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AN ELECTION SERMON.

EXODUS, xvii. 21,

Thou fbalt provide out of all the people, able
men,y f4ch as fear God, men of truth, bating
covelounefs ; and place fuch over them.

THAT there is a living, intelligeat author
of univerfal nature, a Being called Gop,
is a truth, which fhines glorioufly in the fplen-
dor of the fun—vegitates in every fplant—lives
in everv animal, and diffufes itlelf throughout
all nature,

THAT this glorious Being does according te
bis w.i., in the army of beaven, and among the
inbabitants of the earth ; and that his Jominion
is abfolute, yet wife and reafonable, are alfo
truths agreecable both to natural aad revealed
religion,

AssoLuTe dominion, doing according to will
and pleafure belongs only to him.

MEeN are not fit for ite When any have
affumed
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affumed it, their government has ordinarily
foon become tyrannical and intollerable,

Tue frock of corruption in men, difcovers
itfelf as foon as there are objets to call it forth :
heace none ought to be trufted with abfolute
power, becaufe it gives vicious inclinations
their full play, which before were cramped,
and confired withia narrow bounds.

Men do not miftroft themfelves, becaufe
they are ignorant of what is in them.

Many who would fay in a private ftation as
Hazael did ; #bat is thy fervant a dog, that be
Jhould do 1his great thing 2 Yet like him, have
done the very thing when raifed to fovereignty,
which before they were fhocked with the tho’ts
of.

THerE is but one Being in the univerfe fit
for abfolute rule : This one is Gop, in whom
all perfections o meet as to form the moft per-
fe& character.

THoucr he is an abfolute fovereign, yet
his perfe@ions prefcribe the meafures of his
government, and dire& the events of his pro-
vidence, fo as moft to promote the welfare and
happinefs of his creatures.

In his providential government, there is 2

great varicty, fo great that we cannot fully
comprehend
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eomprehend it, nor reduce ic to rules and mea-
fures.

Heyce fome who fuppofe it a refie&ion on
their underftandings, not to be able to folve
all difficulties, and account for every thing,
arc ready to think, that the courfe of things is
without 2 wife, intelligent direétion.

Bur wifer are they, who when they feel
their inability, to inveftigate fome of the ways
of Providence, believe that all are gaided and
iffued by a divine hand.

OrTen when particular events take place,
we cannot at firft tell, whether they are the ef-
fefs of the favour, or difpleafure of the world’s
great Ruler : Time, the great expofiter of
events can only fatisfy us—Nay perhaps we
never fhall have fatisfaction as to fome : Yet
from a belief of a fupreme providential guid-
ance, we reft aﬁ'urcf that things are ordered,
or permitted in fuch a manner, as that in the
ifue, all will fee and own Gop to be an infi-
nitely wife, juft and good governor.

STRIKING inftances there are in every age,
of a fuperintending Providence : human af-
fairs are condulted thereby to their proper
periods ; all which to minds enlighetned and
enlarged from on bigh, are full of harmony and
beauty.

THAT
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Tuar Gop influences and dire@s human
affairs, is moft evident from the facred write
ings ; thefe declare, That the kingdom is the
Lord’ s—That be is tke governor amosg 1be na-
tions—That be judges the people righteoufly, and
governs the nations upon earth.—Tbe living may
know that the MOST HIGH ruleth in the king-
dom of men, and giveth it to whomfoever be
will.—The beavens do rule. But how does
Gob govern the world ?—By inftruments ? or
by his ownimmediate influence ? It may be a
fufficient anfwer, to fay, that tiiough the fcrip-
tures juft quoted fpeak’of none but Gob, as
governing the world, and though he needs not
the aid of any of his creatures, yet to keep the
bufy and altive, he has afligned them work,
according to the talents given them. Some
he wills thould move in higher, and others in
lower fpheres—Some are to govern ; others
are to be governe”. He raifed up Mofes and
Aaron to give law to Ifrael—lead them out of
Egypt, and guide them towards tbe land of
promife. This indeed is attributed 10 Gon,
but not without the inftrumiatality of theie
his dignified fervants. Thou leadelt thy pesplz
like a flock, by the band of Mofes and Aaron.

Mosks, in our text was direCted by his fa-
ther-in-law, the prieff, or priuce of Midian, to
appoin: [oine und;r llim? to t?e rulers over the
people.  Shouid it be faid this was not divine,

but
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but human counfel, therefore not obligatory =
it may pertinently be replied, that it was coun-
fe! which probably wanted nor a civine fanc-
eien.  Je:! #¢ was fenfible that Gouv’s appro-
bation was necefliry, in order to Mofes’s fol-
lowing his advice ; therefore faid, If thou fhalt
do this thing, and Gob command thee fo. The
governinent the Ifraclites were under, was a
% beocracy ; and it cannot be reaionably, fup-
poied thatM/es would have made to confidera-
blean alterauon in it,without divine leave. Ivo
doubt Gob diredted him to follow the advice.
Nay, may we not add, that it is advice io evi-
dcotly reafonable, that there lies an appeal to
cemmon [enfe, that it _muft be agrecable 1o the
will of God.

In our text we have feveral requifites, ne-
ceflary to fiom the charalter of good ma-
giftrates.  Thefe will be diftinétly coniidered,
after premifing a few things, which it 1s hoped,
will be neither foreign to the fubjedt, nor un-
acceptable to the audience.

SocieTy is neceflary, to the comfortable
{ubfittence of mankind, in the prefent ftate,

Man isevidently tormed for fociety. When
Gop mac'e the firlt man, he faw it was not gaod
fer bim to be alone ; therefore made an help-
meet for him. He formed Lkim for fociety,
and difpofed him to enter into it,

B S:10vLD
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S:1ourp we {uppofe one placed in Paradize,
where were all outward good things, in the
greatett variety and plentv but without focial
intercourfe with his fellow creatures—could
he be happy ? No, mitay would be Lis por-
tion,

Man alone is infufficient for his happinefs—
Alone, he is hable to innumerable evils, which
he can neither prevent nor redrefs—full of
wants, which he cannot fupply.

Hence may be argued, the expediency and
neceflitv of uniting in {ociety, for mutual de¢-
light, help and defence.

To {peak in the language of inipiration—
Two are bettzr than cne, becaufe they bave a
good reward for their labsur 5 if they fall, one
will lift up bis fellow : But wo te vim that is

lone wbm be falleth ; for be bath not another
to lift bim up. If one prevail againft bim, two
fhall withBind bim, cxd a thice fojd cord is not
eafily broxen. Mankind in everv age have
been fo fenfible of the neceflity of civil com-
binations, that thev have formed kingdoms,
comimonwealthy, counties, towns and the like,
for their matual convenience, and for the
prefervation of their lives, liberties and proper-

ics.

Ler it be further premifed, that civil gove
crnient
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eriment is ablolutly neceflary to tlie fupport
and well being of fociety.

-~ As fociety is neceflary to the well being of
mankind ; jo government is no lefs ncccﬂ’ary
to the fupport ¢ of lociety.  Nay, cood gov-
crmunent 1s the very life and foul of fuuct)

Suoviw a nunber live together without gova
ernment, and every one do what is right in bis
¢wwir eyes, what muft the confequence be in fuch
a lapfed, dilordered world as [ins > Why, they
would fvon prey upon, and devour each other,
Neither l'fe nor properry could Le fecure.
The earid would be filled wiih violence. Rather
would a confiderate perfon fly to the wilder-
nefs, where he might be in fafety, though

aione, than remain with fonus of rapine and vi-
olence.

Nor a few of mankind are impatient under
the reftraints of government : They abhor it
and the ncccﬁ‘arv expences for its fupport.
They ardently wifh to be rid of both.

Wickepness, fhocking to relate, prevailed
in Ifrael when there was no government there,
and every one did that which feemed good to
him. So would it be with others, left deftitute

of government as they were. They would
icon difband and crumble to pieces.

It
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It is fad to have a bad government, but a
government in forae, nay miany refpelts bad,
1s vetter than none. it isimpoflibie tor things
to go wcll where there is none.

ngch, we nght further_ to premile,
that it is the will of Gop, that (ome form of
civil government fhould be eftablithed ainong
mankind.

Wiar the particular form fhall be, whe-
ther monarchical, republican, or arittocratical,
he has not told us.

NaTions or ftates are left to chufe and a-
dopt fuch as are molft agreeable to their genius
and circumtitances.

Some natural nghts are to be given up into
the hands of one, ormore, for the prefervation
of the reft.

OnE form may be belt for one people, arnd a
different one for another., In general, that
ought to have the preferenee, which bet fe-
cures the lives, liberties, and properties of
men.

But fome form, Gop wills every pecple
fhould have to promote, and eftablith the ix-
seret of fociety, which is the great, and fole
end of governinent.

I1:s
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H s will it is alfo, that there fhould be fome
perfons vefted with authority, and placed
over a people.  And when properly defigna-
ted to places of truft, and confidence, they are
to be conlidered as ordained of Gop to their
ofice, they receive not their commiffion im-
mediately from him, but mediatelv. They
who have the right of electing them to places
of rule, and vefting them with civil power,
are the inftruments by which Gob conveys the
power to them ; and when they are thus vefted
with it, they are his minifters, and are to be ac-
knowledged as fuch, as long as they do his
will, and well difcharge the duties of their
place. While they do fo they are entitled to
refpe&, and fhould be obeyed.

BuT fhould they ceafe to be minifers of Gop
Jor good—fhould they do evil, negleét the pub-
lic intereft, and have no higher, better objet
than the graiification of pride, ambition, and
felfith regard, then che obligation uvpon people
to refpect, and obey them, alfo ceafes.

InpDEED no fmall degree of implicit confi-
dence ought to be placed in rulers, a truft be-
ing committed to them, imples it.

Tuey who call them to places of truft,
fhould confider them as fallible, liable to do
wrong in fome inftances. Errors they expe&

will be found in their adminiftration, becaufe
thefe
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thefe attend the beft ; hence they fhould make
proper allowances for human fraility. They
muft be more than men, who err not.  Ju-
dicious perfons confider unreafonable jealoufy
of rulers, as inean and mifciievous : therefore
carefully guard againtt it themlelves, and ufe
their influence that others might not be troub-

led with this evil difarfe, which makes all under
its dominion crucl as the grave.

Bur fhould rulers abufe their power and
authority, turn opprefiors and tyrants—Should
they fubvert the public welfare ; then their
right to command ceafes : And it is not only
_lawful to oppofe them, but depofe them.

No government is ro be fubmitted to, at
the expence of that, which is the fole end of
all government, viz. the common good and fafe-
8y of Jociety. Neither reafon nor rehigion re-
quire fubmiffion to thofe who fubvert ¢bis end :

they ought to be difcarded and biffed out of
their places.

Tae title miniffers of Gon, only belongs to
them while they do the will of Gop, by ex-

ercifing a juft and reafonable auchority, and
ruling for the goud of men.

Thefe remarks are agreeable to reafon, and
revelauon,

It
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I+ might be aflron-ive to th:s refpe@able,
enl:ightned audiesice, to intim-te a iufpicion,
that they difbelieve them, or confume the time
in a laboured proof of things fo level to ¢om-
mon fenfe.

Tt requifires to form the charater of good
rulers, mentioned 1n our text, will now be at-
tended to.

Mosks was adviled to provide cut of all the
people, able incn, {or rulers.

ApiLiTy is an eflential requifite in the cha-
racter of good rulers. ¢ Able men, 1. e, as a
¢¢ learned expofitor fivs, men able to endure
¢¢ labour ;—or men who are not needy, but
¢ rich and wealthy ;j—or men of parts ;~—or
‘“ men of courage ; for it may refer to any of
¢ thefe, efpecially the laft, fuch as did not fear
¢ potent perfons, but Gop alone.” Accord-
ing to this, they fhould be men of fuch health
and ftrength as to be capable of bearing the
burdens and fatigues of their office.—They
fhould Le men of fo much intereft or wealth,
as fliall raife them above the temptation of
Iranfgreffing for a piece of bread.—Men of parts,
of fuch natural and acquued accompl:thmerits,
as to underftand well thie conilicution and
laws of cheir country ; as well as the duties of
the place to which they are raifed. The want
of thefe would expofe them to the artifices of

party

(]
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party tools, and render them dupes to men of
intrigue, Meannefs of character, firangely
leflens the dignity of rulers.

As ability which refpeéts the faculty is ne-
ceflary, fo is courage, the proper and vigorous
application of it to public duties.—Without
this the beft abilities will be ufelefs.  Rulers
who know not their duty, or who have not re-
folution enough to do it well, will never have
that refpe&, which is paid to well exercifed au-
thority—they will be difpifed by the giddy
and thoughtlefs, while the refleting good cit1-
zen, will drop a tear over proftrate authority,
knowing that the confequence of 1ts being
trampled upon, will be faction, and every evil
work, a/l which may be prevented by rulers,
who know their duty, and with a fteady even
hand dare to do it.

THhus eflential is ability, to perfons cloathed
with authority. Yet unlefs it is well directed,
1t may be injurious to fociety.

Therefore that ab/e men may be ufeful men,
our text nextly directs, that thev fhould be /uch
as fear Gop, 1. e. religious perfons.

REeLtGion is often expreflfed in the facred
writings, by fome eminent grace, or exercife
of it, either by faith in Gap—or by the love of
Gob—or by the fear of Gop, as in our text

and
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and many other places. Such as fear Gop it
the fenfe of our text, are men fruly religious s
who make a profeffion of religion, and pay a
practical regard to its laws and duties.

THuaT rulers thould fear Gop, is evident
from fcripture.---T be man who was raifed up
on bigh, the anointed of the Gop of Facod, and
the fweet pfalmiff of Ifrael, with an infpired
foul tells us, what Gop faid to him..--The
Gob of Ifraelfaid, the rock of Ifrael fpake unto
me, be that ruleth over men muff be juft, ruling
in the fear of Gop.

Febo/bapbat, a pious king gave the follow-
ing charge to perfons, who were defignated to
places of truft, - Take beed what ye do, for ye
Judge not for man, but for the Lord ; wherefore
Jet the fear of GobD be before you.—Nebemiah,
a devout governor gave Hamaniab charge o-
ver Ferufalem, becaufe be was a faitbful ma n,
and feared Gop abeve many. Thefe things
which were written aforetime, were written
for our learning, that we fhould have our eyes
upon men of rcligic‘, in the choice of rulers.

WE cannot find in the bible, a ruler cha-

racterized as good, but who fhewed a regard to
Gob, and the things of Gop.

WE cannot certainly determine who are
truly religious, the internal chara&er of others
C is
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is out of our fizht. But they who profefs re-
ligion, and ar~ vifibly governed bj its lavis,are
to be treated und confided in as religicus. Ru-
lers never fhould be athamed of honouring
Gop, by an explicit defkation of themfelves
to him, and by a perfonal and conftant attend-
ance upon his public worfhip, and ordinances.
—Can they who do not thus honour Gop, rea-
fonably expe&t to beraifed to places of truft ?
~—or if raifed thereto, can they with equal rea-
fon expeét to be honoured, and obeyed by a re-
ligious people, as religious rulers can ? 1 trow
not.

Goob natural abilities, improved, and po-
lithed by education, and rightly direted,make
perfons publicly and extenfively ufeful ; but
would not 2befe enlarged, and aided by religi-
ous motives, make them much more fo ?

IrrELIGIOUS rulers are not fo likely to be
ex:enfively ufeful, as the religious—The ex-
amples of the latres wiil have an h-ppier influ-
ence upon maak:.d,—Ever ticir public de-
votions, tnuy nctenly Le a(is of homage to
the Deity, vut of utility 18 men, as examples of
piety.

Do:rvion s not founded in grace, nor is
every religious man fit for a ruler ; yet fuch a
man, {ocher things being equal) is better qua-
lzﬁ?d for putlic truft, than the irreligious.

Tz
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Tue religion which rulers fhould have, and
by which their lives and .conduét fhould be
governed, is the rehgion’of Jesus, which emi-
nently teaches the fear of Gop.

The gofpel of Chrift invites all to behold
bim, feated on the right band of the majefly on
bigh, exalted far above principalities and pow-
ers, and to believe that he will come the {econd
tune, to jucge the world in righteoufnefs. The
government s on bis [boulder—dominion and fear
are wild bim His voice is full of majefty
to the rulers of this world—Be wife sow,—be
infiruiled—kifs the fon, /eft be be angry—/erve
the Lord with fear.

T e temper which his religion recommends,
wrought in the foul, by the divine fpirit, re-
ftores it, to its primitive re&itude—dire€s its
actions to the beft ends—and extends its views,
far bevond the limits of time, even, to tbe ci-

ty which bath foundations whole builder and
maker is Gop

Tbis difcovered in rulers, demands rever-
ence to their perfons attention to their
counfels—and obedience to their laws.

Happy are fuch rulers, and happy they who
are under their rule. /Vben the righteous are
§m autbority, the people rejoice.

The next requifite is truth, men of trutk, 1. c. »

honeft
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honeft upright men, above the meannefs of
deceit themlielves, and careful to dete@, and
punith it in others—their words may be taken
and relied upon with unfufpecting confidence
---they neither viclate truth by their words
nor actions ; their words are the true inter-
preters of their minds. They vpunétually
}-rforin every private,and official engagement,
unicls unavoidatly preveated, as may fome-
times be the cafe.---The public faith they con-
fider as facred, and they mean to maintain 1r,
notwithltanding the menaces of the mighty, or
the murmurings of the multitude.---They ab-
hor artifice and d:flimilation---ambiguity in
their difcourfe, whereby others might be im-
pofed upon, they <arefully avoid.

WHEN called to judge in doubtful matters,
they diligently fearch out the caufe which at
firft they knew not, and having found the
truch, are rcfolved to fuppore it.

T uc laft requifite to form the charater of
good rufers, mentioned inour text, is bating
covztsulnefs.

Wbich means 2 noble, and generous cen-
tempt of the world, and :ntimates that rulers
fhould ¢ not be greedy of money” but abhor
bribery, and every dirty method of gain.

Covetoufizefs, is an ill-looking vice, odious
in atfelf, and pernicious in its effects. No vice
perhiaps
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perhaps more eradicates every virtuous, and
focial quality.

WHEN it leads to riches, for no other end,
than to look upon them, or to anfwer the de-
mands of luxury, in both cafes the true end of
riches is defeated, and the confequence is, a
forfeiture of integrity.—It leads the ricl: to op-
prels---the poor to great and petty larcenv,~--
It hardens the parent againft his offspring,
makes the mafter cruel to his fervant, and dif-
turbes the peace of families, and communities.

A perfon under its dominion, is a ftranger
to the fervours, and pleafures of devotion, and
to alpirations for Feaven, its refined, exalted
delights, he has no cafte for; if he was ¢bere,
he would feel no joy, ualefs he fhould find that
figurative defcription of the place literally true,
The fireet of the city was pure gold, and could
make the fame ufe of gold there, as he has

bere.

Ruirers under the dominion of this vice,
will be nuichievous to the State, by fruftrate-
ing the mealures which ought to be taken for
its benefit, and turning them to their private
emolument.

Avarice, where it is a ruling principle, filen-
ces the voice of reafon, religion, honour, and
public fpirit; and where their voice is not
xeard, what cffcQual check can there be

upoy
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uponthe greedy greatyto controul theirunboun-
ded mf.mablc ucﬁrcofmun >—1f the place they
are 1.1 s lucrative, thcy are refolved to make
the moft of it, though the public might be
greatly injured.

Men who Ekate not covetou/nefs, are not fig
for rulers, for their love of money will ex-

fe them 1o bribery, and to the violation of the
facred obligations they are under to fidclity,

THEey, whefe god is eicther a golden, or f:ver,
or, which is worfe, a paper one, will faciifice
the public intereft at the fhrine of this {ordid
deiy.

SxouLp they be prevented inriching tuem-
felves at the pubhc coft, by the vigilance of o-
thers, the dlfappomtmcnt might lead them to
meditate mifchief ; for difappointed av.r ice,
kindles faction. Wants, tears, hopes, and
wifhes terminating in feififh regard, at once
check the efforts of generous pudlic principle,

Avarice, enervates the force of government,
and fruftrates the moft patriotic meafurcs.

Pustic fpirit, a liberal generous temper,
fpringing from benevolence, ftands oppofed
to this vice. They who have the formcr, hate
the latter.

Troucn t.eir charity begians at home, yct
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it ends not there, as it does in the avaricious.
They with well toall, and according to their
abilities and opportumnities, do good They
are faithful in things committed to their truft,
rejoice in others profpcnty, and happinefs---
embrace all opportunities to preuote the pube
lic intere(t, and feek not their own profic, to
the detriment of the public.

They bate covetoufnefs.

Tue chara&er formed by thefe requifites,
tells civil rulers what their’s fhould be, and
muft be, to anf{wer the end of their advance-
ment.

GovernMENT will be poorly adminiftered
by rulers, who are deftitute of thefe requilfites.
Ir cannot be expected that things will go well,
wuen perfons of vicious prmc:plee, and loofe
morals are in authority. If they are unfaith-
ful to Gov, and their own fouls, will they pro-
bably be faithful to the public ? Everv frxcnd
of virtue fays no. They waat fomething fuf-
ficient to controul their lufts.  Without the
aids of religion, and virtue their beft motives
will be feeble, and iaconftant.

DevovT acknowlédzements are Gon’s due,
for the inftitution of civil government.

SomMe may confider it as a burden, rather.
than a blefling, as the invenrion of the ambiti-
Vs
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ous, to raife themfelves to the honors and pro-
fits of the world ; and not as the inftitution of
Gop, for the good of all—They mut be
wrong—for covernment under Gob, is the
guard, and fecurity of our peace, religion,
lives, and properties ; nay, of everv thing in
this world, for which it is worth whileto live
in it.

Hence, fubmiffion to good government,
and good rulers, is the duty of a people.

GoveErRNMENT cannot exift, nor its advanta-
ges be felt, wichout proper fubmiffion, preger
Submiffion ) {ay, not abfolute, unlimited juijetiion,
for thus is fit for brutes only, not for mea.

The people of tkis State, have an excellent
form of government, and have been favoured
with a fucceffion of rulers, in whom the pre-
ceeding qualifications, have been eminently
exemplified. Perhaps no ancient, nor modern
State, 1n thefe refpeéts has been happier.

Names, diftinguifhed for ability, picty, and
integrity grace the annals of our State. And
it affords no fmall pleafure to believe; thae
Gentlemen in general of like complexion, at
prefent fill the legiflative and executive de-
partments. And itis devoutly wifhed, thac
Jucb may be the charatter of thofe, who may
be cither continucd in oflice, or a new cailed

thereto
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thereto this day, by the fuffrages of the free.
men.---And alfo, that in furure elettions, per-
fons of the fum:> charailer may be the objells
of tneir choice.

Ovr remaining a happy fAourithing people,
depends upon cur having fuch rulers.

Tue dilcourfe turns in:o addrefles ufual on
this GREAT ANNIVERSARY Occaficn,

Custoy, and decency, lead me in the firft
place, refpe&tfully to addrets Governor Hunt-
INGTON, who, by divine providence is placed
in the firlt chair of governmens:,

May 1T PLraSE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

As vour command hzs brought me to per-
form toc prefent iervice; vou will allow me ¢2
pul vexin resienlcarnce of the requifites, which
form the ¢yl ruler’s charadter, thoech vou
bave ling svoon theiny, and are c:'?.l.,.,'a/.-.d in
e preleni 1rud..

Your araduc!riie on the feale of promeori-
on, till vou tecerved the 5l:/- " robens of ref-
peet, and honer, inthe poawer o1 the State to
beitow, thews (b2 pubiliceoici v of vonr abiili-
tv, 1and antematy 5 wihirch 2o4css vou will be
plea.d to accen:, s teitimienals of their ef-
tren, :md'“ citade, for wm~ p—‘x.,mr‘uprm.xc
coadul, at e wenasll brard, and on o oot

7

D . l-/"
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of juflice—For your patriotic condu&, in the
feederal council of the States, very cfpecially
at that moft critical =zra, when the immortal
act pafled, which conttitutes the InpEPEND-
EncE of thele {~vereign States—By which a
NaTion ws literaty dern in @ day, and your
name, and the names ¢! the reft of rhat augy?
bedv, will be tran'mii-2d with applaste to pot-
terity—and for d ‘ch.rying atterwards, with
dize:ty, and to vai+ rlas 2pprobation, the ofs
fice of Prefident of Congrels.

Since you have breen our firf magiftrate,
you have been accep:2éle to toe multitude of
yeur brethbren.  And fhould vou again be cal-
led to Le fo, we truft it will be your unremit-
ted, unwearied care, to feek and promote the
welfare of this people.

You carnot be infenfible Sir, that they who
have entrulted vou, with this large portion of
authority, have a right 0 expect this.

Wt doubt not the retitude of your intentt-
ons, nor call in quettion the fincerity of vour
delires, to difcharge the truft repofed 1n you,
to the acceprance of this people, and what s
more, to th.e accepiance of Gob, before whom,
you as weil as we muft ftand, acd be juiged. —
Tice fear of Gon, or religicn (vwhicl: we truft
has a commandiag influcnce vpon vour beare,
and Lfe ) w.llbelt prepare voulor every duev--.

afiord
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afford the moft effeftual aids ia duing it---di-
minifh fears in titaes of danger---and 1aife you
above the fiowns and :laiteries of time.

- WE can with your Excellency no areater fe-
licity, than the .mion of fervent piety, with a
ftrong public arc@ion ; chele unitcd, and aid-
Ing each other, v.ill niake vou envinentiy ufe-
ful, aff,rd prace .n your own breatt, fuch peace
as toe wirld canrot give, nor tave away---ad-
munifter the beft fupports in the arucle of
death---and accompany vou ?2 the General Af-

Jemoly, and cburch of the firft-born, which are

written in Heaven, into which illuftrious af-
fembly, may an entrance be adminiflered unto
you abundantly, after you have ferved your ge-
neration, by the will of Gop. Anien.

Tue difcourfe nextlv turns to his Hoxor
Licutenant Governor WoLcorT, the honoura-
ble Counfellors, and boufe of Reprefentatives.

Honored, and much refpe&ted Gentlemen,

WE efteem ourfelves happy in having ru-
lers, and Reprefentatives, who proceed frem the
»idf} of us ; and will therefore more naturally
care for our State,

YouRr time, abilities, and authority, by your
acceptance of pablic trufts, are confecrated to
the community, and canno: without manifeit

injuftice,
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in'uftice, be withhe!d therefrom.—And by
vour U;Ec'al oaths, vou wiil feel an adaitional
obligation, to promote tae public wellire.—
No folicitude to promote 1t, would be e vio-
lawe your Jacred keiour, which you have picdg-
ed, and to iucur the difpleafure of Gov, anse
Siom yos pave (ift up ycur bands,

Wasw vour attention in paft feflions, has
beea called to national aid State matters, dif-
ficulties neicher tew, nor tmall (by reafon of the
inefficiency of the confi icraucn) have met vod.
Ic is hopcd that future ones mav rot be {o ra-
ny, nor fo formidable, if thar CoxcTiTUTION
of goveramen: theuld ce eftablithed, which the
honourable coavention of tHe Startes have re-
commended. The wi%f and 2o of our citi-
zens, efteem this Contttution, thmmh not
feQt, yet as wery repiete, with temsperate, caer-
geuc, potiical witdom—They rejuice that fe-
ven of the Stares Lave aacrptcd it,and earnelt-
ly wish thatit may fucn liave the approbation
of ALL—at leaft two miore to comgleat the
number required for its eablifhment.

Covip its eftablifhinent, have been za-
ncunced by the Chepilin of tve day,with fingular
plcaiure he would have congrawulated your k-
nours,—:kis refpeCtable at’embly, his feliow
citizens, and countrymen, upon the auipicious
event.---But though he cannot, yetis pleafed
with the profpe @, that the Preacher on the

nex:



next anniverfary ele®ion, may have the fatis-
faction of doing it.

Meanwiire, may vou Gentlemen, find no
in!inie: able embarraflinents, bu. be able to dif-
cover, ~:d adopt adequate remedies, for every
counplaint.

‘[0 reftore and maintain the public faith, and
credit in pecuniary matcers---do juftly to cre-
ditors---promcte peace and order---fupprefs
vice---reprove and reform fabbath-breakers,
and the neglecters of puolic worfhip---patro-
nize the intere{t of learning ---and countenance
religion,---tve fear of the Lorp, are things
moft important,2ad will employ your thoughts,
after the cleCtions of 2bis day are over.

Arife FaTuers, thefe tbings belong to youm.
—The virtuous citizens of the State will
be with you ; and what is more, Gop will be
with you---Be of gocd courage ard do them.

Tue examples of rulers, have great influ-
ence upon the manners of the people.

We expe&, and have a right to expe&, re-
ligious cnes from you, thefe will more effe&u-
ally recommend, and enforce the praice of
religion, than any laws you can make, tbefe,
beheld not only in your public adminiftrations,
but alfo in private life, will be the moft forc:-
ble laws---the moft cffcttual means of pcr‘l"t}a*

ing
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ding others to fear Gop, and keep his com-
snandments. .

Ovux text not only requires, that vou thould
be able mzn, butalfo fuck as fear Gob.

Tae beft preaching will ordinarily be but to
little purpole, 1t rulers in general by their prac-
tice fay, the fear of Gob is not l)efor~~ their eyes.
Gentlemen, twe are perfuaded better things of
You, and things that accompany falvati-~, though
we thus [peak. Under the influential guid-
ance of that wi/doin, which is from above, may
you thew youriclves able men, fuch as fear Gob,
men of truth, bating covetoufuefs ; and may
you receive tHe reward of faithful fervants,
when removed from the nrefent fphere, and
verge of mortaliry. Amea.

My Fathers, and brethrcn of the Clercy,
will candidly accept a ‘ew words, addrefied to
them, if fitly /poken.

Reverend Sirs,

Ovur office is important, its duties d:ifficult,
wbho is fufficient for thefe things ? Aided by our
DiviNe MasTEeR, our miniftry will not be in
vain; his grace therefore, let us devoutly fo-
licit, that we may be ferviceable to mankind.

CounTeENANCED by civil rulers, we may

fuccefsfully recommend obedience to lawful
authority
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authority---the obfervance of the wholefome,
aad neceflary laws of the State---reprove vice
and immorality---fhew the ruinous tendency of
difcontent andfa&ion---and the falutary effeéts
of leading quiet and peacealle lives in all godli-
nejs, and banefly.---1f at propertimes we judi-
c:ouﬂy treat thele fubjeéts,and influence otners,
to pay a praflical regard to them, we ihall be
eflentaally ufeful to the commonwealth.

Qur profeflion has been treated with con-
tempt, and infult.

Ax [Hume felicitated his times, and boafted,
that ““ the clergy had loft their influence”--<
But ouh: it ever to be a matter of boafl, that
a learned virtusus clergy have lott their mﬂu-
ence 2---Niy nctene, thouga of the order, be
ailowed Zoldly, yet doceni!v 1o athrm, that when
the cieray, and that re! 2ton wiich they faith-
fully preach, have becn mett honoured, and
refrected by a notion, chew 10ings went Zd} a-~
meirz then, and they were moft .‘o.iourcd, and
rc*‘mc:cu Sy Ballons aiotnd taen.

Triis Siate from ity be2inn.ng hus been hap-
Py under the influenze or chritt:an Bisnops of
the aLove complcx.un . and Cees it not much
concern us, tie vrefeat Bisgors of the church-
es,that we are good m-initersof Tesus Curist ?
certainly 1t does. Convinced of this, letic be
our :nvzari~tle aim, to promote the civil inter-
cfts of the State, in the ways juft mentioned.

BuTt
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BuT we are not to ftop here—thke fpiritual
and eternal good of thole commiitted o our
charge, fhoulil moft of 21} engage our attenti-
on, =nd employ our time and alents We
are tu declare all the counfel of Goo, refpefling
the recovery of our fintul race, from the ruins
of the apoltacy, th-ongh a GrLor1ovs CHRIsT,
To sefiify repentance towards Goo—faith io-
wards our Lord Jejus Chriff—to explain, and
urge that bolinefs, wvitheut wbich no man fhall
Jee the Lord—To afairm conftantly the
conneltion between the means of religion, and
its exiftence T bis derogates not from the
grace uf Gop, for his grace is not more exalt-
ed by piecluding all beneficial tendency of
means, than by allowing it, fince the means,
and their operation are from him. Means are
appointed ; butif ot no fervice, why were they
appounted ?

In our preaching let us keep clofe to the
word of life, and declare its truths, in their na-
tive purity, ana {uphicity.

Abftrak reafoninge, metaphifical fpeculati.
ons may ainulc {ome, but cannot profit any,
Xe the piair, eaiv, and fimple truths of chrif-
tiaaity ; 2222, wili ofiod tohd, latting comfort
to devout {ouls hovering on the verge of life,
while tbu’a, i this folemn hour, will pals away
as @ vipton of the ui, ht—In a word, let us preach
the eillzatial funda:nzatal crutis of the gofpel,
toe
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tde unféarchable riches of Cbriff, and teil ill,
both high and low, rulcre, and ruled, that un-
lefs they repent, and belizve, and follow after
boline/s thcy cananot be faved.

Tue time to fulfil our minittry is fhort, we
like the priefts of old,are moz_fuffered to continue
&y reafon of deatb—prefently,we know not how
foon, we muft go tbe way whence we fhall not
return—tbe way which our departed fathers,
and brethrea have gone—tle way which thofe
truly refpetable, and eminent minifters of
Chrift * have gone, who have died fince tle
laft Ele&ion.

Mavy we bediligent, and faithful, that we
may be found in peace, witbout fpot, and blame=
lefs at the coming of vur LorD JEsus CHRIST,

Amen.

An addrefs to the Afflembly at large clofes
the difcourte.

Men, Brethren, and Fathers.

Tuz requifites to form the chara&er of good
rulers have been laid before you, let thein have
lace in your memories, that thole perfons may
Eate vour fuffrages, in future elettions, who
are able men, fuch as fear Gov, men of truth,
bacing covetousne[s. They who are deficiencin
thele, or are vicious, and immoral, aie at once
o
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to be reprobated. One of thefe requifites, viz,
the fear of Gop, or religion is the one thing need-
ful for every one, of whatever age, or charac-
ter. Happinefs in time, and through eternity
depends upon it.—THrs, we neutics fhould
Bave memtioned, mor urged had we neant, to
oourt the appiaufe of thofe, who val:e them-
felves as being too polite, to be ret1gicus.«e
This is their language—*¢ To fupvois perfons
¢ of fathion, fwayed in their condu&, oy a re-
«¢ gard to religion, is an affront to the delicas
* cy, and refinements of a mod-ft rafte”---
HMence, they deride the ordinances of Heaven
~—the day fet apart by the law of Gop, and
their country, for worfhipping the deity is
treated as a vulgar, otfolete inftirution--<
fhould you recommend to them, that family
devotion which began the mornings, and con-
cluded the evenings of their pious anceliors,
you would become the objeéts of their pity,
if not contempt. Had our obje@ been the
fntlﬁcation of tiefe perfons we muft have apo-
ogized for the rudenefs, of even hinting at re-
higion as neceflary, for any bedy. But know-
Ing we muf} [peak not as pleafing men, butr Gep
who trieth our bearts, we are boldin afi-rte
ing, the neceflity of religion, and in f{z,.-g,
thac fuch modeft ones oughr neverto be 1> .ed
to pofts of honour, and truft—na:, fhouv'1 .ny
after being raifed thereto, be fornd fuct. lee
them fpeedily be removed, as utterly unwor-

thy
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thy the public confidence, and left to berd
wich therr like, in irreligion and vice,

Suourp indifference, as to the charafter of
rulers ever necome fathionable, or the prefer-
ence given thofe who caft off the fear of Gop---
make light of Chaift---his religion---laws and
ordinances---that it would become thofe who
Jpeak in the name of the Lorp, on fuch occali-
ons as ¢4i. efpecially,to urge with patbos, the.
meceflizy of . ulers having the fecond reguifite
coatained in our text—And they would be
faulev 1f they did not. -

ExciLLenT, my fellow-citizens is the Con-
fticution of our State, with a great fumit was
obtainc.] by our worthy ForeraTHERS, and at
the expence of much blood,and treafure it has
been defended,and preferved—The footfteps of
a king, athn:ghty Pravidence are to be traced,
in uni:ing, and defending thefe States, when in-
volved 1n the horrors of war,—raifing them
to freedon,and independence,reftoring Peacs,
and hitherto continuing it—and alfo in the
profpe&,of foon having an energetic government
eftablithed. May our‘gratimdgz for tke great,
and good things which have been done for us,
be evidenced by a wife, and difcteet improve-
ment of our conftitutional priviledges.

_ THe right of eleing rulers and reprefenta-
tives, is our’s. We cannot reafonably with to
cle& them oftaer than we do.

When called to cle@ reprefentatives, let
men
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men be the objets of our chaice, who have the
requifites recemmended in our text: They
who have them, will not need the infruSions
of their ¢onjiituents, to regulate their votes in
General Aflembly. '

By a proper ufe of therizhe of ele&ing ru.
lers and reprefentatives. we may obrain the rea
drefs of any r¢al grievance,

Hex g recurrin-y to arms and  ftaining our
han:s with blond, is quite neediefs—Nay, it ig
a cnime waica defe-ves the jeveref vengeance,
in b= power of a State to nfl:ct.

THe laft year’s outrages oppcfition to governe
ment, 1n a weighbouring ccmmonwealth, viewed
in its nature, and tendencies, fhould lead ug
to abhor fa&ion, and its promoters, and abet-
ters. W hether the lerity of government to-
wards the leaders of that rebellion, is confiftent
with good policy, is a queftion, which by and
by will be faithfully anfwered by Timz, the
beft expofitor of events. |

Tue difappointed, and reftlefs, perfons of
broken fartunes, and charaéters, will at times
excite, and foment diturbances ; and under
the guite of patriotifm, call for the redrefs of
pretended grievances, with a view to gratify
their avarice, or ambition. Thsfe, when
formed into hittle political clubs, and allow-
ed to lead others, as uneafy, and mifchiev-
oufly inclined as themfelves, are always trou-
bl-rs of a State, and fhould be treated as pefs
in fociety, "WHAT



[ v 1

WiaT Heaven's will is concerning perfons
of this complexion, is manifeft from that edi&
of its grearruler, to all his loyal fubjeéts—
Jake us the foxes, the little foxes that fpoil the
vines, for our vines bave tender grapes. q. ds
‘¢ diligently laok after thefe mifchievous ones,
* take chem in their early craft, check them
‘ in their beginnings, while they are yet little
* foxes, {mall whelps ; knowing their craft
¢ and fubtilty, windings and turnings, thifts
“ and evafions ; timely guard againft them,
¢ detet their frauds, ufe eve cﬁ%rt that they
“ might be taken and kept ZOm doing fur-
“ ther mifchef,”

TaankruL_ let us be for our priviledges,
snd careful to qultivate and cherifth the virtues
of civil life---Let us encourage the hearts of ru-
Jers, and ftrengthen their hands, by appearing
in their defence and for their fupport, while
they thew themliclves minifers of Gop for good
o us.

By indufiry and frugality let us aim ¢o ime
ﬂove what we are already poflefled of to the
{t advantage, that we may keep what we al-
geady nave, as well as acquire more. Aided
by thefe, agriculture,manufatures, and traffick
will flourifh ; and we fhall be able in due
time, to have the neceffaries and conveniences
of life in fuch plenty and variety, as to render
the importation of them from foreign nations,
Yefs neceflary, | |
DiLiczucy



I 8 1

Druiaswnce in our callings, retrenching une
aecefliry cxpences—living within, and not be=
yond our :n=0 nes—avoiding extravagance,and
diflipation, will make us an opulent happy peo-
ple. |
~Acr.whether high ar low, rich or poor, have
wock 0 du. Lt aone eat the bread of idlenels.

LeT n0: dmerica’s daugbter s, however atilue
ot thar arcumitances may be, think 1t difrer

WADIE, 20 foex 1990l and flax, and werk willing=
S' with their bands, by applying aém 2o the
Jpindle, or with them bolding the diffaff. And
to enfoice this, =t it be reme.nbred tnat no lefs

a woman than the nvoher of king Lemuel did
fo, or recommended it.

Ler us, repeiled bearers, do all the good we
are cipable of doing. A large reward awaiws
all who do much good.

The conneltion between time, and eternie
ty, s real, and important.~—The intelle@tual
endownents, and moral purfuits " of thofe of
our rave, who partake of the reff which remains
Jor the pevple of Gob, are doubtlefs, analogous
to thafe they had in this world.—The meafure
of their bhfs there, is apportioned to rheir im-
provements in virtue bere---pleafing thoughts
®befe, to contemplative, devout munds ; and
thould raife defires for the fublimeft knowledge,
in the improvement of intelle&ual powers;
snd ferve to regulare moral purfuits, by the
#ri&eft virtue ; in doing fo, we may with r;a‘-
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fon exped capacitics there, wonderfully enlarge
ed, and fitzed to operate with the utmoft facilie
gy, in moft extenfive ipheres,
e THE joys of Heaven, confift not 1n epicu-
yean indolence, nor floical apatby, nor entbufiaf-
gic raptures, nor in the fenfual gratifications of
the Koran—But in conformity to the image of
Gop—doing his will, and enjoying him.

~ THe rewards of etermity, were of old much:
confined by ezbaic pride, or policy, to celebrate
conquerors, and leg:flators.

But chriftianity announces bkefednefs, to the
virtuous of all nations, capacities, ftations,and
ages ; it affures all the devout fellowers of 1he
. Jemb of Gop, moving cither in the higher, or
Nower walks of humanity, that the crown of Jife,
il becheir’s, that in the GrReaT Rising Dav,
, they Ball be happy in their whole perfons,hap-
Py in ion to their place, on the fcale of
goodsefs here. .

BoT not fo, thall it be with the ungodly,
thofe who would not that Chrift thould reign
overthem—endlcfs forrow will betheir poruion,

Is the prcieat life thus eonne&ted with the
future ? Does religion lead to happinefs ? Irre-
ligion 1o mifery 2 Then let us chufe and prac-
rife the form ¢r, and guard againft the lasser,
that our future exiftence may be happy. By

religiongriot onlv our fpiritual, and eternal m<-

tereft will be pi vinoted, but our temporal aifo 3
jof
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for it ferves to render us uf~ful, and ornamene
tal members of fociety.

Such, let us invariably aim to be, o long as
it thall pleafc Gop, in whofe band our breath i.,
to continue us in this world.—But let us not
chiefly Jook to the things which are feen, and are
temporal : for our chief, our greateft intereft
lies in a better country, that is, an beavenly, to
wi:ch may our fouls, on the wings of faith,
and contemplation often foar. While on earth,
may cur converfaiion our citizenthip be in Hea-
ven. And may we have the z¢fimony, the firft
of the huinan race had, “who went not downe
wards to the fky” which was this, Zbas be
pleafed Goo. Our amtition can fly at no
higher, nor betrer mark'than tbe pleafing thas
Being,who made us,and will judge us. Though
it would be prefumption, to expeét fuch a paf-
fage from earth to Heaven, as Enoch had ; yet
if we have a like seffimony, that we pleafe
Gob, we may reft affuréd, ti-at when our eartk-
by tabernacies fball be dsffolved, we fball find the
buiiding of GoD, the bsuje not made with bands,
eternal im the HEAVENS.

Now unto bim that is able to keep us from
falling, and to prejent us faultlefs before the pre~
Jence of ks glory, with exceeding joy ; to the om~
iy wife Gop, ¢ * Savivur, te glory, and majefly
doainion and power, botb now, and ever.

A ME N,



