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Yoftile. The natives, however, no fooner faw in what a deplorable
fituation they were, and how unable to make any oppofition, than they
conduled themfelves in fo pacific a manner as to difpel their-fears.
One of them even lent thofe who were employed on the whale, his
~ fance, by the affiftance of which, and the two knives, they were
enabled to cut it into junks: And putting thefe into their bags, they
purfued their way, till they could find wood and water to drefs it.

[To be continued in our mext.]
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LETTER 1V,
From the Bithop of Laxparr to Tuomas, Paine,
[ Concluded from page 36. ] N

HE two books of Samuel come next under your review. You
proceed to fhew that thefe books were not written by Samuel,

that they are anonymous, and thence you conclude, without authority.
I need not here repeat what I have faid upon the fallacy of your con-
clufion; and as to your proving that the books were not written by
Samuel, you might have fpared yourfelf fome trouble if yeu had re-
colletted, that it is generally admitted, that Samuel did not write any
part of the fecond book which bears his name, and only a part of the
firft. It would, indeed, have been an enquiry not undeferving your
notice, in many parts of your work, to have examined what was the
opinion of learned men refpetting the authors of the feveral books of
the Bible ; you would have found, that you were in many places fight-
ing a phantom of your own raifing, and proving what was generilly
admitted. Very Lttle certainty, I think, can at this time be obtained
on this fubjeft : but that you may have fome knowledge of what has
been conjeftured by men of judgment, I will quote to you a paffage
from Dr. Hartley’s obfervations on man. The author himfelf does not
vouch for the truth of his obfervation, for he begins it with a fuppo-
fition, — % T fuppofe then, that the Pentateuch confifts of the writings
of Mofes, put together by Samuel, with a very few additions ; that
the books of Jofhua and Judges were, in like manner, colle@ed by
him; and the book of Ruth, with the firft part-of the firft book of
Samuel, written by him; that the latter part of the firft book of
Samuel, and the fecond book, were written by the prophets who fuc-
ceeded Samuel, fuppofe Nathan and Gad ; that the books of Kings and
Chronicles are extrafts from the records of the fucceeding prophets,
concerning their own times, and from the public genealogical tables,
_imade by Ezra; that the books of Ezraand Nehemiah are colleftions
of like records, fome written by Ezra and Nehemiah, and fome by
their predeceffors; that the book of Efther was written by fome emi.
nent Jew, in or near the times of the tranfa@ion there recorded, per-
liaps Mordecai ; the book of Job by a Jew, of an uncertain time; the
Plalms by David, and other pious perfons ; the books of Proverbs and
Canticles by Solomon ; the book of Ecclefiaftes by Solomon, or perhaps
bya Jew of later times, fpeaking in his perfon, but not with an inten-
Hon to make him pafs for the author ; the prophecics by the prophets
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whofe names they bear; and the books of the New Teftament by the
perfons to whom they are ufually afcribed.”” —1I heve produced this
paflage to you, not merely to fhew you that, in a great part of your
work, you are attacking what no perfon is interefted in defendng;
but to convince you, that a wife and good man, and a firm believerin
revealed religion, for fuch was Dr. Hartley, and no prieft, did not re:
je& the anonymous books of the Old Teftament as books without autho,
rity. I fhall not trouble erther you or myfelf with any morc obferva.
tions on that head ; you may afcribe the two books of Kings, and thetwo
books of Chronicles, to what authors you pleale; I am fatished with
knowing that the annals of the jewifh nation were written in the time
of Samuel, and, probably, in all fucceeding times, by men of ability,
who lived in or near the times of which they write. Of the truth of
this obfervation:we have abundant proof, not only from the teftimony
of Jofephus, and of the writers of the Talmuds, but from the Gd
Teframent itfelf. I will content myfelf with citing a few places— ¢ Now
the afts of David the king, firft and laft, behold they are written in the
back of Samuel the feer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in
the book of Gad the feer.”” 1 Chron. xxix. 29.— ¢ Now the reft of the
afts of Solomon, firft and laft, arc they not written in the book of
Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and
in the vifions of Iddo the feer?* 2 Chron. ix. 29. — * Now the atsof
Rehoboam, firft and laft, are they not written in the book of Shemaizh
the prophet, and of Iddo the feer, concerning geneaiogies? 2 Chron;
Xii. 15, Now the reft of thealts of Jehofhaphat, firft and laft, be-
hold they are written in the book of Jehu the fon of Hanani.”” 2 Chron,
xx. 34. Is it poflible for writers to give a ftronger evidence of their
veracity, than by referring their readers to the books from which they

bad extratted the materials of their hiftory ?

¢« The two books of Kings,” you fay, * are little more than an hil-
tory of affaffinations, treachery, and war.”” That the kings of Ifracl and
Judah were many of them very wicked perfons, is evident from the
hiftory which is given of them in the Bibley but it ought to be re-
membered, that their wickednefs is not to be attributed to their re-
ligion ; nor were the people of Ifrael chofen to be the people of God,
on account of their wickednefs ; nor was their being chofen, a caufe of
3t. One may wonder, indeed, that; havimg experienced fo many
fingular marks of God’s goodnefs towards their nation, they did not at
once become, and continue to be, (what, however, they have long
been,) ftrenuous advocates for the worfhip of one only God, the maker
of heaven and earth, This was the purpofe for which they wert
chofen, and this purpofe has been accomplifhed.  For above three and
twenty hundred years the Jews have uniformly witneffed to all the
nations of the earth the unity of God, and his abomination of idolatry.
But as you look upon ¢ the appellation of the Jews being God’s chofen
people asa le, which the priefts and leaders of the Jews had invented
to cover the bafenefs of their own charafters, and which chriftian
priefts, fometimes as corrupt, and often as cruel, have Prbfe{fed to be-
lieve,” 1 will plainly ftate to you the reafons which induce me to be-
dieve that it is no lie, and I hope they will be fuch reafons as you will
not attribute either to cruelty or corruption, ) .
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. "*To:any ene contemplating the univerfality of things, and the fabric:
_of nature, this globe of earth, with the men dwelling on it’s furface,-
‘il not appear {exclufive of the divinity of their fouls) of -more im- .
'Mﬁgéﬁtban an hillock of ants; all of which, fome with comn, fome”
- with eggs, fome without any thing, run hither and thither, buftling-
. about a little heap of duft. — This is a thought of the immortal Bacon ; -
and it is admirably fitted to humble the pride of philofophy, attempting -
to prefcribe forms to' the proceedings, and bounds ‘to the attributes
of Gop.  We may as eafily circumfcribe infinity, as penetrate the fe- -
cret purpoles of the Almighty. There are but two ways by whick’
~ I-<an acquire any knowledge of the nature of the Supreme Being, by .
ytafor, and by revelation : to you, who rejett revelation, there is but .
one. “Now my reafon informs me, that G-os has made a great difference.
Between the kinds of animals, with vefpet to their capacity of enjoying.
Happinefs. LEvery kind is perfet in'it’s order; but if we compare, |
diigercnt %kinds together, one will appear to be greatly {uperior to ang-
ther. An animal, which has but one fenfe, has but one fource of liap-y
pinefs 5 but if 1t be fupplied swith what is fuited to that fenfe, it £Dj0Ys.
Al the happinefs of which it is capable, dnd is in it’s nature perfelt,
Other forts of animals, which have two or three fenfes, and which have
Ao abundant-means of gratifying them, enjoy twice eor thrice as much
happinefs as thofe do which have but one, ~ In the fame fort of animals
there is a great difference amongft individuaks, ene having the fenles
-moré perfeft, and the body lefs fubjeft to difeafe, than another. , Hence,
if 1 wese to form a judgment of the divine goednefs by this ufe of my.
feafon, 1 could mot but fay that it was partial and unequal.— % What
fhall we fay then? is Gop unjuft? Goo forbid?” His goodnefs may
be unequal, without being imperfett; it muft be eftimated from the
whole, and not from a part.  Every order of beings is fo fufficient for
it's own happinefs, and Yo conducive at the fame time to the happinefs
of every other, that in ene view it feems to be made for itfelf alone,
ard in another not for itfelf but for every other. Tould we compre-
hend the whole of the immenfe fabric which Goo hath fermed, I am
E:(uaded that we fhould fee nothing but perfeftion, harmony, and
eauty, in every part of it; but whillt we- difpute about parts, we
neglelt the whole, and difcern nothing but {uppoied anomalies and de-
fefts. The maker of a watch, or the builder of a fhip, is not to be
blamed becaufe a fpeltator cannot difcover’ either thé beauty or the ufe
of disjointed parts.  And fhall we dare to accufe Gon of injuflice,
for not having diftributed the gifts of nature in the fame degree to ail
. kinds of ‘animals, wher # is probable that this very inequality of dif-
 tribution inay be the mean: of producing the greateft fum total of hap-
- pinefs to the whole fyftem ? In exatly the fame manner may we reafon
concerning the a@s of God’s efpecial providence. ' If -we confider any
oné .at, fuch as that of appointing’ the jews to be his peculiar people,
a5 unconneted with every other, it may -appear to be a partial difplay
~ of 'his goodnefs 3 it may excite doubts concerning the wifdom or the -
benignity of his divine nature. - But if we conneét the hiftory of the
jews:with that of ‘other nations, from the moft remote antiquity to thy
prefent time,: we fhall difcover that they’were not chofen fo much foi
their'own benefit, or:on account of their own merit, as for the generd
“Woi. XX, Feb, 1797, . ‘ ~ _benefit




efit of mankind, To the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Grecians, Romags,
to all the Iieop‘l_e‘ of the eirth, they were formerly, and they are ftill'tg
all civilized nations, a beéacon fet upon-an’ hill; to warn. them from®
idolatry, to light them to the fanftuary of a Gop, holy, juft, and good:
Why {hould we fufpe& fuch a difpenfation of being a lie ? When eveti:
from the little which we can underftand of it, we fee that it is founded’
in wifdom, carried on for the general goad, and analogous to'all that"
reafon teaches us concerning the nature of Gono. ’ R
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~ Several things you obferve arc mentioned in the book of the Kings,
fuch as the drying up of Jeroboam’s hand, the alcent of Elijah intg
heaven, the deftru&tion of the children who mocked Elifha, and the: -
refurtettion of a dead man:— thefe circumi{tances being mentioned-in -
the book of Kings, and not mentioned in that of Chronicles, isa proof‘
to you that they are lies. I'efteem it a very. erroneous mode of reafon.
ing, which, from the filence of one author concerning a particular,
circumftance, infers the want of veracity in another who mentions it,
And this obfervation is ftill more cogent, when applied to a baok -
which is only a fupplement to, or an abridgment of, other books : and
under this defcription the book of Chronicles has been confidered by all
writers, But though you will not believe the miracle of the drying up
Sf Jeroboam’s hand, what can you fay to-the prophecy which was ther
delivered concerning the future deftruflion of the idolatrous altar of
Jeroboam ? The prophecy. is thus. written, 1 Kings xiii. 2. --- % Bes
Hold; a child fhall be bora unto the houfe of David, Jofiah by pame,
arid upon thee (the altar) fhall he offer the priefts of the high places.”
-z: Here i a clear prophecy; the name, family, and office of a par..
icular perfon are delcribed’ in the year 975 (according to the Bible
chronology) before Chrift.  Above 350 years after the delivery of the
rophecy, you will find, by confulting the fecond-'book of Kings,
fchap', xxil, 15, 16.) this prophecy fulfilled in all it’s parts. -
You- make a calculation that Genefis was not written till 8oa yeirs
after Mofes, and that it is of the fame.age, and you may prohably
think of the fame authority, as Afop’s Fables. You give, what you
call the eyidence of this, the air of a demonftration --- % It has but two
ftages ; --- firft, the accourit of the kings of Edom, mentioned in Genefig
is taken from Chronicles, and therefore the book of Genefis was written
after the book of Chrenicles: --- fecondly, the book of Chronitles wag
not begun to be written till after Zedekiah, in whofe time Nebuchat
nezzar conquered Jerufalem, 588 years before. Chrift, and-more than
860 after Mofcs.” --- Flaving anfwered this objeftien before, I mightbe
excufed taking any moye notice of it; but as you build much; m thit
place,. upon the ftrength of your argument, I will-fhew. you it’s weaks
nefs, when it is properly ftated, --:- A few verfes in the hook of Genefis
could not be written by Mofes; therefore no part of Genefis could be
written by Mafes: —-a child would deny your therefore. --- Again, a few
verles in the book of Genefis could net. be written by Moles, becauf
they {peak of kings of Hrael, there having been ne kings of Iyaelir
the time of Moles; and ¢herefore they could not-be written by Samuel
or by Solomon, or by any other perfon wha lived after there were king
in Hyael, except by the author of the book of Chronicles: — this is'all
an illegitimate inference from yoyr pofition, --- Againy 2 few. veresi
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. the book of Genefis are; ‘word for word; the fanie a8 2 few veifes in the ,
ook of Chronicless therefore the author of the book of Genefismuft
- have taken them from Chyonicles : - anothier 12me eonclufion { Why
fhight not the author of the book of Chronicles have taken them front
Eenefis, as he hastaken many other genealogies, fuppofing them td
- have been infeérted in-Genefis by Samuel? But wherey' you may, afk;
cotild ‘Samutel, -or any ‘other ‘perfon; ‘haveé found the aécount ofithé
kings of Edom? Probebly, in the public records of *the nation, -which
were certdinly as open: for. infpeftion -to Samuel,; -and the other E FOL
phets, as they were to: the author of Chronicles,: ‘I hold it needlefs to

_ employ more time ‘on the fubjeft. ...

“'A fhort ACcouNT of James RorawerL, of Bolton in
coi et Lancathire, - R
HIS firlt flirring up to feek for falvation was by heating a
‘ L fermen in.Bolton church, from a minifter from Yorkfhire ;
Iam not fure if it was not the laie Mr. Grimfhaw, The text was,
2 Cor. v. 17, “If-any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature 3
old things are paffed away ; behold, all things are become new ;'*
o+ Thiswas above forty. years ago. The difcourfe made fach.an im-
- prefion on his, mind .that ‘he_could. not be eafy ; he faw himfelf
wretched, miferable, blind and naked. Soom after Mr, Wefley
came to Bolton, and preached at the Crofs, at which time Gop
give James an/aflurance that he was a new creature. =~
- -*He often:faw. the :hand of the :Lord inierpofed irt bis behalf
éither in preventing evils, or fupporting him uoder them. One
-~ tiight in ‘particalar, - having a few- cows, -his-chief fupport, about
- thidhight, a high- wind ‘blew the barn down in which his cows
‘were; and though there were loads -of :ftones among thiem, yet not
gile'was wounded, He had fome difficulties in life, and perhaps
thie- greateft ‘might be in:his own family, in feeing them ‘carelels
- refpefling the ‘one thing needful; an affliftion which will give
utifpeakable - pain -to a“parent who knows the wvalue of eternal
- dhiitigs. - ‘How -tremendous is- the . idea of : fecing thofe, who bave
. fprang from their own bowels, -in'- their -fins at the.laft day; and
* .nothiing but the profpett of Gop’s eternal-difpleafure and evere
lafting “burnings? - O may the thought ftrike deep upon the une
iw&med-cpdféicnce intime! o
"1 vifited our friend, the ‘evening before he died, and found him
-exceedingly happy im Gop his Saviour. - I afked him, If ‘the
Jear of death was gone? He anfwered with rapture, “ 145
* What is the ground of your hope?” * The precious blood of
my dear Lord whick ke fhed for me upon the crofs.”  * You
* have the, application of that blood, that 1s, the efficacy of it upon
~Your confcience? * ¢ I bch/} God, I have,”  As he had met
~with fome bad treatment, I afked, *“ Are you at peace with all

mankind ?? # 0 yes! [ ’lavgl all, and wifki'them all fo b .ﬁapxlly.",
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