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T 0 deferibe the charater of the good
SOLDIER, as formed upon the principles and influ-
enced by the fpirit of Chriftianity, will perfedtly fuit
the prefent occafion; this, therefore, fhall be at-
tempted in the following Difcourfe, founded on thofe
words of St. Paul, 2 Timothy, chapter ii. and the
latter part of the fecond verfe

“ A coop SorLpiER OF JEsus CHrist.”

CHRISTIANITY has an excellent effe&t on the
chara&ers of men, in all the relations which they {uf-
tain in life. It renders them ufeful to fociety, as well
as happy in themfelves. It leads the foldier in par-
ticular to true glory in the path of virtue, and by
giving him a juft fenfe of his relation and obligations
to his Maker, qualifies him for the fervlcc of his

country
It
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capmmnd

IT 1s highly pleafing to contemplate the benevo-
lent defign of the gofpel inftitution. By fubduing
the paffions of men, thofe fources of contention, and
reforming the heart, this divine religion fhall ulti-
mately exclude war from the face of the earth ; and
by diffufing univerfal charity, produce univerfal peace.
But this great event can only be confidered as the
fubje@ of prophecy, the accomplithment of which,
though certain, is probably far diftant in futurity.

IT adds a grandeur to fcripture prophecy, when
we confider it as direGting its eye through fuch long
extended periods of time as aftonifth the minds of
mortals ; though they fink to nothing in: the fight of
Him whofe exiftence 1s eternal, and with whom a
thoufand years are as one day, and one day as a thou-
fand years.

CHRISTIANITY is emphatically the work of Ged.
Introduced and eftablifhed by the cxercife of miracu-
lous powers, it made {urprifing progrefs, {o long as it
was fupported and confirmed by that inconteftible
cvidence of its divine original ; fince which its preva-
lence has been very unequal, flow at the beft, and on
the whele extremely fhort of what its early fuccefs
feemed to indicate. The re-appearance of its divine
Author, attended with the {fame miraculous powers,
an event plainly preditted, will go far towards effett-
ing his gracious purpofe. But nothing fhort of re-

peated appearances of this nature, or fucceffive dif-
penfations
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penfations of Chriftianity, each more illuftrious than
the preceding, can complete the great d-fign. When
death fhall be {wallowed up in viGory, tears (hall be
wiped from all faces, a new heaven and a new earth
thall arife from the afhes of the old, and the world
become a kingdom of nghteoufrefs and peace.

As the progrefs of the feafons cannot, fo neither
can the advancement of Chrniftianity, be accelerated
beyond the defign of its Author. One part muft con-
form to another; and 1t is as abfurd to expe& general
peace in the prefent ftate of human nature, as the
fruits of fummer amid the frofts and fnows of wintes.
It is only by retonng man to his pnmitive chara&er,
the moral image of his Maker, an event which we as
confidently expe® as the return of the feafons, that
wars fhall ceafe to the eads of the earth.

In the prefent fRate of mankind, with refped to
moral and religious improvement, war s ncceffary upon
the {fame principle, and for the fame reafcn, that the
exercife of the fword of juftice 1s neceflary in the hand
of the magiftrate. As the one vindicates the rights,
and protets the lives of individaals, the other with
equal reafon prote&s and vindicates the rights of
nations. *

NationaL pride, the eager thirft for property,
and the equally eager luft of dominion, may preduce
fuch injuries and infults, as to excite rational refent-

ment in the breafts of the moft difpafionate, and ren-
| der
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der it a duty indifpenfable for a people to arm in
defence of that inhentance which Heaven has be-
ftowed upon them, and of which, it would be igno-
minious Zamely to {uffer men to deprive them. Whilft
Chriftianity forbids every other fpecies of war, it ev-
idently enjoins that felf-defence which is the firft
Jaw of nature, and muft be in force fo long as we have
an enemy to threaten, or an intereft to defend. Our
text imphes, the confiftency of war with the religion
of Chrift ; as we can hardly fuppofe the in{pired
author would have alluded to a calling which Chrif-
tianity forbids, to illuftrate the charader of the
Chnftian. | '

TrE foldier, therefore, in the prefent ftate of foci-
ety, is a profeffion as honourable as it is ufeful. He is,
in the hand of Providence, and under the dire&ion of
the magiftrate, the fafety of his country, the protector
of her honour and her interefts. This ufeful charac-
ter is highly adorned and rendered ftill more ufeful to
fociety by the influence of Chriftianity, which, by en-
lifting men into the fervice, and forming them us
good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, qualifies them in the
higheft degree for the fervice of their country.

SELF-cOMMAND—a true fenfe of honour—the
Jove of glory—patriotifm and courage, diftinguifh the
good foldier ; and thefe are produced in the greateft
perfection by an acquaintance with Chriftianity. The
firft leffon taught under the difcipline of Chrift is feif-

command,
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tommarid, a difpaffionate attention to the voice of rea-
fon and truth ; choofing peace as the greateft good,
and engaging .in war only to enfure the bleffings of
peace.. . The foldier of the Prince of Peace formed by
his religion, muft be the fon of peace ; he will never
be the dggreflor on the rights of others ; he wears on
his breaft, .what ought to be the motto of every
Chriftian, Bear and forbear 5 he is not eafily pro-
voked, nor fuffers refentment, that enemy of peace,
hghtl) to enter his bofom he 1s not overcome of
evil, but endeavours to overcome evil with good.

THERE IS, however, a certain pomt beyond whlch
forbearance is folly, and yielding 1s madnefs; this is
the point of honour to which the Chriftian foldier
carefully attends; and by which he governs nis con-

dudt.

 WHATEVER the crooked pohcy of this world may
have fuggefted to the contrary, the honour and nghts
of nations, as well as of individuals, are beft vindicat-
¢d on the generous maxims of the gofpel : and refent-
ment will be moft fuccefsfully expreffed, when jufti-
fied by reafon dignified with religion, and attended
with the eleareﬂ: evidence not only of juftice, but
even of forbearance towards the offending party. The
Chriftian foldier draws his fword at the call of juftice,
in the caufe of human happinefs ; it is purfuing this
caufe with propriety, tnat conftitutes the dignity and
honour of his charater.

B Ho - gve,
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Hoxovx, as taught by Chrittianity, is indced
widcly different from that which 1s founded on the
capricious maxims of the world. The Chnftian
foldier 1s the votary of #rwe honour; he feels its
worth ; 1t warms his heart, and nerves his arm ; he
underftands and obeys its diCtates, while he feels the
utmoft contempt for its tawdry counterfeits.

Hoxc uR, alas! thou ftrangely proftituted name !
how art thou degraded by being conne&ted with
charalters and with actions, as deteftable to human-
ity as they are inconfiftent with reafon and religion !
How often is thy facred name applied to a phantom:
engendered by the werft paffions of the human heart,
and cherifhed at the expenfe of human happinefs ¢
How art thou degraded when made to attend the
bloody progrefs of him, who  deftroys thoufands to
gratify his own pr.de or luft of dominion ; that his
vile head may be adorned with a crown, and his name
be tranfmicted to pofterity as the conqueror of na-
tions. How art thou degraded when called in to juf-
tify a barbarous cuftom of avenging perfonal injuries
" at the expenfe of life, in defiance of ciwil order, in
the face of law, reafon, confcience, and religion. The
Chriftian foldier will vindicate thy rights, and teach
~ mankind that honour and virtue are infeparable ;.
that not he who enflaveth, much lefs who deftroyeth,
but the faviour and friend of man, who after the ex-
ample of the Saviour of the world, expofeth or even

layeth
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Sayeth down his own life for the good of others, is the
man of true honour; that the dignity of private
chara&er is better afferted, by treating perfonal inju-
ries with 2n indignant filence, or punifhing the of-
fepder by making him feel your fuperior goodnefs,
than by indulging a petulant relentment, the evidence
of a little mind, or purfuing that revenge which is the
effe of a vicious heart.  He that is flow to anger
is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his {pint
than he that taketh a city.”

THE Lope of glory animates the Chrifhan foldier ;
but it is a glory founded on folid and rational princi-
ples, and not that empty, vifionary thing which fafci-
nates the hearts of the proud and the vain, but which
vanifhes when examined in the light of reafon and
seligion. '

THE great Author of the univerfe feeks his own
glory in all that he does 3 this is his undivided object
in the creation and government of the world, 1n the
miffion of -his Son, and the difpenfation of his grace:
But this glory refults from the happinefs produced,
and fhines with a luftre exadtly proportioned to it.
Here then we find a ftandard by which to eftimate
the dignity of all rational creatures, }e who beft
improves the powers entrufted to him for promoting
general good, obtains the prize; and the greateft
glory refults from the greataft ufefulnefs.

. MAN
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MaAN is at beft extremely limited in his capacity
for doing good, and in his opportunities for the ex-
ercife of that capacity. Providence does, however,
in fome inftances, after long intervals, and by an ad-
mirable concurrénce of circamftances, exhibit the
human charaer to great advantage, and with fuch
1mprovement as to excnte the admlratxon of thc world

How ﬂluﬁnous does the faviour of his country
appear, and with what real glory adorned, who, hav-
ing f{uccefsfuily drawn his fword to vindicate the in-
fulted rights of a great nation ; the objet obtained,
prefides over her counfels in peace, and dires them
with fuch xquifite /kill as to promote her domelftic
profperity and happinefs, and her foreign influence
and honour. The glory of his country feems centred
in him, and in connexion with his name will be
immaortal.

By far the greater part of mankind are, from the
order of fociety or the allotments of providence, con-
fined to a narrow fphere ; they are nct, however, ex-
cluded from the proipe& and purfuit of glory, the
certain refult of filling with propriety the place ai-
figned us, and afting our part well in the world’s
great drama. The moft obfcure chara&er has its
connexions, and confequently its influence on fociety,
which being dire&ed in favour of virtue and human
happinefs, thall not lofe its reward ; for however un-
notxced fuch perfons may pafs down the ftrcam of

tlme,
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time, they are difinguifhed by Him whofe eye feetlt
all things, and fhall finally meet with the public ap-
plaufes of their Redeemer and Judge.

No feafon is fo quiet in this turbulent world, as to
exclude the propriety of military preparation ; the
beft fecurity for peace, is to be prepared for war.
Too great a diftin&tion between the aivil and military
chara&ers 1s producive of evil. The wifdom of gov-
ernment fhould aim to unite both in the fame pet-
fons ; that every citizen may. confider himfelf as a
{oldier, and every foldier may remember that he is a
cxtlzen

CrrisTiANITY Wil effe®t thns genuine patr'otxfm.
To the Chriftian, the love of his country is domettic
love enlarged. It deftroys tnifing diftinctions, and
while it embraces with warmth the interefts of a par-
ticular nation, it is correted by the love of human
kind.

How defpicable was the patnotd'm which taught
the Grecian and Roman foldier to feek .the aggran-
difement of his own, at thc cxpenf~ and with the
ruin of every other country. T he Chriftian foldicr

VIEWS t‘"ngs on 2 more crtc*'xd'.d px.;n, The v.or!d 1$
his country ; man his brother ; and nothmg is con-
fidered as foreign to hira, which relates to the good
of the fpecies ; when purfuing the interelt of a part,
he does not overlook the good of the wlofe ; when
he untheathes his fword, it is not to jnilict mifery on
others,




4
others, but to defend the inhetitance which God has
given him ; the juftice of his caufe gives fteadinefs to
his temper, and firmnefs to his arm, in the greateft
dangers.

Narvrs has invefted death with terross ; to pre-
tend not to feel them, is a vain boaft ; fome itronger
pafion may ftifie, nothing but religion can raife the
foul above, the fears of death, or infpire a rational
courage 1n the views of it.

It is thadnefs, and not courage, to dare death with-
out a hope beyond it. 1i this momentary life is to

- be our all, and exiftence to ceafe with our ceafing

puife, reafon urges to protract it by every pofiible
expedient ; for what carn compenfate for the lofs of
being ? How are the fenfelefs athes of the hero af-
fe@ed by the prefervation or the ruin of his country 2
both are to him perfettly indifferent.

HowgEevERr the underftanding may be dazzled by
the falfe reafonings of thofe, who with an abfurd zeal

" have abufed the pdwg'rs_ of eloquence, to weaken the
- evidence of 3 future ftate, candour on refletion will
- acknowledge, that it is weakening, if not deftroying

i
I
§
!
?
i

the great principle of morality, and the only folid fup-

| port in the hour of danger.

As the profpe& of immortality, fo every thing rel-
ative to man rifes or falls. Exiftence is hardly worth
acknowledging, if confined to a tranfient, anxious

;\»‘. 0
U\.IDD
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heing of threefcore years and ten. Connefted with a
future ftate, the great doftrine of the gofpel, man
holds a nobler rank in the fcale of rational creatures,

his interefts become more important, and he feels a
debt of gratitude to the Author of his being.

PerstADED of, and locking forward to an happy
immortality, man confiders himfelf as 2 pupil edu-
cated here, for 2 more valuable inhentance hereafter.
God is his inftru®or ; nature and revelation, reafon
and confcience point out the leffons which ke is to
learn and praitife ; providence exercifes the difciphne
by which they are enforced.

I general, we are taught to place our hope in God,
as our reconciicd Father in Jefus Chrift ; to love him'
with our whole heart, and our neighbour as ourfelves ;
fo purfue true glory, by becoming workers together
with God, in promoting, according to our abilities,
the good of fociety, the order, virtue and happinefs
of mankind.

Txe glory acquired in this way will be folid and
Bfting. It depends not on the page of hiftory, nor
on marble monuments. It may be faid of fuch, their
witnefs is in heaven, and their record is on high. It
has no connexion with the opinion whick the world
may entertain of us; it is {ufficient, that the Lord
knoweth who are his. The good man is fatisfied
from himfelf, and rgjoiccth in the profpe@s of that
period, when the Captain of his falvation fhall crown

with
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| with unfading glory his good foldier, who it this ftate
!ef trial has aCted his part well, and been faithful unto

' death.

FormAL, complimentary addrefles we defpife
You, Gentlemen, of this Ancient and Honourable
Company, will excufe me from every thing of the
kind ; and permit me to addrefs you with that plain-
nefs and fincerity which peculzcly fuit my profeffion

and my age.
You fet at once what mni’L be tbe drift of our ad-

drefs, if connected with the preceding difcourfe. It

~ 1s not to remind you that your Company is ancient

and howouradle ; that 1t has been an ornament to your
country ; has furnithed thofe who have done honour
to the charaer of the foldier ; and that veterans,
who have bled in the caufe of their country, have in-
ferted their names in your rolis. Thefe things may
be meptioned as excitements to emulatnon Degen-
eracy is difgraceful. But our grand objet is to con-
vince you, Gentlemcn, that to be good {oldiers, you
muft be good men and g,ood Chrifiians ; that to be
quahﬁcd to ferve your country effeCtuaily, you mutft
ferve the Lord Chrift ; and that unlefs this is the cafe,
whatever names you may affume, whatever pomp you
may exhibit, whatever patrxotxfm or courage you may
profefs, it is all idle parade ; a kind of fcenery, which
may amufc and pleafe for a time, but when the cur-
tain drops, darknefs and defpair fucceed.

Tus
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Tre charaler of the good foldier and the good
Gitizen are effentially the fame ; religion is the bafis
of both. Piety is the parent of focial and perfonal
virtue ; thefe render men mutual bleffings.

Vice diffolves the bonds of fociety ; weakens the
- force of law ; enflimes and fets at liberty the unruly
paffions of men ; produces contention, confufion and
mifery. Religion the reverfe ; ftrengthens thie focial
bond ; gives energy to law ; reftrains the paffions;
produces order, peace, and public happines. No
.government can be happy, no free government can
{ong exift, unlefs its charaier is prevailingly virtuous,
~ Taz good foldier muft be a patriot ; he loves his
country, and confults her interefts ; but, how con-
temptible is that patriotifm, which will not difpoft s
~ eman to do the moft cflential, and perhaps the only
thing he is capable of doing for the good of his coun-
try, that is, to be virtaous. We cannot ali fill pub-
fic, we may fill our private ftation, fc as to render it
a poft of honour. If we are not called to thow the
good foldier in the field, we may do it to as good
purpofe at home, by oppofing wice, our own and our
country’s greateft enemy.

You, Gentlemen, are confidered as our firft mili-
tary corps ; your example will do much towards pro-
moting a military {pint, giving it proper diretion,
and fixing the hitherto undefcribable point of mili-
tary honcur. If you conne& it with the dignity of

- C religion,




i

¢

-1 &

Seamensue

“religion, and the amiable forms of focial and private
- virtue, the effe® will be happy ; and within the fphere

of your influence, the good foldier, the man of hon-
our, the good man, and the good Chriftian will be

the fame. May the God of armies blefs you! and
may your iaftitution flourifh, till wars fhall ceafe by

_ the prevalence of the kingdom of the Redeemer,

May you keep in view and fteadily follow him ; obey
hus orders ; do his will ; and he will certainly lead you
to vellory and to glary.

Tais refpetable auditory will mdulgc me with ob-

| ferving, that although we exclude politics from the

defk any farther than as effentially conneéted with re-

- ligion, we may be permitted en this occafion to ex-
' prefs the gratitude we feel to Providence for that ex-
* cellent form of government with which our country
 is favoured ; and for the happy effe@s we have derived
. from it for fuccefiive years ; nor do we confider fome
' difference of opinion upon political fubje@s as an evii ;
~ 1t leads to inveftigation, confequently to the difcovery

- of truth. That free government is in real danger

which meets with no oppofition ; and a dead wa-

. formity of opinion difcovers fuch an apathy in the
. public mind as threatens *'» death of liberty.

!
|

THE only evil we difcover here is a want of can-
dour, where different opinicns are abetted. Suppoie
our neighbour to be in an error, why fhould we im-
peach the heart for the errors of the head ¢ But alas!

where
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where or whofe ic the error? Is it yours? or is it
mine ? Let each take his thare of that weaknefs and
 Hiability to err, which is common to us all, and def-
pife himfelf if he findeth the pride of his heart betray-
ing him into an imaginary infallibility, or to think
the worfe of another, merely on account of his hold-
ing a different opinion. |

LET us cultivate that chanty whlch thinketh ro
evil, and which by ¢ementing our hearts will prevent
the ill effe@s arifing from different political views.
Our political hemifphere has been clouded, and we
have been threatened with the calamity of foreign
war; but we flatter ourfelves, that the bleffing of
Heaven upon the prudent meafures of our national
government, wili difperfe the cloud, and that the blefl~
ings of peace will ftill be indulged to our favoured
country ; that her rifing glory will anfwer the fan-
guine expeQations and fervent prayers of her friends.
But a nobler objet fhould terminate our views;
another and a better country beyond the grave. It
has been purchafed for, revealed to, and urged upon |
“us by the moft powerful motives. Let us embrace
the animating hope, and under the influence of it

fteadily endeavour to a& our parts well, as good fold-
ters of Jefus Chnft. ?

FIN IS






