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THE 

LEA 0 OLONIES, 

ORD ..... - .. - .. ~D. 

1\1y Lord, 

HILE you ,Vere pleas'd to withdraw 
_. yourfelf from the cabinet, and fit in 

flIence behind the curtain, fecurely to en· 
joy the confciol1S pleafllre of guiding the 
political rn~chine,; and giving birth to mea
fnres that you did not chufe publicly to adopt~ 
'Vh~ltcvcr \ve 11light think of your Lordfhip's 
infl uence, or that of your noble country men 
and friends, v;e \vcre not fully at liberty to 
exprcfs our fcntin1cnts upon it. It was ge
ner~llly bclie\'ed that the noble Lord who pre
fides in the Trea[ury, and his kin[man, the 
late American fecretary., \vere not principals 
in devitlng the American war. "rhey held a 
};lngunge, both in public and in private, that 
nlight tend to fecure them froln the charge. 
They \-vere fometinles obferved to un[ay, or 
t'xplain to 110thing, what they had f::lid but 
yefierday ; there \vas fl1eh a vvant of confi
Hence ~l1nong i'on1e of their aaions, there wa'> 

13 .2 fncb 
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[uch a difagreement bet\veen the outward and 
"ifible face of their condlt(~t, and the inward 
111irit, vvhich was confiantly oppofing every 
healing propofition, and dragging the nation 
into the road to war, that we could not doubt 
of a ecrct in uence of a real tninifter, who 

• 

pointed out the path to the ofienfible one, and 
brought him back whenever he chanced to lif
ten to his o\vn opinion, and fiep out of the true 
rOJo; yet \\-hcn \\'C fought for the perfon \vho, 
(1caf to the cries of j uftice, callous to the feelings 
of hl1tnanity, could think of paving the way 
to arbitrary d0111ination, hy fhcdding the blood 
of thollfands, vve durn not f~lY to the firft 
judge in the kingdom, "thou art the man." 
"'rhe tinle, ho\\'ever, is at Iafi: come \vhen fi
lence is no longer nece{[1.ry; perhaps not fafe : 
Vie have croiled the Rubicon, YOllr Lord{hip~s 
prc[ence 111ClY be requifite to ~nin1ate the troops, 
and infpin: thofe Britons ,yith Inartial rage, 
\vho l11ight Hill paufe at fhedding a brother's 
hlooJ. \\Thile the Alnerican difpute WctS COll

ildered, as little l110rc than a quarrel \vith the 
to\vn of BuHon about drownin!J a ew che S 0 , -' -

tea, the n.ition could hardly take the alarnl ; 
they cpuld not fu[pc(1: that a clpital revolution 
,vas ; n~ei1ded, or that the li bert ies oJ the \v hole 

tel, by a atal progre IOn 0 C1"JJJZCS, gl\"e any 

rally believeth all things and hopc.:th all things 
that 



5 
that are beft, efpecially as the buflnefs ftill 
feemed to be condllB:ed by the ordinary mi
nifrers; and furely while nothing more was 

refraaory to\vn, your Lordihip's counfcl \vas 
not requifite ; 

J.Vec deus inter zt ni t dign:us vindice nodus 
lncederit. 

But now that we have fmoggled a nlarch, that 
\ve are paired over the preliminary fieps, and 
are plunged, God knows why, into the very 
bowels of a civil \var; now that a political 
fubjeB: of doubtful enquiry is, by the maH: 
barbarous figure in rhetoric, committed to the 
mouth of a cannon, and from a fingle town 
the fiery argument has extended fo far 3S to 
involve fourteen or fifteen provinces., your 
Lordihip has thought proper to Bep for\vard 
and infonn us that you are for blood. No 
plan of accommodation, no tenns of peace al t~ 
to be held out to the A meric:an~, the {\vord 
is not to be frayed fo tnuch 3S f0r an 1101.11' ; 

~ 

nothing lefs than " abiolute, unconlli:i()n~ll" 
fubmifiJon is to be accepted. \\~ e [hllu!Ll 
not even t31k of peace, for "luuch is to b~ 
done, 3nd little faid". 1'he A.mcric~n'; rnull 
be abfolutely fubdued. The relfdl1 you ha\'e 
been pleafcd to give for this levcre p;-ocLi~ i.'i 
very reluarkablc. '" '7lze ./jmf riCtn:J Lfa nut 1'/:.:~</~) 

lute Indt'pcnd(J?ct' ~))d \\'ill be fcitis.f1cd \v:th no-
1 . 

tf~1r;fY 
-) ..... 



6 
thing lefs.~' As this is the great pillar 011 

"vhich your Lordlliip and your friettds have 
thought fit to lean; as this is the general ar
gUInent by which you have lately agreed to 
jnftify the prefent plan of extirpating the Arne .. 
ricans, or bending thetll beneath the conque. 
ror's yoke, I tha1l take the liberty to examine 
it \\'ith fome attention. That I ~ay do ju
fiice tq your rea[onings on this fubjeCt, and 
through yon to the reafonings of the \1ifible 
miniflry, who, on this occafioh, are certainly 
direaed by that fceret confidential corps which 
you have fern1ed, I {hall collea into aile 

point of view the fum of what YOh have de
li v"ered in defence of the Americari \var, in 
your noted fpeech of N o\'cnlber 13ft on the 
capture bill, and in your late mctnorable 
fpcec h on the I)uke of GL.fton's motion; for 
they tended to the f~nle objeCt, they were 
founded on t ~;r:> ~~~nl~ hypothcfls. 

C onfciol1s I ~l llJ, that in this hUlnb1 e dif
quifitjon, in \vhich 1 appeal to the honeft, the 
virtt:ot.1:i 8nd difintcrtH(d part of this nation, 
I tha1l con1C far {hort of your T Jordihip in 
elegance of Lplguage, clearneis of diftion, and 
fio\\-crs ()f rhetoric; but I {hall, for this reafon 
<llno~~t='; others~ try to diHcr fro In your Lordfhip 
in another p:lrticn1ar of {on1c confequence; I 
1hall d('~ 1 in f:~·~s not in conjetlures. ~rhough 
ever,v thing that is ofTered by your L,()rdfhip 
falls fron1 fa gr~at 3n en1inencc thClt it cannot 
f~il to Inakc its ilnprefEon on the public, yet I 

2 : 1h~11 
• 
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fhall refirain myfelf to the outlines and pri.nci .. 

that I {hall not overlook thofe particular opi
nions which you \"iih the nation lhould LIll-

• 

brCtce, nor thofe interefiingarguments on which 

pudiatld the ,'ery idea of peace. 
" It \vas foretold by Davenant, tb3t \vhcn

" ever the American colonies ihould find 
" themfel Yes of fllfficient firength, they \\'otdd 
" tnd~avonr to furm theJnfelves into a./eparate 
H indep07dent ate; ::Ind this you fay has 
" been the confiant objeCt of the people of 
" l\' e\v England almo1t from their earliefi 
"infancy. At the conclufion of the late \var 

• 

" an idea prevailed, that the Americans {holl ld 
H contribut~ to\vards the public expenee," 
and that the Parlicllnent of England ihould 

tax theln for that purpore without their eon
fent. "I )all not pretend to fl'V lzo7.-v proper 
to' uch a 1Jle,~ ltre n1ight have been, but the 
" fialnp-acl: paffed, and nobody oppofed it. 
" Next year the declaratory aCt \vas alfo 
" pafied without any oppofition. On the 
C;' following year the port-duties were laid 
" while a noble Lord, no\v in oppofitioll 
,c Lord emden prefided on the \VOOlf~lCk, 
" he never [aid a \-vord 3gainfi: them. 'The: 
" Bofion port-bill alfo palied the year before 
" 
" 
" 

" latter 
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cd latt~r \\iCre eql1ally fa. I do not think 
'i America complains of particular injuries fo 
H 111\.1ch as il1e does of the violation of her 
4 .. rights. The congrefs fum up the whole 
" of their grievances in that paffage of the 
" declaratory aCt which afferts the right of 
'" C;reat Britain to make laws to bind thenl 
" in all cafes \vhatfoever. That is the true 
" bone of contention. They pofitivcly de
" 11 Y the right not the mode of exercifing it. 
'" They \vould allo\v the King of Great Bri
'" tain a nominal fovereignty over them, but 
" nothing el c. They would throw off their 
" dependence on the crown of Great Britain 
" but oot on the perron of the King whom 
" they would render a cypher. They would 
" be as Hanover is to Eng1and." To this 
fratc of the controverfy you \vere pleafed to 
~dd, in fa your of hoHilc meafures: "The 
" An1ericans are novv" at \var, they have ill
" vadcd Canada, they are aCting on the of
" fenfi vc; we are not to enquire who was the 
" aggreHor; \vhether \ve are right or wrong, 
" \ve nndl proceed. e are not to dif
" fcrilTI inatc the irlnocent from the guilty, if 
H \VC do not kill them, they \vill kill us." 

Of three: pofitions \vhich your Lordlhip 
h;15 l'nJcavollred to efiabldh, it is hard to dif.
cover \vhllh is beft c;iklliated to promote the 
prefent vic\\rs of adminifiration. If either of 
the111 fhou]d be fully received, it may be cx
peeled ti:2t the l1Jtiol1 ,yili cordially apply 

theit, 
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their fhoulders to the Americnn \var. If 
either of them thou Id be Cluett i()n~d, {()tHe 

Your flrft endeavour I':) tu pcr[uaoc lIS that 

ha\-e ulliforrnly ;lfTrC(~d in their :Jttelnpts to 
C} 

t:.lX tbe AlncricHls e\er iincc th~lt (lllCilioll \V3S 
firfi JIl it :lled. 1 f t lLlt h:Hl indeed bet'n th~ 

( I 

C a C: , \"1 t: h a \' c (' l' r Ll i n 1 y n I) t h in g t () g a in by a 
chan<re (,f tnen, for the 1:t Ole Int'~ Ii) n's \VOldd 

b 

flill he PlIrilH.:J ; alld if there C:1n be no change 
of 111cJfurcs, tbl; l\lnvricans had ben fUOIIlit 
in tilnl', finct: they can never t:xpCI.~ Inure rcu
i()nablc terms. hatcv(;r the truth may be, 
yout" I~ordn1ip h3S certainly heard that the 
Aln('ricans in general vie\v this fllbjct1 in a 
dit1cr(;llt light. They believe th:lt there is a 
Very refpctl:ablc, 3 very l1l11nerOUS body of 
lnel1 in this kil1gdoln, '\vho arc g~neral1y di
ftinguiOled by the nalne of higs, who arc 
friends to civil liberty and perfeclly averfe to 
the idea of taxing thei r brethren ill North 
Anlcrica. rrh~y beJit>\'~, that by fOlne of 
thofe men the fi~lnlp-a(t \\'~h repealed, a Ill!
lll;lnc, pnHltnt, and lllagnaninlolls nlcafufc, 
by \vhich peal_"L \vas reHofeel to the enlpire., 
t hOllf,h t h(~ til/thor;; qf ~t kne\v tht·y null! oe 
ruined ;It court. 

H .!vTe(fFI~ ;,mt domi,!o qllLc pro Ullt oJIl'!ibusar!("s." 

~rhe A nli. ril:ans, intleed, cOlnplCltn of the dc-

for It l'J nu\v InJde, and \vithuut further ex-
C plan~;-
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planation tnay continue to be made, a [oun .. 
d;Jtion for every kind of opprefiJon : but they 
do not believe that the franlers of the declara
tory aCt could ever be charged v'lith the de
fire of taxing thell1 ; fince it ,vas notorious 
that they had introduced that very aCt as a 
kind of [tll vo for the authority of Parliament, 
in order that they Inight be enabled to repeal 
the only la\v by v"hich America \vas taxed. The 
declaratory aCt W3S a [word of Hate~ for orna
Inent rather than for -ufe; it was never to be 
dra\vn for the purpo[e of revenue, nor fi)r any 
other occafion It[., ilnportant than the ['11 v ation 
of the elnpireo In this light the Americans 
vic\\.'cd it fro111 the beginning, for which rea
fon it had not the leaft tendency to check thofe 
ihouts of joy which were heard from every 
province \vhen the fiamp-aa was repealed. If 
,ve are frill at a 10[s to know \vhether all clafies 
of Ine n anlong llS are equally obnoxious to 
the Anlcric3ns, and \vhether they confider 
thetufelves equally aggrieved by all, let ll~ 
hear the late declaration of the congrefs, the 
very piece your Lordihip is pleafed to quote. 
After enUlnerattng the nlany aCts of injufiicc 
and cruelty that have lately been pracrifed 
~gainfi them, they add" frl1itlefs were all the 
" entreaties, argunlents, and e10quence of an 
" illufirious band of the mofi difiinguiihed 
" peers and commoners, ,vhu nobly and ftre
" nuou{ly afierted the juftice of our caufe, to 
" flay or even to mitig:ite the heedl fs fury 
H \vith \vbich thefe accllrnulated and unex-

~" all) pled 
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evidence being thus flated, \\'C {h:dl conti
nue to think that peace Inight be reilored to 
A nlerica by a change of rneafures; for I lin 
certain that the Alnericans believe and h(IPC 
that a change of IDen !hall yet produce fuch 
a chCinge of meafl1res. 'ro th.lt alone they 
frill trufr for the cotnfort ~lnd ~1(1\'ant1ge of 
rClnaining a part of this en11)ire. r[o their 
o\vn valour ~nd to God they no\v truH: for 
the prefcrv::1tion of t hei r 1 i be rt y. 

l'hc fecond pOhtion \vhich your L,ordfhip 
has enJeavoured to efiablifh is, thJt the Atneri
cans do not rviih for peace, they \vould not be 
fatisficd \vith relief froln particular grievances; 
they ain1 at independence, and \votl1d thrc )\v of}' 
their fLlbjecriol1 to the cro\vn of Gre:1t Bri
tain. As this \>ery charge is cir(:uhted throu;.;h 
every part of the kingdoll1 by thofe \vho 

n,\vo111d jufti(v the opprc11c)r by c:1fting::l oarkcr 
£hade on thL opprdied, I ha\'e taken ll1tIC:l 

pains to difCovcr the c\"idcl1cC on which it i~ 
founded; but 3fter all ll1V ref Larches I cannot 

.I 

find any better rcafon fur fuppofing that the 
J-\ll1ericans defire to be independent, than their 
o\vn unifonn declarations that they do not 

'" 
d~fire it. J)(lvcnant, for aught vve knovv-, \vas 
~l very honcft Inan and a good prophet; but pro
phefies are not ufuall y adduced in evidence of 
filets. 'rhe arguments that are brOlloht frotn 

h 

N e\v Engbnd, iecrll to operate aga in H: your 
L,orJfhip's pofition ; for if the troubles that 
a.ppca:-cd in I\la1i~chllfcts in the reign of \Vi 1-
J J<lln an d l\t~rv, pi \' C ~lny ('v idence that inde-

~ . ) 
C 2 pen~ 
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pendence was t.heir ()bj~C}, certJIu1y the ~(~y~!lty 
of thofc n('r~"t !~~ ~lnll tllcir unuilJ,.)ul zeal ill 

L • 

his l\1~1jd1y'.; 1~ r\i ___ ,-" 011 ];1'-('1' c',I';,d;oll';, give 
a 11101"(: t)k.lf1n:" (Ti"kn, (' (J tllcil- I:;":!>'~ to bc-

.") 

long to t~~c -Britifh l :i!t,:!IT. Y (JIll' J _()!'dihip 
is pk;]L,,J to flJPp()l;~' t!';lt the r'\Pl'JILdl1S n()uld 
Ldlo\v the K,i!Jg ,d' (;r(',)t Brit"in :1 110111ill:ll 

f 0 V tTl i p n j t V (\ " . ( T 1l1l'!11 b t n 1}') t : )'; n ~ ) e 1 [{. . \ V c 
cy , ,,"'l 

Hdttef ()U!1ljd'; tiL_it \()Il dr ) !Jut \'.dh to 
• 

1t>e ahfo1ute dc1tJJ~iLJl eHabliihul in ~-tllj i,::rt 
() f J); ;; :''.1 ~lj t it y' s dOl n i n i n 11 S , a 11 d y <: t \ V ear ~ 
at a LAs to c()n~ei\Te ho\v a Briti1h ju2gc 
1houJd gi\'c the 1?4/11C of POWtT and nothing 
ele to \yhat tIlt? )\ll1erj':ans ha\'t' nc\'<..r re-

o 

fll:0~d his ,\'L~jcfi'y. It the pov.'er of Inaking 
PC)I:;: ;-Ind \var, ()f appoillting .their governors 
:lnd jlldg~s, (,f difal10nring or confirllling their 
]avvs and being tbt.:ir final arbitref :In(1 judge., 
js to he c;]kd 7'0 po7.v1r., \\'/: flluuld gl€1dly 
h C (I r \v h ~ 1 t C Li lJ ft i! I 11 L' s full l) () \ \ (' r. I fit 1 h 0 ul d 
C\'Cll be l~id that tile AlntTic;tI1s \vould reduce 
the pOWtT of ~ Ijrlt'1111 Pa r] ianl( nt to 3 n~lIl1C 
: ~ n d n ( ) t 11 i n g {J fc., HT i h () til J it i 11 Jan 1 C n t t h :1 t 

the anthl)f of fuch ~] c}1;lrgc YV.1S not \vel1 111-
fornlcd. J~c-t u\ h('(-lf the- Anleric111s on thi:J 
Ycry fubjcC1, ill tlJ<'ir ]an addicts to th:: people 
('.If Eng-Llnd. ,,' It h:/:.; been CliJ th~~t I,\'C n.:
" .. furc to fubnlit to the: rcHric1ions un ollr 

'~COlnnlcrce. Frorn \yhCllL'e i_-; tbis inference 
" dLl\\'l1? I" ot [ron1 our \\'o{cL; \ve b:1\'c n:
H pCJtcdly decbrt:d tbe <'."iJ1tr;lfj , and \\'e 3gain 
" profds our ftlbrniliioll to the fevcr.ll ads 
" of tr;-;dc al1d na \' i!'.ltl':.Hl lJaf1cd bcfcrc thc veal' o 1 J 

~ " I 7 6 3" All d \ \ C c 11 c ,~ r fu 11 y t. U n k n t tot he 
• 

~(, ()plra~!()14 
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H of [nell 
" lialTICnt C1S {h~dl be refirC1incd to the rqJ,{l
~, lation of cxttrnJI commerce for the pllr
" pore of iecuring the cOlnlnercial <Hh'ant:lges 
~, of the v:hoic cI11pirc to the mother country 
~, and the cOlllTTIercial bene:fih of its n:fpccti\~l: 
" 111t:lnbers, excluding e7H:'J~'\' idea 0 ta:ration 
" intC'rn~l1y or externally for raifing a reve
" 11 tIe on the fll hjects in A n1crica \vithout their 
H conknt." 

\\' hen \VC; fec )11Cn diligent in pointing out 
it:(rt't cn:fl's of puhl ic conlplaints, or labouring 
to plclce thrill to it>lne accollnt \vhich the par
tic3 do not a\'o\v., \V~ ;lre apt to [urpea a \vant 
of candOlIr in the enquirer, or an 3bfence of 
rca I and ob \. i Ull S grie\Tallce in t he pcrfr~ns cOln
pbilling. If the r\ll1cricll1S had gone out of 
the \V3Y to reck for i()1l1e grie\'tllllT, if they 
h ad gone hid ... to re \' i \'c ic.>ll1c :1 ncient clailTI 9 

or JifCll{~ lC)l11C douhtful thcorClll, then indeed 
\ve 111ight have i;lid that the ottcnfJ.ble caufc 
\V~h not the true ()IH..', alld that they iCHlght fer 
fOllH:-thillg \vhich they did not avo\v. No
thing of this lort h~IS happened to the A lncri
call.;_ --{'heir cOlnpL~ints ilnlnediately follo\ved 
the il1juric:-; they b;.ld reC(~i\·<.:d; the injuries 
'VeIT not trifling or il113ginary, they ,vert 
hroi~ ,I nd pal p:lblt:, t hey by in the \Tcr.f road 
<1lld lllll it h~l\'e: been renlo\'ed, elfe the Iniie ... 
r; t b k c () Ion i f1: n 11 Ii t h a v e it U In b 1 c d ~1 11 d fa 11 e n 
ill t u l he \. cry pit 0 f (it: fp 0 t i f i 11 • L if e and p r 0-

pt'lt) \"lTC at the foIl' diii)()i~d of nlen 'who 
kllc\\.· theIn not, v,;hn nere no~ touched bv their . . -
C.ti:111lltlcS; ofnltl1 \\ho w~rc to gain by their 

3 10[" 
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10[s and profper by their adverGty. Do the 
Alnericans feenl ripe for a revolt, merely be
C3U[C they cOlnplClin of fuch a grievance? or 
does it foll O\l\.r th;:Jt a n1a n is not to be pacified 
by atl:s of j ufiice, mere} y b: caufe he refifts aCts 
of violence and opprdIicn. So far have the 
J\nlericans been fro 111 conlplaining without 
ca ufe., that \ve have long :1cin) i rcd their patience 
in fuffering, tbeir fieady perfe\'erance and 1110-

deration in cOlnplaining. 1 do not indeed fay 
that tbe ;\nH:ricans have fllffcred in proporti f "ll1 

to the bitternef<; of the draught t:)at has been 
prepared for them: I cannot dt>ny that the 
p'uardian anO'cl of that country fecr:1s to ha'\'e 
.~ tJ -

been prc[ent in the Britifh councils, \\'hile the 
delnOl"l of difcord \V~S dealing out her potions 
\,·ith all unrelenting hand. She b8S dillltFt1. 
the poiful1 and t;H'ed her cOl1ntry. ()ur f ,It(:[-

111en have 1 i Hencd to the conoci 1 of t' hIt ho
phd; they h;1ve added cruelty to Or~-!l"('Hlon, 
~1nd infult to injury; they have folio\\'l.d nne 
.12 of t vran n y by (1 notl1tr, \yith ft Il h haH.v - _. 
itep::;, that they hJve tl\-ed where thLY I11t'<{l1t 

tq d<:i1 roy; they h ave rouzeJ tlle n10 H torpid 
~ -

}\lnerican, t hey have infonned the ITIoft [cru-
ptl1()tl~ c:1fllifL 

It bein~,)" once more determined, in 3n evil 
("') 

hour, to t<:IX the A Inericans., though the ftanlp-
~d had been rcpe:l1td, ;1nd they being rtfoh-ecl 
jn the mofi peaceable nianner to eluue the force 
of {nch a tax, by n:)t coni\'llning 3ny article 
on \vhich it \vas laid, the nle1fllre for fOlne 
time fe~'nled to be defeated; but it \,vas a f3.
vouri te lnt:3fu!'e. A nt:\V la\v \vas frained, by -

\vhi(h 



I 5 
which the u[ual channel of C0f11merCe ,vas al
tered, in order that you might enfnare the 

\vho had been th\varted and provoked for fome 
years, \vere not yery tractable. The new mea
fures produced a riot in 13ofion, ~nd forne 

of enquiring into the matter, or dunanding ju
fiice in the ufllal forn1; that jui1icc \vhich had ne
ver been refuied on former oCC~!iOIlS, the ,:vhole 
tc\\ln of BoHon, unheard ~nd untried, \vas inl
med iatel y condenlned to fuffer th~,t kind of 

~ 

extreme, inadequate puniihlnent \vhit:h [,vours 
of revenge rather than correCliqn, ,vhich re
fembles the bitterne[s of ~H1 enelnv r3ther than -
the fro\vns of a p:lrcnt. 'The Iniichitf did not 
flop therl: an ir.J j gen t, [l"d it io liS governor held 
laboured for faIlle years to (."~lin the fa vOllr of 

~ ~J 

his fuperiors, by contri\in~~' lJlikbicf to hi~ 
native country, ~nd though h~ \\";h tktc:c+td 
in his [cherne:>, th()lI~-,b it \\-_~." ~ ... l1c\\·n th;lt he , -' 
had been di1:-t\JpoinleJ and (o\!l"L'd, th:!t he 
hated his COU;1~rVJnCn and \.\'~l..) Ii1U~l.i~11\" b~itcd 

~ ~ 

by theIn, yet his counfd \\";(5 ::h}~)?t~d ; to hin1 
did you gi\-e an :i:.tent"l\ C ear, ~h \vhiloll1 our 
unhappy granJJ 171e j dtcl1ul to th:~ other cnun \-" 
of OUf fpcci:-s. ' fhc chJ.rt( r of ~1::dE1Chufl"~-> 
\vas changed v;;jrh[)ut ntCcfGl.V, \.\ ithout pro-

• ! ) 1 ~ vocatlon. I;V tn:lt fln~ ;(. 1; n/k~ C,;c:rv ether 
. • ') ..I 

Pro\'incc \VClS InCJrnlCc ~h;it l:()t!lin'T \'/:lS IJcred n 

their calamities, l~)T an Z1..:.t \VZlS Yd.::J \vbich 
Illay be entitled, a~ aEl to el1l."()lJr;l'~e ,t ;.~ tr.~1ble 
foldiers, cu HOITI - h 0 uie officer.;. a~~1"d. ti ... \., w c1.i ~ e rs 

t,..) 
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to mnrder his MajeUy's fubj<~as in Amerlc~4 
by do I mention particulars? They are frcfh 

in yout Lordlhip's tnemory ; but you [cern to 
have difcovered no feverity nor injufiice in 
them. You do not think they gave rife to 
the prefent war. You are pleafed to fnppoft: 
that an abfiraB: theorem, a general decbration, 
h:1S gi\'en more offence to the Americans than 
all the jnjuries they have received. ~lay I en
treat your L,ordfhip to review this fubje€t 
\vithont p8rtiality, and judge with cantlor, fo 
lllay you expeCt tncrcy, \vhen you al[o {hall 
be judged. Have the Americans no folid c-tllie 
of complaint? Have they not fuffered lllany 
fevere inj llries, 3nd been forced to groan under 
the hand of oppreffion ? ere not thefe inju
ries ctnd that oppreffion the imtllCdiate and true 
eaufe of their dra\ving the [\vord ? \Vhen \Vc 

hear the pcnfioners and runners of court, the 
COmlTIOn ol1kers of civil difcord inevery coffee
houfe and public ailcmbl y, dC:11ing out the Hale 
ch8rge of nl~lice prepenfc ~lgainft the Anleri
ricans, boldly affiruling that they have long 
been aiming at a flate of independence., ano th;lt 

a rebellious difpofition gave rife to the prtfcnt 
C01TIlnotions; though the fiory is founded on 
fiB-ion, though it ,,,as invented for the pur
pore of deceiving and exafperating a generous 
people that they Inay take p3rt in tbt quarrel 
~lnd beCOll1e partakers in the b100d of their 
L)rethren. \IV hen \ve hear the cal umny retailed 
by {nch people ,\vc arc not furprized., for by th:s 
:H-cry they ha\"c th::ir bread; but \vhen your 
Lordfhip condeL:ends to tr~l\-d nC8r the flllle 

ground, 
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ground, and to quote Davenant at) a proof that 
fomebody has [aid the Americans \vould here
after ftri ve to be independent; or to quote the 
declaration of the Americans then1fel ves, as a 
proof that they alk for nothing more or lef::; 
than a flate of independence, we are in pain 
for the Majefiy of Truth. In a little time we 
!hall not wonder if it is comtTIonly affinned 
that the Americans, from their innate love of 
defpotifm have been contriving a revolution in 
favour of an exiled falllily; \ve ihould not 
even be furprifed if every recruitiflg officer \vas 
taught to u[e this argument as the Inofi likely 
nleans of roufing the Englifh nation; as for 
our brethren in the north, their loyalty, at pre
fent, does not {cetn to need any {pur. IIo\v
ever th is Ina y be, I In uit bcfpcak your I ... ord
{hip~s patience a fe\v 11linutes, ,,,,hile I ~tn a lit
tle U10re particular ill ('()nndcrjJl~ the i()uIH.1a
tion of that general charlTe \vhich yOU h:H'e n oJ 

becn pleaf(·J to bring. \;VhatC\'tT <lny \vri-
tcr:) have fuppokd 1lli~ht ilapp~:n to AlnCril..':l, 
bv abfen-ino' \Vh£lt 11,1) h<lj)')('Ill:J to ~111 other 

~ ~ f 

nation;, vet I C~ n {d~ I v a:fi r111, th at w hoc\cl' 
J .' 

\vas beft :lcqu~inttJ \vith the colonifts hao leaH: 
real()n to believe that tbey \\'tre lookin~ to
\vards a ftate of independence. 1\5 111elnbers 
of the Eritifh elnpin:, they ha\'e enjoyed, till 
the beginning of the prt:lCIlt contrU\Triy, a 
fc\v irnpoliric and t:npro{it:lbk rdrricllun; ex
cepted as n111ch libelty :h '1V~I"; L()!)1iacnl \\'ith 
ci\'il gO\'~rn1ncr~t, or ~::- 111tllh ,~:) they cou1d 
poiIibly expc,,-l undl.T a 11. \V fc'rlll. 'I'hey \Vt'jT 

1) continl1ance • 
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tontinuance. They efteemed Great Britain 
3.'5 a parent, they toyed her with more than 
filial affctlion; they loved every thing that was 
Britifh; they \vere to a man zealoufly attached 
to his 1\;1 ajefi y, if \,'e except a fc\v i ndivi
duals \vho migr~tcd to that country ill the 
yeJr forty-five. \Vhat could tempt fuch peo
ple to becolne independent? e have gene
r~ll1y fllppnfed that it is lTIOre fafe, as well as 
ll)Ore honourable to be a melnber of a great 
el11pirt than of a fn1all one; not that I be
l ieve the A lnericans, as a {ep:lrate frate, have 
aught to fe"r fro1'n any of the 1110ft formida
ble nations in Europe; but no nlan would 
fiand ~l1one in a fevere conteit, \vho might 
h3ve a povverful fupport; and to my certain 
kno\vledgc the A mericans have vainly flatter
ed tl1cn1felvcs \vith perpetual peace, apprehend
ing that by thci r aH1H:ance Grelt Britain would 
:toon beCOIl1C: rueh a dangerous adverfary, thClt 
no foreign n~ltt.: 111ight provokc her \vith fafcty. 
]n this lnanner I -ihonld have fuppofed the 
A Iner:C:ln·) yvollld rC3fon, and in this manner 1 
knc)\v thc~y ~',cl1eral1'y h:lve reafoncd c011cerning 
thttrccnnect'!o!l \v:th C;n.'clt Britain ~ bllt left 
1 ihould be eh {lrgcd \v ith p:l rt: <11 j 11 d g-~nent or 
de~dil1g in ulnjettur~s, let us llcar the general 
voice ()f ,t\lllericl. I tilall not troubl~ your -
] .oIorJfhip by repeating their l111nl~'rOlJ:; declara ... 
tions on t hi.:; fu bjecl, {rOln 1 he be gill n i 11 g of the 
controvcrfv; I ihall confine rnvidf to their 

~ .I 

l:ltefi publications, [nch as h3\'C becn 111ade 
fince the defiruBion of the pea[lllts at LJe;.,in
ton; finte General Gage bt'gan to waite and 

depo-



\ve cannot fuppofe they haye tlfed flattering 
terms, nor profefied more than they intended. 

The congre(-.;, in their petition to the King, 
after declaring their attachment to his perfon 
and fatniI y, proceed thus, " ConneCted \vith 
H Great Britain by the 11 rong~fi ties that can 
" tillite focicties, and deploring every event 
" that tends in any degree to \\'c:akcn them~ \\'e 
" folelnnly afillre your Majefty, that \ve noton
" Iy 1110fi ardently dcfire the fortner h:lrn1nl1Y 
" bct ,vcen her and thde colonies n1a y be reaor-

o 

" cd, but that a concord may be efiablifhed be-
,. t ,veen theIn, 11 POI1 [0 finn a bafis, as to per
" pttllate its blcHings uninterrupted by any 
" future di11cntions." In their addrefs to the 
jnhabitants ot C;reat Britain the! [lY, "(;i,oc 
" lIS lca\'c In on folC'lnnly to af1tlre you, that 
,~ \\'C have not yet Ion fight of the objeCl: 'U'e 

" htl'1:e e'1.'('r htId in 'vie'w, a reconciliation \vith 
" you on c()nfiitll~i()n:11 principles, 8nd a refto
,,' ration of tlut friendly intercollrfc v\:hich, to 

-
, , the 3 d \' ant a g-C 0 f bot h , \V e t i 11 1 ate 1 yIn a i n-
"taineo. n Ifit (hould be 1:1id, that the con
grds has not deliyered the true Illotives of it') 

( >'\,11 conduct, nor the feni~ of its con fi i tUt'l1 ts, 
\\iC are furniihed \vith copious c\'idencc to the 

have lately been convencd on public occafions 
in n1nit of the province:-i. I fhould not troll-

lIon ctl1)' thing that lLlS been advanced by nlcn 

\",ho [ro1l1 their profdl1on arc not fllppofcd to 
ht: \\cll ,;eried in politil's, but \ve ha\c {cen a 

D 2. ihort 
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i11crt exhort~tion, publiilied on nne hdl:, 3t 
1\: C\V \-r c rk, bv a con vcntion of n10re than a 

.' 

Lundred c1c~·g\·, fnHl1 [C\TIl or eir-ht different 
(- . ( ) 

r!"()'.ll1C['C:'t \ybich cont:.1ins an obien'ation f() 
rn:1:HL; bJc~ tlwt it defcr\'cs C\'en your I,ord-

" 

{1~ip's 8~1t'I1ti()l1. "It gi\'cs llS," f:1)' they, 
" the grc1tcfi p1cafurc to i2Y rom our own 
" (,'rt,,"in lJlo,:';..'!c;:i~:re of all be1()ngin~ to our 
" C)lnnnlni(JI1. 81ld frol11 the ben 111Cll1S of in-
, • 

.."') 

" Il0111in<1tions in this country, that the pre-
" Lnt oppoftiull to the Il~CJ[ures of ~dlnini
" firaticn del's not in the le3fi ~!"ife [ro111 a dif
" a!K{tion to tlH~ :King, or Ll dc Ire ~ , cfara
" 1,:)J2. i'O;it the parent ate." So far arc tbe 
Alncric~ns froll1 \\'ifhing to bCl0111C indepen
(lent., that [n111c of the n10fi zealous provincc~, 
fcaring ltft a tenlpor~ry con[~deracy, though 
~~d(1::tcd for the [ole purpofe of ckfcIlCC, ihould 
iljl~~llv tcr:"ninatc in a :f(~par(1ti()n fn'll1 the pa
rcH (tate, h~l\"e exprefsly inHrutlcJ their dde'
g:1 te:.; to l~c Cl u: j 0 U -: i 11 adoptin ~T an v lne3fl1res 
~ .) ~ 

of that kipd. rT'bc pL1n of:l propo[cd confe-
(kr.:cv \\'hich ',vas to 13ft for t\VO yClr~, or till 

~ ~ 

the F!"i- \'~~ l~ces \\"(TC rC111(J\'ul \\'~I') laid before 
< .' 

t1~c pn)\"il;ci~11 C(,ll:!:rcfs h( .,(: ;it IIillfl)orollgh, 
1·'l"(I·"t1, (~<'1.,)1;1"1 'Ii1t ,,' "t'fl. 1--5· \vhen 

• .;..", '. ,''-'< 'I •• " ~ 11, ,,1, II ' 

:l;tcr In::tt:l"e CUll{l(~cr:ltin: ,. :IL' (ongrds in conl-
111ittcc Cl~nc to the follr ,1!Jt~ fL'!olutioll. 

" l'h~lt the C(111a~itL/ h~l\l' Ltkcn into C011-

" fl~cr~ticn the t)bn ()[ general c(}nfcdcratiot1 
" b.' t\ ...... (' C n t 1: e 1 ~ nit c J C(I I () ; 1 i c s, and ;1 r c () fop i -
" niol1 tl,at the faITIe js Hot at prcfcnt e1rgible ; 
" ;lnd it is :11[0 the opinion of this cOlTIJllittee, 

'" that 
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" th€lt the L~clcQ"ates of this pro\rince ollrrht t() 
L~ t) 

" be infirtlcted, not to confent to ;lny phil of 
" confedcrat i on \\' h i L' h In;') y be otlcrcd 1n :l n 
" cnfllingcongrL'fs, until the tune {hdl be laid 
" lwfore :'11<1 appro\"ed by the pro\'illcial C(il1-

"f;rc[s. ~r h~t t hc p rdell t a if;)l' i~! t ion ou gh t 
" to be rt 1 i ~d Oil for bri ng"lll g- abou t :1 n'C,)ll

" ciliation \\'ith the p:ll'Cnt fiate, and a further 
" confnkr;lcy ought only to be adopttd in 
" cale ~( t/;{' /(!/lncI'C !llv." l'he conllnittce 
oft he :d i ~. ) 11 h I v (\ f P t' nt'v I \' J. il i; Iii tt i 11 P' J t Phi -

-' -' (--, 

I :l (lc I 11 h i a s) t h N ()\' . I 7 7 ~ :1 p p r ) i n ted top r e-
p:lre ~Ind IJrinp; ill a draught of inilru(tions for 
the (kll'gJ.ics of th~t provincc in con?;re[." re
pl)rtcd ;1n cf1JY for that rurpof~., \vhich being 
rc.:aJ and confidered, \vas agreed to by the 
h 0 1I [c , ~l 11 J is as f()] I 0 \ V s, viz _ 

" (;cllt1cll1cn , 
" 'The truH repo{~'d in you is of fuch a na

" turc, and the rnode~ of Lxccl1ting it rnay b~ 
" {l) di\',,:rL{lt'Q in the courk of vour ddibera--
" tioI1s th:lt it i.; k;ircdy pofiihle to give you 
" p~lrtil.:llhr inftruc1ioJ1-j reii)L'l:ting it. vVe 
" thcreC'orc in g"cneral direct that you, or anv 

< ." 

" four of you, Incet in congn.J,; t lIe d:~lcg(\tL's of 
, , the it: \ T e i- ; d C i) ] () n i c.; no., v ; 111c' I , : ~) 1 c d i 11 t hi:; cit v , 

-" 1 ,- 1 ~, , ane ~ll~y ! III ,1 LL'tl'/):l~(':; :1 ... llLlV PL'C~ III c"n-
, , 0 -r- ( -f..:. t 11 " 1 \ I ... I- \- ,- 1- t 1) '1 I- \' ( , , J '() J'" f' , 't t- (-...... , ,1 ~ '-- ....... \. l (l l, ., . \ y' J t \ t l I J () I C·-, ' . ~') 

, , the r () 11 1 l ~ e ~-) r l'i ~ 1 -,: ~-' r it; L ,d : 1 n J ;l ian ~ 1111 ~ {i ate 
_' t 1 

" of ~")llbi<' ~;lL~ir:-;, ttut VO!1 IllClV cx\~rt \'Ollr - .....-

" lItl110lt '. r;';l:)\()',q"~ t{) ;lL"["<:C UPOll ~II1J rc-, ) . 
1 I" 

" conlr~1<' ;~(, Il:l11 J:1C:;!UJ'c') :h VOll fh:dl jlldnc 
" 

d 
.. - J I.' 

" reis ot i\ 1::~:':Cll1 ~rriL'\~dH_:CS, and refi,)rinn-
l' b 

" that 
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" th~t union and harmony between Great 
• 

" Britain and the colonies, fo efiential to the 
" ,vel fare and happinefs of both countries. 

" Thong h the oppreffi ve meafl1res of the 
" Bl itiili PC1r1imnent and adminifiration have 
'" compelled us to refill their violence by force 
" of anTIS, yet we. riElly enjoin you, that you, in. 
" beha! o' this colony, di t"nt rom, and utterly 
" r~iefl cn~v propo Zti071S, Jhould liCit be made, 
" tllat may cau t? to lead to a, eparatio1Z rom our 
" mother counfr.y, or a ch~nge of the fi)rm of 
" tbis governrnent. You are direCted to make 
" report of your proceedings to this Houfe." 

Such are the proof5 y\Te have received can .. 
cerning the object of difpute in North Ame
rica; to adduce more evidence on this fubject 
,vould he yain ta utology: he that can fet his 
face ag3inft fuch declarations, and continue to 
fay that the Anlericans have engaged in the 
prefent difpute through the defire of becoming 
independent, muft have {hut his eyes againH: 
conviction, and hardened hirnfelf in the prac
tice of. aying t!zings which are not. Your 
Lordlhip has difcovered, and no common ge-
11 illS cou ld h:;l ve d ifcovered from the above 
infi ruCtions, that the Penfy Ivanians willi to 
becolne independent. 

Hitherto \ve ha ve only had occafion to COIn

plain that your Lordfhip has attelnpted to hurt 
the Alnericans by blackening their reputation, 
and charging thenl \vith crimes of which they 
are not gllitly. )T (Jur third pofition goes far
ther; you are not fatisfied with painting thetu 
in dark colours, in order to fink them in the 

efteem 
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efieem of the moflvirtuous, and hitherto the 

lc)\v them to the grave,. \Vithout evidence, 
and contrary to the cleareft ev iJence, you are 

then proceed to their execution. " 'rhe A me
" rIcans," you fay, " ha\~e in vaded Canada, 
" they are aCting on the offenfi ve; we are not 
" 
" proceed: jf we do not kill them, they will 
" kill us." On this occafion we can hardly 
fay which is the moll confpicuous, your Lord
lhip's humanity, or your clofe attachment to 
the hiHory of f~las; the Americans are acting 
on the offenfive, if \ve do not kill thetn they 
will ki II us: this is curious and perfeal y new. 
On \vhat principal does your l~ord{hip fuppofe 
\ve can ::ldopt thi::> {tory, \vhile \ve rctain a fpark 
of conlmon fenL? lla \-c \ve not fe~n a lTI3L) 

.L 

of that coun try? II a ve \ve not rC3d the hifiory 
of the prefent \V~lr. y' our violence comlllcnced 
by !hutting up the port of Bofton ; a fleet and 
anny \vere fent to intinlidate and diftrefs the 
inhabitan ts, till, by the pure dintof cOlnp111fion, 
like beaHs and not like 111tn, they fhould gi ve 
wh:1t they \vcre not fuHlTed to refufc. l'hcy 

-' 

feelned to wince under tbt: yoke; you then cut 
otf their fifhery, :Jnd left arvat ion-{houlcl nlake -
then) nlore refra~t orv, 'lUll Lnt lTIOrC troops • 

./ -' 

All A.nlcrica bad been c:olnplaining, thcrefore 
it \vas nJ()h"cd that (111 A.nltrica fhould be re
duced to 3. perfect fi~te of {1J\"ery. rrheir char
ters \vere to be etbo1ifhed, ~nd the v \vere to be ., 



, 
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The colonies \vcre to be ~ttacked by [(:'8 311& 
~ 

land; fh i P" of vv~]r, regu 13 r troops, and fl~nTc5 
,vere to defirn y tht 111 on the f<:;1 C()~n-, \\' hi Ie 
the Canadi3ns :;Inc1 [a\~ages \vere to al1ail them 
,vith fire and i\vord froln the \-vi Idernds. N e
ver \vas any devoted people vifiteo, or like to 
be vii] ted, by fuch a grou p of ca hun i tic s, lin til 
crue1ty became honotlrahk, until tyranny \\'as 
dig-cited into a regnl:lr fyfleln. Does any Ini
n i fi e r 0 r min i fi e ria 1 n1 ~l n den y the c h a r ge ? 
1)oes he difpute any part of this plan? l~et 
llinl rc\"ie\v gC"llcLli (~3rlcton'~ Ina COlJ11niifi(}11 ; 
your I .ordihi p has al rC:ld y fetn it once too of
ten. lior ,\'hat ptlrpof~ \V;lS he ;ltlthnri zeJ to 
arm the Canadians, 3nd thCill to marcil into 
any other of the plaJI'l-cltio77S, :lnd hi') l\1c~J,nv'~ 
rebellious fuhictts there to ~llt(,ck, ;1l1.J, ;'V 

, -
(lod's /zell' them to tifj; at {!lut p:1f to dc,;//'. 

For \\1 11 a t p 1I r p 0 {c did (; II y () h 11 f~)}l del i \' (T 

hbck belts to ~1l1 the IJlJian trihi.',) in hj~ Ji/:" 
tritJ., and pcrfuadc th<:IlI to lift lip the }Lltchl't 
2gciinfi the \vhj~(' pt.>opk in the c()lonics? 'fhc 
congrefs is poiL 1Ld uf thole very \V0r belt s ; 
they h::1\'c :-1 copy of gO\'lTJ10r Carleton's COlll

nliHlon : they h~L \-C l()l1~r (:I1CC tll'cn no11dEd of 
-' .-, 1 

the \v h 01 c pIa n. \\' h'! t l( Jl d J t; 1t~ ,v d () ill t his 
drc~dflll Ji1cn11l1a? 'rhev H)i.lft- either (klj\'tT 

-
thCll1{clvcs up to p;l~IH . .' :,1 ~_ .. :;rn:-:;~·c, or try to 
;-t\"trt the il11ncn~lin~)" iirokc: 1hc hl:cr \\";1:; 

1 ( ) 

Inun dciiLtbk; but t;()'\v \V:h it to b: (:r,lh~? 
C'tn>iinlv not hv clt1il1/T 1:11 tlw d.·fcldl\ c .. in tJ:~~ 

,.J .... () 

I 1{1 . Jd 1 I' " . ... , .. '~J~'" '-()lJl' ()"( 1)') l'("ll ,rl\'C .""", 1 .,_.I,.~,~ 1//.,111,,_, r' - J. " ~ •• 'JLL ".\" •. 1""1.,, 
~ . . 

by H: 1 11 din g \ \" i L 11 t h <: i r ILl n ~l-; i 11 l he'! r b 0 ~ ( J! ~ ~ ; 

llUl b\' \\'J'ltiJl~r till the C;lnacLans Iud jll\'t~\ui 
~ .~ 

, " 
",I"l"'\: .... ~ ! U'" ., , 

~ 



• 

- ... 
25 J 

tiers, and deftroyed eight or ten thoufand wo
lnen and children! that would have been aCt-

dian war to be a verted by fue h mC::lns? Is a 
frontier of 1200 nliles to be conftantly guarded 
by a line of troops? It is not poHlble! ~rhe con
grefs had more fenfe than to attempt it. The 
fword of governor Carleton was pointed at 
their hofom; they endeavoured to rl1{h in and 
difarm him. By that expedition, their hope 
'vas, that they fhould proteCt their frontiers 
againfi the inroads of the fa vages, by taking 
poffeffion of the great avenues into their coun
try; that they fhou 1d take the fiores alfo ,vhich 
are nece1I.lry to ~ln Indian \V3r, and thus gain 
the friendfhip ofthc Indians. Surely thefe \vere 
meafl1res \vhich arofe [roIn the yery idea of fdf
defence; they \vcre Inc:afures th:1t pure l1ccef
fity had forcul llpOI1 the congt'eis: for that 
rea1(Hl they were not ~doptccl t ill it \vas too 
late in the fC3fc)n; thc.v \vcrc aflen\,~1rds pur
fLIed \vith th2t fpccies of ~rJ()llr \vhich Lldoln 
arifes hut in a Hate (Jf dci!)~Lltion. 

It fcems to be a 111attcr or no con{Cqucncc, in 
your Lordihip's opinion, \\'bo \vas the aggrdTor 
at the beginninp-; of this <.ldpl1tc, " \Vc are in 
" blood Hep'd til {.) flr, \\lC 11lt1ft goon"-
( 'I / '" 1 I OJ I' / " Y zm e s 'tve !,'l!. t:u'7Jl /,:!'\! WI,J /"t!" 1!;'. ou 
have nf)t been ulCd to re;!l(JIl thus in Glfc:s of lefs 
illlportance. ~llpp()l{' a hi~~11\v:lvn1(ln (houlJ 

C\ nne d, Y () 11 fh [) I d cl r e fu iC t /) d d i v e r, ish e Po 0 t 

at liLertv tu \.:u!dic\r ',\ 11l':i1cr he h:ts ~t c1e~r 
~ 

1;1 . I f!g 1 t 
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rir,ht to your calli, much lcfs to your life alfo? 
vVould it not be kind in him to put about 
11 is horfe and ride ofr? ThClt \vould be contra
ry to your L.ordfhip's plan; he {hould kill 
YOll, left, \vhile he flayed to inforce his de
lTIand, you l11ight chance to kill hin). The 
cafes are pcfeEtly filnilar; you have attempted 
to tax tbe Anlericans; they fay you have no 
right to dC1118nc1 their lnoney. Your demand 
is fol1()\Vtd by threats, it is aggravated by re
peated injuries. TheA 111erican dra\vs his f word, 
he \vould die rather than fubll1it to the dan
gerolls clailn. \Vh;)t is to be done? Shall \VC 
enquire \vho was firft in the \~/rong? Had \VC 

a clear right to tax the An1ericans? Had they 
loft or forfeitcd their ancient priv ilege of taxing 
thC111feh'es? Is on}" clailTI focnded on the na
tural rights of n1ankind? I~ it fupported by 
llLge? 'rhc eife is difputed ; it 111:1y be doubt
ful. 1-18d \ve not beH \v i thd ra \V Oll r troops; 
by \\,11ich 111C(lnS \Ve i11111l prcfcryc the COln

J!1crce 3nd fubjeclion of Anlcrica, \\.'C 111311 [ave 
thollf~lnds fronl death, ~1nd nlillions fron1 ruin. 
,or our Lorcllhii) f:1YS, ~ (): \YC h~n-c bCglil1 the 
di{putc, ;l1U.1 juft or unjufl, \\'C ~1rC hound to 
r c rll.- \' ere. \ \. . c b 8 "L: ere 11 c cl t 11 c H 11 b i cr 111 ; 1 ~ t 
lIS I1()\\' cruL the Reel SC(J ; let us \\'ade in blond. 
In (til'-!; a L"':lldl'~ Illy Lord, ~lnd \vith rll~~h prin
e i pIes, .y () U rn a y t a k e the f i cl L1 ;) g (J i n it i h t: A 111 c
ricll1 s, but he~1\'en \\' ill not b(: 11 l. luLcfCcl J1l1011 g 
V 0 II r <111 i c S. 
-' 

,:.y lthout pl.1rfuing the difagr(:u!blc t~dk of 
1113king further rernarks on your l~()rdfh;p's 
argull1enb, 1 ~m to beg your attention \vbilc 

I take 
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I take a !hort view of \vhat has already been 
effeaed by the American controver[y, and 
hazard a few conjeCl:ures concerning its pro
gre{s ; they !hall be eonjeEtures founded on 
fC)lne information 'v h ich J prefume you have 
not received. After all the eviLknee that has 
been adduced on this fubjeEt, I rlnl certainly 
juHified ill raying, that your repeated endea
\-ours to tax the Alnericans \vithollt their COll

rent, h~ls been the {ole cau[e of the prelen t H·ar. 
To repd 1 that tax :lnd t he cruel nlLc1l1S of en
forcing it, they ha \'e taken up arnlS. Y ou f~ y 
the tax was trifling, too (lnaIl a caufe to pro
duce fuch great effects you never intended 
to oppre{s the A 111ericans you expeEteJ no 
great fllpplic~ from thein YOUf chit:f objeCt 
'vas to efiablifh the authority of Parliament. 
The A nlericills hJye no confidence in [ueh 
dec1a ration s ; if the tax \vas too {lnall for them 
to refifi, it \V;IS Cllfo too ftnall for you to clailn 
at [0 great an eXptIH.e; the nlore zealous you 
ha\'e been in profecuting th~lt meafure, the 
nlore cogent \-vas the proof that your iIl1all 
tax \voulJ f0011 beconle a grievous bLlrJen. It 
'vas not to be fuppofed th~1t fur a ll1erc hubhie, 
for the n~tne of po\ver \\·h:ch Y011 h:ld no in
tention to exerciie, yOU ihould pcrit:vt.rc, year 
after year, to hZlrraf;; your fdlo\v illh}_:\ts ~lt tht: 
expence of Illiilions, 10[s of n1uch trade and h:l
zard of the enlpire. Let us fpeak it out. rl'he 
A Incricans {;IY there i" {uch an Op?OlltiOll bl'
t\\'t'en \lour \vords and ac.t:ons that YOll are 

~ -
not to be trufied; they ha ve experienced fueh 
a \\ ~11Jt of GllHJur ~nd \vant of hUillanity in 

E z the 
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the whole of vr11r conduct, thClt they would 

J -

bra v the c:ll arn i tics of a ci \' i 1 \:<.' :if., :1nd every 
other danger, r£1ther than p~lt thvmfclves, in the 
po\ver of fllCh tnen. Of your want of cnndor 
and ,vant of [;1it h the A nlericans relate 111anv 

• 

inftances, I {hall repeat tn'O or three of thenl. 
\Vhen the inhahit3nts of 1-3011 on ,"ere threatned 
,vith fltl1ine Juring the bil fUl111ner., General 
G :?;e proI11ifcd that he \votdd gi \'e thenl per
tn'lfTion to leave the to\vn, \vith all their goods 
and effects, if they \\Tould confent to difarm ; 
they accepted the ternl". and delivered their 
arnlS in to the General's poficHl0n; his fe~rs 
\-vere then at an <:nd, and he thought no lon
ger of keeping h is prom i[e; a fe\v of the inha
bitants only \vere fuffered to ren10ve \\Tith theirr 
effects, to [;.l\T appearances; a fe\v more \vere 
next pennitted to retnove \vithout their efieus ; 
tbe rcfi:, being three-fourths of all the inhrtbi
tants, \verenot fuhered to ftiron any tenns; the 
Creneral kne\v that the day might come, \vhen 
tlwir goods \\'olIld prove valnable plunder. 

!!(lji~' domini acie17t, audent cum talia ures? 
By fu pportin~r the General in this fingIe ad of 

that YOll do not ,villi for peace ,vi tIl A merica~ 
1:' au tel i us, indeed, that you de fire peace, but 
yon C:li.1I1ot treat vvith rebels; the Americans 
are in arn1S; till t hey di[1l-n1 you '\vill not hear - -
them. 1)0 you feriouHy think they will dif-
~1rm, after fuch a breach of faith, while your -
annies 8re among theln? if they {hould, you 
I11ay, \\Tith great propriety, call them fools as 
well as cow'l.rds. 

• • 

During 
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ferent kind of proof that yOy are not to be 
trufied. On the 20th of February, Lord 
North mo\'ed the follo\ving re[ol ution in the 
IIoufe of Comlnons, viz. " rrhat as foon a<.; 
" the legifiati\<e body of any pro\'ince {hall 
" Inake provifion for contributing their pro
~, portion to the con1mon defence, and {ha II 
" engage to provide for the fllpport of ci vil 
" government in that province; if fllCh pro
" vifion fhall be approved by his M~0efiy in 
f;' Parli:1111ent, fo long as it fhall be n1ade, it 
" tnay be proper for Parli,unent to forbear to 
" levy any duty or tax, or to impofe 3ny fur
" ther tax or duty on fuch province, except 
" for the regulation of corTImcrce." --rhis 
,vas Gdled a pbn of rcconcil iation, und ftrange 
as it nlay [ernl, the vcry apprehenfion of peace 
\\'as like to prod lice great dj [order; his Lord
{hip \vas deferted [(If f()llle time by the hOllf
hold troops, nor did thry return to the fiand
ard, till they \vere fully convinced, hy a faithful 
leader, that the n10tion ITIlght be fo conftnlt·1 
:1S to nleal1 nothing. ith this fah'() th<"y 
fuffered it to p~fs. In their v ic\v it \vas 'vO't" 

ct prete rea 11 i/Z d. I t was a bubble, by '\vhich 
tlwy Inight an1ufe th!s nation; and it \V:JS a 
tra p, in \\' h ich t hey In ight catch the fiolple 

• l 

AmenCrtl1s. Len the AlncTicans fhould not 
em brace thi3 plan \\--i th fufficient e3gernefs, 

to belIeve that \vhatever funls the A tneric41 n 

ihou:d 
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1hould be approved by Parliament, thofe 
rUIns vIlere to fiand in the place of taxes impofed 
by Parliament, and as long as they ihould be 
paid, no farther t8xes \vere to be inlpofed. ]11 
a f~\v words, their granting thofe [urns at the 
rcqnifition of Parlianlent, to be 3pproved of by 
it, \vas to be confidered as a good fecurity for 
the dignity of th:.lt body .. 311d future fupplies 
\.vcrc to be voted by the Alnericans alone. To 

~ 

Yi~\v this pLltl in tl~(~ tnon fa\'ourablc Jic;ht, 
"try little could be C-licl in its defence. It \V~s 

• 

to fllpport the ill1aginary dignity of Parlia-
ment, by degrading our hrethren; it \vas to 
require the Amerjc~ns to fublnit to one act of 
tyranny, in hopes of being fuffered after\.vards 
to enjoy freedom. But the Americans viewed 
the conciliatory plan in a light frill more unfa
vourable; they had recei\'ed early infonnation 
of the 111anner in vvhich it was treated by the 
j'icnds of the court. They fa\v, indeed, that it 

h~ld been J2!t ered to p3[S, but they ,\vere C(J11-

vinced that it \vas not honeHly intended, that it 
c.')uld nct C0111e to good. ~rhe refult has jll
Hiflcd their 3pprehenfions. The afiembly of 
~ o\-a Scotia \vere plea fed to tnake an experi
n1cllt 011 the above plan; they offered his Ma
jefiy a certain duty, ad (valorem, on goods 
inlportcd into that province, and prayed that it 
Il1ight be accepted. On the 29th of l\ovcnl
ber, fundr.v refo] II t ions \vere reported to the 
HOl~[e of C0!11111011S on the fubjct1 of their pe
tition ; thtfC ref()l utions \vere to be the foun
dation of a bill \vhich \V3S then ordered; by 
"\v hich a conititution was in [oIne nlcafure to 

be 
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be fixed for the pro\yince of Nova Scotia; 
and through it a falnple ~nd fecurity \vas to be 
gi ven to the other provinces, of \vhat they 
\verc to expecr. ~rhis \V3S cbngerol1s ground; 
for vou ,vas compelled on this occ3fion, a little 

~ 6 

before your tilne, to unm~flc. An honoura-
ble menlber, Sir George 'Y onge, I think it 
'vas, in order to prevent ~lln bigl1ity in the N o
va Scotia bill, propoted the follo\ving refolu
tion, in addition to thofe brought in by admini
fi:ration." henever the exigel1ces of flate 
" [hall require further fupplics from the prc
" vince of Nova Scotia, fuch requifitions (hall 
" be made as have formerly been pracrift.:d in 
" North America." 

A Inotion more unfea[on~ble for adzl1inifira
tion could not h30 \Te been offered. I t never h ~d 
been the defign of governnlent to 111ake a fln
gle conceffion in fa \"our of the Americans, nor 
to gi,~e then1 fecurity for prcferving 3 finglevei:' 
tige of their property. EmbarraHed «:) l11inifier-; 
n1ight be, by fpeaking out, it now bCGllne necc[
fary. ~rhey could not adopt the propofitioll; the 
unfortunate bill 'vas fll1otlH'red in its birth. 
'rhe refolution of taxing f\nH~ric:l froln tirne 
to tin1C and as often as cath Ina y be \vanteJ is 
no\v publicly a vo\ved. A \~ery courtl y \vri
tel' ha:l becn pkafed to fl1ppofe tha t the colo
nj~s \vould be quite eiilLl.ll'cipatcd, i ~ net'ther t.lie 

i\10nl': 0 -rt?ijiJrr ti.l.rl'S nor rill: QUA0"TU;'i i" to 
. ~) 

be left ill the' p()\\cr of ParliJ111ent.:'t·· Dy fuch 

•• , , TJo • • 2 e . . J • 
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help let us [olve the refolution of 1aft year, 
and it will be found to contain a prodigious 
favour. It may be thus abridged. If the 
Americans {hall offer certain contributions to 
be approved by Parliament, vvhile they con
tinue to pay theIn) no tax {hall be i tn pored 
by Parlialnent; i. e. If the A mericans {hall 
\'ote 3nd faithfully pay every fum that Parlia
nlent defire3, and as often as fueh fun.s are 
called for, Parlian1cnt \vill be fo good as not 
to infifi upon [ulns that it does not dcfire. If 
thefe, and [neh other proofs of infincerity and 
want of faith, had not been fufficient to det~r 
the Americans from trufting your proo1ifes, 
or putting themfel yes in your power, the proof~ 
you have lately given of cruelty are of [0 (brk 
a fiain, that every trace of confidence is Glut .. 
ted out. It is both inilrl1ccive ~nd curious to 
obferve the progrefs of cruelty, to note by 
,vhat fieps of eary trClnfition the hU111an mind 
once plunged into vice, may wade and i\villl 
onward, till it attains the very aby[s of \\'icked .. 
nefs. 

To fhut up the port of Bofton, and dii!re[~ .. 
perhaps deHroy, t\ .... 'enty or tbirty thol1{and peo
pIe; to injure thenl to the certain alnount of 
three or four hundred thou[lnd pounds, in 
ordtr to repay the lofs of {even or eigbt thou
fand pounds, the lo{s Rill l1nrepa id, ,vas a 
,vClnton aa of fruitlefs barbarity- '10 reHrain 
the Alnrric:ln trade, 3nd cut off the fi(hery of 
the northern pn)\'inccs, for the \Tcry purp<:fc 
of deilroyillg the inhabitants by l1:1kedl1cis (Iua 

hunger, \vas no inconfiderable fiep in the f~t;l t 
2 pro-
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turning the Indi~H1s upon the ini10cent defencc
]ef-.; frontiers, ,vas ctrUlinl y the pro}:c1 of a 
lnind \vtll trJincd in vice. It j" \veIl knO\\'ll 
t hat the j\ 111<:Ticln Indians n1:rke \V:lr, not 3~,{in{t 
ftndcidcs and forts; they 1e;d\)111 111uJdt 1(,!.
di(>rs or ,Hnled 111Cn, their h;lt(h!.,ts :lrc it:l:>:',.: 
,-\ich the blood of \VOII1Cll and c!JildrLll u t ,!),. 

-

To fe e I 2 0 ~ 11 1 i Ie S 0 f a fr 0 n til' r , \ V ! ! U f ' i II i, , l -
bit311tS are pour Cll1d thinly rlant~'J, \ .. ]\0 ~Irc fa:
ren10vtd froln tj~e {L"n~ of rojj[ic..;, i!lIJ h~l\ e 
n e \. e r 0 He n de J p ( )\' c: n I ~ 1 C j1 t; t ( ) 1 t· e t h cr 11 C X -

" 
pofed to the ll:ghtly il1,."lldi(lnS of;l {l\'~,~~t~ Cl1t'-

lny, t!~C paths C1'o\v(kd \'~ith thouL!l1ds cfthofc 
\-\:relchcfj peop1e, flying to dift;l11t to\\'lb for 
ihdtl'r, \\'hd~ the f~ICC of he.l\'C'n is d:nkened 
by t1l(' fln()k~ of their (1dcrtt'd c(j:ta.l',c~ pcr
h~l)S the 11p l~t Ini~"ht cLear t'i!C hl'~lrt ofa Uritilh 

( ) , ) 
chicf.111fticc, to C\Try (,th':T peri()n the ,cry 
iLlca is tcrriL:c. 'rhc 1cdl jh~p I (h,tll ll1tI1iiuIl 

in this pr\l~I)1 L'1:-; (If lTIIC;fy is the ]n:~~EiLT' ! helt 

\\'as btdv aftcnl')tcd in the [ollthern ()fU\ illL:C~ .. 
_ 1 I 

'This is a ficr that defies ~dl prCet>dc11 ts. l'~()-
thjn;~ like it has C\'cr been PLil't LJ by :~r~y 
other hate. I~orJ I)ul11l1orc i::, ()rJ~rld l.o pru-

• 

chi 1 11 f r u.: J 0 1 n to iLl \. C S \ \ ! ~ () bel () n ~ r t d r d) ~ I ~. 
, I 

trhc fln'es :!l'C to be th~jlld~e~, and, llllr)id;(,:; 
tllcyarc, they n1l.lir {ocn Jii~'{)VLr th~lI tin:ir -
llU fh r~ ~jre r~bds to a I113t1. 1 t I1HIii f()1Io\v 
t ! 1 : 1 t t 11 e f L 1 \ T S arc; d 1 fr c c . I I 0 \ V f 11 zd 1 tilt' Y 
( ) b t ; 1 i 11 the: i r 1 i be r tv? '1' I : C IT i s b 11 t () 11 ~ n 1 C -.-

thf){j; they uncicrfiano it pcrfcctl.v .. tbcy lliUft 

L 11 t th~~ i r lna Hn~.; t h nn ts. ' I'h i ~ rncthod of 

uut:1ill;ng fn:cdodl h~i.;) Of!c!l b.-en ~\ttcll1pted by 
~' fla\'cs 
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f1a\~es \vhen they were not encouraged or pro ... 
teEted by any of 11 is M ajeft:y\; reprefentati ves. 
In [orne parts of Virginia and Carolina, there 
are four flJ\'es to one \vhite perion ; in thofe 
pbces a general 1113fiacre mlght Lem \'ery 
pratl:icab1e. I f the fla ves had en) brace d the 
meafure fo clearly pointed out hy the ?,o\"cr
]10r;1(- jf they h3d fixed on f0J11C f:1~al night for 
ihaking off the authority of rebels, and ,/pee
dily reducing the coloJ~V to a proJer jC17 e 0 1 

their du~v, \vith the next day's fun j~ord 1 )un
nlorc lnight have recei ved the joyful tidil1g~ 
that the Virglni~lns \vere a:} dead; 'Vhat a 
glorious ;1chievcn:ent! T\\,o or tbree hun
dred thou[3nd n1tn, \VOlnen, C1nd children, 
butchered in one night. This \vollld have 
been a Hroke worthy a fa\Torite governor: it 
\v0111J have been a fcene that Pluto hirnklf 
Inight h~\'e \'icv',,'cd \vith pleafure ; to efferies 
it ,\·ol.l~d have been the objctt of t'llvy.+ 

Such, Iny Lord, ar~ the outlines of l11ini .. 
it e r i ,11 C )l} J ~ I [t t 0 \ va r d s () u run h cl p P Y f L Ii () \v 
fllhjlO:~ in l'\orth America, iucll bayc becn 

• • F 

;:: See Lord Dunmore's proclamation.---'~ And I do 
" hcrcuy further Jer-iare all lndent'..:d len'ants, NE
" GROES, and other", ~Ipr'ert:tillin~ to r-:1)els, FREE, that 
" arc able and \\"illing to Lear arms, t~1ey juining hi~ l\la
" jcfiy's troops as foon as may be, for fl,!' mfj;'C J,f.,c{dy rc
" d{(lin,?: this colony to a proper J:1!j~ if fllt{! duty to his 
" l\1ajcfiy's crown ~nd dig!lity. 

-r For the mere att--:mpt Lord Dunmore {cems to have 
heen rewarded by a fcat in the houfc of Pens. Jefferies, 
for his Lloody campaign in the weft, 'ViOtS made lord high 
chance-llul' of England. 

the 
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the true C[ll1 res of their t[lk i n r- 1.11) (1 nns~ and ... .., 
fuch are the rea[ons \vhy yon may re airured 
they \vill never di!ann, while the Britiih coun-

t ice ~ nd cruel ty. I n the lJ1Cln time, though 
T a:n confident that I h~\'e pointed out the true 
[uurce of the prelf.nt ci\Til \\'3r in A Inericl, I 
hCIT it In,l v be noted, t h ~l t I fh31I not t:l ke the 

h -' 

[II t 1I ~e COl1l..lt 1ft of the ,--\ mericans for any proof 
of theIr orig:nal intention; on the contrary, 
ns tl~·ir tct11i)cr and condua lTIuft e\'cr be 
fonnl d ~ltHl re:·l ulated bv the trcatn:ent thc\/ 

• • _ J 

recei \-C, 1 11 rrn! y bel ic\'e t h(it they a re a! rr'ad y 
1() f~r a1icn,lt'. d, and their indigl13tion {() pcr
f(·Etl v roufeu by the IJte 111C3fllfCS of (':'O\"C1'.1-

.., - ( , 
ll;'Cl1t, that vou Clre in :1 fa'lr \\'ay to lofe thenl 
for C\Tr. \? eu Clre pleafcd to fuppofe ~hat the 
A InlTil'JnS h ;l\' e 1011 (T fOll (T h t for a ItCl te of in .. u ~) 

d~l'tnJence, but i hey 111;]Y b~c()n1pcllcd by \'ign-
rOll'; In('afures to fUOll1it to your ddcip 1ine ; on 
the' other h:1I1(~, I ,un flilly per[uaded that the 
<kfirc of indepc:1dencc \yas foreign from their 
h t i lr t s , b tl t \" n l : r 'L' i I r 0 r 0 Zt SIn' a (1.1 r e :) \ \' i II d r i ve 

J ~) 

t ~~ern tC) t!l:lt nJll~C', :111d ,vil1, if continued, 
< ) 

('[)J!)pel tllL'nl to rc'tn:lin ~n ill~L l'\ .... ndt'nt fi_lte. 
"J hi" j,O\\'t\'(T, i::; an ()Dil~i()n in \\'ili~'h I ha\'c 
I 

. L 

t 1 ~' C'1: :.;f: ) r t i.! 11 C t () d i H'c r fr u 1 i 1 yo II r 1.1 ~ n J ill i i ) , 
~nd l:l~l\' c(1J1tinuc t.o djff~r, till he~l\'en has b.:cn 
p!c;lf, J ~f) rcl:o:'e Of ddtfOV thi~ ctnl);rc. III 

/'IOJ!. Fr.)::1 the b'_"·'I:r'.!n rr of this d:[nu~e ,., .. , r 

the fi;irit uf \\ i!~Joln h<l:> forLkcn your coun-

F 2 furc . , 
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fllrc, \7.;h·!1c ft1cc~L h~l; g~'l1erally at~cncIeJ the 
{h:ps cf the;\ In r::r·ICJl1s. Fnnll tht-[e prfhp,cs they 
~,J!'~~tc(l!!ly concl'l(Je, tbatPr()\,idt:nce i; on their .. ) -
fil'c; \\'b'dc \ ()ll, 1lt'ith:'f r~';;foning 1i~e chrir-
t ·l'l·'~t.: 1),"" .,.1 1;1,)1,' .. ~.l1 'I't.; /)"t II'l,c c',;ll,..C'/ 7t pI !\' 

"lJ .. ! 1')' ,'l .. 1' '-''''i'·&. C .. ,' Lt.f .\. /","0'(.' { L, (.~, 

~lr~ pL'~:~.'J ::: r.~: pore, t1ut yon [11£111 'U.,in /,!;1 
b:: l' :! Ll C Y \ ) n ! (I': f j r'.jl. Yon h 0 ~) c ~ g a i 11 ft e v i -
{ J.. u c c, ~ j 1 11,1 t:: \,:..: t h t: fr (/ ',v n,;; () f hC:l V l 11 f) r c ~'~- -
L1J1 pr(:L~~ ~':'."t YDU lh,lll pr()[pl'l- in your illi-

, 

,·,,·tv 
I" ' • 

r ' , ' ,. r: , I) ~ 

... ' r )111 : 1 H..: t11111.· 0; prtjlil1g t tH: )OftOll 
. -

\T:hich \\'lS the frn l111c(lui\'(lcal ~((t 
1 

, 
" ' 

, , 
/ , I • 

• 

'J • ;' : ,~ l'" d '1 11 t h " \' "r " r.'"\ ~ ~ : ~ , ) f ...l (' r" ( ) t '1 1'111 ' .. ,IILo '-'- '~L ~ .1t}11A.~ l l.J a..,' " 
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t11e ch;1pter of :lc:ic1cnts, \\,hile the Anlcric~n 
tJkes it for the fa \ our of Oinnipotence, on 
\\' h ic h be rcfis, in {tIre rI nd certain hope of a 
glurious dC<lpe from the h:lnd of oppreffion. 
lJct u.:;, ho\yc::\"cr, yie\v this fubjcEt in another 
light; let 1.13 fup;)o[c thrlt [uccefs fhould, on 
{(nnc ol'caGoll:::, ~ttcnd your ~lnns, frill the pro
{ptCt of CC1Hll!e;-ing the ArTIcricans n1uft be very 
di 1t:l11 t. 1'herc are r11311 y i nitr1 nets on record, -
of pt Ui)lc: contl'I1tl in~ fot !',b~rty; if there had 
been none bd'lJe-.; thc!c of the S\vifs can tuns 
3nd r)lltt-1-~ l1nttcc.l pn:\'~nc~s, they nHl(t ha\"e 
tlu;:ht t:., tbZlt the b:lttk is not ahvays to 

" -
t Ii e it r 0 11 h . I t II Ll1 ! -: t he r c n c \ -e r h a;) bee 11 an 
;l~n:'l~1CC ofpeoi)1c being [llbdued, \NlIo fought 
ill Cud) ~l c~uf~ a') 110\V infpin.:::; the AUH.:ricalls, 

\virl1 fUl'il 1111:11blTS anJ [llch ;lc.!V:'!llt::gcs on 

their {1<.!~. \'ou Inean t() riiclllc ~dl on a def
perate dl()rt. If you coulJ gain a victory or 
t\';\" C1nJ :l(h'al1l'l' :1 L\\' ~11ilcs intf) the country, 

• 

YOll are t:1'.'~~!H to Lcli--:\l' t!Llt ~dl \V(Hdd bl~ 
td~. ~tr.llJ~~c:':") it li);lY kl:ill, I thall \'cntlir~ 
t() by, that a litt~e fl~(U:CS 11lUit prove a d.lngl
rcu, thing to this nation. \Vhilc de{()latLI 11 

and tbe L~ge O[\\'J1' has not in\'oh"ed the \vho!e 
cniltilll'llt, the breach lllight Hill be healed, if 
hc~tl:n,-.; Int.:~l[llres (h(}uld be aaenlpted. \Vhcn 
VOL! h'l\'e rl.)uted {cnnc ufthcir arIniLs,cieitroved - ~ 

the:r Lh':cf l'itie", ~:nJ laid \V;-lf1~ p:11"t of their 

count ry, tht.: \\'ound llLly h~n'e gout.: too deep, 
the diic ife lnav h.: ruit l.'llr(.'. 'l'ile till1C l1l;iV 
,... "" .I 

101)11 l'{)t::C '.','hc-Il ,-; l-l':lt l~rir;i;n, uf :111 the 1113-

ri~il~le it~~t~,~ ill Ellr()t,e, 11):1:1 l1:1\'e the' f1l1~ll1elt 
llLlnlc of beillg alli~'d to ~: c'rth Anlcril..'3. In-

• • 

3 Junes 

, 

• 

• 
• 
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111ries th::tt ~re d() ne by t r:e !l :HHl of a kin frll(ln . -
«Ire not ft,on forgotten. If Gre8t Brit'lin, 
pref'..lming on the allq';(Jrical nline of a parent, 
,vi 11 treat the A Int rica n s as ch il d ,'en and in
feriors, it i" high tinlC th.\t the An1f'ric3nS \vere .... 
afi()ciated \\'ith Cl fitter i))i~e;1d of:1 r:1rent Hate. 
1f the {aine \vifdoln \V~lich btel y induced the 

~ 

}-----rench mon~rLh to gr:1I1t ,1 n [lr ret for re-eHa-
hlifhing the eo:d of N 'Hlt~, in a p:Hticular in
H3nce, and gr~nting liberty of confcicnce to a 
proret}aJ1t fubjec.r, {bonld continue to prefide 
in his councils, th3t kingcioIll JnuCt foon flOll

Ii!h; and if the Anlcri,,-';lt1S {hollld prockcd no 
further, they i11a.v at le~dt hy of Englal~d and 
J,'rJlIcc, \\.-idl the l'yri:Jn qUt'en, 

.," 17 d°t:". 
mi/:l 77li •• u ~JcrJi)llr!e 

1\:nd1 pains ba~ l~cC'n t;lkcn to invoh"c the 
rn:-Lnt difptltt~ in (bd~r,tC.;, 8i1cl c(}l1~e;ll the 
dclnger tb,lt lies in dIe r(i;,d, ~h th(~ugh it ,\V:l'> 

b .. fi th;lt \\·c ih<n:1d d'I~_' bv ~ln :1tv)lh-/1I .. '. \Vf~ 
- . 

~:c to:J tb~t reit1~er Fr.lnl~c nor Sp:1in \yill af'-
jift the Alntr;\.-,ai1~. '" \\'i'1 1"r:1:1(c," flVS:l -
courtier,,-"'" ~~ in the prere:)t i1:1tt' of h, r fll11nC s 
, ~ i n \. () h -e 11 ~. d t 1 f i 11 a n 1 i n en I S Y\' a r? \ V , I t 
" ~r 11n gl\"e her :lffifi.1l1ce to r.lifc ~n inde-

, o. , \\ T • 1 1 1 
". P(lLkl't cIT:Firc :11 l\mCllf,'a ( .11\ lle 1211-
" Cf}Ur;l()'"C he r 0\'\ 11 A 111eri('~ tl [I,LJ" '~1s to rife o 
" ~ig;l:nit her ;lllthoriry [" NClhil1~~ (;:in be 
l1l0rt cLccitCttl thclll iUC~1 IT;tConi.<r. 'The . ) 
J-'nnch ccrtc.in1v b~n-e no colonif:s tb;l.t can .. 

° 

• 7 2 • . - • • 
, 5 • • 
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39 
dre~m o~ \v"c n 'l1i!1f; indcpcn.1ent; nYHlne[;; it ... 
felf (0111(\ 1 \" tenl' t them to think nf it. "rhc , 

. . J 1 i1. Jr T • Sn~nia~'d" 1:1::\.(:1, 'ave \'all PC'j',C;!lons In 
r" I l ' • AnltTlC~; bu t_ \\ l,...·(-T,-,r tl1e na~l\·L~ 1~)l:~~11t at-

i~;lttercd over tb~ Lee of ~ g-reat country, 
\vill hi:1rdly t 11ink of ~ revolt: they {hould ra-
t h~r he confide red ~s fo n18ny fj&orics pbnted 
by STlJin in thofe ~o1JLn rep ions, th3n 35 a 

.., • t. l) 

cotn paCt bon v of nlCIl, \V ho III i rd": t ever ~ t-
~ ~ 0 

ten10t to fOf!l1 a fen;1r.lte f'IllPire. i'here 3re 
1 • 1 . I 1 " 1 I' re;-"dons, H)V\'c,:cr, \VIlle:l n18Y prc:\'cnt i r8nce 

and Sp3in from \'le\\'ing this controverfy \vitl~ 
::n eve of nerLEt neutralitv; their [<Ifervand 

_ I - ~ 

COI!1!l1tTCl,11 intcre!t 8re at ftake, they Clre blind 
to neithlr. (]rlat Britain and her colonic", 
llnited ;15 they h~l\'C bu~n by the cords of intc-

~ -
rcft and 111t;tu;11 ~t11e.:t:on, n~uH: f~nn h~\re cc-
~{)tne 3 cbn2:crou;-; n',~il-.:hh<.ur. rrh:~ fleets of Bri-

L-' • 

1:-1in, 3nd t~1e ;lr:11ies of N crth :\ nl'_Tica YV(luld 
11a\'e left r'"rJl1ct: ;~nd ~p:1i!l no other itCllrity t~,r 
the i r fu ~:H ina n d ~ ,or t \ \( i r PC) n t ~ I ~ () n ~ () 11 the 

"J 

i~)llthern continelit, :h:l:l tli~ ft':rh of tr::.!t:t'; 

or prio, ity of cbin) fcd)lc t,:nnr::';, \",l~e11 th:: 

lc)}"!~~t'ft {\,'on\ is \v<l:1 1 ing'. ()n the other h:1!iJ, 
fh () l : 1 d the c () 1 0 n i e s fi 11 ,1 i v (}::! !c,' 01 r the i run i / ) ! l -
\ \' i i h B r i t ~ 1 i 1). 1 H' i t 1 'I t r j r; I ", \..', ~ I Hi r :< p ! i!1 C ( i 1. 1 ' I 

• 
1"1\''''' '11'\' tl,'ll'(l' t() r".,._ ~1-' ':1" .:,1", ('~"r'~ T--!.,: 1, \...4" 1 I, ]\.dl,' Alll I, J~ .. J .... dl...J.. .... , .. -, - . . 
t ' lit 1 (1 .. , i r ~ \. e" ~I (); l" "r C () 1 r) '1 \ ~ .. ,.., .' ')" . 1 / 1 "') 1- ", ' . ~ ( ) ( ,'\ . L J. ..... ~ "-.,1..1...~-t( .• J.4 .. .I.I...., 't\l, . - , 
a" fb~ tCl~ll \\ntI~J he, of h'-T ".C'\\'~;y:::d~a!lJ 
'{I (' r 1 -. ' l ' j"' l' 1- \" m 1 1 . r I' t .' ,/-.j t () ,. t, 'I. - 1 r l' I, l \' I· . t J , j ....,,, \ •• J ,. , • • c '- ~, •• '- ' \!., ',J , ) L , I ,\.n" I I I ... -

tht> C()I()l1i('~ ;1:,):.:, in ~'1:,t r('DtI~)i;~':t;1 forol . ~ 

v" hIe 11 t h (:' Y : I ;-.: 11 () .. \" 1 i k ~ t ~ ) ~d E: IT; (.' , h l ~ \ ';" \ (' r 
• 

u n ~1 n 1 m 0 \.1'; :.! r. d i 0 rI.11 i c\ ~ !j 1 e "j ! 1 t L l ; r C 0 n11r. . ) 1] 

<.Lrt nee .. 
• 
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defence, v.:ou1d hard 1 v {he\v the felme union 
-' 

or f,>irit in offenfi\-e meafulcs. The con1-
• 

mercia1 intfTdl:· of Fr;:nce and Snain {cern .. 
~ Hc) to n~:Hk the: jndcpenJenc~ of North r\me-
ric~ a': ':n obj~ct of grea t i III port3 nee, In t h(i t 
COUniJ\', Fran~-c \vill find a prodigious \·ent 
fi)f her 111ks and vdvcts. \ViI1C alfo, inl
port tel 3 sit 111,1 y be V',,·i tho ut the prcf~'n t bur
dell~., \\'ill C0111e to 311 excc1Lnt market in a 
COlll1tr,v \v here it is nct In~de, though 1 he n:1-
tnre of the clin1ate n'\juircs a COpiOlb nfe of it. 
I"or thefe, C'nd other lTIi:111tlfactl1res of thcie 
J....in(r<10n1S, the Anlcricans \vill I11Jke relnil-

CJ 

tJlh_C'3 in rice, tobacco, flour, n:n'al fturcs~ and 
1 he other natural proG uce of th:::ir coun t ry. 
~rhe cxpence and trouble of a cin ... UitOU5 trna(: 
\vill then be prevented, and a clirecr inter~ouri~ 
be efi~1bifhed bet\veen fiates \'\-hofc Inutu~it 
,v3nts feenl to point out a friendly intcrcour{e. 
1 t \vould be tedious to defcribe the ad vantages 
,,,rJ,ich the French fUg8f iO:U1ds nnJil: cit-rive 
fr0:11 the jndependenc(; of the Britifh colonil';;. 
If Great Britain") «fter tLis revolt, fhould re
tain her [ug~\l· it1:1nds, {he lTIUfi: do it unLl~r 
prodigious d;{advant8gcs, by \vhid1 the price of 
ber fugars 111ufi rife at leaH 30 per cent; bence 
the French It1P3r \vould COll1e to a better tllar-

..:J 

kct in F l!rOpC, :1nd the Alnericans -vvould buy 
r.one c1fe. If the fugal' i£1anos ihould fall oir 

, \vith t he other colonies, the Afric~n tr;iue and 
other cirCUt11itat1CeS confiderec1, France 111 U it: be 
an equal gainer by your tuisfortune. I Inv
ill~ mentioned the ~,('ncral argurr.cnt3 \vhi~h 
n1:IY induce the n:aritin1C itJtcs to \\'ifh \vell (0 

A 111~ril'a 
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41 
America rather than Great Britain, in the pre
fent difpute, I {hall not be charged \vith rafh
nefs, in faying that their aBioris may foon gi ve 

they may foon deferve that fricndfhip \vhich 

formal ambaifadors will hardly pre\'ent the 
Americans from receiving the affiftance of fo· 
teign fiates: ambafladors are not requifite to 
point out the moft obvious truths, treaties are 
not requifite to engage men to purfue their 
mutual interefis. Ho\vever this may be, whe
ther the Americans may receive the ftnallefi 
affiftance from other ftates, fuch ideas have 
they formed of the defpotic and Gruel temper 
of thofe men who no\v direCt his IVlajtfiy's 
councils; fuch ide3s have they of that flavery, 
\vorfe than death, which is prepared for theln 
lhould they ever truf.t in your mercy, that 
they are fully drtennined !leVer to conf;.de in 
:your promift:s, nar fheath the {word \vbile you 
~rc in the field. )T our L.ordfhip Ina!, poiEbly 
be furprifed \\'11('n I fay that the j\rnericans \viH 
not even fublnit to your :lrInics though victory 
1hould dcc1~rc on ynur fide: but I fay it on 
the knowledge of {aIlle [lct:; to \vhich YOlt 

111:1y not have attended; fronl [<9Ine intelligence 
\\hich I preflllne you have not received. I-Iave 
'you confide red th;Jt a ... ·ery fnl::lll part of p., r11C

is yet cu]ti\"ated. About ~n hlincircd Illilc::-i 

t~Ins \vh:-.:h fc\v pl>op1c h,l\tl~ yet cr()H~J, f(,l" 

c; 
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parent H;1tC ; beyond thofe mountains is ~ COllO" 

try. of prodigiuus e~tcnt, more fertile than \vhat 
h~iS yet been culti\'3ted, healthy, pleafant, 
abounding in minerals, and fit for produ<;ing 
every thing that is grateful to the tafie. Hi
ther the America I1S \vill retreat, hither more 
than a million of thetn arc determined to re
treat in the }[111: extren1ity. No (laS of Par-

o 

liament C3n hOlnder the fun from {hining, or 
he,lvtn froln (hedding its dewupon thenl. They 
V\.'i 11 f Irnl a league \vith the lndian5 and wild 
beaCts, \vho are lefs cruel and lefs dangerous 
than you; in a fc\v years they will beconle a 
forn1idable tepublic. rrhat very herd of crouch
ing fl~lves \vho may renlain on their prefent 
poHeiTlons, m uft forc\'er hate you \vith a fin
cere hatred; they !l!ll , as you r friend . nk " n 
has txprefIed hinlfclf, bc govcrncd as the Ro
mans It ed to gO'"l)crn their pro'7)illces, by a and
ing a rJJ~y. 'Your Inercen(lrics In uft be fca ttered 
throug,-h e\'cry pnrt of the old provinces? LT pon 
thefe the confederated A lTIcricans \vill pourdo\vn 
like fo Il1~ny b~lnds of Scythians or Tal tars. 
I Io\v lOl1~T \vill your provinces be \North keep-o .I 

jug on fue}) terLT~S ? IIo\v long \vill you be able 
to keep then1 ? f-Iave the .French no account to 
fettle \vith Drit3in? H:1\°c. they forgot \Vh~lt 
they o\\'e to national honour? Is Great Bri
tain liLe ~ po1 ypus? C3t1 {he rCll1din whole afttr 
ber lill) b:; are cut off? (~~1 n fhe retain her n3v~:l 
i~rcl1gth \vhen the emploY111ent ce~fes for half 
of her {hipping? \Vill {he b-.:: a 1113(ch for Frar.ce, 
\vhen the colonies are thro\vn into the other 
tCf:l.le? '-rhe Americans, you kno\v, arc already 

~ ltc. ·nle 
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heco111e dextrous in the 111Clnuf:'18:nre of firC1-
anns and gunpo\vder ; there arts, \vith fucL ~lS 
they formerly pofiefied, Inuft render them per
feCtlv independent: but thefe people \,vill pro[-

Clre now fending 111anufacturcrs ~lInong thelll 
of every kind, from Gicat Drit:tin and (;~r-

.,I 

Inany, in the glrb of foldiers. 1)0 "VOU ~Jc!i('\'c 
th:lt Inerl'en~1ries \vill prefer your intercl1: to 
their o\vn ? \Vill they trudge and f\veat Ull

der a bro\vn nlllfkct and knap[lck, or fi~lI1(l in 
a trench to be (hut at [or a farthing ~n hour, 
rather than defert froln your fervice, \vhen they 
may foIlo\v their re[p~[tive trades, and enjoy 
affluence and tafe in a plcrtfing hofpitablc coun
try? Thefe, hov/c\"cr, are cirCllmfiat1ces th;lt 
ha\'c only been T11cntioned bv the \\·~lV, as thcv 

~ . - . 
J11:1y chance to <lcccler8te the fate of the prefcnt 
V-.rar ; not th(1t the !\ nlcrican:; h~ \'e placed the 
lc-d1: dependence on fuch ~tid-). Bv their 11(1-

ti\"c firength all(1 ref'ourcc'i dhy \V-ill t~Jld fllf
ficient elnploYl11cnt for your troops. till 8 fo
reign \V,1[, or fonle other fortun~1le L:\'cnt, fh:dl 
refl.'ue thnn fru!n Your h:ll1cL. \\7hilc von - . 
are plea{~d to ClIt off their trade, and rl'dllce 
thCln to the condition of j-\]geri",'~., th~·y~ In:n,r 

- ~-

pofflbh" in \" en t f~ Jl1)e other aln t 1 fl· 11]-:n t for YOl 1 r . ~ . 
'hip~ of n:(1r tl:~n fita~ing- !he:'p. or hllrnin~ 
defence-lefs ~(r;{.-rl-: ~ vour' iLI(1'itl· 1 thin-; 111,1V (1-:-- ", ~ 

111JnO their :dllil:Cllh.'c; the diltrds of your fu-
g;lr-if1.1Ild~ 111:1V ;llfo be felt hy JnDre peoplc th:n1 
\\:-c!'t-lnJia phnten. ~rhc dl:crea{e of tr.1:L~ 

• 
and in~rLafe of tZlxes; the lilts of your arrnic'i, 

. and other cd~n1itics \\"hich h.111 0 - ·o\'et thi~ na
h 



• 

(Ion, \;" ill prcfentl y teach the peop1e at large 1:0 

l'Xe.:r3te the 1Den \'v"ho have plung~d them in 
L\:bt, under the pretence of gaining a revenue; 
\v ho have degraded thetn in the eyes of all Eu
rop~, \\1hile they affeCled to fecure the dignity 
of Parli.:llnent. 

Y Ollr IJordOlip \vill do me the jllfiicc to 
bclic\-e, that 1 have not troubled YOll with this 
1etter, from the vain apprehenfion that it was 
in Iny po\ver to fay any thing that might tcnd 
to alter your opinion, or rather your conduct 
refpeD:ing the Arnericans j wherever the \veight 
of argul.uent or of truth may lie, yopr Lord
fhip mutt be cO~lfifi:ent. \Ve have long fince 
heen told, by an infeCt: of po\vcr, that" De
le ndv e I Cdrthago," the A mericans mull: be 
cxtirp~lted. They breathe the fpirit of liberty 
",·:ith too p111ch freedom; and though the larger 
creatures' of po\ver, \vho are better taught and 
bLtte;: trained, nlay fpeak their fentinlents with 
l110rc rcferve, there is not the leafi reafon to 
Joubt \vhtther you are 311 of one nlind. My 
only attelnpt has heen to flate the conduCt of 
our i\ Inerican brethren in its proper light, 
'Defore the unprejuqiced, uncorrupted part of 
this nation; and to refcue thenl from the charge 
of an intraClablc, rtbdlions telnper, \vith which 
your L.ordihip and your friends h~ve peen 
pleafed to load thenl. 

1 t appears, unlefs I aill great! y mifiaken, fron1 
the evidence that has been produced, c0111pared 
\vith other no~oriolls fCl[ts, that the Americans 
have conftantly heen fOlne of his Majefiy's Inoft 
affe0~on~te and 1110fi: loyal [ubjecb. They hav~ 

. loye~ 

• 
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• 
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loved Great Britain ,vith the utmofi fincerity ; 
thev haye wiihed, and to this hour they con
tini1e to \villi, that their union \vith her Ina V 

~ 

public expenees, 111 nlen or In Inoney, they dId 
it chearfL1lly; but the very firfi explicit nt
ternpt to depri ve them of that freedom, pro
duced difcontent Cind univerfal conlplaints. ~rbe 
nation ,vas foon after\vards bleHed with a fet 
of 111in ificrs \vho could Ii {ten to t he cries of 
hutnanity and jufiice ; a public calalnity was 
~ verted; it was delayed, but not prevented; for 
a change of tninifters produced a fecond at .... 
tClnpt to tax the Americans, and they exhibited 
nc\v proof-; of un i verfal difcontent. They 
l:omplained, they befieged the throne ,vith their 
petitions, they did every thing that can he 
done by loyal fubje8:s ,vho have the n1isfor
tune to be opprefieJ. Their prayers \\'ere not 
heard; in vain did they appeal to fornler proofs 
of liberality ~nld zeal; in vain did they pray 
that they Inight not be degraded below the 
rank of hi s Majefiy's other fubjeEts in Britain 
or Ireland; that they might be permitted to 
judge of their o\vn abilities and dif pole of their 
o\\'n property; that they Inight be governed 
as they bad been for near two hundred veal's: 

~ ~ 

but tinlCS ,vere changed; infiead of linening to 
their reafonings or c()lnpl~ints, nt'\v gritvancc:i 
,vere added; a fleet and arn1Y was alfo fent to 

,vas not conc1ufive, for the An1ericans 31[0 
3ppealed to the [word: they \vould r3thcr 
pcrilh than fubmit to thofe 1;ew Jcmands. 

Such 
• 



• 

• 

• 

4 6 

Such are the fieps by \vhich a civil war has bee.n 
kindled in America. To a feditious telnper, 
or any defire of independence, \ve are not to 
look for the origin of this"calanli~y; a more 
co~ent re3fon ft~1res us in the face. He is a 
b3d ph ilofopher he is a bad politician, or a 
diilionefi In~n, who fteks for t\VO caufes \vhen 
one is fl1Hi::ient to produce the effeCt. The 
,vhole body of the An1ericans have frequently 
£1id in general congrc[s, th::;t the exercife of 
taxation, and the injuries \vhich arofe from that 
fouree, are the fole cauie of their refifiance. 
~rhey declare that they do not \villi to becoine 
independent. The fever~l provinces declare 
the fanle thing, and the indi viduals in thofe 
provinces, in all their h~rangues, and in all 
their \vritings, declare that they covet nothing 
Inore ardently than a perpetual union \vith the 
parent flate. ,U" gainft this group of evidence, 
againfl this full demonfiration of the true 
cClufes of the prefent facial war, the enemies 
of America, and perh3ps I may fay the ene
mies of Great Britain, 3re pleafed to fet up 
their fin1ple aflertion. In the C:.::lUre of op
preffion, in the 13ft [cene of a gloomy trage
dy, in their atten1pt to difirefs or extirpate 
the inhabitants of a great country, they fuf
pea th~t 3 generous nation will not follo\v 
thtll1; hence they ha\'e recourfe to fiction and -
fra .Jd ; the v \\'0 uld conceCll t he true caule of the 

.J 

,Yar, and fubfiitute one that neyer exifted. 
This n10dern oaft.1e[s fabrick is like the hedg
ing of a g3lnbler; it is a fiory tbat may be 
con verted to any u[e: at prefent it ferves to 

inflame 

• 
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inflanle the nation, and engage them heartily 
in a ci viI ,\var, in order to defiroy or crufh 
the Americans. This is doubtlefs the great 

thefe meafnres is not ab[oiutdy certain, \vhile 
it is very certain that the }\mericlns, if they 
have prudence or fpirit, mufi foon be dri ven 
by thefe Ineafures to a {tate of independence., 
that they m3Y the better be able to defend their 
liberties and lives, and 3S fuch a fiep !nay ter
minate in the abfolute 10fs of that country, 
the minifiry are prepared for that event they 
have foretold it, and the ruin of this kingdoln 
will appear to be nothing more than a proof 
of their fagat.:ity. The men who are now la
bouring with admirable fucccfs to di(folve 
the union between Great Britain and her co
lonies, will prefcntly affume great merit in 
ha v ing difcovcred that the Americans \-vere 
ripe for a revolt. 

FIN I S. 


