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1 Car. 1I. 1, 2.

Aid I, Brethren, when I came to you,came
not with excellency of Speech, or of Wif-
dom,declaring wunto you, the Teftimony of
God. For I determined not to know any

Thing among you, fave Jesus CHrisT,
and bim crucified, |

pieoedegtHE great work and bufinefs of a
k@pess golfpel minifter, is to teach the
B0 chriflian religion, and to lead men
riibiie to a right underftanding ef the
i@ method of falvation, containedin
goipel of Chrift. In order to which,it is ne-
ceflarythat he thould become acquainted,with all
fuch things as have a diret tendency toilluftrate
the do&rine of a crucified Saviour ; or that are
neceflarily conneted with this important article
of religion. The main point that a pious mini-
fterhasin view, is to promote the knowledgeof the
frue
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true God aud Jefus Chrift whom be bath fent ; as
the way which leads .10 eternal-life..  All his ftu~
dies are to be made fubfervient tc this grand
end. Whniever jutuiferés with it, 1s to be re-
je&ted. 'Tis acting out of charaéter for a gof-
pel minifter to feck popular applaufe alone, or
to ftrive only to ger a name for wifdomknow-
ledge, or eloquence. It is cnough for himy, 7
approve himlzlf unto God ; a workmun that needeth
#ot to be ajirgined, r:g/)t_/y,dtwdmg the word of truth.
A view to promote the glory of God, and hap-
pinefs of mmkmd, is the principle that ought
ever to animate him, to the difcharge of the trujl
repofed in him. He ought to eftcem the divine
approbation more than all t';e honours, profits
and applaufes of mortals. One that is convin-
ced of the importance of the chriftian religion;
and who makesit the ultimare end of his preach-
ing, to promote the intereft of the Redeécmer’s
kingdom; will with the apoftle Pqulin our text,
come to his people, not with excellgncy of /peec/y
with the vain pomp of language, or with great
appearance of human wnldom, when he declares
unto them the tefbimony of God : ‘for he will deter-
mine not to know (or concern himfelf ; notto
make known) amy tbmg amony them, /aw Jefus
Chrift and bim crucified.  ‘The fenfe of which text
may be exprefled in the followir: g ‘paraphrafe of
the excellent Dr. Doddridge : -— ** When 1 firft
“ came among you, I came nut 'zmtb the pomp of lan-
“ guage or wifdoms, wich the laboured charms’ of
“ cloquence or philofophy, for I remembered
“that 1 was dec};rmg unto you no human i mven-.
¢ tions,
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“tions, which needed or admitted fuch orna-
“ ments or recommendations, but was exhibi-
“ting the teflimony of God to. a plain falt, for
““ which I produced authentick evidence ; by
* vifible divine operations. 1 therefore detes-
‘“ mined ro exhibit it in as intelligible a way as
‘I could; and treated it as one who believed
“ that it rcally came from God ; and fo needed
“ not the varnithing of human art; for I was
“ previoully determined in mind, that fond as I
‘“ anw you were of refined fpeculations and
*¢ polite addrefs, I would appear to know and ap-
‘" pl y my felf, to make known nothing among you
“but Jefus as the Chrift, the great” promifed
‘“ Mefliah of the Jews; even that crucified perfon
“ againlt whom fo man) fcandals are ralfed
“ yetdid I'refalve fteadily to maintain the dodt-
“* rine of his crofs, and endeavour to exalt it's
“ honour wherever I came, not excegnugthelr

‘“ opulent and polite city.

According to this we fee that the apoﬁle was
fo fenfible of the importance of chriftianity,
that he had no defire of being efteemed forany
other kind of knowledge ; the whole point he
had in view being to illuftrate the docrine of a
crucified Jefus, in the beft manner he could.
His whole ambition was to preach the gofpel of
‘Chrift in irs native ¢ purity and fimplicity, avoid-
Aing that parade of words and thew of learning,
which tends to obfcure rather than to fet in a
Juﬂ light the true faith of Chrift. And as this
is what fhould be the great concern and ftudy
of minifters,in cvery age of the church,topreach

pure
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pure chniftianity, without thofe affcéted orna-
ments of rhetorick, which only feive to amufe
‘thie mind, and draw it off from the fimplicity of
the gofpel. So from our text we may learn
thefe ufeful truths. |

I. That a gofpel minifier fhould carefully avoid
ufiug in his Sermons, too pomposs a flile, and too
many_refinements in [peculation, leaft he fhould ob-
Jeure the truth, :

II. That he [hould make it the grand bufinefi of
his life to make known the dofrine of a crucified Ke-
deemer in the cleareft manser that he is capable of.

1. ‘That a gofpel minifler flould carefully avoid
#fing in his Sermons, too pompous a flile, and too
many refinements in_fpeculation, leaft hé fhould ob-
Jure the truth.

To abound in tooluxuriant and affected a
‘diftion, and to run inté fcholaftick niceties, is
‘far froth being a likely method to promote the
knowledge of chriftianity, it having a natural
‘tendency to lead the mind off from the purity
. and fimplicity of the gofpel. ‘Too much paint
and varnifh hinder the truths of the gofpel from
fhining out in their genuine luftre and bright-

. "tiefs,” Hence the Apoftle fays, that Chrift feds

“him to predach the gofpel, not withwifdom of words,

. left the crofs of Chrift fhould be made of none effed.
'By this and the like phrafes we are not to un-
derftand, that the chriftian religion is not a wife
“and rationat inftitution, or that it is incapablt;
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of the arngments of a true and manly eloquence;
for it would beabfurd to fuppofe, thatthe father
of lights and the fountain of all wifdom and
knowledge, fhould authorize any conftitution
that was not in it felf wife and rational ; .and
that this could not be the fenfe of the Apoftle,
is plain from what he fays, Howbeit we fpeak
wifdom argong them that are perfel—the wifdom of
God in g myflery. Nor was it the Apoftle’s de-
fign to depreciate any kind of eloquence tha
could ferve to fet the important doétrine of the
gofpel in a true light ; for it has been obferved
by learned men, that the apoftie Pau/ was him-
felf an orator of the fitlt rate, and made as much
ufe of true eloquence as almoft any preacher
whatever; and that jn his writings which are
left us, may be found almoft every figure of the
moft perfect oratory, us’d with the utmott pro-
priety and beauty : but what the Apoftle calls
the wifdom of words, and condemns as having
a tendency to resder the crofs of Chrift of none
eflelt ; are thofe feveral kinds of falfe eloquence,
-which ferve to amufe and miflead, inflead of in-
forming and improving the underftanding ;
fuch gs ferve rather to obfcure than illuftrate the
.doétrine of the gofpe! : fuch is an aflected ditj- 1
on, abounding with great fwelling words of va-
nity, and thofe pompous high-flown mataphors, Z

-which under the pretence of containing fome
wvery fublime myfteries and. profound fenfe,aze
only a jingle and play of wards, containiag li-

.$le or no meaning in them, - )
| B . Thes
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This ftile prétends to atm at the higheft wif-
domand the moft refined knowledg®; but when
we come to ftrip-off it's falfe glare, and bunc
down thefe unnatural metaphors, the great ap-
pearatice of fublimity and fine fenfe vanithes
into fmoke. Nor can we find any thing to pay
us for our- trouble, -unlefs it be a confcioufne!s
of having undeceived afew honeft minds, that
have been dazled and blinded by this falle
Juftre. This is the common fault of enthufi-
afts; and men of too warm anirmagination,who
fancying to themfelves that they have freguent
communion and fellow(hip with God, imagine
their underftandings are illuminated far beyond
the reft of mankind. T'his promptsthem to ule
the myftical language which they miftake for
‘good fenfe and fublime theology ; and to a-
bound in a fort of unmeaning cant and jargon ;
‘Whereby they amufe themfelves & others, with
airy phantoms of their brains ; which ex fts no
‘where but only in their over-heated imagina-
‘tion ; and under a notion of deep myfteries,and
{fublime divinity, they ridiculoufly fall into the
-greateft abfurditfes imaginable.

Now any fober man upon theleaft refletion,
may difcern that the knowledge of Chrift can
never be promoted iir fuchya manner as this, but
on the contrary, that it has a dire& tendency to

“render the crofs of Chrift of none effelt, by obfcur-

15g the truths of the gofpel, and inftead of pure

“chriftianity, prefenting us only with the reve-

ries of an over-heated imagination. And as
this extream fhould carcfully be avoided by c-
very
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very gofpel minifter, fo {hould every thingthat
verges too mych toward it.  Such are all thofe,
kinds of talfe rhetorick, that ferve only to amufe
the minds of people, bur nor to inftruét them.
Such alfo is that kind of fuftian, that only dif-,
plays the luxuriant imagination of the fpeak-
er, but Jdoes nof clear up any nmpomnt truth,
of the gofpel. :

. Of this kind, are mere addrefles to the paﬂi-.
ons ; without taking any care to inform the,
judgmeut apnd underftandjng : fora grcat'deal
of heat without any light can never anfwer the
end of true religion ; which being areafonable
{ervice, ought always to be treatedina rational
maaner. Not but that when the mind is fully
convinced of any truth, itmay be very proper
to engage the affections and excite the paflions.,
For doubtlefs they fhould be engaged on the fide
of religion. Nor is there any danger that our
affections will be too much excited to religion,,
fo long as they rife only in proportion to the
conviction of the judgment. Let a preacher be
bur aflyred, that thofe to whom he preaches,
are {ufficiently convinced of the truth, reafona-
blenefs, and importance of the point, he has in
view, and then let him addrefs them inthe moft
pathetick manncr he is capable of. But to fet
their paflions to work when the judgment and
umderﬁandmg are .not convinced ; is only a
turning religion intoa mere picce zof mechanift .
But a mechanical & irrational religion, can never
come from that God, who is the author of all
m{cllc&ual light, and thefource of right reafon.

B2 Mechanical
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Mechanical fervour, and an irrational devotion,
can only be proper for irrational beings ; and
“fuch as aré not endowed with underﬂandmg
and common fenfe. The fame may be faid of
thofc who abound in nice and refined fpecula-
tiotis ; fuch as barren points' of controverfies,
dry and critical obfervations, or philofuphical
difquifitions, or any refinements in divinity,
which do not level to the capacities of the hear-
€rs.
~ Of this kind are ‘the fine-fpun cob- webs of
metephificiahs, ‘Wwhich have occafioned many
dlprtes amoung chriftians to no purpofe. How
many will contend with the nrmoft earnefinefs
about a parcel of nice {cholaftick phrafes, as if
they were the grand points of religion, when
either they are only about a fet-of vague and
mﬁgmﬁcant termz, bemg words without ideas,
or mere 'verbal conténtions ; or if there is any
real dnﬁ"ertnce, 'tis necrly fpcculauVe, and ‘fuch
ds ‘'does not affeét pradlice, or elfe abour fome-
tHing left doub»tful and ambiguous in {cripture,
or of fuch 3 nature, that we have not faculties
fufficient to detérmine on which fide ‘the trith
liés, or ‘at moft of but fmall importance to reli-
gion andthe fouls‘of men: yet thefe are often
¢onteénded for, inifach an ill-matured and un-
chriftian itanner; as'greatly to difturb the pedce
of cliurchesjand to obfcure a great many truths
of divinity,'and much to'the hure of vital picty.
To tethédy 'this evil, 'the preacher of the:gof-
Pél ‘thould keep cléfe to feripture ‘language.
"I'hoi'e‘w‘btﬂs which'the Holy Gholt dictateth ;
| ior



As Ordinatiow S E K M O N. Y

for thefe are the words moft fuitably adapted
to cxprefs fpiritual things, and to canvey to our
undertandings, the fublime and glorious truths
of the gofpel of JefusChrift, in the cleareft man-
net. When we ufe fcripture words, we may
di{courfe of divinethings with the greatelt pro-
priety and exatnefs, and hall molt eminently
advance others in.true piety and goodnefs.—
Not that we fhould be fo vefy fcrupulous as on
nooccafions whatever,to make ufe of any words
about religious matrers, which are not .to be
found 1in {criptare ; for it may fo happen, that
'we fhall in fome cafes be obligud to ufe tedious
circumlocutions to exprefs our minds, unlefs we
make ufe of unfcriptural phrafes. .

But whatis chiefly intended, is that we fhould
not unneceflarily introduce 4 fet of vague and
undeterminate unfcriptoral tcrms ; that we
fhould flick to the language of infpiration as
iclofe:as we can with conveniency ; and that
thofe wunfcriptural terms, whofe meaning is
.doubtful, and apt to lead people-aftray ; fhould
‘be.omitted. ‘The apoftlc Pau/ has guarded us
againft this diftemper,2 Tim.ii. 14. Ofthefe things
-put them in remenibrance, charging them tefore the
Lord, that they flrive not about words to no - profie,
-but to the fubverting of the hearers. Had men
:minded this of the Apoftle, and been careful of
JSubverting itheir hearers by their verbal conten-
'tions and logomachies, they had prevented an
1iifinite deal of mifchief, that'has been done to
the-chriftian world. This diftemper arifes from
;pride, a.defirenot to feem ignorant of any-thing ;
. has
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has put men upon coining a fet' of unintelligi-
ble phrafes, which at firft view feem to carry a
fhew of learning and wifdom ; bur when cxa-
mined to the bottom, mean nothing ; being
entirely vague and infignificant. Hence the
apoftle Paul {ays, If any man teach otherwife, and
confent not to wholfome. words— he is prond, know-
ing nothing, but doting about queflions and firifes
of words, which cometh of envy, [firife, rajlings,
evil furmifings, perverfe difputings of men of cor-
rupt minds, and deflitute of the truth. A delire
to appear wife and knowing, to gain popular
.applaufe, feems to be the principal accafion of
‘men’s running into this error : and where one
1s afraid of a rival, it occafions ewvy, firife,
railings, asd evil furmifings, It isan aiming at
an cxaltation of one’s felf, contrary to the A-
poftles practice, 2 Car. iv. 5. For we preach not
our [elves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord, and our felves
yaur fervants for Jefus fake. To make one’s felf
the end of preaching ; to be in purfuit of popu-
lar applaufe, or to appear wholly defirous of
being elteemed and carefled by mankind, as
wife, eloquent and learned, 1s fruftrating the
great end of preaching, and forfeiting the cha-
racter of a good minifter of the gofpel of Chrift!
*Tis true, there is great danger of minifiers be-
ing infeted with this diftemper, when their
.hearts are not feafoned by divine grace, nor are
animated with the noble and generous viewsof
doing good to the fouls of men. Can fucha
minifter be expeéted to preach Chrift Jefus the
Lord ? Will he not rather be conftantly pr:acbﬁ»{:,/g

‘ himfelf,
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himfelf; aiming wholly at his own honour and
advantage ! He that alls from thefe low and
bafe views, will endeavour to ferve a turn by
fuiring the tatte of his hearers.

Thus, if they are enthufiaftically inclined, it
will not be firange if he fhould pretend to ex-
traordinary illuminations and communion with
the divine being : if they affect politenefs, he
will endecavour to become a modifh and fafhio-
nable preacher, and when any fchemes of divi-
nity fuit the taftc of his people, he will infift
wholly on them ; however contrary they may
be to the gofpel : if they are filled. with a fpi-
rit of feCtarifm ; then fuch a preacher will be

continually harpmg on the peculiar tenets and
d;(hnéhons of the party. -

But this leads me to obferve,

11. That a gofpel minifier fhould make it the grand
bufine(s of his life, to make known the dofirine of a
‘Zruc:ﬁed redeemer in the cleareft manner he is capa—

le of.

‘That the work and bufinefs of agofpel mini-
fter, is to teach men the way to falvation, is
what ftands in need of no proof; that he fhould
make it the grand bufinefs of his life is plain,
both from the nature of his office, and from
fcripture.  See2 Tim. ii.4. INo man that warreth
entangleth himfelf with the affuirs of this life,that be
may plea/é him who hath chofen him to be a foldier.
Y T, iv. 13,15. Till I come give attendance $0
read¢ g, to exhaortation, to doflrine — meditate 4pos

nhgfe
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thofe things, give thy [elf wholly to them ; that My
profiting may appear to all.  The plain importof
which is, that a gofpel minifter thould make
divinity his principal ftudy, and that he fhould
not purfue any other bufinefs, that may inter-
tfere with the care of fouls ; and with ftudying
to preach the gofpel in the purity of it. His
mind fhould be well ftored with the knowledge
of divinity, and the defires of his foul ought to
be for the promoting of the gofpel of Chrift :
he fhould be acquainted with the fpi-it and ge-
nius of chriftranity, and poflefled of every en-
dowment whereby he may recommend the re-
ligion of JBsus, and bring men to a tharo’ ac-
quaintance with the doétrines of the gofpel. He
fhould teach both by doétrine and example, and
confequently fhould be pofleffed both with love
to God, and the great Redcemer : for can he
who i3 not tranfported with the charms of ver-
tue and piety, be likely to fet forth the amiable
nature of holinefs and true goodnefs, in fuchan
engaging manner,asto excite mankindto thepur.
fuirof it ? will he be likely to difcover to others
that pure joy and tranquility of foul,that refults
from the harmony of pious and devout affeti-
ons, who has never difcerned any thing in him-
felf but thofe tumultuous and difcordant paffions
that naturally arife froma vitiated and depraved
mind ! will he recommend vital piety and thé
glories of a crucified Jefus, with that fervency
aitd genuine fimplicity that becomes a gofpel
minifter, who has not a lively and realizing
fenfe-of thefe things vpon his own mind? fgw

ides
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fides will he not be too apt to neglect the inte-
reft of Chrift's kingdom, and be puriuing his
own inteteft and the approbation of mankind 2
will he be able to bearup under the reproaches
and trials that fome times a gofpel minifter is
expofed unto ! When he fees the wolf comingy
will he not flee and leave his flock ; and beapt
many ways to hinder the progrefs of the gof-
pel ! For whatever mafk he may put on, ftill
the corruptions of his heart will be apt to dif-
cover themfelves. Hence our Saviour fays to
the apoftle Peter, Simon, fon of Fonas, loveft thox
me msre than thefe ? and upon his afirming that
he did, he fays, feed my lambs. Not but thac
one who 18 not throughlv religious, may be
poflefled of very eminent talents for learningand
knowledge, and be capable of doing great ier-
vice to the caufe of religion : for the validity
of gofpel adminiftrations depends not on the
grace of the adminiftrator ; for God has not
bound himfelf by any promife that he wili never
blefs the adminiftrations of unregenerate men,
or that hz will never ufe fuch as 13ftruments for
fpiritual good to others.  But he thatis poflefled
of love to Chrift, is far likelier to be ferviceable
to the fouls of men ; becaufe it is more natural
to fuppofe that he will exert himfelf in the
caufe of Chrift ; and that it will'’be more eafy
for him to recommend religion in its genuine
{implicity and purity both in his preaching and
converfation, than for him who is deftitute of
vivtaous and pious principles

o |  One
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One who is convinced of the importance ¢f
nchmon and vieal pnct), and is animated by rel:-
gious views, wili make lelmty his great dchght
and his main ﬁud) s his conftant cndcavour will
e 1o grow in grace; and in the krowledge of Jefus
Chrift ; which he will efteem a5 the moit valu-
able and ufeful knowledge in the world ; it will
be his great concern to cultivare it in his own
mind, ang to propagate 1t in the clearelt man-
ver to others. He will efteem the Zoly ferip-
tures as every way [ufficient to make the man of God
perfed in chriftianity,.and t/)oroug/)(y Jurnifl bim for
every good work. . This facred depofitum he will
eftecm as the rula of life, the meafure and ftan-
dard of moral altions ; as fuch he will make it
his principal ftudy to find the will of God there-
1n contained, that he may conform lis heart
thereunio : being poﬂ’cﬂed of - a fair and honeft
mmd, he will ever be defirous of truch,and dif-
pofed to embrace it, wherever he difcovers it.
Being truly pious and vertuous, he will not be
led iuto any dangcrous errors, from that enmiry
and oppoiition to truth, arifing from corrupe
and depraved- affeétions.  He has toe noble a
foul to be frighted from the truth, becaufe ir is
contrary tothe popular or fafhionable divinity
of his day. He will embrace and preaeh up
pure chriftianity, even when men cannot bear
gound doifrine.  As he ic not prejudiced againit
the truih from education, paffion orintereft; {o
he will not wreck and torture the feriptures, to
{ make them fevour his own darling notions.
©n-the contrary, he will have no fentiments ot

p’\r “bqnl'\:r\’
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\.hn(hamty, but fuch as he derives from his bi;
ble ; whu,h he will be always dilpofed to cone
ftrue in it's'molt -obvious fenfe, thatitis capad
ble of : arule,which'if put in practice faithifully,
would foon put an end to a variéty of dlfputcs
and controverfies dmong us.  Upon any arti-
vle of faith, he is not determined’ by the greéat
wames of Fathers, Synods, Councils, or an} hu:
wnan Authunty whaiever: he is not fo anxious
to know what is the opinion of this or the other
divine, as to know what are'the dictates of the
word of God. Tho' ready to ufe the labours
of pious and learned divines, he confiders them
only as the writinigs of fallible men, and cannot
rely on them as ‘the ftandard. of{ruth incom-
pofing difcourfes for his pcop}e, ke does not o
much confider, how this or the cther fentence
wil be applauded by men, but how heé may beft
edify tlie Touls of his bearers. He feeks fot for
thist eloquence which will ferve only to recomn-
mend him to the approbation of mankmd but
that which will beft enable him to recom:mend
the religion of Jefus Chrift : He infifts moft on
thofe dotrines which are of greateft impor-
tance; he confidersall thofe thingsas grand bran-
ches of chriftianity, which tend to infpire men
with motives to blety and virtue, to promote
;vue humility and meeknds, to beget juft ideas
of Jefus Chirift, and the gofpel method of falva-
tion, and that afford us rhe nghtcﬁ notions and
conceptions of the ever bleffed God: in fhort,
he confiders chriftianity not as a meer 1pccula-
uon, but as a {chieme wifely adapted by God to

-y

2 promote
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promote. the fpiritual and everlafting happi-
nefs of mankind ; he valucs every fentiment
of divinity jn proportion ro its tendency to
makc men wifer and better ; all perfons differ-
ing from him'in nice and abftrufe points,if they
have the fame pious and pralical views, he
efteems as true chriftians. He who is poffefled
of fuch 4 noble and generous foul ; will under-
ftand many things in religion which perhaps
~ fome more knowing, but'lefs honeit perfons,
would ftumble at: This man is properly pre-
pared to preach Fefus (.m‘:j} and him crucified ;
whichintends fomethmg more than often ufing
his name in a vague and unintelligible manner;
for it muft imply. prcachmg up the perfon and
offices of Chrift : :as the Son of God, who was
fent into the world to purchafe eternal redemp-
tion for us ; as the great prophet deﬁgned to
- inftrud us, in’ the way to happme{s as our
high prieft who offered himfelf 'up to God a
facrifice of atonement for the fins of the world:
-and as the king and head of the church ; whoiis
to rule and- govern us. ‘'He is to be prcached
1up as the Lonly Mediator between God and man,
thro’ whom alone we muft find accepiance :
that he came to redeem us both from the penal
coire quences of Adam's firft tranfgreffion, and
from sl the fins of our Jives,by purchafings re-
furreftionto immortal glory end happinefs. To
- preach Jefus Chirift and him crucified,mufi nean
the preaching up whatever has any tﬂndeu\,y to
llluﬂ rate that great articlz of chrifhianity,or that
lmphe.d in it. He that omits. preaching any
: , !I]ihg.
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thing, that is any ways conneéted with, or that
will ferve te throw any light upon, or, to in-
creafe our knowledge of, the doérines of the
gofpel, is not 2 good and faithful minifter of
Jefus Chrift : and this will be found to extend
to, and to take in, all that we can know of true
religion from reafan or revelation : for he that
- 1s ignorant of any thing that appertains to reli-
gion and piety ; fo far may be faid not to know
Chrift ; for how can any one underftand who
Jefus Chnft 15, 13 the gofpel fenfe of it, unlefs
he knows Lim to be the Son of God, fent into
the world for the falvation of finners? But can
any anr * ow this without an acquaintance
with th  cing and perfections of God ! Can
any one underftand what is intended byChrift’s
coming to fave finners ; without undetftanding
‘what fin is, and the -contrariety tbereof to.the
moral perfections of the divine nature 2 or can
this be urderftood ~ withoyt knowing the rela-
tion we ftaid in to God, as his creatures, aud
the obligations thence arifing to keep his com-
mandments ? Can we have any regular con-
ceptions, how Chrift' has redeemed us from fin,
without being inftructed in the doétrine of
future ftate, or rewards and punifhments, thy
refurretion of thebody,and general judgment?
Canwe know Jefus Chrift withonri eing taugnt,
that through his atonmgrbxor‘d and perfed righ-
teoufnefs, we are to receive the rf'm'mon of fin
and eternal life? Can we undzittand the re
-demptien of Chrift and the application therecf,
‘without an acquaistance with th.2 ofice of the
" Heuy
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Holy Ghoft, to rencw and fan&ify us? Can we
have a ratongl knowledge . that Jefus is .the
Chrift, without difcerning the ev 1donccs of true
chriftianity 2
- -bo that ro preach Chriftis,to prcachthe wholc
fyftem of dizinity, asit confn’ts of both natural
- and revealed religion. . That minifter cannot be
faid to preach Chrift faithfully, that does not en-
deavour to cultivate and.fet in a clear light all
thofe truths, that may be difcovercd by reafon
and fcripture ; that can ferve to make men wi-
fer and ‘better. Thus the apoftle Paul, when
he preached the faith of Chrift, reafoned of riphte-
onfnefs, temperance and judgment to come : and can
any minifter think thar he has fajihfully preach-
ed Chrift, who hasonly amufed his hcarers with
a great.deal of unintellible cant and jargon,and
has not endeavoured to difcower to them the
nature and perfections of God, that fo their de-
votions might be regulated according to the
standard of truth, and not be depraved by un-
worthy conceptions of the all perfeé Deiry.
Has the preacher difcharged his duty, that takes
no care to fhew his people, the obligations they
lie under, 1o live foher, righteous and godly lives ;
cr that has never explained and infifted upon
the ieveral branches of focial vertue ahd bene-
volence ! How can he expe& ever to make
chriftians of his hearers, if he has omitted things
of fuch great moment and concern? or can he
imagine that men will underftand thefe things,
without having themta ught and ftriétly enjoin-
ed? Can he expect that they fhould practice
. thcem,

-
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them, if* they are only mentioned, under the

difadvantagious character of pagan morality ;

and not in the ftile of the apoftle Paul ; as.the
fruits of the Spirit ; or if e ¢ver mentionsthem
as duties, does it with fomany falvo'’s and clogs,
as if he was not fujly convinced that it was fafe
to practice them ! or 2t moft, as if he imagined

them only the mint, anife and cummin of the

gofpel 2 “or is any one afraid to mention thefe
things, becaufe. not agreable to' the modern
fcheme of orthodoxy ? ot does he omit them,
left he fhould be branded with the odious hame
of heretick ?  Shall this juftify any one in.not
delivering the whole coanfel of God ? On theother
hand, can any onc think, that he has faithfully
dlﬁ.hargcd the truft rcpofed in him, who infifts
altogether on what is called natural religion,
without.ever mentioning the peculiar do&rines
of revelation ! Why fhould we feperate what
God bas joined togethér 2 Can we expe€t that
finners (hrould ever return to God withall'their:
hearts, unlefs we fhew them the neceflity of di-
vinc grace in_order thereunto ? Can any fay,
rhat there is any abfurdity in fuppofing that the
divine Being may ftrengthen & fupport our fa-
culties i the fearch of truth,that he may imprefs
upornr our minds a lively fenfe of divine things,

excite us to piety,& diffwade us from fin, reétify:

our corrupt affeftions & depraved appetites, &c:

- If thisbe not abfurd,then may God thus work
in us to will and to do of his o1un good pleafure : as
both fcripture and reafon teftify : and on a lit-
tle refletion we fhall fee the neceﬂity of divine

afliftance

-~ ."‘-1'
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affiftance cur felves. Why then fhould we ot
largely infift upon it ? Can any imagine that he
faithfully preachesChrift,who very fe;dom in his
. difcourfes ‘mentions his name ; and who never
infifts o the do&rine of atonement, withwhich
thie new teftament fo much abounds ! Shall
gofpel minifters leave out the principal end of
Chrift’s cominginto the world, becaufe it is not
apreable to the modifth and fafhnonable method
of preaching ? Where the dotrines of mcer na-
tural religion are infifted. on to the neglect of
the peculiar dotrines of revelarion ; we can at
moft.expet to find only a few fafhiionable, civil
gentlemen, but deftitute of real piety. As on
the other hand, where the diftinguithing dodl-
rines of chriftianity alone are infifted upon, we
fhadl find that men arc very apt to run into cn-
thufiafm. A true gofpel minifter thould feek to
avoid both thefe extreams. When heinfifison
morsal vertues, he fhould enforce them on
chriftian motives. He fhould preach up the
perfections of God, to regulate our devotion ;
the doétrine of atonement and regeneration, to
bring us to Chrift,and focial vertues as the effeéts
of a chriftiantemper. Thisfeems to be preach-
g Chrift in the gofpcl fenfe, and confequently
whoever varies from it, fo'far varics from the
ftandard of pure chriﬁianity | |

Thus have I gone through what was pro-
pofed.

There are - fucral ufcful Refletions that

might be made upon what has been faid ; but
hanng
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having fufficiently tired your patience, I fhall
wave them,and conclude with proper Addrefes.
And, | |

1. To the young Gentleman, now to be
ordained. |

Dear Sir, At your defire I now ftand in this
place ; permit me thén to fay: The bufinefs
you aré now entering upon, i$ grand and im=
portant ; it is to preach Fefus Chrift,and him cruci-
fied ; a workinitfelf moft facred,and in it’s con-
fequences of the greateft concern to mankind.

Be careful then thar you a& from noble and

~ generous views : have a real defirc to do good

to the fouls of men : avoid all oftentation : feek
not principally, your own intereft or popular
applaufe : Thefe are too low motives for a gof-
pel minifter to at upon: beware of too much
affeCtation in your ftile : ufe not the pompous
Janguage, that ferves only to obfcure the pure
gofpel of Chrift, or any refined fpeculations that
tend only to amufe and not toinftrut : eftecm
the knowledge oi the chriftian religion, as the
moft valuable & important fcience: makeit your
main ftudy to lead men to an acquaintance with
it : determine to know nothing amosg them, fave Je-
Jus Chrift and him crucified : ‘endeavour to culti-

~vate in your mind the genius and fpirit of chrif-

tianity : let your heart be ever animated with
love to God, and the great Redeemer : fludy fo
approve your felf to God, a workman that needeth not
20 be afhamed ; rightly dividing the word of truth.
Be much m prayer to the father of lights, that
you may faithfully difcharge the truft repojed in

D ' JoH.
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gou.  And may God grant, that you may be
fourrd at laft among thofe that are wife who
turn many to righteou/nefs, that you may fhine as the
brightnefs of the firmament ; and as the flars for
ever and ever,

2. To the Church: Ilonoured and Beloved in
the Lord : Thro’ the goodnefs of Gud, you are
now about to have a paftor fet over vou 1n the
Lord : we hope a man after God's own heart,who
will feed you with knowledge and underflanding.
Receive all the truths of the gofpel,that he fhall
preach to you, with honeft and upsight minds,
~ as the only way tobe profited thereby. Eftcem
the knowledge of Chrift as the moft valuable
- knowleédge, being that which leads to everlaft-
ing life. It is your duty to become acquainted
with this knowledge : tho' there are many ufe-
ful fciences thatevery one is not bound tolearn,
but may lawfully be ignorant of without any
- great difadvantage to himfelf; yet the cafe is
" not fo witis rcfpc& to the kuowlcdgc of chrifti-
~anity ; for none can be ignorant of true reli-
~ giun without hurting his own foul. Be fludi-
ous thereforc to know the true God and JefusChrifd,
as the only way 10 eternal life : and be ye earneft
1n.prayer to God for your minifter ,that be may al-
ways come 10 you in the fulnefs of the ble] ing of thega/-
pet of peace.

. Now.may the Godof all grace, grant that we

may be all found among the number of the

blefled ; and may join in finging prar/e: to God
and the Lamb for cver and ever.

4 M E W,
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The CHARGE given by his FaTnz®,
the Rev. Mr. THOMAS WES'T
of Dartmouth. |

UR Fathers, where are they ? and the Pro-
pheis, do they live for ever ? No, the mini-
fters of the gofpel, (as well as the priefts under
thclaw ) mult die @ they are not fuffered to con-
tinue, by recafon of death: Wherefore the wife
and good head of the church, harh gracioufly
directed that (by his minifters) a.difpenfarion of
the everlafting gofpel, fhould from age to age
be committed to faithful men, ablc alfo toteach
~others.

And whereas this dear ﬁock of Chriff, ha\te
called you, on whom our hands are now img-
pofed, to the paftoral office and work of, the
miniftry among them ; and you have accepted
their call ; we (who are alfo. paftors) being
hereunto called of God by this people, do now
according to the ancient and fcriptural practice
of the church, folemnly feperatg yous to this
Afacred ofhice, and introduce you, into this gregt
and good work. -

And we do now folemnly charge you, O
Samuel my fon ! before God and the Lord Jefys,
that you rake heed to the miniftry, which you
thus receive inthe Lord; to fulfillit. Take heed
‘to thy felf, and to thy do&rme, and to all the
flock, over which the holy Ghoft now makes
‘you anoverfeer. And O remember my fon,that
the church of Chrift is the purchafe, of his own

D2 blood ;
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‘blood ; and therefore from loveto Chrift,as well
as love to fouls, feed his fheep and his lambs ;
with the fincere milk of his word ; preach the
gofpel, in it’s genuine fimplicity and glorious
purity : teach this peaple the good knowledge
of the Lord, publickly and from houfe te foufe.
See that you keep back nothing from them, that
may be profitable to them. Shun not to de-
clare the whole counfel of God. Give toeyery
one their portion in due feafon, rightly dividing
the word of truth. |

"~ We charge you alfo, with ferioufnefs, to ad-
minifter the facraments of the new teftament,viz.
tap:ifm and the Lord’s fupper, at proper feafons
to meet fubjelts: and that what in youlies you
ever keep up a godly difcipline in the church,
-according to the wotd of God.

We do likewife charge you, to be an exam-
pleto the flock,and even to believers,in word, in
converfation, in faitli, in'charity, and in all pu-
rity. Be harmlefs as the fteward of God, not
felf-willed, not given to wine, no ftriker, not
given to f{lrhy lucre ; but alover of hofpitality,
a lover of good men : fober, juft, holy, tempe-
rate ; holding faft the faithful word, that you
may be able by found do&rine both to exhort
and alfo to convince gainfayers.” Strive not a-
bout words which are to no profit,but tothe fub-
verting of the hearers. Shew thy felf a pattern
of good works, and alfo a workman'thdt need
hot to be afhamed. o
" In this prefent evil world, you may expeét
to meet with hard and trying things: ‘but

-“ o . - endure
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endure hardnefs as a good foldier of Jefus Chrift,
Be not overcome of evil, but ever labour to o-
vercome evil with good. Lord 't not over
God’s heritage, but condefcend to men of low
eftate ; meekly inftryéting fuch as pppofe them-
fclves, if peradventyre God will give them re-
pentance. Let no man defpife thee.. Preach
and practice pure and peaceable principles.
Ever make the word of God, the man of your
counfel, and beloved rule of your whole mini-
ftry and converfation ; and above all things be
much in prayer to God. Give thy felf unto
prayer. Be careful for nothing, but in every
thing, by prayer and fupplication, with thankf(-
giving, let your requelt "he made known unto
God : and then the peace of God,which paffeth
all underftanding, fhall keep your hcart and
mind, thro' Chrift Jefus. "' = -
And now, for your further encouragement,
rernember that Chrift, the glorious all-fufficient
head of the church, has gracioufly promifed his
prefence with hjs minifters, to the end of the
world : and if God be for us, who can be g-
gainft us. Moreover, thofe that are wife, fhall
one day fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament:
and fuch as turn many to righteoufnefs, as the
ftars for ever and ever. I
The Lord affift, accept, and blefs thee. The
Lord make you wife to win fouls, and ever
crown your labours with fuccefs ; thro’ Jefus
Chrift, to whom be glory everlafting, AMEN,

S The
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| BOEALVBRETCE LB IBLLDEREDLDED
The RicaT Hanpor FELLOWSHIP,
given by the Rev. Mr. B AL C H,

of Dedbam.

My BRETHREN,
] T has, you are fenfible, obtained as a praétice in the

| churches of our Lord Jefus in this land, en the

day of the folemn f{eparation of a perfon to the
work of the evangelical miniftry, and to the charge of
a paricular flock, to give him the Right Hand of Ful-
low/bip ; which is all that now remains to be done for
the compleating this folemnity.

This indeed is no effential part of invefliture in the
facred office ; nor are we able very exa&ly to deter-
mine what might be originally intended hereby in the
fingle inftance in which we fz:'nd it performed by the

- Apoftles, and upon which this ufage in the churches is
graunded.—— Neverthelefs we prafice this ceremony,
as Ltake it, as a proper declaration of minifterial Friend-
fhip and Communion ; and as a publick acknowledge-
‘ment that the perfon to whom it is given, is agreably
qualified, orderly called, and regularly eftablifhed in
the work of the miniftry, and entitled, equally with
others, to all that office-power and authority in the
church, which Chrift has committed to his minifters ;
fuch a8 to preach the word, adminifter the facraments
of the new teflament, and to difpenfe the difcipline
with which the houfe of God is to be ordered anc& go-
verned. And laftly, as it denotes a mutpal engage-
ment of affiftance in carryir 3 on the minifterial work,
and a joint concurrence in promoting the kingdom and
intereft of our common Lord, |

Wherefore, Dear Sir, you having been called to
take the overfight of this Flock, with which we are
now exercifing a foecial 3& of Communion; and per-

~ ‘geiving the grace which God has beftowed upon you,
accounting you faithful, putting you into the miniftry é

an
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and having been witne(lcs of the folemn Charge you
have jult now received to the faithful performance of
your office ; We do now embrace you as our brother
and companion in labour, and in the kingdom and pa-
tience of Jefus Chrift.

We acknowiedge you in this publick manner as a
regular minifter of the gofpel, equal with us, and par-
taker of the fame holy calling with us.

In token whereof, and in the name, and by the
aflignment of the reverend Paftors and other Meflen-
gers of the feveral Churchesin Council here convened,
1 give you this Hand, bidding you welcome into the
vineyard of the Lord; promifing you our regard, efteem
and love, not only for your own, but alfo for your
work’s fake’; fignifying to you, that you may expeét
our beft counfel, advice and affiftance, in the important
work to which you have now been commiffioned, defir-
ing and expedting, in our turn, the fame of you.

You may particularly depend on our afliftance, in
helping you with our fervent prayers to the God of all
grace for you, and this flock, over which the Holy
Ghoft hath now made you an Overfeer; afking the
fame of you for our felves and flocks,

And may the prefence of God ever be with you;
may the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift ‘Profper you ;
and the cciimunion of the holy Gheft, fupport you ;
and may the great Mafter of Affemblies carry you on
to a faithful and fuccefsful difcharge of the various
duties of your office, and finally reward you with a:
crown of glory that fadeth not away. Amen,

With refpett to you our beloved Brethren in the
Lord, We do upon this occafion acknowlege you a re-
gular conitituted church of Chrift, built upon the foun-
davion of the Apoftles and Prophets, Jefus Chrift hime
felf being the chicf corner ftone, and members with us
of that body which is the myflical fulnefs of him which
filleth all in all, '

We

L3 L SRy
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We congraxulate you upon the prefent fmiles of di-
vine providence in the re-fettlement of the gofpel-
miniftry among you, o | 2

He that walks in the midft of the golden Candle-
fticks, has remembered you in your late melancholly
and bercaved ftate, has provided for you, and this day
beftowed upon you another paftor, in the room of your
late worthy an! excellent one, who for fo many years
faithfully ferved you in your beft interefts, ¥ |

And we truft that this your paftor, who is now
cnmcglcatly vefled in his office, 18 one according to
G..d’s own heart, who will feed you with knowledge
and underftanding. Our with and prayer is, that for
a long courfe of years, he may come to you in the ful-
nefs of the blefling of the gofpel of Chrift, and his mi-
niftry be attended with much fuccefs.

We hope that nothing will hereafter appear to damp
the facred joys, or flly the beauties of this folemnity.

And we befecch you, Brethren, to know him who
is appointed to labour among you, and has now been
fet over you in the Lord, and is to admonifh you, and
to eteem him very highly in love for his work’s rake,
And be at peace among your felves.

Now the God of peace that brougixt again from the
dead our Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the fheep,
thro’ the blood of the everlalting covenant, make you
perfe& in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well pleafing in his fight, through
Jefus Chrift, to whom be glory for ever nd cver.

A4 M E N
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* The Rev. Mr.‘yana:ban Townfend ---- a found Divine, and
very accurate’ Preacher, who for more than 40 Years was

Paftor of thve Church in Needbara, He deceafed bdept. 30,
1762. ZEiat, 63,
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