582  Bifthop of LANDAFF's Apology for the BisLe,

health itfelf and nutrition itfelf, oblige us to the pain of a cop.
ftant corretion of them ;) yet ftill, the love of Gop and heaven)
hope, will not want fomething to opprefs them in this world,

Let a man defcend calmly into his heart, and fee if there be
no root of bitterneis {pringing up: whether at leaft his thoughts,
which are ever in motion, do not fometimes fally out into pro-
jeds fuggefted by pride, or fink into indolent trifling, or be en.
tangled in mean anxiety? Does not he find a motion of anger,
or of gaiety, leavening him in an inftant throughout ; deprivin
him of the mecknefs, and fteady difcernment, he laboured after?
Or, let him but conceive at any time, that unfeigned obedience,
and watchful zeal, and dignity of bchaviour, which is {uitable,
¥ don’t fay to an angel, but to a finner that has ¢¢a good hope
through grace,” and endeavour te work himfelf up to it; and
if he finds no fort of obflacle to this within him, he has indeed
then no opportunity of fuffering. In fhort, if he is fuch an
abject fort of creature, as will, unlefs grace thould do hima
perpetual violence, relapfe frequently into a courfe of thinking
and a&ing, entirely without God; then he can never want oc-

cafions of fuffering, but will find his own nature to be the fame
" burden to him, as that ¢ faithlefs and perverfe generation” was
to our Saviour, of whom he faid, ¢ How long fhall I be with
you? how long fhall I fuffer you?” 1 will conclude all
with that excellent Colle& of our Church: ¢ O Gop, whoin
all ages hath taught the hearts of thy faithful people, by the
fending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; grant us by the
fame Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore
to rejoice in his holy comfort, through the merits of Chrift Jefus
our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of
the fame Spirit, one Gop, world without end.”
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L ETTZER X.
From the Bisgor of LANDAFF, to THOMAS PAINE.

[ Concluded from page 536. ]

{7 OU are animated with proper fentiments of picty, when

~ you fpeak of the ftru€ture of the univerfe. No one, in-
deed, who confiders it with attention, can fail of having his
mind filled with the fupremeft veneration for it’s Author. Who
can contemplate, without aftonithment, the motion of a comet,
running far beyond the orb of Saturn, endeavouring to efcape -
into the pathlefs regions of unboumded fpace, yet feeling, at it's
utmoft diftance, the attraétive influence of the fun, hearing, as
it were, the voice of Gop arrefting it’s progrefs, and compel-
ling it, after a lapfe of ages, to reiterate it's ancient courfe 2 —
Who can comprehend the diftance of the ftars from the Cafith,
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and from each other? — It is fo great, that it mocks our con-
teption ; ‘our very imagination is terrified, confounded, and loft,
when we are told, that a ray of light, which moves at the rate
of above ten millions of miles in a minute, will not, though
emitted at this inftant from the brighteft ftar, reach the earth in
lefs than fix years., — We think this ‘earth a great globe ; and
we fee the fad wickednefs, which individuals are often guilty of,
in fcraping together a little of it’s dirt: we view, with ftill
greater aftonithment and horror, the mighty ruin which has, in-
all ages, been brought upon human kind, by the low ambition
of contending powers, to acquire a temporary pofleffion of a
litle portion of it’s furface. But how does the whole of this
globe fink, as it were, to nothing, when we confider thata mil-

lion of earths will fcarcely equal the bulk of the fun; that all
~ the ftars are funs; and that millions of funs conftitute, pro-
bably, but a minute portion of that material world, which Gop
" hath diftributed through the immenfity of fpace! — Syftems,
however, of infenfible matter, though arranged in exquifite
order, prove only the wifdom and the power of the great Archi-
te& of nature. — As percipient beings, we look for fomething
more — for his goodnefs —and we cannot open our eyes without
fecing it. '

Every portion of the earth, f{ca, and air, is full of fenfitive
beings, capable, in their refpe@ive orders, of enjoying the good
things which Gop has prepared for their comfort. All the
orders of beings are enabled to propagate their kind ; and thus
provifion is made for a fuccefiive continuation of happinefs. In-
dividuals yield to the law of diffolution infeparable from the
material ftructure of their bodies: but no gap is thereby left in
exiftence ; their place is occupied by other individuals capable of
participating in the goodnefs of the Almighty. Contemplations
fuch as thefe fill the mind with humility, benevolence, and piety.
But why thould we ftop here ? why not contemplate the good-
nefs of Gob in the redemption, as well as in the creation of the
world ? By the death of his only-begotten Son Jefus Chrift, he
hath redeemed the whole human race from the eternal death,
which the tranfgreflion of Adam had entailed on all his pof-
terity. — You believe nothing about the tranfgreflion of Adam.
The hiftory of Eve and the ferpent excites your contempt ; you
will not admit that it is either a real hiftory, or an allegorical
reprefentation of death entering inta the world through fin,
through difobedience to the ¢ommand of Gop.—Be it fo. —
You find, however, that death doth reign over all mankind, by
whatever mean it was introduced : this is not a matter of belief,
but of lamentable knowledge. — The New Teftament tells us,
that, through-the merciful difpenfation of Gop, Chrift hath
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overcome death, and reftored man to that. immortality which
Adam had loft : — this alfo you refufe to believe. — Why ? -Be,
caufe you cannot account for the propriety of this redemption.—
Miferable reafon! ftupid.obje@ion! What is there that youcan
account for? Not for the germination of a blade of grafs, fiot
for the fall of a leaf of the foreft —and will you refufe to ed
of the fruits of the earth, becaufe Gop has not given you wif.
dom equal to his own? Will you refufe to lay hold-on immor,
tality, becaufe he has not given you, becaufe he, probably,. could
Rnot give to fuch a being as man, a full manifeftation of the end
for which he defigns him, nor of the means requifite for the at.
tainment of that end? What father of a family can make level
to the apprehenfion of his infant children, all the views of hap.
pinefs which his paternal goodnefs is preparing for them?  How
can he explain to them the utility of reproof, correction, in.
firuction, example, of all the various means by which he forms
their minds to piety, temperance, and probity? We are chil.
dren in the hand of Gop; we are in the very infancy of our
exiftence ; juft feparated from the womb of eternal duration; it
may net be poflible for the Father of the univerfe to explain ta
us (infants in apprehenfion!) the goodnefs and the wifdom of his
dealings with the fons of men. What qualities of mind willbe |
neceflary for our well-doing thyough all eternity, we know not; .
what difcipline in this infancy of exiftence may be neceflary for
gcnera‘ting thefe qualities, we know not ; whether Gop conld.or
. ‘could not, confiftently with the gencral good, have forgiven the
tranfgreflion of Adam, without any atonement, we know not;
whether the malignity of fin be not fo great, fo oppofite to.the
. general good, that it cannot be forgiven whilft it exifts, that is,
whilft the mind retains a propenfity to it, we know not: fo that
if there fhould be much greater difficulty in comprehending the
mode of Gop’s moral-government of mankind than there really
is, there would be no reafon for doubting of it's rectitude.  If
_the whole human race be confidered as but one fmall member of
'a large community of free and intelligent beings of different or- -
ders, and if this whole community be fubjeét to difcipline and
laws produive of the greateft poffible good to the whole fyftem,
then may we ftill more reafonably fufpe&t aqur capacity to com-
‘éreheqd the wifdom and goodnefs of all Gop’s'Prop¢¢dings in the
moral government of the univerfe. =~ ’

You are lavifh in your praife of Deifm; it is fo much better
than Atheifm, that I mean not to fay any thing to it’s difcredit;
it is not, however, without it’s difficulties. ~What think yon of
an uncaufed caufe of every thing? of a Being who has ro re-
lation to time, not being older to-day than he was yefterday, nor
younger to-day than he will be to-morrow ? who has no relatian
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to.{pace, not being a part here and a part there, or a whole
any- where 7 'What think you of an omnifcient Being, who
. cannot know the future aétions of a man? Or, if his omnifcience
- enables him to know them, what think you of. the contingency
- of human, aétions? And if human altions are not contingent,
| what think you of the morality of adions, of the diftinétion
~ between vice and virtue, crime and innocence, fin and duty?
‘What think you of the infinite goodnefs of a Being, who exifted
- through eternity, without any emanation of his goodnefs ‘mani-
. fefted in the creation of fenfitive beings?. O, if you contend
- that there has been an eternal creation, what think you of an
- efledt .coeval with it’s caufe, of matter not pofterior to it's
- Maker? "What think you of the exiftence of evil, moral-and
- natural, in the work of an infinite Being, powerful, wife, and
good? What think you of the gift of freedom of will, when
_ the .abufe of freedom becomes the caufe of general mifery? 1
- rould propofe to your confideration a great many other queftions.
- pf a fimilar tendency, the contemplation of which has driven
pota few from Deifm to Atheifm, juft as the difficulties in re-
~ wealed religion have driven yourfelf, and fome others, from
“Lhriftianity to Deifm. | ’ ‘ -
“+. For my own part, I can fee no reafon why cither revealed or
- natural religion fhould be abandoned, on account of the diffi-
- gnlies which attend either of them. I look up to the incom-
- prehenfible Maker of heaven and earth with unfpeakable admi-
~qation and felf-annihilation, and am a Deift. — 1 contemplate,
- pith the utmoft gratitude and humility of mind, his unfearch-
- pble wifdom and goodnefs in the redemption of the world from
' gternal death, through the intervention of his Son Jefus Chritt,
- gnd am a Chriftian. — As a Deift, 1 have little expe&ation. —
~ Asa Chriftian, I have rio doubt of a future ftate. I fpeak for
" myfelf, and may be in an error, as to the ground of the firft
E ?aryt,iof this opinion. You, and other men, may-conclude dif-
terently.  From the inert nature of matter — from the faculties
- of the human mind — from .the apparent imperfeion of God’s
“maral government of the world — from many modes of analo-
- gical reafoning, and from other fources, fome of the philofo-
phers .of antiquity did "colle&, and modern philofophers may,
~ pethaps, colle& a firong probability of a future -exiftence ; ‘and
- pot only of a future exiftence, but (which is quite a diftin&
- gueftion) of a futyre flate of retribution, proportioned to our
. moral condu& in this world. Far be it from me to loofen any
© of the obligations to. virtue ; but I muft cenfefs, that I cannot;
“from._the fame fources of argumentation, derive any. pefitive af-
. furance on the fubje@. Think then with what thankfulnefs of
: bﬂﬂftl receive the Word of Gop, which tells me, that tliough
' _ ’ . $¢ in
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¢ in Adam (by the condition of our nature) all die;” yet «{}
Chrift (by the covenant of grace) fhall all be made alive.”" }
lay hold on ¢“eternal life as the gift of God through Jefys
Chrift;” T confider it not as any appendage to the nature’] de.’
rive from Adam, but as the free gift of the Almighty, through
his San, whom he hath conftituted Lord of all, the Saviour,
the Advocate, and the Judge of human kind.

“ Deifm,” you affirm, ¢ teaches us, without the poffibility
of being miftaken, all that is neceffary or proper to be known;"
— There are threc things, which all reafonable men admit are
ncceflary and proper to be known — the being of Gop — the
providence of Gop —a future ftate of retribution. — Whether
thefe three truths are fo taught us by Deifm, that there is no
poflibility of being miftaken concerning any of them, let the
hiftory of philofophy, and of idolatry, and fuperftition, in all
ages and countries, determine. A vdlume might be filled with .
an account of the miftakes into which the greateft reafoners have
fallen, and of the uncertainty in which they lived, with refpe&t
to every one of thefe points. I will advert, briefly to the laft
of them. Notwithftanding the illuftrious labours of Gaflendi,
Cudworth, Clarke, Baxter, and of above two hundred "other
modern writers on the fubje&, the natural mortality or immor-
tality of the human foul is as little underftood by us, as it was
by the philofophers of Greece or Rome. - The oppofite opinions
of Plato ‘and of Epicurus, on this fubje, have their feveral
fupporters amongft the learned of  the prefent age, in Great
Britain, Germany, France, Italy, in every enlightened part of
the world; and they who have been moft ferioufly occupied in
the ftudy of the queftibn concerning a future ftate, as deducible
from the nature of the human foul, are leaft difpofed to give
from reafon a pofitive decifion of it either way. The impor-
tance of revelation is by nothing rendered more apparent, than
by the difcordant fentiments of learned and good men (for I
fpeak not of the ignorant and immoral) on this point. They
fhew the infufficiency of human reafon, in a courfe of above
two thoufand years, to unfold the myfteries of human nature,
and to furnith, from the contemplation of it, any affurance of
the quality of our future condition. If you fhould ever become
perfuaded of this infufficiency, (and you can fcarce fail of be-
coming fo, if you examine the matter deeply,) you will, if you
aét rationally, be difpofed to inveftigate, with ferioufnefs and
impartiality, the truth of chriftianity. You will fay of the
Gofpel, as the Northumbrian heathens faid of Paulinus, by
whom they were converted to the chriftian religion — ¢ The
" more we reflect on the nature of our foul, the lefs we know of
it. 'Whilft it animates our body, we may know fome of it's
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operties ; but when once feparated, we know not whither it
or from whence it came. Since, then, the go/pel pretends
-give us clearer notions of thefe matters, we ought to hear it,
d,laying afide all paffion and prejudice, follow that which
1'appear moft conformable to right reafon.” . -
1at a blefling is it to beings, with fuch limited capacities as
confefledly are, to have Gop himfelf for our inftructor in
every. thing which it much concerns us to know! We are -prin-
cipally. concerned in knowing —not the origin of arts, -or the
- econdite depths of fcience — not the hiftories of mighty em-
pires defolating the globe by their contentions — not the fubtilties =
of logic, the myfteries of metaphyfics, the fublimities of poetry,
or the niceties of criticifm. — Thefe, and fubje&s fuch as thefe,
properly occupy the learned leifure of a few ; but the bulk of
" human kind have ever been, and muft ever remain, ignorant of
them all ; they muft, of neceflity, remain in the fame ftate with
that which a German Emperor voluntarily put himfelf into,
" when he made a refolution, bordering on barbari{m, that he
would never read a printed book. We are all, of every rank
and condition, equally concerned in knowing — what will be-
‘come of us after death; —and, if we are to live again, we are
- interefted in knowing — whether it be poffible for us to do any
' thing whilft we live here, which may render that future life an
happy one.—Now, ¢¢ that thing called chriftianity,” as you
fcofhingly fpeak — that laft beft.gift of Almighty God, as I efteem
- ity the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, has given us the moft clear and
fatisfaltory information on both thefe points. It tells us, what
“Deifm never could have told us, that we fhall certainly be raifed
_from the dead — that, whatever be the nature of the foul, we
~fhall certainly live for ever — and that, whilft we live here, it is
-peffible for us to do much towards the rendering that everlafting
life an happy one. — Thefe are tremendous truths to bad men ;
they cannot be received and refle¢ted on with indifference by the
~beft; and they fuggeft to all fuch a cogent motive to virtuous
. altion, -as Deifm could not furnith even to Brutus himfelf.

“ ~-Some men have been warped to infidelity by vicioufnefs of
~life; and fome- have hypocritically profeffed chriftianity from
profpeéts -of temporal advantage: but, being a ftranger to your
~¢harater, 1 neither impute the former to you, nor can admit
- the latter as operating on myfelf. The generality of unbe-
ligvers are fuch, from want of information on the {ubjeé of re-
ligion ; having been engaged from their youth in firuggling for
' worldly diftin&tion, or perplexed with the inceffant intricacies of
bufinefs, or bewildered in the purfuits of pleafure, they have
.Beither ability, inclination, nor leifure, to enter into critical
difquifitions concerning the” truth of chriftianity. Men of this
TN ' defcription
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defcription are foon ftartled by, objeé'hons ‘which they  are’ ng
competent to anfwer; and the loofe morahty of ‘the age (fo
pofite to chriftian. perfection!) co-operating with, their want of
fcriptural knowledge, they prcfently get rid of their nurfery.
faith, and are feldom fedulous in the acquifition of anotlics
founded, not on authority, but fober mvcﬁlgatlon Prefuming,
however, that many Deifts are as fincere in their belief as'F am '
in mine, -and knowing that fome are more able, and all as mtich’
interefted as myfelf, to make a rational ‘enquiry ‘into the trith
of revealed religion, I fecl no-propenfity to Jjudge uncharitably'
of any of them. They do not think as I do, on a fubjeé fur-
pafling:all others in importance ; but they are not, on that ac
count, to- be fpoken of by me with afperity of - ‘language, to-be
thought of by me as perfons alienated from the mercies of Gob,
The gofpel has been offered to their acceptance ; and, from what-
ever caufe they reject it, I cannot but eftcem their fituation to
-be dangerous: Under the influence of that"perfuafion I have
been induced to write this book. I do not expe& to derive from
it either fame or profit; thefe are not improper incentives to
honourable activity ; but there is a time of life when they ceafe
to dire& the judgment of thinking men. " 'What I have written
will not, I fear, make any impreffion on you ; but I indulge an’
hope, that it may not be without it’s effe& on fome of your
rcaders.. Inﬁdellty is a rank weed, it threaténs to overfpread
the land; it’s root is principally fixed amongft the great and
epulent, but you are endeavouring to extend the malignity of its
poifon through all the claffes of the community. - There is & clafs
of men, for whom I have the greateft refped, and whom'E
am anxious to preferve from the contamination of your irreligion
—the merchants, manufacturers, and tradefmen_ of the king-
dom. I confider the influence of the. example of this clafs 2§
effential to the welfare of the community. -1 know that they
are in general given to reading, and defirous of informationon
all fubje&@s. If this little book fhould chance to fall into their -
hands after they have read your'’s, and they fhould" think that .
any of your objections to the authority of the Brble have not been
fuliy anfwered, I intreat them to attribute the omiffion to the

brevity which. I have ftudied ; to my defire of aveiding learned
difquifitions’; to my madvertency ; to my inability; to any thing
rather than to an impoflibility of complctely obviating every
difficulty you have brought forward. - I-addrefs the fame requeﬁ
to fuch of the youth of both fexes, as may unhappily have im-
bibed, from your writings, the poifon of infidelity ; befeeching
them to believe, that all their religious doubts may be removed;
though it may not have been in my power to an{wer, to theit
fatisfaction, all your objetions, I pray Gop- that the nﬁng

; gencration
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gration -of this land may be preferved from that ¢ evil heart
«of unbelief,” which has brought ruin on a neighbouring nation ;
it neither a negleéted education, nor domeftic irreligion, nor
¢vil communication, nor the fathion of a licentious world, may

ever induce them to forget, that religion alone ought to be their

nlewof life. .

.«In the conclufion of my Apolsgy for Chriftianity, 1 informed
Mr. Gibbon of my extreme averfion to public controverfy, I
-am now twenty years older than I was then, and 1 percelve.
that this my averfion has increafed with my age, I have, thro
life, abandoned my little literary produ&ions to their fate : fuch
~of them as have been attacked, have never received any defence
" from me; "nor will this receive any, if it fhould meet with

“your public. notice, or with that of any other man.

- -Sincerely withing that you may become a partaker of that faith
~in revealed religion, which is the foundation of my happinefs iri
- this world, and of all my hopes in another, 1 bid you farewel:

R. LANDAFF:

'-";_-""-‘-C'algarth Park, Jan. 20, 1796.

-Experience and happy Death of Saran RoserTs, of Brambly;
T o . near Sheffield.

SHE was born at Darnall, near Sheffield. Her parents weré
. \J) the firft in that place who admitted the Methodifts to preach
“in their houfe. Her mother died about four years ago, happy
. In the enjoyment of the peace and love of Gobp. Her parents
- brought her up in the fear of the Lord. Her natural difpofition
< was chearful and humane 3 and in her youth fhe had a meafure
. of the fear of offending Gop, and a defire to ferve him. About
the age of 24, the married Charles Roberts, of Brambly; by
>, whom fhe had eleven children; ten of them are now living, and
>they are all in our Society. Some of them have found peace
“yith Gop, and the reft are feeking falvation. She was. a kind
~gbliging wife, and a tender mother to her children, whom fhe
“ kboured to inftrut in the way to everlafting life.

- Asthe attended the miniftry of Gop’s word with diligence and
“ferioufnefs, fhe was convinced of her finfu] fatc by nature, and
~Taw the infufficiency of her morality, and that the fplendid drefs
- of felf righteoufnefs could not juftify her in the fight of Gob.
~The burden of fin-fhe felt and faw in a fcriptural light, and
. fought for a pardon thro’ faith in Chrift Jefus.  During the ex-
~¢rcife of mind infeparable from one deeply convinced of the fin-
fulnefs of fin, the was frequently diftrcfled with the trials oce
-YorL. XX. Dec. 1797. - cafioned
to e - 4 K



