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T/us is t]ze la*ve qf God, tlzat: we keepr his commandmmts.

. AR e 1 John v. 3.
xfe ;hat Izatl: my commandments wund keefieth them, he it

18 t/zat lovet/z vc. T .fohn_guv. 21.
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TO THE REJDER

WHE\I tbe fol!owmg small Tract ﬁrst appearec},

it was. enmled, %A LaDY’s nm.mwn.”,_ ’It was orxgmally

drawa up by a Divme of ‘the. Chusch of Eaglnnd, for the
'use, it has been ‘supposed, of the honouble ad Hownrd,

e~ -

-_and has not. only been mpnnted morethan onc‘ at home, -
--but traaslated- into seveml modem Janguages.; The seg; -

ond edition. of it came out m the year 1704, when anotfx-

. er letter _upon tbe same subject was added tovt&, and in _'

" the year 1748,.a e&nmn of it was pubhshed hy tht
“Rev. Ferdmando Witrnier,
some account is gnyen oi' deagn and merits of the

< ; -

performance, preﬁxed to ita largefenract from the pre:

facc to the French translanon',‘and annexed to it a letter

of his own, to a lady umkr a: vcry pamful domesnc af-

ﬂlctlon. s T e .

The ﬁrst of 1he abovementnoned leiters, appearing to

be the whole of what the author mtended when he be-
gan_ to write upon this i nnportant subject, and havmg no

necessary connectmn ‘with any_ tiing which has been
since ]omed with it, is here pubhshcd by Jtsuf th o

a view to its bcmg rendered more extenswely uselul.—
The edition, from wlnch it is popied, is that of 1748,
which has been carefully adhered to, excepting in the
- title, \vhxch perhaps was not the most happxly chosen, and
an expreqelon or two relating to devotxon, of which some
might have made an use which the author certainly nev-
. er ‘designed.
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It is only meedful to say, further, that the republica-
tion of this small Tract, and what is added to it, pro-
cceds from no other principle than a desire to assist
those, into “hObé hands it may ('omP, to form just 2;-
p"ehensmns of that Religion wluoh is pure and undefii-

| ed ‘before God; to set before them, in an easy view, the
~ tisdom of - the doctrme of - our Savior, and to reinove
| those groundless apprehensxons concerning the nature of
- any ot his mstttutmns, by which persons are, elther to-
tally. kept from them, or ixd-to attend ‘on them, with a
terror, for’ thch no: uprxght mmd can ‘ever ‘have the
least occasmn, ‘and whwh, lf they were able to view the
‘services of the Gospel in a ]uster hvht, would be ex-

| changed for sausfacnon and joy-

st - ’ - ’ . i




MA‘D./M{, s L
'SINCE G4 has been pleased to. mclme your heart toam

early and serious cnauiry aftei religien, so that you are ,sm-j .
cerely desirous. to' know (ki= will of wod, in order to do:it, I

heartily wish:yon. bad laid #yeur <crmmands npon -one more a::

ble to assist you than I am-; whe, being:bred-up: in atf ‘age of:
speculation and controvérsy, have addicted myself. to the study:
" of divinity, mere perhaps than to the practice of religion ; ‘antl -

‘bave been (1. pray God forgive me}- more desirous to furnish

my head with notions, than my heart with-goed inclinations. -

1 thought myself, by my profession; chiefly engaged.in a stu-

dy, how to defend the church, by law established; against. all

dlssenters, rather than to promote the common cause of seri-

ous piety ; and whilst by the strange ‘uhaceorntable genius of -

 this age, I have been led aside to mix the study of politics

with that of religion, I have been busily assisting tke office of

- a minister of state, rather than deing: the good work of a min-
ister of Jesus CHRisT.

Now altho it has pleased God te make me in sonre measure. '

sensible of those bye paths, in which I have semetimes walked;

to the hinderance of that duty unte which I ought entirely to
have devoted myself; yet lam aptto fear lest thosc prejudxces ’

and undue prepossessions of mind -may still remain within
me, by which I shall be prevented from giving your ladyship
- such an idea of religion, as is short; plain, and pure, frce from
superstmous appendages,and separate from every bye intcrest.

But, without dcubt, such as this is the true spirit of the

christian rellglon ; every line wheredf directly tends to makg
us easy within ourselves, Lind and comfertable to one anothet ,

here, and happy with God hereafter.

That our holy religion is a wise mstxtutxon, will be ev 1dent
to any one who considers that Ged is its author, whose wis-
dom appears in all hic works : ‘Thus the frame of visible na-
turc being agreeably set together, and having cach part of it
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suited to uscful arnd proper ends, demonstrates it to be the
work of divine wisdom : Inlike manner the whole plan of pure
religion, having alsoits parts suitable to each other, and every

one of them agreeably set to the same good and great design
‘of the whole, does 1hereby prove 1t:~.elf to be the contmancc
of an all wise God. -

- And hereby the wisdom of thechristian rehgxon will par-
ticularly appear, because every part of it tends to promote the
universal good of mankind ; for which reason, the divine foun-
der thereof was named Jeaus, that is, Sevior ; because his only .
design was to save usfrom the prevaﬂmg power of sin, and ~
" from those miseries which that evil power would involve us in.

- - Thus temperance promotes.our- Health ;* justice in our deal-
ings, prevents.us from sustaining the revenges of the injured,.
and gainsus frust among men, with-all the benefits which arise
from thence. Charity, by promoting the common good of oth-
rsy; draws back their love and affection to ourselves ; while pa-
tience preserves quiet within our own breasts, and self denial,
| by restraining our extravagant appetités, establishes the just .
'power of reason over us, thereby fitting us for-all conditions of
life.: - And thus the law of Clirist answers to the character of
; wxsdom, by its agreeableness to the best desigh of man ;- and
tpen.this account Solomon charactcred the idea of rehgmn,

- auder the name of wisdom. . ~.-:

..-Besides these moral duties, there are several threats of God’s
- Judgements, and promises of his favor, contained in Christ’s in-
stitution ; the former were wisely designed to restrain us from
nm'norahtles, which are our greatest follies ; and the latter to
cngage us i the practice of .rtue, which is our greatest wiss
' dom ; The threatnings prepare the way for the promises, and
. qualify us to receive them ; inasmuch as they shake off our af-
fections from ill cbjects, in-erder for the promises to fix them
upon good ones. We must needs cease to do evil, before we
' ¢an learn to do well.

. Now altho a due consideration of the divine nature, will car-
ry us on to the belief of a future state, in which he, who is in
pérfection the best of all'beings, will distinguish the good from
the bad by ample rewards and just punishments ; yet because
every one’s capacity muy not be sufficient to make this wise re-
- flection, therefore Jesus Christ was pleased (as the gospel phra-
' ses.it) to bring life and immortality talight ; that is, to give the
world full assurance of a future State, in which the just God
will distinguish men hereafter, in such a manner as they shall







