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C AU S E
OF THE

DEL UG E

DEMONSTRATED.

EFORE I proceed to my prefent De-
monftration of the Caufe of the Deluge, 1
muft premife chis, That in my New Theo-
ry of the Earth, elpecially as improv’d
id correéted in the Second Editton, I have evi-
ntly thewn, that in Cafe 2 Comet pafs'd by, be-
¢ the Earth, in its annual Courfe, on the 15t
ay of the Second Month, from the Autumpal
quinox, or Now, 28. in the 2949 Year before the
hriftian Zra, the Phrnomena of Nature and
ftory, and particularly the asfaic Accountof che
cluge of Noah, which are no otherwile to bz ac-
unted for, are exactly explain'd ; that the Calcu-
tions and Proportions, where-ever we can come
them, are on that Hypothefis right, agreeable to
tanother, to Ancient, efpecially Sacred Hiftory,
dto the Syftem of Aftronomy ;that there areTra-
sin Ancient Books of 2 Tradition, thar a Comet
appear at the very Beginming of the Deluge ;
it the very Month and Day mentioned by AMofes
luch irs Beginning, is attefted to by other Old
itords, and, on this Hypothefis, by Aftronomical
dlcularions alfo : whence T coucluded thar it was
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The Caufe of the fDe/uge

moft highly probable, or rather phyfically demon..
ftrable, that a Comet did pafs by at that time, and
wzs, under the Conduét of the Divine Providence,
and as his Inftrument in punifhinga wickedWorld,
the Caule of that Deluge. The only thing wanting,
was, to demonftrate from the Pertod of fome Co-
met, and 15 Sttuacton in the Heavens, Aftronomi-
cally ftated and computed, that fuch a Comet did
actuaily come by at that very time : which if it
could be once fhewn, the whole muft be own’d a3
ertain, and demonftrated, and all che natural Co-
roilaries therefrom muft beallow d as true, even by
the Obltinate and Incredulous. Thisindeedat firft
was lock’d upon by me asnotatallto beexpe@ed;
fince wethenbarelybegan toknow,orrather firong-
Iy to conjecture that Comets did revolve about the
Sunin {eteled Periods,but without being able to de-
termine any one of thofe Periods. But of late God
has {o blefs’d the Labours of the Learned ; andthis
Part of Aftronomy is fo much improv’d, efpecially
by the farther Pains and Obfervations of the great
Inventor himfelf,Sir I/aac Newton; whofe Name will
never be forgotten while Mathematicks and Aftro-
nomy are preferved among Mankind ; and by the
Jaborious Calculations of the acute Dr. Halley, on
the Principles laid down by the former, that what
was a few Yearsaeo almoft defpaird of, is now in
great NMeafure difcover’d, and we know, not only
that one Cemat has come round three or four times
alreadyin {ater Ages, viz. A.D. 1456, quI,Iéojs
and 1682, and will no doubt come round again
#.D.17¢%, as making its Period in about 7§ Years ;
tha: another has probably come round in the fame
later Apostwice already, viz, 4.D. 1732, aﬂd_léﬁli
and foizroreturn A D. 1789,0r1790, as making 1ts
Pzricd inabout 129 Years: But,which 1s the greateft

Difcovery of all, rhatthe laft moft remarkable Cc:-
met,
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met,whofe Defcent into our Regions has occafion’d
almoft all the modern folid Knowledge we have re-
lating to the whole Cometick Syftem it felf,has al-
fo feveral times been feen already within the time
of certain Records ; I mean in the 24th Year before
Chrift, and again 4. D. 531, or §32; and yet a-
oain A. D. 1106, befides this its laft Appearance
A. D, 1680, whereby we know that it revolves in
about §75 Years. This laft Comet 1 may well
call the moff remarkable one that ever appear’d: fince
befides the former Confideration, 1 fhall prefently
fhew, that it is no other than that very Comet
which came by the Earth at the Beginning of
Noab’s Deluge, and which was the Caufe of the
(ame., Now confidering the Premifes, I {hall on-
ly have occafion, in order to my prefent Defign,
to prove thefe fiveThings concerning it. (1.)Thac
no other ot the known Comets could pafs by the
Farch at the Beginning of the Deluge. (2.) That
this Comet was of the fame Bignefs with that which
pafs'd by at chattime. (‘3.) That its Orbit was then
in 2 due Pofition to pafs by at that Time. (4.) That
its defcending Node was then alfo in a due Pofiti-
on for the {ame Paffage by. (5.} That its Period
exadtly agrees to the fame time. Or, in fhore, that
il the known Circumitances of this Comet do
corcefpond, and that it actually pals'd by on or
about that very Year, and on or about that very
Day of the Year when the Deluge began. All
which Things 1 fhall demonitrate in their Order.

1. None of the other Comets yet known, 1
mean of the 21 in Dr. Halley’s Table and my Solar
Syftem, could be that which pafs'd by the Earth ac

the Beginning of the Deluge. This appears by
thefe certain Arguments following,

(1.) None of them appearto have been of a due
Bignels : For the Phxnomena of the Deluge, as I

A2 have
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The Canfe of the Deluge

have elfewhere fhew’d, require a {mall one in
Comparifon of the Earth, whereas the reft of the
Comets feem to have been commonly larger thanit.

(2.) None of their defcending Orbits are duly
ficuate, I mean between 9o and oo Degrees from
rics: which Pofition is yer abfolutely neceffary in
this Cale. For the Preceffion of the Equinox,which
15 about go Degrees, added to the 46 Degrees thae
the Larth was diftant from Aries when the Flood
began, muft {uppole the defcending Orbit of the
Cometto be now betweengo and 1ooDegrees from
Avies :at which place none of the defcending Ore
bizc of the other Comets are now fituate : as Dr.

alii;’ s Table,and my Solar Syftem grounded there-
on,will readily fhew.(2.)None of the other’s Nodes
are {o fituate,as i neceflary to bring theComet near
cnough to our Earth : T mean between go or 100
Dzgrees from Ariesy and {o as to crofs the Plane
of the Ecliprick very near 1o the Diftance of the
Earch from the Sun  as isalfo plain from the {ame
Table and Syftem. Nay indeed, the wrong Situa-
tion of the delcending Orbits, noted under the Iaft
tiead,renders this due Situation of the Nodes plain-
[v impeflible. For it being neceflary, that the Or-
tic 1c felf interfedt the Ecliptick ic felf in the 14th
D:eorce of Teuras; this cannot poflibly be in fuch-
q Sruatien of the Orbir, as that we have already
men-ion'd to b2long to all the reft of the known
Comets.  So that thele other Comets were utterly
incapable of being inftrumental in the Deluge,
even tho thetr Periods fhould any of them agiee ;
which yet we know not that any of them do.

1. This Comet was of the fame Bignefs wich
that which pals'd by at that time; I mean a very
{mail une, and enly 10 times as large as the Moo,
This aprears by Mr. Flamfleed’s Determination of
irs apparen: Diameter,about 20”7 when 1t was near-

ly
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ly as far off as the Sun : whereas he fuppofes that
of the Moon at the fame Diftance to be about 6"
So that if due Allowance be made for that large
and denfe Part of the Awmolphere, which hides
the Nucleus or Comet it felf from us, fuppofe 7",
the Diameter of the folid Body it felf will be on-
ly 13”. Now the Cube of 13, or 2197, isto the
Cube of 6, or 216, as about to to 1. Whence
it appears, that this Comet is about ten times {o
great as the Moon, or ; fo great as the Earth, as the
real Comet that occafion’d the Deluge ought to be.
[11.The defcendingPart of theOrbit of thisComet
was about the 17t"deg. of Tuurus at theTime of the
Deluge, as that of the Comet at the Deluge muft
have been. For this defcending Orbit is now in the
24 Degree of Cancer; and it we allow 46 Degrees
for its apparent Motion fince the Deluge, which is
very litele different from the rcal Preceflion of the
Equinox,the main,if not onlyOccafion of it, 1t will
appear to have been in the 17t"Degree of Taurns at
that Time,according to the foregoingComputation.

1V.The Defcending Node of this Comet, which
is of the greateit Confideration here, and liable to
the greateftVariety of all, does alfo exceeding well
agree in the prelent Cafe.  For thisis now in the
1d Degree of Cancer; and if wez allow, as before,
46 Degrees for its apparent Motion fince the De-
luge, or for the real Preceflion of the Equinox, the
main, if not only Caufc of it, it will appear to have
been in the 15" of Tuurus at that Time alfo. Nay,
if we allow the leaft Inequality in thele two Mo-
tions, or the leaft Alteration of the Planes either of
the Ecliptick or of the Comets Orbit, or of both,
as we juftly may, both from the Phyfical Caufes,
and Aftronomical Obfervarions, we may {uppofe
them ftll nearer the Earch’s Diftance from the
Sun, and {o more exacly {uitable to the Cafe of

the Deluge. A j V. The
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V The Period of this Cometmoft exactly agrees

*

to the fd*n...,Tlm , [ mean to 7 Revolutions in 4028
Yea ,E,Lh._ Imerval from the Delwe rll aeslaft Ap-
nearance 1580, For, as Sir [f2ac Newton firft ob-

1ﬂ \ ";,n'cm its Elliptick Curvature before it difap-
peara, that tes Period muft be in general above so0
le 5 ;{o has he and Dr. Hilley fince obferv’d, that
the Ame Comet has been {een four times, viz. the

t Year before Chrift. 4. D. 521 or §12, 4. D.

1135, and A. D. 1680, and that by confequence it
m2kes a Revolution in about §~¢Years.Now if we
make a very mall Allowance for the oldPeriods be-
fore Chrift, and fuppofe that, one with another, it
has revolv'd in ¢753Years,we fhall find that 7 fuch
Periods amount to 41023 Years exactly,according to
tha: Number fince the Deluge. This is (o remarkable
an Obfervaticn, and {o fumrxzmg, that it will de-
{zrvea particular Demonftracion from the original
Authorsthemfelves. To begin then with the firft of

the Appearances recorded in later Hiftory, I mean

thar in the 23%"Year before Chrift, the Year that

Fulins Co[ar was {lain, we have no fewer nor lefler

Perfons Ellal: Scieca, Sucromm Plutarch and Plinyto

atreft i ; and chie laft, as blmgmg Auguffus’s own

. Words for his Voucher Take the Account in thofe

Words, a3 being the moft authentick and remark-
ablz, C‘.; hofe very Days, favs Avonidus, when
‘ [ was exhibiting ﬁjma Games to the ! eople,| be-
cn about Sepr2dja Comerappeai’d for 7 Days,
c E 1rj vas feen in the Nerthern Parr of Heaven. It
roie abour the 11t Hour of the Day : It was a
remarkabie one, and vifible atl over the World.
Thz common Peuple believ’d,chat it fignify’d the
Recention of the soul of Caer inro the Number
of the immortal Gods.  On which Account the
Imagz of this Srar was 2aded o that dtarue repre-
renting Cer, s Head,which we a while aﬁ?}COﬂ*

cCrfa-
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“fecrated in the Forum’. Accordingly it is known
that fome of C«far’s Coins have a Scar upon them,
for a Memorial of this Comet ; and obfervable that
Virgil hints at the fame allo, Patriem apariteg o -
tice ﬁdm. Plutarch’s, Semeca’s andSuctoninss Words are
aimoft the very fame that are included in the Paf-
fage from Auguftus, and fo need not be diftin@ !y fet
down. Only theTime of its Rifing isby Sueroniws fet
down abeut the xxth Hour, without theWords of the
Day, which the other two have ; and 1ts Northern
Pofition is cnly mentioned by Auguftus himfelf.
Now if we interpret the 11" Hour, or 11th Hour
of the Day, tobe either 11 2 clock before Noon, or
an Hour before Sun.{et, chis will render che whole
almoft incredible : it being nextroimpoflible, that
this Comet thould be feen in the Day-time. But the
Romans then accounting Midnight the Beginning of
their Day,asis wellknown by Chronaolegzrs,we may
reckon this 11" Hourto be rrat Nighc,and all will
aeree to the Comet before us;and itwill thew, thac
251t had been conceal'd by cloudy Weather for fome
time, fo it now appear’d afcending from the Sun,
with its long and {plendid Tail for a Week, before
the like cloudy Weather, or the Comet’s too grear
Remotenefs rendred ic no longer obfcivatle.  Ac-
cordingly the Nurthern Poficion of this Comer, ne-
ted here by Augaflus, {fecures us (ll farcher, that i
muft have been the fame wich that 4.D.1650,which
5 everin the fame Pofition, ac the fame Place of s
Orbit : tolay nothingof irs remarkable Drightncls,
which Ttake to belong te vs'hatrl, and which rea-
dred it {o very remarkable then v cheWorld ¢ In
which Point it as well or better agrees with chis,
than with any otherinthe whole CometarySy ftem,
Sothat onall thefe Accounts, the Comericen ihien
by the Romans, and that feen A. D. 1532, multhav.
heen oneand the fame Comet. Tha nexe Pericd

A o whios
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S The C mtfe of the Deluge

when this Comet might be {een again, according

to the foregoing Time of its Revolution, was 4. D.

§11,0r §32. When yet we liear nothing of it in
H.vdiuss Hhitory of Comets. But then we have it

in Lxfieniz’s more exadt Catalogue, out of Zona-

ras, the Original Hiftorian, whefe Words are thefe,

Annal. L. xiv. p. 61. © In the §t" Year of the Em-

" paror jfuﬂfﬂfan [A. D.g21,0r 532.] 9 Comet ap-

“ pear’d, of that Sort which is called Lampadias,

“ Tt {ent its bright Tail upward, and continued to

" fhine 20 Days. Which Words exa&tly agree to

this Comet. The next Period when it was to be
expeéied, was A.D. 1106. at which Time the Hifto-

rians are full of cheir Accounts of it. Take thofeAc-

counts in thetr own Words,as they {tand in Hewelius

and Lubicnierz,who have given us 2 inoft compleat
Colleétion of them in their Hiftories of Comets.

zttoex Ao Do 1106, We {aw 2 Cometr of wonderful
7#5 Brightnels, from the firft Week in Lenr, until the
., Paflion of our Lord.  An extraordinary Star was
.. Ieen to fhine this Year on Friday in the Evening,
b no Statbward and Heffward, and appeared bright for
aunde. 25 Davs together, and always at the fame Hour.

it <. D. 1106, In the Month of February, two

i’ Days after the New Moon, a grear Comet appear d
neqyd  Scwn U fiward. Ao D. 1105, 2 Comet appear’d
.12z, like a Fire, 2lmoll all the Month or Flzruary.

gekart, A very grear Comer was feen in the Time of
Lent. Praeserius adds, thar the Emperor Hesry IV,
., cied the fame Year; which Calvifius alfo agrees to.
o 4. D. 1106, a Srar, which we call a Comet,
- Anpear d. |
2 L4 D, r1ef. a dreadful Comet appeard, from:
Coomoche hrft Weck in Losr, dill the Vigil of Palm-Suns.

- " ]

.. iy Threfame Year the Emperor Henry 1V, dieds

.. Onitbe Yeu of our Lord 1106, the 14t of the -

oo Calends of tfares, | Feb. 16,] a certain ftrange Star
Was
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gas difcovered, and was feen to fhine berween
he South and Weft for 25 Days, after the fame
manner, and at the fame Hour. 1t feemed to be
imall and obfcure s but that Light which went out
rom it was exceeding bright, and a Splendor,
ike a great Beam, proceeded from the Eaff and
Vorth, and fhot it felf upon the fame Star.
In thefe Teftimonies,we may fee that a}l the Cir-
amftances of this Comet agree to that of A. D.
680. 1 mean the Smallnefs and Obfcurity of its
\ucleus, the Brightnefs and Remarkablenefs of
s Tail, its Pofition South-Weft, and the Diredtion
f 1ts Tail North-Eaff.  So that there is no Reafon
1 doubt, but it was the very lame. Only we
wuft here note, that thefe two Periods were, one
ith another, three Quarters of a Year fhorter
nan the laft Period- For from September, in the
«h Year before Chrift, till February or March
. D. 1106. are but 11483 Years, or two Periods of
-4; a-piece, one wich another : whereas from
e fame February or March A. D. 1106. til] Febru-
yor March 1685, when this Comet was about
¢ fame Pofition again, there are juft 75 Years.
is rather a2 Wonder, that the three laft Periods
" our Famous Comet are {o very nearly equal,
an that there is this {mall Incquality among
em. Nor is ir, by the way, any Wonder there-
re, that the four firft Periods after the Deluge are
be fuppos'd one with another rather above 76
wrs,to agree exadly to that Time. "Tis rather
Queftion whether the reft of the Comets Periods
il prove any of them near {o equal in Proportion,
even that Allowance makes thele o be. Accord- pyingip.
oly,Sir Ifaac Newton and Dr. Halley rightly obferve, p. 480.
t thefe Cometary Orbits are the moft eafily Freledt.
ifenfibly diftarb’d by the occafional Nearnefs of ‘;’;’ o
: : ath.
ic Comets to other Bodies of all others; and {o o ;s

3 con- 239.



10 The Cemfe of the Delnge

confiderable Inequalities are to be expe&ed among”
them.,

Note, (1.) That it is highly remarkable, that this
is the only Comer yet known, whofe Node renders
it capable of approaching very near the Body of
the Earth: and that the {ame Node is ftill {o lictle
remote from the Earth’s Orbit, as Dr. Halley well
obferves, that it broughe this Comer about as necar
to the fame as the Moon this very laft time. Hear
his remarkable Words, and confider the Confe-

Smp.  quence of them in this Macter. ‘No Comet,

C"i’;; ¢ fays he, has hitherto threatned the Earth with a

s ‘ nearer Appulfe than that of 168c. For by Cal-
‘ culation, I find that Nowember 11th 1h ¢’ after
‘ Noon, that Comet was not above a Semidiame-
¢ ter of the Sun, ( which I take to be equal to the
‘ Diftance of the Moon ) to the Northwards of the
‘ Way of the Earth. At which time, had the
‘ Farth been there, the Comet would, I think,
‘ have had a Parallax equal to that of the Moon’.
Nor can I pafs over his following Words without
fetting them down, they are {o appofite to my
prefent Purpofe. ¢ The former Obfervations, {ays
“ he, are to be fuppos'd as fpoken to Aftronomers.
¢ But what might be the Confequences of {o near
¢ an Appulfe, or of a Contadt, or laftly of a Col-
‘ lifion of thefe celeftial Bodies, ( which are none
¢ of them impoffible ) I leave to be difculs'd by
‘ the Philofophers.

(2.) Since this Comet’s Period is §7¢ Years, its
middle Diftance muft be about §,600,000,000
Miles from the Sun; its longer Axis and greateft
Diftance twice {o long, or nearly 11,200,000,000
Miles ; its Aphelion Diftance about 14 times as
great as the Diftance of Saturn; its greateft Di-
ftance to its leaft, as above 20,000 to 1: and.fo
its greateft Light and Heat to its leaft, as above
429,669,000 tO I, (3.) Since
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(1.) Since §7¢ Years appears to be the Period
f the Comet that caus'd the Deluge, what a
learned Friend of mine, who was the Occafion
f my Examination of this Matter, {uggefts, will
eferve to be confidered, wiz. Whether the Story of
e Pheenix, that celebrated Emblem of the Refur-
s@ion inChriftian Antiquity ; [ that it returns once
frer ¢ Centuries, and goes to the Altar and City of
he Sun. and isthere burnt ; and another arifes out
fits Afhes, and carries away the Remains of the
ormer, ¢c.] be not an Allegorical Reprefentation
fthis Comet; [which returns once after ¢ Cen-
uries, and goes down to the Sun, and is there ve-
zmently heated, and its outward Regions dif-
lv'd 5 yee that it flies off again, and carries away
that remains after chat terrible burning, ¢¢.] and
thether the Conflagration and Renovation ot

12 Sun may bring upon the Earth, be not hereby
efigurd. T will not here be pofitive ; but T own
at I dont know of any Solution of this famous
icce of Egyprian Mythology and Hieroglyphicks,
-this feems to be, that can be compared with it.

Note, (4.) That none of thofe Comets whofe Or-
ts are yet known, can come near enough to our
arch 1n their Afcent from the Sun to caufe the

onflagration. This is evident to thofe who con-

ler Dr. Halley’s Table, or my Solar Syftem built
pon it ; fince none of them move in or very near

it Plane of the Ecliptick ; and thofe four which
we their Nodes neareft the Farth’s Orbir, and {o
ight approach neareft to the Earth, are eithec
<h as have thefe Nodes {o near only in their De-

entto theSun; asthatin r472,and that in 1618,

d that in 1680 ; or go not any time much near-
‘to the Sun than the Earth i felf, aschat in 1684,

10 {o are on all Accounts utterly incapable of af-

fording

ings, which {ome fuch Comet in its Afcent from

Il
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fording Heat enough for fuch a Conflagration.
Note (¢.) That therefore the Period of Time fot
that Conflagration, upon theSuppoficion that it is
tobe caufed by a Comet, cannot now be difcover'd
by any natural Means ; but maft ftill remain, s
formerly, only knowable from Divine Revelation.
Note (6.) That hence thofe remarkable Corol-
laries, drawn from the accurate Solution of fuch
Difficulties now, as formerly were plainly infolu-
ble: T mean, the great Regard due to the Anci-
enteft Sacred and Prophane Records, and to the
infpired Method whence they muft have been de-
rivid ; the Imperfection of Human Knowledge ¢
the Folly of rejecting Revealed Truths, out of
regard to uncertain Human Realonings; the
Wifdom of adhering to the moft obvious Senfe of
Scriprure ; the Reafonablenefs of believing Scri-
pture- Accounts and Scripture-My{teries, tho’ not
fully comprehended by us ; the Juftnefs of expeé&-
ing Satisfa@ion in moral Difficuliies in due time
from the like Satisfaction afforded already in thofe
that are Philofophical, and the like, do all recetve
a new and furprizing Confirmation; and will
therefore deferve a new and {erious Confideration.

N. B. Dr. Halley hawing him/:lf given an Accouns
of this Comt lately in Dr. Gregory s Englifh Aftrong-
my, P. 901, 902, 903, I berc prefent it to the Reader
verbatim, that be may compare the two Accounts toge-
thery for bis more entive Satisfaclion. |

“ But as far as Drobability from the Equality
of Periods, and fimilar Appearance of Comets,
may be urgzd as an Argumenr, the late won-
“ drous Comet of 1682, feems to have becnrfhe
“ fame, which was {een in the Time of our King

“ Henry I, Amno 1106, which began to ﬂppﬁﬂfhm
(11C

14

£<



1 *
b

Denon ﬂrated .

the 7Weft about the middle of February, and con-
tinued for many Days after, with fuch a Tail as
was {cen in thar of 168%. And again in the Con-
(ulate of Lawpadius and Oresfes, about the Year
of Chrift ¢11, fuch another Comet appeared
in the 77/, of which Malela, perhaps an Eye-
witnels, relates that it was uijas ) goeesc, a great
and fearful Star ; that it appeared in the 77/, and
emitted upwards from it a long white Beam ;
and was feen for 20 Days, It were to be wifh’d
the Hiftorian had told us what Time of the Year
it was {een ; but ’tis however plain, that the
Interval between this and that of 1106, is near-
ly equal to that between 11056 and 1683, wiz.
about ¢75 Years. And if we reckon backward
{fuch another Period, we fhall come to the
44th Year before Chriff, in which Fulins Clar
was murder’d, and in which there appear’d 2
very remarkable Comet, mentioned by almoft
all cthe Hiftorians of thofe Times, and by Pliny
in his Natural Hiftory, /b 11. c. 24. who recites
the Words of Auguftus Cefar on this Occafion,
which lead us to the very Time of its Appear-
ance, and its Situation in the Heavens. Thefe
Words being very much to our purpefe, it may
not be amifs to recite them. Inipfis Ludorum me-

orum diebus, [jdus criniturs per [eptemn diesy in vegione

Celi que [ub Septentrionibus et confpelfum. 1d oricha-

tur circa Undecimam hovam dici, clarumag; O ommibus
terris confpicuums fuit.  Now thele Lud: were de-

“dicated Veneri genetrici, (for from Fenns the Ce-
[ars would be thought to be defcended, ) and be-

[

“can with the Birth-day of Arguffus viz, Sept. 21,

(as may be colle&ed from a Fragment of an

Old Roman Calendar extant in Gruior, pag. 125.)

“and continued for 7 Days, during which the Co-

met appearcd. Nor are we to [uppofe that it was
6t f‘
 feen
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{een only thofe 7 Days, but poflibly both before
and afcer. Nor are we to interpret the Words
[ub Septentrisnibus, as if the Comet had appeard
in the North, but that it was feen under the Sep-
tem triomes, or brighter Stars of Urfa major, And
as to its rifing Hora undecima diei, it'can no ways
be underftood, unlefls the word diei be left out,
as it is by Swetonius 5 for it muft have been very
far from the Sun, either to rife ar Five in the
Afcernoon, or at Eleven at Night ; in which
Cafes it muft have appeared for a long time, and
its Tail have been fo little remarkable, that it
could by no means be call’d, Clarum ¢ ommibus
Terris confpicuum Sydus.  But {uppofing this Co-
mat to have traced the fame Path wicth chat of
the Year 1680, the afcending part of the Orb
will exadly reprefent all that Auguffus hach faid
concerning it ; and is yet an addirional Argu-
ment to that drawn from the Equality of the
Period. Thus 'tis not improbable but this Co-
met may have four times vifited us at Intervals
of about 575 Years: Whence the Tranfverfe
Diameter of its Elliptic Orb will be found
V3575 %575 times greater than the annual Orb
or 118 times greater than the mean Diftance of
the Sun ; which Diftance, tho’ immeniely

"“ great, bears no Proportion to that of the Fixed
“ Ctars.
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