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FE W;days*lwill—btingirﬁg.—t‘a_;tﬁe}aunivcrfary of my hirrih.f_;‘ L
feventy three-years. of -my lifg will then be compleated 3 and
next May, fifty one years will have pafled, fince'I was firft

- honored -with the confidence of the :people in-a-public icha- -
_ralter. Dating this period, in different capacities,’ it ‘has - been - my
lot to be called to public {érvice, almoft withdut interruption.  Fout- )
teen years I-have had the:honor- to fill the chief feat-of government.,. -
—W.ith what caréfulnefs, with what zeal and attention to your-wel-
fare, I have-difcharged the duties of my {everal ftations, fome few-of
you, of equal age with myfelf, can witnefs for me ffom.the beginaing. -
—During the later period, none ‘of you are ignorant of the manner in
which my public life has beert occupied !—The watchfal :cares -and
-{olicitude of an eight year’s diftreffing and unufual war, have alfo fallen. :
.%o my: {hare, and-have employed many anxious moments-of my-lateft
time ; which have been chearfully devotéd to- the welfare.of My COUNw=
gry.—Happy am I to find, that all thefe cares, anxieties and folicitudes
‘are-amply compenfated -by the noble profpe@ which now opeas to my
fellow citizens, of a happy eftablithmerit (if we are but wife -0 im=

prove the precious opportunity) in peace, tranquility and " national

« independence,~——With- fincere. and- lively gratitude. to - Almighty -
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God, our Great Prote&or and Deliverer, and with moft heartycon-
gratulations to all our citizens, I feiicitate you, gentlemen, the other
“Tree;hen, 4nd all the good people of the State, in this-glorious-profpec.

- Imprefled with thefe fentiments of gratitude and felicitation,—
rgviewing the long courfe of years, in which, through various events,
.-have ‘had the 'pleafure. tQ -ferve the State,—contemplating, with
pleafing wonder and fatisfalfion, d€ the clofe of dn’ drdubus “contett,
- the noble and enlarged;{cees, which now prefent -thenifelves to my
/ country’s view,~—and refleting at the {ame time, én my,advanced
. ftage of life,—a life, worn out almolt In “the conftant’ tares of office,
\1 think it my duty to retire from the bufy concerns of public affairs :
t.hat at the evening of my days, I may {weeten their decline, by devo-
ting mylelf with le{s avocation, and more attention, to the duties of
religion, the fervice of my God, and prepardtion‘for ~a  future and
happier ftate of exiftence ;—in which pleafing employment, I thall
:pat:ceale ‘to remember my dountty, and 10 inake it my ardent prayer,
‘that heaven ' will :not-fail to-blef§ her 'with its'choiceft favors.

[=

- At-this aufpicious moment,-therefore, of ‘my:country’s happinefs ;
wwheén (he has juft reached the: goal of her:withes, and ‘obtained the

-obje&, for which fhe has fo-lodg contended; and fo nobly ftruggled,
.1 have to requeft the favor from you gentlemen, and through you,
-from all the freemen of the State, that; after May next; I may-be
.excufed from any further fervice in public life ; and that, fromthis
‘time, I may be no longer confidered as -an obje& of your fuffrages
for any public employment in the State. - The reafonablenefs of nry
.requeft, I am perfuaded, -will be queftioned by ‘no one.—The length
of time I have devoted ‘to their fervice, with my declining ftate -of
vigor and a&ivity, will, I pleafe myfelf, form for'me, 2 fufficiefit
znd unfailing excule with my fellow «<itizens. "

At this parting addrefs, you will fuffer me, -gentlemen, to thank
you, and zll the worthy members of preceeding aflemblies, with
whom I have had the honor to a&, for all that affiftance, counfel,
aid and fupport, which I haveever experienced during my adminif-

tration
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“gration in governments and in the warmth of gratitude %o affure you,

that, till my lateft moments, all your kindnefs to me thail be remem-
bered ;—and that my conitant prayer fhall be employed with Heaven,

¢to0 invoke the Divine Guidance and Dire@ion in your future councils

and government.

Age and experience ditate to me,-~and the zeal with which I
have been known to ferve the public, through a long courfe of years,
will, I truft, recommend to the attention -of the people, fome few
thoughts which I fhall offer to their confideration on this occafion, as

my laft advilory legacy.

I would in: the firft place, entreat my countrymen, as they value
their own internal welfare and the good: of pofterity, that they maine
tain inviolate, by a {ri€t adherence-to its original principles, the hap~
py conftitution under which we have fo long fubfifted as a corporation ;
that for the purpofes of national happinefs and glory, they will fup-
port and ftrengthen the farderal union, by every conflitutional mean
in theéir power. The exiftence of a Congrefs, vefted with powers

competent to the great national purpofes for which that body was

inftituted, is'eflential to.onr national fecurity, <flablithment and inde=
pendence. Whether Congrefs is already vefled with {uch powers, is
a queftion, worthy, in my opinion, of the moft ferious, candid and

difpaffionate confideration of ‘this legiflature, and thofe of all the

other confederated States. For my iown pert, I do not hefitate to
pronouncs, that in' my opinion, thatshody is not pofleffed of thofe
powrers: which are fully adequate to thepurpofes of our general fovea |

feignty ; mor competent to that energy and excertion of goverriment,.

which are: abfolutely neceffary to the beft :management and: dire@ionr
of the general weal; or the fulfilment of aur own expe&stions s
This defe@ in our feederal confiitution, ¥ have already lanfented as
the caufe of many inconveniencies which we have experienced ;3 and
unlefs wifely remedied, will, I forefee, be produive of evils, difaft«
rous if pot fatal, to our future union and confederation. In myideay

a Copgrefs invefted with full and fufficient atthorities, is as abfolutely

3 | ~ neceflary
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mecsiary for the great purpofes of our confederated unien, as yous
legillature 1s for the {upport of internal order, regulation and govern-
meat, 1n the State. Both bodies fhould be intrufted with . powers
fully {affictent to anfwer the defizn of their feveral infHtutions,-——
Their powers thould be diftin& ; they thould be clearly defined,
alcertained and underftood. They thould be carefully adhered to;
they fhould be watched over with a2 wakeful and diftinguithing atten-
tion of the people. But this watchfulnefs is far different from that
excels of jealoufy, which from a mifiaken fear ot abufe, witholds the
neceflary. powers, and denies the means which ate effential to the
end expelted.—Juft as ridiculous is this latter difpofition, as would
be the practice of a farmer, who thould deprive his labouring man of
the tools neceffary for his bufinefs, left he fhould hurt himfelf, or
injure his employer, and yet expeéts his work to be accomplithed.—
This kind of exceffive jezloufy is, in my view, too prevalent at this
day ; and will, I fear, if not abated, prove a principal means of pre-
venting the enjoyment of our national independence and glory, in
that extent and perfetion, which the afpet of our affairs (were we
to be wife) {u pleafingly promifes to us. My countrymen! {uffer me -
to afkk, who are the objeéts of this jealoufy ? who, my fellow-citizens,
are the men we have to fear f—not ftrangers, who have no connec-
tion with our welfare {—no l—they are the men of our own choice,
from. among ourfelves ;—a choice (if we are faithful to ourfelves)
diftated by the mcft perfe& freedom of election ; and that ele@tion
repeated as often es.you. can wifh, or is confiftent with the good of
the people. They are our brethren,—a&ing for themfelves as well
2s for us,—and fharers with-ms in all the general burthens and bene-
fits. They are-men, who:from intereft, affedtion and every {focial.
tie, have the {ame- attachment to our conftitution and government as .
ourfeives :—why therefore thould we fear them, with this unreafonable
jealoufy ? In our prefent temper of mind, are we not rather to
fear ourfelves ? to fear the propriety of our own ele@ions ?~—or rather
to fezr, that from this-excels of jealoufy and miftruft, each one cauti=-
eus of his neighbour’s fove of power, and fearing left if he be trufled, .
ke would mifule it, we thall loafe all confidence and government, and-
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every thing tend to.anarchy and confufion ? from whofe horrid womb,
fhould we plunge into 1t, will {pring.a government, . that may juftly
make us all to tremble. '

I would alfo beg, that, for the fupport of national faith and honor,
as well as domeftic tranquiiity, they would pay the ftriteft attention
to all the facred rules.of juftice.and equity, by a faithful obfervance
and fulfilment of all public as well .as private engagements. Public
expences are unavoldable ;—and thofe of the late war, altho’ they fall
far fhort of what might have been expected, when compared with the
magnitude of the obje& for which we have contended, the length of
the conteft;, with our unprepared fituation and peculiarity of circum-
ftances, yet could not fail to be great ;—but great as they may appear
to be, .when, for.the defence: of .our invaluable rights and liberties,

the fupport of our government, and our national exifterce, they have -

‘been incurred and allowed by thofe to whom, by your own choice, .
. you have délegated “the power, and' afligned the duty, of ‘watching
over the common weal, and guarding your interefts, their public
engagements are: as binding on the people, as your own private con=
trads ; -and -are' to - be - difcharged with the fame-good faith- and
punctuality.. * - |

I moft earneftly requeft my fellow-citizens, that they revere and
pradtice virtue in all its lovely forms :—this being . the fureft and
beft eftablifhment of national, as well as private felicity and profpe-
rity.—T hat, difmiffing as well all Jocal ‘and confined prejudices, as
anreafonable and exceflive jealoufies and fufpicions, they ftudy peace
and harmony with each otlier, and “with "the feveral parts of the
conrederated Republic.—That they pay an orderly and refpecful
regard to the laws and regulations of goverament 3 and that,'making
a judicious ufe of that freedom and frequency of elecion, which is
the great fecurity and palladium of their. rights,:they will place con-
fidence in their public officers, and.{ubmit their public coneerns,
with chearfulnefs and readinefs, to the decifions and determinations
of :Congeeisand their cwn Legillatures ; whofe colleted and wunited

wildom, .
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wifdom, the people will find to be 2 much more fure dependehcé,‘
than the naocertain voice of popular clamour, which moft frequently,
1s excited and blown about by the artful and defigning part of the
community, to efie& particular, and often times, finifter purpofes.—
At fuch times, the fteady good {enfe of the virtuous public, wifely
exercifed in a judicious choice of their reprefentatives, and a puhc-
tual obfervance of their colleCted counfels, 1s-the fureft guide to
national intereft, happinefs and fecurity.

Finally, my fellow-citizens ! I exhort you to love one another :
let each one ftudy the good of his neighbour and of the community,
~ as his own :~—hate firifes, contentions, jealoufies, envy, avarice, and
every evil work, and ground yourfelves in this faithful and fure
axiom, that virtue exalteth a nation, but that fin and evil workings,
are the deftrutlion of a people..

I commend you, gentlemen, and the good people of the State,
with earneftneis and ardor, to the blefling, the protettion, the counfel
and dire@ion of the great Counfellor and director ; whofe wifdom
and power is fuflicient to eftablifh you as a great and happy people :
and wifhing you the favour of this divine benedittion, in my
public character,—~1I bid you 2 long a happy adieu. |

1 am, gentlemen,

your moft obedient,

humble fervant,

{Signed) JON™. TRUMBULL.

A true Copy,
Examin'd by

GEORGE WYLLYS, Secr’y.
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STATE or CONNECTICUT.

At a General Affembly of the Governor and Company of
the State of Comnetticut, in America ;3 holden:at  WNew-
Haven, on the decond Thurfday-of O¢Zeber, A.-D. 1783.

W‘H E R E AS bis Excellency JONATHAN TRUMBULL,
V' Efquire, Governor and Commander in Cbhief in and dver-the State
of Conne&icut, .bas fignified in an Addrefs to the General Affenibly, to
be communicated to their Conflstuents, bis -Defire that-be might nit, con-
fidering bis advanced Age, be confidered-by the Freemen of this State as
an objett of their Chotce at the next General Ele&iton ; as the Governor
bas declared bis Wifh te retire; -dfter the expiration of bis, prefent lp=
pointment, from the Cares and Bufinefs of Government. |

as their Duty in behalf of their -Conftitueats, to exprefs in
Terms of the moft fincere ‘Gratitude, their "higheft :Refpeét
for -his Excellency Governor TRUMBULL, for the great and eminent
‘Services -which he has rendered this State-during -his ‘long and -prof-
perous Adminiftration 3 more-efpecially.for “that -difplay of ‘Wifdom,
Juftice, Fortitude and Magnanimity, joined with the-moft unremitting
Attention and ‘Perfeverance which .he has-manifefted during -the late
-fuccefsful ‘though diftrefling ' War:; which-muft place the:Chief Ma-
giftrate of -this:State in the rank of thofe great -and worthy ‘Patriots,
who have eminently diftinguifhed themfelves -as the Defenders of the
Rights of Mankind. |
And that this Aflembly-confider it-as a°moft gracious difpenfation
of Divine:Providence, -that a Life of {fo:much ‘Ufefulnefs has been
prolonged -to fuch an-advanced -Age, ‘with an‘unimpared Vigour-and
acivity of Mind.
But if the Freemen of this State {hall think proper to comply with

-his Excellency’s Requeft, it will be the With of -this Afflembly, that
C " his

R ES QL YV ED by this ASSEMBLY, That they confider it
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.. *his Succefior in Office may poffefs thofe eminent public and’ private-
** Virtues, which give fo much Luftre to the Charalter of Him who-
- . . hasin the moft-honorable Manner fo long prefided over.this State.

r“_i
L

' Te is further RESOLVED, That the Secretary prefent to the Go-
‘. vernor Trumbull, an authenticated Copy of this AL, as a. Leftimonial

" % of the Refpet and Efteem of the Legiflature of this State. And the-

Secretary is fucther direfted, that as-foon as he fhall be furnifhed with -
fuch Copy, be caufe the fame to be priated, together with.this A&, .

A: frue Copy of Reccrd,,
Examin’d by

GEORGE WYLLYS, Secr'y.



