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7o the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES. , .

Tue ADDRESS of tbe Religious Socicty called Quakers, from their Yearly Mecting for

Pennfyloania, New-Jerfey, Delaware; ard the wefiern perts of Virginia and .

EING met in this our Annual Aflembly for the well-ordering the affairs of our Religious

Socicty, and the promotion of univerfal rightcoufnefs, our minds have been drawn to con-

fider that the Almighty, who ruleth in Heaven and in the kingdoms of men, having permitted s
great revolution to take place in the government of this tountry, we are fervently toncerned that
the rulers of the people may be favoured with the counfel of God, the only fure means of i
them to fulfil the important truft committed to thewr » and in an efpecial manner that Dv
vine wifdom and grace vou from above, may q thee to fill up the duties of the ck»
alted ftation, to which thou art inted. .

We are fenfible thou haft cbtained great place in the cfieam and affellions of people of all de<
nominations, over whom thou prefideth; and many eminént taleats being committed to thy
truft, we much defirc they may be fully devoted to the Lord’s bomowr fervice, tha thns
thou mayeft bc sn happy infirament im his homd, fir the fuppeefion of vice, infidelity and irre-
ﬂdpﬂe}wmwywhamzpﬂtwﬁehﬂ, as the folid
foundation that tan be laid for the profperity h&’ufwf is OF amy Country. ’

The free toleration which the €itizens of thefe Staies cnjoy in the public worthip of the Al-
mighty, agrecable to the diQates of their confeicntes, we cfteem among the choiceft of bleffings ;
dind as we defire to be filled with fervent charity for thofe who differ from us ih faith and pradce,
believirg that the general affembly of Saints is tompofed of the fingere and upright hearted of all
nations, kinigdoms and pcople 3 fo we truft we may juftly claim it from others,—and in a full
perfuafion that the Divirie principle we » leads into harmony and concord, we tan take
MO part in carrying On war on any » or under any power, but are tound in confcience
to lcad quict and peaccable lives in godlinefs and honcity amongft men, contributing freely
our proportion to the indigences of the poor, and to the neceffary fupport of civil governmene,
acknowledging thofe ‘¢ who rule well to be worthy of double honour,” and if any profefing
with us, are, or bave been, of a contrary difpofition and condu@, we own them not therein;
having never been chargeable from our firft eftablifhment as a Religious Socicty, with fomenting
br countenancing tumults or confpiracies or difrefpe& to tholc who are placed in authority over us.

We wiflt not improperly to intrude onthy time or patience, nor is it our pra&ice to offer
adulation to any j but as we arc 2 people whole printiples and condu@ have been mif; cnted
and traduced, we take the liberty to affure thee, that we feel our hearts affe@ionately drawn
towards thee, and thofc in authority over us, with prayers that thy Prefidency may, under the
blefling of Heaven, be happy to thyfelf and to the people; that through the encreafe of morality
and true religion, Divine Providence may coadefcend to ook down upon bur land with a
propitious eye, and blefs the inhabitants with a continusnce of peace, the dew of Heaven, snd
the fatnefs of the carth, anli cnahlekui gratcfully to mth wledge his mauift)l:‘ial mercics.a~—And it is
bur camneft carvleru,_that cc ev ifcation to fill th
Wﬂ.'dmmmmtum%mem Tinal ;’miﬂ bonours ‘hail
fail and pafs away, thou and thy refpﬂtmdon may be found worthy to reccive a crown of
unfading righteou(nefs in the manfioas of peateand joy fot ever.

Signed in and on behalf of our faid meeting teld in Philadelphia, by adjournments, from theé

28th of the fh mo. to the 3d day of the 10thmo. inclufive, 1789.
: NICHOLAS WALN, Clerk of the shecting this yeay:

‘Tue ANSWER of the Prefident of the United Statzs to the Addrefs of the Religions Socicty called
Rvakers, from their Yearly Mecting for Penafybocnia, New-Forj5, Delaware, and the wiflern
parts of Maryland and Firginia.

GeNTLEMIN,
RECEIVE with pleafure your affeQionate addrefs, and thank you for the friendly fentiments .
and good wifhes which you exprefs for the fuccefs of my adminuftration, and for my perfonal

inefs.

%c have reafon to rejoiec in the pro(ped that the prefent national government, which, by the
favor of Divine Providenee, was by the common counfcls, and peaccably cftablifhed with
the common confent of the people, will prove a bleffing to cvery denomination of themji—to
render it fuch, my beft endeavours fhall not be wanting.

Government being among other purpofes inﬁitnteg to protect the perfons and confciences of
men from opprefion,«—it certainly is the duty of rulers, nge only to abftain from it themfelves,
but according to their ftations to prevent it in others. :

The liberty enjoyed by the people of thefe States, of wolthipping Almighty God agreeable to
their confciences, is not only among the choiceft of their dlffings, but alfo of their rights.~~While

. men perform their focial duties faithfull do all that Society or the State tan with propricty
demand or expe, and remaia sef #o their Makgr for the religion or mode of faith,
which they rhay prefer or profefs. i

Your principles and condu are well known to me; and it is doing the people called Quakers
no more than juftice to fay, that (except their declining to fhare w'ui others the burthen of the
common defene) there is no denomination among us who are more exemplary and ufeful citizens.

Iaffure you very explicitly that in my opimion the confcientious feruples of all men fhould be
treated with great delicacy and tendernefs ; and it is my wifh and defire, that the laws may alwa{s
be as extenfively accommodated to them, as a due regard to the protc&ion and effential intereils

6f the nation may juftify and permit.
GEO. WASHINGTON.
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