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I CONGRATULATE }ou my hearers on~the -
prefent joyful occafion.

Few Countries have experienced more or | reater changes,
-.':l'pccmlly for the laft twenty years, thah our own, Clouds

and darkncfs have often overthadowed our political Hemif-

phere ; they have been conftantly difperfed by the Providence
of Gop, and what ?hrcatcncd our ruin has ferved to further
our interefts. A late inft;lncc of this naturc taken in connec.
tion with the gencral profperity of our States at the prefent
period, has induced our fupreme executive Magiftrate to in-
vite us to affemble this day, and in our refpective places of
worfhip, unitedly to aferibe thankfgiving and praife to the

o

‘ great and gractous Ruler of the world,

As adapted to our purpofe, we fhall urprove thofe words
of the prophet Daniel,
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DAMEL 2d Chapter, 20th & 21{t Verfes,
o DANTEL anfiered avd faid BléMd be the name of Goo
“ for ever and ever; for wifdom and might are his, and
¢ he changeth the times and the feafons ; he removeth Kings
¢ and fctteth up Kings; he giveth wifdom unto the wife and

¢ knowledge unto them that know underftanding,

Gop'had been ghaciounfly pleafed inanfwer to his cariteft
prayers to reveal to the Prophet the interpretation of that
myferious dream which had greatly perplexed the mind of the
King of Babylon, . and the meaning of which he had fought
from his wife men in vain, 'This vifion prefented to the
view of the Prophet {uch admirable changcs in the kingdoms
of this lower world as filled him with gr.m:ful aftonithment.
He faw mighty Empires gradually nfing and declining in
{acéeflion ; - andithe events'of-each indma'tely conneftéd ‘with,
and bringing forward an illuftrious kingdom, {mall indeed in
its commentement, bt cvcnmally embracing-the woild"; fu.
perfedimg every* other dominion ; pmdﬂcm& the greateft glory
té'Gon and happinefs to man,

Fure of this grand and pleafing profpeét the Prophet ex-
prefles the feelings of a truly pious and devout heart in the
{ublime language of the text, ¢ Blefled be the name of

Gop, forever and ever, &c.'”’

We are not indulged as"Danfel was withtheviffonsof Gopy

but when we reflelt on palt events, when we attend to the

prefent circumftances of our Ccuntry and- mark the . mony
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feong fymptoms of ber future greatncfs, may we Mt_};-l-
in a degree the {ame pleafing grattade to Almighty Provi.
dence. And from the anticipation of the encreafing profper.
ity and happinefs of our country, adopt with great propriety
the langnage of the Prophet. ¢ Blefled be the name of Goo

forever and ever ; for wifdem and might are bis, and he chang-

eth the times and ths xafons,”

WiTsouT a very minute attention o every part of the
text the words will lead us to oblerve,

1. ‘Taat National changes are under the direftion of
@n iofinitely -wife and gracious Providince, # who changeth
the times and the feafons ; who remocth Kings and festeth
np Kings.” Towhich we fhall add,

2d. TuaT a good government, fi ch as our country now

enjoys, is an invaluable national blefling for which we owe

the warmeft gratitude to the Ruler of the world. We fhall

conclude with fuch #emarks and cxhortations as fuic the
pccalion,

iit. 'THewx we obferve, that national changes are under
the direftion of an infinitely wife and gracious Providence,

‘' He changeth the times, &c,"

Ir there is a Gop who ruleth and judgeth in the world he
muft refpe@ thofe large portions of the human race which
conftitute the diftin& nations of the carth, If individuals
nay, even the filling fp.‘li‘ow 15 an objelt of his attzntion,
much more will he artend to thofe great national changes
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with which the welfare and happinefs of mllhons of his ration-

=

al creatores are clofely connclied.

Bu however national changes may be afcribed to the pro-
vidence of God, there are certain principles in nature, agree-
ably to which they are generally produced and regulated.—
Thus different forms of Government may be traced to the
natural chara@er and paflions of men, operating according to

the circumftances in which they are placed, as the profperity

and decline of particular nations may with equal certainty be

denived from their moral charater,

To reverence old age ; to refpeét a father, are diCtates of
nature, Hence arofe the moft ancient of all governments the
Patriarchal ; the only government, probably, which exifted

previoufly to the general deluge—when the long-lived father,
mény centuries before his death might find himfelf the natural

ruler of a nation more numcrous than any one now inhabiting

the face of the earth. ﬁ

Tuis {pecies of government continued after the deluge in
the Hebrew Patriarchs.  Abraham was diftinguifhed in this
charalter, 1t s indeed common to all mankind in their moft
{fimple and unimproved ftate, who generally unite in beltow-

ing the honors and devolving the weight of government on

thofe who are {uppofed to have derived wifdom from age and

expenence,
. *

Bur this kind of government is incompatible with that in-
fatiable defire of power and property, whichis the certain con-

iy
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fequence of an 1mproved ftate of fociety, or of what is called

civilization, which by extending our views and enlarging the
{phere of our enjoyments, fupplics fucl to the paflions of the

human heart,

Ninron began the race of Monarchs, He founded the firft
great Empi-e recorded in hiftory,  From the concife charac-

ter given in fcripture of this {founder of Monarchy, he appears

to have been a bold, enterprifing, but turbulent man, who pro-
bably united artifice with ftrength in eftablithing his defpo-
tifrn.  His empire lafted for many ages ; but for many ages it
has been fo pérfetly deftroyed that the fituation of its vaft
capital Nwevel cannot be determined, cven from its ruinss

Thus tranfient s the glory of the world !

Monarcuy always has been, and is 1o this day, the moft

prevalent form of government among mankind, Shall we infer
from thence that 1t 15 beft adapted to human nature; and motft
conductve to peace, order and the general good of fociety.?

The inference would be falfe, and might as well be applied to

any other effet of the reftlefs paflions of men, which are not
governed hy a view to the general good, but ain at their ows

gratification,

Courp we indeed be fure of willom and goodnefs in the
Monarch, reafon would prefer the uniformity of an individual
ruler, after the example of the Government of the Univerfe,
Lut when we confider the weaknefls and depravity of human na.

ture. and the very critical fitvation of the man velted with {ovea
B
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reign rule, it appears to be folly in the extreme fora people o

fubjc@t themfelves to the caprice of a man, who, unlefs he s
{omething more than we have 2 nght to expedt from humanity,
will te dazeled with his exaltation ; forgee himfelf, give
loofe to his paffions and become the feourge of thofe who have

foolifhly trufted themfelves to his power,

It is furprifing how abjeét the minds ¢f men may te render-
¢l by a long ccurfe of flavery.  However, in fome inflances;
oppreflion has produced proper refentment, ivjured nations have
been roufed ; have felt their own weight 3 refolved to viadi-
cate their natural rights ; and to throw the yoke of oppref-
fion from their weary necks,  Buot too often alas ! they have
been intercepted by the pride and artifice of their popular
leaders, who have ebufed the confidence which the people have
fepofed in them, to accomphith thetr own wicked purpofe,
transferring the fovereignty from the Monarch to them{clves,
In confequence of which the people have only exchanged one
tvrant for another, or for many. Muliiplying their burdens
in proportion as they have increafed the number of their yu.
fers, In the fame proportion firengibertng the chains of their
flavery and leffening the probubility of obtaining that freedom

which was the obje&t of their wifhes,

PDuT to the honor of human nature, this has not always
been the cafe.  People have in fome inflances found leaders
to condudt them through fuch rcvolutiors, who, to con.
fummate wifdom, firmnefs, and perfeverance, have added the

create @ moderation; and who, like the Deity, have efimated
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their glory from the happinefs which they have procured for

others, Who, the confli being over, have retired to enjoy

in the bofom of peace, the affe@tion of their fellow citizens,
and the Dleflings with which they have been inftrumental of
enriching their country, by expofing thewnfelves to the danget

- and totls of war,

SucH to the praife of Almighty God be it mentioned, has
been the cafe with United America ; in confequence of which,
fhe has had the almoft unexampled happinels of forming a
conftitution of government for herfelf ; the prodution of the
united wifdom of her chofen {ons, and the moft invaluable blef-
) fing, of a temporal nature Heaven could Leflow on our fa-

vourcd country.

As particular forms of government refult from the natoral
charaQer and paffions of men, fo the profperity and decline of
ftates may with {till greater certainty be traced to the moral
charaler of nattons. The ftate of morals and religion, which
we would always conne@, is the natural pulfe of a nation ;

which will invariably rife or fall as public virtue prevails or

declines ; it being an immutable maxim, that © rightcoufnefa

exalteth a nation, but {in is a rcproach to any people.”

It has been faid indeed, that as in nature there 1s 2 regulas

progrefs, increafc and decline, fo nations have their helplels

infancy, allive youth, vigorous manhoo:d and feeble old age,
followed with inevitable diffolution. But the {imile, however

beautiful, is fzr from being juft. Nature is governed by fixed
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l:;; agrecable to which chanpes take place with inevitable
neceflity 3 fuch as no power or wifdom of man can cowtroul.
Thus-what power has man gither to fhun the enfeehling effeCla
of old age, or that death to which it certainfy leads him.
YWhereas the profperity ar decline of nations depend on moral
¢aufes, which are always capable of being varied, In confe-
quence of a change of charafer, or reformation in morals, a na-
tion may be refcued from ruin, when in the moft critical fitua-
‘tion ; this is precifely the language of Geop himfelf by the
meath of the Prophet Jeremiah. ¢ At what inftant I .fhall
¢ {peak concerning anation, ot concerninga kingdom, topluck
“ up and to poll down and to defltroy it ; if that nation .againft
% whom'l have pronounced turn from theirevil, I will repent
¢ of the evif that [ thought to do unto them,.”

'Fae decline of ftates then appears to be nofurther conne@-
ed with their duration than as pride, - luxury, and immorality,

‘ale tod often the confequences of fuch duration ; thefe are the
deeds of national ruin ; the dafeafes, which.unlefs correfted,
qauft termmate i the diffolution of the ftate,  How powerful
a motive in the baealt of every lover of his country to flem
the torrent of vice, by making cvery exertion . in his power to
promote chriftianity, that divine religion, the progrefs of which,

cqually tends to advance the profperity of nations, and the hap-
pinefs of individuals,

We proceed to obferve,
zdly. Tiart a good government, {uch as our country now

en)oys, 15 an invaluable blefling, for which we owe the warmeft
gratitude to the Ruler of the world,
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“Ir the great God changeth the times and the feafon:, re-
moveth Kings and fetteth up Kings, ther: the nation which has
eminently experienced the changes here referred to, muft cona
fider her prefent happy government as a blefling for which the

is peculiarly indebted to the good providence of God.

Tuar good Goverament is of the greateft importance to na-
tional profperity and happinefsy is abundantly cvilent, ‘The
cffet may be ftrikingly illuftrated from what takes place in
particular familics, which may be confiseredas flates in min.
jature.  How wretched  is the family where vice ond folly
preitde, how hapry where wiflom dwells with prudence, and
both confpire to promote donieflic or ler, profperity and peace,
With equal ceririnty does the folly cr wifdom of government
determine the condition of nations,  When the righiesus are
in autherity the peeyple rejoice, but when the wicked bear rule

the people moeum,

Bu T are the United States thas hapev ina goed form of aove
crnment wifely adminmftersd ? Yeg, this s the language of the
prefert folemrary 5 ir s for this wearsinvized to cfler unto

Gep tharkigivirg

]
L

Dut 1 orler o {ati-fy ourfelves and to
warm our Learts with gratitude on the oceafion, let us take a
tranfrent farvey of cur government and e prefent ftate of our
country, compared wiih the governments of other countries,

and our own fituation at {ume {onner p::rwds.

Oxr great advantage which weenjov bothas umite Yy and in-

vividual Rates 15 fined forms of government, concife ani des-
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finite, which are, or may be in the hands of every citizen, and

are calily underftoed. Hiltory furnifhes nothing equal to this

previous to the Ameiican revolution, what has taken place in
France fince, engages our devout wifhes and  fervent prayers

but we wait until time fhall unfold the fequel. What was
called the conflitution of the ancient Grecian Republics, was too

indcfnite to deferve the name it ferved to unite them againtt

a foreign enemy, but left them to perpetual broils among them.
zlves. Thc Roman Republic was fuch in name rather than re-
ality. In modern times while the greater part of the world is

fubjeCted to arbitrary rule, thofe nations which lay claim to

fixed and liberal forms of government have derived them
from incidents taking place at diftant periods ; they are the
work of different hands, and are cffentially deficient in unifor-
mity of defien and harmony of parts 3 are too complex and
unconnefted to afford cither pleafure to thofe who contem-
plate, or fecurity to thofe who pofi-fs them, they are not there.
torc to he compared with the beautiful temple of Liberty
whtch has been erected 1n America; of which every part difs

covers tnity of defign, and adds firength and Leauty to the
whole,

In moft governments there is a competition hetween the
rulers and the ruled ; they are confidered as having feparnte
iterefls, not always confiftent with cach other, In the Amen-
can conftitutions this is eftetually deftroyed ; the rulers and the
ruled are the fame ; the people govern themfelves ; and the

peorelt freeman {and I would to Gop there were none but free.
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sen 1n.the United States) fecls a confcious dignity, while h‘c
tholds in his hand, on the day of ele¢tion, his proportion of the

government of his country. Suitably to eflijpate and wifely to
improve this privilege, is the beft fecurity of public freedom.

In fa&t, our government happily unites the two grand objedls
of all political inftitutions, freedom with cnergy.

Wazn we look back on the hitory of our country, we may

collect from thence many circumflances to Rrengthen our gra-

titude on the prefent occafion. At an early period after the
fettlement of our fathgrs in this country, an unkappy jealoufy,

excited by their rapid growth, tork place in the breafts of
their Bntith rulers, and the American Colonies were fufpected
of entertaining a difpofition to independence long before any
-fuch difpofition exifted, 'This produced continual efforts on
‘the fide of the Britith government to reftrain, ard on our fide
to preferve our civil liberties, till finally, an atterapt to violate

-our charter, cffentially to change our government, render us

more dependent on Great Britain, and to tax us without oor
-confent, led to the late revolution, In the progrefs of which
we could meution many circumftances in cur favor which ap-
proached nearly to miracle, and marked in the moft ftriking
manner, the interpofition of divine Frovidence, But we muit
content ourfelves with oblerving. what we believe will te rea-
dily admitted, that fearcely an event took place, which how-
.ever threatening at the time, did not eventually lead to the fur.

therance of our great defign InpEPENDENCE and Prace.
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Afrer along and painful fruggle our views were accom.
plithed, our independence was eftablifhed, and we flattered
ourfelves that we might now enjoy, peaceably, the hard-carned
fruits of our toils, But alas! danger is often neareft when
fealt expected. Never were the American States in a more

critical fituation than at the period now referred to.

T & comparatively lax compact which had ferved to hold us
together while prefled by a foreign enemy, foon appeared to be
infufficicnt for that purpofe when the preflure was taken off and
the States were at peace. Congrefs wanted power and their
laws energy 3 they could recommend, but could not enforce.
All were not difpofed to comply. We had contrafted a debt,
a revenue mu be had and there appeared no other expedient
for obtaining it but a dire@® tax levied by individual States,
The taxes were heavy ; many parts of the country were dif<
treffed ; difcontents arofe ; defignine men took advantage of
popular complaints, an infurrection wzs the confequence.  But
how admirable are the ways of Providence ; inftead of eflen-
tially injuring us, it termuated in the adoption of that conllitu.
tion of government, in the happy effeéts of which, we unis day
rejoice, and may fay with peculiar propniety, ¢ bleffed be the
¢ name of Gop, for ever and ever ; for wifdom and might are

¢ his, and he has changed the timesand the feafons,”
L

Ir the excellency of any government ma}"bc cftimated by the
profperity of the people who arc under it ; the gencral prof-

perity of all orders of men in the United States, will give to

our government the loudelt encomiums,  And this, let me ob-
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ferve, extends to the adminiftration, as well as to the conftitu.
tions of our government, Indeed, the admirable wildom and

pridence by which we have been condudted through the threat-
eniﬁg appearances of a forcign war, and the alarming circum.
ftances of a domeftic infurreftion, demand our warmeft grati-
tide to our National Rulers in general, but cfpecially to that
venerable Father of his country, who has been raifed up, qualified
and fupported by the Farrer of the Univerfe, to be her glory
and to promote her happinefs, But here let our gratitude and
our praifes tcrminate oa Him “who giveth wifdom to the wife

and knowledge unto them that know underftanding.”

Ax Indian war feems to have been entailed on our country
it commenced early and has continued with little intermiffion, it

recedes from us as our frontier extends. But we flatter our-

felves that the wife and liberal policy adopted by our National
Rulers, as it has nearly extinguifhed that war for the prefent,
will prevent its ever being cqually diltrefling in future, as in
former periods. |

We are not intimately acquainted with the circ umflances
of the late infurre@ton in Pennfylvania ; it is fufficient to ob-

fcrve, that every man appeared to feel proper indignation at
the wanton oppofition to laws of our own making, in which,

if there is any thing oppreffive, the <eans of redrefs are in
cur own hands.

Taeulertnels with which every one liftened to, and obeyed
the call of the Prefident for fuppreiling the late infur}e&ion,
affords a pleafing cvidence of the encrgy of our government,
and of what 15 equally pleafing, that the people, though they
difter in polrical opintons with refpedt to what i of lefs im-
portance, are onited in affu€tion to their country, her conflitu-

tion and laws, and are equally ready to defend them,
B



18
T{:; mention, in the lalt place what is much to the honor of
our government, that it does not invade the rights of con-
{cience, nor profane Chriftianity, by undertaking to legiflate
for the kingdom of Chriff, but allows every man to think and
act for himfelf, with refpeét to that moft interefting fubject
religizny for hiserrors in which, he can only be amenable at the
bar of Jebovah, This is rendering to Gop the things that
are Goo's ; and marks the progrefs of that light which the
gofpel was defigned to diffufe on the world, and which, though
it may be cclipfed in particular inftances, will finally prevail to
the prodution of univerfal knowledge, liberty, virtue, and

happinefs to man, and the greateft poffible glory to its gra-
cious Author,

We might here give a loofe to our imaginations, and a3
Daniel dill, anticipate the events of future ages. We may be-

hold this extenfive Continent filled with civilized inhabitants
vaft cities adorned with the monuments of art and of induf-

try, where now all is drcary wildernefs ; and what is fill more
pleafing, from the accomplithment of unfailing prephecies, a
purc worfhip ofiered to the Gop of Heaven from countlefs

millions of wife, virtuous, and happy pecple.

Bur what is morce to our prefent purpofe, is to inquire how
we may fecure to ourfelies and traufinit to our pofterity,
the public bleflings which we now enjoy # Evidently by pro-
motiug the caufe and interefis of Chiriftianity, which, in its pro-

grefs, 1s equally predudtive of public and of perfonal happinefs.

ParTicurarLy let me recommend a ferious attention to
domeflic education. Families are the materials of which ftates
are compofed. The nurferies from which thofe muft proceed,

wilo are hereatier to adorn and enrich their country, As they

are now formeod, fuch will be their future erowth, Let them.
s
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be carly taught to love their country, to refpect her govern-
mc,nt and laws ; to feel their obligations of gratitade to thofe
wﬁo have heen inftrumental of procuring our public blefings,
But aboveall to love and reverence the AuTHor of their being,
his word and worfhip, Thus will they be for a name and

\ for a praife when we fhall be numbcered with the dead.

CurTivare a candid fpirit where different political optn-
1ons are adopted. It isthe {pirit of party, and not party itlelf,
that injures f{ociety, and is therefore to be guarded againft.
Difference in political, as in religious opintons, is unavoida-
ble, it can, indeed, hardly be confidered as an evil 1n the pre-
fcut ftate of human nature ; it only becomes fuch from the
indulgence of a cruel, cenforious fpirit.  When foftered by can-
dor, it anfwers valuable purpofes, it affords exercife for the
focial affections ; leads to inquiry and extends the field of know-

ledge. Candor does not imply inftability ; a man may be per-
~ feétly candid towards thofe who differ from him, and yet in

his condut fteadily adhere to the diftates of his own mind.
It is the bitternefs and turbulence of party fpirit which proves
the bane of focial peace, order and happinels,  As we all need
it in our turn, fo fhould we be ready to the exercife of can.
dor towards others. It gives dignity to our charaéter as men,
and 1s one good evidence in our favor as Chriftians,  To be

fevere on ourfelves, and candid towards others, is the periedtion

of the Chriftian charafter,

We are highly pleafed to find that a candid fpirit prevaiis
at prefent in the French Republic. They already experience
its happy cffe€ts, and we have no doubit of its being one means
of condu@ing thiem to the accomplithment of their cbjed, 1n
the eftablifhment of 2 wife, liberal and cnergetic government,

under which, %y and their pofterity may be heppy for ages to
coine,
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fwsyeap then of bizotry to our own opinions, as Lf we wese .+

the men, and wifdom muft dic with us; inflead of mdulging "
that party fpirit which is indifcriminating as the tempelt, ¥

lenticfs as death, and cruel as the grave, let us bear” in -ming
that we are like thofe around us, weak and erring creatukes,
that confidénce in cur own oginions in difputable cafes, is the
refult of pndc and folly, the imputation of which, cvery man
would wifh to aveid ; but which we cannot cfcape, except by
cuftivating thaticharnity which thinketh no evil, is the cement
of focicty, the beft fecurity of public peace, the bond of pet-

fﬂaﬂﬁrh . ‘}S_i o

‘Beroee T conclude permit me to difcharge thcbdéb;. bf'
" gratitpde which I owe to you, "I thank you my dear people,
for that liberality, candor and kindnefs which have marked
" your condut towards me. Be aflured thatit is notinJanguage
to cxprefs the defire T feel, not of your approbation only, but
of being inftrumentul of promoting your falvauon and happi.
mefs.—F¥in alﬁ, B

LeT us rejoice, that “He who changeth the times and tlie
* feafons, removeih kings, and fetteth up Kings,” has eftablifhed
a kingdom which cannot be moved ; which' fhall furvive the
extintion of cvery other dominton, and firally unite all nations
in the knowledge of, and {ubmiffion_to the great Redcemer ;
to whom every knee {hall bow, As fubjets of this Univerfal

Sovereic N, we may anticipate the period when fin and death
fhall be abolifhed ; nighteoufnefs and peace reflored, and we
curfelves may join with the redecmed world, in afcribing

blefling, and honor, aud glory, and power, to him that fitteth
on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and cvar’

> AMEN.
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