THE

GREAT SPEECHES AND ORATIONS

OF

DANIEL. WEBSTER

L3

WITH AN ESSAY

ON

DANIEL WEBSTER AS A MASTER OF ENGLISH STYLE

BY

EDWIN P. WHIPPLE

BOSTON
LITTLE, BROWN, & CO. “

1879 LS



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 187¢, by
LiTrLE, BROwN, & C(Co.,

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington.

MAR 17 1923

CAMBRIDGE :
UNIVERSITY PRESS : JOHN WILSON AND SON.



FREFACE.

TrE object of the present volume is not to supersede the
standard edition of Daniel Webster’s Works, in six octavo vol-
umes, edited by Edward Everett, and originally issued in the
year 1851, by the publishers of this volume of Selections. It
i3 rather the purpose of the present publication to call atten-
tion anew to the genius and character of Daniel Webster, as
a lawyer, statesman, diplomatist, patriot, and citizen, and, by
republishing some of his prominent orations and speeches of
universally acknowledged excellence, to revive public interest
in the great body of his works. In the task of selection, it
has been impossible to do full justice to his powers; for
among the speeches omitted in this collection are to be found
passages of superlative eloquence, maxims of political and
moral wisdom which might be taken as mottoes for elaborate
treatises on the philosophy of law and legislation, and impor-
tant facts and principles which no student of history of the
Uniied States can overlook without betraying an ignorance
of the great forces which influenced the legislation of the two
Houses of Congress, from the time Mr. Webster first entered
public life to the day of his death.

It is to be supposed that, when Mr. Everett consented to
edit the six volumes of his works, Mr. Webster indicated to
him the orations, speeches, and diplomatic despatches which
he really thought might be of service to the public, and that
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he intended them as a kind of legacy, — a bequest to his coun-
trymen.

The publishers of this volume believe that a study of Mr.,
Webster’'s mind, heart, and character, as exhibited in the
gelections contained in the present volume, will inevitably
direct all sympathetic readers to the great body of Mr. Web-
ster’s works. Among the eminent men who have influenced
legislative asserblies in Great Britain and the United States,
during the past hundred and twenty years, it is curious that
only two have established themselves as men of the first
class in English and American literature. These two men
are Edmund Burke and Daniel Webster; and it is only by
the complete study of every thing which they authorized to
be published under their names, that we can adequately com-
prehend either their position among the political forees of
their time, or their rank amcag the great masters of English
eloquence and style.
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MR. JUSTICE STORY.

[AT & mecting of the Suffolk Bar, heid
in the Circuit Court Room, Boston, on ihe
morning of the 12th of September, the day
of the funeral of Mr. Justice Story, Chief
Justice Shaw having taken the chair and
announced the cbject of the meating, Mr.
Webster rose and spoke substaniially as
foilows.)

Your solemn sgnnouncement, Mr.
Chief Justice, hrs confirmed the sad
inteliigencs which had already reached
us, throngh the public channels of in-
formation, and deeply afflicted us all.

JoserPH STORY, one of the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court of the
United States, and for many years the
presiding judge of this Circuit, died on
Wednaesday evening last, at his house
in Cambridge, wanting only a few days
for the completion of the sixty-sixth
year of his age.

This most mournful and lamentable
event has called together the whole Bar
of Suffolk, and all connected with the
courts of law or the profession. It has
brought you, Mr. Chief Justice, and
your associates of the Bench of the Su-
preme Court of Magsachusetts, into the
midst of us; and you have done us the
honor, out of respect to the occasion, to
consent to preside over us, while we
deliberate on what i3 due, as well to
our own afflicted ard smitten feelings,
ar to the exalted character and eminent
distinction of the deceased judge. The
occasion has drawn from his retirement,

1 The following letter of dedication to the
mother of Judge Story accompanied thesz re-
marks in the original edition : —

‘“ Boston, Sepiemder 15, 1843.
“VesEranre Mapasm, — I pray you to
gllow me to present to you the brief remarks
which I made before the Buffnlk Bar, on the
12th instant, ai a meeting occasioned by the
gudden and afflicting deeth of your distinguished

also, that venerable man, whom we all
s0 much respect and honor, (Judge
Davis,) who was, for thirty years, the
associate of the deceased upon the same
Bench. 1t has called hither ancther
judicial personage, now in retirement,
(Judge Putnam,) but long an ornament
of that Bench of which you are now the

| head, and whose marked good fortune

it 18 to have been the professional teach-
er of Mr. Justice Story, and the director
»f his early studies. He also i3 present
to whom this blow comes near; I inean,
the learned judge (Judge Sprague) from
whose side 1t has struck away a friend
and a highly venerated official associate.
‘The members of the Law Schoo] at
Cambridge, to which the deceased was
£0 much attached, and who returncd
that attachment with all the ingenuous-
ness and enthusiasm of educated and
ardent youthful minds, are here also, to .
manifest their sense of their own severe
deprivation, as well as their admiration
of the bright and shining professional
example which they have so loved to
contemplate, —an example, let me say
to them, and let me say to all, as @
golace in the midst of their sorrows,
which death hath not touched and wheh
time cannot obscure.

Mr, Chief Justice, one seutiment per-
vades us ali. It is that of the most
profound and penetrating grief, mixed,
nevertheless, with an assured convic-

son. I trust, dear Madam, that as you enjoyed
through his whole life constant proois of his
profound respect and ardent filial affection, so
you may vet live long to enjoy the remembrance
of his virtues and his exalted reputation.
T am, with very great regard,
¢ Your obedient servant,

“ DaNIEL WESSTER

‘““ To MapaM Sromy.”
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¢ion, that the great man whom wa de- | of Germany, Ttaly, and Spain, by every

plore 18 yet with us and in the midst of
ws. He hath not wholly died. He lives
in the affections of friends and kindred,
and in the high regard of the community.
He lives in our remembrance of his so-
cial virtues, his warm and steady iriend-
ships, and the vivacity and richness of
his conversation. Helives, and wil] live
still more permanently, by his words cf
wristen wisdom, by the results of bhis
vast researches and attainments, by his
imperishable legal judgments, and by
those jucidical disquisitions which have
stampes. his name, all over the civilized
world, with the character of a com-
maunding authority. ¢ Vivit, enim,
vivetique semper; atque etiam latiug in
memoria hoeminuam et sermone versabi-
tur, postquam ab oculis recessit.”’

Mr. Chief Justice, there are consola-
tions which arise to mitigate our loss,
and shed the influence of resignation
over unfeigned and heart-felt sorrow.
We are all penetrated with gratitude to
God that the deceased lived so long;
that he did so much for himself, his
{riends, the country, and the world;
that bis lamp went out, at last, without
unsteadiness or flickering. Ke contin-
ued to exercise every power of his mind
without dimness or obsecuration, and
every affection of his heart with no
abatement of energy or warmth, till
death drew an impeneirable veil be-
tween us and him. Indeed, he seems
to us now, a&s in truth he is, not extin-
guisbed or ceasing to be, but only with-
drawn; as the clear sun goes down at
its setting, not darkened, but only no
longer seen.

- This calamity, Mr. Chief Justice, i3
not confined to the bar or the courts of
this Commonwealth. Tt will be felt by
gvery bar throughout the land, by every
oourt, and indeed by every intelligent
and well-informed man in or out of the

- profession. It will be felt still more

widely, for his reputation had & still

wider range. In the High Court of

Parliament, in every tribunal in West-
minster Hall, in the judicatories of
Faria and Berlin, of Stockholm and St.

- Petersburg, in the learned universities

l
l

eminent jurist In the civilized world, it
will be acknowledged that a great Iwumi-
nary has fallen from the firmament of
public jurisprudence.

Sir, there 1s ne purer pride of country
than that in which we may indulga
when we see America paving back the
great debt of civilization, learning, and
science to Iiurope. In this high return
of light for light and mind for mind. in
this august reckoning and accounling
petween the 1ntellects of nations, Joseph
Story was destined by Providence to
act, and did act, an important part.
Acknowledging. a3z we all acknowledge,
our obligations to the original sources
of English law, as well as of civil lib-
erty, we have seen in our generation
copious and salutary streams turning
and running backward, replenishing
their original fountains, and giving a
fresher and a brighter green to the fields
of English jurieprudence. By s sort of
reversed hereditary transmission, the
mother, without envy or humiliation,
acknowledges that she has received &
valuable and cherished inheritance from
the daughter. The profession in Kng-
land admits with frankness and candor,
and with no feeling but that of respect
znd admiration, that he whose voice we
have so recently heard within these
vralls, but shall now hear no more, was,
of all men who have yet appeared, most
fitted by the comprehensiveness of his
mind, and the vast extent and accuracy
of his attainments, to compare the codes
of nations, to trace their differences to
difference of origin, climate, or religious
or political institutions, and to exhibis,
nevertheless, their concurrence in those
great principles upont which the system
of human civilization rests.

Justice, Sir, ia the great interest of
man on earth. It is the ligament which
holds civilized beings and civilized na-
ticns together. Wherever her temple
gtands, and so Jong as it is duly honored,
there is a foundation for social secunty,
general happiness, and the improvement
and progress of our race. And whouver
labors on this edifice with usefulness
and distinction, whoever clears its foun-
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dations, strengthens its pillars, adorns
its entablatuves, or contributes to raise
its angust dome still higher in the skies,
connects himself, in name, and faime,
and character, with that which is and

must be as durable as the frame of hu- i

man soclety.

All know, Mr. Chief Justice, the rure
love of country which animated the
deceaved, and the zeal, as well as the
talent, with which ke expiained and de-
fended her institutions His work on
the Consiitution of the United States is
cne of his most eminently successful
labors. But all his writings, and all his
judgments, all his opinions, and the
whole influence of his character, public
and private, leaned strongly and always
to the support of sound principles, to
the restraint of illegal power, and {o the
discouragement and rebuke of licentious
and disorganizing sentiments. ¢ Ad
rempuablicam firmandam, et ad stabi-
liendas vires, et sanandum populumn,
omnis ejus pergebat institutio.’’

But this is not the occasion, Sir, nor i3
it for me to consider and discuss at length
the character and merits of Mr. Justice
Story, as 8 writer or a judge. The per-
formance of that duty, with which this
Bar will no doubt charge itself, must be
deferred to another opportunity, and
will be commitied {o abler hands. But
in the homage paid to his memory, one
part may come with peculiar propricty
and emphasis from curselves. We have
known him in private life. We have
scen him descend from the bench, and
minglein our friendly circles. We have
known his manner of life, from his youth
up. We can bear witness to the strict
uprightness and purity of his character,
his simplicity and unostentatious habits,
the ease and affability of his intercourse,
his remarkable vivacity armidst severe
labors, the cheerful and animating tones
of his conversation, and his fast fidelity
to friends. Some of us, also, can tes-
tify to his large and liberal charities,
not ostentatious or casual, but sys-
{tematic and silent, — dispensed almost
without showing the hand, and falling
and distilling comfort and happiness,
like the dews of heaven. But we can

ME. JUSTICE STORY.

]’ testify, also, that in all his pursuits ang
. employments, in all his recreations, iy
all his commerce with the world, and ip
his intercourse with the circle of hig
friends, the predominance of his judici]
character was mani{est. He never {for
got the ermine which he wore. Tl
| judge, the judge, itz useful and dis.
tinguished judge, was the great picture
which he kept constantly before hig
eyes, and to a resemblance of which al)
his eflorts, all his thoughts, all his life,
were devoied. We may go the world
over, without finding a man who shall
pregent a more striking realization of
the beautiful conception of 1)’ Agues-
scan: *“C’est en vain que ’on cherche i
distinguer en lui la personne privée et
ia personne publique; un méme esprit
leg anime, un méme objet les réunii;
i’homme, le pere de famlle, le citoyen,
tout est en lul consacré & la gloire du
magistrat.”’

Mr. Chief Justice, one may live as a
cecnqueror, 8 king, or a magistrate; but
he must die as a man. The bed of death
brings every human being to his pure in-
dividuality ; to the intense contempla-
fion of that deepest and most solemn of
all relations, the relation bLeiwesu the
creature and his {reator. Iere it is
that fame and renown cannct asist
us; that all external things must fail
to aid us; that even friends, affec-
tion, and buman love and devotedness,
cannot succor us. This relation, the
true foundation of all duty, a relation
perceived and felt by conscience and
confirmed by revelation, our illustrious
friend, now deceased, always acknowl-
edged. He reverenced the Scriptures of
truth, honored the pure moralily which
they teach, and clung to the hopes of
future life which they impart. He be-
held enough in nature, in himself, and
in all that can be known of thinys sean,
to feel assured that there s a Suprems
Power, without whose providence not a
sparrow falleth to the ground. To this
gracious being he trusted himself for
time and for eternity ; and the last
words of his lips ever heard by mor-

tal ears were a fervent supplication ¥
his Maker to teke him to himself.




