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. Though, her pain was violent for many hours, and very much
hindered the "defired compofure of her thoughts; yet in this fhe
was fubmiflive to the divine will, and patient under hisshand.
But it pleafed God to give her eale the remaining part of her.
tinie, when fhe took occafion to exprels the inward joy that fhe
experienced. © When cordials were applied for the refrefhment of
weak and fainting nature, fhe faid, * I have better cordials to re«
frefh me than thefe.” ' _ ;
. The laft two days of her life fhe feemed wholly difengagéd from
every thing in this world, as one that had taken her leave of all
things here below, and was at leifure for nothing but heavenly
contemplations. Her dilcourfe was very affeéling. Whenever
fhe fpoke of herfelf it was with the moft foul-bumbling expref-
fions; but how often'did fhe extol and admire the love of God in
Chrift!| The fame truths that fhe was refrefhed with in life were
Her comfort and delight in death.  She had the felf-fame abafing ;
yea, felf-abhorring and grace-advancing thonghts.  She had a full
affurance of falvation, and of an abundant entrance with a hol
triumph adminiftered into it; often fpeaking in the words of the
Apoftle, 2 Tim. i. 12, I know whom I bave believed, and I am
perfuaded that he is able to keep that which I have comaiiited
unto him againit that day.” And with joy unfpeakable, miaking
ufe of thofe words with application to herlelf, Jude, ver. 24.
# Now. unto him ‘that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre-
fent you fauldefs before the prefence of his glory with exceeding
ov.”” . . ' )
]yHcr inward peace was too great to be expreffed: She faid,
 Time will fail me to exprefs what comfort I have.,” When na-
ture was very weak, and her firength and [pirits exbaufled, fhe
blefled God that her faith did not fail. No; that was ftrongeft
when ‘outward comforts were ata very low ebb; and fhe had
thereby thofe- clear manifeftations of Chrift, and foul-refrefhing
foretaftes of glory, which were a kind of heaven in her way to it.
Her laft words were with rapture of admiration, “ 0 tho/¢ rays of
glory!”  Thus her foul took its flight into the bofom of Jefus,
“to enjoy what it had long waited for, namely, further dilcoveries
of his love, and to be clothed with immortality, and enjoy eter.
fal - life, ' ‘ "

" L):“I‘TER III. from the Bifhop of Landaff to Thomas Paige.

. i

f AVING done with what you call the grammatical evidence

H that Mofes was not the author of the books attributed to
~ him, you come to your hiftorical and chronological evidence ; and

you begin with Geneﬁs_. Your argument is taken from the fingle

word — Dan — being found in Genefis, when it appears from the

book of Judges, that the town of Laith was not called Dan, till
‘above three hundred and thirty years after the death of Mofes;
. VoL, XIX. Dec. 1796. . therefore
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thercfore the writs of Genelis, yoiy cqnciude, muft have lived
afiér the town ‘of Liifh had the name of Dan given to it. Left
this objeftion Thould not be obvious: enough to a common capacity,
you idtiﬁrété j{t.;ihi'the'fél]divin ‘jiiigr,ixiéi?_: “ I:Ii?’re{@é Gra,ce was,
called Havte-Marit in 173 fhould then ad datlels wriing be
found, in after tiies, with the name of Havre-Marat, it would be-
© certain evidericeé that fuch a w‘ﬁ’tifxg“ could not have been wrnten
till after the year 1793.”  This is.a wrong conclufion.. = Suppofe
fome_hot republican fhould at this day,publifh a new.ediion of
any old hiftory of France, and inftead of !—Igvr’é-c{eﬂGfé}cq fhould.
~ write Havre-Marat ;, and that, two or three thoufand years hence,
a. man, like yourfelf, thould, on that account, rejeét the whole;
Fiflory as fpurioiss, would he be jiftiied in fo dojng? Would it
‘ot be reafonable to tell him—that the name Havre-Marat had

been inferted, not by thé original author of the hiftory, but by a,
fubfequent editor of it : and to refer him, for a proot: of the ge:,
puinénels of the book, to the tefimony of the whole French na-
tion ? This fuppofition fo obViouﬂy,a[ipfligs, to your dxzﬂ;cui% thai
I ‘cannot but recommend it to your impartial attention, But ik
this folution does not pleafe you, I defire it thay be proved, that
the " Dan, mentioned in” Geneffs, was the fame town as the iDan,
mentioned in Judges. I defire, further, to have it proved, that
¢ Dan, ‘mentioned in Genefis, -was. the name of a town, and
not of a river, It is merely faid — Abram purfued them, the
eneinles of Lot, to Dan. Now a‘river was full as likely as a
town to flop a purfuit. Lof, we know, was fetiled in the. plain
of “fordan; and Jordan, we know, was compofed of the united
fireams of two rivers, called for and.Dgn. . ... ., .
~ Your next difficulty refpe@s it’s being faid in Genefis—=** Thefe
are the kings that reigned in Edom before there reigned any king
over the children of Ifrael : — this paffage could only bave.been
writtén, you fay (and 1 think you fay rightly), after.the! firh king
began, to reign over Ifrael ; {o far from being written hy :Mofes,
it could not haye been written till the.time of Saul at the leaft.”
1 admit this inference, but I deny it’s application. - A fmall addi-
tion to a book does not deflroy either the genuinenefs or the an-
thenticity of the whole book. I am not ignorant of the manner
in which commentators have an{wered this objetion of Spinoza,
without making the conceflion which I have made ; but I have no
{cruple in. admitting, that the paflage. in quefltion,: confifting lof
nine verfes containing the -genealogy of fome kings of Edom,
might have. been:'inferted in the book of ‘Getiélis, aftar the Bodk
“of Chronicles (which’ was called in Gréek by a name importi
that it contained things left ont in other books) was: written.: The
learried have :flewn, that-interpolations have happened:ta‘other
books ; but thefe" mfertions by other hands have never been ‘cori
* fidered as invalidating the aulhority of ‘thofe bogks, ;' +' ' =i
" Take away from Genefis,” ‘you fay, * the belief that Mofes
was the -authur, on which only the flrange “belief ithatétffisfthe
ol ord-
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Word:.of God has food, and. there remajns nothing.of Genefis
hut an angnymous baok: of, fiories, fables, tradjtionary or invented
abfurdities, or . of downright lies,” — What 'is it a_flory then
shat the world had- a beginning, and. that the.author of it was -
Giod:?:* If you deem this:a.flory, 1 am net difputiog with a deiff-
ical-philofapher, but with:an atheiftic magdman;:. Is it a ftory, that
our firft parents fell from a paradifiacal fate — that this earth was
defiroyed by a deluge ——that' Noah.and his;family were preferved
" _in the ark — and that the world has-been repeppled by his defcen-
‘dants ? — Look ‘into.a book fo common that almoft every body
bas it, ‘and {o excellent that no perfon -ought to be without it —=
{Grotius on:the:truth of the chriftian religion —and you will there
meet. with -abundant teftimoiy .to the truth of all the principal
falls recorded :in Genefis. .The: teimony . is not that of Jews,
chriftians, and - priefls : it :is the teflimony of the philofophers, .
hiftorians, -and poets of antiquity. . The oldeft book in the world
is ‘Genefis ; and it is remarkable that thofe books which come

neareft-to it in age, are thofe which make, either the moft diffin& -

mention of, ot the moft evident -allufion to, the.fals:related.in
Genefis concerning the formation of the- world from a chaptic
mafs, the primeval innocence and fubfequent: fall of man, the
longevity of mankind in the firft ages of: the world, the'depravity -
of the .antediluvians, and ‘the deftrulion of the world; =~ Read
_ the tenth ‘chapter of Genefis. —It may appear to you to contain
- nothing but an uninterefting narratien of the defcéndanis of :Shem;
" Ham, and Fapheth’; a mere fable, an invented ahfurdity, a-downs -
right lie. ~No, dir, ‘it is one of .the moft valuable, and the mof}
venerable records: of antiquity.- It explains what all profane hifto-
rians :were ignorant of — the origin of nations. - Had it told us,
as other books-do, that one:nation had fprung out of the earth they
wnhabited ; another from a cricket or a grafshopper ; another from
‘an oak ; another from a mufhroom ; anotber from:a-dragon’s tooth ¢
then ' indeed . it would -have merited the appellaion you, with fo
much temerity, beflow upon it. Inftead of thefe abfurdities, it
gives fuch an account of- the peopling the earth:after the deluge;
"as no other book in.the world ever did give ;. and the truth of
which all other books :in the world, which contain any thing on
the {ubje&, confirm. The'laft verfe of the chapser fays—**Thefe
are - the' families of the fons of Noah, after their generations,-in
their nations ; -and’ by thefe were the nations divided. in the earth,
after the flood.” .It wouldzequire great learning to trace: out, pres
cifely, either the aftnal fituation of all the countries in.which thefs -
foundets of empires fettled, or to afcertain the extent of their do,
minions. This, however, has been done by various.authers, to
the. {atisfaltion of all competent judges; fo much'at 1eaft 10 oy
fatisfattion; ithat had I no other proot” of the aunthenticity of Ge-
nefis, -1 fbould confider this as fuflicient, -But, witkout the aid.of
Yearning, any man who can barely read his Bible ,and has but heard:
of fuch people:as she Afyrians, .the Elamstes,the Lydians, the
- 4Ma2 o Medes, |
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“Medes; shie Ionians, the Thraciaris, will reidily ackriowledge tha
“they hadAffyr, and Elam, and Lud, and Madsi;:and Javan,
‘and Tirzs,"grandfons of Noahk, for their.refpeélive founders; and - §
“knowing this, he will not, I hope, part: with his Bible; as a-
Jyfteri of fablées. Iam-noenemy tophilofophy ;' but when' phi-
Tofophi~.would rob me of iy Bible, I muft fay. of it, as Cicero
faid: of the twelve tables,—This little book alone "exceeds the
- Jibraries ¢f all the philofophers in the weight of it's authority, and
in-the ‘extent of it’s utility. - A C S
- From the abufe of the Bibie, you-proceed to that of Mofes, and
again bring forward the fubjet of ‘his wars in the land of :Canaan.
‘Thereate many men who look upen all war (would to: God that

.2l men faw it in the fame kKght!) with extreme-abhorrence, as
afflifting ‘mankind - with calamities not neceffary, fhocking:to hu-
manity, -and repugnant to realon. But is it repugnant to reafon
that God ‘fhould, by an' exprels af of his providence, deflroy a
wicked nation? 1 am fond of confidering the goodnefs of God
as the leading principle of his conduft towards mankind, ‘of .con<
fidering " his  juftice as fublervient to his mercy. - He punithes in-
dividyals and nations with the rod of his wrath;  but I am perfua:
ded that ali his punifhments originate in bis abhorrence of fin; are
calculated to leffen it’s influence ; and are proofs of his goodnefs ;
inafmuch as it may not be poffible for. Omnipotence itfelf to com-
munieate fupreme happinefs to the human race, whilft they con.
tinue fervants of fin, The deftlrution of the Canaanites exhibits
“to all nations, in all-ages, a -fignal: proof of God’s difpleafure
againft fin; it has been to others, and it is to ourfelves, a bene:
volent ‘warning.- Mofes would have been the wretch you Tepre-

., fent him, had be afted by his own autherity alone :-but you may

" as reafonably sitribute cruelty and murder to the judge of the land

in condemning criminals to death, as butchery and maffacre to

- .Mofes in executing the command of God. -~ . , ;

*-The Midianites, through the counfel of Balaam, and by the
vicious inftrumentality of their women, had feduced a part of the
Iraelites to idolatry ; to the impure worfhip of their infamous .
god Baal-peors +~tor this offence, twenty-tour thoufand Ifrael-
ites had perithed in a plague from heaven, and Mofes received a

_ ebwmind from God - * to {mite the: Midianités who had beguiled

_ she.people. "An army was equipped, and fent againft Midian.

When-the army returned vi€torious, Mofes and'the princes of the
. congregation went to meet it ; * and Mofes was wroth with the
officers.” He obferved the women captives, and he afked with
aftonithment, ““Have ye faved all the women alive? Behold,

. thefe caufed the children of Ifrael, through the counfel of Balaam,

.~ % commit trefpafs againft the Lord in the matter of Peor, and
there was a plague among the congregation.” He then gavean
order that the boys and the women fhould be iPm to death, but that
the young maidens fhould. be kept alive for-themfelves, = I-fee
nothing in this proceeding, but good policy, :combined witbsmfatcya
AR ' © s, he
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The youhg men might have become: dangerous“avengess of, what
they weould efteem, their.country’s -wrongs:;- the mothers mighe
. ‘bave ragain allured the Mraelites to-the love-of: licentious:pleafuses
and  the: 'praélice: of -idolatry, and brought  another- plague ‘upon
- the:congregation ;: but.the young:maidens;. not being pelluted-by
~ tthe flagitious habits of :their ‘mothers; nor. likely: to. create: difs
#urbance by rebellion, ‘were :kept-. alive. > Xou ‘give a:differens
turn to the matter ;: you fay—** that thirty.two. thoufand.women.
children:were configned to debauchiery by the order of Mofes.il-»i
-Prove this, and T:will allow that ‘Maofes was the .hortid, :monfter
jyou make him-~prove this, and I'will allow that the Bible iscwhat
- tyou.call' it—a-book of' lies, wickednefs, and blafphemy”—prove
this, or excufe my warmth if I fay to yon, as Paul faid to Elymas

* the:forcerer, who fought to turn away Sergius Panlus from the
faith, “ O full of all fubtilty, and all miichief, thou child of

“the devil, thou enemy of all righteoufnefs, wilt- thou -not .ceafe
- to pervert the right . ways- of ‘the Lord ?’—1I did not, when I be-

gan thefe letters, think .that ] thould have' been. moved. to this.

{everity of rebuke, by any: thing:you could have  written ;. bat
.when {o grofs a mifreprefention is made of God's: proceedings,
:coolnefs would be a crime: The women-children . were . not .re-
{erved for the purpofes of debauchery, but of-flavery ;m=a'cuftom
abhorrent from our manners, but every where pradifed-in former
~ times, and ftill praftifed in countries where the:benigrity of the
chriftian religion has not foftened the ferocity of human nature,
‘You here admit a part of the account given-in the Bible refpeéling
the expedition againft. Midian -to be a true account : it is not un-
- yeafonable to defire that you will admit the whole, or Thew fuf-
ficient reafon why you admit one part, -and rejeét the other. ‘I
~ wifl.mention. the part to which you have paid no attention. . The
“Ifraclitith army confified but of twelve thoufand men, a. mére
handful when” oppofed to the people of ‘Midian; yet, when the
officers made a mufter 'of their troops after their rcturn from the
. war, they found that they had not loft a fingle man! This cir-
camftance firuck them as fo decifive an evidence of God's inter-

pofition, that out of the "fp'oil's they had taken they offered * an -

‘oblation to the Lord, an atonenient for their fouls.” Do but be-
lieve what the captains of thoufands, and the captains of Hundreds,
believed at the time when thefe things happened, and' we fhall
never more hear ‘of your objettions to the Bible, from it’s ac-
count of the wars of Mofes. B
" You produce two or three other objettions refpefting the ges
nuinenels of the firft five books of the Bible.——1 cannot ftopto.
notice them : every .commentator anfwers them'in a manuveér fuited
to the appreherifion of even a'mere Englith feader. ' You'calcu
late, to the thoufandth part ofan inch, the Tength of the irort hed
of Og the king of Bafan; but you do:not'prove that thé'bdd wa§
too big for the body, or that'a Patagonian would have been toft e
it,* You make no allowance for the fize of a royal bed; nor ever
: fulpe&t
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fufpe that king Og might: have:been poffefled with: the fame kidd
of -vanity, which occupied the mind of king:Alexander, when he
ordered his foldiers' to enlarge the ‘fize of their beds; that they
mightgive to the Indius, in:facceeding ages, a great idea of the
prodigious ftature.of a8 Macedonian.: In many. parts. of your work
- you {peak much in commendation of {cience. I join with you-in
every commendation you-can. give it : - but you {peak of it in fuch
a.manner as gives room to believe, that .you are a great proficient
a-it; 1€ ‘this be the cale, 1 wonld recommend a problem to your
attention, the folution -of .which youw will readily allow to be far
above- the powers of a: man eonverfant only, as you reprefent
priefts and bifhops to be; in Aic, kec, koc. The problem is:this
— To "determine the height .to which a human body, preferving
#’s fimilarity of figure, may be augmented, before it .will perifh
by it's own weight.— When you have folved this problem, we
fhali keow whether the bed . of the king of Bafan was too big for
ady giant ; whether the exiftence of a man twelve or fificen feet
high is in the nature of things impoffible. My philofophy teaches
me to doubt of many things;: but it does not teach me to rejet
every teftimony which is oppofite to my experience : had Ibeen
born.in Shetland, I could, oa proper teftimony, have believed in
the exiftence of the Lincolnfhire ox, or of the largeft dray-horfe
in London; though the ozen and horfes in Shetland had not been
bigger than maftifts. - - ~ G
A MIRACULOUS CURE
- Tothe EDITOR. :
HE following inftance of the Goodnels and Mercy of the:
ALMIGHTY, to a diftrefled objelt, I was a witnefs of in
the year 1785, when flationed’in the city of Glafgow. I hope
the publifhing of it at this time, will induce many perfons to ap-
ply with confidence 1o the great Phylician, in their diftrefles ; 'and
prohably may convince others; who are inclined to fcepticifm,
that there is a Gop, who .rpleth in the Heaven of Heavens, and
vet gracioufly condefcends to look down uporn his creatures in this
lower world, regards with compaffion their affliftions, and when
neceffary, ‘miraculoufly interpofes, and delivers them from all
their fears. - S
A young wesan, a member of our Society, of the name of
Mc Lean, was afflifled with a very bad complaint in her eyes.
The pain was {o gxteeme that the could not bear 2 ray of light to
fhine upon her, but was obliged to-be coafined to a dark roam,
day and njght. * She could not ufe her eye-lids at all, fo that they
were conflantly clofed, except when fhe ventured to open them
with her haml She applied s0 feyeral medicalg’cxitl'c'thighzﬁhg
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