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And [ will reltore thy judges asat the firlt, and thy coun-
fellors as at the beginniag : afterward thou fhalt be
called the city ot righteoufnefs, the faithful city, Tsa.
4. 26, Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime, and
their eobgregations fhall be eftablithed before me, and
¥ will punifh all that opprefs them : and their sobles
fhall be of themfelves, aand their governeor fhall proceed
from the midft of them, Jses. 30. 20. 21. As free
and not vfing your liberty for a cloak of malicioufnefs, .
but as the fervants of GO D, 1 Perir 2 16, The
bealt thas thou faweft, thall afcend out of the bottomlefs.
pit, and go into perdition r and they that dwell on the
earth fhall wonder, whofe names were not written in
the book of I'fe from the foundation of the world,

whea they belold the beaft, Rav. 57, ver. 8.
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i CounciL, May 30, 1776,

# %N Motion, Ordered, That THoMAS
“ CusHine, BENJAMIN LINcCoLN,
:nd Moses GiLL, Efquires, be a Commit-
=: to wait on the Rev. Mr. WEST, and
~turn him the Thanks of the Board fot
ais SERMON delivered Yefterday, before
both Houfes of Aflembly ; and to requefk

a Copy thereof for the Prefs.
PerEz MorToN, D. Secr'y,

-
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Would irform the reader that feveral pafface:

= awhich were tqm;'fted, when the Sermon was
défiwred Jor fear qf being tedtous 1o the affembly,
are nawnﬁrted at the a’a tre of feveral of the hearers:

15'_“
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FLECTION-OER MON.

TIT US, Chapter 3d. Verfe 1it

Put them in mind to be fubjelt to principalities and
powers, to obey magifirates, ta be ready to every
2004 work.

T I L great Creator having defign’d
the human race for {ociety, has
made us dependent on one another

for happinefs ; he has {o conftituted

us, that 1t becomes both our duty and 1atereft,
to feck the public good. And that we may
be the more firmly engaged to promote each
others welfare, the Deity has endowed us with
tender and focial affections, with generous and
benevolent principles : Hence the pain, that
we fecl in fecing an object of diftrefs : Hence
the fatisfaction, that arifes 1n relieving the afflic-
ted, and the fuperior plaafure, which we expe-
rience
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rience in communicating happinefs to the
miferable.  The Deity has alfo mvefted us with
moral powersand faculties, by whichweare ena-
tled to cifcern the difference between right and
wrong, truth and falthood, good and evil :
Hence the approbation of mind, that arifes
upon doing a good action, and the remorie of
confaience, which we experience, when we
counterat the moral fenfe, and do that wlach
1sevil.  This proves, that in what 15 common-
ly called z ftate of nature, we are the {ubjects
of the divine law and government, that the
Deity 15 our fupreme magiltrate, who has writ-
ten his law 1n our hearts, and will reward, or
punifh us, according as we obey or difobey his
commatids, Had the human -race umformly
perfevered in a fiate of moral rectitude, there
would have been little, or no need of any other
law, belides that which 1s written in the heart;
for every one in fuch a flate would bea law
unto himfclf. There could be no occafion for
enacting or enforcing of penal laws, for fuch
are not made for the righteous man, but for the
lawlefs and difobedient, for the ungodly, and for
Jenners, for the unboly and profane, for murderers of
Sathers, and murderers of mothers, for manjlayers,

or whoremaongers, for them that defile themfelves
wvith mankind, for men-flealers, for lhars, for perju-
red perfins, and if there be any other thing, that
15 contrary fo moral rectitnde, and the happinels
of mankird., The neceflity of forming our--
{clves into politic bodies, and granting” to our
rulers, 2 power to enalt laws for the pub-
Lig fafety, and to enforce them by pmpcrlpe-

N 11915
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falties, arifes from our being in a fallen, and
degenerate eftate : The fhightelt view of the
Prcfent flate and condition -of the human race,
15 abundantly fufficient to convince any per-
fon of common fenfe, and common honefly,
that civil government 1s abfolutely neceflary
for the peace and {afety of mankind, and con-
fequently that all good magiitrates, while they
faithfully difcharge the truft repofed in them,
ought to be religioufly and confciencioufly
obeyed. An enemy to good government isan
enemy not only to his country, but to all man-
kind ; for he phainly fhews himfelf to be di-
vefted of thofetender and {ocial fentiments,
which are charalteriftick of an human tem-
per, even of that generous and benevolent dif-
pofition, which 1s the peculiar glory of a ration-

al creature. An enemy to good government
has degraded himielf below the rank and dig-

nity of a man, and deferves to be clafsed with
the lower creation. Hence we find, that wife
and good men of all nations, and religtons,
have ever 1nculcated fubjection to good go-
vernment, and have borm thewr teftimony
againit the licencious difturbers of the public
peace.

Noxr has chriftianity been deficient in this
capital point. We find our bleffed Saviour
direCting the Jews to render to Cfar the things
thac were Cafar’s : And the apoftles and fivik
preachers of the gofpel not only exhibited a
good example of fubjection to the magiftrate,
wn all thingsthat were juft and lawful, but they

have
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havealfo in feveral places of the new-teftament;
ftrongly enjoincd upon chriftians the duty of
fubmiffion to that government under which
providence had placed them: Hence we find,
that thofe, who defpife government, and are
not afraid to fpeak evil of dignities, are by the
apoftles Peter and Jude, clafs’d among thofe
prefumptuous felf-willed finners, that are re-
ferv’d to the judgment of the great day. And
the apoitle Paul judg’d fubmithion to civil go-
vernment, to be a matter of fuch great impora
tance, that he tho’tit worth his while to charge
Titus, to put his hearers in mind to be fub-
ject to principalities and powers, to obey ma-
giftrates, to be rcady to every good work :
#s much as to fay, none can be ready to every
good work, or be proper.y difpos’d to perform
thofe actiens, that tend to promote the public
good, who do not obey magiltrates, and who
do not become good {ubjelts of civil govern
ment. If then obedience to the civil mdgiftrates
is {fo effential to the charaéter of a chriftian,
that without it he cannot be dilpofed to
perform thofe good works, that are neceffary
for the welfare of mankind ; if the defpifers of
government are thofe prefumptuous, felf-wil-
led finners, who are referv’d to the judgment
of the great day ; it 1s certainly a matter of
the utmoft importance to us all, tobe thorough-
ly acquainted with the nature and extent of
our duty, that we may yield the obedience
requir’d ; for it it is impofiible that we fhould
properly difcharge a duty when we are firan-
gers to the nature and extent of it.

I3
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Iy order therefore, that we may forth a izl
judgment of the duty enjoin’d in our text, |
fhall confider the nature and defign of civil
covernment, and fhall fhew, that the fame
pmmplca which obl 1ge us to fabmit to QOVern-
ment, do equally oblige us to refift tyranny ;
or that tyranny and mafrllhacv are 10 Oppo-
iite to each other, that where the one begins,
the other ends. I {hall then apply the prefent
difcourfe to the grand controvertly, that at this
day fublifts between Great-Britain and the
American colonies.

Tuat we may underfland the nature and
defign of civil government, and difcover the
foundation of the magiftrates authority to com-
mand, and the duty of fubjects to obey, it 13
chccﬁary to derive civil gevernment from its
original ; 1n order to twhich we muft confider
what ¢ ftate all men are naturally in, and that
““ 15 as (Mr. Lock obferves) a ftate of periect
¢ freedom  to order all their actions, and dif-
pole uf their polictiions, and perfona as they
¢ think fit, within the bounds of the law of
‘“ nature, mthoutaﬂ«:mfr icave, or dacpending
“ upon the will of any man”., Itis a ftate
whercin all are equal, no one havi ing a nght to
controul another, or oppofe him in what he
does, vnlels it be in his own defence, or in

the defence | of thofe that being lil_llllt.d {tand
in need of his afiftance,

A

F1aDp moen perfevered in a ftate of moral reti-
fude, every onc would have been difpoled to

b folow
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follow the law of nature, and purfue the gene-
ral good ; in fuch a ftate,the wileft and moft

experienced would undoubtedly be chofen to
guide and direct thofe of lefs wifdom and
experience than themfelves; there being no-
thing elfe that could afford the leaft thew or
appearance of any one’s having the fuperionty
or precedency over another ; for the dictates of
conicience, and the precepts of natural law be-
ing uniformly and regularly obey’d, men would
only nced to be intormed what things were
mott fit and prudent to be done 1n thofe caes,
where their inexperience, or want of acquain-
tance, left their minds in doubt what was the
wifeft and moft regular method for them to
purfue. In fuch cafes it would be neceffary
for them to advile with thofe, who were wifer
and more experienced than themfelves. But
thefe advifers could claim no authority to com-
pel, or to ufe any forcible meafures to oblige
any one to comply with their direction, or ad-
vice ; there could be no occafion for the exer-
tion of fuch a power; for every man being
under the government of right reafon, would
immediately fecl himielf confirain’d to comply
with every thing that appeared reafonable or
hit to be done, or that would any way tend to
promote the general good. This would have
been the happy ftate of mankind, had they
clofely adhered to the ldw of nature, and per-
fevered n their primitive ftate.

Trus we {ee, that a ftate of nature, tho’ 1t

be a {tate of perfect freedom, yet itis very far
fron
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from a ftate of licencioufnefs ; the law of na.
ture gives men no rnight to do any thing that
is immoral, or contrary to the will of Gop,
and injurious to their fellow creatures ; for a
ftate of nature 1s properly a {tate of law and
coyernment, even a government founded up-
on the unchangeable nature of the Deity, and
a law refulting trom theeternal fitnefs of things ;
fooner fhall heaven and earth pafs away, and
the whole frame of nature be diflolved, than
any part, even the {malleft iota of this Jaw fhall
ever be abrogated ; 1t isunchangeable as the Dei-
ty him{elf, being atranfcript of his moral perfec-
tions. A revclation pretending tobe from Gop,
that contradicts any part of natural law, ought
jmmediately to be rejected as an impofture ;
for the Deity cannot make a law contrary to
the law of nature, without acting contrary to
himfelf. A thing in the {tricteft fenfe impoffi-
ble, for that which 1mplies a contradiction is
not an object of the divine power, Had this
fubject been properly attended to and under-
{tood, the world had remained free from a mul-
titnde of abfur’d and pernicious principlcs,
which have been induftrioufly propagated by
artful and defigning men, both in politicks and
divinity.  The doctrine of non-rcliftance, and
unlimited paflive obedience to the worlt of ty-
rants, could never have found credit AMeNg
mankind, had the voice of reafon been Lcarken-
cd to for a guide, becaufe fuch a dodrine
would immcdiatﬂly have been difcerned to be
contrary to natural law.

I
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~ Twa ftate of nature we have aright to make
‘the perfons that have injured us, repair the da-
mages that they have done us ; and it 1s juit in
us to nflick {fuch punifhment vpon them, as
are neceflary to reftrain them from doing the
like for the future : The whole end and defign
of punithigg being cither to reclaim the indivi-
dual punifhed, or to deter others from being
guilty of fimilar crimes: Whenever puniih-
ment exceeds thefe bounds, it becomes cruelty
and revenge, and directly contrary to the law
of nature. Our wants and neccflities being
{uch, as to render it impofiible in moft cafes to
enjoy life in any tolerable degree, without en-
tering into {ociety, and there bung innumera-
ble cafes, whercin we need the afhitance of
others, which if not afforded, we thould very
foon perith ; hence the law of nature requires,
that we thould endeavour to help one another,
to the utmoft of our power 1n all cafes, where
our alliflance is neceflary. It 15 our duty to
(ndeavour always ta promote the general
cood 5 to do to-all, as we would be willing to
be done by, were we in their circumitances, to
“do julily, tolove mercy, and to walk humbly
betore Gop.  Thefe arc {fome of the laws of
nature, which every man in the world 1s bound
to obferve, and which whoever violates, expo-
fes himi{elf to the refentment of mankind, the
Iathes of his own confcience, and the judg-
ment of heaven.,  T'his plainly {hews, that the
hicheft flate of tiberty {fubjedis us to the law of
nature. and the government of Gep,  The
moil ot Sovdors voulifls nobeying the
o | ditates



L 13 ]

dictates of 1ight reafon, and fubmitting to na.
tural law.  When a man goes beyond, or cor:-
trary to the law of nature and reafon, he be-
comes the {lave of bafe paflions, and vile lufls,
he introduces confulion and diforder into foci-
ety, and brings milery and deftruction upon
himfelf.  This therefore cannot be called a itate
of frecdom, but a ftate of the wileft {lavery,
and the moft dreadful bondage : The fervants
of fin and corruption are fubjected to the worlt
kind of tyranny in the umverfe. Henee
we conclude, that wiiere licenciouinefs begins,
itberty ends.

True law of naturcis a perfeét ftandard and
mealure of action for beings that perfevere in
a tate of moral rectitude.  But the cafe is far
different with us, who are in a fallen and degea
nerate cltate. We havea law in our members,
which 1s continually warring againft the law
of the mind; by which we often become en-
laved to the bafeft lufts, and arc brought 1mnto
bondage to the vileft paflions. The ftrong
propeniities of cur animal nature often over-
come the {ober dictates of reafon and confci-
ence, and betray us into actions injurious to
the public,and deftructive of the fafcty and hap-
pinefs of fociety. Men of unbridled [ufls, were
ticy not reftrain’d by the power of the civil
magiftrate, would {pread horror and defolation
ail avound them.  This makes it abfolutely ne-
cellary, that focietics thould form themiclves
into politick bodies, that they may enact laws
tor the public fafcty, and appoint particular
‘ : o penalties
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penalties for the violation of their laws, and
mveft a fuitable number of perfons with authao-
ity to put in execution and enforce the laws
of the ftate ; in order that wicked men may be
veftrained from doing mufchief to their fellow
creatures, that the injured may have their
rights reftored to them, that the virtuous may
be encouraged in doing good ; and that every
member of {fociety may be proteted and fecu-
red in the peaceable, quiet pofleflion and enjoy-
ment of all thofe Iiberties and priviledges, which
the Deity has beftowed upon him, 1. ¢. that he
may fafely enjoy, and purfue whatever he
choofes, that 1s confiftent with the publick
good. This fhews that the end and defign of
civil government, cannot be to deprive men of
their liberty, or take away their freedom ; but
on the contrary the true defign of civil govern.
ment 1s to proteft men in the enjoyment of
liberty.

FroM hence it follows, that tyranny and ar-
bitrary power are utterly inconfiftent with, and
fnbverfive of the very end and defign of civil
government, and directly contrary to natural
law, which s the true foundation of civil go-
vernment and all politick law : Confequently
the authority of a tyrant is of itfelf null and
void ; for as no man can have a right to aét
contrary to the law of nature, 1t 3s 1mpofhble
that any individual, or cven the greateft num-
ber of men, can confer a right upon another,
of which they themfelves are not pofiefled, 1. c.
no body of men can juftly and lawfully autho.

MYy
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rize any perfon to tyrannize over, and enflave
his fellow creatures, or to do any thing con
trary to equity and gocdnefls. As magiftrates
have no authority, but what they derive from
the people, whenever they act contrary to the
public goed, and purfue meafures deftructive
of the peace and fafety of the community, they
forfeit their right to govern the people. Civil
rulers and magiftrates are properly of human
creation ; they are fet up by the people to be
the guardians of their rights, and to fecure
their perfons from being injured, or opprefled ;
the fafety of the publick being the fupremelaw
of the ftate, by which the magiftrates are to be
soverned, and which they are to confult upon
all occafions. The modes of adminiftration
may be very different, and the forms of govern-
ment may vary from each other in different
ages and nations ; but under every form, thc
end of civil government 1s the fame and can-
not vary : Itis like the laws of the Medes and

Perfians, it altercth not.

Tuoucu magftrates are to confider then:-
{elves as the fervants of the people, fecing from
them it 1s, that they derive their power and
authority ; yet they may alfo be confidered as
the minifters of Gop ordain’d by him for the
cocd of mankind: For under him as the fu-
preme magiftrate of the umverfe they are to
act ; and 1t 15 Gop who has not only declared in
his word, what are the neceffary qualifications
of a ruler, but who allo rades up and qualifics

men for fuch an important ftation. The ma-
aiftrate
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giftrate may aliv in a more ftrict and proper
icnfe, be faid to be ordained of Gobp, becaufe
1eafon, which 1s the voice of Gob plam]y’ re-
quires iuch an order of men to be appointed
for the public good ; now whatcver right rea-
ion requires as necaﬂnry to be done, 15 as much
the will and law of Gop, as tho® it vere en-
jomn’d us by an nnmediate revelation from fiea-
ven, or conunanded 1in the facred f{ciiptures.

From this account of the origin, nature and
defign of civil government, we may be very
calily led into a thorough knowledge of our
duty ; we may {cc the reafon, why we are
bound to obey magiftrates, viz. becaufe they
are the minmifters of Gob for good unto the peo-
ple. 'While therefore they rule in the fear of
Gop, and while they promote the welfare of
the ftate, 1. e. while they act in the charater of
magiftrates, it is the indilpenfible duty of all
to fubmit to them, and to oppofe a turbulent,
factious and libertine {pirit, whenever and wher-
ever it difcovers itfelt.  When a people have
by their free confent confer’d upon a number
of men, a power to ruleand govern them, they
arc bound to obey them : Hence difobedicnce
trecomes a breach of faith, it is violating a con-
ftitution of their own appointing, and breaking
a compact for which they ought to have the
moft facred regard : Such a Condu& difcovers {o
bale and difs cnrremmus a temper of mind, that
it mutit cxpofe them to contempt in the _H]ud;r-
ment of all the fober thinking part of mankind.
Subjects arc bound to cbey lawful magifirates

3%
J
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by every tender tic of human nature, which
difpofes us to confult the public good, and to
feek the good of our brethren, our wives, our
children, our friends and acquaintance ; tor he
that oppoies lawfu! authority, does really op-
polcthe fafety and happinefs of his tellow crea-
tures. A factious, feditious perfon, that oppo-
fcs good government, 1s 2 monfter 1n nature,
for he 1s an enemy to his own {pecics, and def-
titute of the fentiments of humanity.

. SusJecTs are alfo bound to obey magiftrates
for conicience {ake, out of regard to thE‘divine
authority, and out of obedience to thewwill of
Gop : For if magiftrates are the minifters of
Gon, we cannot difobey them without being
difobedient to the law of Gob ; and this extends
to all men 1n authority, from the higheft ruler
to the loweft oflicer in the ftate. To oppole
them when in the éxercife of lawiul authority,
1san act of difobedience to the Deity, and as
{fuch will be punithed by him. It will doubt-
lefs be readily granted by every honeft man,
that we ought chearfully to obey the magifirate
and {ubmit to all fuch regulations of govern-
ment, as tend to promote the publick good ;
but as this gcneral definition may be liable to
be miiconftrued, and every man may think
him{clf at liberty to difregard any laws that
do not fuit his intereft, humor, or fancy ; I
would obferve, that 1n a multitude of cafes,
many of us, for want et being properly acquain-
ted with affairs of ftate, may be very improper
judges of particular laws, whether they are juft

€ or
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or not: Infuch cafes it becomes us, as gooa

members of {ociety, peaccably and confcienti-
oufly to fubmit, tho’ we cannot {ee the reafon-

ablenefs of every law to which we {ubmit;
and that tor this plain reafon, that if any number
of men fhould takeituponthem to oppofe autho-
rity for acts, which may be really neceflary for
the public fafety, only becaufe they do not fec
the reafonablencls of them, the direét confe-
quence will be introducing confufion and anar-

chy into the {tate.

IT 15 alfo neceflary, that the munor part
{hould fubmit to the major ; e. g. when legilla-
tors have enacted a fet of laws, which are high-
ly approved by a large majority of the commu-
nity, as tending to promote the publick good,
in this cafe, if a {mall number of perfons are {o
unhappy as to view the matter in a very difle-
rent point of light from the public, tho’ they
have an undoubted right to fhew the reafons
of their diffent from the judgment of the pub-
lick, and may lawfully ufe all proper argu-
ments to convince the publick of what they
judge to be an error, yet if they fail in their
attempt, and the majority {till continue to ap-
prove of the laws that are enacted, it1s the
duty of thofe few that diflunt, peaceably and
for confcicnce fake to fubmut to the publick
judgment ; unlels fomething 1s required of
them which they judge would be finful for
them to comply with; for in that cafe they
ought to obey the dictates of their own con-

{ciences, rather than any human authority
whatever,
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whatever, Perhaps alfo fome cales of into.
terable oppreflion, where complance would
bring on inevitable ruin and (jci‘trg&ion, may
juftly warrant the few to retuie fubmitiion to
what they judge inconliftent with their peacc
and fafety ; for the law of felf-prefervation will
always juftify oppoling a cruel and tyrannical
impo'ition, except where oppofition s attended
with greater evils than fubmuffion, which 1s
frequently the cale where a few are opprefied
by a large and powerful majority. * Except
the above-named cafes, the minor cught always
to fubmit to the major ; ctherwiethere can be
no peace nor harmony in focicty.  And belides,
it 1s the major part of a community that have
the fole right of eftablifhing a conftitution, and
authorizing magtitrates ; and conlequenly 1t 13
only the major part of the community that can
claim the right of altering the conftitution, and
difplacing the magiftrates ; for certanly coms
mon feafe will tell us, that 1t requires as grea
an authonty to fct alide a confuitution,
as there was at firft to eltublifa 1t.  The col-
lective body, not a few mdividuals, ought to
conftitute the fupreme authority of the flate.

Tig

® This fhews the realon, why the prim'tive hifBans did not
oppofe the cruel peifecuti ng, that were it f1.8ed vpon tlen
by the heathezn magiftrates : They were few compared with
the heathen waild ; and for thein 1o have attempied to reniit
thetr enemies by force, weuld have been like 3 fimall paiee] of
fizep endesvowing ta oppofe a large number of ravenming
wolves and (avage bealls of prev : It winid without a2 mira-
cle have brought upon them jnevitable inin and d:dru&ion
Henze the wife and prudent advice of cur Saviour to thim iﬂ‘r
waen they perfecote you in tiis crey, e ye o ang th:.
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Tue only difficuity remaining is to detesy-
miz.c, when a people may claim a rlglﬁ of for-
ming theinfelves into a body politick, and may
aflume the powers of Icgiliation. In order to
determinc this point, we are to remember, that:
all men beng by nature cqual, all the members
of a cominunity have a natural right to aflem-
ble themfelves together, and to aét and vote for
fuch regulations, as they judge are neccflary for
the good of the whoic. But when a commu-
nity 1s become very numerous, it 1s very diffi-
cult, and 1n many cafes 1impofitble for all to
meet together to regulate the affairs of the
flate : Hence comes the neceflity of appointing
delegates to reprefent the peopl. in a gcncral
affcmb]} And this ought to be look’d upon
as 2 facred and unalicnable right, of which a
people cannot juftly diveft themfelves, and
which no human authority can in equity ever
take from them, viz. thatno one be obhiged to
fubmit to any law, cucept fuch as are made
either by himielf, or by lus reprefentative,

Ir reprefentation and legiflation arc infepera-
bly connected, it follows, that when great num.
bers have emigrated into a foreign land, and
irc fo far removed from the parcnt ftate, that
they neither are or can be properly 1ep1efenttd
by the government from which thcy have emi-
orated, that then nature itlelt points out the
neceflity of their afluming to themfelves the
DOWCTS of legrflation, and they have a nght to

cenfider themielves as a feperate fiate from
the other, and a3 mm to form thamichves into
3 boeay PDL‘,E.E{,.& b



in the next place

Wurn apeople find themfelves cruclly op-
prefled by the parent itate, they hove an un-
doubted right to throw of the voke, and to
affert therr liberty, 1f they rnd good rcalon to
Judgethat the} havefuliicient Tjou crand lirength
to maintain their ground in detending (heie
]uﬁ rights againtt (heir oppreflors @ For w this
cale by the Jaw of felf prefervation, which 13
the firlt law of nature, they have not only an
undoubted right, but 1t 15 ther mdifpeniible
dnty, if they cannot be redrefled any other way,
to renounce all fubmifiion to the government
that has opprefled them, and fct up an inde-
pendant {iate of their own j even tho’ they may
be vallly mfenor tn number co the {tute that
has opprefs’d them.  When either of the afore.
{1id cafes takes place, and more cipecially when
both concur, no rational man (I 1111'1n*ma,) can
have any déubt in his own mind, whether fuch
a people have a right to form themfdveb 1NL6
a body politicx, and affume to themielves all
the powers of a free ftate. * For can 1t be rati-
onal to fuppoic, that 2 peonlef’mu‘d be fubjected
to the tyranny of a {ct of men, who arc pcr-
fect ftrangers to them, and cannot be fuppofed
to have that fellow feeli nz for them, that we
generally” have for thofc iith whom weoare
connedted and: acquainted ; and belides, th¢’
their unacquaintednefs with the circumitances
of the people over whom they claim the right
of jurt{diction, are utterly unable to ju loc 1 a
amulitude of cafes, what is beft for theim.
e, . o . Ir
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It becomes me not to fay, what particular
form of government beft fora community,
whether a pure democracy, ariftocracy, monar-
chy, or a mixture of all the three imple forms.
‘They allhave their advantages & difadvantages ;
and when they are properly adminiftred, may
any of them anfwer the delign of cvil govern-
ment tolerably well. Permit me however to
fay, that an unlimited abfolute monarchy, and
and an ariftocracy not {ubject to the controul
of the people, are two of the molit exception-
able forms of government.

ift. B. causk in neither of them is there a
proper reprefentation ot the people, and,

2dly. Because each of them being entirely
independent ofthe people, they are very apt to
degenerate mnto tyranny. However, in this
imperfect {tate, we cannot expect to have go-
vernment formed upon f{uch a bafis, but that it
may be perverted by bad men to evil purpofes.
A wife and good man would be very loth to
undermine a conftitution, that was once fixed
and eftablithed, altho® he might dilcover ma-
ny imperfections in it; and nothing fhort of
the moit urgent neceflity would ever induce
him to conient to it ; becaufe the unhinging
a people from a form of goverment to which
they had been long accuftomed, might throw
them into {fuch a {tate of anarchy and confufi.
on as might terminate in their deftruétion, or
perhaps 1in the end fubject them to the worle

kind of tyranny.
Havixe
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Havine thus fhewn the nature, end and
defion of civil government, and pointed out the
reaions, why fubjeéts are bound  to obey ma-
ittrates, viz. becaufe in fo doing, they both
confult their own happinels as mdwlduals, and

alfo promote the public good, and the {afety of
the ftate : I proceed,

I the next place to thew, That the fame prin-
ciples that oblige us to fubmit to civil govern.
ment, do alfo equally oblige us, where we have

power and ability, to refift and oppofe tyran ny;
and that where tyranny begins, government

ends. For 1f magiftrates have no authonty
but what they derive from the people, if they
arc properly of human creation ; if the whole
end and delign of their inftitution is to pro-
mote the general good, and to {ecure to men
therr jult rights, it will follow, that when they
act contrary to the end and defign of their
creation, they ceale being magiitrates, and the
people, which gave them their authority, have
a right to take 1t from them again. This is a
very plain dictate of common {enfe, which uni-
verfally obtains in atl fimilar cafes: for who is
there, that having employ’d 2 number oi men
to do particular plece of work for him, b
what would judge that he h'l: ATIght to Jh-
mifs them from his fervice, when he PO,

that they went directly contrary o Ltz orders |
and that inftead ()fflcc mplithing the buooh
he had fet them about. they wonid IR
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fors as counteract their plans and defigns, the’
the damage will afiect only a few individuals,
much more muft the body politick have a righe
to depofe any perions, tho’ appointed to the
higheft place of power and authority, when
they find, that they are unfaithful to the truft
repofed in them, and that inftead of confulting
the gencral good, they are difturbing the peace
of lociety by making laws cruel and oppreflive,
and by depriving the fubjeéts of their juft rights
and privileges.  Whoever pretends to deny
this propoiition, muft give up all pretence of
pemg maiter of that common fenfe and reafon
by which the Deity has diftinguifhed us from
thie brutal herd.

As our duty of cbedience to the magifirate
1s founded upon our obligation to promote the
general good, our readinefs to obey lawful au-
thority will ahways arife in proportion to the
love and regard that we have for the welfare
of the publick ; and the fame love and regard
for the publick will infpire us with as ftrong a
zeal to oppole tyranny, as we have to obey
magiftracy. Our obligation to promote the
publick good extends as much to the oppoling:
every exertion of arbitrary power, that is in-
jurious to the State, as it does to the {ubmitting
to gocdand wholefome laws. No man therefore
can be a good member of the community, that
tsnot aszedous to oppofetyranny, as he 1s ready
to obey magiitracy. A {lavith fabmffion to ty-
yany 1s a proof of a very fordid and bafe mind -
buch a perfon cannot be under the inﬂucncg

O«
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of any generous human fentiments, nor have
a tender regard for mdnkind.

FurTHER, if magiftrates are no farther minis
fers of Gob, than they promote the general
good of the communlty, then obedience to
them neither is, nor can be unlimited § for it
would imply 2 grofs abfurdity to ain:lt that,
when mamftrateh are ordained by the pmple
folely for the purpefe of being beneficial to the
ftate, they muit be obeyed, when they are fcek-
ing to ruin and deftroy it. This wouald im-
ply, that men were bound to actagainit the
great law of felf-prefervation, and to contri-
bute their aflilftanc - to their own ruin and de-
ftruction, in order that they may pleafe and
gratify the g cateft moniters in nature, who are
violating the laws of Gop, and deltroying the
rights ot mankind. Umnmted fubmlﬂion and
Obedlencc 15 due to none but Gop aione: He
has an abfolute right to command : He alone
has an uncontroulable {overcignty over us, be-
£aufe he alone 1s unchangeably good : He ne-
ver will, nor can require of us confiftent with
his nature and attributes, any thing that is
not fit and reafonable; his commands are all
jult and good : And (0 fuppote that he has gi-
ven to any particular et of men 2 power to
fequirce obedience to that, which s unreafon-
able, cruel and umjuit, is I‘Obblilﬁ' the Deity of
his Juﬁlce and goodnels, 11 which confilts the
peculiar glory of the divine charater ; s and 1t
1s reprefenting him, nnder the horrid character

of 3 Cyrant, -
D Ie
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{r muagiiirates are minifters of Gop only
becaule the law of Gop and reafon points out
the necefiity of {fuch an inftitution for the good
of mankind ; it follows that whenever they
periue meafures directly deltructive of the pub-
lick good, they ceafe being Gop’s mandlers ;
they fm fcﬂ: their right to “obedience from the
fubject, they become the pefts of {ociety ; and
the community is under the firongelt obligati-
on of duty both to Gop and to its own mem-
bers to refift and oppofe them, which will be
io far from reffting the ordinance of Gop, that
it will be ftrictly obeying his commands. To
fuppole otherwite, will imply, that the Deity
requires of us an obedience, that 1s felf-contra-
dictory and abfurd, and that one part ot his
faww 15 directly contrary to the other,t. e. while
he commands us to perfue virtue, and the ge-
neral good, he does at the fame time require us
to perfecute virtue, and betraythe general good
by enjoyning us obedience to the wicked com-
mands of tyrannical oppreflors.  Can any one
not loit to the principles of humanity under-
take to detend fuch abfurd fentiments 2s thete ?
As the public fafety 1s the [irft and grand law
of lociety, {o no cemmunity can have a right
to inveit the magitrate with any power, or
authority that will enable him to act againit
the welfare of the ftate, and the good of the
whole. It micn have at any time w Jcla.cdly, and
foolilhly given up their ]uﬁ rights mto the
i nds of the Imﬂlﬂmte fuch aéts are null and
v, ! of courle “to fuppofe ctherwile will im-
ply, “hat we have a nght to mvelt the maoil-

Arate
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¢ratc with a power to act contrary to the law
of Gop, which 15 as mucn as to fav, that we
are not the fubjects of divine law and govern-
ment.  What has been fard, 15 (I apprehend)
abundantly fuflicrent to fhew that tyvants arc
no magiitrates, or that wlen cver nmgiﬁmtcs
abule their power and authority, to the fub-
verting the publick happinels, thair authority
immediately ceafes, and that it not only be-
comes lawful, but an indifpenfable duty to op-
pofe them : That the princaple of fetf-preferva.
tion, the afiection, and duty, that we owe to
our country, and the obedicnice we owe the
Derty, do all require us to oppole tyranny.

IF 1t be afked, who are the proper pndees to
determine, when rulers are guilty of tyranny
and oppreflion ¢ Tan{wer, the publick ; not a
few difaflected individmlaj but the coliecuve
body of the ftatc mult deade this queliion
tor as it 1s the colle e bfadﬂ' thut ivelts ru-
lers with their power and authority, {oit Is
the collective body that L"r iL{, fole 11ght of
judging, whether rulers 28 up to the end of
thew inftitution or not, Great rezard ought
aiways to be paid to the judoment of the ub-
fick., I 15 true the publick moy be ‘:pmfd
tipon Dy a n1iﬂ*cprcfcnt:..tiun or Tacts 3 but this
mqy' be faid of the publick, which can’t aiw ay’s

¢ fud of mdividuals, viz. that the puthL is
lu"l}s wiling to be mghtly informed, and

when it has proper matter o convict )nl 1d
bolore it 1t s judgmient 18 always riguit,

Ty
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Turs account of the naturs and defign of
civil government, which 1s {o clearly fuggeft-
ed to us by the plam principles of common
fenfe and reafon, is abundantly confirmed by
the facred {criptures, even by thofe very texts,
which have been brought by men of flavilli
principles to eftablifh the abfurd doctrine, of
unlimited paflive obedience, and non-refiftance ¢
As will abundantly appear, by examining the
two moft noted texts, that are commonly bro’t
to {fupport the ftrange dottrine of pafiive obe-
dience. The firft that 1 fhall cite, 1s 1n 1 Pet.
2d c. ver. 13, 14. Submit yourfelves to every
ordinance of man, or rather as the words ought to
be rendered from the Greek, fubmit yourfelves to eve-
vy buman creation, or buman cenfirtution for the
Lord’s fake, whether it be to the king as fupreme,
or unto governors, as untathem, that are fent by him
Jor the punsfhment of evil doers, and for the praife
of them, that do well. Here we {ce, that the
apoftle afferts, that magiftracy is of human cre-
ation or appointment, thatis, that magiftrates
have no ‘power or authority, but what they
derive from the people ; that this power they
are to exert for the punithment of evil doers,
and for the praife of them that do well, 1. c.
the cnd and defign of the appointment of ma-
giltvates, 1s to refirain wicked men by proper
penalties from injuring fociety, and to encou.
rage and honor thevirtuous and obedient. Up-
-qu thisaccount, chriftians arc to fubmit to them
for the Lord's fxke, which is, as if he had faid ;
tho” magutrates are of mere human appoint-
ment, and ¢an ciaim no power, or authorty,

byt
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but what they derive from the people, yet a3
they are ordained by men to promote the ge-
neral good by punithing evil doers, and by re-
warding and encouraging the virtuous and
obedient, you ought to fubmit to themout of
a facred regard to the divine authority ; for
as they in the faithful difcharge of their office
do fulfil the will of Gop, fo ye by {ubmitting
to them do fulfil the divine command. If the
only reafon aflign’d by the apoitle, why ma-
giftrates thould be obey’d out of a regard to
the divine authority, is becanfe they punith the
wicked and encourage the good : It follows,
that when they punifh the virtuous, and en-
courage the vicious, we have a right to refufe
yielding any {fubmiffion or obedience to them ;
1. e. whenever they act contrary to the end
and delign of their inftitution, they forfeit
their authority to govern the people ; and the
reafon for {ubmitting to them out of regard to
the divine authority immediately ceafcs ; and
they being only of human appointment, the
authority "which the people gave them, the
publick have a nght to take from them, and
to confer 1t upon thofe who are more worthy.
0o far is this text from favouring arbitrary
principles, that there 1s nothing in it, but
what is confiftent with, and favourable to the
higheft liberty, that any man can with to enjoy ;
for this text requires us to fubmit to the ma-
giftrate no farther than he is the encourager
and protetor of virtue, and the punifher of
vice ; and this 1s confiftent with all that liber.

ty wiuch the Deity has beftowed upon us.
| | THE
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Tw- other text wlich 1 {hall mention, and
which has been made ufe of, by the favourers
of arbitrary government, as themr great {heet
ainchor and mam fapport, 1s in Roni. 13th the
firlt fix verles. et every foul be fubsecl to the
bigher powers for there 15 n pm' er but of GOD :
dbe powers that be are ordain’d of GOD. Who-
Juever therefore refijieth the power, refifieth the or-
dinance of GOD ; and they that refife fhail 1e-
cerve to them/elves dm}mmw?z For rwers are nct
:? terror £0 gaad aworks but to the evil,  Vilt tho

ben nat be afraid of the powver ¢ Dothat which
1 good, and thou fhalt bave praife of the fame.
for Le s the minifter of GOD to thee for good,
Liut 1 thou do that which is evil Le afraia, Jer he
bearcth et the fword 1n wain, for be 15 the mini-
Srer of GID, arevenger to execute <crath upon
himy that dw‘b cvil,  Wherefore ye muft siceds e
Juogecr Lt eily for <wrath, but aljo for conjaence
f{f Lor, for this caufe pay you tribute aljo ; for
they are God's min ifiers atlending coutinuaily upon
1 his very thing, A very httn, attention (1 ap-
pr¢ Iﬁcnd)ml be fufiicient to fhew, that this
test 1s 1o far from favouring arbitrary governs
mcit, that on the contrary, it ftrongly holds
forth the principles of truc liberty.  Subjectia

on to the higher powers is cnjoined by the

apuﬂlc becaute there is no rower but of Gop ;
tie powers that be are ordained of Gen. con-
fequently, to refilt the power 15 to relift thie
erdinance of Gop : And he repeatedly declares
that the ruler is the mimifter of Gop. Now

octore we can fay, whether this text malkes
{or, or againft the L.Of.tl..-.m, of unlimnited paihive
chedience
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obedience, we muft find out mn what fenfe
the apoltle aflirms, that magiftracy 1s the ordi-
nance of Gop, and what he ntends when he
calls the ruler the muufter of Gop.

I caw think but of three pollible {fenfes,
in which magiitracy can with any propricty be
~alled Gop’s ordinance, or 1n which rulers can
be faid to be ordamned of Gop as his min:iters.
The firft 15 a plain declaration from the word
of Gop, that fuch an one, and his decicendants
arc, and thall be the only true and lawful ma-
oiftrates ; thus we find m {cripture, the king-
dom of ]ud,lh to be fettled by divine appomt-
ment in the family of David.  or,

2dly, By an mmmediate commiflion from
Gop, ordering and appointing fuch an one by
name to be theruler over the people ; thus Saul
and David were 1nmuncediately appointed by
Gop to be kings over Ifracl. Or,

adly, MacrsTracy may be called the ordi-
nance of Gop 3 and rulers may be called the
minifters of Geob, becaufe the nature and rea-
{fon of thmgs, which 15 the law of Gob re.
quires {uch an nititution for the prefervation
and fafcty of civil fociety. In the two firft
{enfes, the apoﬁh cannot be fuppofed to aflirm,
that nﬂr“mu('}f 15 Gop’s ordinance, for neltlm
he, nor any of the facred writers have cntailc.]
the magitlracy toany one particular family uns
cer the golpel dipenfation.  Neither does he,
nor any of the infpired writers give us tm

leatt hint, that any perfon fhould ever be 1
msdl‘lt‘.l}r
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mediately commiffioned from Gop to bear rule
over the people: The third fenfe then is the
only fenfe, in which the apoitle can be fuppo-
fed to aflirm, that the magiftrate is the minifter
of Gobp, and that magiitracy 1s thie ordinarice
of Gop, viz that the nature and reafon of
things, require fuch an inftitution for the pre-
{ervation and fafety of mankind. Now if this
be the only fenfe in which the apoftle affirms,
that magiftrates are ordained of Gop as his
minifters, refiftance muft be criminal only {o
far forth; as they are the minsters of Gop, i.e.
while they act up to the end of their infituti-
on, and ceafes being criminal, when they ceafe
being the minifters of Gop, 1. e; when they aét
contrary to the general good, and feek fo de.

firoy the hiberties of the people.

Tuat we have gotten theapoftle’s fenfe of
magiftracy, being the ordinance of Gop, will
plainly appear from the text itfelf : For after
having afferted, that to refift the power is to
refilt the ordinance of Gop, and they that
refift, fhall receive to themfelves damnation ;
he immediately adds, as the reafon of this af-
fertion, For rulers are not a ferror to good woyks,
but to the evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
prwer ¢ Do that which 1s good, and thou [hait
have praife of the fame : For be 1s the mmfler of
GOD 20 thee for good.  But 1f thou do that which
15 evil be afraid ; for be beareth not the fword in
wain : For be is the minifler of GOD, a revenger
o execute wrath wpon bim that doth-evil. Hereis

3 plain declaration of the fenfe, in which he af-
ferts,
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forts, that the authority of the magiftrate 15
ordaincd of Gop, viz. becaufe rulers are not a
terror to good works, but to the evil, therc-
fore we ought to dread offending them, for
we canuot offend them but by doing evil, and
it we do evil, we havejuft reafon to fear their
‘power ; for they Dear not the fword in vam,
but in this café, the magiftrate 13 a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth cvil: But
if we are found dders of that which 15 good,
we have no reafon to fear the authority of the
magiftrate, for in this cafe, inftead of being
punithed we "fhall be protected and encoura-
sed : The reafon why the magiftrate is called
the minifter of Gop, 1s, becaufe he 1s to protect,
encourage and honor them that do well, and
to punifh them that do evil; thereiore it i1s
our duty to fubmit to them, not rhercly for
fear ot being punithed by them, but out of
regard to the divine authority, under which
they are deputed to execute judgment, and to
do juftice. For this reafon (according to the
apoftle) tribute is to be paid them, becaufe as
the minifters of Gop their whole bufinefs is to
protect every man in the enjoyment of his juft
rights and privilegzss, and to puntth every
evil doer.,

~ Ir the dpoftle then afferts, that rulers are or.
dain’d of Gop, only becaufe they drea terror
td evil works, and a praife to them that do
well, if they are minifters of Gop only becaufe
they encourage virtue and punith vice § it for
this reafon cnly they are to be obey’d for con-

E {cience
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fcience fake ; 1f the fole reafon, why they have
aright to tribute 1s becaule they devote them-
{elves wholly to the bufinefs of fecuring to
men their jult rights, and to the punithing of
evil doers ; 1t follows by undenable confe-
quence, that when they become the pefts of hu.-
man {ocicty 3 when they promote and encou-
rage’ evil doers, and become a terror to good
works, they then ceafe being the ordinance of
Gop ; they are no longer rulers, nor minifters
of Gop ; they arefo far from beinz the pow-
ers that are ordain’d of Gop, that they become
the minifters of the powers of darknels : And
it 15 fo far from being a crime to relift them,
that in many cales it may be highly criminal
in the fight of heaven to refufe refilting and
oppoiing them to the utmoft of our power; or
in other words, that the fame reafons, that re-
quire us to obey the ordinance of Gobp, do
equally oblige us, when we have power and
oppertunity, to oppole and relift the ordinance

of {atan.

Hence we fee, that the apoftle Paul inftead
of being a friend to tyranny and arbitray go-
gernment, turns out to be a. ftrong advocate
for the juft rights of mankind ; and 15 for
our enjoying ali that Itberty, with which Gop
has mvelled us: For no power (according to
the apoltle) 1s ordained of Geop, but what Is
an cncourager of every good and virtuous
action, do that which s good and theu fhallt have
praijeof the fame : No man nced to be afraid
of this power, which i ordain’d of Gop, who

docs
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Joes nothing but what 1s agreeable to the law
of Gop ; for this power will not reftrain us from
exerciiing any liberty, which the Deity has
granted us ; for the miniter of Gop 15 to re-
ftrain us from nothing, but the doing of that
which is evil, and to this we have no right:
To practice evil 15 not liberty, but licencrouf-
nefs. Can we conceive of a more perfect, equi-
table and generous planof government, than
this which the apoftle has laid down, viz. to
have rulers appointed over us, to encourage
us every to good and virtuous action, to defend
and protect us 1 our jult rights and privileges ;
and to grant us every thing that can tend to
promote out truc mtereft and happinefs ; to re-
ftrain every licencious action, and to punifia
every one that would 1njure or harm us; to be-
come a terror to evl deers, to make and exc-
cute fuch juflt and righteous laws, as thall ef-
fectually deter and hinder men from the com-
miflion of evil ; and to attend continually upon
this very thing ; to make 1t their conftant care
and {tudy dayand mghtto premotethe good and
welfare of the community, and to oppolc all
evil practices. Delervedly may fuch rulers be
called the minifters of God for good. They
carry on the fame benevolent delign towards
the community whicir they great governor of
the univerfe does towards his whoie creation.
Tis the mdifpenfibie duty of a people to pay
tribute, and to afferd an ealy and comfortable
{ubliftence to fuch rulcrs, becaute they are the
miniiters of Gop, who are continually labour-
ing and employing their time for the good of

the
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the community. He that refifts fuch magift
trates, does in a very emphatical fenfe refift thE
ordinance ofGop ; he is an enemy to mankind,
odious to Gop, and juftly incurs the fentence
of condemnation from the great jndge of qmck
and dead. ‘Obedience to fuch magiftrates is

yielding obedience to the will of Gop ; and
therefore ought to be performed from a facred

regard to the divine authority.

' For any one from hence to infer, that the
apoftle enj ins in this text unlimited obedience
to the worit of tyrants, and that he pronoun-
ces damnation upon thofe that refit the arbi-
trary meafures of fuch pefts of fociety, 15 juit
as good fenfe, as if one {hould athrm, that be-
caufe the {cripture enjoins “us obedience to all
the laws of Gop, therefore we may not oppole
the power of darknefs, or bgcaufe we are com-
manded to fubnnit to the ordinance of Gop,
therefore we may not refift the mimfters of
{fatan. Such wild work muft be made with the
apoitle before he can be brought to fpeak the
language of Qppreﬁlon. It is as plain (I think)
as wmds_ can make it, that according to this
text, no tyrant can be a ruler; for the apofile's
definition aof a ryler 1s, that he 1s not a terror to
good works, but to the evil; and that he 1s
onc who 15 to prajle and epcourage thofe that
do well ; whenever thea . the ruler encourages
them that do evil, andisa terror to thofe that
do well, 1. e. as {oon as he becomes a tyrant,
he forfeits his authority to govern, and becomes
the minifter of fatan, and as fuch ought to be

cppoled. i
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1 know, 1t is faid, that the magiltrates were
ot the time when the apoftle wrote, heathens;
and that Nero, that moniter of tyranny was then
emperor of Rome ; that therefore the apoitle
by enjoining fubmithon to the powers that then
were, does require unhmited obedience (o be
yiclded to the worlt of tyrants. Now not to
1afift upon what has been often oblerved, viz.
that this epiftle was written moft probably
about the beginning of Nero's reign, at which
tume he was a very humane and merciful princee,
¢id every thing that was generous and bene-
volent to the publick, and fhewed every adt
of mercy, and tendernels to particulars; and
tierefore might at that time juitly deferve the
character of the munifier of Gop for good to
the people ; I {ay, waving this ; ‘we will { {up-
pole that this, epiltle was written after that
Nero was become a monfter of tyranny and
wickednels, 1t will by no micans follow from
thence, that the apoltle meant to enjoin unli-
mited fubjection to fuch an authority, ov
that he intended to aflirm, that {uch a cruel
defpotick authority was the ordinance of Gob.
The plain obvious {enfe of his words (as we
“have already {feen) forbids fuch a conftruétion
to be put upon them 3 for they plainly imply
a {trong abhorrence and difapprobation of {uch
2 chara&er, and clearly prove that Nero, o far
for thas-he was a tyrant, could not be the miii-
fter of Gop, nor havc 1 ‘nght to claim {ub-
miflion from the people; fo that this ought per-.
haps rather to be view'd as a fevere fatyr upon
Wero, than as enjoyning any {fubmiflion to him.

ky
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i7 is alfo worthy to be obferved, that the
apoftle prudently wav’d mentioning any parti-
cular perfons that were then 1 power ; as it
might have been conftrued in an inviduous
light, and expofed the primitive chriftians to
the {evere refentments of the men that were
then in power. He only in general requires
fubmiffion to the higher powers, becaufe the
powers that be are ordain’d of Gop ; now tho’
the emperor might at that time be {uch a tyrant,
that he could with no propriety be faid to be or-
dain’d of Gop, yet it would befomewhat firange
af there were no men in power among the Ro-
mans, that acted up to the character of good ma-
giftrates, and that deferved to be cftcemed as the
sninifters of Gop for good unto the people :
if there were any fuch, notwithftanding the
tyranny of Nero, the apoftle might with great
propriety enjoin fubmiflion to thole powers that
were ordain’d of Gob, and by fo particularly
pointing out the end and defign of magiitrates,
and giving his definition of a ruler, he might
defign to thew, that neither Nero, nor any

other tyrant, ought to be efteemed as the mini-
fter of Gob.,

Ogr, rather, which appears to me to be the
truc {enfe, the apoftle meant to {peak of magif-
tracy 1n general, without any particular refe-
rence to the emperor, or any other perfon in
power, that was then at Rome; and: the
meamng of this paflige 1s, as if he had {aid, it
15 the duty of every chrifian to be a good fub-
ject of civil government, for the power and

anthority
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authority of the civil magiftrate are from Goz,
for the powers that beare ordain’d of Gop i. ¢,
the authority of the magiftrates that arc now
either at Rome, or ellewhere, 1s ordained of
the Deitty ; wherever you find any lawful ma-
giltrates, remember, they are of divine ordina-
tion ; but that you may underftand what I
mean, when I fay, that magiltrates are of di-
vine ordination ; I will {hew you how you may
difcern, who are lawful magiftrates and ordaine
ed of Gop,from thofe who are not : Thofe only
are to be efteemed lawtul magiftrates, and
ordain’d of God, who purfue the.publick good
by honouring and encouraging thofe that do
well, and punifhing all that do evil ; fuch and
fuchonly, wherever they areto be found, are the
minifters of Gop for good ; to refift fuch, is re-
fifting the ordinance of Gop, and expofing
youriclves to the divine wrathand condemna-

$10n.

In erther of thefe fenfes, the text cannot make
any thing in favour of arbitrary government.
Nor could he with any propriety tell them,
that they need not be afraid of the power, {@
long as they did that which was good, if he
meant to recommend an unlimited {fubmiffion
to'a tyrannical Nero ; for the belt charaers
were the likelieft to fall a {acrifice to Ius malice.
And bel.des, fuch an mjunétion would be direét-
ly contrary to his own practice, and the prac-
tice of the primitive chriftians, who refufed to
comply with the finful commands of men in
pewer ; their an{wer in {fuch cafes being this,

We
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we ought to oney Goprather tian men : Hence
the apoftle Paul himfelf fuffered many cruel
perfecutions, becaufe he would not renounce
chnftianity, but perfified in. oppofing the ido-
Jatrous worfhip of the pagan world.

Tnis text being refcued from the abfurd in-
terpretations, which the favourers of arbitrary
government have put upon it, turns out to be
2 noble confirmation of that free and generous
plan of goverment, which the law of nature
and reafon points out to us.- Nor can we de-
fire a more equitable plan of government, than
what the apoitle has " here laid down : Foraf
we confult our happinefs and real good, we
can never wifh for an unrecafonable liberty, viz,
a freedom to do evil, which according tothe
apoltle, 15 tue only thing that the magiftrate
3 to refrain us from. - To havea liberty to do
whatever 1s fit, reafonable or good, 1s the ngh-
eft degree of freedom, that rational beings can
poftefs. And How honourable a ftation are
thofe men placed mn by the providence of Go,
whofe bufinefs 1t 13, to fecure to men this rati-
onal liberty, and to promote the happinefs and
welfare of {fociety, by fupprefling vice and im-
rality, and by honouring and cncouraging eve-
ry thing that is amiable, virtuous and praife
worthy ¢ Such magifirates vught to be honour-
ed and obeyed as the minifters of Gobp, and the
{ervants of the king of heaven. Can we con-
ceive of a larger and more generous pian of
government than this of the apoitle ! Or can
we find words tore plainiy expreflive of a dit-

approhation
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approbation or an arbitrary and tyranmcal gos
vernment ? | never read this text without ad-
miring the beauty and nervoufnefs of it: And
I can hardly conceive how he could expreis
more ideas in {o few words, than he has done.
Wefee here, 1n one view, the honorthat belongs
to the magiitrate, becaufe heis ordain’d of Gop
for the publick good. We have his duty point-
ted out, viz. to honour and encourage the
virtuous, to promote the real good of the
community, and to punifh all “wicked and
1IDjUrious pelfona. We are taught the du-
ty of the fubject, viz. to ob-y the magifirate
for conicience fake, becaule he 1s ordain’d
of Gop; and that rulers being coatinually
employed under Gop for our good, are to
be generoufly maintained, by the paying them
tribute 3 and that dlfﬁbn.dlf,nce to rulers 1s
highly criminal, and will expolc us to the divine
wrath. The hberty of the {ubject 1s alio clearly
aflerted, viz. that fubjects are to beallowed to do
EVETY thmp" that 1s 1n itfelf jutt and righ t.. and
are only to be reftrained from bemg cuilty of
wrong a tions.  It1salfo firongly unphm that
when rulers become oppreflive to the fubiucs,
and 1njurious to the ftate, their authority, their
refpeét, their maintenance, and the cmv of
{fubmitting to them mauft lmmcume]v ceale s
they are then to be confidered as the mi-
nilters of fatan; and as {fuch it bccomcq cur
indifpenfable duty torefift and oppofe them.

- T'nus we {ee, that both reafon and revelation
perfectly agree in pointing out the nature, end
and defign of government, viz. that it is to pro-

l" rlu
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motc the welfare and happinefs of the commus-
nity ; and that fubjects have a nght to do eve-
ry thing that 1s good, praife-worthy, and con-
fiftent with the good of the community, and
are only to be reftrain’d when they do evil,
and are injurions either to individuals or the
whole community ; and that they ought to
fubmit to every law, that 1s benelicial to the
comiunity for confcience fake, altho’ it may
1 fome mealure interfere with thewr private
mtereft ; for every good man will be ready to
torego his private intereft for the fake of being
benefictal to the publick. Reafon and revela-
tion (we fee) do both teach us, that our obed:-
cnce to rulers 15 not unlimited ; but that refift.
ance 15 not only allowable, but an indifpenfable
duty 1n the cafe of intolcrable tyranny and
oppreflicn.  From both reafon and revelation,
we learn, that as the publick fafety 1s the fu-
preme law of the ftate, bang the true ftandard
and mcafure by which we are to judge whe-
ther any law or body of laws are juft or not,
{o legillators have a rizht to make, and require
fubjection to, any fet of laws, that have a ten-
cency to premote the good of the community.

Our governours have a nght to take every
proper method to form the minds of their fub-
jects fo, that chey may become good members
of {fociety. The great difference that wemay
obferve among the {everal claffes of mankind,
artfe chiefly from their education, and their
laws ; hence men bzcome virtuous or vicl-
ous; good common wealths-men, or the con-
trary, generous, nobie and couragous, or baic,

Y

mean Ipirited 20d cowardly ; ZlC»..'JI’d’Hﬂ‘ to the
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unprefiion that they have reccived from the
government that they are under, together with
their education, and the methods that have
been practiced by thewr leaders to form their
minds in carly life : Hence the neceflity of good
Jaws to encourage every noble and virtuous
fentiment, to fupprefs vice and 1mmorality ;
to promote induitry, and to punifh idlenefs
that parenc of innumerable evils; to promote
arts and {ciences, and to banifh ignorance from
amongit mankind.

AxD as nothing tends like rehigion and the
fear of Gop to make men good members of
the common wealth ; 1wt 1s the duty of magl-
trates to become the patrons and promoters of
religion and piety, and to make {uitable laws
for the maintaining publick worlhip, and de-
cently fupporting the teachers ot religion : Such
laws (I apprehend) are abfolutely neceflary for
the well being of civil focicty.  Suchlaws may
be made confiftent with all that hberty of con-
{cience, which every gocd member of {ociety
ought to be poflefled of ; for as there are few,
if any religious focictics ameng us, bat what
profefs to believe and pracuice ali the great du-
ties of religion and morality, that are neceflary
for the well being of {ociety, and the fafety
of the {tate ; let everv cue be allow’d to attend
worlhip 1n Ius own focicty, or in that way,
that he judges moft agreeable to the will of
Gop, and let him be obliged to contribute lis
afilitance to the {upporting and defreying the
accellary charzes of his own mecting.  In this

| cale
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cafe no one can have any right ¢o complati,
that he is depriv’d of liberty of conicience, lce-
ing that he has a right to choole and freely at-
tend that worfhip, that appears to him to be
moft agreable to the will of Gop ; and it muit
be very unreafonable for him to obje@t againit
being obliged to contribute his part towards
the fupport of that worthip, which he has cho-
{cn.  Whether fome fuch method as this mght
not tend 1n a very eminent manner to promote
the peace and welfare of {ociety, I muit leave
to the wifdom of our legiflators to determine ;
befure it would take oft fome of the moit po-
pular objections againft being obliged by law
to tupport publick worfhip, whilc the law re-
ftricts that fupport only to onc denomination.

Bu for the civil authority to pretend to cfta-
blith particular modes of faith, and. forms of
worihip, and to punifh all that deviate from
the ftandard which our fuperiors have fet up,
1s attended with the moft pernicious conle-
queaces to focicty : Tt cramps all free and rati-
onal enquiry ; fills the world with hypocrites
and {uperftitious bigots ; nay with in4dels and
fcepticks 1 It expofes men of religion and con-
fcience to the'rage and malice of fiery blind
zcalots 3 and diflolves every tender tye of hu-
man nature : In fhort, it introduces confufion
and every evil work. And I cannot but look
upon it as a peculiar blefling of heaven, that
w2 live in a land where every one can freely
deliver his fentiments upon rcligious fubjedts,
snd have £ poiviledge ofworthipping Gop,
| according
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according to the dictates of his own confcience,
without any moleitation or difturbance : A
priviledge which I hope, we fhall ever keep up,
and ftrenuoully maintain.  No principlesought
ever tobedilcountenanced by civil authority,
but fuch as tend to the {fubverfion of the ftate.
So long as a man is a good member of {ociety,
he 1s accountable to Gop alone for lus religi-
ous {entiments : But when men are found dif-
turbers of the publick peace, ftirring up fediti-
on, or practifing againft the ftate, no pretence
of religion or conicience, ought to {creen them
from Dbeing brought to condign punifhment.
But then as the end and defign of punithment
15 either to make reftitution to the injured, or
to reftrain men from committing the like
crimes for the future, {o when thefe important
ends are anfwered, the punifhment ought to
ceale ; tor whatever 1s inflicted upon a man un-
der the notion of punifhment, after thefe impor-
tant ends are anfwered, 1s not a juft and lawful
punithment, but 1s properly cruelty, and bafe
revenge.

Froyt this account of civil government we
learn, that the bulinefs of magiltrates is weighty
and 1mportant : It requires both wifdom and in-
tegrity : When cither are wanting, government
will be poorly adminiftred ; more efpecially if
our governours are men of loofe morals, and
abandoned principles ; for 1f a man is not faith-
ful to Gop and his own foul, how can we ex
pect, that he will be faithful to the publick
There wasa great deal of proprictyin theadvice

tha
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that Jethro gave to Mofes to provide able men ;
men of truth, that fcared Gop, and that hated
covetoufnefs, and to appoint them for rulers
over the people. Yor it certainly implics a very
grofs abfurdity to fuppolfe, that thofe who arc
ordain’d of Gop for the publick good, thould
have no regard to the laws of Gob ; or that
the minifters of Gop fhould be defpifers of the
divine commands. David the man after Gop’s
own heart, makes plety a neceflary qualificati-
on in aruler ; he that ruleth ever men (fays he )
muft be juft, ruding in the fear of GOD : 1t 1s ne-
ceffary it fhould be fo, for the welfare and hap-
pinefs of the ftate ; for to fay nothing of the
venality and corruption, of the tyranny and
oppreflion, that will take place under unjuft
rulers ; barely their vicious and irregular lives
will have a moft pernictous eftect upon the lives
and manners of their fubjeéts; their authority
becomes defpicable in the opinion of difcerning
men : And befides, with what face can they
make, or execute faws again{t vices, which they.
practice with greedinefs ? A people that have
a right of chooling their magiftrates, are cri-
minally guilty in the fight of heaven when they
are govern’d by caprice and humor, or are 1n-
fluenced by bribery to choofec magiitrates, that
arcirreligious men,whe are devoid of {entiment,
are of bad morals and bafe lives. Men cannot
be {ufliciently fenfible, what a curfe they may
bring upon themielves, and thar poftenty, by
foolithly and wickealy choofing men of aban-
doned characters and profhigate lives for thewr
magiltratcs and ruless,

by G
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We have alrcady {een, that magiftrates wha
rule in the fear of Gob, ought not only to be
obey’d as the mimiters of Gop ; but that they
ought alfo to be handfomely fupported, that
thcy may chearfully and freely attend upon the
duties ot their ftation ; for it 1s a great thame
and difgrace to fociety, to {ce men that ferve
the publick, labouring under indigent and nee-
dy circumfitances ; and belides, 1t 15 2 maxim of
eternal truth, that the laboureris worthy of his
reward.,

It 15al{o a great duty mncumbent or people
£o treat thofe in authority with all becoming
honour and refpect, tobe very careful of cafting
any afperlion upon - themr characters. To de-
ipile zovernmentand to {peak evil of dignities
15 reprefented 1n feripture as one of the worlt
of characters ; and 1t was an injunction of Mo-
les, thou fhalt not [peak evil of the ruler of thy
peaple.  Great mifchief may enfue upon revi-
ling the character of good rulers ; for the un-
1h1r1k1ng herd of mankind are very apt to give
car to fcandal : And when 1t falls upon men in
power, it brings their authority into contempt,
leflens their influence, and difheartens them
from doing that {ervice to the community of
which they are capable : Whereas, when they
are properly honoured, and treated with that
refpect which is due to their ftation j it infpires
them with courage and a noble ardor to {erve

the publick ; their influence among the people
as ﬁwnwthened and ther authnnt} becomes
frmly Gtablithed,  We ought to remcmber,
that
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that they are men hike to ourfelves, liable to
the fame imperfechons and infirmities with
the reft of us, and therefore {o long as they aim
at the publick good, their miftakes, mifappre-
henfions and infirmitics ought to be treated
with the utmoft humanity and tendernefs,

Bur tho’ I would recommend to all chrifti-
ans, as a part of the duty that they owe to
magiftrates, to treat them with proper honour
and refpect ; none can reafonably fuppofe, that
I mean that they ought to be flattered in their
vices, or honoured and careffed while they are
feeking to undermine and ruin the {ftate : For
this would be wickedly betraying our juft rights,
and we thould be guilty of our own deftructi-
on : We ought ever to perfevere with firmnefs
and fortitude in maintining and contending for
all that liberty, that the Deity has granted us :
1t 1s our duty to be ever watchful over our
juft rights, and not fuffer them to be wrefted
out of our hands by any of the artifices of ty-
rannical oppreflors .. But there 1s a wide difle-
rence between being jealous of our rights, when
we have the ftrongelt reafon to conclude, that
they are mvaded by our rulers, and being un-
reafonably fufpicious of men that are zcaloufly
endeavouring to {upport the conftitution, on-
ly becaufe we do not thoroughly comprehend
all their defigns : The firft argues 2 noble and
cencrous mind, the other a low and bafe {pinit.

Turs have I confidered the nature of the
coiy enjoin’d 1n the text, and haveendcavour-

£d
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ved to {hew, that the fame principles that require
obedience to lawful magiitrates, do alfo require
us to refift tyrants ; this I have confirm’d from
realon, and icripture.

IT was with a particular view to the i)refe_ni
unhappy controver{y that {fubfilts between us,
and Great-Britain, that I chofe to difcourfe up-
on the nature and defign of government, and
t_}ie rights and duties hoth of governors, and
governed, that fo, juftly underftanding our
rights and privileges, we may fland firm in our
appolition to minifterial tyranny, while at tl.e
fame tinge we pay all proper obedience and fube.
miffion to our lawful magiftrates ; and that
while we arc contending for liberty, we
may avoid running into flicencioufne{':_; ; and
that' we may preferve the due medium bes
tween {ubmitting to tvranny, and running
into anarchy.. Tacknowledge that I have un-
dertaken a diilicnlt tatk ; but, as it appear’d to
me, the prefent ftate of affairs loudly call’d for
fuch a difcourfe ; and therefore I hope the wiie,
the generous, and the good will, candidly re-
ceive my good intentions to ferve the public.
I ihall now apply this difcourfe to the grand
controverfy that at this day fubfilts between
Great-Britain and the American cglonics.

- Anp here in the firit pquf:, I cannot but
take notice, how wonderfully providence has
imiled upon us by caufing the feveral colonies
to umte (o hrmly together againft the tyranny
of Great-Britain, tho’ differing from each other

G in
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in thew particular intereft, forms of govern-
ment, modes of worfhip, and particular cuftoms
and manners ; befides feveral animofities that
had fubfifted among them. That under thefe
circumf{tances, {uch an union thould take place,
as we now behold, was a thing that might ra-
ther have been withed than hoped for.

Axp in. the next place, Who could have
thought, that when our charter was vacated,
when we became deftitute of any leg1ﬂat1vc
authority ; and when our courts of juitice
in many parts of the country were ftop’d, {0
that we could neither make, nor execute Iaws
upon offenders, whol fay would have thonght,
that in fuch a fituation, the people fhould be-
have {o peaceably, and mamntamn fuch good or-
der and harmony among themfelves ! 7 This is
a plain proof, that they hawng not the civil
Iaw to regulate themfelves by, became a law
unto themfelves ; and by their conduct they
have fhewn, that they were regulated by the
law of Gop wntten in therr hearts. This s
the Lord’s doing, and it ought to be marvel-

OUS 10 OUr €yes.

FroMm what has been {aid in this difcourfe,
1t will appear, that we are in the way of our
duty, in oppofing the tyranny of Great-Bri-
tain ; for if unlimited fubmiflion 15 not due to
any human power ; if we have an undoubted
right to oppofe and refift a fet of ¢ yrants, that
are fubverting our juit rights and prwﬂcdge

there cannot remain a doubt in any man, that
- Wwiil
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#ll calmly attend to reafon, whether we have
a right to relift and oppole the J.rbitlary mea-
fures of the Kin gand Parliament;; for it is plain
to demonitration, nay it 13 1n a manner felf-evi-
dent, that they havc been, and are endeavour-
ing to deprive us not -only of the priviledges
of Enghihmen, and ourcharter rights, but they
have endeavour’d to deprive us of what is
much more facred, viz. the priviledges of men
and chriftians * i. e. they are robbing us of the
unalienable rights, that the Gop of I nature ks
given us, as men, and rational beings, and has
confirmed to us in his written word as chrifti-
ans, and difciples of that Jefus, who came to
redeem us ﬁ'om the bondage of {in, and the
tyranny of {atan, and to grant us the moft per-
et freedom, even the glorious Lberty of the
fons and children of Gobp ; that here they have
endeavour’d to deprive us of the facred charter

of the king of heaven. But we have this for
our confolation, the Lord reigneth, he governs
the world in righteoufnefs, and will avenge theé
caufe of the opprefled, when they cry unto
him. We have made our appcal to heaven,
and we cannot doubt, but that the judze of a/[
the earth will do right.

" "Neep I upon this occafion defcend to parti-
culars ¢ Can any one be ignorant what the
_ things

# The nierning 11 naoty that they have attempted to deprive uy of
liberty of confiience, bui that they have attemjprzd to take
2 way thole nighte, which Gad has invelted vz with as Jus
creaturer, and corfimed in s gn‘y [, by which believers

,have a covenzataight 1o thi gocd things ol ts puc nt Lz,
. and wusld,
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things are of which we complain ? Docs no¢
every one know, that the King and Parhamcnt
have aflumed the right to tax us without our
confent ? And can any one befo loft to the
principles of humanity and common fenle, as
not to view their conduct 1n this afiair as a ve-:
ry grievous impofition ¢ Reafon and equity re-
quire that no one be obliged to pay a tax that
he has never confented to, either by himfelf, or
by his reprefentative : Butas divine prowdencc
Nas placed us at fo great a diftance from Great-
Britain, that we nelther are, nor can be pro-
perly reprefented in the Britith parliament ;
it is a plain proof that the Deity defign’d, that
we fhould have the powers of legiffation and
taxation among ourfelves : I'or can any {uppofe
it to be reafonable, that a {et of menhat are
perfet ftrangers to us, fthould have the uncon.
troulable nght to lay the ‘'moft heavy and grie.
vous burdens upon us that they pleale, purely
to gratity their unboundcd avarice and luxury ?
Muft we "be obliged to” perith with cold and
“hunger to maintain them in idlenefs, 1n all
l«unds of debauchery and diflipation ? But if
hey have the right to take our property from
is without our confent, we muft be wholly at
their mercy for our food and raiment, and we
Lkrow by {ad cxpenencc, that theu* tender mcr-

ClC;‘bJ, are crucl

Put becanfe we were not willing to {fubmit
to fuch an unrighteous:and cruel deggee ; tho'
we modeft'y complain’d and humbly petltlon’d

Yor a udmb of gricvances, inficad of he'mna'
- - 1 OULL
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aur complaints and granting our requefts, they
have gone on to add iniquity to tranfgreflion,
by making feveral cruel and unnghteous acts.
Who can forget the cruel aét to block up the
harbour of Bofton, whereby thoufands of in-
nocent perfons muft have been inevitably ruin’d
had they not been fupported by the continent ?
Who can forget the adt for vacating our char-
ter, together with many other cruel alts which
it 15 needlefs to mention? But not being able
to accomplifh their wicked purpofes by meer
aéts ot parliament, they have proceeded to com-
mence open hoftilities againit us ; and have en-
deavour’d to deftroy us by fire and {fword ;
our towns they have: burnt our brethen they
have flain, our veflels they have taken, and our
goods they have f{poiled. And afterall this
wanton exertion of arbitrary power, 1s there
the man that hasany of the feelings of humanity
left, who is not fired with a noble indignation
aﬂ'am& fuch mercilefs tyrants ; who have not
only brought upon us all the horrors of a civil
war, but have alfo added a piece of barbarity
unknown to Turks and Mahometan 1infidels ;
yea {uch as would be abhor’d and detefted by
the favages of the wildernefs: I mean their
cruelly forceing our brethern, whom they have
taken pr x,foners, without any dlﬁln&mn of whig
or tory, to ferve on board their fhips of war,
thereby obliging them to take up arms againit
their own countrymen, and to fight againft their
brethren, their wives, and their children, and
20 aflft in plundeung their own eftates. This
Iy breth: cn, 15 done by men who call them-
{cives
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felves chriftians againft their chriftian brethren,
againft men who till now gloried in the name
of Englifhmen, and who were ever ready to
fpend their lives and fortunes in the defence
of Britifh nights : Tell it not in Gath, publifth
it not 1n the fireets of Afhkelon, left it caufe
our enemies to rejoice, and our adverfaries to
triumph. Such a condudt as this, brings a
great reproach upon the profeflion of chriftiani-
ty, nay it is a great {candal even to human na.
ture itfelf, -

It would be highly criminal not to feel a due
relentment againit fuch tyrannical moniters.
It1s an indifpenfable duty my brethren which
we owe to Gop, and our country, to roufe
up and beftir ourfelves, and being animated
with a noble zeal for the facred cauie of hberty,
to defend our lives, and fortunes, even to the
fhedding the lalt drop of blood. The love of
our country, the tender affection that we have
for our wives and children, the regard we ought
to have for unborn pofterity, yea every thing
that 15 dear and facred, do now loudly cali
upon us, to ufe our beft endeavours to fave our
country’: We mult beat our plow-fhares 1nfo
Sfwerds, and our pruning books into fpears, and learn
the art of {elf-detence againit our enemies. To
be ‘carelefs and remifs, orto neglect the caufe of
our country thro’ the bafe motives of avarice,
and-elf interelt, will expolc us notonly to the
refentments of our fellow creatures, but to the
difpleafurc of Gop Almighty: For to fuch bafe
wretches in fuch a time as this, we may apply
" with
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with the utmoft propriety that paflagein jer.
48 chap. ver. 1o. Curfed be be that docth the work
of the Lord deceitfully, and curfed be he, that keepa
eth back his frword from bleod, Yo {ave our coun-
try from the hands of our opprefiors, ought to
be dearer to us, even than our own lives, and
next the eternal falvation of our own fouls, 1s
the thing of the greateft importance: A duty
fo facred, that 1t cannot juitly be difpenfed with
for the fake of our {eeular concerns : Doubtlefs
for this reafon Gop has been pleafed, to mani-
fclt his angeragainit thofe who have refuted to
affift their country againit its cruel oppreflors.
Hence in a cafe imilar to ours, when the Ifrae.
lites were ftruggling to deliver them{elves from
the tyranny of Jabin the king of Canaan, we
~find amotft bitter curfe denounced againft thofe,

who refufed to grant their afliftance 1n the com-
mon caufe ; fee Judges sth,ver. 23. Curfe ye
Meroz ( faid the angel of the Lord) Curfe ye bitter-
ly the inbabitants theredf, becaufe they came not to
the help of the Lord, tothe help of the Lord againy?
the mighty,

-~ Now if fuch a bitter curfe is denounced
againft thofe, who refufed to aflift their’ coun-
try againit its oppreflors, what a dreadful doom
are thofe expofed to, who have not only refu-
fed to aflift their country in this time of diltrefy,
but have thro’ motivesof intereft or ambition
{hewn themfelves enemies to their country by
oppoling us in the meafures that we have fa-
ken, and by openly favouring the Britith Par-
maments  He that 1s {o loft to humanity, as to

a : e
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{clves chriftians againft their chriftian brethren,
againft men who till now gloried in the name
of Englilhmen, and who were ever ready tc
{fpend their hives and fortunes in the defence
of Britith rights : Tell it not in Gath, publith
it not in the fireets of Afhkelon, left it caufe
our enemies to rejoice, and our adverfaries to
triumph. Such a condudt as this, brings a
great reproach upon the profeflion of chriftiani-
ty, nay it 1s a great {candal even to human na-
ture itfelf, -

It would be highly criminal not to feel a due
relentment againit fuch tyrannical moniters.
It1s an indifpenfable duty my brethren which
we owe to Gop, and our country, to roufe
up and beftir ourfelves, and being animated
with a noble zeal for the facred caufe of hiberty,
to defend our lives, and fortunes, even to the
fhedding the laft drop of blood. The love of
out country, the tender aflection that we have
for our wives and children, the regard we ought
to have for unbern pofterity, yea every thing
that 1s dear and {acred, do now loudly cali
upon us, to ufe our beft endeavours to fave our
country”: We muft beat our ploww-fhares 1nto
fwords, and our pruning hooks into fpears, and learn
the art of {elf-defence againit our enemies. To
be ‘carelefs and remifs, orto negleét the caufe of
our country thro’ the bale motives of avarice,
and-elf interelt, will expolc us notonly to the
vefentments of our fellow creatures, but to the
difpleafurc of Gop Almighty: For to fuch bafc
wretches in fuch a tims as this, we may -appl}y
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with the utmoft propriety that paffagein jer.
48 chap. ver. vo. Curfed be he that doeth the work
of the Lord deceitfully, and curfed be he, that keep-
eth back kis fword from bleod.  Todaveour coun-
try from the hands of our opprellors, ought to
be dearer to us, even than our own hives, and
next the eternal {falvation of our own fouls, 1s
the thing of the greateft importance: A dutv
fo facred, that it cannot juftly be difpenfed with
for the fake of our fecular concerns : Doubtlefs
{for this reafon Gop has been pleafed, to mani-
feft his anger againft thofe who have refuted to
aflift their country againft its cruel oppreffors.
Hence in a cafe fimilar to ours, when the Ifrae-
lites were ftruggling to deliver themfelves from
the tyranny of Jabin the king of Canaan, we
~find amoft bitter curfe denounced againft thofe,
who refufed to grant their afittance in the com-
mon caufe ; fee Judges sth,ver. 23. Curfe ye
Meroz ( faid the angel of the Lord) Cmf ¢ ye bitfer-
ly the inhabitants thereof, becaufe they came not to
the help of the Lord, tothe belp of the Lord agaiys

Fhe mi gl}f 2

~ Now if fuch a bitter curfe is denounced
againft thofe, who refufed to aflift their’ coun-
try againft its oppreflors, what a dreadful doom
are thofe expoied to, who have not only refu-
fed to aflift their country in this time of diftrefs,
but have thro’ motives of intereft or ambition
{hewn themfelves enemies to their country by
oppoling us in the meafures that we have ta-
ken, and by openly favouring the Britifh Par-

}mmcnts He tlnt 1S fo loft to humwm 95 0
% h{;
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be willing to facrifice his country for thc fakf.
of avarice or ambition, has arrived to the hlgh-=
cft ftage of ‘WleCdIlt‘{b, that human nature is
capablc of, and deferves a much worfe name,
than Iat prefent carc to give him ; but I think
I may with propriety fay, that fuch a perfon
has forfeited his right to human {ociety, and
that he ought to take up his abode not among
the favage men, bit among the fivage beafts
of the wildernefs.

Nor can T wholly excufe from blame thofe
timid perfons, who thw their own cowaldlce,
have been induced to favour our enemies,
and have refufed to act in defence of their
country : For a due {enfe of the ruin and de-
ftruction that our enemies are bringing upon
us, 15 enough to raife {fuch a refentment in the
human breaft, that would (I fhould think) be
{ufficient to banith fear from the moft timid
make : And beﬁdes to mdulrrc cowardu:e in {fuch
he that ﬁrmly belleves and rehes upon the Pro-
vidence of Gop, doubt, whether he will avenge
the caufe of the IIIJUI‘ECI when they apply to
him for lelp : For my own part, when I con-
fider the difpenifations of providence towards
this land, ever fince our fathers firft {ettled in
Plymouth [ find abundant reafon to conclude,
that the gre1t fovereigh of the univerfe, has
planted avine in this Amefican wildernes, which
he has-caufed to take deep root,.and it has fil-
led the.Jand, and that he will never iu{Ter it

to be plucked up, or deftroyed.
Our -
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C uR fathers fled from the rage of prelitical
'tvrcmny and PLlltU‘LI’)H, and came mto t s
land in order to enjoy liberty of confcicuce;
and they have encreafed (o 2 great peopic
Many have bezn the interpolitions of divine
providence on our behalf, both in cur fath-rs
days and ours : And thourh we are now en.

gaged i a war with Great- BI’IE’JIH yet we have

een pr(}fpered in 2 moft wonderful manner :
And can we think, that he, who has thus far
helped us, will give us up into the hands of
our cnemles? Certainly he, that has begun to
deliver. us, will contmue to thew his mercy
towards us, 1n faving us from the hands of our
enernies ; he will not forfake us, if we do not
forfake him, Our caufe 15 {o jult and ﬂroorl
that nothing can prevent our fuccefs, but on'y
our {ins. Could I {ee a {pint oflepcnt.mcc andl
reformation prevail through the land. I {hould
not have the leaft apma,hm[mn or fear of be
ing brought under the iron rod of flavery, even
thouqh Al the powers of the globe were coms-
bined againit us : Ana tnm}rrh [ confefs, that
the 11FL11‘3‘10H and pmphanulc,n, which are fo
COMMON AmMong Us, gIves {omething o a damp
to my {pirits, yct [ Crnnat help hupl o, and

even believing, that providence has deligned
this contment “for to be the alylum ov hverty
and true religion ; for can we fuppole, that that
Gop who created us free agents, and defigned
that we fliould glority and Y ferve him in this
world, that we 1111“"1t enjoy him forever herea
atter, will fuffer th"tv and truz iv'igion to

be bam{hed from of the face of the “carth ?
Li but
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But do not we find that both religion and Ii-
berty feem to be expiring and gaiping for hife
in the other continent, where then can they £nd
an harbour, or place of refuge but m tus ¢

TuerE are fome who pretend that it is againit
their confciences to take up armsin defence ot
their country ; but can any rational being {up-
pofe, that the Deity can require us to contra-
dict the law of nature, which he has wntten
in our hearts, a part of which I am fure 1s
the principle of felf defence, which ftrongly
prompts us all to oppoie any power that would
take away our lives, or the lives of eur friends :
Now for men to take pains to deitroy the ten-
der feclings of human pature, and to eradicate
the principles of felf prefervation, and then to
perfuade themfelves that in {o doing, they {ub-
mit to,and obey the will of Gop,is a plain proof
how eafily men may be led to pervert the very
felt and plameft principles of reafon and com-
mon lenfe, and argues a grofs corruption of the
human mind. We find fuch perfons arevery
inconfiftent with themfelves, for no men are
more zealous to defend thewr property, and to
fecure their efiates from the encroachments of
others, while they refufe to defend their per-
{ons, their wives, their children, and their coun-
try againft the aflaults of the enemy. We fee
to what unaccountable lengths men will run,
when once they leave the plain road of com-
mon fenfe, and violate the law, which Gop has
written in the heart : Thus fomehave thought,
they did Gob fervice, when they unmercifully

butchered
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butchered and deftroyed the lives of the fer.
vants of Gop ; while others upon the contrary
extreme belteve, that they pleafe Gop while they
fit {ull, and quietly behold their friends and
brethren killed by their unmerciful enemies,
without endeavouring to defend, or refcue them.
The oneis a fin of omiflion, and the other 1sa
fin of commiflion, and 1t may perhaps be diff.
calt to fay under certain circumftances, which
15 the mott criminal in the fight of heaven ; of
thisT am {ure, that they are both of them great
viclations of the law of Gop.

Havive thus endeavoured to thew the liw-
fulnels and neceflity of defending ourlelves
acain the tyranny of Great-Britain, 1 would
oblerve, that providence {eems plataly to point
to us the expediency, and even necefiity
of our confdering our {lves as an iade-
nendent ftate : or not to confider the ablurdi-
ty implied, in making war azain{t a power, to
wwhich we profefs to own {ubicction, to pafs by
the impracticability of cur ever coming under
{ubjection to Great-Britain upen faur and cqui-
table terms 5 we may obferve, that the Britifh
parfiament has virtually declaved us an inde-
peadent ftate by authorizing thewr fhips of war
to feize all American property, wherever they
can find 1t, without making any dittinétion be-
tween the friends of adminiitration, and thofe
that linve appeared m oppolition to the adts of
parhiament.  This 1s making us a difuinét nati-
on from themfelves 5 they can have no right
any longer to mle us rebels 4 {for rebetlion 1m-

RN
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plics a particular fattion rifen up in oppofition
to lawful autbority, and ds {fuch the- factious
party ought to be punifhed, while thofe th at
remain 10} al are to be protcéted : But when
war is declared againft a whole community
without diftin@ion, “and the property of each par-
ty 1s declared to be feizable ; this, if any thing
can be, 1s treating us as an mdependent {tate :
Now if they arc p]cafed to confider us, as in a
ftatc of mdepcndcncy, who can object agalnﬂ:

our confideiing our 1 lves {0 oo,

But while we arc nobly cppofing with our
lives and eftates, the tyranny of the Britifh
parliament; let us not forget the duty which
we owe to our lawful mwﬂh ates ; let 013 never
miftake licencioufnefs for hburty ‘The more
we underftand the principles of liberty,  the
more readily fhall we yield obedience to lawful
authority : For mo man-can oppole good go-
verament, but he that is a firanger to true li-
berty. Letusever check and reftrain the facis-
ous difturbers of the peace; whenever we meet
with perfons, that arc loth to fubmit to lawful
au-hority, let us treat them with the contempt,
which they deferve, and ever elicem them as
the  enemics of their country, and the peits of
focicty. . 1t 15 with peculiar pleafure, that I re-
ficct upon the peaceable behaviour of my coun-
trvmen. at a tume when-the courts of jutlice
were ftopped, and the execution of laws {ufpen-
ded | 1t will cert: m‘l*' be expelted of 2 people,
that coald behave fo well, when they had no-
thing to reliran tl *r:.u., bt the s o L:Em m

o '..lL\..
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cheir hearts, that they will yieid all ready and
1r"I*w:arful obedience to Jawful authority : There
is at prefent, the utmioft need of guarding
ourlelves againt a {editious and faltious teme
per ; for when we are engaged with {o pow-
erfil an encmy from w1thout our policical
falvatton under Gop does in an emincnt man-
ner depend upon our being firmnly united toge-
ther in the bonds of love to one another, and
of due fubmitfion ¢o lawital author 1t} I hops
we 1kl never give anv juit occafion to our

adverfaries to reproach us as being men of tur-
bulent "difpolitions, and licentious principles,
that cannot bear to be reftrained by good and
wholfo.ne laws, even though they are of our
own making, nor fubmit to rulers of our own
chufing : But | have reafon to hope much bet-
ter things of my countrymen, though I thus
fpeak. However, in this tune of diiicnity and
diftrefs, we cannot be too much guarded againft
the lelt approaches to dilcord and faction. Let
us while we are ]ca]ous of our nights, take heed
of unreafonable fufpicions, and ev 11 furmifes,
which bave no pro per foundation.  Let us take
heed, lelt we hurt the cawfe of liberty by {peak-
2 ovil of the ruler of the people,

LeT us treat our rulers, with all that honor
and refpect, which the dignmity of their ftation
requires ; but letit be fuchan honer and relpece
as 1s worthy of the fons of frecedom to g ."E :
Let us ever abhor the bafe arts, that are ufed
by fawning parafites, and cringing courtiérs,

wlo by their low artificics, and bale fatteries,
obiuin
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obtain offices and pofts, which they are unqua-
lified to {fuftain ; and honors, of which they are
unworthy, and oftentimes have a g:eater nuni-
ber of places afligned them, than any one perion
of the greateft abilities can cver properly fill ;
by means of which, the community becomes
greatly injured, for this reafon, that many an
important truft remains undiicharg’d, and ma-
ny an honeft and worthy member of fociety 15
deprived of thofe honors and privileges to which
he has a juft right ; whilit the moft dcipicable
worthlels courtier i1s loaded with Lhonourable
and profitable commiffions. In order to avoid
this evil, I hope, our legillators will always de«
fpife flattery as fomething telow the dignity of
a rational mind, and that they will ever icorn
the man that will be corrupted, or take a, bribe;
And let us all refolve with our felves, that no.
motives of interelt, nor hopes of preferment,
fhall ever induce us to act the part of fawning
courtiers towards men in power. Let the ho-
nor and refpeét, which we thew our fupernors,
be true and genuine, flowing from a fincere.

and u_Pright heart.

Tue honors that have been pad to arbitrary
princes, have often bec®®ery Liypocritical and
infincere : Tyraats have been flattered n their
vices, and have often had an 1dolatrous reve.
rence paid them.  "The warlt princes havebeen
the moft flattered and adoved : And many fuch
m the pagan world aflumed the title of god- 5
and had divine honots, paid them. Thiside-
latrous reverencs: has ever been the micperabe

concomatant,
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toncomitant of arbitrary power, and tyranni.
cal government : For even chnftian princes, if
they have not been adored uner the character
of gods, yet the titles given them,ftrongly favor
of blafphemy, and the reverence paid them is
really idolatrowts. What 113t has a poor finful
worm of the duittoclaim the title of hisioft fa-
cred Majelty ; moit facred certamnly belongs only
to Gop alone, for thereis none holy asthe Lord 5
yet how common is it to fee this title given to
kings? And how often have we heen told,
that the king can do no wrong, even though
he fhouid be fo foolifh and wicked as hardly to
be capable of ever being in the right ? yet {till
it muit be aflerted and maintained, that it is

impoffible for him to do wrong ?

Tre crucl favage difpofition of tyrants, and
the i1dolatrous reverence that is paid them, are
both moft beautifully exhibited to view by the
apoftle John in the revelation, 13th chap. from
the firlt to the tenth ver. where the apofile
gives a cefeription of an horrible wild beaft *

which
? Wild beaft,~=By the bealt with feven heads and ten horns, I

underftand the tyranny ot arbut ary pringes, viz. the emperots
and kings of the eattern and weltern soman empire, and not
the tyranny of the pope and clergy, for the defcription of every
part of this besft will anfw:r betier to be uaderftood of politi-
cal, than of ecclefiaftical tyrants, Thus the feven heads are
generally interpieted, to dcnote the feveral forms of roman
goverpment § the ten horas aie underltond of the ten kings
doms that were {et up in the weltern empire § and by the body
of the beaft it feems moll nitu al t~» undeiftand the eaftern ce
greele emphie 3 foe it is fald 10 be Lke 3 leopard, this imaoe i3
takea from Daniel 7, v. 6. where the third beaft is faid to he
iike # leapard. N.w by the thi d beait in Dansel is underftu 4
By the beft interpretes the grecian monarchy s It is well knowa

thit
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which he faw rife out of the fea, having feven
heads and ten horns, and upon his heads the
pames of blafphemy : By hcads are to be un-
gerftood forms of government, and by blafphe-

1y, idolatry ; {othat it feems inplicd, thatthere
will

that John frequzntly borrows his finages frem Danicl,- and &
Believe 1t wili be found upon a couitul examinad.n ol the
matter, that wheaever he doe< {, he means ine fame shing
withDaniel ; if this be troe,(as I am fully psawaded n v ) then
by the body cf thus besit bang hike a leopard 1a thereveaton
" ot Jolin, is to b vnderitocd the caltern or greek empne, whicht
was that part of the old roman empire taat cemained whole fur
fevetal ages aftes the wellern emp re was br keo intoten kinga
doos. FPurther, after the beait was nifer, 1 1s {~1d that the
dragun gave hum s {eat 3y oW, h}* the d az. n i3 mednt i &
devil,. who ig reprefented 35 profidiog over the 1 man epricq
iﬂ 115 Pﬂgdﬂ Rate 3 but the fest of the Teman vTRTE Nt DAe
gan ftate was Rome s Here then is a prophecy that th-emperoe,
of the eaft thould becoms poffers’d «fR me.which ex. iy agiees
~ with what we know fsom h'ft-ry to.be t:{t, | 7 the emperor
luitinian’s generals having expeliad the goths cut «f TLaly;
Rome was brought into {ubjefticn to the emperor of the ealt, and
. was fora long time governed by the cmaero’s lieutenant,
who refided at Ravenna, Thefe cor liderations convince me,
that the greek empire, aid pot the pepe and his clergy, is to be
. underftoad by the body of 1he baalt, which was like a Jeopard 3
And what furthee confirms me in this helief i, that jt appeasa
to me that -the pope, and thz papal clergy aie to be urdore
flood by the fecond braft, which we read of in Rev, 13th
ver. x1~—17th, for of him it 15 fard. that he had f1vo horag
lke @ lamb : A lamb, we know, i the figure, by which Jcfus
Chrift is tignified in the Revelarion, and many other pans of
the new.teftament, the pope claims hoth a temporal and [piri-
tual {uvereignty denated by the two hoins under the charater
of the vicar of Jefus Chnift. and ye« under th s high pretence
of being the vicar of J.'us Cheift, he f{pesks l-kea d agen,
z. e. he promates idolatiy in the chriiaa chuich, 1n l.keman-
zer as the dragon did 10 tie hLeothen world, T ditbinguidi
him from the i-# heat, he s called Rev, 19 the fafe pro-
foet that avrought miracles, i. e, Iilke mancmer n- pretends 1o be
e lawgiver and clamy infallibiblity, and s em-Myies endeavaus
to confirm this d &c ne by p.etended mitacies : How wonder-
fully do all thefe charallers agie2 to the pope ? wherefire 1
conclude, that the fecond and net the f1:ff beait, denates-the
tyranny of the pope and hus clergy,
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il Be a degree of idolatry in every form of
tyronmical government, T his be&& 1S Fepy e
fented as havmﬂ' the bedy of a leopard, tha
fcet of abear, and the mouth of a lion, 1. €. an
horrible monter poflefied of the rage and fury
of the lion, the fiercenels cf the bear, and the
fwittnefs of the leopard to feize and devour its
prey ; can words more {trengly point out or
exhibit in more lively colours, the exceedmmg
rage, fury and impetuolity of tyrants in their
deﬁmymﬁ* and making havock of mankind.
To this beatt we find the dragon gave Ais
power, feat and great zmthonty, 1. €. the devil
conftituted him to be his vicegerent on carth 3
this 1s to denote that tymnts are the minilters
of fatan, ordained by him for the deltruciion

of manmd

Svcu an Irorrible moniter we thould have
thought, would have been abhorred and deteft-
ed of all minkind, and that all nations would
have jotned their powers and forces together,
to oppole and utterly deftroy him hom off
the face of the earth : But {or fuc are they trom
doing this, that on the contrary, they a:c Too
prefented as worlkipping him, ver. 8. and aff
that d J.*cf! on the earth [ball <w; ?_‘/bzp hun, < iz. cr"f
thofe e names &re not written in the lawh’s b.ob
of life, 1. e. the wicked world fhall pay him :m
idolatrous reverence, and worflap b with 2
codlike adoration. 'What can m a more hively
manner {hew the orofs ﬁupidny and wicked-
nels of mankind, in thus tamely gwmgug their
3@& rights into the hands of tyrapmical mon.

I ftt:
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ters, and in fo rcadily paying them fuch an -
uniunited obedience, asis due to Gop alone.

WEe may obferve farther, that thefe men are
fald, ver. 4. ts warfbip the drazon 5 ot that it is
to bz {uppoled that they in direét terms paid
divine homage to fatan, but that the adoration
paid to the vealt, who was fatan’s vicegerent,
41 uitbmately center in him. Hence we learn

that thofe who pay an undue and fnf! vene-

ratien to tyrants, are properly tae fervants of
the cevil thcy are worthippers of the prince of
da:mueis, for in him all that undde homage
and adoration centers, that 1s given to his mi-
niiters. Hence that terrible denunciation of
divine wrath againft the worlluppers of the
bezft and s 1mage : Rev. 14th, ver. gth, 10th,
and 11th, If' any man ..;.,ar_/’:u H beq/f and his
image, and receive bis mark in bis forchead,
or i Lis band, the jame _,baff drink of 1De svine

of the corath of GOD svbich 1o pored out <vitheut

;:..*ztff ity the cup of bis indignation, aid he
ﬂ.‘faf! be tormented <uith ﬁre and brimfune in the

prefonce of Fhe f)g!y a*mw, and  the prgufﬂ r)[
toe Lamb 5 and the j?ﬂc qf their tforment ofcer d-
el 1 fereer anid : dAnd they bave no rilt
dey wer bty who M{;mp the "’m/i and i
7170 and who receive the mark of Fis name.
We have here fet forth in the clearelt man-
ner Ly the infpired apoftle, God's abhurrence
of tyranny and tvrants, together wita the
idolatrous reverence, that their wretched {uh-
3:’:'} are wont to pay them, and fiie awful

deannciation of divine wrath, againdt thole
BWH.:

-
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who are guilty of this undue ovedicnee io
fyrants.

l—

Dotgs it not tuen highly concern s all to fiand
fait in the liberty wherewith neaven has made
us iree, and to itrive to got the victory over
the b..,uL& and his 1miaee, over every ipeaos of
tyranny.  Let us look upon a freedom froin
the power ot tyrants, as a biciling, that can-
not be pumn.r.:d too dear ; and Ict us bizls
(Gop, that ne has {o far d,]n cred us from that
lolatrous reverence, which men are fv vay
apt to pay to arbitrary tyrants ; and et us
pray that he would be pleafed graciouily to
pcrﬁ:& the mercy he has begun to ihaw us by
confounding thL devices of our cnemier,
and bringing thar counfels to nouzht, and
by elt bhihmﬂ our jult rghts and }*ﬁaﬂud-
aes, upon fuch o frm and l ting bafis, that
the powers of carth and hell flall not plC-

vall 2 gami 1C.

Uxper Gop, every perionin the commu-
aity ought to contribute lus atlillance to the
bringing about {0 glornous and mmportast an
event ; but mr 2 more cannent manner dovs
this important bulines belong to the geatic-
men, that are chofen to upn.n.,ﬂt the pt”}}lu
m this general aflambly, m.Inding  thoi,
that have been :mpm*m.d members of the
Lionourable council board.

Hoxourep fathers, we ook up to you 1n
tli; day of calamity and it SR the

CURI LA LR
L -
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guardians of our invaded rights, and the
defenders of our hberties againit Britifh ty-
r2onv 3 you are called 1in providence to fave
your couatry from ruin. A truilt is repofed
in you of the highelt importance to the com.
munity, that can be conceived of, its bufi-
nefs the moft noble and grand, and a talk
the moft arduous and difficult to accom-
plith, that ever engag’d the human mind.
(1 mean as to things of the prelent life).
But as you are engaged-in the defence of a
juit and righteons caufe, yon may with firm.
nefs of mind commit your caule to Gop,
and depend on his kind providence for di-
rechion and afliftance. You will have the
fervent wifhes and prayers of all good men,
that Gop would crown all your Ilabours
with fuccefs, and direct you into fuch mea-
fures as fhall tend to promote the welfare
and happinels of the community, and aflord
you all that wifdom and prudence, which
- 35 necedlary to regulate the aflairs of fiate
at this critical peripd.

Howouvszep fathers of the houfe of Re.
prefentatives : We truft to your wifdom and
goodnefs, that you will be led to appoint
fuch men to be in Council, whom youkrow
to be men of real principle, and who are
of unblemithed lives, that have fhewn
themielves zealous and hearty friends to the
liberties of Ameiica, and men, that have
the fcar of Gop before theireyes ; for fuch
oply are the men, that can be depended

Upody
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apon uniformly to purfue the general gosd.

My reverend Fathers and Brethren in the
miniftry will remember, that according te
our text, it 1s part ot the work and bu-
finels of a gofpel minilter, to teach his hear-
ers the duty they owe to magilirates. TLet
us then cndeavour to explain the nature of
their duty faithfully, and thew them the
difference  between liberty and  licencioul-
nefs ; and while we are animating them to
oppole tyranny and arbitrary power, let us
inculcate upon them, the duty of -vielding
due obcdience to lawinl authority. In order
to the nght and ftaithful difcharge of this
part of our muniftry, it is neccllary, that
we fhould theroughly ftudy the law of na-
ture, the rights of mankind, and the reci-
procal duties of governours and governed :
By this means, we fhal be able to guard
them againft the extremes of flavith fub-
mufion to tyrants on one hand, and of fe-
dition and licencioufnefs onthe other., We
may I apprehend, attain a thorough zc-
quaintance with the law cof nature, and the
vichts of mankind, while we remain 1igno-
rant of many technical terms of law, and
are utterly una¢quainted with the obfcure and
barbarous latin, that was fo much ufed in the
2ges of popifh darknels and fuperltition.

~ To conclude, Wrivre ‘we are fighting for

Liberty, and firiving againft tyranny, let us

remember to fight the good fight of faithé
an
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and enrneﬁl}r feek to e delivered from that
bondage of corraption, which we are bicught
1nto b}r {in, and that wc may Dbe madc
partakers of the glorious liberty of thedons

and children of Gop @ Which may the {ather
of mercics grant us all, thro’ Jefus Chrift !

A M E N,
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