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.

r H E Iiberty which 1 take, of {fending
the foliowing Sermon from the prefs, with a
dedication to the firft Magiflrate, is not from
the thought, that1 can, in any wayv, add to
a reputation, {o high as his, in our own coun-
try and throughout the world ; but for a ufc,
which arifes out of my argument,

The relation which I have afferted of reli-
“gion to civil policy, is well known to be confi-
dered as chimerical by fome; while it is con-
templated by others, asinvolved in whatever
relates to the profperity of the commonwealth,
Ifa queftion fhould be raifed, concerning the
fenfe of the governments under which we live,
1t cannot be denied, that perfons of the latter
defeription may appeal to many particulars, in
law aud in pradtice, which can be defended
ou no other ground, than that of the propriety
of the f{tates availing itli1f of the religious
principle in the minds of its citizens, in . vder
to anfwer the purpofes of its inftitution. When,
therefore, in addition to conftantly operating
{anétions, we Lear the voice of our country
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calling on us to aflemble, for the expre:s defign,

of offering our acknowlcdgmcnts to the Al
mighty Ruler of the Univerie, for his profper-

ing of its counicls, and of invoking the conti-
nuance of his mercies ; it is another fanction of
the latter opinion, whlca the advocates of it
cannot fail to notice, as being to their purpole ;
efpecially if it be aided by the reputation ot
tuoie from whofe 'mthorlt} it procceds.

It cannot have efcaped the notice of avy,
that, fince your elevation to the {cat of {u-
preme Executive authority, veu have, in your
official capacity, on all fit occalions, directed
the pubiic attention to the Being cmd thc Pln—

vigence of God: And this nnphus a fenfe, as
_WCH of the rclation, which nations, In thc‘ir
"colledtive capacities, bear to him, their Su-
preme Ruler ; as of the reiponfibility to him of
corthly Governors, for the cxecution of the
trulls committed to them.  Even had fuch ac-
knewledgments come from any one, wholie
converfation or whef: cm*"u& Wore in oppo-
fition to the principle mqm <5 fuli they might
have been pleaded, 25 an homage'to the trut‘l
extorted by exifting sz‘cumih. nces or by fome
felifh views; at the expence of the violation
of theory, or elff: of the crimination of the per-
fon. In the prefent inflance, it is to my pur-
pefe to remari ; and, lmt for tms circumttance
1 fhould not now rc marx it; that an wuimpeach-
cd fincerity of chieradier, (.LCt\IﬂpAhhd by the
rublic ac \nqwh(’ nent of 2 Divive Being, not
attached to {tadull but cvidenced throushout
Iite, warrants, onevery rule of cvidence, a
much {irenger ceudiruéuon, Ve have a right,
to apply the teftimeny of fuch a character, as
the refult of an enlightened confcience; and
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to think it an advantage to our caufe, to pto-
nounce, that a mind, whxch has embraced all
the civil intereits of the American people, has
not overlooked therelation which they all bear,
to the great truths of religion and of morals.
On this ground, Sir, I prefumed, in the foi-
lowing difcourfe, delivered in your prefence,
apply the fummons under which we wei.
iembled, to the doltrine which it was my ob-
~jeét to eftablith : In doing which, it could not
elcape my recollettion, that the fanttion would
come, with efpecial weight, befere a Congre-
catlon, who have been witnefles of a corref-
pondent conduct of the perfon, in his atten-
dance on divine worfhip among them, during
the frequent occafions of his temporary refi-
dence 1n-this city, within the twenty years
lalt paft. For the truth of the conflru®ion of
the 2& of government, the preacher only is
refponfible : 'T'he right of making the conftruc-
- tion, if it be done with dccency, feemed to
come within his privileges as a citizen: And
for any cenfure he might hazard, as to the pro-
priety. of the reafoning, he was Wl”ll]g to com-
mit himfelf in that reipe&@; confidering, as he
did, that the point intended to be eftablifhed,
was not mere matter of {peculation, butinvol-
ved important duties of civil rulers and equal-
ly 1mportant rights of Chriftian minifters:
'The former, as a confor mity to profeflions
brought ior\\q “d to the public €ye ; and the
latter, as giving us an opportunity to remind
our ClVll {uperiors, when occafion and profpeét
of ulctulnefs occur, of practicing duties, which
with a view to tll(, lmpvuucis of the C1V11 {tate,
they, oflicially and with great pmprxety, xe-
commend to us aud to cur cenpregations,
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- From this ftatement of circumftances, the
defign, and, 1 hope, the propriety of the Dedica-
tion, muft be evident, Itis, Sir, that in proof of
a point, which I believe to be effential to the
‘duties and to the telicities of public and of
private life, 1 may, in the moft explicit and
pointed manner that occurs to me, avail myfelf
of the aids which I think 1 difcovef ‘in the
meafures of your adminiftratien and in the
weight of your character : A ufe of humanp
authority, which cannot be objected to, as in-
applicable to the fubject; becaufe it is of the
eflence of my argument, that, in cvery per-
manent government. civil rulers will be drawn
to confeis the principle aflerted; either, as in
~ the prefent mitance, by a declaration of truths
~ believed and felt; or, as may happen, by a
- cempliance with what they fuppofe to be popu-
Jar prejudices and weaknefs. And this is a cir-
‘cumflance, which 1 apply in proof, that my
doétrine is involved in, and infeparable from
focial order,

The time, Sir, may come, and I belicve it
muft come, when the doctrine here maintained
will be held & much more linportant fubjedt,
- than it has yet been, of political invcﬁigation :
and when the acknow ledging of 1t will be de-
monitrated by talts; to be a traite in the cha-
ralter of the enlightened ftatefinan and in that
of the virtuous citizen, In that event, 1t will
be no finall part of the praifc ot the chief ma-
giftrate of the profent day, that, as the refult of
his own judgment and confiftently with hisown
pratice, he wuade acknowledgments, which
are in contrarity to a theory, that fetsopen the
flood-gates of Linmorality,
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What is more, the time will aﬂ'uredlv come
in another ftate of being ; and I cannot fup-
pofe that the perfonage whom Iam addrefling
has a doubt of the certainty of it ; when the
recollection of having upheld the interelts of
religion and of virtve will be a more fubftanti-
al confolation, than any now artiing from the
mcrited gxatltude of fellow citizensand the ap-
plauies of diltaut natious.

That vou may cu]ov that beit reward of your
prefent fabors; and that the remainder of vour
life may be crowned with a meafive of felicity,
propor tioned to the glory of the paft period of
1ty is, S, the fincere wiih aud the devout

prayer, of your rcipedtiul, aficGionate and oh-
liged humbie fervant,

VVILLI--\M WHITE,
Feb, 20th, 1795,




ADVERTISEMENT,

TH E Author of the following Sermon
confented to the Publication of it, at the re-
queft of many whom he efteems ; and particu-
larly, of his Brethren, the Epifcopal Clergy in
this City : A requeft, which, confidering the
nature of the {ubject and the reafons given for
the publication, he could not refufe ; without
confcioufiicls of a degree of fenfibility to the
cenfure or the indifferenceof the public, which,
nerhaps, would be a greater fault than ano-
ther, to avoid the imputation of which, he has
evaded many other applications, for the com-
mitting of Difcour{cs to the Prefs,




DEUT. xxXX11i. PART OF 27,

«THE ETERNAL GOD 1S THY REFUGE,
«AND UNDERNEATH ARE THE
« EVERLASTING ARMS.”

-

- I WILL bcgm Wlth a confe{ﬁon,
which, if it fhould be offenfive to any, cannot
confiftently be fo te thofe, who have given their
attendance on the prefent occafion. It isthis :
that, however I revere the appointment under
which we are affembled, and value the pious
purpofes which it ftates; yet I rejoice in it,
not fo much for its more immediate and declar-
cd ufes, as for the oppofition in which it will
ftand to the opinion, maintained by many,
that there is no neceflary connedtion; between
civil government and religion ; or, in other
words, between the auties of the focial ftate,
and thole which arc fuppofed to be the diétates
of devotion. Thisis an opinion, which has
- been fet up, at different tiines, by infidelity and
by fanaticifm, as it has {uited their 1eipcdm,
B
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purpofes : It has gained ground, in our day,
amonyr thofe who are no enemies of focial ox-
der ; but who, difgulted at the abufes, to which
religion has been proftituted by power, fee no
remedy for them, but in the oppofite un*ried
extreme : To all; thercfore, who think they
difcover, in that extreme, the {eceds of the diffo-
lution of morals and of government, it muft
te agreeabie to contemplate an appoiutment,
grounded on the contrary important truth ; and
which, iffuing from the firft branch of the fe-
deral government, and being honoured and at-
tended to by the other branches of it, may
be confidered as the opinion of the nation, de-
livered to us by its conftituted authorities, that
it is bound to acknowledge the prefiding Pro-
vidence of God : to cultivate his favour by
ats of worfaip ; and to imprefs on the public
mind, that %nfz of his perfefions, which is
the higheft {andtion of theduties of individuals,
to the commoawealth, and to one another.

Were my opinion, on this {ubject, other than
what hay been frated, 1 fhould find it continu-
ally contradicted in the Scriptures. For we
are told, on that high authority,—* they who
‘“ rule over men, thould rule in the fear of
“ God* ;" and, ¢ by him kings reign, and
¢ princesdecree jufticet;"” a fentiment alike ap-

* 2 Oam. 23, a. + Prov. 8, 13.
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plicable to the adminiftrators of public autho-
rity, under every form, or by whatever name ;
and it ishe,  who {peaks the word concerning
¢ {tates and kingdoms ;”—to ¢ build and to
¢ plant,” on the one hand, and “¢ to pluck up
¢ and deftroy,*” on the other. And in the
New Teftament, however far the kingdom of
its divine anthor, from being that of this world,
yet it has an influence on its affairs, in the in-
junéion it gives, “to be fubjeit not cnly for
¢¢ wrath, but alfo for confcience fakeT ;" and in
its affirming, of magiftrates, that they are
¢ God’s minifters},” defignated to their ftations
by his Providence. |

Thefe authorities, and many others to the
purpoie, however far from confounding religion
and human policy, in refpect to their fanctions,
and the f{tates of being to which they belong,
yet fhew, that the two fubjefts arz contemplat-
ed by revelation, as having an action and re-
ation on one anotner. |

Among the many places to my purpofe, are
the words of my text. 'They are thofe of the
Jewifh Law-giver ; when, having {een his peo-
ple borne (asitisfaid) ¢ on Eagles’ wings,”
and. now on the verge of the promifed land ;
and when,having taken a view from the top of

* Jer, 1, 10t Rom, 12, 5. F Rom. 19, 6.
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Pifgah, of countries on which he was not to ean-
ter, he contemplates, in prophetic vifion, the
future fortunes of the nation; and, in fome of
the ftrongeft fymbols of eaftern poctry, def-
cribes them, fuch as they afterwards caine to
pafs. Of this exalted firain, my text is a very
{fmall part. 1 have taken it, merely for the
acknowledgment it contains, of the relation
of the nation to their hcavenly King ; in their
being the {ubjedtsof his proteting and blefl-
-iIng providence. Ard therefore, I fhall fay no
more in the way of comment, but proceed to
the objcit of this difcourfe : Which is, to
thew,

ift, The fan&tions which government may
extend, to the encouragement of religion and
the praciice of its duties ;

2dly, The aids, which religious duties muit
bring, to the fupport of government and the
accomplifiment of its rightcous ends ; and

3dly, The joint effe® of both thefe confide-
rations, on the pun pofe, for which we are, this

day, affembled.

1{t. I am to thew, the f{anétions which go-
vernment may extend, to the encouragement
cf religion, and the pradtice of its dutics,
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One way, is by acknowledging religion to
be the bafis of its exiitence,

That this is fo, needs no other proof, than
that government arifes out of the wants of fo-
ciety, in all its poflible circumitances: For it
follows, that the relation between rulers and
the people, or, if you will, between the public

and the individuals feverally who compofe it,
is as evident as that between hufband and
wife, or that between parent and child, or any
other : all which relations, exifting as they do
" in nature, point to the will of the God of na-
ture, asthe fource cf the duties they involve,

The evidence of the relation thus aflerted is
not weakened, by the confidering of the civil
{tate, under the notion of a focial compadtt.
For although exprefs or implied compact be
the origin of the forms of governmentand of the
titles of thofe who govern § yet, itis not left to
compact, whether there fhall be government ;
but it arifes from that property of our nature,
by which we are focial beings and therefore
can never be denied, as an appendage te the
human condition ; unlefs it be contended, that
it is more agreeable to the order of nature, to
feek our refpeétive abedes in the recefles of
forefts 3 not to leave them, except to prey on
other animpals and on one another ; and to re-
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tire from our bloody meals fatiate and fullen,
to our dens,

But no: It is a charalteriftic of man, that
he is a focial being : Society however, cannot
exift, without government: which, therefore,
refts on the will of God, who crdained fociety
and qualified us for its enjoyments. Is it not,
then, an inftance of the propitious influence,
which religion may look for from the civilftate,
that it fhould acknowledge itfelf, to have been
created by her pleafure, and to be fupported by
her commands? The {criptures, alike exad in
tracing the origin, asin defining the limits of
our duties, have drawn the line of diftinction
on the prefent fubjeé; in declaring zovernment
to be, in refpeét to the forms under which itis
adminiftered, *the ordinance of man*;” and
vet, in refped to the foundation on which it
ftands, “ordained of GodT:” a foundation,
which cannot be fhaken, without the deftroy-
ing of every veitige of moral obiigation ; as
well from the adminiftrations of thofc who go-
vern, as from the {ebmiffion and the obedicrnce
which they require.

2dly. Another aid, which religion may re-
ceive from government, is in the good exam-
ples of thofe, by whom its powers are exercifed.

* 1 Pet. 2, 13. t+ Rom. 13, 1.
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However apparently true in theory, the en-
comiuns made on man, asa being governed by
reafon; yet, when brought to the ftandard of
pratice, it muit be confefled, that he is much
oftenér governed by prejudice, or by paflion,
or by fancy; or, by what combines them all,
a propenfity to imitation. There can be but
little occafion todemenflrate, thathigh ftations,
with their ufuzl attendants of wealth, of patron-
age, and of real or fuppofed abilities, muft be
powerful incentives to an imitation of the
virtues of thofe who fill them : And ifit couid
be doubted, it might be feer to be the refult of
a correlative fa&t, that can have been unobfer-
ved by few, I mean the frequent effet of the
vices of fuch perfons, in the corrupting of the
minds and the morals of their dcpendants, of
their companions, and in proporticn as their
fpheres extend, of the public generally. There
arifes, indeed, from this view of the fubjed,
the awful truth, that even {plendid benefits to
{fociety give wus, fometimes, an inadequate
ground, on which to judge of the general ufc-
fulnefs of the charaters, by whom they have
becen atchieved., Moralifts teil us, to call no
man happy, before his death : But to dctermine
on hisufcfulnefs, we muft go beyond that peri-
od ; and form a probable citimate of the eficéts
of his a2&tions, on his fellow men, in ages to
come; aye, and on tieir condition in that ftate,
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in which both they and he fhall anfiver, for
¢ the things done in the body.” If, while he
was dazzling—perhaps benefiting them by his
lIabours, he was corrupting them by his exam-
ple ; If his children, his fervants, his fricnds,
in fhort all who either from connedtion, or from
the eminence of his ftation, had their notice
drawn to him, knew nothing of his acknow-
ledging of a God, than whatarofe from a pro-
fanation of his name; if they beheld him li- -
ving in the habitual neglet of thofe acts of de-
votion, by which alone it can be made venera-
ble to the mafs of mankind, and by which a-
Ione they can be trained to the practice of its
duties ; and if the poifon of This urngodiy living
be {preading over the body politic, to the de-
praving of its members and perhaps, before
Iong, to the downfal of the government, which
it is his boaft to {fcrvey in regard to all, who,
in this picture, ftand confefled, could we fee
them, with the whole aflemblage of their ac-
tions ; looking back to the motives from which
they {pring and to the confequences in which
they end ; it would be a ferics of mifchiefs, for
which no fervices can atone.,

But to turn afide from thisrepreflentation, of
what civil rulers may do by a corrupt conduct,
I rather delight in reminding thofe whom the
prefent occafion has brought together, of what
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they may do, by their oppofite good example,
They may, by the profeflion and the prattice
of religion, fhew them to be as ornamental to
the private charaler, as they are effential to
the peace and the profperity of the ftate: they
may make irreligion and immorality as unfa-
fhionable, as they are bafe: they may extend the
opinion, until it fhall be as univerfal asitis true,
that fociety has nc fure hold of a man’s integri~
ty, but by motives which addrefs themfelvesto
his confcience : they may expofe the folly and
the mifchiefs of the ailertion, that a bad man
in private life is not, on that account, the worte
citizen or ruler of the ftate. They maydoall
_this; and therefore, to fay nothing of their re-

{fponfibility for a good, which Providence has
~ connetted with their ftations; the pofition is
true, that government may extend this benefit
to religion, thro’ the medium of the good ex-
amples of thofe, who are entrufted with the ad« -
miniftration of its powers.

3dly, Itmay effeét thefame, by laws, I'mean
{fuch laws, asare for the {fuppreifion of immoral
condult : it being this and not the confcience,
to which laws apply. I mean, further, {fuch
laws, as encourage bodies of men, affociated
for the purpofes of devotion and of charity, and
which maintain them in their rightsand their
properties, And if any one fhould extend the

C
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- fentiment, to fuch laws, as exift in the eaftern
-parts of this union, affording to bodies of the
- defcription ftated, a more pofitive and direct
aid, I know of no principle of government,
that can interfere 3 and thereis fo much credi-
bly faid, of the good crder, and of the good
morals refulting, as not to permit me to doubt
their ufefulnefs. But I wifh, on this point, to
exprefs myf{elf withrefcove 5 and tolimitthe pri-
vilegeof the citizen, by the decorumof the mini-
ftry. Itisthe beliefof Chriftians, thattheir church
~is “‘the {tone {f. om the mountain, made without
% hands,” which fhall furvive all the revolutions
of {tatesand kingdoms; and ¢ {tand for ever.*”
They kuow, that it will exift, independently
on the policy of the world; but whether this
will obtain its righteous ends, without the fanc-
tions and the precepts of the other, may be
doubted. In what way, if atall, that aid thould
be applied, mult be left to the community, thro’
the medinm of their public funétionaries. To
us, asChriftians, it only belongs, to implore tie
Divine Being, thatin this and in every other line,
they may have wifdom to difcern and grace to
accomplifh the high ends of their delegation.
In the mean time, left the fentiments now ex-
prefled fhould be conftrued to a meaning, fo-

? Dano 2’ 349

—
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rcign to that of him who utters them ; it may

be proper to declare, that they are confidered

as independent onany alliance, by which, either

the magiitrate may make religion the engine of
defpotifm, or by which the priefthood may a-
vailitfelf of his authority, to eftablifh a domi-

rion over confciences. The firft, wherever

the evil exifts, partakes of the charatter of that

bealt in the Revelation, to whom ¢ the dragon

“gavchispower and feat and great authority*:”.
and the latter has;the properties of that other
beaft in the fame book, ¢ whighrhad two horns

“like a lamb and fpake like a dragont{.” Still

the juflt and reafonable obje&tsof religion and of
civil policy are, in part, the fame; and there-
fore, the onec may extend its falutary influence

to the other. I pretend not either to preicribe,

or to limit the extent in which they may be ex-
pecied to co-operate ; any further than to pro-
nounce, that either of them is mifapplied, \y?henf
ever its venerable name is made a cover, for
mcafures which violate the high demands of juf-
tice, or of mercy, or of civil and religious
freedom.,

But while I wifh to {upplicate, with modefty,
the fan@tion which government may extend to
rcligion 3 1 will adopt, under the fecond head
of my difcourfe, the higher tone of confidence,
as to the aids, which religion muft bring to go-

* Rev. 13, 2.t Rev. 13, 11,




vernment : muft, in the ftriteft ienic; inre-

gard, not only to the fure tendency of religi-

- ous duties, but to the impoflibility, that fociety
fhould exift without them.

The way to demonfirate this, is to point out
{ftveral inftances, in which the influence of re-
~ ligious principle and of religious duties is deep-
ly felt; and then to fubmit to every under-
ftanding, whether, confidering the difficulty of
reftraining the paflions of mankind, within the
beunds neceffary to the focial ftate, even with
thefe zids, it is credible, that the objeé can be
accomplifhed without them.

The firft proof 1 thall give, is, that religion
is the proper principle of all duty; it heing
beyond the ingeruity of man, to devife ano-
ther, that fhall extend to all times and to all
cafes. Is it pofible, then, that a regard :c the
Being who {ees in fecret, that powerful grinci-
ple, whicli munifefls itfelf ir perfonal concudt,
in domeflic duties, in thort, in all che affaivs of
private life, may be fpared from the high de-
partments of the public? That there is ao call
for it, in the exercile of public rights, nror in
the enacting of public law, nor in the adm nif-
tration ot public juflice, nor in the expenditure
of puolic treafure ?
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"The argument derives weight, from the ac- |
knowledgment made bty the wileft ftatefmen
of different times and countries; of there being
the imperfection .inhercut to government,
that it is, in itfelf, infufficient to its objects;
ewing to the innumerable occafions, in which
the temptations to injury either have no coun-
terpoife in the danger of deteftion, or are fo
powerful as to defy it. Hence it is, that rulers
of every defcription have had recourfe, more
or lefs, to the religious prineiple in the mind ;

the virtuous, becaufe they venerate it, as the

voice of God, giving effe&t to their defigns;
and the wicked, asfuppofing it a weaknefs,
which they may abufe. We may be told, in-
deed, of . the hypoerifies, which have been en-
grafted on this {tock : Whieh, however, only
fnew, how déep is the root of the principle,
which muft be conformed to, either in finceri-
ty orin pretence. For 3s there would be no
impofing profeflions of friendfhip, if there were
not {uch a tender fentiment in nature ; and no
wearing of the mafk of patriotifm, if there
were not fuch a fpecies of benevolence to adorn
and dignify the mind ; fo, there would be no
hypocrify for the purpofes of {tate, if real reli-
gion were quite forcign to its concerns,




Ys there not, then, incorporatcd in the con-
dition of humanity, an eviderce of the princi-
ple in queftion? Muft not its influcnce be fel,
in innumerable cafes, remote from the notice
of human cye, and in an cxtent, that furpafies
the powers of human calculation ? And in this
its filent operation, muft it not be a pbwcrful
counterpoiie, to the bafeflt patlions of our nas
ture ? To that daring ambition, which wonid
diiregard every impedimeat of laws To thiat
difappointed ambition, which would facrifice
the worid, to its revenge 2 To that love of ruie,
which would fet no bounds to its \opp‘ijelﬁnns?
And to that love of gain, -whichiarothing elfe -
can circamfcribe? .What if, in very many;

thefe paflions rage without controui :-Stll Hcies |

ty gains a great deal, from the manv, in wlhom'
they are, by religion, conquered: from the
mzny morc, in whom they are, by her admo-
nitions, bounded : and from the many more, in
whom, bv hei awful prefence, they are accom-
modatcd to charalier and decorum 5 and even

forced to aflume the clozk of apparent virtues.

zdly, There isa pawerful effe of religion,
in the cuitivation it brings to all amiable af c-

tions : which I mention a3 another proof, of the
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aid aflerted. ‘The moft obvious property of
devotion, is its elevating of our minds to that
all perfect good, whom we cannot contemplate,
without moral improvement. Let any one,
who doubts of the amiable tendency of religi-
on, confider devotion as an operative principle
‘on the mind ; inveftigating its effelts, whenit
adts, retired from every notice, but that of its
great object; and independent on . any dark
paflions, with which error or infirmity may
clog it: And let him deny, if he can, that,
‘whether it be a duty or a weaknef5, the af-
fections which it prompts are thofe of gra-
titude ; of humility ; of refignation ; of love ;
but above all, of a longing defire, to be con-

%Bmiéd_ to the {tandard cf perfeQion thus dif-
o playé‘dfto‘it‘; efpecially of imitating the effen-
..tialvbcnévoicnc,e of Inus natdrc, which extends
‘:is.w&;id—e .as._the‘creation. Can then fuch affec-
tions be awzikeﬁcd,‘ in our intercourfe with our
~ Creator; while we are infenfible to the occafions
~ which call for them, in our intercourfe with
our fellow men? Shall the fame perfon have
an heart eafily melted in one cafe, but cold and
obdurate in the other? Shall he, in the former
relation, be grateful, humble, refigned, affec--
tionate? Aud in the latter, be ungratetul, ar-'
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rogant, impatient, felfith? No; the habits of
- the mind cannot fhew the impreflions of {uch
oppofite and inconfiltent moulds: And if {c, it
is evident, that devout affeCions muft yield
their genial warmth to all thofe departments
of private life, the felicities of which make up
the gteat compound of public good, which it
is the objeét of law and of government to
accomplifh,

3dly, There is a proof of my poiat, in the
vaft diverfity of condition, accompanying the
focial ftate, in all the variety of itsforms: A
circumftance, which calls for the contentment
of very many ; while, independently on religis
on, there can be no rational motive to the dus
ty, that fhall be applicable to the great majori-
ty of mankind. Perhaps it would, in fome
meafure, break the force of this argument, if it
could be proved, that the only fit and intended
government, is the defpotifm of the few, over
the miferable many: Although even then, there
would be this inconfiftency in the divine go- -
vernment, that the few are too weak for the
fovereignty“a{ﬁgned to them, without a belief
inthe many, of duties which have no exifteace,
but in the imagination, But to uphold the
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opinion of a commonwealth, im which
every individual has his part; to de-
{cribe a government, the leading feature of
which, is the combining of the intereft and
the wills of all, to a {ingle poiut and for a uni<
tcd obje&t; and yvet to imagine, that, indeper=
dently on the fan&tions which religion offers,
the citizens of fuch a commonwealth, or the
{ubjesof fuch a government are bound to con<
tribute in their refpeftive callings, whatever
thefe may be, to the common good ; and to
fuppofc, that its leaft fuccefsful members will
not—indeed, may not arrogatc to themfelves,
fuch portions of its wealth and of its honors,
as cither fraud or violence may promife to make
theirownjisa proj=&, alike chimerical in the=
ory and fhewn to be imipoilible in prattice. Yes,
it has alwayshappened, that whenever, cither
by the refinements of a falfe philefophy, or by
any other means, the mafs of a people have
hzen brought to difregard the firft and leading
truths of religion, all have become impatient to
govern and there have been none qualified to
obey : which has ended in the extin&tion of
every veftige of equal liberty and equal law;
or, if the names wereretained, it wasonly to ren-
der the power the more fecure and the cppref-
fion the more extreme : An awful leflon to thee,
O my country ; and what exhibits to thee irre«
ligion in high ftation, asa blafting of the ho-
D
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nors of the patriot and an impeachment of the
integrity of the man,

Laftiy; T will mention another infiance;
which, indeed, is not f{trictly another; but a
confirmation of thofe which have gone before:
I mean, the blefled tendency of thefe exprels
precepts in the {criptures, which were given
to promote the great points of {ocial order and
fubmiffion to authority and law. They are
fuch as that of ¢ rendering tribute to Cafart*;”
and of courfe, to the Supreme Power, under
whatever form or name ; that of ¢ being {ub-
¢ ject to the powers that bet;” and that of
‘¢ being fubject to every ordinance of man, for
¢ the Lord’s {zke} ;7 with others, which it is
not neceilary to repeat : Precepts, which, how-
ever they have been perverted to the fetting of
prerogative above law, were never given to
preferibe forms of government, or to adjuft
the pretenfions of interfering claims; but having
in contemplation acknowledged government,
under whatever form, declare, that the inter-
efts and the paflions of the individual are to bow
before the autherity of the public 3 under the
higheft penalties, which even religion has to
offer. Now it cannot be aflirmed of thefe pre-
cepts, any more than of the others in {eripture,
that they have their full force on all, who con-

o

* Mat, 22, 244+ Rom, 13.1. % 1 Deter, 2, 13
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fefs their obligation. Yet it is impoffible, but
that they muft have a vifible effe® on fome ;
and a {ilent and infenfible influence over many
merc: and therefore, fuch a religion mudt be
fruitful of aid to the government, under whofe
protection it lift up its voice ; and whofe profpe-
rity it teaches us to pray for and to promote.

And now, if, after a difcuflion of the points
{tatcd, there thould be any one in this aflembly,
who thinks that the proofs do not apply ; and
who, therefore, believes, that a member of the
community is not the worfe citizen or the
wor{e ftatefman, for hisbeing an irreligious oran
immoral man ; orrather, for it isto this the ar-
gument extends, itsbeing no partofhischaralter,
that it is adorned by the profetiion of religion,
and by the praltice of its duties; and who
would rifjue the future fortunes of his country,
on the iffue of ich a Theory; unfupported as
it is by the hiftory of paft times and contra-
dicted by the opinions of the wifeft and the beft
men, in all ages and in ali countries; I would
remind {fuch a perfon, of the confequences of
the experiment, if it {hould be unfuccefsful,
For in that cafe, it goes to the utter deprava-~
tion of the moerals of the people.  Inregard to
their civil interefts, it lands them, after the
fluctuations of fultion, with all its horrors, 1n:
that only cure of a corrupted community, un-
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releuting defpotiilm. And in regard to their
condition in another life, however unintercit-
ing to fuch a political adventurer; the very
pofibility of its ¢ {econd death,” andthe davger
of having added to thc number of its vittims,
fhould make him, st leaft, ferioufly weigh the
coniequences which he hazards.

In the mean time, I hope it appears tc the
audience generally, that there was reafon, to
exult, asi did, in the beginning of this dif-
ceurfe, in the civil fanction which my docirine
receives, from the appoictinent under which
we are aflcmbled ; and that I promifed to ap-
plv, in the conclufion, the two points difcufled,
ac incentives to the duty of the occafion,

It is the duty of thankigiving, for mercies of
the greateft magnitudce ; a duty, which, if the
argument of this difcour{z is well founded,
refts on us, in the doubic charaller of citizens
and of Chriftians: which calls on us, as well to
attend to the patronage extended by the public
authority, tothe prattice of piety; as to yieid
to the fame authority, theaidsit atksof us, tor
the forwarding of its richtcous views,

If ever there were caufes of general devout
oratitude, they muit be fuch, asarc brought be-
forc us, at this time ¢ caules, which, however
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comprehenfive of benefits of various forts, may
be traced to that principal caufe, under Provi-
dence, the eftablifhment of a government, pro-
portioned to the ncceflities of the nation 3 and
conneded with that event, the moulding ofthe
conftitution of the {tate government, to the prin-
ciples of the federal. FYor that great leading
event, about the time of its accomplithment,
wc poured forth our praifes to Almightv Ged,
in this place. But howcver fincere our jov, it
was rcferved to fubfequent events, to fhew us
the full benctit of the occufion of it. For it
fcems to have been a part of the difpenfation,
which was permitting bloody wars among pow-
erful nations, toplace thisrifing commonwealth,
at the evc of the mighty conteft, in the very
condition, which, alone, could prevent her {from
being involved in and, perhaps, the vitim of
the ftorm. So that, if we have formerly con-
templated, with devout gratitude, an event, -
which finding us difunited and weak at home,
nculedted and defpifed abread, with a difcou-
azed agriculture and an almoft rujned com-
nerce, produced an immediate and progreflive
increafe, in whatever can make a people prof-
perous, {ecure and happy 3 there was yet, in re-
ferve, an evidence of the magnitude of the
mecrcy; an opening of the precipice, on the
verge of which we {tood ; but which we faould
not now countemplate, without lifting up our
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vaices ind our hearts, to the pre {iding power

of Cod; who has thus guwdei us azainft not
only Iccn but unieen dangers: and has dons
more for us, than ourown knowledge of our
{ituation: permitted us cither to aik, or to think,

Even with this appavent gward againft the
danger, wio, amon us, did not roilels, a few
ouths ago, fome fuch foclings as tiofe of the
prophc t, when under the view of the detulations
coming on his country, h= excivimed, in the
agony of hisipirit, “ O my foul, thou haft heard
““ the fouad of the trumpet ziid the alarm of
“war’? The danger hasdied, like diftant
thundcr with noife; but not with deflation.
"Thisisa merey, which may belt be eftimare .
by a cona‘aﬂ: with the miterics of weeping mil-
Iiens of our fciow men: Arnd if we nave 2
fenfc of the benefit, now is the time to raife the
fong ot gratitude te him, who, with fuch ten-
der care. has ¢ defeaded us under Lis w ings and
¢ made us fafe under his feathers ;" ard
“whole faithfulnefs and truth hav e, f'o confpi-
€ cuouﬂy, been our fhicld and buckler*®,”

Little, however, doesitavail, for a country
to be fice from foreign war, if difcord, foul
ficna, blow the trompet of fedition within her
bolim; and if, when citizen and citizen difa-
the appeal be made, not to law, not to

gree

* Thlm g1, 4.




= 31

the fountain from which law fhould iffue ; but
to viclence and vefecution,  Such, however,
is what faithful hiftory will record ; not to
ftain the rifing glory of our rcpublic, but to
illuitrate its principles; competent as thev
have been found, to the calling forth of the
{pirit and of the {trength of the community,
againft thole who would arrcgzte to themlielves
its powers. Far be it from me, to opcnwounds,
which, I hope, are clofing ; or to dwell on er-
rors, for which penitence is, probably, endea-
vouring to atone. But it is impofiible to take
iato view the full ground of our Thankigiving,
unlefs we remember the diforder referred to,
with gratitude for the f{upprefling of it; this,
after a forbearance, which f{hould have pre-
vented the neceiity, 2nd vet by a firmnefs and
force, which rendcred refiffance deiperate ;
with the leaft pofiilile injury to private conve-
nicnce, and to public treafure 5 and with the
rendering of what had happencd an addition-
al {ecurity of the government, endangered by
it, All which, while it defervedly direées the
public gratituile to thofe, whofe wifdom gnid-
cd and whofe courage accomplifhed the mea-
jure, fhould carry us further ;5 even to the
adoration of the high and mighty Ruler of the
Univerfe 5 who, having bid the billows roll,
has bid them {lecp ; who has brought lafting




good outof temporary evil; and who is thus
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onipicuoudly beheld, 1 his ¢ {iiliing,” not
more ¢ the rage of the fea, and thc noife of his
waves,” than *‘the madnefs*”’ of popular tumulg

and infurredtion.

If there could te any doubt or thele public

ercies, it would be ealy to read their proper
character, in thc private bene§its, which Sow
‘rom them. For was there ever a country,
which, in the fame f{pace of time and in pio-
portion to its numbers and its means, has exhi-
bited the like {pirit of enterprize on the ocean?
has made the fame extcenfion of its agriculture ?
has witneffed the beginnings and the progrefs of
fo many ufeful arts and trades? hasreccived fo
many teftimonies of the increafing refpe&t of
foreign natiens, not only ia the treaties of their
governments, butin the emigrations of their
fubjects? Thele are mercies, which the werld
witnefles and records : Well thendoesitbecome
us, not only to corfefs them, but to give the
praile where it is fupremely due, to that gra-
cious Being, who makes ¢ the clouds drop
*“ down on us their fatnefs*;” and who, Ineve-
ry other way, bletles the public, and the indivi-
duals, generaily, who compsie it.

Here my cnumeration would ceafe ; if anew
ground of gratitude Lad not recently arifen,

* Plaim 63. 7.
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from what is ftated as a fubje@ of prayer, in
the appointment. 1 allude to the initruction

that we fhould intercede, in favor of the whole
family of mankind, for the bleflings, which we
poffefs or afk for, ourfelves. For bear witnefs,
O ye nations of the earth, that confederate
America, not feeking her glory and her weaith,
in the deftruftion of your citizens, in the de-
vaftation of your countries and in the {poiling
of your commerce, wifhes you every felicity,
which fhe can implore of a gracious providence,
for herfeif! Am I fanguine, in contemplating
the benevolent fentiment, asin part carrying in-
to etfe&, in the confeflcd negotiations of con-
tending nations? 1 truft not: And may God
grant, not only the full accomplithment of the
event defired ; but that, to perpetnate it, there
may, morc and more, prevail the genuine {pirit
of that religion, the fruit of which will at laft
be, that * nation fhall not rife againft nationj
and that ¢ they fhall learn war, no more*.”

And now, Ihope I{hall not be thought to de-
rogate from the mercies enumerated, if] having
a retrofpect to the argument of this difcourfe,
I exhort you, in the language of fcripture, to

“ rejoice, with tremblingt:” To ¢ rejoice,”
‘ K

*« IfEh 2, 4. t+ Plalm 1. 4.
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for the real ground of joy, in the blefiings fta-
ted ; but ¢ with trembling,” left, in this career
of profperity, there be a lurking evil, to difap-
point us of its fruits. ~'When we compare the
circamftanccs of the fettlement of this country,
with the energy, which, in a variety of ways,
has been, of late years, put forth; it isno un-
fuitable inquiry to a refletting mind, how far
the chara&ers which have been formed and the
events which have been atchieved,were the re-
{ult, under Providence,of thcfe rcligiousperfﬁa-
fions and of thofe virtuoushabits, which were
a general charaGeriftic of the early fettlers
and therefore, how far a now growing fpirit of
irreligion may be like a worm, in the iffuing
buds of the glory of the republic > If the an-
fwer be fuch as is fuggefted by my {ubje&, the
danger cannot be difcovered, nor the error cor-
rected, too foon. Let then the occafion be con-
{idered, as calling our attention ¢ to the rock
“from which we were hewn*;” and thus, as
drawing usback to the habits, which have raifed
us to our rank among the nations, How great a
change this would make on many, who, other-
wife dcferve well of their country, cannot ef-
cape our notice. In regard to all fuch, great
is the difficulty of Chriftian minifters; men,

L W
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who ought to cultivate, in themfelves and in
others, a reverence, as well of the perfons, as
of the ftations, of thofe who poflefs the confi-
dence of the pubiic; great, I fay, is our difh-
culty, in prefling the moft obvious duties,with-
out an apparent implication of their examples,
as having a contagious inflience on morals.
Were this avoided,we eould not make the world
blind, to the confeflion implied by themfelves,
in their attendance on fuch occafions as the pre-
fent, of what ought to be their attendarce, at
other times. '

Guardians of your country’s weai! By the
{anction which you have given to thisday’s de-
votions, youhave demanded theirfupport of the
highinterefts, which you fuperintend : Letitnot
then be thought an indecent freedom, that, i re-
turn, we invite your patronage of the pra&tice
of piety, inallitsduties. Chriftianbrethren,gene-
rally! The government, in its various branches,
confefles, this day, the connedion of its purpofes,
with your devotions : Let it receive the benefit
of them ; not only at this time, but on all fit
occafions ; zud efpecially, by their happy in-
fluence, in the'difchargc of the duties of life.
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Finally, one and all! ¢ Fear God and keep his
¢¢ commandments:” For this is the whole ¢ of
man* ;" in rcgard, as well to the dignity of his
nature, as to his duties, private and public,

* Lcclef. 12, 13.
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