Henry’s companionsand his Dorr TearsHEeT, were the re-
vellers of an hour ; your Royal Highnefs is invefted by anin-
terefted, fordid fet ; their advice, their fuggeftions, thcir mea-
fures would be a profanation of every thing princely : the modes
of expence, the ftratagems for obtaining money, the intermix-
ture of Royal Spies* and princely confidants, the familiarities of
adventurers, &c. are not refpeétable, and being long continucd,
imprefs on the nation an idea of charaéteriftic and incurable frivo-
lity. This idea has been entertained by the moft enlightened and
valuable of your formerfriends ; and theirabfence from your private
parties, or no&urnal confultations, has given an artful and defign-
ing adventurer an opportunity of raifing himfelf into confequence,
tothe greatoffence of thofe old and refpe@able families who actu-
ally placed on the throne the Houfe of Brunfwick, and fupport-
ed it againft foreign and dometlic foes at a great expence of blood
and treafure.

I entreat your Royal Highnefs to confider the circumftances
which menace the peace and profpenty of this country, hovever
advantageous its prefent fituation.

It has efcaped the precipice to which the American war had
brought it, by a concurrence of events in Europe, to which it
has not contributed by its talents or meafures, though folly may
afcnbe them to its Minifters and Councils : thofe events will
foon have their efleéts ; anda ftate of general peace, which even
war muft fhortly produce, will favor that gencral difpofition in
Europe for which philofophy has been long preparing it, which
muft foon reach this ifland, and the nature of which I have under-
taken to explain to you.

¢ Mifs B— P—t and Capt. Payne are in the family without appointment,
ard hope to be the Madame Schwellenburgh and Jenkinfoa of Carlton
Houfe.
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To contemplite this ditpofition, to mark its approaches, and
to julgeof its efiotz, may be an employment as worthy your
abilit’ cs. as it may be iutcrefting to vour future fate. But
this !5 not to Lz dune among the pucnlc and petty duir'-‘hons
of your prefeat ftuation. (,unf..nt to the withes of your Rov-
al parents-—y ield to the earneft deiires of your country, by a
marrfage becoming your dignity, and by the eftblithment of a
refpectable houthold: and then your Royal Highnefs may look
furward, with thouuhtml conﬁdcratxou to the umd.nts and du-
t.cs that probably await you.

LESSON IIL

tivae ! wobat !l ifthey 39 on al this rats. inthirty years tf:ey awill not
Lave a King in Eurape !
Geerce 111

F s Muicfty meant arbitrary kings, or perfons invefted with
numerous dalcn.twn.zr) powers, Iam nclined to adopt the
0‘)1 aton,

Whethier the executive power of the State fhould be in one or
i1 manv, i not with me a queftion : but that the executive
thould cuzntroul, diret or influcuce the legifiative ;5 or that any
tprcies of power, prerogative, or privilege fthould be independent
of the public will, is a queftion to which the abilities of the
world feem at this time to be diredted.

If your Royal Highaefs would but very curforily examine
the hnﬁor) of I‘.urupc, you would find, in almoft every page,
inftances and acls of power, prerugative, and privilege, to the
difadvantage and injury of focicty. Thefe a&ts have excited con-
vulfions, whu.h have been denominated rebellion or patriotifm,
according to their effects. It feems at this time to be the general
purpofe of political philofophy—not to expel or degrade con-
ftitutional kings—but to demolith thofe fpurious and’ pernicious
beings which are the offspring of pmll :ge, and whoic operati-
ons are capnuous, arbitrary, and mifc! .ucw.ons.

"The great inquiry befors the philofophical world is—not the
nature of God, the mechanifim of the unmiverfe, or the compofi-
tion of its elemcnts, but the prmczpluz of fociety. The world has
been flooded with the blood of its inhabitants by the caprices of

C
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tyrante, under the denomination of emperor, king, conful, fe-
ate, parliamert, and populer affembly ; and the miferies of
nullions demand of wifdom, ¢ Where 1s the power which efta.
*¢blill.es and connells all the orders of 2 commanity, and on
“ whichthey alldepend? Where is the centre to which every
¢ thing tends, the principle from which all is derived, the fove-
“ reign that can do cvery thing 2 Who can point out to us the
“ form, the organizaticon of that moral perfon, a fociety or com-
“ munity, to which unity is neceflary, and of which Liberty is
“ the effedt I

What anlsers have been made to this demand, may deferve
theattenticn ¢f your Roral Highn:fs; asit may enable youto
form an opinion on the King’s predi€iion,

The fophiftry of politicel writers has becn exhauvfted on the
cemparative merits of monarchics, ariftocracies, and democracies,
but o riodel has been exhibited, no form delineated, of a focie-
ty which may prote@ and deferd with its whole force the per-
on and property of every one of its members, and in which each
individual, by uniting himfelf to the whole, fhall neverthelefs be
obedient only to himfelf, and remazin fullv at liberty to every
thing but :njury. )

The general refult, however, of inquiry and experiment on
political {fubje@s is,—an ogpinion or principle that the fupreme
power of every ftate is in the body of the peofile; becaufe it can
have no interet! contrary to that of individualy, und ftands notin
need of guarantees: for it isimpoffible the body fhould attempt
to hurt itfelt, or havea difpofition to injure its members,

But how is the general will to be obtained ? Individuals may

have private wills regarding private interelt ; but the general
will s direfted only to the general good.
. Hiftory will not greatly aflit us. Defpotic and monarchic
fates are out of the mquiry. Indced every lawiul government is
neceffarily a republic ; for no other can have the public intereft
for its cbject : but thofe denominated republics in ancient and
modern hiftory, have pot the puilic interell for their object,
znd are not formed to promote it. Athens, Lacedemon and
Rome were ruled by idle and profliizate nobs in contention with
privileged fenates. Ariftotle feems to prefer the conflitution of
Carthage to any other; but hejuftly obferves, it was highly re-
prehenfible, becaufe the fame perfon might be appointed to fe-
veral offices ; and a certain rovenue or birth was neceflary to ci-
vil fituations—virtue being cftimated as nothing.

Modcern politics have admitted, in a few ftates, that the general
veic: fhould have a mode of exprefing it(elf, and that the mode
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fhouid be a part of the conftitution: this has given ri’e to the idca
of reprefentation and the sppointment of deputies.

BUT THE SUPREME POWER OR THE ACTUAL SOVERRIGETY
OF A STATE CANNOT BE REPRESENTED OR DEPUTED. Powers
may be delegated of vaiious and extenfive effe€t ; bur the omnipo.
tence of fociety, if any where, is in itfelf. In the attempt to de.
legate fovereign power, the community would confign to its princes
or its parliaments the difp-fition of life and property—on what con-
dition? ‘I'hat thcy may difpofe of thein as they pleafe.

The alt which conftitutes government is not, cannot be even a
contralt ; it is the will, the arbitrary law of an abfolute fovereign.
The deo™fitanies of delegated pawer, whether called princes, fenates,
or parliaments, are got proprietors or malters ; they are fubjed to
the people, who form and fupport the fociety ; by an eternai lav:
of nature, v bich has ever fubjecled a part to the whole.

But your Royal Highnefs may fav, Why perplex me with fuck
inquiries >« I have always been inftrutted, the conftitution of
¢ Fngland is the utmoft effort of human wi!dom ; and 1 thozld
¢ anfwer you by a reference to that conflitution.”

R e~

LESSON 1V.

CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND,

CunQtas nationes et urbes, populus aut primores aut finguli
regunt. Dele@a ex his et conftituta Reipub. forma, laudasi,
facilius quam evenire; vel fi cvenerit, haud diuturna effe

poteft. Tac.

Al nations and cities are governed cither by the prople, the nobles, or
by fingle rulers. A Republic conflituted by an union of thefe, is 4
be wifbed for rather thun accomplifbed ; or if accomplifbed, it
would not be lafling.

THIS is fuppofed to be the plan on which the conftitution
of England is formed ; hut the fuppofition is groundlefs.
The Englifh government has fluuated more than any other in
Europe ; and the fluttuations have been wholly owing to the
operation of moral and political caufes.

Violent imprudencies of defpotifm produced fome apparent
and fome real improvements in the adminiftration of law ; but
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the corflitution of thel grxﬂ'-turc is 2 fraudulent deception; and
the people of Xingland have in reality no more choice or will in
the dlection of their pretended u.prcfmt.atucs, than the people
of Hinduilan, Perfia, or Turk.y.

Lct your Roval Highnefs be at the trouble of looking into
Middlc fcx and W dl-nmi'ter and no parts of England are fo
free—deduct from the cle&ors all the tradefimen who are oblig-
ed to vote with their cuffomers; the tenants who are appen-
dages to houfes 3 and the freeholders who are entangled with the
ariftocracy or with government ; and you may be furpiized at
the remainder,

Sir—a {ree pocple, that can neither form itfelf into 2 com-
munity, nor execute any operation ; but is abfolutely fubjected
1 its altions and energics, andin the fubjeéts on which it 1s
permitted to think 2 and ipeak—to powers cor ftitutionally fubor-
dinate—is an abfurdity.
~ No prorple can be free, whofe deputics may be enflaved by
the exccutive power, who fec the pretended conflitntion and
Jaws refigned to its mercy without being able to oppofe the abu-
jes by any thing but peti :tions and comp]d .ats to thofe who have
an mtcrcﬁ in thofe abufes.

If I wifted to givea fummary of the Englifh conflitution, as
1t has exifted fome time in practice, I would not make extralts
from the romances of Montelquieu or Blackftone—T would
invoke the rious mufe of a Marquis Townibend or of an Ed-
mund Burke, when warmed by the long-fought ravs of royal
favour ; and as every thingis at this time covered by reiigion, 1
would place the moft popular of vour LErarTED anceltor,; and
each in his day has beea called Tur BEsT 0F KiNGs— before the
Goo* oF 1srakr, to whom ke fhould offer the following
devotions ;

‘ Ifit hath been our obiatt to difpute with an ariftocracy
¢ the government of a pcople who dupport us, and to render
¢ liberty, property, and hte, at the difcretion of difciplined
““ majorities, in thole affembhies which tbould proteét them—
¢ if to fecure a furc though imperceptible dominion over the
¢ legflature, and to add the power of making to that of execut-
“ ing the laws, fecrefy aad craft have been f{ubftitutcd for
< authontv and power, thou wilt forgive the neceflity, as in
% the mof! favoured of thy atsinted fervanes of ancient times,

““ We thauk thee, that the afliduity and labour of many ycars
¢ have not been fruitlefs; and that we Lhave A LovaL anD DU-

* ‘To what are we to afcribe, that priefts never addrels nariomal prayers
to the God of Nature, T'ruth, and Vitue?
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riFuL Partiament. To {fuit temptations to the vain, the
ambitious, the needy; to pra&ife the various arts which influ-
ence vicicus affemblies ; to have the fuppofed reprefentatives
of the people in the coqﬁdmce of our fervants; to induce them
to declaim on naticazl intercfts, while they propofe the in-
dulgence of their paflions; to forget their country in defiance
of engagements, yct to fave appearances, or even to affume
the fame of virtue.—Thefe are objects of magnitude and
merit.  The penfioners of our court and their numerous con-
neétions ; thofe who watch for occafional doceurs; thofe
who make fpecches to force ftipulations ; and the flying fqua-

* drons which flufuate between duty and temptation.—We

thank thee, that we have nothing to fear from fich guardians.
“ ‘I'he grand fecret in the maragement of political bodies is
that of dividing them, and pafling the proftituted parts for
the whole.  Every thing is accomplifhed when the legiflature
isinvolved in the faction of the court, partzking our bounty,
or hoping to partakeit, andj 1ommg in any meafures the pup-
pet wk fix at the helm.—Fofter, in thy gcodnefs, the general
difpofition to fervility: The sacrep tribe has ever been ready
to diffufe pompous titles, fublime names, and divine honows,
as involved in the ideas of royalty; and if the Prince confent
to be their apparitor, to patronize their oppreflions, or to
execute their crueltics, they foon inftru@ the credulous multi-
tude toconfider hira, as he may be, the reprefentative of THEIR
God ; his decrees @s oracles from heaven, and blind fubmiffion
as the moft facred duty.  When Samuel hewed Agag into
picces, and when Nero murdered his mother, the priefts led
the people to their temples, to thank Tueir Gobs for a&tions,
and to offer incenfe fur crimes, which hbuman nature abhorred.
“ The enchantment of {uperftition rcnders ferviccable the
moit unpriucipled and moft infamous of nen. On a national
feidival, the mouth of the congregation fhall be the meft ce-
kkbiated for dcceptlon ; the name being e uivalent to a falfe-
hood ia everv fpat of the world: Yet the Loly bandage is
tincturcd and tranfparent; it renders good evil, and evil
good. The vaoke of the pricithood, though the moft galling
is the leaft hazardous of 21i the inftruments of defpotic power;
that iyitem of civil tyraney is the moft pra&ucablc, which s
gra!tcd on aﬁt{;lulis fup fcd to be religious: and this,
thrcugh the world, 1s the defired ALLIANCE OF CHURCH AND
STATI.

“ Histony furniﬁus ‘cﬂ'ons on the events attributed to thy
joovidenen, Our pirs predeccfior Henew VIL now with
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thee, always ruled Ly 2 fallion; and, according te the infjired
Burke, it is the conffitutional government of the land : It js
true, he crred in the open appointreat of the Empfon and
Dudley of the day; for he did not mafk their vices by oftenfible
innocence and hancity; thejudicicus interpofition of unfullicd
purity and blunt brutality would have cnabled them, as it
enables the ipftruments of our power to pervert foims, and
to diltribute among our and THER friends the fruits of gene.
ral induftry.

“ Catt a moLy milt before the cyes of the people; give our
minifters wildem, to lull them into fecurity,  Let determined

proflizacy and profanencSs, in the molt f2voured of cur feivants,

appear as ftern integrity ; let juvenile ignorance be called candeur,
and the want of natural patlions be deemed purity; and let a
cautious fyftem of avaricious artifice, which eradicates every
fibre by which a child is held to a morher’s heart, be celebrated
by all th: bands cf venality, as fupcrnatural and divine pra.
dence. —The people never furefze their fate: it is the pecu-
liar facuity of our prefent fervants to render iliufive the birth.
righr of Britors, and to underminc, by plaufible pretences, the
moft facred liberties: the laboricus peatant, or the induftricus
mechanic, preceives not his fervitude until he is fprinkled by
the blood of Lis fellow-fubje@, or tesls himfelf unexpeélealy
crufhed.

¢« By the prefent fyflem of finance, the intereils of the treafury
are fo entweined with the general-praperty, that it requires the
moft declicate hand to lay the axe at any of the roots of corrup-
tion. The moft oppreflive miaiiter, if Le ule the language of
relu@®ance and candour, may be eficQually fupported by the
numerous FAcToRrs of his sdminittration; by fpeculators in
funds, by contrattors, brokers, ticket dedlers; by the tmid,
the weak, the fickle, the fordid, the indclent pofeflors of money :

thefe form powerful and extenfive faftions in favour of the flight-

et whifper from the treafury; they raile clamousrs zgainft the
complaiots of patriciifm, and they {mother the melanckoiy
murmurs of the nation. Yet occafonal difficuluies arile. Tle
wants of venality are infiniic; and though we contratt debis
with omse hand to accumulate with the cther, the avarice ¢!
% &8s g5 anenliarhemadle and infatizble abyfs.—Enligh-
ten the foul of our BeavEsN-pok: minifier with the fiengal.
rays of invention, but furround Lis hoait with ice; let it naves
palpitate with any pafficn that does rst {pring fram fyfremanic
depredation ; ict him be dead to all plealurc and 2!l joy, for he

_might otheswils L mzved by preoat the e of want tn th:
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fangs of excife. Concentrate ail his affeflions in the ambitiofy
of ferving us with the hope of immeafurable reward; confirm
him in the exquifite hypocrify by which fallacions hopes are
held cut, that the public burdens will be removed, and the
public vexatiens mitigated : may he live without ties, avoid the
inconvenicncies of generous paffions, AXD we wWiLL EXTING
GUISH H1S FAME, LIKE THB IMPOSTURE OF CHATHAM, BY
REWARDS THAT SHALL RENDER HIM INPAMOUS!

« We thank thee, rthat by his afliduity the arms of the cuftoms
and cxcife nearly embrace the land. Inftru@ their numerous
rctainers to infinuatz the maxims of {ubjeftion, to abufe by fear,
to feduce by hope, to cortupt by avarice; to diffipdte all aver.
fion of power, and all horror of tyranny ; tb expatiate on ®UR
SACRED UNDCRTAKINGS, and to befow encomising on deeds
which grofane, and audacisus patriotifm wouid brand with infamy.
¢« WE now hear litt!z cf fenfitle, fober, or wife roen; of that
elevaticn which feorns fervility to power, or of that generofity
wiich, in cvery form, would efpouse the cante of Liberty : we
fec only amtition, variouily mafied, anxioufly marking the
fources of wealth; wretches who hope to proiper by public dif-
erder; arurisTiC priefts in the garb of picty  fervile acade-
n.icians, diputatious pedamts, and the vanegated herds of po-
litica] and eccléffaitical proftitntes. |

« Proteft thale focieties, academies, fchocls, and univerfities,
where every thing may ve tangh:, except the pwTigs of kings,
the rights of focieties, and the genceral privileees of mankind.

“ Let the renzingrs of wifdom feck contolation in virtaous
poverty; give us fuppic penfioners, brilliant fophifts, and prof-
tituted fycophiants; the praiies they beftow are profufe, and they
fly on LavaeaTED wings through every climate to cull the
flowers of adulation, while obftinate integrity fuffers in filence,
or the fighs of {uffering virtue are enclofed by the walls of
its weetched habitation. :

By the wifdom inipired by the Gop or Jacos we have con-
verted cur bitter:ft enemy into a friend. The liberty of the
prefs, our avcrfion and horror, is now our advantage: for in-
fead of ufing the chicane and fraud of law, which are perni-
ciour to friend and foe, we dire@ed into that province our
BENIGN AND ROYAL INFLUBKNCE; It inftantly attrafted the
fecondary fiwvarms of literati, whofe exiflence, like that of rep-
tiies, deperds on depredation and injury: deftitute of virtue,
they will not afcribe it without reward; and their fhafts of ri-
dicule are poifencd by envy ; glorious deeds they deprefs with
ahierity 5 good afticns fickca them, and the triends of liberty
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they cordiaily alperfe.—We laud and praife thec fcr mercenary
{cribblers in ail the provinces of literature; THOU HAST MaDE
NO. YERMIN IN vaIn; thofe who feed on cur repurtation and
happinzfs, as well as thofe who burrow in cur flef: their cf-
forts are lefs oftenfive than the villaivizs of lawyers in alperfing
popular and afpiting men, when in cppefition o the trealury,

.and vilifying or detaming thofc who ccuricraét the machinati-

ons of the cabinet.

“ We thapk thee for thofe proftituted multitudes 1o cafily cb-
tzirned in this town, who fpread rumours, excite fufpicions, and
ruin all public confidence in the pretenfions of virtue: theu huft
enabied us 10 devife thofe {nares which entangle popular cha-
rallers, and induce them to diigrace themitlves.

¢ Qur pious brother Louis XIV. when he withed to deceive
the French natiun, had recourfe to feftivals called religious, and
the difplay of ihe finc arts, which cncourage thofe orly who
fubfift by the fellies of the opulent, and the indoftry of whofe
proteﬁors attaches them to no country. While the inconfiderate
mukitade is devoted to joy, they perceive nct the chains whici
wi cover with flowers, or the remote confequences that threaten
them, and by which every controuling check cn our power is to
be cut down.

« By feflivale, fliews, and cxhibitions, wisk politicians extin-
guilked in Reme that refllefs leve cf liberty, fo incorvenient
to power. The progreis of the arts has been ever acccmpanied
with the pregrefs of flavery, and even fciences of a lcdcntary
and pucrile kind bhave fiamlar tendencies.  Hence the fervile
devotion of academies, foc:c.ics, and learned corporaticns.

« It r.oulrc, the highcit portion c¢f wiidom from THEE to r<n-

¢ der the army to.crable o fediticus Englithmen : foldiers have

been eraptvaity {ubftituted every where for civil cfficers;
*hey arreit ciienders, they attend malefa&ors, or they clear the
4

¢ hizh-wavs; they are placed at the entrance of theatres, aulicn

and cthlt.ou Tooms thcy watch the pecple wherever they
meet, and ferve as nightly guards where any thing vaiuabie 15
to be prote€ted . they have tried infuits and iajuries on the peo-
ple, who are nce faffercd to defend themfclves.—When the
whole of this good *verk is perfected, our foul will fing halle-
lujan to Thez, O Gop or Azmrzs!

« In this complicated {yflem of policy, if any errors arc com-
mitted, thou knoweft we cax po No wroNG; the blame ison
bad counfcllors. Let the evils of a deteftable and difgraceful
war be on Lord North; we have changed our adminittration,
and if we fucceed not inany of cur views'by th: inftrumer.
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«« tality of oux prefent fervants, wE will repent of the unluccefs.
« ful ;nea’ures, aifmifs the uniuccefsful minilter with the guilt of
s failure on his head; and, without the apprehenfion of future
“ confequences, dire@t 21l our high priefls 10 call the Gop oF
« JsRAEL to witrels our intentions. Ip all thefe things wk
¢ trace the fieps of the Pious MARTYR, and of ALL THE NURs-
¢ ING FATHERS AND BURSING MOTHERS OF THY CHURCH.”
But I will cciineate the Eiglifh Conftitution more explicitly,
than can Le done vy imitation of the prefent fathionable de-

¥elion.

LESSON V.
TIE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

3$'ten Prince:, wwko ought to be cemmon parents, make themfilves
party, aud lcau 10 @ fide—it is a beat that is gverthroawn by un-
sven aveiglht.
Lorp Bacox.

, ITH all tue boafled learning and improvement of man-
‘ kind, no focieiv has been yet o conftituted or organized
as to produce that genuine public principle, whofe objeét is the
fecuritv and happirets of the community without injury 1o the
~gats of the world. )

As men emerge rom favage into civilized condivions, fome
ipecies of talents ootain a preference, and the gererzl labour is
taxed to fupport privileges, cr to “alfil the iniquitous and mon-
Rrcus engagemcatsof heredicoiy and perperual rewards.

Hence the origin of dignities, ranks, and familics, the varicus
combinations of which have formned ail the governments of Europe.

The gradations of moderate opprefion, or of cruel tyranny in
thofe governments, have becn owing to the various modes of com-
bination or ccnfpiracy in the oppreflors; and thofe modes have been
inaccurately, but commonly denominated ConsTiTUTIONS.

I wifh not to teize your Royal H:ghnefs on the fuppoted origin
and ftructure of the Eongldh government: it has no other arigin
than that ot all artifices, to fubjeét the general indultry to ihe caprice,
convenience, and pleature of fortunate adventurers. The internal
agitations of Rates, and their external wars, though attributed to

D
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other caufes, have been wholly owing to the operations of thefe
comoinations, or to competitions for their unjuftifable prerogatives.

When th: Saxons bad {ubdued England, they inftituted as many
governments as there were powerful heads of armies; the common
foldiers of which they adm:tted to privileges, on the condiicn of
holding in the mcft wretched flavery the peafants of the country ¢
this extended the privileged combinations widely ; and the jarrirg
interefs, claims, and principles produced by the union of the hep-

tarchy, furnifhed the vigoruus and comp e mind of Altred
with the firft corre® and rational idea of- itical conftitutica
which is recorded in hiftory.

The circumftances of the country requiring the fieady and con.
tinved exertion of its utmoft force, he had the genius to difcern,
that the exertion of that force cuid not be obtained but by the
a&ual co currence and excrcife of the general will : he, thercfore,
orgarived the free rarts of the community into a political conftitu-
tion, the heft imagined and the moft effectual that has hitherto been
cxhibited im the world.

To fave your Roya! High.nefs the trouble of difcovering this in-
vention by my defcription, I will exhibit it in a diagram.

[See Prate No. 1]

By an attetitive glance your Royal Highnef: may underftand
the excellencies and detc&s of this wondertul fabric, and learn to
revere the memory of a prince, who in an age deemed dark and
ignorant could look further into a fcience which has hitherto bafiied
the flrongcht cfforts of human reafon, than any philofopher or
flateiman of ancient or modern times.

Yoar Royal Highnefs will obierve, there can be but two fpecies
of government—by the gencral w'll, or by the will of one or more
perions controuling the general will.  The latter, in all peffible
variations, not being juftified by reafun, the neceflary principles of
juftice, or by experience—a general acknowledgment has been ob-
tained, that the reafonable, equitable, and bencficial princiole of
every palitical conftitution is the public will; but the mode of
forming or obusining that will was a problem imexplicable until it
attralled the powers of the immortal Ahred.

The political ffiru&ure of that great prince has all the neceflary
properties and cffe€ls of an organized body. The head and the
extremities are permanentiy united ; not by occafional clections, or
by pretended oclegations of national power. The whole furface
of the body, by minute fubdivifiuns, is formed w reccive and
granfmis inYantacecus impreflions, external a2nd internal; all ths
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parts are held to their offices by the general force, without commo-
tion and without vioience; and the public will being enforeed by
the public frength, is a law which nothing in the community can
dipute or refitt.

‘T'wo difeafcs remained in the actual fociety organized by Alfred,
which his power gould not eradicate, but which the political contti-
tution ~nuld have gradually expelled—the fuperftitious domi. ion
of ecclefiattics, and the flavery of the peafants. The appointment
of ecclcfitics, by any fpecies of patronage, is abfolutely inconfiftent
with pubiic liberty, a8 it is with the private honour and virtue of
thofc who are appointed ; sod the community that admits of {lavery,
even in the moft oblcure and unfortunate ot its members, is a mon-
fter, the off-prirg of ignorance or injultice.

The tucceflors of Altred inherited not his genius, and the general
contufi)n and mifery which enfued on his deceafe, impaired the
firucture he had formed ; the Norman conquelt completed its ruin,
an3 a made of government took place, in which the general will
was> nx conful.ed.

The internal agitations of the Rate from the Conquelt to the
Revolution wcere thofe of princes and barons, as competitors for
8 prize, or as beafls for prey; and if your Royal Highnefs will
cindidly confi ier the celebrated Revolution, you will find ita
compa& between the Prince and Princefs of Orange and the heads
of certain famn'lies, attended by the Mayor of Loadon and other
perions in the exercife of authority.

I have no Jdnube, that the meaiure had the general approbation ;
but the nation had no orGan by which it might form or exprefs
the public will: defpotifim and violence had decompofed it as a
body ; and fa&tions, more or lefs exceptionable, aflumed jits name,
offices, and privileges.

Government for fome time was condufed by the advice, direc-
tion. and influence of the great families, which placed the houfes
of Orange and Brunfwick on the throne; long poffeflion formed
the idea of an hereditary claim in thole families to occupy the
principal offices of the State, and a refiltance to that claim, by
perions who had pa further views than to percicipate its advantages,
has occafisned all th faltions and conteations of the late reigns.

The governmenr of England——ror ENGLAND KAS NO POLITI-
CAL CONSTITUTION—may be thus delineated : -

[Sce Prates No. II. & IIL.}
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not at al| confidered, or they have left in doubt and uncertainty the
problem moit impertant to the happinets of mankind, and which
an ancient fage ® has thus exprefled: ¢« The only &kill and knc . -
¢ jedge ot any value in politics, is that of governing All by AlL"”

The government of E. gland exiribited to their view every aélual
effct of defootiim, while it preierved the forms and even the re-
puwtion of Liverty. They propofed temporary remedics for par-
tial evils; but no man can turnith a piain, pratticable idea of a fice
Couftitution, a focicty organized into a moral body, animated by
principles, and direfted hy its own will.—Mr. Locke’s obfervations
arc in favour of liderty ; but they are general; they ftate nights
which oppreflive governments may not dilpute: but the mode of
afleit.ng, recovering, or preferving them, he does not point out.
His mind had conceived the general and certain remedy ot focial
diorders, and the onlv crigin of political liberty, in the formation
of the whole fociety into a mordl being.

Montelquicu, as a philofophical Liftorian, is cxtremely valuable ;
as a politcian, he is ulelels or he is pernicicus : the opinion that
climate fhould produce and modify government, is fancitul, perhaps
puerile ; but the idea that any natural and neceflary cauie fhould
generate A sLAvE, is unphilolorhic, untrue, and deteftable.

M:. Hume had talents for pclitical inquiries; but he was prin.
cipally folicitcus for his own fortune and his own fame : his temper
and heart were cold ; and he apologized for tyranny with as much
zeal, as he would have feit in deicribing the deftruétion ot the Battile,
or the demolition ol the infernal dungeons of the Irqu-fition.

It the enumeration of the origin and effe&ls of moral caufes Hume
is a philofopher ; in the following important opinion, I fear hzisan
intcrefted fophift : ¢ It will be found, if I miftake nor, that the
¢ two extremes in government, Liberty and Siavery, commonly
¢ approach nearcft to each other; and that as you depart from the
‘ extremes, and mix a little Mosarchy with Liberty, the govern-
““ ment al ways becomes free and ¢ contra.” Elfliy 11.—In the fourth
Effay be calls it an ¢ umiverfal axiom, that an hereditary prince, 2
 nabilicy without vaflals, and a people voung by their reprefertas
‘ uves, form the beft monarchy, ariitocracy, and democracy.”

In his idea of a perfe@ commonwealth, there are many ufefl
amclioratiuns of what is called the Englith Contlitution ; and in the
laft quotation I fhall fubmit from his works, he fhuns the great dif-
Bculty of the queltion under confideration, for a reajon which may
make your Royal Highnefs fmile—<< Having intended in this Effay,
“ (XV.) to make a full comparifon of civil liberty and abfolute

® Heraclitus, in Sir W. Temple's Mifcell.
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« government, and to have fhewn the great advantages of the
*« former above the latter, 1 began to fulpeét, rbat mo man in this
* age was fuftic‘ently qualified tor this undertaking ; and that what-
“ ever any one fhould advance, would in all probability be refuted
*¢ by farther experience, ard be rejeéted by pofterity.”

Roufleau’s heart atoned for the caprices of his head; and his
fenfioility to injurv, if commitied on a wo.m, diew his peretrating
eye into the reccefles of political intrigue.

Though the fuppofition ¢t focial compaét, the feundation of his
treatife, be wholly fanciful, for the idea of a political conftitution
is producei like that cf a wheelbarrow®, it is wonderful how tre.
quently he approaches the truth.

“ When the peeplc have chofen deputies, are they defund, are
« they annihilated 2 ‘Though they cannot fpeak by the laws, they
¢ fbonld nave a mo’e f auending 10 their acminiftration.”
¢¢ The general voicc fhould have a mode of cxertirg itfelf, or it is
 ufelefs, and that mode fh-.uld o< & part of the Conflitution : the
« wholc of the Stare fhould ever acccmpany the general Will.”

This idca was fuggcited 1o Roufleau by the pericdical councils
of Geneva, which hid a2 power to cblige the magiftrates, and all
the ordcrs of the State, to ccnfine themiclves within the bounds
pretcribed by arrangements denominated the Conftitution.

He obfeives, ¢ The general Will fhould flow from All to be
« agreeable to All—every one {ubjecis himfelf to the conditions he
* impofes on others: this is equitabic, becaule common to all;
« ufeful, becaufe it can have no objcét but the general good ; and
« durable, becaufe refting on the public ftrength.”—Eut,

«« Hath the body politic an organ to mzke known its Will 2emm
*¢ The general will is always 1n the right; but the judgment by
e« which it is dire&led, is not always fufficient!ly informed.—Irdi-
*¢ viduals often fec the goud they rejet; the pubiic is defirous of
*¢ that which it may be incapable of receiving: bath cqually fland
«¢ in nced of a guide. Hence arifes the neceflity of a legiflator.”
B. II. c. 6.~—Rouflcau is thus beaatifully a~d pertinently fenten-
ttous; but his gemus leaves him, wkhere alone its exertions could
kave eflintially benefitted fociety : he is taken up by his decl>ma-
tory demon ; refers to Plato and Lycurgus; and w'fhes for dewies
to regulate affairs which are aliotied only to mortals. The princi-
ples and maxims he has fcattered through his treatife, accall inva-

® [ do not mean any thing ludicrous or degrading by this allufion : but
that, as men difccvered the ufe of the wheelbarrow by reafon and ¢peri-
ence, they difcover he principles of government in the fame manner : «nd
priociples are applied to a fucicty to form a conftitution, as tiofc of me-
chavics are applird to iron or timber, to form machines.
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didated by n declaration, that ¢ to invefligate thof¢ conditions of
# (ociety which may beR aniwer the purpofes of natiors, would
#¢ require the abilities of fome fuperior inzelligence, whn fhould
# be icitnefs to 3ll the pallions of men, but be {ubje@ to none.
«“ He who undertakes to form a body politic, ouoht to perceive
# himiclt capable of working a toral change in human naturc.”—
#c does not bhear in mind, that government is the principal jnftra-
ment of that change; and that the public will, being expreffed
by a permanent Conflitution, would form that public judgment an 4
public realos, by the neceflity of reflettion on the events it pro-
dnced : el @s would become caufes, and crrors inftructions.

‘The Inquiry of Sir James Stcuart is lzarned and profound ; byt
s is clogged with prejudices, and obicured by a ftile uncouth ard
sknoft uninseiiigible; it has therefore been of more utility to au-
shoss than to the pubiic: and Adam Smith, with interior powers
and lefs informatirn, but with morc art of arrangement, and greatcr
perpicuity of languwage, has attraGed nore atiention, and been of
greater fervice in fimulating political inquiries—But no plan fimi-
dar to that of Ajfsed had been fuggefted to controul the cefpotifm
of all difcsetionary delegations, and to condu& the community by
the impulfe of #s own will, when the American Revolution in-
vited political philofophers to difplay their taients and knowledge.

As 1| would diftinguifh fpeculations from faéts, I fhall render the
Confiitution of the American States the materials of another Lefion

LESSON VI
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,

Nuwra redigicnious et divino jure populum cevinxit.
Tac. Ann. i, 50,

RUTTS are naver controveried with paffion and maliznizy,

if not erjoined as articies of belief. In the demonftrative
foiences, truths not univerfally underitood are not received, and ne-
ver enjoincd, tbough lmmcdnaxc;} terding to-public advantage. I‘
would be thus in religicus inquiries, xfrchg!on were left by men as
it is lefe by Ged —-four Royal Highnefs will eafily imagine, I do
not mean by the word God any ot thofe immoral, mifchicvous,
maiignant phantoms the patrais of particular nations, whether Jews
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or Gerntilee—1I do not mean any of the divinities, with whom the
moft exceptionavle of ycur unceftors have affe€ted particular inti-
macics—] do not mean any of the beings who may be called upon
by venal and unprincipled priefts, to throw the varied veils ¢f con-
tradi€lory fuperflivons over the infernal intrigues which may tinge
the carth with human blood frcm the fheres of the Danule to
Nootka-Sound—I mean the Gad of a// rature, of afl mankind—
of whofe exiltence no mind can doubt, without being invclved in
incxiricable abfurdities—but

i In fearch of ewhom, o'erfiretch’d idea burfls,
« Aud thought rclls Lack on darkre/s.”
oo

The power, wifdom, ard goodnefs of this ineffible Being have Lecn
aflociated with the moft pernicious vices, in the charaéiers ot an in-
definite number of gods; the fear and worthip of which have been
deemed neceilary auxiiiaries to various forms of political govern-
ment. The fuperfliticn being involved in the conftitution, fome-
times its inflrument, foinetimes its Jire&or, it was Ihcltered trom
the apprezches of reafon or inquiry by the {uppofed expedience of
fupportir.g that Conflitution.—Among the fuccefsful impoftures of
this kind, th¢ Roman Catholic fuperitition is remarkable : it ap-
proached the civil government in the garb of lowly meeknefs and
difintercfted humility ; it 1oucht toleration, then proteétion, then
dcmizion : it nearly obtained the wifh of Caligula; for mankind
fcemed to have ore neck, on which it fet its foot.

In any inftitution, as in any private mind, the fpirit of intole-
rance and perfecution is in preportion to its oppcfition to reafon and
the cnormity of its abfurditics. The crueltics of the church of
Rome have, therefore, been {o horrible, that they will ieave on the
charatter of human nature a ftain whick no time cr virjue can ef-
face.

When the oppreflions of this pernicious defpotifm became intole-
rable, fome ameliorations took place, under pretences of reformation,
on the gerersl principle, rhat in order to preferwve the prifits and ad-
nantages of eccicfiaflical imgofiure, forme cf its mrf! ¢ncrmius and fhame-
Jul abujes fpould be relinguijed.

Hence the moderation and prudence of thefe ecclefiaftical policies
denominated reformed 3 and thofe qualities are to be found among
fe@aries in a graduated ftate, as their poweris diminifhed, or they
are forced by reciprocal contentions towards the ccrfines of reafon.
Butin all Chriftian feéls, the Quakers only excepted, the principle
ot perfecaticn is to be difcerned, urnder fome pretence or difguils,

o
>a
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and 1n a dermant or aflive flute; and it will ever remain, while s
fingle privileged impoftor, whether he be called a Pope, a Bithop,
a Dulenting Clergyman, ora Methediit Exhorter, can find his ad-
vantage in annexing or aficCling to annex nerit or demerit o the ue-
hiei of any propefiticns.

In the inftitution of the Church cf England, the Englifh refor-
mers could not agree ¢n a/l the Popith abutes to be relinquithed,
and the Puritan tallivn arofe, which has continued to this time,
under varicus form:, the tathtul repofitory of interetted difcontent,
viruient 2cal for fa- curite cpinions, and a fincere, though generally
nilaken iove of hberty.

In the clamiy engine called the Englith Government at the Re-
fermation, the Church had confiderable effe@®, and was in impor-
tant part. Government, therefire, exerciied feveritics on thofe
who aifturbed its operations, and the feundations of the American
ftates were laid by a tpecics of intcierance in kngland, the natural
cffc& of an ill-conftru@ed and vicicus conttitution.

It would !ead me teo far out c¢f my way to trace the chara&ter of
each American ftate in its origin : in the objells, manners, and in-
ftitwtions of its firlt planters; and in the 1ucceeding operaticns ot
their various charters.

This is an inquiry as impertant to an American ftatefman, as it
wculd be inftruétive to the world—But 1 only wifh to point out to
your Royal Highnefs, that an American, ¢rawing in with his firlt
breath a jott abhorrence of thofe ariftccratic and ecclenattic privile-
ges, which held Europe in perpetual warlare, opprefiion, and mi-
fery——and the American ftates having happily deteated all the arts of
Britain 1o introduce thein under any pretences, or in any forms—
't in2y be cxpeted, their conflitutions would be confidicrable im-
rrovements on that of England. By a candid and iair ¢xamination,
s expefation will not be greatly difappointed.

On the emancipati n ot Amera, the cxhibiced feveral extraor-
dinary charatters ; and themuiutude is ever difpoicd to aferibe great
events 1o reputcd great men @ than which there is pot an error more
pernicious in the regions of eredulity.

The Americans became free by excrcifing a very moderate por-
ticn of paffive prudence, ard that prudence was the offspring of
neceflity. Wathingten a@led the part of Fabius, becaufe he had
not Fabius’s army ; for the Americans would often have fought ;
and by fighting have loft their country.

With Frankiin I was in great intimacy, when that event was
#ruggling in the womb.—I ipeak not from fgncy, bui frem certain
knowledge, that he fincerely withed to prevent it; and when forced
tato political megociatiens, fur wigh Yic hel ne tilluts, his meris
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confifted in prudent patience. The Revolution of America was
completely managed in England; and its principal authors were
Lord Bute, Lord North, Lord Sackville, and Mr. Jenkinfon. The
American vat originated in parliamgptary jobbing; the principal
objett of it was tu transfer enormous'malles ot Englifh property into
loans, fonds,and taxes, to form that corrupt minifterial phalanx called
the friends of goverament. ~ While this fation, like a malignant dif-
Ca(c, was druining the vita] fubltances of Britain, and even armies and
navies were merely its ramifications, the cabinet of France obeyed
the fentiments of the nation without mtcndmg to gratify it, and
America obtained its liberty.

When the leadeis of the América~ States affembled to form the
Conttitution of the Repubhc, not one of them difcovered the genius
of a great Hatefman. - But the Ainerican charaller ferved them on
that oecafton : they had patience ; information flowed in trom every
part of the world; and they formed with confiderable fkill the
tederative conftitution of the American States.

In this great cvent it is but jultice to obferve, that the perfons
moft celebrated were not the molt ufeful; that almoft all important
h'nts were taken from communications, the authors of which may
never be mentioned 5 and that the plan was adopted, not m\cntcd
by thafe who will have the hiftorical fame of it. ‘

The Amenricans formed the outlines of their conflitution, under
the preflure of a calamitous war; it is not womderful, therefore,
they had not the refolution, fince exhibited by the French, to level
all provincial diftinctions, and to organize the whole nation into a
body.

On a view of the annexed plate [ e plate No. IV. } your Royal
H:ghnefs may difcern the unequal magnitudes of the bodies, whlch
are conncéted with the central circle, and contribute a numericai
proport ion towards the wifdom and power of Congrels.

New-Hampthire.—2z. Maflachufetts.—3. Rhode-Ifland. —
4. Connc‘hcut —5. New.York.—6. New-Jerfey.—7. Pennfyl-
vania.—8. New-Caftle.—g. Kent and Suffex.~—11. V:rgama —_
12. North-Carolina.—13. South Carolina.* -

But each boly hasa ditinét charaller, iatereft, and will; pro-
duced by tie pecoliarities of its internal organization ; and the fe-
derative conftitution is a body, formned of thirteen comolete bodies.

This is the deteét of the Americaa State ; and not as Mr, Adams
has aflerted, the want of that balance by the counten&io'n of three

* S=e¢ votes of Congrefs in 1794. The form of the Republic has fince
been altered ; but the alteration does not remedy the difparity and proﬁncul
incongruitics; which I coufider as the defc&s of the Couftitution,
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powers, on which Mosntefquicu has taught him to imagine the li.
berties of Englithmen depend.

‘The idea aecorated by the ftyle of Montefquicu, is pretty ;3 bt
it is groundiefs. «

The three powers in England are feldom, perhaps never balanced
by counterattion. The Minifter of the day, by an opiate of infal.
lible ette€t, deturoys their tendency to diverge, diiagree, or oppofs
cach other.

If this were not the cafe, liberty would not be the effc& of three
jodependent powers in any Rate. For two muft unite to govern
the third ; or corruption muft manage the whole.

THe puBLic WiLL is the only Jaw of political liberty ; and the
public Force arifing from the organization of the whole nation, is
tts only fecurity. ‘The head, the limbs, of fuch & body—its delibe.
rative and executive powers—would have no occafion for the ima-
ginary bzlances recommended by Montefquicu——as the natural bocy
is not affifted or improved by flays, fteel collars, and cork rumps.
"Thefe are the indications and aids of deformity, which no real ana-
tomift would recom:nend in the produétion or education of a vigor-
ous, uieful, and beautiful body.

But Mr. Adams has been Ambaffador in England; he drank at
the fountain at St. James’s: and he {eems difpojed to convince his
country (very difinterefiedly I muft fuppofe) that the evils occafion-
cd by the Englith Government, would not be evils in America; or
that the prerogatives and privileges which in England render libes:y
s tantalizing fhadow, an infulting name, would be bleflings in
America, it conferred on the virtues of Adams, Hancock, and
Lze: who will infure the tranfmiffion of them in their pofterity to
the day of judgment.

But America will not attend to this antiquated fophiftry, whe-
ther decorated by the gaudv ornaments of a Burke the curious
ratch-work of a Parr; to which all antiquity may have contributed
its prettieft rags and tatters; or the homely, ungraceful garb which
has been furnifhed her by Mr. John Adams.

The Americans are too well informed, not to perceive they have
wifely avoided the MyYsTERY of the three powers.  All the devia-
tions from the Englith Government are improvements : and I ex-
prefs my cpinion of any dete@s in the American Contlitution, in a
manner, I hope, perfetly confiftent with my real refpe& for the
talents and virtues which emarcipated America.

The inccaveniencies of difparity and incongruity in the bodies
to be united (not incorporated) were perccived, and fome proviiion
made for them in the proporticnate delegations of every State to the
general Congrefs.  Bur | am qopvinced the whole wants that uniey,
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harmony, capacity of common judgment and general will, which
would have refulted from a ‘general organitation of the republic
into one body ; and that in time, the various charalers and interefts
of the American States will difunite and alienate them.

The American Governments, feparately confidered, are improve-
ments cn the Government of England.

Their parliamentary reprefentations have more reslity ;. their
councils and governors have fewer pernicious privileges than the
Nobles and Kings of England; and the buds of induftry are not
blighted by the difeafed breath of an indolent hieraschy. Security,
liberry, and happinefs are more diffufed; and inliead of fesing 2
parith Rarviog in rags, while the Juftice of the Peace, the Reélor,
and the Attorney are racking off at every joint the direfu] effe@s of
gluttony and intemp-crance, every family is clothed and fed comy-
fortably, and health and happivefs are generally enjoyed.

When the French cabinet aflifted in the emancipstion of Ame-
rica, its obje&t was mercly to fever it from Englu:é. and to divide
the empire of a rival power. It happily had ot the penetration to
difcern all the confequences. ST

The partial liberty of the Englith Prefs had been cxtremely
ufeful to the American capfe; and the French were permitted to
difculs the queftions from which it originated, both in comverfation
and in their public writings. Government miftaok the fubmiffion
of France for a native and fixed torpor; and apprchended that
favery and fuoperflitior were the habits of Frenchmen, however
they might chatter on Liberty and Philofophy. ‘The French sax-
diaries returned from America fully charged with ele@ric fire}
difaffeied Englith affociated with Americans at Paris; and flimu-
lated philofophy to approach the ancient and mouldering fabric of
defporifm. ‘The fparks of Libesty fell on touch-wood, and the
who.e at once blazed iato afhes.
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LESSON VI
cous'rl‘ru'rzon OF FRANCE.

Sententia Plato:m Jfemper in ore ﬁut. ““ Florere afvztatef, 5 Pu:lq/a,ubn
“ :-prmnt, «a! Imperatores philofepharentur.”
: -~ Jul. Cap. in Marc, Aurel. § 27.

A\lwmdmbu M always en }is Itp that Jintence of Plato,
“ Cammumities woonld flourith if Pbxlynpbm ralii tbnn. or their
s ralers hnae Pblg/opbn: »

DO not mean to give in deail t‘1e externt! uccurrerces of the
R French Rewciution: they are to be found in nuincrous pabhcao
tors; and ticy are aocurately ttated..

My 1atention s tedelimeate the otjeét of the N ational Aﬁcmbly;
which is novpnderfiood in England, and is not clearly and perna-
:::ldy kcpt in view by the lcading members of that refpettable

Burlc may declnm, « chat a blcody and fcrouous democracy
¢ is demolithing ancient and venerable inflitutions " —the eyc of
p‘:dolophy will pdls the #rcights of Dover, and fix on the path of
his ambition.~~Stanhope:may rummage conventicles for faints to
hail an spproaching millenium, ox the principles of the Englifs Re-
volution ! when Prigfiley, with the zcal and verbofity of a Baxter,
snd Price, with the seet and boly ambitien-of Praile God Barebones,
may trample on the Lauds, the Boaxers, the Herfleys, and the Bar-
ringtons of the time. Pitt may affeét to rejoice in the improve-
ments of 2 fciencde-that wouid bc latal to the plaufibili'y of bis im-
poiitions—1nd even Brand Isilis, emancipated from the jult pu-
nithment of detefled bribery, may gratulate the immaculate purity
of future Pariiaments.— Thefz are the artifices of {li-interciled
emptrics; who, like the fly in the tuble, place themfelves on ke
wheel of human events, and buz 1o the ideuts arvund them, that
they influence and regul wte its rotatinns.

The purpafe of the National Aflzmbly of Irance is—nnt toin-
troduce a democracy in any fenf: famiiiar to a mind fo perverted by
falfe philofophy, fuperftition, e..d forlid® fcifithncfs as that of Fd-
mund Burke—is not to imitate the meafures of t'ic Engiith revolu-
ti- n, the political principles of which they defpife—it i1s not to
fubftitute Janfeniim for Pupery, Prefbyterianifm for Epifcopacy, or

® ‘I'he Prince will recolle@ the ftipulations made by this frothy and fen-
t:mental declaimer, before he proncunced his oration on the Regency.
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to aid the pretended improvements of a fyflah of ishpofition by the
fophiims of Ariuns snd Sccinian:—it is pot 10 adopt the creeds.of
our political parties, grto jullity the piinciplesat Whigs or Téries
—it is to abolifh cvery contrivance and preteccs iyt which one or a
few may be privileged, -AtRto benekt, then o injure uononu-m
octtroy that principle of all medéro goversment, that a. part is
greater than the whale ;. and inftead ot spplying a machine genos
mirated citker Monarchic, Anflocratic, or Dcmecratic-~to govesn
the ecinmarity for the advamagc ot incividuals, orders o profei-
fions—to crgarize the community 1dell ; so form it into an actual
Lody 5 to difute u lively and spoignunt ferfibiluy over. ist_furface;
to coencét the extremities with the fcat of seBc&ien and thoughe g
and to intrcduce that -gereral fympathy, which ever prevenis. s
well-corflruéied body ficm.irjwmitg any of Hepams. o .

Theugh this plan may have feme novelty, the ides of it hu
beon Jung fuggefled, and thc general cutlires givens !

Hiflory wili not enable us 1o judge of the whole of thé i‘lews of
Alfred : we learn, however, ficm the general tradiioes of Europe
in his time, that 1deds cf a ccmunity were entérisined. Jupesior
to Kirgs or the Councils of Kings. Io .thofe sficmblics of the
anb from which the cfiates of -Frarce are QcmMatM, thep
determined QB peace, or wWis,..2nd examined v(he reguingions which
the King or Maire ot the palace pubiifhed. I he.crdornances csl-
lcd capitvlaries had not the force of laws, wese not engolled in!
the Salic code, til! fanflioned by the confent of the cftawes. The
Affemblics conhifted of @/l the irec clafics, or depuuuom from
them ; but the peaiants were flaves.

The My cle-gemot_ct Alfred was fimilar to thofe Aﬂ'embhcs
Modern Goveraments have avoided every thing . aralogqus to them.
In the onginal conttitution of Geneva, periodical: councils were
provndcd with a compulfory power tootlige the megiflrates and,all
the orders of the flute to corfine themiclves within the-preferibed
bounds ; but by the intrigues of the msgxﬁrates they were. difron-
tinued. '

In the long and various ftruggles of the Enghlh Commom, be-
fore and fince th< <cicbrated Revolution of 1688, lhcy ob:ained no
more than a pretended seprefentation for the ordinary purpoles of
government, and the removal of fome abufes in the admlpxﬁrauon
of the laws.

Compared with other nations,, the condmon of an- Enghﬂlmv
was advantageous ; but no man is free, whofe property and life are
at the difcretion of others, in whole appointment he has no real
choice, and over whofe conduét he has no controul; and no man
can be happy, while half the fruits of his induftry are forced from
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him to foothethe pride and fofter the prefligacy of aumerous ufeleis
and opprefiive orders.

At the acocfion of the Houfe of Hanover, the pretended repre-
fentatien, called an Baglith Parliament, was appointed by thofe who
had the power, for three ycars. To prove tha: the public was no-
thing, cven at the time when it was proclaimed through Europe
the Narsex had made choice of your Royal Highnels’s family,
Goorge the Firft had been but a few years on the throne, when it
had the profligare audacity to render three years feven, and to caalt
this violation of faith and right the future law of Parliament. The
Roman. Decemvirme, or college of ten, is jutly configned to per.
f;mul infamy for alting on a fimilar principle with the Enghth

oofe of Commons; being eitablifhed for a limited time, for a
{pecific purpofe, and attempting to turm a temporary truft into a
perpetual- tyranry.

He who commits 2 troft, parts only with admixiffration; it is
sor poflible to convert a truft into an abfolute right, or into a dif-

* eretiontry 2wd independent power.

'‘The Englith Parliament, intoxicated with fuccefs, avowed a doc-
trine defiru@ive of the firft principles of free government : it was
declared; the people when affembled (and they never were aflem-
ted) were every thing: when they had made their ele&tion, thev
were nothieg; and Parliament became omniporext. Though the
fapr>me power in every community formed to be free muft be indi-
wifible and inalienate ; though it be impoffible it fhould fubmit its
foverciguty 1o an Empcror, a King, or 2 Scnate, without violating
the a& by which it exifts as a communiry, without annihilating it-
felf—and out of nothing, mothing can arife~—yet Parliament main-
tained that its power and prerogatives were paramount, difcretion-
ary, sad incontroulable, not onlv over the perfons from whom it
pretended a delegation, but over thofe provinces and colonies which
were not intluded in the farce of reprefentation.

The defperic violence with which cvery thing was condufted in
the propofed fubjugation of Amecrica— the political maxims avow-
ed, and the fanguine meafurcs cxecuted, roufed the attention of the
world

Eongland faw itfelf, as well as its dependencies, trampled with
impunity, by pretended Celegates afi. ing the prerogatives of def-
potic mafters.  Petitions and remonftrances were prefented, and af-
focimtions fornsed, to induce the monfter to moderate its ravages,
and to prevail on Parliament to reforse itfelf.

The pafillanimity and abfurdity of thcfe meafures, in a powerful
community pretending to be free, gave rife t a pamphlet, entitled,
Lyrrarson roritical Liverty, addrefled to the Affociations ;
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that pamphlet firft drew my sftention to thé poflible mode of organ.
sming @ community inte a free, altive, and powerful bedy ; having
and retsining a permanent judgment and will; and éxercifing thefe
powers, without tumale er diforder, dver sll its delegations; whe.
ther Kings, Senates, ot Magiftrates.® The Author calls ca the
nation, in 2 tone of earncit enthufiafm, fo reflore the conflitution of
Alfred with fuch imprevements as fuit the prefent condition of per.
fonal liberty : and by thefe means to remove the numérous evils of
the police, and the &:‘fs sbuies of legiflative authority.—The Afo-
ciations were aflonithed, bat not adviled. A tranflation was circu-
lated in France with great rapidity ; and I was at Paris when the
tranflator of that pemphlet was fent into the Bafile—I formed, it
compeny with my opiniowns on the conftitution 61 a
free flate. I found the philofophers of France better inftructed in
this fubjc& than thefe of England ;4 but they had no apprehenfon
that the general difpofition of the French nation would admit of
their ideas and wifhes.

When the diftrefs of the traafury threatened a bankruptcy, and
Necker advifed the proviacial aflemblies and the meeting of the
Nocables, he had no intention to forin a free conftitution : his ch-
je& was fimilar to that of the Kings of England, who fummuened
the deputies of boroughs to devife modes of cornveying their con-
tributions without trouble. Necker was not aware, that thz fasires
of VYoluire on the Clergy had rendered them juftly and univerfaily
odious ; that the numcrous and oppreflive privileges of the Nobles
were deeply, though filently refented ; and that France abcunded
with philofophers, who would promptly feizc the firft occafion to
develope and execate their politieal ideas.—This oceafion arolc,
and the conftitution of France was imagined.

{See PaaTe No. V.]
F

® A fimilar pamphlet wab pudliflied aBowd the fime tifhe, #nd contain-
ing fimilar ideas, called, A Plea of Affocaation oa Coaftigntisnal Princi-
pics; and | fulpell, by the lasguage, it was written by the fame Author. .«

+ ¥ except a gewtleman who has dedicated works t6 your Royal High-
nefs, in the plain and manly language of Virtue. [n le&Quréy on Political
Principles,” by Duvid Wilkhmng, xdeas of orgenised scnfitiioiin: foited to
all climates, &cc. are oppofed to thofc of Moritelguicn with great addrefs and
efic®. But the Authar, bold as he is, expreflishimfclf ia the laaguage of
fpeculation, Jittle imagining -thae the Natiomki Aflenbly of Frauve would
immiediately publith fo gloriousa Commentary on'his work.
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It is hardly fair to offer a dclineation of a fabric not yet formed;
fome parts of which may not be determined upon,-and fome may
be altered. But if this little work fhould ever be honoured with
any attention in France, I hope my purpofe will not be mifunder-
flood. Though I'do not join in any of thofe compliments to the
National Aflembiy, which are fent from this couvntry, to afift pri-
vate views, and to give confequence to interefted parties—the de-
figns and efforts of real patriotifm in France have not a warmer
friend in the world than myfelf: and if I offer remarks on an event
the moft beneficial to humanity in all the records ot mankind, it is
toafford affiftance, and to induce the philofcphic politicians of the
Natioml Aflembly to re-confider their fundamental laws,

In the definition and appointment of citizens, there isa want of
juftice ; and in the conflruction of a political ftate, as in that of a
private charaéter,

““ Want of Virtue is wan? of feafe.”

The firft and general purpofe of fcciety is to guard the weak againft
the ftrong, and the poor againft the rich.—Ti.c firft divifion of all
the people of Frarce is into Cantons; bat in voting for the next
rank of citizens called ele@ors, thofe wro do not pay a certain fum
towards the public expence are excluded, 1. e. they are enflaved.

The burthen of labour and of military fervice is on the peor,
and if philofophy had produced its full cffe€t in the National Af-
fembly, we fhould have had this reproach of political conftitutions
removed. For fhe, like

The geruine mufe removves the thin difgaife,

That cheats the wworld, achend'er fre deigns to fing 3’
And full as meritcricus to ber eyes

Seems the posr foldier as the mighty king.

In the prefent conflitution of France, the moft helplefs of the
people are deprived of the only confolation or ground of hope, the
only ftimulus to conten:, honefty, and virtue in their fituations——the
choice of their maflers. . It is this condemnation to a ipecies of
flavery, that renders fervants a fcparate and profligate corps; and
a fimilar injuftice to thofe of the people, whofe poverty is a fuffi-
cient evil, avill be a dileafe in the conftituiion, which no palliatives
€an remove. :

The Aflemblies in the cantons are too: numerous.  Montefquicu
(Let. Perf.) obferves, ¢¢ The heads of the greateit men feem to be
¢ narrowed (retrecies) when they are affembled ; and in the greateft
¢ spmber of wifc men, theve is the leaft wifdom.”
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AMfred was aware of this truth; and the firft divifions"of his
political body, like the capillary veffzls on the furface of the natu-
ral, were fmall, and formed to execute their offices without violence.
'The tithings confifted only of ten families. I never faw an aflem-
bly, exceeding twenty, whatcver the abilities of the members, that
was not more difpofed to paffion and tumult, than to rcafon and
judgmznt. _ :

The diftintion of the ELecTors in the diftriéts, and the pri-
vilege of ele@ing both into the departments and into the National
Afleinbly, is without reafon.—~The graduated cletions are not fo
equitable, or fe well imagined, as thofe in the conftitution of Alfred.

The National Aflembly, if chofen in the departments, would be
every thing defigned by Alfred in the inftitution of the Mycle ge-
moi : but it its number could be reduced, and bufinefs done more
by open committe's and printed propofitions, than by oratory, it
would be impreved. It fhould alfo openly and decidedly avow its
compet=ncy to form, and ena& all conftitutional and fundamentsl
laws without any permiffion of the executive power. A period
fhould be as fixed as the conftitution, in which a fimilar aflembly
might always be chofen, and meet without fummons or leave from
any other power ; and its bufine(s fhould be to revife and corre®t
all fundamental regulations, to infpet the conduét of the ordinary
government and legiflation, and to redrefs or remove all national
gricvances.

The interference of .the executive power by commiflioners in the
diftri@ts, is a privilege of fatal effeét; and if not withdrawn, will
foon render the conftitution of France as corrupt, as vicious, and
as much a deception, as the pretended of England.

THIS account of the French conftitution in the f .t edition, has
been thought too concife to remove prejudice or to inftruét igno-
rance in the people of this country.

They who have made this juft remark, fhould recolleG—the lef-
fons were inmediately addrefled to an informed, though a young
and diflipated perfonage ; and that it did not occur even to the va-
nity of the author, they would be rapidly circulated through the
nation.

To remove the objeQion, it will be neceflary to explain the terms
mycle-gemot and wittenage-mot in the conftitution of Alfred ; the
firft meaning the folk-mot, or great affembly of the nation by its
deputies, which he intended fhould ever meet annually on Salifbury
plain, to revile and adjuft the a@ls of the executive power, and of
the legiflature called the wittenage-mot, or the aflembly of wife
men, analogous to the I'rench idea of notables.*®

¢ Scc numecrous authorities in Bede, Sp-lman, Sclden, Wi!kins,A Wrig—ht, )
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Wthea the mcafures of the King ard his great gouncil, his wit-
temage-mot or notzbles, were deemed (ondacive to the public wel-
fare, they were fanficsed as the permanent laws ot the land;
when adjudged atherwiie, they were forbidden and abregated.
The aparchy frem Danifh vivicace and Jepredation, neaily oblite-
pacd thefe wic and admirable inflitptions: send William the
Ccoqueror, while his prudence fuggefted the expcdience of not
exajpcrating the nation by wholly remouncing them, was induced,
by s fagaciaus fpirit of defpoti(m, to prefer the wittenage-mot to
she folk-mot er mycle-gemot; as the (ormer was manageable by
his pawer or his wealth ; the !stzer muft have reftrained him within
the limiss of ufef.! laws, and meafures of obvious matienal ad-
vantage.

Thg Epglith parliamcent is the cffspring of the wittenage-mot,
the choice of the Ccnqueror, with fome {uppofed advaatages from
the addition of the Houte of Commons: but fill retaining its orie
ginal chara@er refpeéling the crown, and perpetually exemplifying
I its extravagaat pretenfions and exceptionable condud, the nccef-
fity of wational revifion, controul and corseion, in fuch an annual
deputation as the folk-mot. When the receflitics of the Freach
King senderod expedient fome kind of application to the nation,
its sncient records were examined, aed a {oiri, analogous to that
of the Norman, induced him to call the Notables the wittenage-
mot, pot a reprefentation of the country, or any thing fimilar o
the mycle-gemot—Buz the inftitution of the proviscial affemblics
was z2n error ot Necker’s, moit forturate to the French nation ; it
W25 maiug apcriures 1w the great dykes of arbitsary power; and
waen the waters burit their bounds, they foen becamic irrefitible.
Whetaer the great extent and population of France, or the docu-
ments of the ancient inftitutions of the Franks, or the fuggeftions
of any late {peculations, induced the French reformers to adopt a
plar fimilar to that of Alfred, Y am n-1t qualified to determine.

They have in fome degree, thcugh not fully adepted this idea
of deputations, which are abfolutely ncceilary to render the aétual
reprefentation of populous and extenfive kingdoms confiftent with
their indcftry and peace.  They hae aii0 appointed ali choice and
cic@ion to be by divifons of the people; to criginate in the lower
clafs, and 1o preceed vpwards. Tiis is eficnual to liberty.  But

Boetrars 0o Political Liberty, aad a very excellent little work on $axoa ine
fitutions, by the late Iy. Squire, Bifbop of St. David ; who feems to have
seaounced the ipisit of his order, and like the prefent Bifhop, D*Autun, to
have funk all epifcopal properties in the enlarged views of a good citizen
sad the humanc qualities of an amiable man.
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they have differed from Alfred ; and where they have differed,
think they have erred.

To have attempted abolithing favery, or the power of the
church, woald probably have involved Alfred in ruin. But every
frceman, without cxception, was an cleflor.  This is not the cale
in France; and I obje&t 1o the exclufion of thafe who are unablc to
pay a imall rate or tax; not in the fpirit of criticifm, but fram a
convitlion of injuttice and impolicy ; in deprefhng mere incapacity,
fligmatizing the unfortunate, giving additional power to the pol-
fethon of property, which in itfelf is power—while all the genuine
principles and reguiations of jultice are wholly dire@ed againft the
injurious exertions of power or force.

The firft divifions ot the peoplc are into cantons; and their firit
voting aflemblics conlilt of fix or feven hundred. Thefe are mal.
titudes, incapable of judgment qr choice, whatever the charatter
of the individuals may be: and for this opinion, I appeal to the
experience of the world, for not s fingle aiﬁmbly has exifted as an
cxception. What then is to be expefled but pafion or diforder
from fuch mingled multitudes of French peafants? Alfred pe:-
ccived this ruth; and his fisR aflemblics confified only of ten
houtholders.

The French reformers, as if fenfible of their error in the firft
divifion, atiempt to remedy it by anocher ; which I am truly forry
to coanfider as the commiflion of another injury~~the cantons elect
into the diftrits : and the cletors in the diftri€ls are formed into a
numerpus extenfive ariftocracy ; for they arc denominated, by way
of emincence, the Ele€ors; they chufe into the departments, iato
the re€tories, bifhoprics, the various offices of magiftracy, and cven
into the National Afiembly.

‘Chis, befides being an injultice to the cle&tors ia the cantons
below and the depariments above, is facilitating the future intrigucs
of the exccutive power, by dire€ting them to a particular fpot, and
to infure the miflchief they have committed to the King, the nomi-
nation of commiffioners to prefide in the eleétions. The National
Afiembly firt met at Verfailles to aflift the King to provide for the
public exigencies; and to devile, in conjunéliop with him, fuch
regulations as wouid prevent fimilar evils. It therefore affembled
as 8 wittenage-mot, or an Englith Parliamers, for fpecified pur-
pofes, and with limited powers: but when a few incidewts had
fhaken to the duft the remains of ancient delpotifin, the Affembly
gradually changed its tone; and from being a2 municipal legiflative
commiflion, like the Dritith legiflature, it afflumed conflitutionai
poweis, and becare analogous to the mycle-gemot of Alfred.

In this new charalter, the affembly has afted with a prudence
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verging on timidity, and fomctimes defcending to cquivocation.
The mycic-gemot of Alfred was in cffet the nation: 1t was open
to cvery freeman who had a complaint againft the government : and
the members at a fignal could have produced the nation in arms on
Salilbury plain. That poflibility was the firm bafis ot its confitu-
ticnal influence over the exccutive and legiflative powers, and the
knowledge of it rendered its exercife always unncceflary : it was
like the inflcence of the whole body over its limbs, the fource of
order and general harmony, never of difagreement or confufion.—
When the Nationa! ATembly aflumed new powers and a new cha-
ra@er—when it appeared as the mycle-gemot of Alfted, a conflitu-
tional affemoly to decree fundamental laws, and to aflign the pro-
vinces of executive, legiflativs, and municipal autherity, there was
juft as much reafon in their confulting the i‘(ing and requiring Lis
fanflion, as in cornfulting the future magiitrates of the projeéted
municipalities.

The members of the National Aflembly often infinuate, that fu.
ture Jegiflatures will not have their powers; but will they not, like
the Englifh Parliament, afflume them® And are n-t the ftrongett
hopes of a counnter-revolution founded on the probability that a
future aflembly may repeal the atls of the prefent?

To prevent this evil, the National Afiembly fhould feparate its
conftitutionzl from its legiflative a@ls.  In the fcrmer, the executive
power fnould never be confulted. The mode of chufing the ordi-
nary legiflature fhould be diltinguifhed from that of appointing the
Na:ional Aflembly, which thould be ele€ted annually, and meet on
a certain day, like the mycle-gemot of Alfred, to fignify the na-
tions! approbation or difapprobation of the proce:dings of govern-
ment and aéts of the legiflature, and to revife, corredl, and improve
ail conftitutional regulations or fundamental laws.

e ———— == - =

LESSON IX.

PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION.
~————Suadere Princips quod oporteat, multi laboris ; affentatio erga
Drincipem guemcumque fine affeliu peragitur. Tac.

It is difficals to adwije Princes—1It is not difficult to flatter them.

CQUIESCING in the fentiment of Tacitus, I fhall not jong
detain your Royal Highnefs on the ufe to be made of the in-
tormation 1 have takcen the liberty to lay before you.
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An attentive view of the political conflitutions I have delineated,
will convince your Royal Highnefs, that the principles of legifla-
tion and government are fludied ; and that political and eccl. daftical
impoftures will be generally deteted and deftroyed.

The diffcrence ot the French and Englith Nation will be that of
an organized body aing for iticlf, and a paflive mafs acted upon.
I need not point out the advantage to France, befides that of i
climate and population.

But as this may be a truth of magnitude, not to be readily ad-
mitied, your Royal Highnefs will permit me to fuggeil the imme-
diate effe@t of emigration, from caufes which you fhould be anxicus
to remove, If vou regard the future population and fatc of the
country. :

‘The conftraftion of the French government implics a perfet
police; for the magiftrates are cbojex in all the neighbourhoods, and
their offices are annual : indeed the whoie budy guards and proteéts
wgclf. ‘This will be foon krcwn to thofe prodigious multitudes of
timid and female houtholders in England, who aic plundered by
every device that avarice can fuggeit to thoie appointed to procct
them. ,

Perfet liberty of opinion, both in thought and words, will carry
over confcientious and indultrious diflenters, who ave here fubjeét
to difadvantages, from circumftances which do them honour. To
prevent the confcquences ot this evii, I do not mcan that Puritan-
ifm fhould be fubftituted for the eftabiifbed rites ; bat that the go-
vernment is unjuit, when it engages in one religious faétion to the
inconvenience of another; aud that by avoiding this error, France
wiil draw from England great numbers of its ufeful citizens.®

I wiil not weary your Royal Highnefs by 2 minute detail of the
difadvantages under which England mu't a&, it its government be
not improved, in proportion as France advances in the judicious
conftruction of its political conftirution.

Your Royal Highnefs will recolleét, thatthe Englifh Government
is a machine a&ing on the people, and :uanaged at the will and for
theintereft of particular orders; whereas the consTiTUTION OF A

* Princes aud magiftrates fhould fcorn to be apparitors to ambiticus, fel-
£fh, and ufclefs pricfts, or the minifters of their intolerant and cruel pur-
pofes. Darius ing of difputes in Perfia, of fimilar importance with
thole which now aguate the fuperflitious world, afked the Grecks, What
fums they would take to cat ibeir parents? They exclaimed, Not all the
gold in the world! He atked the Callattii, a people inhabiting a part of
India, and who cat their parents, What they would take to burn them 2
The propolal produced crics of horror.——* Go to your habitations,” faid
the King; *“ and eat or not eat your parents, as you like ; éut do not mal:f
cach otber.’” —~<The pricfls of both paities murmaured at the lalt injun&ion.
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COUNTRY, to bear even a definition, thould comprehend the peo-
ple; to prodace Liberty, it fhould ai'ow them a choice of the Le-
giflatare and Magiftrates.

When that choice is made, a power fhould remain in the com-
munity, by the appointment of a periodical aflembly, to prevent
all abufes of trutt; and all interference of the ordimary ot m.unici-
pal legiflature in fundamental laws.

The Mycle-gemot of Alfred and th: National Aflembly of
France are calculated for this purpofe; their objefts are conftituti-
onal: but we have no affembly in England bearing the flighteft
analogy to them. Hence the ablurditics perpetually recurring in
Englith legiflation ; the power of making laws for temporary pur-

fes confounded with the national fovereignty ;* and the mott in-
1quitous ufurpations jaftified by affimilating the ideas of truft and
night : infamous and audacious adventurers, the tools of feudal def-
m of mercantile companies and corrupt minifters, in marketable

ghs, bolding the langaage of mafters to fix millions of people,
and contending for the lucrative privilege of defpoiling them.

The laws, when made, would be equitably and expeditioufly
adminiftered by judges and magiftrates chofen and approved by the
vicinages; and the penod:ical vifitations of logquzcivus and vrprin-
cipled lawyers would not alt on the country as periodical jaiii-
lences.4

The juRices of the peace, the moft numerous and importanc
magiftrates, would not be, asthey now are, the devoted inflruments
of devoted inkruments. And the Clergy, emancipated from an
humiliating and difhonourable patronsge, which mvft ever have an
intereft in cxalting {ycophants and deprefing manly and ofeful ta-
leans, would aflume a new charaller, and from being the tools of
corrupx influence, would become the real minifters of religion and
virtoe.

Improvements of this kind mmwf take place, if the Conftitation of
France be cftablifhed, or this country will immediately lofe its rank.

Though I do not fubfcribe to the opinten of your Royal Father,
thac the mcafures at Paris have a tendency to deprive Europe of its

*® During the late illnefs of the King, miniftesial majoritics in a tempo-
rary legiflature claimed the abfolwe fovereignty of the itate.

4+ The paalice of attornien, called Pettifogeess, is te inftru® cvidence
in fafe and foccelelul modes of perjery. The council arc often iv collufont
with thelc stsesnias ; they favour their prepared cvidences, and abufe thofe
who sre with a degree of profligate impudénce and urprincipled
vithiny, which die Judges fheuld corre® with more determined feverity,
if they with, as chey cettainly mult, to preferve reverence for the Laws
and sefpel for thele whe sdmisifier them.
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Aings in thirty years, I am fure that in a very few, they w il rene
der the duty and office ¥f a ‘Kigg of England very dillerent from
that ot a fplendid partifan, diretting the fervility and avarice of
ranks, claflcs, and protdﬁons to private purpo{cs ; cncountcrmg
fa&ion by tatlion 5 invoiving lﬂmle in the inextricable labptinth
of ineffeftual expedients. It you keep your eye on the conflitution
of France, you may prepare yourfelt for the charalter you may
have to fuitajn: and #f you favour the ndccﬁarj mprovements of
the government of veur country, you will fecure its juft rank among
the nations of Eurepe, fix your Givn happinefs on a certain foun-
datwn.. apd cproll ycus.name among. tnc great bcncfa&ora of man-
kind.

Thefe are wifhes which will never be exprefied in vour hearing,
by the parafites of your Court, or the objects of your political con-
- fidence. 1 have no private intereft in the trouble’T have caken, I
fe 1 no ambition to be the competitor of your favcurites. I have
no defire that a moment of my peace fhould depend, cven on a
Prince, who can, onz day, take pains to engage and captivate;
induce, gemerous youth, to enlift under his banners, and wear his
uniform ; and the next, not recolict or know them. I feek not
vour favour, Sir; and in the decent and legal exercife of my abi-
litics, 1 refpe@fully prefume I need not fear vour dilpleafure. In

all the imaginable fucuations of parties my name will never be
brought to your Royal Highnels in the lifts of candidatcs for places.
And in the temporary confufion and anarchy of any pofiible revc-
lution, my age, my infirmities, my inclinations, and my habits,
preclude all effort and hope for my own advantage.

It, theretore, in the hints I have ventured to fubmit to you, 1
have crred—the fault is in my judgment, not in my heart: if I
have fuggefted any thing that may influcnce your mind, the benefit
will be—rot to me, but to your Roval Highnefs and to your
Country.
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LESSON X

ON THE MODE OF STUDYING AND PROFITING.
3Y :
Mr. BURKE’s REFLECTIONS
ON THE
LATE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE.

For criticifm, or as ability to judge of wwritings, is the laff child of.
lomg experience. Longinus, 17.

THIS is my apology for pre{fuming to point out to your Royal
Highnefs, the important fublimities, and captivatirg beau-
ties of a great work ; dcltined by the Author, to check the progrefs
of democratic licence, and impious infidelity, and to reftore the
original and facred principles, on which the Governments of Eu-
rope were firft cftablithed.

On the firtt view of a performance, fo inimical to thofe rights for
which I have pleaded, and thofc principles I have attempted to cfta-
blifh, in the preceding Leffons, I was inclined to difpute the pofi-
tions of the writer.

I had been accoffomed to thirk eloquence inferior to wifdom—
¢ Aaron fhall be thy fpeaker ; and thou fhalt be to him as God.”—
I thought I had perceived a material diftin&tion between profound
inquiry, and the art of popular perfuafion—the formicr, the object
of the higheft, the bzt philofophy, 1 confidercd as forming the no-
bleft charaters i human nature: and 1 deemed the pofition of
Plato, « that an Orator fhould be a Fhilofopher,” as the mere hom-
age of Poetry and Eioquence at the fhrine of witdom. Humanlife
is too fhort, to unite the accomplithments of the two charaét

{Crs.
Cicero attempted it : put Cicero in philofophy, was merely a man
ot kn~wledge. Who could combine the profound thought of a
Montefquicu with the talents of a Chatham or a Mansfield ¢ I had
confidered the mclioration of Gothic fyftems, and the laws and
cuftoms which have been latcly fuppofed to produce public haphi-
nef~, as owing—not to natural hiftorians, or experimental phiiofo-
phers; not to poetry, painting, mufic, or oratory ; mot to arithme-
tic, mathematics, or even the difcoveries of Newton—rbut to the
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works of fuch men as Sidney, Harrington, Locke, Montefquieu,
Steaart, and Smith : and J thought ita duty to defend the philofo.
phy they had profefled from the verbofe fcurrilities of a popular
writer.

But on the perufal of Mr. Burke’s ¢ wonderful” Letter, your
Royal Highnefs will perceive I have been miftaken ; you will judge
that wifdom fhould give place to eloquence; that ¢ the wife in
¢¢ Leart fhall be called pradent, but the fiveet in tongue fhall find
s¢ greater things.”

I was alfo deterred by the information, that a competitor in the
fame art had feen the letter of Mr. Burke, fome months before its
publication, and was preparing an anfwer.

A contention of praétifed prize-fighters would irrefiftibly attraét
;‘he literary rabble; and the gentle voice of reafon, would not be

eard.

But having mentioned Mr. Burke, in a former Leflon, with epi-
‘thets of difapprobation and reproach ; and having imbibed from his
work that principle of exquiiite fentiment and fine feeling which
alternately with religion is the fubftitute of honour and virtue, I
find it my duty to exhibit his charaéter on the belt, viz. on hisown
authority.

To ferve the double purpofe of rclieving my ¢ penitent fenfibi-
¢ lity”— and to familiarize your Royal Highnefs with the principles
of criticifm, I hope to imprefs on your mind, that a knowledge of
the author is neceflary to that of his work; and that you fhould
take it from himfelf, for this indifputable reafon, ¢ thatevery man
s¢ muflt know his own ch~raéter.”

Great critics refemble their authors. Longinus delineates the
beauties of Homer, in paflages equally beautiful—I, thercfore,
view Mr. Burke, not as the morning ftar, dropping gentle and be-
‘ncficient dew ; not as a régular planet, in that wonderful {yftem, the
daily tlefings of which we participate; but a blazing eccentric
comet, of myRic and menacing omen, and my eye is led to furvey
it from the tail.

I- the laft page of his ¢ divine rhapfody” he thusdefcribes him-
felf—and your Royal Highnefs is intreated to obferve, the exem-
plary modefty cf {fo great a man. When public objeéts fill his
«¢ difinterefted” mind, it foars like an infernal fury, and fcatters
vengeance and mifery over ¢¢ difobedient” nations-—when he retires
within himfelf, we difcern only the humility of a Chriftian, and a
gentlenefs and bafhfulneis truly fentimental.

« I,” the great man fays, ¢ have litde to recommend my opini-
¢ ons, but long obfervation and much impartiality.” My Lord
Mansfield, wlin ftill pofiefles his mental faculties in great vigour,
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pronounces the French Revolution, an event in hiftory tota.;y ncv.r,
to which no former falts and incidents can apply. Here i<, long
obfervation againt Jong obfervation : but I fhall prefently flate the
circumftance which may induce Mr. Burke to gwc the preference to
himfelf. On the fubjet of his ¢ impartiality” there can be no
doubt. Has any man converfed with, or heard this orator, and
fuppofed hini capable of harbopring prc_]udlcc ?

“ They came from one who has been no tocl of power, no flat-
s¢ terer of greatnefs, and who, in his laft acts, does nct with to belyz
$¢ the tenour of his life.”

It muit give your Royal Highnefs p!cafurc, to learn from the
authority of this grear man himfelf, that the opinion of his implicjt
devotion to a late Marquis, for good and {ubftantial confiderati ns,
1s groundlefs ; that he purcnaiud his villa and cftate at Beaconsfield
with the accumulations ot Lis own patrimony ; that he reprefents a
borough in parliament, by the free yninfluenced elettion ot the bur-
gefles ; and, though whilc in office, he offered incenie of adoration
at the fhrine of roy alty, he conicienticufly balanced it out of office,
by prenouncirg on the mclancholy and afliting indiip. fition of
your Royal Father, ¢ that the Almighty had hurled him from his
¢ throne.” He remarks on the proceedings of the Revolution So-
ciety, ¢ that the misfortures of Kirgs make a dehicious repait to
« fome fort of palates”=The repalt fuits not the Pa\Au. of Mr. Burkg,
unlefs it be flimulated by ditappointment, or by fome ftrong obfta-
cle to the zttainment of his withes. This, I am fure, your Royal
Highnefs wiil chink a fufficient caule, and, to uie his own phrate,
hot to belye the tenour cf his hife.

¢ They come from cne, aimoft the wlole of whofe public life
«¢ has been a ftreggle for the liberty of others; from one, in whofe
¢ brealt no anger durable or vehement has ever been kindled, but
¢ by what he confiders as tyranny ; and vwho {natches from hi fliare
¢ in the erdeavours which are ufed by good men to diferedit opu-
¢ lent oppreflion, the hurs he has cmptoyed on your affairs; ard
¢ who in fo doing perfuades himlelf he has not diparted from his
¢¢ ufual office.”

Your Royal Highnefs will here admire the modeft addiefs with
w hich the great orator mingles the mﬁxrgulfhed parts he has aét-d,
in oppciition to the American war, and in the impeachment of i\.r.
Haftings. To place thefe great allions ina truc iight, your Roysl
Highnels muft be informed thzt the D"da'dtor) Bill, the vary
bland which fe: America on fire, wus fabricated in councils of
which this orator participated.  But you wiil take with you, the
moment Mr, Burke was difmifled, he became a determined cppa-
pent to the Minifter, and the war he conduted; ke execrated
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hin as a traitor to the conftitution ; and pledged his honour and
charaéter to impeach him. When events indicated the advantage
of a coalition <with that Minifter, the wonderfal placability of our
Author’s nature was difplayed. He pafled inftantly frem mertal
hatred 0 the moft enthufiaftic {riendfhip, and from bitter reproach
to fublime pancgyric. I am fenfible, if fuch apparent contradic-
tion and fuch derelition of all principle, were fairly chargeable
on a philofopher, Mr. Burke would annex to his name the mcft
infamous epithets. But a Chriilian, a believer of thole dofirines
which fo amicably blend high church tories with the votaries of
the chorch of Rome, has advantages which moralifts cannot enjoy.
By rites, ceremonies, and external atonements, confcience may be
fct, on a pivot, like a weather-vane, to turn with the 2iry current
of felf-intereit.

I would imprefs thefe hints the more carefully on your Royal
Fiighnefs, as [ underftand the aliernate councils of Cumberland
and the little White houfe (on the late re-eftablithment of which
I congratulate your Royal Highnefs) difcover a rejutence and timi-
dity refpc€ting this admirable and expedient religion.  If any fu-
ture cvent fhould give the power, I fhould advife its avowal ; and
it the facred bench would admit of a presching prelate, that Mr.
Burke be feated on 1, referving an annual portion of every parlia-
mentary {cafon for the impeachment.

In the profecution of Mr. Haftings, the conduét of this great
and good man is cqually admirable with his oppofition to the Ame-
rican war. ‘I'be Houfe of Commons flated a certain number of
propufitions, referring to ats which, in Mr. Haftings were or were
pot, violativns of law, or violations of a fpecified ruft. Butof
what advaniage would determinations on fuch queitions have been
to the learning of the country. The hiftory and antiquity of Hin.
cultun ; the varlous politics of its ftates; its ancient, complex, and
extenfive mythology ; the deflrines, rites, ard cecremontes of tsre-
Yigicn ; its population, sanks, cafls, cufloms, ard manners; have
been minutcly detailed—and the wifdom ard hnowledge of ages
have been compredled into a snorning entertainment ; have been
arranged into {peeches, which have contributed greailv to the im-
provement of the attending sudience ; and by the induftry and pa-
regyrics of newf{paper reporters have been diffufed through the na-
tion to its great advantage. :

The placability and ncrey of our author appear in this tranf-
=Qon, but with the more dignity, as every ofjcét is magnified
by foggy interpofiticns.

"hile the menaces of virtue, perfonated by Mr. Burke, hu-g
ever the head of Haftings, a confidential fricnd and afociatc oratoy
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carried 2 White Flag to the agent of the oifender; but whether
¥rom all the enemies to Indian oppreflion, which he here calls
<t ‘good men”—wheth¢r to avert the impending fterm, or gene-
‘routly to épable the fufferer to prepare fer it—1we can cnly conjec-
*turc—the agent, being naturally a Marploi, having fully anfwered
the main ‘queftion, when a previous hint hud cnly been given.

Charity, however, will incline us to fuppofe, that the genercfity,
‘slmoft fupernatural, which erafed from the avthor’s mind, all the
‘refentment, rage, and abhorrence, cxcited by the ccnduét of Lord
North; and introduced the gentle paflions of forgivenels and
friendfhip ; would not have been, and will not yet be, abfolutcly
and ctermally implacable to Mr. Haftings; though in intercourles
of chicane and corruption with Begums, Nabobs, and Rijahs, he
may have forgotten the laws of his counury, or violated the univer.
{al maxims of. virtae,

In refpeét to France, a fimilar difpofition to placability is difco.
'werable even in the higheft paroxy{m of theauthor’s rage.  For after
warming his imagination into frenzy on the royal fufferings ; and ex-
ccrating the National Affembly, the philofophers, the jacobins, and
2l the real and imaginary caufes of the facrilegious difhenour; Le
admits a poflibility that royalty might devile or commir adls thag
would requirc examination and inquiry. Hereisa fair opening for
reconciliation between the offe ding people of France and this great
orator. Let the National Afilembly wete an Impeackment : and it
.they give Mr. Burke the management, they may be affurcd, not
only of his forgivenefs and friendthip, Lut that the King and Queen
will be difpofed of for life. What a glorions fate!  What a cha-
Talteriftic appointment !  All Europe would be occupied on kis
orations, and £lled with his fame: and when Providence calls him
—it is hoped very late—f{rom thc trophies of his virtues and durty
Berc; his future reward, to give ¢ff:& to the cultivation of hLis
prefent talents, we may hambly fappofe, will be—To ImMpeacu
THE DEviL To ALL ETERNITY!

The ¢ good” man procceds—s¢* They come from one who defires
« honoars, diftin&ions, and ‘cmolumcnts, but little; and who ex-
* pells them hot ar 2!i.”

¢ advantage of religion is in nsthing {5 great, asin veiling f2.

ctet infirmities or crimes. It is true, the cye of God is fupnofed to
ctrate all difguife and all darkrets; but his minifters are placa-

le, ‘and every thing has itsprice.  Mr. Burke was rbe orfy partifan
who ftipulated with the Pall-Mall Cabal, previous to an oration on
the Regency which unreceflarily precipitazed your Royal Highnefs
fnto unpopalarity. How many of tlie Burkes were to be provided
for; =nd how lndian peculition mizht be reconciled to virtue and



LESSONS TO A BRINCE, 55

humnm.y in that hu]} fimily, « I will not tell in Gath or publith
¢ in the ﬁm's o Alkalon, left the ungodly fhould blafpheme:"
Dr. Parr wiuld have been endued with the faculty. of confccraung
the tran.a&xon, and guarding it from the fcoffs of ¢ atheiftic” pa-
triot:{m or of profligate impertiner.ce.

It muit be expetted, an orator ¢ has no contempt” of fame.;
¢ but M. Burke” never facrificed his inteteft to it: and he ¢ has
“ 0o fear of obloquy,” though he has profecuted new/papers, and
cxpresficd apprehenfion, and alarm, at paragraphiits, in a manner
that would be deemed pufiilanimous in an Abbefs of King's Place.
Ba: it is to be obferved that M.. Burke trembies only for the caufe
of liberty and humanity, tor the facred and auguft fabric of go..
vernment, which is to be forcibly entered only by his party, and.
then ro be eternally preferved from profanaticn and ruin. :

Th: Speaker of the Houfe of Commons will atteft, tbat ¢ he.
“ fhuas contention,” though he will ¢ hazard an opinion” —e—
That ¢ he wifhes to preterve confiftency,” the world 1s difpofed to
doubt, not knowing that ¢ he would preferve conﬁﬁcncy, by.
¢ varying his means to fecure the unity of his end, and that when
“ ihe equipoife of the vefiel in which he fails may be endangered.
‘ by overloading it upon one fide, he is defirous of carrving the
* fmall w elght of Lis reafons to that awbich may preferve its.
s cgwpo:[e

Your Royal Highnefs wiil regret with me, thateven fo beautiful.
a fenicnce fhould conclude the account the great orator condefcends
to give of himfelf. It ailudes to the condition of a paffenger on
the river Thames, where the difference in the various corntents of
his pockets obliges him to fhift and change pofitions; and it fur.
nifh=s an exact image of Mr. Burke’s life.

The modefty of the author would not permit him to hint at the
exertion of mind which produced this great work. His mighty
brain teemed with it, nearly twelve months—I with I could fully
devote as many days, to render your Royal Highnefs fenfible of.
all its merits.

That any man, not educated an inquifitor, and not long accuf-
tomed to derive his pleafure from torture and mifery, fhould be able
to turn his eyes with malignant averfion on four and twenty mllhcns.
of his fellow-creatures, fuddenly emancipated from oppreflive ty-
ranny, and anxioufly fcchng theii future fecurity in the delibera-
tions of . reafon and the proviiions of prudent humanity—would be
unprobable in thcory It would be incredible, that a civilized ci-
tizen ; participating the bleflings of freedom under a mild govern-
ment; cultivating lctters and pretending to philofophy—fhould,
without diltraction and franzy, harbour a whole ycar in his mind,
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ideas o horrible, wifhes fo diabolical, as are expreflfed in almoft
every page of tnis work. Burt the operations of felf-intereft, fub-
limed by religion,® produce miracles.

Mr. Burke wrote his ¢ wonderful” Letter, immediately on re-
ceiving the fantion of the Minilter + to his fentiments in Parlia-
ment. As events flu€tuated in France, the produétion was correét-
cd, and the author has been alternately agitated and tortured by
hope and defpondence, ¢ that the evils of the revolution might or
< might not juftify his opinions.” At laft, the Ariftscratic Oracle
gave the fignal. Calonne announced the plan of a counter-revo-
lution. Burke put on his magic fpc&aclcs, dillin&ly faw the
Auftrians marching through Flanders, the Spaniards in ‘the Pyren-
nees, the Savoyards and Swifs in the Alps, and Germun and
Englifh officers fneaking off fingly and relu@antly from poverty
in Eng!and to afliit in the proje€ted maflucre and devaftation.—
Burke grew frantic with joy: he {nuffed the murky air, loaded
with the exhalations of twenty millions of atheiflic and patriotic
carcafes. ¢ The incenfe isdivine !” exclaimed the ¢ holy” man—
*« My prophecies and revelations fhall be honoured;” and lo—
the Book was publifhed.

When your Roy al Highnefs is, thus, in poﬂ'dﬁon of the author’s
charadter ard motives, you may cafily judge ot his work.

I have intimated, in a previous letlon, the principal caufes of the
French Revolution. When the fortrefs of defpotifm was carried,
the vi€tors were not content with flipulations to prevent future an- -
noyance, they razed it to the ground, and projeéted a new and ufe-
ful ftruéture.

The geniusof England, in political defign, had been fo long the
theme of pancgyric, that it was not imagined, the French would
prefume to attempt any thing beyond an humbie imitaticn of the
Englith Government. Your Royal Highoefs will judge of the
feelings of « mere Englithmen,” by thofe which aftuate Mr. Burk-,
when it was underftood, they projefted a new conflitution, and
meant to claim the merit of originality.

® The readcr is to obferve, that the Author vics the word Religion, as
fignifying the varicd fuperitition which governments employ to impoverifh
and enflave the people

4+ Common minds fhould cautioufly pronounce concerning Miniflers
who arc born Statefmen, or Heaven-born: but it is certain Mr. Pitt’s ap-
probation of Mr. Burke’s fpecch on the French Revolution occafioned all
thofe meafures of France, which embarraffed his Spanith negociatioa.

The National Aff-mbly had been inftru@ed (rom England, to diftin-
guith the wifhes of the Englith Adminiftration from thofe of the Nations
the meafures of France wonld otherwife hav~ boen more decifive, and 3
war muft have enfucd. , ’
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In ¢ the Revelations” of the author, your Royal Highnefs
may be inftlru@ed to confider this prefumption as a “ pational
infult,”” and a caufe of war as juftifiable as any that has deter-
mined our cabinets.

But if it fhould not rouze that NaTiIONAL mMAT :D, which
political fraud and pious artifice have afliduoufly geuerated and
preferved—the dangers of the example furnithed by France, are
extremely numerous and alarming, to thofe who occupy (difin-
tereftedly without doubt ) the various departments of our ¢ won-
derful conftitution,”” which is peculiarly ¢ excellent” in ize

Saults, proluces equality by the common and neceffary caufes of inequa-
kty, and confers benepts and bleffings by injuflice and injury.

Whence arederived thefc myftic advantages? Your Royal
Highnefs will perceive, ina former leffon, I traced the genuine
principles of Englith liberty, in Saxon inftitutions: but the
Saxens being heathens, confequently atheiits or philofophers,
according to our author’slearned and liberal ufe of the terms,
I took libertice with their rude fketches, and endeavoured to form
into * elemcauts the principles that have immortalized the name
of Alfred. In thefe, there is an evident diftin&ion of govern-
ment and fovereionty. Government has the power of municipal
legiflation, zid its laws are obligatory on individuals, corporate
bodies, &c. The nation arranged, organized, ‘and a&ing as fo-
vereign, has conflitutional authority over the power of govern-
meat.

The firft iaw, in this fpecies of conilitution, is the general
will ; and it muft be the determination of the general will, that
every citizen without diftin&ion of birth, poflcflions or talents,
enjoy the great obje@s of fociety—liberty, property and fecu-
nty.
iibcrty, isa power, obtained for every citizen by the difpo-
fition and engagements of the gencral force, to aé& for his own
happinefs, without injuring others, and all beyond it, is licence.

The right of property, duce not relate merely to the tene-
ment or land which forms may convey, but to the neceflary juf-
tice, that men of every condition fhould enjoy the advantages of
their honeft induftry, and not be obliged to facrifice them to the
pride aud pleafure of others :

And focial fecurity, arifes from the engagement of the whole
community to prefevve the perfon, property, and liberty of every
individual, untouched while unoffending.

H

. political Diagrams of thefe leffons are ufed, intelli
m'!‘t: give ideas of political conftitutions to youth, :yhu;h thzgyenl:n:l::
pat obtain by perufing differtations, :
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That the general wil may be exprefled, without aflembling
the nation, or invefting the peogle with the executive power—
wiich is the vulgar idea of democracy—is not only rendercd
probable, but demonftrated, by the diagram of the conftitution
of Alfred.  For though the Mycle-gemot was called the Folk-
mot, and every frecman might attend who found fubje@ of
complaint in any 2a& of government, the Mycle-gemot was not
a part of government : it enalted no luws, but fuch as were con-
flitutional ; 1t performed no office of the cxecutive power, but
adjudged it ; and the Affembly of the National Deputics was
mever tco numerons for deliberation.

The Enghth Houfe of Lords is a remnant of that Affembly &
and its claims of judging, in dernier refort, &c. are derived from
it. But the Houle of Lords are funk, by the regulations of
William the conqueror, into a branch of the ordinary governs
ment ; the minifters or managers of which, in all departments,
affiduoufly difcredit every mode of exprefiing the general will :
being {enfible, the numerous abufes which render their fitua.
sions lucrative, would be abolifhed, and that no meafures could
obtain its fan&ion, not favorable to the general intereft.

The National Affembly, having affumed powers fimilar to
thofe of the Mycle-gemot, I rejoiced in the hope that France
would furnith the example of a facicty organifed into a political
body, to which the head and the limbs would be vitally annexed ;
which would be actuated by a ccmmon principle of interefl, by
a common reafon, judgment, and will; and that England,
fimulated by generous emulation, might be induced to revife its
government, corret its. ervors, aud remove its inconveniencies.
Y entertained thefe hopes, without the profpe€ of any advan.
tage to myfelf, my fon, my brother, or my coufin, but in com-
mon with all my fellow citizens; without eftimating the inju-
ries that might enfue to thofc orders which had privileges by
inheritance, thofe priefls wiio were creeping up the tertuous
paths of fervile ambition, or thofe {plendid adventurers who had
talked and written credulous multitudes irto an opinion, that
the general induftry muft be deeply taxed to gratify and fupport
them.

But your Royal Highaels will conceive my fituation and feel
for me, when the voice of Burke, hike that of the angel in the
fiery cdloud, entranced my facultics, and wholly changed the
dirc&tion of my imagination.

Farewell reafon—fcience—truth—all ideas of thofe rights, or
of that juftice, claimed for all mankind by a foft and whimper-
ing philofophy ! Weicome, coufecrated defpotifm—rwhether
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cloathed in the dreadful armour of kings, the foft lawn of bi-
fhops, or the various garbs of fenators, magiftrates, lawyers, ora«
tors, paralites, panders, or pimps. From thy caprices are deri-
ved law, the fecurity of property, the patronage of talents. the
cucouragement of induftry ; and from thy authority or com-
rmand, arife independence and liberty.

By this new informaticn or new light, I mean to condu& your
Roval Highnefs through the claborate, intricate, and myftic
produ&tion of Mr. Edmund Burke; as through a luxuriant wil-
dernefs, where tyranny, privilege, fuperftition, and intolerance,
difplay their magic rites, and combine, with their own, the
{uppofid intereflts of heaven and hell,

As the induftrious mechanic, whofe fancy has been limited by
the horizon of his humble ftate; on looking into the divine
co ~pofitions of the northern prophet, lofes his common facul-
tics, and deigns to convarfe only with fpirits—{o it befel me,
having peruted the unparalleled work of the political Sweden-
bourg, I no longer traced principles from falts, or fought truth
in the long, the cautious, the laborious procefles of demonitra-
tion: Ifaw the dreadful precipices of Atheifin terminating all
the paths of fuience : and I pioufly funk into the bofom of in-
tuitive credulity, where 1 found all truths oa heavenly authori-
ties 3 riches, ranks, and diftiétions without the requifitions of
merit 3 the happinzfs of human nature at the will of the fortu-
nate ; and nativus, as herds of cattle, tranfmitted by inheritance.
How grateful, this flate of things, to the indolence, the felfifh-
ncls, and thelove of power, fo ealily excited in the human mind !
You will not weider 1 quitted the imple paths of inquiry and
invettigation, for thefe enchanted labyrinths ioto which political
rviticifm conduéted me.

YWour Roval Higlineds 15 particularly requeted to obferve
tlie admirable addre’s, with which this great writer introduces
tize fubject of his work,

It is fiequently the misfortune of {ocictics or clubs in London,
10 have lels prud:nee than good intention,

In the ufe of thofe rites *“ of pious” magic, which are thought
to engage the deity cven in the moft fordid ofitices of hunan life,
a club, calling itfelf the Revolution Society, emplcyed a nou-
conformift clergyman as its magician: end he folemaly in-
voked his God, ona fettival deftinied to another purpofe, 1n be
hall of thofe ¢ levelling furizs” in France, who, in demolifhing
the ancient and “ facred” tonple of abfolute monarchy, ncarly
baried the king, the queen, the notility, and the clergy in
ic ruins, ‘
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But the magician docs not worfhip the god of the country.*
He is thercfore Liable to the charge of Atheifm, as I fhall pre-
fently demonftrate to your Royal Haghncfs : His incantations
are impictics ; and, if the true fpinit of Mr. Burke’s religion
could have its proper cffect, he would be foon filcnced by the
* holy fevenities” of the inquifition. This circumftance alone
would invalidate his pofitions ; and render null, the refolutions
and proceedings of a Socicty, of which he affeis to be the
Ponuff.

But, in the luxuriance of our author’s fublime generofity, and
in the cbullitions of ¢ holy zcal,” he condefeends to coutider
his principles, and to confute his arguments : And your Royal
Highnefs will fce with pleafling exultation, this incomparablc”
orator proves, on the authority of the Revolution—~that the
Englith cannot clect their kings ; cannot cathier them for mif-
c.ondu&, or form a government for themfelves.

Your Royal Highnefs will admire his manner of paffing over
or expunging every idea of clection i the appointment of Wil-
liam the Third, though he was actually chofen kiag, and the
crown made hereditary in his family by the queen.

His dexterity muft be deemed important and aftonifhing,
when he tranfmutes the delicacy of the convention, in the ufe of
the word abdication, into a proof that if James had not fled, the
nation in arms, afiited by tue Prince of Orange, could not
have dcthroned him without i incurring the guilt of treafon.

Here the doétiiae of Hobbes 16 iniinuated with all the art of
the author’s cloquence: But he dots not refer to the Leviathan;
for Hobbes was an atheift. Your Koyal Highaefs mult perceive
another privilege of myftic piety. No mftruments in carth or
hell, are forbidden to a Saint, if conducive to his intereit.
Fiends are not fo horrible to our author as athciits.  But as the
Dewl is faid to believe, or to have faith, Mr. Hobbes, though
an atheift, coincided with tie orthodoxy of Mr. Burke in the
creed of abfolute mo-iarch), his fentiments may be adopted
wnthout contaminating the author’s foul, or fullying his ¢ right-
cous” reputation, Butit was higlily prudent not to mention
Hobbes; and gratitude 1s not among the obligations of

yﬁlctfm.

Such the author deems to be the depraved condition of Eu-

pe, from Philofuphy and Atheifm, that if he had derived
royalty dire@ly from heaven, he might have been embarralfed by
heralds and gcncalngxﬂs ; he thercfore mingles and jumbles the
fubjets of goverament, hen:ditary monarchy, and myilic reli-
gion. This is done with wonderful art and dofigu.— Tk feop-

* Dr. Piceis rrcf:.’!'-:d Aricn,
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tic, philofopher, patriot, or atheit—all fynonimous terms—-is
accultomed to view and examine all contrivances in their princi-
ples, and all compofitions in their elements. The united fkill
and penetration of Europe, could not analyze, without com-
pletely diffipating the work before us. It feems, fometimes, air ;
fometimes fire : It affuines fantaftic thapes, which vary in every
point of view, and will not bear the touch of impertinent and
profane philofophy.

I exercife the privilege of the initiated, when I prefume to
afit your Royal Highuefs in contemplating this wonderful
fabric.

Mr. Burke has given his ¢ unparalleled” work all the pro-
perties and effe@s of a camera obfcura, or of a magic lanthorn.
Government and royalty are difplayed, not as arifing from the
mud and filth of popular interpofition ; but defcending from
heaven, at the command of Rcligion, which waves her wand
from a turret of the Inquifition, and awes the nations into im-
plicit faith and unconditioned loyalty.—Kings and queens are
glorious funs and chafte moons. The beauty of holinefs is ex-
hibited in all the gradations of the hierarchy; the Pope being
flightly veiled. The varied effects of noble birth, exalted rank,
knight-crrantry, and chivalry—all the fruits of all the virtues—
are charmingly engrafted on all the vices; while the multitude
is irretrievably and cternally fixed to the earth, and forms the im-
meafurcable pavement {upporting the privileged and confecrated
fcene!

What would be the demonftrations of a Newton to the con-
fequences of fuch a fpeftacle, on the majoritics of all nations :—
Who would turn an eye to the natural, unornamented dclineca-
tions of mathematicians, Economiftes,t patriots and atheifts !

Haid, heavenly enthufiafm !—parent of myftic defpotifra and
arbitrary power !—How {ublime thy ordinances; how captiva-
ting thy arrangements, compared with the cold tenets of philo-
fophy, and the grovelling principles of patriotifm !

$+ The avthor (Mr. Burke, has been criticifed for cerfuring ceconomiits,

- while his own regulations 1n the Royal Kitchen are fplendid proofs of his
own love of @conomy. But, the Economiftes of France are political, and
they are aflociated, not to infp=¢t fauce-pans, mops, and difh-clouts, but to
produce and collect fuch fadts and experiments as may furnith principles of
political @:onomy. Dr. Smith, the author of the Hiftery of the Wealih
of Nations, derived the principal matericls of his excellent work from th:s
Socicty. Zut as their labours have not a tendeacy to promote Popery, the
Fecietiaftics, particularly the Monks, brand them as Atheifts; wxd cur wu-
thor, n his reprehenfions, and infamous iwrputaticns, clofely imii: e

glowing Linguage of the Monks.
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Having given kings, queens, nobles, and high priefts, a hea-
venly origin, without directly aflerting it—and havmg by con-
fecvation rendered them unmaflailable—he rifes into a ftrain of
fublime fcurrility againft the National Affembly—fur violences
to which they were not acceflary, and fome of which never ex-
ifted except in his own imagination. DBut the purpole juftiiics
the means. The King of ;‘g rance is the {un fhorn of his beams ;-
the Queen is the moming ftar precipitated from her orbit:
And the authors of their degradation are not entitled to the ex-
ceptions of truth, on that principle of religion, which keeps no
faith with heretics.

Itis true, the National Affembly, the Economiftes, the pa-
triots, and the atheifts of France, were as little concerned in the
violences at Verfailles, in the humiliating proceflion of the King
andQueen, and in their coufinement to the Louvre, as the
moft enlightened and virtuous citirens of England in the riot and
conﬁagratxon of 1780. The prmcipal initigators and agents
were truly catholic fifh-women ; as orthodox, as prqud.cxd and
almcit as bigotted as our author. Dut in holy crimination—as
in love and war—all advantages are to he {vized, and all means
are juftifiable.—In the deferiptions of the condition of France :
of a general zbfence of all gevernment, all law, and all order—
of bloody democrats, fecking the facred remnants of an ¢ honour-
able” nobxhty and ¢ Lol»” clergy, and murthering them in
multitudes: In thefe dcfcnp*lons, the author avails himfc'S of
the jultifiable hicence of an orator; and almoit every page of
the declamation contains a mifreprcf\ntation, or an untruth.
Befides, Mr. Burke is fuppo:ted by the aniftocratic newfpapers
of France and Englind; and this, i any cafe, is {utficient
ground for that {pzcies of oratory we call Billingfgate.

Your Royal hlgm.s will oblerve, without contrait, the dif-
play of royalty would have no effect.  The fate of thc Queca,
like that of a ftar, fhould be at the incantation of the demon of
patriotifm ifiuing from a characl-boule 5 at every ttep murther-
ing millions, and his p«th a river of human blood. 1f [ might
prefume to blame an author of {uch exalted abilitics, I would fay
11-. Burke has been fqueamifh, timid, too attentive to probabili-
ty, and has not piven fuflicient {cope to his creative imagination
in his atrocious defeription et France,

Your Royal Highnefs will confide: this obfervation as an an-
{wer to thofe lhittle critics ; ; who have cavilled at his defcription
of the queen, as defe@:ve in colume ; contradicting popular ideas
of chara(ter and manners, and indicating impicty ; forit is a pla-
giarifn: from 20 office to the holy Virgin, adored az the morn-
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ing ftar appearing on the horizon, and promifing a heavenly day,
&c. But minutiz are unwosthy a great genius, and the baitory
of canonizations abounds with examples of a fimilar nature.

St. Grill, bithop of Alexandria, affaffinated the beautiful and
fublime Hypathia ; yet was canonized.

The hands of Charlemagne were loathforne with the blood of
the Saxons, whom he maffacred without the pretence of jufkice.
He robbed his nephews of their patrimony 3 married four wives,
yet committed incefl : but he ‘increafed the territory of the
church, aad the church made him a faint. In another edition,
I hope the author will paint him at length; give him the attrie
butes of an evening itar; and place him as a companion to the
moft brilliant produttion of his peucil.

Having thrown a luitre oe lm dodtrines concerning royalty ;
which will more rapialy promote their circulation than a demon-
firation of their truth—and having harrowed up, at leaft his owa
foul, on the impiety, the facrilege, aad the villainy, of degrading
and limiting its prerogatives in France—he denied the nght of
the people to forn. or model a government ; for a reafon which
muit be convincing to every man of equal piety with the authore
that goveinment is an inflitution of God ; tranfmitted from one
gencration to another, in all its forms and privileges. Ia this
matter he alls as gambiers do at play—by guarding againft paf-
fible chances.  He vies the phrafe ¢¢ Government is 8 human
invention :>* but dcnies the neceflity of geaeral approbation or
general will.  He places religion as thc bafis of fociety: and
rcligion be a hum, an inveution—it is that of priefis, who are the
intruments of the diviunity, and fpeak his will. Thus an appa-
rent contradi€tion may be explained ; as in this manner, goverar
ment may be at the fame time the inRitution of God aad the in-
vention of man.

1 was the more embarrafled on this part of the fubje®, as I
had becn long accutomed to think the virtues of men had vo de-
peridence on their mode of worfhipping God 1 that the opinion
had becn prepagated by political hypocrites, who enfarced with-
out believing it ; and had beea adopted by sthe corunea people
in circumftances fo dcprdfcd,that they thought themfelves obliged
to believe without examination whatever was enjoiacd them.

On a general view of hittory, by reafon alone, the profperity
of nations had appeared to me, to depend only on the excellence
of thcu- vernment and legiflation.

ws were eminently pure in their worfhip ; and the
Egxy pt:ans and Perfians to them were atheifta—the mmh af the
latter were good ; thofe of the former abominable.
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Rome, when it produced the virtues of Decius and Fabricius,
was pagan and atheiftic : Conftantinople was the refervoir of all
the moft deteftable vices, after Conftantine bad introduced the
chriftian religion.——We have apoftolic, catholic, and moit
chriftian kings ; but no Titus, no Trajan, no Antoninus.

The Italians, the Spaniards, the Portuguefe, have more reli-
gion than all Europe : but are their morals proportionably dif-
tinguifked 2——What chriftian would compare ancient and mo-
dern Greece, or ancient and modern Romc, in relpect to religion;
what philofopher would compare them in refpe@t to taleats
induftry, or menit ?

My reafon therefore concluded that religion was not virtue.—

Why (I have exclaimed with regret and anguith) are priefts
fuffered to light up the torch of intolerance ; to ftrew kingdoms
with the famifhed or mangled carcafes of thofe honeft inhabitants
who would have cultivated them, if the goodnefs of man in foci-
cty be wholly the effe@t of the laws ? 1 therefore earneftly withed,
that government might have the wifdom to permit religion pri-
vately to regulate the faith of individuals ; and that manners and
virtues might be wholly configned to the laws.

My prefumptuous philofophy proceeded farther. The go-
vernment of priefts, as in Jerufalem, in madern Rome, in Ma-
drid, in Lifbon, &c. has always dcbafed the nations which have
fubmitted to it.

Under every form of religion, I concludcd, mau muft become
wicked, if hisintereft be detached from the pubhc : if he cannot
procure his own happinefs but by the mifery of othiers; and if
the government negle& virtue, reward vice, or clevate it to
honors and opulence.

Your royal hignefs will therefore imagine my pleafure, when
all thefe conclubons of rcafon, and all the anguith with which
they had induced me to view the principles and proceedings of
modern governments—were diffipated by a heavealy ray from the
my#&ic genius of our political Swedenbourg.

He has taught me that nations are ¢ corporate bodies” by
confecrated charters from heaven: and that my concern
for the condition or qualities of the people has been fanciful
and {uperfluous ; for their happinefs is not the objec of the pre-
fent difpenfations of pro-idence.—They are irrevocably pre-
deftined to a ftate of perpetual labour and induftry ; the beft pro-
duce of which is to afcend for the ufe znd gnnﬁcauon of higher
orders and claffes, which are entitled by ¢ facred”’ claims to the
various privileges of the myfterious corporations.
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I wondered no longer at the glowing epithcts of reproach,
execration, and horror, with which our * pious’ author repro-
bated the national affembly of France for demolifhing an ancient
government, the inftitution of the Deity, and degrading royal,
nnble, facred, and privileged ranks, in favour of wretched, fa-
vage animals, called the people ; juft emerged from mere bruta-
lity ; and, to be difciplined, under the dire@ion of their mafters,
by labour and mifery here, for corporate privileges hereafter.

But the patriotifm of this great man 18 fuperior even to his
benevolence.  “The poffibility that the deftruive demon of pro-
fane philofophy may be wafted over to England, has diftracted
him almoft into infanity ; and his fpirit often flies to the cliffs of
Dover, waving that of his ¢ immortal work” in the form of a
flaming fword, and guarding the ¢ incomparable ftruture of the
Englith conftitution” from the impious affaults of democratic
atheifts and infernal furies.  Befides, the good man has been thir-
ty years climbing its lofty towers, and dragging up the knights
of his family for1ts defence.

This patriotifm induces him, at intervals, to give fublime and
myftic hints concerning the origin and formation of that confti-
tution. We are to be content with hints, until the enormities of
the times be fubfided, and he may be at leifure to afcend that re-
gion of the feven heavens, where the records of earthly corpora-
tions are preferved. ¢+ If I live to the @ra of his afcenfion—
have more leifure from indifpenfible engagements,and more refpite
from the pains and infirmities of ag—1I fhall not as I now do,
throw rockets to light him on his way ; but I will patiently fur-
vey the full effe® of his miffion ; and ferioufly examine the re-
cords he produces; by the beft abilities that remain with me.—
In the mean tim:, I cannot help exprefling my aftonithment,
that he has only obfcurely hinted the origin of our government,
and has not defcribed it with that frantic eloquence, which every
man of learning and tafte, on the perufal of the work before us—
muft pronounce * unparalleled” in all the produ&ions of ancient
and modern literature.

An opinion is never fo effe@ually imprefled on the public, as
when accompanied by terror and aftonifhment. I cannot ima-
gine a reafon, that a writer of Mr. Burke’s talents and princi-

1 Tt was in an excurfion to that region he difcovered, the neceffity of de-
froying the charter of the Eaft-India company ; and in confequence of the
difcovery, furnithed the heads of Mr. Fox’s India bill ; the reje&@ion of which
lies as a fin on the nation.

L
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ples, thould have omitted an occafion fo {plendid, as is offered
by the God of the country* defcending in flaming clouds on
Snowdon or Skiddow, and giving into the bloody hands of the
¢¢ pious’” and intrepid conqueror, the permanent conititution
and everlafting inheritance of theland. Ilere the diadem of
defpotifm is held, as it ought to be, by the Vicar of
God on earth. While the ifland s ftrewed with the dead and dy-
mg, it is divided among chicts whom avarice and a fpint of ra-
pine induced to accompany their leader ; and the grandeur of
the church and the dignity of its minifters are provided for, by
citates wrelted from the wretched inhabitants,

No fubject can efcape cavil. All the kingdom was in cffett
confifcated, and all rights funk before the regulations of that
revolution : but every thing was fanctioned, not as in France at
this time, by views of public rchi:f and the benefit of all the
people, but by the power of the fword confecrated by God’s
Vicar on earth.

This is the originof the conftitution, for which our author fo
violently contends ; and here the rights of royalty, nobility 2nd
the church, received that facred chara&cr, that pepetual invio-
lability, which render all attempts at reform or imnnovation—
treafon and facrilege. The author, with commendable pru-
dence, avoids cenfuring the reformation with feverity—as inte-
refts and prejudices having been created by it, too numerous to
be oppofed. But he approaches it circuitoufly, and brands with
infamy the horrible facrilege of the eighth Henry in defpoiling
the church of its property. Whether it be pradticable to re-
move the guilt of that tranfadion, ¢ which prefles heavily on the
land,” I will not determine. The prefent adminiftration has
been merciful to the defcendants of men who had incurred for-
feitures by rcbellion. 1f Mr. Burke fhould be reftored to power,
and it muft be the with of every ¢ pious” man he may—the
leatt to be expedted from his fervid zeal 1s a complete reforation
of the property of the church.

But waving this ¢ fcduétive’” hope, I muft obferve to yvour
Royal Highnefs, that the *facred” privileges and rights lately
violated in France, have a fimilar orlgm to thofe of England, aud
were repeatedly fan&ioned by God’s vicar on earth.

In England, feveral events have gradually encroached on
them. The rcformation had fome effe : but the wound in-
fli¢ted would have been foon healed, if the * diabolical” art of
printing had not been invented. That diffufed knowledge into

_ * This phrafs will foon b explained,
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claffes deflined to be ignorant ; forced literature out of the re-
gulating hands of the clergy ; and produced thofc enemies to
ull fixed inttitutions, thofe parcuts of impertinent enquiry, invef-
tigation, difcufiion, knowledge, and fcience, the literati,® the
free thinkers, aad the philofophers

Thefe ¢ Athais’ -—-for, after the cxample of my author T
fhall comprefs them icto one odious denomination : Thefe
« Atheifls” have wazed perpetual war with pnulcgc-, inftitu-
tions and prejuducs-—an«l vour Royal Highnefs will fhudder,
when informed, they have nearly obtained a power, the moft
fatal to all “facred” protenfions—¢¢ the legal libearty of the
prefs.

Another principle of inovatien, on the conﬁntuuon of the
conqueror, was produced by the ¢ incautious” introduction and

mMpudent enceuragement of induftry.

The beautiful oxder of thofe provifious, made by Wil-
ham, for a ﬂrong, clieCtive government, muft have often ftruck
the imagination of your Royal Highnefs. The divifion of tle
kingdom into fixty thoufand portions, or, in c¢ffet, into fo
wany propeities ——the {ummary mode of difpofing of the com-
mon pnoplc, and excluding them from all polmcal queitions—
the * complete reprefentation’ of the country ¢ in maffes”” by
the chicfs of thefe divifions ; and above all, the fanétion and co-
operation of an opulent clergy, ﬁrmly pledged to preferve
the people in 1mplicit obedicnce and perpetual labour
by the hopes of future rewards: Thofe arrangements formed a
goaftitution, which is conildered by our author, as an inheri-
tance, for the defence of which Englithmen ¢hould fhed the l.:l‘t
drop of their blood.

® The beft iihowar of tiis country, in the uiual funfe of the word,
and cne of its belt men, died in the houfe of a faerifls oflicer. This ailc & -
ing cvent gave rife to the fociey for the eftablifiment of a iiterary fund.
Mr. Burke was requefted to afliit in the inftitution; but he treated the
application with fuch angry rudenefs, and with fuch abufc of literature,
that the gentleman who conveyed the meﬂ'.urc of the {acicty thought him
infane. No—faid ene of lLis political fricnds—bur he hates every man
who wauld participate with him, the fmallett portion of litcrary fame,

+ MNr. Burke Las greatly canfoled the “ pious votatics™ of ancient order
and privileze, by antonncing the converfion of Neweate into a Baftile,—
The run"h-ncm of lord Gcoroe Gordon has been gcncr:xlly thought too
f-vere, while Mr. and Madame [.a Mottc diftributed volimes with impu-
nity an the fame {ubje&k. Public difapprobation would have enfued, if
I.ord (;:‘orge Lad not been peculiarly uspopular. It was not howcver
imngined, untu! Mro Borke difclefed the fecret, that future informations cx
officio, whore funsiliz - ond privi l:.gcs are concerned, may fcrve the purpofi:
wf Lettres Jde Cachet. '
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Human ingenuity, however devifed means to elude a power
it could not refit. Small fettlements =2t the mouths of rivers
produced mechanics and artifts, who could not be induced to
exert their talents at the command of the King, the Barons, the
Clergy, orin any mode, but by obtairing an cquivalent. Thus
fprung up induftry and trade—mortal eneniics to pri-ilege and ar-
bitrary power.

Finding thefe new gueits convenicnt to the revenue, princes
¢ imprudently” cncouraged them—until general opinion was
diffufed, that ingenuity and induftry fhould not be cxerted by
the people, without obtaining an equivalent.

To favour the progrefs of that opinion, alienations of ficfs
were allowed——lands were thrown into circulation—trade and
commerce were eftablithed—new orders were generated ; and
that fyttem of political wconomy was imagined which produced
numerous innovations in England, [fuch as the Houfe of Com-
mons, the Habcas Corpus act, the Revolution, &c. &e.] and
had fome effets in France, befides forming that Society called
Economifles ; the peculiar obje@s of our author’s abhorrence.

Mr. Burke fays, he cannot diftinétly cuumerate the crimes
and enormities which muft have called down the vengeance of
heaven on the monarchy of France, and which he feems to think
mav affe& that of Engisnd.

It would be “impious’ to imagine that any errors of royalty,
of the nobility or clergy—and thofe facred crders are incapable
of crimes—{hould have effeéis fo oppofite to what our author
affects to know to he the will of ¢ heaven.”

The caufes certenly are—the partial liberty of the prefc—
the 1ntroduion of the ideas of neceflary equivalents for all fer.
vices—and the encouragement of induftry, trade and commerce.

The focicty called Econemiites, in correlpondence wich 1a-
genious men in every ftate of Europe, adopted thofc caufes as
principles—and they contiibuted confiderably to all the late im-
provements in agriculture, and in the ufcful arts; and particu-
larly to the diffufion of and encouragement of the opinion, that
andullry is mtitled to an equivalent from thole who enioy its
effects, and that government fhould treat it as property to be
tancd oalv by the confent of its pofleffors.

This opinion has emancipated frem feodal vaiTulage thofe por-
tions of the people, who enjoy civil or political liberty.  And if
it be examined, only by reafon, it will prove demonftrativel
t:ue, For, if the Baronsand Knights, who received frodal pof-
{cflons, coutributed to the public fervice on coniultation or by
ecoufcat, ¢iory man who emerged from villuinage and exercifid
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his taleuts for an equivalent, became a free citizen, and could not
realonably or jultly be taxed without his confent.

The dificulty of giving that coafent without confufion, pro-
duced various efforts towards reprefentation ; which 1 fhall not
confider at this time. It is fufficient, that mduftry is the parent
of modern liberty, and conftitutes a claim toit, at lealt as indif-
putable as the pofleflion of land, orthe will of a conqueror, or
the bull of a Pope.

As induitry took place of villainage, and every fpecies of fer-
vile dependence upon the king, the nobility and the clergy—
nations urged their claims to be confidered and confulted in all
the important occurrencesof government.

Herc is the foundation of reproach and execration againft the
philofophical and political Economiftes, The people would have
acquired the rights of citizens, and the conftitutional power of
chuling their matters and governors without underitanding or
exerting them—if thefe philofophers had not urged them to their
duties, often with hazard and injury, from the oppreflors and the
opprefled.

Plans for the improvement of agricuiture, and for the direc-
tion of genius and ingenuity into all the ufeful arts, were formed
and promoted by the Economiites throughout Europe ; and the
namcs of all the real benefactors of human nature, in the late
progrefs of civil improvements, are to be found in their focieties
or among their correfpondents. Lut they proceeded in a direc-
tion, oppolite to that of all feodal inftitutions : all their cfforts
were intended to clevate the people, and by deftroying the
enormous inequalities which blended barbarous f{plendor with
loathfome mifery, and the moft unbounded licence with the moift
abject flavery.

But this does not conftitute their principal offence. The Eco-
nomiiles, enthufialts in the contemplation of nature ; and of all
me:, the moit fincere adorers of the ineffable principle which ac-
tuatesit, abhorred the monks, for theirignorance,impuliticus,
acd vices; and mere negligence of a malignant mounk enfures te
imnutation of Athetim.,

If 1t be crue, ihat ¢ nonc by fearching can find out God,”-~
cviry inaa on earth 1s an Atheilt, If difference of opmion con.
cerne g thedetty be a ground  of imputation, the Trinitarian
mafll bean Athatt to the Anan, and the Sociman to both ; the
Mahomctan to the Chritian; the Chriftian to the Jew ;5 the
Jew to tne Hindu ; the Hirdu to the Chinele, &c. &c. for they
do not worthip the fame Gods, aud the duties of medern religie
0. Q0 wot recognise, and ackacvledge each other.
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" Tt isthes o falt—all meon are Atheifts, in the cftimation of
particular fects 2xcept the members of thofe {e€ts ; and they are
Atheils to the reft of the world.

Thi: eccafion of difeord, ill-awill, and latred, is of advantage
only to the priefls qf the innumcrable fei!s tlat divide the evorld.

But vour royai highnefs will admirc the addrefs and oratori-
cl art of our great author, who emp oys the molt odious epi-
thet i all the languages of Lurope to diferedit the principal
authors of the French revolution. Jf he had played on them the
engines that have annoyed the political party in which he 1s em-
barked ; if he had faid of them what the public {trongly aflirm
of all the members of the Excuisn Coavitiox, that all their
plais and meafurcs are directed to their immediate or ramote
advantage : Every movement in the French revolution would
have demontftrated the talichood. No arrangements in the Liflory of
mankind, bave been made wwith views fo difinterefird 2rd fo generous,
All power gradually arifes from the people, and by cletion. The
d’gtrd hold their places for very moderate advantares and for
fhort periods, and are incapacitated for office durmr‘ a conhdc-
rable interval. ‘T'his is, probablv, a meafure of wifcom ; it is
certainly a proof of difintercftednefs and generofity.

But whither am 1 llm}mg’ Have the charms of philofophy
2gain faicinated me § Our 2uthor has pronounced the Econo-
miftes, Atheifts, with the views of a Lrutal boy, who confignsa
dog to deitrution, by calling him mad. But your Royal High-
refs will not wounder at this charge, when you underftand, the
firft meafure fuggefted by thefe votarics of impicty was the fa-
crilegions feizure cf ecclefiattical property.

In England, this 1s a new idea: but in the author’s opinion,
ve are but Semu-Chriflians.  We cnnfider berefices, tithes, &c.
as appropriated to certain nfes, and confirned to 3 certain order
in trut but not in right, and not as propertr.  No doubt i
here entertained, that parhament may regulate, controul, and
correct the abrfes of fuch a truft, and even chiange the ufes of its
fuads, when d=trimental to the public.

A learned prelate, by no means fenfible to the dignity,
tninformed in the n«rhts ef his order, has foheited hh mttro-
poutanto okta'n a ]:m', that would aficét the conflitution, and
dilpole ol the riches of the church.

Pt in t‘w church of Rome, and in the opinion of Mr. Burke,
rufi and 7 ht are confounded.  Whatever may be 1llcdrred on
sho geftination of tvthes 3 whatever frauds and vil'a'nics have
bern practiied to :v.f'mnu! ite ecclefialical riches: Being appro-
prict ¢ to the altary they are faered, and the applization of

Eer to nationsd Loty iorebouy and facilege,

-
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" Your Royal Highnefs fhould alfo be informed, that fome
young men of this School have lately derided the anan Catholic
XCllglOl]—dnd propofed various means of introducing a popular
{yltem of morality.

To jultify the inve&ives of our author, I will produece a creed,
which they attempted to fubftitute for that of St. Athanafius ;
and they withed the Bithop DD’Autun to pronounce it at the
grand feitival of the N ational Federation.

I need not defcribe to your Royal Highnefs the procecdmcrs
of that Federation. The Bithop D’Autun, attended by 2
Lirge body of clergy, performed the fervice called High
Mafs, at the Altar; and wherever a creed was to be mzroduccd
the youthful Economiftes propofed the following.

Bithop D’ Autun (looking at the Clergy.)

No longer a confederation againft the public-—no longer de-
vouring the harvefts and fruits, like the grafshoppers ot Egyps
—we, the minifters of a religion which is truly catholic, confign
our minds and hearts to the glorious obje@s of a fiee conftitu-
tion—--and this we fwear

W believe that God created man to be the fnend not the
cppreflor of man—that he has given him fenﬁblhty, memory and
reafun.

It1s the will of God, that human reafon, roufed by want, and
mfleucted by experienre, thall provide our fultenance, fhall lead
s to cultivate the earth, invent and improve the inftruments of
labour, and perfect all the fciences of real ncceflity.

It is the will of Gad, that by gradually cultivating the fame
reafon, not by fubmitting to the opinions of others, all men
fhould difcover and praétife the focial duties, the means of main-
tainiag order, and the knowledge of the beft legiflation.

This being the whole of the will of God, and implying every
thing neceflary to the formation of a good citizen, we hope the
motives to merit, either in heaven or carth, the rewards of ge-
n:us and adtivity will never more be fought in trifling operati-
ons, praying, faftiag, hair cloth, and felf caltigation, which
have not the merit of leaping, dancing, and walking on the
TGpC.

I'he throne of the Monarch of the Univerfe fhall no more be
furrounded by Saints; enemies to fociety, and the gloomy ad-
verfaries of human happinefs.  We fhall celebrate only the be-
nefactors of mankind, Lycurgus, Solon, Biutus, Sydney ; the
mventors of ufeful arts or of fome pleafure conformable to the
general intereft,
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No moral inftru&@ion fhall have authority in the State, but
fuch as is fan&ioned by the Senate, the real and unequivocal re-
prefentation of the whole people. It is from fuch a body only,
a beaeficen* government can be expefted; perfeQly tolerunt,
not expenfive, offering no ideas of the divinity but fuch as are
grand, {olemo or amiable ; exciting in the human mind the love
of talents and virtuc, and haviog no obje& but the happinefs of
the people.

The magiftrates of the nation, being fucceflively appointed.
and frequently inftruéted by the public will, muft gradually be-
come {agacious and juft, and will be cloathed with temporal and
{piritual powers ; o/l comtradidion between religion, morality, and
patriotifm, will difappear ; all the people, after temporary divi-
fions and differences, will have the fame principles, and the fame
idea of the fcience of morals, in which it is important that all of
them thould be equally inftru@®ed. Amen.

Mr. Burke, on reading a compofition fo unornamented, fo
fimple, referring to objets fo grovelling as morality and the
public good ; and recolletting the myftic fublimity and fuper-
natural language of the divine Athanafius, would throw from
him the Economiftic crced with unutterable fcorn ; and accele-
rate the volubility of his expreflions, in execrating philofuphical
impiety, which would fubfhitute reafon for religion, and diveft
human life of the confolations of myflery and fuperflition.

It is wonderful, therefore, he has taken large draughts of the
fiery {pirit produced by his own infernal alembic—and in the pa-
roxyims of holy fury, applied every infamous and horrible epi-
thet in the Englith language to thofe facrilegious robbers, and
traiterous 1nnovators the Philofophers and Economiftes of
France?

Having exhaufted his ftrength in this dreadful manner——at
the conclufion of the work, he leads the reader, wcaried and
terrified, to confider the ftru&ure of the French Counititution
and the condition of the Freach Finances.

By this artifice he enfures the reader’s difguft, at the deline-
ation of organic arrangements, where tiie author 1s fometimes
miftaken ; fometimes miflreprefents and always animadverts with
unequivocal expreflions of hatred.

The oblervations on the paper morey of the National Affem-
bly are alfo the ebullitions of mere zeal. The fubje@ of money
is as well underftood in France as in England. The mode of if-
fuing the Aflignats is the offspring of necefiity, not o: igno-
rance ; and [ have fome apprehenfions for the reafon of our au-
thor, when his prophecies concerning the future condition of
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France are compared with events that may fuon buift oa his
view.

But let us hope ¢ better” things So wonderful a portion
of the (pirit of prophecy could not have becn given in vain.  If
we may Lave faith * to remove mountains”—Why not to coin-
cide with the pious apoftle of defpotifm, in all his wifhcs and
cxpedtations?

His ¢ matchlefs” eloguence may induce all the powers of
Eurape to unite—to publith a crufade againft Philofophy, Fiee-
think ing. and Dunm ratic Patriotifm—to pour innumerable ar-
mies into the heart of France—to facrifice the majority of the
nation at the furine of the diitied queen ; to reftore the nobility
and clergy to their honovurs and riches; to rehuild the Badlile,
and fill it to the fummit of its towers with Jacobingt and Athe-
ilts ;—and to recover the military, clerical, and ancient govern-
ment of the country.

I have thus endeavored to delineate the gencral purpofe, and
point out the excellencics and beauties of this great work.

My furvey of it has been hafty—my time berag unfortunately
engaced—and infirmities checking my ardour and altivity. [
truft, however, no parts of confiderable importance have been
omitted 3 and that your Royal Highnefs will not be difpleafed
at my humble efforts to fave you fome trouble in examining
them.

The fun has fpots—and the aitronomer mentions them with-
out the imputation of impiety.—Your Royal Highnefs will be-
lizvc I mean not to detraét from the author’s fame, by produ-
cing fome peculiarities of his ftyle and compofition, when I af-
fure you, I think the cloquence, imagery and phrafcol gy of the
work, admirably calculated to diffufe the principles of it among -
the ¢ great vulgar, and the little”—and that no man fince the
Ceath of the “iamortal” Whitheld, could enter into competition
with him in this fpecies of compofition. ’

s

¢+ The Jacobins are Patriots, inclined to conftitutional democracy, and
formed into a club.  The reader fhould bear in mind, that by democracy in
France is mcant the power of clc@ion and controul in the people, net, as
in Greece and Rome, the faculties of a8ual government.  The author con-
fuund« thfe idea-, »nl the Patriatic Club being his averfion, he compares
it to the “ Lordsof Articles’’ who prepared bills for the ancient govern-
mcrt of Scotland.  The Jacobins probably fettle their mode of proceeding
in the National Afflcmbly at their club; But they are “I.ords of Articles’
only as the afflemblics at the Duke of Portland's, at Brookes’s, at Cumber=
land Houfe, or Mrv, Fitzkerbort's, may be called * Lords or Ladics of .
duticks,

K .
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But as your Royal Highnefs is young ; and may not have
much attended to the varieties of Engiih ftyle; and I have had
the prefumption fo aflume the tone of an inftruétor—1I will fubmit
the tollowing paffages, as proofs of the validity of general opinion
and literary fame.

1. Bombatt fubftituted for Philofophy.

Page 63. « This preponderating weight being added to the
force of the body chicane in the Tias Etat, compleated that
momentum cf 15norance, rafhnefs, prefumption, and lult of plun-
der which notlung has heen able to ronift.”

2. Vulgarity to heighten admiration.

Page 71. ¢ It isa thing to be wondered at, to fee.how very
foon France, when fhe had a2 moment to refpire, recovered and
coerged from the longeit and moft dreadful civil war that ever
was known.

3. A daffic paflage, difgraced by its accompaniments.

Page §6. < I have nothing to fay to the clumfy fubtilty of
their political metaphyfics. Lct them be their amufement in the
{chools—* Ila fe judet in aula— Aolus, et claufo vemtorum ccrcere
repmet’—but let them not break prifon to burtt like a Levanter,
to fweep the earth with their hurricane, and to breat up the foun-
ta:ns of the great deep, to overwhelm us.”

4 A paradox, moft convenient when a falfehood is to be
covered, or ignorance conccaled,

Page g1. " The pretended rights of thefe theorifts zre all
extremes; and in proportion as they are metaphyfically true,
they are moralh and politically falfe.”

5. Indchicate allufions, to affift the fale of the work.

Page 23. “I confcfs to you, Sir, I néver hiked this continual
talk of rcfiftance and revalution, or the praétice of making the
extreme medicine of the conftitution its da:ly bread. It ren-
ders the hahit of focicty dangeroufly valetudinary ; it is taking
periodical dofes of mercury fublimate, and fwallowipg down re-
peated provocatives of cantharides to our ove of liberty.

6. Borrowed from @ Taylor; and cxprefled correctly 1n his
manner.

Page 104. *“ We are faid to learn manners at {vcerd-hand
frem your fide of thic water ; and that we drefs our behaviour in
the frippery of France,  If fo, we arc fiiil in the old cut.”

"9
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R 7. The following fhould have been harmonized by Sir Jofbua
cyolds ¢

Page 10R. “ A groupe of regicide and facrilegious fiaughter,
was indeed boldly fketched, but it was only fketched. It un-
happily was left unfinithed in this great hiftory piece of the maf-
facre of innocents.  'What hardy pencil of a great mafter, from
the fchool of the rights of men, will finifh it, 18 to be feen here-
after.”

8. This will offend his countrymen, the common Irifth, who
refent any farcaflic reference to their fellow-creatures.

Page 117. “ Happy if learning, not dcbauched by ambition,
had been fatisfied to continue the inftru@or, and not afpire to be
the fafter! Along with its natural prote@ors and guardians,
learning will be caft into the mire, and trodden down under the
hoofs of a_feinifb mutitude.

9. This aph being deftined for the people, is defign-
edly obfcure, } not unintelligible. The cHugcu has declared
that ignorance is the mother of devotion.

Page 140.“ When the people have emptied themfelves of all
the luit of felfith will, which without religion it 18 utterly im-
pofliblc they ever fhould, when they are confcious that they

exercife : and exercife perhaps in an higher ink of the order of |

dclegation, the power, which to be legitimate muft be accord-
ing to that eternal immutable law, in which will and reafon are
the fame, they will be more careful how they place power in
bafc and incapable hands.”

1c. How beautifuliy this is perplexed ! the works of a pro-
phet always require 2a interpreter.

Page 1 45. Perfuaded that all things ou§ht to be done with
reference, znd referring ail to the point of reference to which
all theuld be direed, they think themfelves bound, not ounly as
individuals in the fanQuary of the heart, or as congregated in

that pericral capacity, to renew the memory of their high ori-

gin and caft.”

11. Naty, without occafion :

Psze 151. “ They are not repelled through a faftidious deli-
cacy, at the ftench of their arrogance and prefumption, from a
mcdiciaal attention to their mental blotches and 1unning fores.”

|
|
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To conftru&t fentences of fcurrilous epithets, the author fecms
to have turned to the words ¢ /Atheit’, Trartor and Robber, in
Johnfon’s ditionary ; and by the conjunciion ¢and’ to have
conne&ed them and all their fynonomues—when a patriot or a
philofopher occurred to his imagination,

The work, on the whole, wunts that lucid order, that air of
demonftration, which real fcience gives to every {pecies of
argument.

The author’s anger throughcut, is not the emotion of a

reat and good mind : it is that of Milton’s fiend contemnplat-
ing the innocence of our firit parents, and the pofuble bappiucis
of their race.

His imagery is incorre&, often diftorted ; and his language
1s rumbling, noify, and inharmonious.

But all myftic produétions fhould have thefle ¢ feeming”
faults, to produce their cife&ts on the multitude, who are always
convinced if fufficiently territied; who are highly ecdificd by
unintelligible enigmas ; and often adore a lequzcious impoltor,
who by foothing their prejudices, invades their rights ; and on
their credulity and mifery crects his fplendid fortune and his
fame,

THE END.



