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T 0 deferibe the charater of the good
SOLDIER, as formed upon the principles and influ-
enced by the fpirit of Chriftianity, will perfedtly fuit
the prefent occafion; this, therefore, fhall be at-
tempted in the following Difcourfe, founded on thofe
words of St. Paul, 2 Timothy, chapter ii. and the
latter part of the fecond verfe

“ A coop SorLpiER OF JEsus CHrist.”

CHRISTIANITY has an excellent effe&t on the
chara&ers of men, in all the relations which they {uf-
tain in life. It renders them ufeful to fociety, as well
as happy in themfelves. It leads the foldier in par-
ticular to true glory in the path of virtue, and by
giving him a juft fenfe of his relation and obligations
to his Maker, qualifies him for the fervlcc of his

country
It
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capmmnd

IT 1s highly pleafing to contemplate the benevo-
lent defign of the gofpel inftitution. By fubduing
the paffions of men, thofe fources of contention, and
reforming the heart, this divine religion fhall ulti-
mately exclude war from the face of the earth ; and
by diffufing univerfal charity, produce univerfal peace.
But this great event can only be confidered as the
fubje@ of prophecy, the accomplithment of which,
though certain, is probably far diftant in futurity.

IT adds a grandeur to fcripture prophecy, when
we confider it as direGting its eye through fuch long
extended periods of time as aftonifth the minds of
mortals ; though they fink to nothing in: the fight of
Him whofe exiftence 1s eternal, and with whom a
thoufand years are as one day, and one day as a thou-
fand years.

CHRISTIANITY is emphatically the work of Ged.
Introduced and eftablifhed by the cxercife of miracu-
lous powers, it made {urprifing progrefs, {o long as it
was fupported and confirmed by that inconteftible
cvidence of its divine original ; fince which its preva-
lence has been very unequal, flow at the beft, and on
the whele extremely fhort of what its early fuccefs
feemed to indicate. The re-appearance of its divine
Author, attended with the {fame miraculous powers,
an event plainly preditted, will go far towards effett-
ing his gracious purpofe. But nothing fhort of re-

peated appearances of this nature, or fucceffive dif-
penfations
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penfations of Chriftianity, each more illuftrious than
the preceding, can complete the great d-fign. When
death fhall be {wallowed up in viGory, tears (hall be
wiped from all faces, a new heaven and a new earth
thall arife from the afhes of the old, and the world
become a kingdom of nghteoufrefs and peace.

As the progrefs of the feafons cannot, fo neither
can the advancement of Chrniftianity, be accelerated
beyond the defign of its Author. One part muft con-
form to another; and 1t is as abfurd to expe& general
peace in the prefent ftate of human nature, as the
fruits of fummer amid the frofts and fnows of wintes.
It is only by retonng man to his pnmitive chara&er,
the moral image of his Maker, an event which we as
confidently expe® as the return of the feafons, that
wars fhall ceafe to the eads of the earth.

In the prefent fRate of mankind, with refped to
moral and religious improvement, war s ncceffary upon
the {fame principle, and for the fame reafcn, that the
exercife of the fword of juftice 1s neceflary in the hand
of the magiftrate. As the one vindicates the rights,
and protets the lives of individaals, the other with
equal reafon prote&s and vindicates the rights of
nations. *

NationaL pride, the eager thirft for property,
and the equally eager luft of dominion, may preduce
fuch injuries and infults, as to excite rational refent-

ment in the breafts of the moft difpafionate, and ren-
| der
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der it a duty indifpenfable for a people to arm in
defence of that inhentance which Heaven has be-
ftowed upon them, and of which, it would be igno-
minious Zamely to {uffer men to deprive them. Whilft
Chriftianity forbids every other fpecies of war, it ev-
idently enjoins that felf-defence which is the firft
Jaw of nature, and muft be in force fo long as we have
an enemy to threaten, or an intereft to defend. Our
text imphes, the confiftency of war with the religion
of Chrift ; as we can hardly fuppofe the in{pired
author would have alluded to a calling which Chrif-
tianity forbids, to illuftrate the charader of the
Chnftian. | '

TrE foldier, therefore, in the prefent ftate of foci-
ety, is a profeffion as honourable as it is ufeful. He is,
in the hand of Providence, and under the dire&ion of
the magiftrate, the fafety of his country, the protector
of her honour and her interefts. This ufeful charac-
ter is highly adorned and rendered ftill more ufeful to
fociety by the influence of Chriftianity, which, by en-
lifting men into the fervice, and forming them us
good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, qualifies them in the
higheft degree for the fervice of their country.

SELF-cOMMAND—a true fenfe of honour—the
Jove of glory—patriotifm and courage, diftinguifh the
good foldier ; and thefe are produced in the greateft
perfection by an acquaintance with Chriftianity. The
firft leffon taught under the difcipline of Chrift is feif-

command,
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tommarid, a difpaffionate attention to the voice of rea-
fon and truth ; choofing peace as the greateft good,
and engaging .in war only to enfure the bleffings of
peace.. . The foldier of the Prince of Peace formed by
his religion, muft be the fon of peace ; he will never
be the dggreflor on the rights of others ; he wears on
his breaft, .what ought to be the motto of every
Chriftian, Bear and forbear 5 he is not eafily pro-
voked, nor fuffers refentment, that enemy of peace,
hghtl) to enter his bofom he 1s not overcome of
evil, but endeavours to overcome evil with good.

THERE IS, however, a certain pomt beyond whlch
forbearance is folly, and yielding 1s madnefs; this is
the point of honour to which the Chriftian foldier
carefully attends; and by which he governs nis con-

dudt.

 WHATEVER the crooked pohcy of this world may
have fuggefted to the contrary, the honour and nghts
of nations, as well as of individuals, are beft vindicat-
¢d on the generous maxims of the gofpel : and refent-
ment will be moft fuccefsfully expreffed, when jufti-
fied by reafon dignified with religion, and attended
with the eleareﬂ: evidence not only of juftice, but
even of forbearance towards the offending party. The
Chriftian foldier draws his fword at the call of juftice,
in the caufe of human happinefs ; it is purfuing this
caufe with propriety, tnat conftitutes the dignity and
honour of his charater.
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