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AN ELECTION SERMON. 

EX 0 D U S, 
, .. 

XVIII. 21. 

tfhotl flall pro'Uide (Jul Df dll Ihl ptlpll, ,,111, 
Inc", /:tch os fear God, .ell 01 truth, blltillg 
IO"JttGu/ntjs j and plact /",/1 1J'lJlr Ib, •• 

T HAT there is a living, inttllige:lt author 
of univerfal nature, a Being called GOD, 

is a truth, which fhines gloriouOy in the (plen
dor of the fun-vegitatc.s in every plant~liye. 
in every animaJ, and diffufcs itfclf throughout 
all naturr. 

THAT //;;s glorjDlI1 Bling JOIS ",c"t/i_, I, 
bis wi~;"'J ill Ib, army of heavin, ."d alll'''1 Ibl 
inhabitants Df the ta,·,b; and that his'aominion 
is abfolute, yet wife and reafonablt, are alro 
truths agreeable both to natural aad revealed 
religion~ 

ASSOL UTE dominion, do;", Iltt,r";", If} .ilJ 
_"d p/tarur, belongs only to hina. 

MEN are not fit fur it. When any have 
afTumcd 
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.rrumed it, thf!ir govern~nt has ordinarily 
(oon become tyrannical and intollerable. 

THE ftOC'k of corruption in men, difcovrrs 
itfelf as foon as th~re are objetls to call it forth: 
hence noDe ought to be truLled with abfolute 
power ~ becaufe it gives vicious inclinations 
their full play, which before were cramped, 
and confined within narrow bounds. 

MEN do not miRruft themfelvesJ becaufe 
they Ire ignorant of what is in them. 

MANY who would fay in a private ftation as 
Hazacl did; What is thy Jtrva1lt a dog, thai hI 
jhollJd ti, Ihis g,.tlZllhilll 1 Yet like him, have 
done the vtry thing when raifed to fovereignty J 

which before they were fhocked with the tho',s 
of. 

THERE is but one Being in the univerfe fit 
(or abfoiute ru}~ : l"'his 01,( is GOD, in whom 
all perfeCtions 10 meet as to form the moft per
ka charaCter. 

THOUGH he is an abrolute (overeign, ret 
lais perfeCtions pr~fcribe the meafures of hi' 
government, and diretl the events of his pro
vidence, fo as moil: to promote the welfare and 
happift(fs of his creatures. 

IN his I,rovidential governm~ntJ thtre is a 
IlUt varitty, fo great that we cannot fully 

comprehend 
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~omprchcad it, nor reduce ic to ruin .ad mel
Cures. 

HENe. (orne who {uppofe it a re8eajo~ on 
tbe~ underia)ldiogs, ·'no, to be able to {Olv.c 
aU diBiculties, and account (or every thin~ 
are ready to think, that 'he courfe of thiDiS i.I 
wjt~{)ut a wife, iAtelligent ditcaiOn. 

BUT wirer arc they, who when. they feel 
their inability, to i!1veftigate rome of the ways 
of Providence, believe that all are goided aad 
itrued by a divine hand. . 

O'TIN when particular events take pJa~J 
we cannot at firft tell, whether they are the ef~: 
fees of the favour J or difplcafure of [he world'. 
great Ruler: Time, the great cxpofiter of 
events can only fatisfy us-N ay perhaps we 
Mver Jhall have fatisfaaion as to (ome: Yet 
(rom a belief of a fupreme providential guid
ance, we reft affured that things are ordered. 
or lJermitted in {oeh a manner, as thlt in the 
iffue, all will fee and own GOD to be an inti .. 
Bitely wifc, juft and good governor. 

STRI~INO inftancrs there are in eve~ IF;' 

of a fuperintending Providence: htlman. af. 
fairs are condutird thereby to their proper 
periods i all which to minds enlighetocd and 
enlarged fro", ,,, bigh, arc full of harmony and 
Hauty_ 

THAT 
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THAT GOD influences anti (jireCl:s hum:ltt 
affairs, is moll: evident froll,} tIle (acred writ- '~. 
ings ; thefe declare, 'Ibat tlJe kingdom is tht 
Lord's-~bat he is lIe gotvernor t?'no~~ Ib~· 'J~
t;Dns-'fbal he judges the ptoplt righJeoujly, a1ld 
governs the nations upon tarth.-'Fhe living may 
inow thai the MOST HICfl rttleth in tlJt king-
Jom of mtll, and givetb it to WhGliZ/oever b~ 
flJjll.-'fbe heavens do rule. But 110W does 
GOD govern the world ?-By infiruments ? or 
by his own immediate influcllce ? !t nla) be a 
fufficient anfwer, to fay, that though the fcrip
tures juft quoted fpeak·of none but GOD, as 
governing the world~ and though he needs not 
the aid of any of his creatures, yet to keep the 
bufy and atl:ive, he llas "ffignecl thtm work, 
according to the talents given tl1em. Some 
he wills fuould move in higher, anli others ill 
lower fphert=s-Some are to govern j others 
are to be governe,l. He raifed up Mq-es and 
AarDn to give law to Ifrael-lead them Ol]t of 
Egypt, ar~d guide thell1 towards tile land of 
pr{)lIIife. This intieed is attributed to Goo J 

but not without tIle inilruI11~~tality of tlle[e 
his dignified fervants. lfrJJOU Jead~fllhy peol"!~ 
like" flock, by the band o[ klf!fts alzd daron. 

MOSES, i.n our trxt was direEter! bv his fa
dicr-in-Ia w, the pritjl, or priiuc of Midill1Z, to 
appoin~ [oine under Ilim, to be rulers over the 
people. Shou:d it be bid this was not ~ivjnel 

bu, 
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but hun~an counfel, therefore not obligatory : 
it may pertintntly be replied, that it was coun
fer. Wllich probably wanted not a (" ivine fanc
tion. 1e4:/ 7'0 '~yas fCtl11ble that GOIJ~S appro4 
bation was oecefi:lry) in order to Mofes's fol. 
lowing his advice; tllerefore fald, If thou /halt 
do t,l;iJ r,bing, tlnd GOD conZlnal1d 1J.'ee fo. The 
~overnln~l)t tIle Ifraelites were ullder, wa~ a. 
~ heocrac)' ; and it cannot be realonabl}·, fup
poted thl[.i\1~es would have made io confidrra
b~ean alrtrdtlon in it,witll0Ut divint: Irave. r,o 
dOl)bc Goo llireL'l:ed hjln to (ollo\v the ad vice. 
Nay, may we not add, tllac it is advice 10 evi
dently reatonable, that there lies :In appeal to 
CCmnlOJl fenJt, that it .mull: be 3gre~able to the 
\'f ill of God. 

IN our text we hav~ feveral reqtlifites, ne
cefiary to froll1 the charatler of good ma
gifirates. Thr-fe \vill be diftinCtly conil(lered, 
after Ilremifing a fe\v things, which it is 110I)eo, 
will be nrither fore;gn to the fubjeCt, nor Ul1-

acceptabJe to the audIence. 

SOCIETY is n~c~fTary, to the comfortable 
fuhfiltencc of mankind, in the prefent ftate. 

MAN i!J evidentlv formed (or focietv. \\Yhen 
GOD m:l(l~ the fidt:" man, he faw it w~s not good 
f~r biln to he a/oIle; therefore made tin J.1i'lp .. 
mtlt for him. lIe formed him for focietYJ 
and difpofc(i him to rnter into it. 

B S:I01;[O 
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S;J~lTLD \Ve ft11)pofe one placCll in P~lrad(/eJ 
\Vll~re \vere all outw.ard g()oJ things, in the 
grc,ltell variety and 1)lel1t~', but \viclll)lJt facial 
in[ercourl~ with Ilis fellc)\v cre~tures-c(Juld 
h~ be happy? NOJ mikl y wuuld be his por
tIon. 

MAN alone is infufficie,t for his 111I)riner~
f"1.1one, he is liable to innulnecable evils, which 
he can neither prevent nor redref~--ful1 of 
wants, which he ~annot fupply. 

HlNCE may be argu~d, the expediency and 
neceffity of uniting ill laciety·, for mutual d~. 
light, help and defence. 

To fpeak in the Janguage of infpiration-
tfwo are better Ibtl?1 ene, bt'cauJt they L"tl~e a 
K~od reward for li)tir lalollr ; if IJ)~y JaIl, one 
will lift ttp hi; liJ/lor;,u: But ':,Va to iJilil IIJat is 
a!oJlt when he jafle/h ; fGr he hath not tlilolher 

to /~r! him tip. 11 011t prevail ogainfl hi111, IV)(J 

}b1111 wilhjl,-lJJd binz, e;tlJ a three jo/d"coy,t i.r }Jot 
eafily /;rfJ,~·~J!. Manl{ind in every age have 
been fo ftI1Uble of the neceffity of civil cOin. 
binations, tllat tlley hlve forlned kingdomsJ 
COlnll10n\\lealth~ J counties, towns and th~ like, 
for t!leir miJtull cOllvenience, anu for tIle 
p.refervation of their lives, libtJties and proper ... 
ties. 

LET it be fcrtl~er rremifc:dJ thlt civil gOY. 
t:nl11enr 
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rrnment is abfoltltly neceffary to tIle fupport 
and well being of fociety. 

As fociety is necefiary to the weI] being of 
mankiJl(i ; (0 governlljent is no lefs ntceffary 
to the (r) i'I)(Jrc of IlJciery • Nay, ~ood gov
el Il111cnt i~ the \7cry life and loul of lucift)·. 

SIr 0 ~ ~ L 1J a n 11 n l) c r 1 i vet 0 g e! 1, r r '\i i ~ ! lOU [ go v .. 
tr 0111ent, ~ n(i t: very one a'o 7iJi'(zt is right ill his 
,:Oi1 ,ye!, what nll:r( the conie(luence be ill fuell 
a ) a I ) f e(!) ~!::"( J r de r c { f \ V r.;. r 1 J as (11 is? \\" 11 y, the y 
would f(J()!l l)rey 11[i()n, anJ uevour each ()cher. 
Neither Lte nur property (()uld Le fecure. 
'li)e eartb ·-..~:ould befitled ~I)i;h violence. l{ather 
v.ould a confl.llerate perfon fly to tlle wilder
nets, where Jle Inight be in fafctYJ tllough 
alone, than reln;in vvitli fOIJ~ of ral)ine and Vi

olence. 

NOT a few of nlanl"in(l are i1TIIJatient tInder 
the rtftraints of governmel,t: "l~hey at.>hor it 
and the neceffary eXIJences for it~ fupporc. 
~l'hey ardently \viIh to be rid of both. 

";--1 C KEDN £S5, fbocking to relate, pr~vailed 
in Ifrael wl~ell there was 110 g()VCrnlnent th~re, 
and everyone ,lid that whicll ftemed good to 
11im. So wotlld it be with others, left deflitllte 
of governillertt as tlley were. They would 
leon dlfbanJ anu crumble to pieces. 
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IT is f:1J to have a bad governn'~nt, bllt a 
gov\:rnln~{lt in f01:1e, nay f.tany rt fi)f~aS bad, 
1~ (,etter than none. lt is il11pul1iblc:: tor thioas 
to go Vwell where there is non~. 0 

HENCE, we Ollg!lt furth« to prellliJl~, 
that it is the wi 11 of GOD, that tome (orill of 
civil government fhould be eftabliJht:d among 
mankind. 

WIIAT the particular form filal) be, whe
ther monarcilical, republican, or aril1oCf3tlcaJ, 
he has not told us. 

NATIor~s or nates are lertto chufea;)d a
dopt fuch as are moft agreeable to [heir genius 
3Jld circunltlances. 

SOME natural rIghts are to be giv~n up ir;to 
the hands of one, or more, for the preft:rvation 
of the reft. 

ONE form may be ben for one people, ar.d a 
diffc:rent one for another. In genera!, that 
ought to have tlle preferen~eJ which bell fe
cures the Jives, lIberties, and propert:ei of 
men. 

BUT fome form, GOD wills ~very pecple 
fhould have to prOlnot~, "and tftabll1h the ;11-
tere;1 of focitty) \vh~ch i::. the great, and ioje 
end of gQVernlnent. 

II!s 
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HIS will it is a1fo, that there thould be fome 
prrlons ycftc:d with authority, and placed 
over a p~ople. And when properly defigna
t~d to places of truft, and confidence, they are 
10 be conCiliered as ordained of GOD to their 
oruce, they receive not their commiffion im .. : 
mediately from him, but mediately. They 
WIIO ha ve the right of elecling them to places 
of rule, and veftJng theln with civil power, 
are the: inftrumencs by which GOD conveys the 
~wer to thelD; and wilen they are thus yelled 
with it, they are his minifters, and are to be ac
knowledged as ruch, as long as thf:Y do his 
will, and well difcharge the duties of their 
plac~. While they do fo they are entitled to 
re(pea, and fhould be obeyed. 

BUT lhould they ceafe to be minijltrs ,/GOD 
IDr good-fhould they do evil, n~glett the pub
lic in[ereft, and have no higher, better objeB: 
than the gratification of pride, ambition, and 
fclfifh regard, thell 'he obligation upon people 
to refpea, and obey them, alfo ceate •• 

INDEED no (mall d~gree of implicit confi. 
dence ought to be placed in ruler" a truft be
ing committed [0 them, impies ic. 

THEY \yho call them to places of trult. 
Ihould confider them as fallibl~, liable to do 
wrong in fome inftances. Errors they expett 
will be found in their adminiftration, becaufe 

Ibife 
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,bt!, attend the beft; hence they fhould make 
.proper allowances for human fraility. They 
mull be more tJlan men, who err not. J u .. 
dicious perfons confider unrrafOJlable jealoufy 
of rulers) as Ifleal) and 111ifcilitYous : therefore 
carefullv guarJ agJirlll it thtmfclves, and ufe 
tt.~lr in8urnce th~t ott.ers nligllt not be troub
led with this t':.'i/ diJ&ife. wllicll makes all under 
its domin10n .ru,;1 as tbe :rave. 

BUT fhouJd ru)rrl abufe their pow~r and 
authority, turn opprelrors and tyrants-Should 
they fubvert tIle public welfare j then their 
right to command ceafes: And it is not only 

. lawful to oppofe them, but depofe them. 

No government is to be fubmitt~d to, at 
the cxpence of that, which is the fole end of 
all goyernmeDt, viz. the conzmon gODti alld /12/1-
IJ of JDtitlJ. Neither reafon nor religion re
quire fubmiffion to thofe who fubvert Ibis end: 
they ought to be difcardc(l and hiJfod Dul 0/ 
Ibe;r plillts. 

- TaB title milzifltrs fJ/GOD, only belongs to 
them while they ,10 the will of GOD, by ex
ercifing a j"fl: and reafonaule authority J and 
ru):n3 for tele g~uc.1 of men. 

There re!narl~~ are agreeable to rearon,' and 
revelation. 

IT 
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II' m:ght be affror1+/e to th:s refptt1:ablt"J 
"nl~gbtne~r audtclir'C, to intim' te a fufpiclon, 
rt.3t [hey dill)ell.eve [ll~111, or confume tIle tirne 
in a ):ll)Qure-d proof of tflings fo level (0 ((jm-

Dzan /cl!/e. 

TIlE reqt)i{ir~s to ()rm the chrtraCler of goo(1 
rulers, 111entiolled in our text, ''''ill now be at
tenu\!u to. 

~fOSE' was advifcd to pro'vit;'e (iut {/ all Ihl 
teople, able ine11, for rulers. 

ABILIT\"· is an eiTential reatlifitc in the clla-
a 

ratter of good rulers. "Able mtlt, i. e. as a 
,e learned expofiror fJYs, men able [0 endure 
!' lab'lur ;-or rnen \\Oho are not needy, b~t 
If rjch and \vealtn}p i-or men of parts j---or 
Ie men of courage; for it may refer to any of 
" there, efpecially the l:1tt, fuch as <!id not fear 
cc potent perfons, but GOD alone." Accord
ing to this, they 1houl{i be men of fuch health 
and firenr;rh as to be capable of bearing the 
bur(len-; aad fatig'les of tlleir oiice.-They 
Ihould ue merl of fo muell intereft or wealtll, 
3S 111311 raifc= thc:m abo\'e the temptation of 
JI-anfgrejJillg {fir" 1;1f'(~ of by(ad.---wlell of parIs. 
of lucia natur:ll 311(1 acquiled aC(Olnl}litl1InrI1ts, 
as to lll)derfl~nd well ll.e c(inflitution and 
laws of tlleir CO\Jiltry ; 3,. \vt'll as the duties of 
tile place to whi~ll they are raifell. The want 
of thefe \\·ould (xpole ,11(111 to tile artifices ot' 

parEy 
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party tool!, and render them duprs to men of 
Intrigue, Meannefs of charaCter, ilrangely 
lelfcns the dignity of rulers. 

As abilily which refp~as tIle faClllty is ne
ceffary, fo is courage, the proper and vigorous 
application of it to public dutits.--"l itllout 
Ibis the beft abilities will be ufelefs. l~ulers 
who know not tlleir duty, or who have not re
folution enough to do it \vell, will never have 
that refpect, which is paid [0 \\'ell exercifed au· 
thorit}9-they will be difpifed by the gIddy 
and thoughtlefsJ while the refleCl:ing good citi .. 
zen. will drop a tear over proftrate authority, 
knowing that the confequence of Its being 
trampled upon, \vill be faCtion, and every evil 
work, a/I which may be prevented by rulers, 
who know their duty, 311d with a ftearly even 
hand care to do it. 

THUS tffential is abilit:v, to rerfons cloathed 
\vith authority. Yet llnlefs it is well ,lireael~, 
it may be injurious to fociety. 

Therefore that ahle IJltn may be ufeful men, 
our text nextly dir~B:s, that tllev fhould be lu,;' 
tiS fear Goo, i. e. religious perrons. 

REL I CION is often expreffed in the facred 
writ:ngs, by fOille enlinent grac~, or exercife 
of ie, either by faith in GOD-or by the I,ve of 
~OD .... or by the fear of GOD, as in our t~xt 

and 
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'nd many other places. Such as Itar GOD jll 
the fenCe of our text, are ~er. 1'14" religious I 
who make a profeffion of ~ligion, and pay a 
praB:ical regard to its laws and duties. · 

• 
THAT rulers fhould fear GOD, is evident 

from fcripture.---~bt ",." who was railed up 
0" high, tbl QIIO;IIIIJ of tbl GOD of 1" to 0, and 
the Iwell pfal1llill ()f /frtlei, with an infpirtd 
foul t~lls us, \Yhat GoD faid to hilll •• --.~ht 
GOD Df Ifrfltljaid, Ib, r,ek of [(ratl Jpake 111IItI 

." he thai ru'elb Dver .,11 ",uJllle jufl, ruling 
in Ibt/e.r of Goo. 

yebDJhapblll, a pious king g,ve the follow., 
jog charge to perrons, who were defignated to 
plac~ of trlltl, . ~"k" heed wh., yt do, f(Jr ye 
j_JgI .,t lor _a", "., fDr th, Lora; wherefor, 
Jtt tbe lear (If GOD 6e "'(Dr, " •. -Nebtmiab, 
a devout governor gave HdlIa"illb charge o-
ver 1"lIjil/I., becaufe hi flJas _a faith/Ill til" II, 
."d ftfJrt4 GOD ./J'VI ",an]. Thefe things 
which w~rc written aforetime, were written 
for our learning, that we fhould have our eyes 
upon men of religi,' in the choice of rulers. 

WE cannot find in the bjbl~, a ruler tha
ratlerized as good, but who fhewed a regard to 
GOD, and the thiags of GOD. 

WE cannot certainly determine who are 
truly religious, the internal charaB:er of others 

C is 
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js oat of our fi~ht. But they who pro(efs r~ .. 
ligion, and ar~ vifibJy governed b)· its la9is,are 
1:0 be treated "nd confitled in as religious. Rl!

Irn ne"-er fhould be afuamed of honouring 
GOD, by an explicit dt~ation of themfelves 
to him, and bf a ptrfonal and conftant attend
ance upon his public worfhip, and ordinances. 
-Can chey who do not thus honour GOD, r~a
fonably cxp~8: to be raifed to places of truft ~ 
-or if railed thereto, can they with equal rea
fOD expect to be honoured, and obeyed by a re
ligious people, as rrligious rulers can l I trow 
Bot. 

GOOD Datural abiliti~sJ improvftl, and po
lifhed by education, and righrly diretl:cd,make 
perfons publicly and ~xtenfively ufeful; but 
would Dot theft enlarged, and aided by religi
ous motives, make them much more fo ? 

IRRELIGIOUS rulers are not (0 liktlv to be 
~ 

~y.r~r.fiytJy u f<.-flll, as the rt:ligious-The ex-
2'1l;.>les of the 16tt~1' will ha\-: an h~ppjer influ
ence UiJO:l m3nk:~~dJ-Even t~I-.ejr publiC dc
V01!OnS, In~y fl<..t (;nl)' be ~l-LS of homage to 
t~e Dl;lJ~ out or '-'tilit)- l~ men, as examples of 
}»ICty. 

Do:.:r~!ON is r.nt founc!td in grac~, nor is 
rver)- rt'ligious man fit (or a ruler j )"~t fuch a 
Ulan, (o(hcr (lJ~nf;s being eq\lal) is better qua
lifial for pu~lic trun~ tIlalt the irreligious. 

· Tn 
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THE religion which rulers fhould have, and 
by. which theIr Jives and .. conduCt fhould be 
governed, is the religion "of JESUS, which emi
n~ntly teaches the Itll' 'j GOD. 

THE gofpel of ChriR: invites all to behold 
hi., "~/IJ 011 tbl ri:bl band ollbe .ajejl] 011 

high, ,xo/ltt/jar abrul P,.;",;paiil;Is d"d pow
Irs, a!ld to believe that he will come the iccond 
tilne, to jllel,/ht wlJrld ill "';gbltfJ~r"ljs. '['he 
go-veT.""'" IS •• his /hDM/JtT-JD",;";' •• "t/I,ar 
"', .ilb hi. Hii voice is full of majefty 
to the rul~rs of this world-BI wife 7UJw~-b, 
;lIjlrIlOtJ-i!ls tbl ft., ldl hI IJI ._:,,---/lr'VI 
Iblurd wilb ftllr. 

THE temper which his religion rec-ommends. 
wrought in the foul, by the divine fpirit, re
ftores it, to its primitive reaitude--direC:s ita 
aB:ions to the beft ends-and extends its views. 
far beyond the limits of tilne, even, to the ,i~ 
1.1 which ".,h f, •• Jllli,1U wh,I, /J.iltier 1l11tl 
_1Ik".;s GOD 

'This difcovered in rul~rs, demands r~yer .. 
~ncc to their llerfons attention to their 
couofcls-and obedience to their laws. 

HAPPY are fueh rulers, and happy they who 
are under their rule. IYben lb,: righleous are 
i ••• tb,r;I}, Ib, people rtjflicl. 

The next requilite is IrMth, mell ,j Irllth, i. e. • 
Ilonelt 
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honeR: uprigllt men, above the mtannefs of 
deceIt tllt,nJel ves, and careful to drtea, anu 
punif}l it in orhn-s---.their words may be taken 
and relied upon with un1ufpeCl:ing confidence 
---they neither violate truth by their wor,!s 
nor aCtions j their words are the true inter
preters of their min(is. T11~y lJuncrually 
J: ,,"rrU~!n every private,and official rngagemtnt, 
un!eis unavoidabl, .. prevcnt~d, as may fome
ti:11es be the cafe.---l'he public f.lith tlley con
fidt:r 3S facr~dJ and they mean to maintain it, 
notwithltanding th~ menacrs of the mighty, or 
the o1urmur:ngs of the multitude.---l"'hey ab
hor artifice and d:mmilltion---ambiguit)· in 
their diicourfe, whereby others migbt be im
pofed upon, they~refully avoid. 

\\"HEN called to judge in doubtful rr.atters, 
they diligently fearch out the caufe Wllicll at 
firft they knew not, and having found the 
truth, are rcfolved to fupport it. 

TII~ laft requifite to form the ch3raa~r of 
gOOlt rulers, mentioned in our text, is batieg 
'D1Jt/~llfjltrs • 

Which m~ans a nobl~, and gen~rous con
tempt of the world, and loti,nates lilat rlilers 
fhould " not be greed)· of money" flut abllor 
bribery J and every dirty method of gain. 

Co*!'!tGuf;:tjJ, is an ill-looking \'ic~, odioUI 
in itftlf, and pernicious in its cff~aj .. No yjre 

pert,ap~ 
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~rhap5 more eradicates every virtuous, and 
facial qualit). 

W lIEN it leads to rIches, for no other end. 
than to look upon th~m, or to anfwer the de
mands of luxury, in both cafes the true end of 
riclles is defrate,i, and the confequence is, a 
forfeiture of integrity.-It leads the riel! to op
pr~ls---thc poor to great and petty larc~ny,--.. 
It hardens the par~nt againft his offspring, 
makes the mafter cruel to hi .. fervant, and dar. 
turbes the l)eace of families, and cOlnmunities. 

A ~rlon under its dominion, is a ftranger 
to the (ervours, and pleafures of devotion, and 
to a!pirations for IJetl'Utlt, its refined, exalted 
delights, he has no cane for; if he was tbert, 
he \yould feel nojoy, u:tlefs he fhould find that 
figurative dt'tcription of the place literally true. 
'The ftrt~1 Df the city 'WIIS p_rl gDIl, and eQuid 
make the lanle ufe of gold lbu" as he hu 
btTt. 

RULERS under the dominion of this vice, 
,.,11 be nl~:\=hievous to the State, by fruftrate
ing the meafures which ought to be taken for 
its benefit, and turnioti them to their private 
«molumcnt. 

A'lJaritt, where it is a ruling principle, fiJen
Cts the voice of reafoD, religion, honour, and 
public (pirie j and where their voice is not 
laeud, what effectual check can there be 

upoe 
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tJPon the g,·ttdy grclzt,to controll) their llnlJOt1M .. 

ded IllfJtiable deflreofgain ?-If the l~lace thty 
are i~l is lucra:i\Ye, riley are refolved to make 
the moft of it, though the public l11igllt be 
greatly irljured. 

MEN who bott 1!0/ covetoujne.fsJ arr not fit 
(or rUlers, for tlleir love of InOl1ev will ex .. 
pofe them to br ib~ry, and to the v iolat ion of the 
Cacrcd obligations they are under to fiJtlity. 

THEY, whore god is eicher ago!Jell, or fi/::.:tr. 
or, wltich is worf~, a paper on~) will f.lcritice 
the publi::: intercft at the ihrin\! of tllis fordid 
deity. 

SHOULD they be prevented inricll:ng t:lem· 
felves at the public coft, by the vigilance of 0-

~rs, the difappointment might lead tllem to 
tneditate mifchief; for difappointed av .. r ice, 
kindles (aClion. W ant~, fears, hopes) and 
wiOles ternlinating in fclfifu regard, at once 
check the effons of generous puolic prin~iple. 

Aflilrict, enervates the force of government, 
and fruftratcs the moil: patriotic mca(ults. 

PUBLIC fpirit, a liberal generous temper, 
fpringing from benevolence, ftands oppoled 
to thiS vice. They who have the fornlerJ 11atc 
the latter. 

THOt:GlJ t:leir chuity brgil1s at home, yct 
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it ends not there, as it does in the avar~~ious. 
They willi \vell to all, and aCC()fliing t() their 
allilities and opportunities, do good. l'lu~~y 
3re faitllful in things cOll1lnittcd to their truft. 
rejoice in others profperity, and happinds--
c.lllbrace all OIJI)()rt'.'nilies to pr(;ll":ote [Ile ~ub
lie interelt, and f(ek not their own pronc, to 
the detriment of tile pub/;,_ 

'Ibey bait cO't'eIOttjl1ejS. 

Til! character formed by there requi(jt~!, 
tells civil rult:rs y.'Jlat their's fllOUJd be, and 
Inun be, to anf wer the end of their ady~CC
n1ent. 

GOVEJt NMENT will be- poorly adminiftered 
by rulers, who are de(litute of thefe requtlites. 
lr cannot be expeCted that things will go well. 
wrlen perJons of vicious principles, and loofc 
nlorals are in authority. If they are unfalth
flll to GOD, 3nd their 0\\'0 fouls, will they pro
hlbly be faithful to the public? Every friend 
of vIrtue fa)·s no. They \\·:l:lt fomething fuf. 
ti\'"ten r to controul the:r lults. \Vjthou[ the 
al(l~ of I~JigionJ and virtue their beft IDoti1;es 
will be fec:ble, and inconftant. 

DEVOt~T 3ckno\\·ltdgements are Goo's due~ 
(or the inftitution of civil goverrdnent. 

SOME may confider it ~s a burden, rather. 
Ihm a bleOin8, as the in\·C'Rtion of tile! ambiri

O~J' 
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ous, to raife themfelves to the honors and pro~ 
fits of the world; and not as tIle inftitution of 
GOD, for the good of all-They mult be 
wrong--for government under Goo, is tlle 
guard, and 1ecurity of our peace, religIon, 
liv~s, and properri~s; nay, of every thing in 
this world, for which it is worth while to live . . 
In It. 

IlENeE, fubmiffion to good government. 
and good rulers, is the duty of a people. 

GOVERNMENT cannot exift, nor its advanta
ges be felt, without proper fubmiffion, prefer 
f."miJIion I fay, 1101 a'10/Mtc, unlillJiltdjllbjetlion, 
for thIS is fit for brutes only. not for mco. 

THE people of this Stalt. have an excellent 
form of government, and have been favoured 
with a fucccffion of rulers, in \\'hOlll tIle pre
ceeding qualifications, have beell eminelltly 
exemplitird. Perhaps no ancient, nor modern 
S[at~J In thefe rcfp(cts has been halJpicr. 

NamtJ·, diftinguifhed for ability, piety, and 
integrity grace the annals of our State. And 
It affords no fmall pleafure to believe; tl1ar 
Gentlelnen in general of Ijl~e complexion, at 
prefent fill the legifiative and execl,tivc de· 
partm~nts. And it is clevoutly wiflleci, thac 
IlIcb may be the cllaraa~r of thore, who may 
be either continued in offi,e, or a nc\v called 

thereto 
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th~rrto this da~·, by the futrrages or the Er~e. 
men.:- .. Anci 3lfo, th:tt in fllrure elections. p~r~ 
f(,ns of ~he (tl'iJ : ,bat4 atfer may be the olljetls 
of tnc:ir Cll{J!\..'~. 

Ol~1t rrlnaining 3 har)p~ A0tlriChing people, 
delJenjs upon our Jlaving fllCh rulers. 

"rH E (liicourfe turns in~o a{ldrt"rr~s ufual on 
'his G & fAT A ~ S I v EllS.\ P-. \1' occalion. 

CCSTO~IJ an() decency, le~~l me in the fir!!: 
plac~, relp~afully to addr~ts Governor HUNT- . 

't-iGT()N, who) by Q'j,t'int p,..,~::.:.l~ll,e is placed 
in th~ firlt chair of governlllcn:. 

1.1.:\\· IT PLr.-\SE \·OUll EXl:ELI.ENC{, 

As yotJr COmln3:1~! h~s brottght me to rer-
forlll lile J1relent I~r\' ~~t:; you \\'i II allf)W Ole " 

put ,,;:1 ill re1.ez,·'.'!!;,,· :11:(~ of t 11<! req 11! Ii {~~, \vh ic h 
ff):-~-'l :.he ~ l;)~t rtlJe-r's c!\.ai3~l:er, I[,;)"(<:b .~·:u 
j. , •. , '."~(Y ; "r ",,,, /l'~'n alzi a,"''' ~ '1J " I'~ ~ "z' .'-.• _.. ttl. ," ,.. f.. ,. - " I J • ".' . .... • " ./,):, .: ...... 

'L'··· [r .. ! ,. J. t ,. IJ I " • v , • , I. • • ,. ,.. ., 

Yo l' It !!r 3l' t! ~ ~! r i : e n n t 1~ ~ 1:: .11 ~ 0 f ;J r 0 nl C ! :

t)n, tlll you lC'eel ~;e.J the J\.~! '.,:J' t[{·,':1S of r~r
pet.t, and hc)'1!'" III rh~ I"~\'w'Lr tJi t!~;! Slate to 
be i! () \.', III c- W S l ~ ~ ~ (' l ~ t; : i : .. ,." i c; ,. 1 \ ') f \' (',11 rat 1 : 1 i -

l . 

tv,lnd Inte ;!f irv ; \\·h!ch : ~,~:;:, \"O~1 \\'!lI b~ 
., # 

plt:l~ ... l~ t() ,l~ l..t'!'~ .. .':.s t~iti:il(,r~J!5 l:f tIH.A~r f~(-
t:-~in, ltlll ~,;- j(it~ltit·) f.·;r ~ {U,t; ~rq\lc!lr ~ 11~'ri~!lc 

J "'-' ., J I I '. ca~l 'J_ ..... , at :',~ {;,:.;:~-:~ ,,~"'ai· .. , ~r.u iJ11 II~:" .. ;<,·,;1 

U 'j 
J 
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'fjltfli(t~For your patriotic condua, in the 
freJeral council of the States, vrry tfpecially 
at that moft critical rera, when the immortal 
act f)afl~(i, which conllitutes the INDEPEND

ENCE i"Jf the~-e f,:,ve~e~6n States-By which a 
NATION W~~ litcrail}' :;C'~" in a day, and your 
n~m~, and the nci~n~s c~ the rett of tllle augtl/l 
~c d. v, wi] 1 be t ran' n 1 j ,: ~d \\' it hap p I a ti t e to IJ 0 t:' 
terit)y-ar,d for d ~c!~ _ .. ~;ing atler\VartJs, with 
digr::ty,3prj to UIJl' ~:·ta. approbatIon, the of
fice of Prtfident ()f C, H'~":.r~Js. 

~ 

SJ liCE YOl1 Ilave (,prn our jirjl mllg;/I'-tllt, 
you have betn Qcce; .4.!l'/c to liJe mU/li/tlde of 
Y&!Jr l'rtll~rt·}z. And fhould yOU again be cal
J~d to lie fo, we truft it will be your unremit
te(!, unwearied care, to feck and promote the 
1Vt Ifare of this people. 

You cannot be infenfible Sir, that they who 
ha\"e entru(t~J Y01J, \vith [h1S 13rge portion of 
aut!lority, have a rig!lt :0 expect tIllS. 

,,71: !!()ubr not the recritude of your intentr
on~, nor fali in qucflion the lincerity of your 
dt:~1re!;. to (!,1,(:Jlarge tl,e truft repl)frd in you, 
to tlle acceptallce (Jf this ~·,,..opleJ and ,vl~at is 
mo:e, to t!-.~ act:f'1)~aI1Ce of GOI), htf()re \\'!10m, 
you ac; well as \\'e lnllft nand, al~J t1\~ jtJ .. ~g~d.
f'j'l·c.(tt!,. ~l"G()j), or Tt!i,~ivn \. v.:h;cll \\'e truft 
I.as a C(Jnln1an(~:li~; lnfluenc~ \! i}on y()t~:- !:~~rrJ 
ant! 11 ~t) \ .. { .11 t :11 l-~f rl·:rt :~ au for tV ~ry ,j l)~V .. --

afiord 
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afford thf" moll effcftt.;al aids in doil1g it-· .. di .. 
mini.fh [ears ~n ti'.lei of d.1nf:;er---and t aifc you 
above the fi·owns and ~!.lLLerics of tilne • 

" ~\·E can wifh your Exu/ltnc)' no greater (e .. 
)ICIty, than the .mi()n \.,f ff>(vent piet/, wnn a 
ftrong publ:c a~Ca!{)I'; (}l~[e uni!td; and aid
ing each other, ," .• 11 m .. ke vou en'in~ntiy ufe
(ul, arrJrd p~3ce .:1 your o~n breatl, fuch peace 
as. the w~r'd ,annol gir;;c, lior Ja/.;.e c-w6y---ad
mlnltter the beLt fupporcs in the afticle of 
dcath---and accom})any you !:J Ibl! Gelleral A/-

Jt1lllJ[y, lind ,hiJI·,b of the firft-bo,~1tJ 'Whicb are 
fIIrille" in Jltt.lvcn, into ~'hich illuftrious af
fembly, may an entrance he Od'l1i11ijlere4 ",,/0 
,DIl uunJanllJ, after you have ferved your ge
neration, by the will of GOD. Anlt:n. 

THE difcourfe ne~tlv turns to his HONOK. ., 

Lieutenant Govrrnor \\'OLCOTT, tIle honoura-
ble COlln/illors, and bDuje of Reprf:Jrentalivls. 

Honored, and much refpeCled Gentlemen. 

\VE eftr-em ourfelv~s Jlappy in having ru
I~rs, and R~prerentatlves, 'lJJbo P''"D(tcd frtm rh4 
r.idjl {)/ us ; and will therefore more lIalul~a'fJ 
care for (JilT ~'Iale. 

You It time, ahillti~s, and authority, by }"our 
Zc:~ptilnce of public trllfts, are con !ecrated to 
(he cOlllinunitv, anJ cannot without mani(eft 

• injuftice~ 
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ir.~nnic~, be \virhlleld therefrul11.-}\nd Dy 
,"i~tlr lJl11~{al ()aths, y,)ll will ft:l'l an aJuitioilc11 
~bhg:ltion, to promote the public wd(.::e.
No lo1i~itude to promott: it, wouiJ be: l0 \';U

late )~our Ja"td h~jlDUr, which you ha\"e pi~dg
ed, antl to il1~ur the dirpleafur~ of Guo, Ullt, 

f,,;)1-'~}1J )'~~ b(Z'~'e lift lit )'cur bands. 

,,:" HEN Y()l.1r atten tion in pafl: feffions, has 
been cilll~J to national ar~d State matters, dlf. 
ficlilties n~i[}ler few J nor flnall (by reafon of the 
ineffi~jeJlcy ofche conficieraticn) 113ve met YO'J. 

It is h~lled that fllture onts m~y not be [0 fra
n" nor fo forI11id~t)I~, if t}la!' (:()N~TITUTION' 
of f~oYf!rntnent tnctJld ce cflabl~fh:.(l. 'A'J~ich the 
hOll,)l1ral,!e CO'1"'!~ll{iotl ()f the ST l\ pr~~ h~, vc re
C(,nl!llendeli. The wi·'~;lf a!ll~ lc~/! ()f OtJr citi~ 
:lens, e!l:~em this LonU'1tlltlon, though not ~r 40 

fea, yet as 'V::trJ 1-tpitle, \\' itb ler!i;;.:rate, (;ller
gelic, pO!~ii(:dl ,,-i(llonl---l"h~y r~jui(c that fe. 
yen of the States 113\·e at·c~l)t~d it,and earn~:t
Iv \\ijh that it rt~ay f'Je" h3ve the 3I)prCJbatj()n 
of ALL-at Irali l\\'o nH.lre tf) COlllfleat the 
nUll~b~r r~liuirecJ (or its t{t~blifhnlent. 

COt!I.D its eflablilli,r.rnt, havr bern :i,l

J)~uI1ced by the Ch~p:jll 'i tue d'1YJ with fingulu 
p!cafure he would })a\'e congratuJclteU)'DI.r 113-

i16"rs,-:t.is rcfpeEtable as~~mbJy, his fcliuw 
citi~(ns) and country men, upon the auJplcious 
eY~nt.·--But tl10Ugh ile cannor, yet is pit'afrd 
with L'le proJpe el, tbat the J1readur on the 

• nex: 
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next anniverfary eleClion, may ha\ge the fatis
faction of doing it. 

~lEANwIJILE, tnay you Ge:1tlem~n, find no 
inf"~t·: ~ble tmbarra11iIlents, bu~ be able [0 dif4 
cover, ~.:~d adopt adeqlJate cemtdies, for c\·ery 
COlllplaint. 

'fo r~flore and maintain the public (aitb~ and 
credit In Jlecuniary matrers---do juftly to cree 
dirors---prOlllcte pe3C~ and \lrder---fupprcfl 
vice---reprove and rt:form (~bbath.brcakn.~ 
and th~ Ilegleders of pu~lic worJhip---patro
nize the intere{[ of learning ---and COUDlenaDCe 
rcligion,---Ibt fear of Ih, Loa D J are things 
m\lft importaDt,;lA1l1 witl t-Inploy your thoughts» 
after tile eledioDs of Ibis day arc oY~r. 

Arift FATfJERS, tbeft things !J,I,., t. " •• 
-The virtuous citizens of the State will 
be \vitll )'OU; and what is n1ore, GOD will be 
with )'ou---Be of goed "urage ",~d .,.,.. 

THE rxamples of ru)er~J have great iDftU
rncc upon th~ manners of the people. 

\VE expect, and ha,-e a right to expea. rt. 
/ig;'IIJ DlltJ froln you, tbeft will Olore cffe&a
ally recomlnrndJ and enforce the praaicc of 
religion, than any laws )'OU can mak~, Ibl/~. 
beh~ld not only in your public 3l1lniniftratioos, 
but alfo in priyate·lif~J wiJI be the moft forti-
ble lawa---thc moil eifcdual mcaAS of per!"ua4 

ding 
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ding others to fear GOD, and keep his com· 
lnandCllcnts. \. 

OUR text not only requires, that you 'fh~uld 
be ,,!J/~ .~lIJ but alfo juch as lear GOD. 

THE beft prtacbing will ordinarily be but to 
little purpoie, it rulers in g~neral by tlleir prac
tice fay, Ibe /ttlr of GOD is 1Iot btfor~ their tyCI. 
Gentlemen, "tIe are perf!ltld~d be/ter Il~ill ... '(S of 
7fJII, fllld Ibillgs tbal II,conlpoI1y .. fa!v .. 1/;1'··, 1.6ougb 
WI IbMJ Jptat. Under the influential guid
ance of th~t W!(doin, which is from abo~l}eJ may 
you thew yourlelves able "'tll,ju,h as fell' GOD, 
.t" Df IrMtb, bating CDVtIGMjizys; and may 
you receive the reward of faithful feryants, 
when removed (roln the prefcnt fphereJ and 
verge of mortality. Amen. 

My Fathers, and brethren of the C1era-vJ 
will candidly accept a ~cw .oras, addrefieJ'to 
lhem, if 51IJ !po/ct". 

Reverend Sirs, 

OUR. office is important, its duties rllffi~ult, 
",bQ ;s luJfi';~r.t fer tbtfe things? Aided by our 
DIVI ME MA.STER., our miniftry will not be in 
yain; his grace rherefore, lee us devoutly fo
licit, that we may be lerviceable to mankind. 

COUNTENANCED by civil rulers, we may 
fucccfafully recommend obedience to lawful 

authority 

.,. 
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authority--.the obfervance of the wholefomet 

and necc:ffJ.ry laws of the Srate--- r~l)rove y ic~ 
and imlnorality .. --fhew the ruinous tendtncy of 
difcolltent andfaCtion---and the falutary t!ffeCl:s 
of /ttzding quiet and pell,eatle li'ves In all todli
lItj:f, lind boneJy.---lf at propertimes we judi
cloufly treat thete fubj~CtsJand influence olhers, 
[0 pay a pra:tical regard to thel11, we mall be 
~jrcnt:aIJv ufeful to the COl111110nwealth • 

• 

OUR profeffion has been trc:ated with call. 
tempt. and infult. 

A~ [{unIt felicitated his time~, and boaftrd, 
tl1lt " the clergy had lolt their influ~nce"--. 
But ou·~h: it ever to be a matt~r of boa It, that 
a It.1",!t~! ';.'irfuo:u dt,.,'CI have )011: their inftu. 
t n .:t! ~ - - - ~ 1., ~ n~. t "" ," J t Ii (" \1 gil () f t he order, be 
a!}o\veJ hold~" yet d~(tlllly to atfirm, tJ13t when 
the- cier~~', 3rlJ that re!:g!on \\i1~ch ·they faith
fuJly I~reach, ha\·e bel.n 111f~!t J,t)noured, and 
ref:,,:cl.~{! t-JV a n~t:(jn) ,:/,tl; !/.:;:.'!Y .. < went lelf Il-,.. ~ 'J~ 

',IC·ilZ tl:t1il, art~J tll·:y \\rIe m'-.lft !,,:or~ourcdJ ~nd 
rc!~}~[~~d !)y nJ.tions ui\)t; 11J t!}~111. 

1'li is Siate fr()lll i!~ bt·g::-,:l~::~ h~s b:?en hap
py un(l~r the :nftu~n~-:c: or t:hr~tt!aI. BfSI-IOPS of 
[he aLi)V e Cl)i"l~)lex ~(Jn ; aaJd t..:(',~:5 ! { not much 
CO'1c\!rn U~J ihe })rC!C!lt jJ l Sf{U~)S eif :he church
es,tlllt \\'e art' good rr:~n~:l~r~ (,1 J ESt:S CI-iR.IST ? 
certainly It Jo~s. Cun\,ir.('t:d Jf ~his, let it be 
ou!'" !n\'~ri~ble aim, to prOITIote the civil i:l:er ... 
efts of the: ~;.1,e, ill th~ ways juft Inentiollrd. 

Bt;T 



[ ] 

}JUT we are not to flop h~re-tr.e fJ)iritt~al 
and et~rnal good of tllo1e comfllitted [0 our 
ch.arge, fboul .. 1 maft of all engage Qllr attt'nti ... 
on) ~nd rmplo)· our t:me and lalenrs Yi' e 
are t~ Jec/are all ILl! cou1fjtl of Guo, refpec! ing 
the r~cov~rv of ('ur finrul race, from the rl.lns 

~ 

of thr apottacy, th:-O'lgll a G I.OR I OlJ S CH r, 1ST. 

Y-o leflify rtJ.fn/a1!C! I07J.;'llrds Goo-faith to
'Wards ('i4r Lord 7t:/us GDrin-to ~xplainJ and 
urge Ihal holilleJs, ·~:;ilb,ul which "0 ",an /hal' 
Jte tbe Lord.-To ~ffirm conftantly the 
conn~aion between the n1eans of reJigion, and 
its exiilf:ncc '1 bis derogates not from the 
grace ufGOD, for h:s grac~ is not more exalt
fd by precluding all beneficial tendency of 
means, than by allowing it, fincc the means, 
and theIr operation are fronl him. M~ans are 
appointed; but if ot no fervice, why were they 
appointed? 

IN our preacl1ing Jet us keel) clore to the 
'llJord flf ,~re, dnd ()ec)3re its truths, in th(ir na
tive purity, ana !i!ll}Jlicity. 

Ahara .. 1: reafoning!, metaphilical (peculati. 
ons Inay ~:nut~ 1cHl1e, llut cannot lifofit any, 
l.ke tll~ l~iair, eaj\-, anj Olrl(,jc trtlrbs of chrif
ti-la1ity; /.~lt:';?1 \,,'~11 c~n· l!-,i IIJllct, Jalt inl~ cornfort 
to cieVollt (ouls h~)\.·erli'g lln the vt:rge e)f Ilf~J 
whil~ IJ)~/c) 1 n (!1 ~) f~ 'Iem n 1.Oll:-, wi II I'Jfs a v,,·ay 
tiS a 7J&j~n fJ/ IlJ! ;~-i~ b/-In a ·.\·t;r\~, Jet us preach 
'be: e1f~ntIJl fU:ld~\:jl~nt~\l truths of t:le gofpcl, 

1/;, 
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~I •• /illr,baZ,/e riebti 'I Cbrij, and tr.i: all. 
botb high and lowJ rtJlcrs;, an\! ruled, thac un· 
~fl they rtpm~, and lJelit':Jt, and i,II,. _/1" 
',Iiilgs they cannot be faved. 

THE time to fulfil our miniftry is 1hort, we 
like the prielts of old,arl "111 juffirld 10 CD1I1;,,". 
j~ rltljfJ1I of I,..tb-prcfcntly,wl: know not how 
foon, we muft go tb, tII.J flJbtlltt WI jh.11 ",t 
rllllr.-Ibt WdJ which our departed fathers. 
and brethre:1 have gnne--thl waJ which thole 
uuly re(peaable, and eminent minifters o( 
Chrift:· have gODC, who have died finee tl~e 
laft Elcftion. 

~fA T W~ be diligent, and faithful, that we 
may be 1'""4 in p,att, wItboul JPII, "nd 111",.,. 
I!ls ., tbe'Dllling D/ tlllr Lo&D J i:SUS CHili ST. 

Amen. 

AN tddrers to the Airembly at large clorca 
the difcourle. 

Men, Brethren, and Fathen. 

TN. ~quifitts to form tht charaB:er of good 
rulers have b~cn laid before you, let thelD have 
place in your memories, that thofe perfons Inay 
ha'tc ~our fulfrages, in futlJre elections, who 
are IIblt ",e", fll,h as ftar GOD, me" Df truth. 
bt.:;., cOVtloIlJne!s. Th~y who arc dtticient In 
there, or arc vicioUI, and immoral, arc at once 

to . . -- -
• JI't. N-.II·n j.,j,dI--T("III1~" ~""e,.... VY ""amh 
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to be reprobattd. One or thtfe req u i fites, vi2. 
the I'~r Df GOD, or rtiigio. is the ,., IlIi", ""J. 
lid (or ev.:ry one, of whatevtr age, or charac-
ter. Happincfs in time, and throu~h eternity 
depends Up09 it.-THIS, we nritt.r.: fhould 
laave mentioned, nor urged had we ·neant, to 
eourt the appiaufe of tbofe, who val·~e "hem
(elves as being toO polite, to be re'~ious ...... 
This is thei~ language--'C To fup!XJi ~ perron_ 
e, of r.fbicm, (wayed in th~ir condutt, oy arc. 
C( gud to religion, is an afff~·nt co ~he citIica
cr ey, and refinements of a modrft ta{le" --
HcnceJ they deride the ordinances of Heaven 
-the day eet apart by the Jaw (,f GOD, and 
their country J for wor9lippillg tht' deity i. 
treated as a vulgar, obfolete inftirurion--.. 
~uld you recommend to them, that (ilnily 
~evotioll which began tlte mGrnings, and con
cluded the evenings of thei~ pious anceflors. 
JOu would become tJae obJeBs of tht.lr P' ty ~ 
if Dot cODtempt. Had our obje& be~n the 
gratification of Ibt/I perronl we mllft hav~ al)()
Jogizcd for the rudenefs, of even llinting It re
ligion as nec~lrary, fDr tJ", "'Iy. But know
ing fI1~ 1II11ft {peak 1101 liS pleafing mtll, D"f (jeD 
fIIh, trittb Dllr b~",'s, we 4Ilrc bold in afl~rt. 
ing, the neceffity of r~ligionJ and ill fa, ~;g. 
thatfllth .ode/l DUS oughr never to be r~ ·ed 
to poils of honour, ar.d truft-na e

, , fhOl:!..1 ~ny 
after being raifcd thereto, be fO.'~ll' Iu, h. lee 
Ihem fpccd~ly be removed, as t;t,tcrJy Ull \~ ~}r

&by 
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thy the public confidt"nee~ and left to 1IIr4 
with t~e'r likl, in IrrelIgion and vice. 

SH',)ULD Indliference, as to tbe charaaer or 
rtlt~rs ever ~come fafhionaf)le, ~r the prefer. 
ence given th~re who Clft ofF:he (caro(GoD"-
make light of Chrlft---his religi~n---laws ,and 
ordinanc~i·-~that it would beco!r.e thore who 

htale i~ 'he .a.t D/tb, LoJlD, on fuch oceafi
ons as Ibi.l

. t-fpecially,to urge With pathos, the . 
. Deceffi~y of ,ulera having the fecond r".ifiI6 
G)Ot31nN In our text-And ther would be 
(aul[~ If" th(y did not. 
· EXCi.LLENT, my fellow-citizens is the Con
·fiitu[ion of our Stale, with a great fum It wu 
obtainc.l by our wortr.y FOlllfATHBllS, aDd at 
the cxpeR~"e of much blooct,and trea{ure it has 
~n lk(CJ1{itd~anct preferved--The footfteps of 
.• k;n~:t a'&ll!gtlty Pt(Jvid~nce are co be traced. 
in uni:lng, and Jefc::nuing thefe State\, \vhen ~n
"Ql ved 10 the hQrrors of war .-ralfing them 
to freedotn,and independence,rcftoring P£Aca. 
~d hitherto continuing it-.and aJfo in -the 
.profpe8-,of foon h3ving an 11llrgelic.gofJerlllllt".t 
c:ftabhfhed •. May our.gratitude (or t&e grea~ • 
.-nd good things which have been done for US~ 
be evidenced by a wife, and difcr.eet improv~
ment of our conltitutional priviledges. 

THI rilhtof ekfting rulers and repreG:ata.. 
tivel, is oar',. We cannot reafonabl, .Hh to 
dea ehem ofaacr than we do. 

W ~&N called CO clca reprcCeatatiRS, let 
mea 

• 



[ ] 

me·n be the objtCls of our choice, who have the 
requifit~s recemmended in our text: They 
who have Illtm, will not nc~d the injlrtt!1;D1J1 
of their {o1ljiitullIIJ, to regulate their votes in 
General Atfeml1lv. . 

By a prol~er ufe ()f the r; ~ht f.r el~aing ru. 
Jers and rt-prrfe'ltativts. ,,:t 111~y obtain the rc .. 
dr~rs t)f ~n~9 real grlevan't~ 
HE~ ,--~ re~l.)rrJn~~ to ar,ns and 'laining our 

han·.~s w,~h t)~.'l)d, is q'Jitc n~cdlcfs-Nay, it is 
a Crl(ll~ ~.ll~n li~f~'-ves the I~v~rtjl 'lJIlIge'Il'-'. 
in r~·~: p,)wer ()f a StelLe to inflict. 

THE iaft y~arJ~ f)filrazts oppcjit;DII to govern. 
menr, In a lUigbulJ1I1·'ng ,·&IIImOllWlflllb, viewed 
in its nature, a!ld tendcncle5, fhould lead us 
to abhor fattioD, and its promoters, and abet
ters. \\~ hether the lenity of government to .. 
wards the leaders of that rebellIon, is confiftent 
with good policy, is a queftioa, which by and 
by will be faithfully anfwered by T I HI, tho 
beLt: apofitor of events, . 

THE difappointcd~ and reftlers, perrons or 
broken fortune~J and charaaers, will at times 
excite, and foment difi:urbances ; and undrr 
the guife of patflotifm, call (or the r~dre(1 of 
pretended grievances, with. view to gratify 
their avaric~, or ambition. Cfh!jt, when 
formed into little political clubs, and allow· 
~d [0 lead otht'rs, as IJneafy, anct mifchiev .. 
oufly inclined as thelnfel':~s, are always trou
bl 'rs of a State, and fnould be ~eatcd as .,tIlJ 
ill {ociety. . WHAT 
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WSA-r Heaven'. will is concrrning perrOPII 

of this complexion, is manifeil: (rom that edi~ 
of its grear rulrr, to all his loyal fubjeas--
.~ ak, IU Ibll'~lsJ Ihl lilli, 1(J~ts Iblll /1';/ IN 
"inls, for o.r 'Uinls hll'Vl 1I1u/,r gTlll'S. q, de 
ce diligently look after thcte mitchlCVOUI onel, 
II take them in their early craft, check thelU 
" in their beginnings, while they are yet little 
., foxes, fmall whtlps; knowing their craft 
" and fubtilty, windings and turning., ihiftl 
el and evafions ; timely guard againft them. 
" detea their frauds, ufe every effort that ther .c might be taken and kept from doing (ur-
., ther mifchef. " · 

TRANKPUL. let us be (or our priviJedgel, 
and careful to CfJltivate and cherifll the vinues 
of ci"illi(e~Let us encourage the hearts of r0-

len, and ftrengthen their hands, by appeariDI 
in their defence and for their (upporr, while 
they fhew themfclves ",i"ij", 01 GOD I'" ",I 
IIJ III. 

By i.JuJI" and /r.,,,lil] let us aim co im~ 
prove what we are already poffe1Ted o( to· the 
ben: advantage, that we may keer what we al
r.eady 6llayt, as well as acquire more. Aidccl 
by tbtjl, agricu)tureamanufac!urcs, and tra8ick 
WIll ftourilh ; and we 1hall be able in due 
·cime, to have the neceffaries and cODveaieRCt!l 
.rlife in fuch plenty and variety, as to render 
the imponatioQ of them from forejgn nations, 
le& llecclWy. 

DILIGlllel 
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1)'111 QlMel in our callings, retrenching Uft~ 

.ecefftry tKpcnr~s---lj"ing withIn, and not be~ 
-JORd o.ur :nco Dcs-avoiding extravagancc,and 
cliffipation, will make us an opulent happy pe~ 
pie. 
- .l\,LL.wJa~ther high er low, rich or poor. have 
Wt1tk co du. Let ilODC 1.,lbt b"ad 'I idlmt!A,. 

LIT rl\l: d."j,,,, s da.gbllr s, how~vcr a~\l
eDt .lh;:fr ,irc-umtlances may be, thInk It dllrCJ-

'(»u ~ .l:). e) to /;t/t lDI) oJ ."ti jl:1 Jt. ~"d '(JJfi~" flJilli"". 
-Ij' 'llJ1!b thezr bands, bv J~plYlng ~~lenl I, 1111 
tpilldJ" or wich them baldillg Ib~ dijloff. ARd 
to enrolee this) l~t it ~ .rem~.nbred·in~t DO 1$ 
• woman than [he 'l\'o:her of kIng Lemuel did 
i>, or -"(tominen,1ed jt. 

LET u~J '~/p6!1td b,arlr's, do all th~ good we 
_re cl..,~ble of ,toing. A /"t:g' rlw.rd awaite 
all w.hu 90 .I«b gD,a. 

The 'conneCtion between time, and eterni
tyJ M r~l, and important.-The intened~ 
en~owlnen~s, and Inoral purfuits· of chOre of 
Odr raor,'wlio partake of thl rt}l .b.tll ,.,''';., 
.,., t61 ,,.pl, ..t GOD, are douhtlcfs, aaalogoul 
10 ttlfife Ih~ had in this world.--The r1eafult 
of their bhfs lier" is apportioned ro their it1\~ 
prov~ts in virtue her,·· .pJeafing thought. ""',,-to ~9fttemplatiyeJ devout minds; and 
.<Nld niCe defi~s for the fublimeft'knov-'ledg~ 
in -,he jmprovement of iDtelle4daJ powers j 
and- ierwe to regdlare moral purfuia, -by the 
Iri&eft: yirtuc: in doing Co, we IIWIJ 1fith rea. 

COD 
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,,~ tXpea eapacicici th,~t, wonderfUll,.ea11tIlft· 
~dJ and fitted to operat~ with the Utnloll faciU
Iy, in moft c:xten.five 1pheres. 
• THE joys of H.A Y.M~ con{jf1: nnt In .il •• · 
nfl" ;lIdfJltlltl, nor jlD;c.1 Ilpatby, nor nlbltfiaJ· 
1ft rdplllrtS, nor in the fenfual grillti6catioDS or 
the Korall-But in conformity to the image of: 
GOD-doioi his will~ and enjoying him. 

THB rewards of eternity, were of old· much: 
Confined by "h.;, pride, or policy, to ,debrale 
,onqucrorsl and leg:O .. tors. · 

BUT chriftianity announces iJkffi'"~J to th&' 
"irtuoul of all nations, caplciti~sJ ftations, .... · 
ages; ;1 a1fures all the devout /.IJtJVJw s ..t ,,,, 

. M.j·of GOD~ moving either in the highe-r, or
_II' IIsilclofhumanlt1J that the C'fI'lIIlI " lif,. 

bMl1.'I, that ill the GREAT RISING DAY • 
. .., &all be happy in their whole ~rtonsJhap. 
" ia ,.opartion to their pllet J on the (cale 0( 
It I dIe. -'heN. . 

BOT DOt (0, fbal1 it be with the ungodly. 
abofc who would nflr that Chrift fhouJd reigQ, 
Overthrm -tndlcrs forrow will be their portion. 

Is the I>r cf~nt Jife thul eonneCled with the" 
lutUre' D~ reliSlon lead to bal'pinefs? Irre
ligion ro o1ifrr., 1 Then let us chufe and prac
"Ie the /_ra t,., arid guard againft the /1l11". 
that our futu.-ea rxiftence may be happy. By: 
religion,not 0 n Ii nur fpiritua), and eternal In·· . 

I"eft wiU be pi tJln<*d, but our temporal alf~l' ; 
l~r ._ . 

• 
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for it (Uyes to render us uf" ful, and ornamen
cal members of fociery. 

l.ti,ltt UI invariably aim to be, fo long u 
it Jhall pleafc GOD, in fIIbDjI blind Dur IJrt41b i ••. 
to continue us in this world.-But let us not 
chicH,lDDk IIlbe Ihinf,s whi,h .rlftt", Ilntl .r, 
II.p.ral : for our chIef, our &reat~ft intereft 
lies in " l1etllr t,."I", thaI ;/, 4. blav",ly~ to 
.11~ch may our fouls, on the wiogs of faith. 
and contemplation often (oar. While on earth, 
may cllr t''''lJtrjalio", our citizenfhip II, i. He •• 'IJ"'. And may we have the ItjlimfJ9J the- firll: 
of the hUlnan race had, c, wllo wtnc not down. 
wards to the fky" which was this, '1 bot h, 
,lIa/,tI GOD. Our ambition can By at no 
higher. nor better marItthan tht pllt1fi1ll tb., 

, Bri.g,who made ulJand willjudge us. Thougb 
it would be prcrumptjon~ to expect fuch a par .. 
lage from earth ro Heaven, as l£lIo,h had; yet 
jf we have a like Itjli",Dny, that we pl~afe 
GOD, we may retl &,ffurld, tt:at whtn Dur tllrlh .. 

b taher"aclls foall 6, a'.fJol·ved, 'WI/hall inti Ih, 
lJ"iitl;lIg D,f GOD, tbe bcitfe n~1 mad, witb btlnJs. 
"erna/ i. tbe H1AvlNs. 

NDw ""to hi", tbllt is ahle to Itttp tiS fro. 
'al!i;l.~, and to pr~Jt"l us JOI4/I/t/S lit/ore Ibl prl. 
jt'll't ~f ",s gloTJ, wilh ex,eedlng jDJ i "th, Ii.· 
IJ wife GuD" ~ Sa'lJI~Ur, be gJ9Y)) atJ#_lljtftJ' .. 
~_,,.;,,, (Uld~·PQwe"J 1;,lb nO'wJ and e~er. 

I 
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