Majesty, and for his tmighty Works.
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Praist Him for his mighty Acts : praife
Him according to his excelient GreaT-
NESSs v ©

N&h“ late years of our diftrefs and treading down we
had great and frequent occafions of aﬁemblmg be.
fore the Lorp with fafting and fackcloths, and of pour-
jag out our fouls before him.  When we were unfkilled
1 arms, unprovided for war, unknown among foreign
nations, and when we had made no alhances with the
powers of this world, Britain poured upon us all the
thunder of her arms, the firength of battie and war, A
formidable fleet deftrefled us by fea, ravaging our coaits
for more than a thoufand mIL':“i n ]enrrth An army
of near fifty thoufand veterans *, Britifb and foreign mer-
cenaries, 1 one quarter and another, with numerou.
negroes and Javages were either laying waﬁ:e our frontiers,
or the interior parts of the country. With mercilefs
fury cur towns and cities were laid in athes, our hardy
and faithful citzens either. flain in battle or murdered
In

* "The number of regular troops which arm ed m Canada, May
1770, wascomputed at 13,0c0. The army under gen. Howe, atNew.
York was ettimated, whenall the parts of 1t were collected, at 35,000,
43,000 m thewhole,  There were not lefs than two or three thnuf:md
more in Halifax, (..-Ilfl'l(ll, Se. Auguftine and other Britith paus on,
or near our frontiers, who, with their fav ape allics, were afting a-

gamdlt us.  In r777 not lefs than 3,000 Canadianw and Torics, with
4 multitude of Indians joined them in the north, and a far pe nunber

o "Lorigs alfo joined gc'u,r.!.l Howe ag New-York.
ik, of war in America.
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in cruel captivity,  We trembled for our fubftance, for
our wives and children, tor our liberties and lives.
Iivery thing which could be dear to us, either as-sien,
or chriftians, was at ftake. We knew not, whep mici
thus rofe up acainft us, but that they would have {wal-
lowed us up qmck But that our couatry and our all
would have been 40& . or at beft, but that we and our
children fhould have been hewers of wood and drawers
of water to them who hated us. |

Inprep, ¢ had 1t not Leen the Loro who was on our
““ fide, the waters had overswhelmed us, the ftream had
“ gone over our fpul. - Blefied be-the Lorp, who hatk
“ pot given us a prev to their teeth. ur foul 1S ei-
tc ca'*:ed as a bird out of the {rare of the fowlers : the
‘¢ {nare is broken and we are efcaped.  Our help 1S in
“ the name of the Lorp, who made heaven and earch*,?
‘“ Fle hath torned” our ¢ mourning for ” us ‘‘ into
““ dancing : He hath put off ” our < fackcioth and
“ girded ” us ** with gladnels ; To the end that” our
““ glory may fing praile to him and not be ﬁlent,” that
we may ¢ give thanks unto  him * for evert.”

Uroy this folemn day he 13, in his providence, and
by the voice of our rulers, invining the nithons of the
American Republic into his prefence with thankigiving,
to cclcbrate with lively jov and overflowing gratitude
his marvellous power, wifdom and goocdne(s d!lph)cd
net only in the bounties of his provlir'ncv 1n general,
and in the carrent year in particular, but ﬂfpcuall? n
this great and glorjous event 5 "1 hat he hath {tilied the
tenpeit of war, caufed our SpvereicuTy and Inpe-
rrNRENCE tu be acknowle drred .:mong the nations and
oiven us tue bleflings of PracE Imorefled with an
exalted fenie nf his rwodqu, i"rom whem thefe blefiings
2 derterd, 1t becomes them with one heart and voice
* o e torth the honour of bhis name and to make
¢ hiz privie ”101""}115 VT ~ 3ure

- a- LY P .
Pralm g4, . In*!:.l 10, 11, 12 b P 00, 4
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But for what, and how fhali we pratie Hiam upon {o
greaz-an occalion ? Our text furmthetn a fummary an-
fwer,  He is to be pratfed for his excellent and infinite
Majesty., When it is commanded, Praife Him ac-
cording to his excellent GreaTNESS, 1t 15 required that
we fhould praife Gop for what he 13 in himielt ; for tl e
effential, infinite, immutablg, and eternal wlorles of his
nature, . Thefe primarily, and chiefly, demand the love
and pratfe of his creatures, 1t 1s allo required that the
greatneis and ardeur of gur luve, praife and thankigiv-
ing, fheuld, as far as pofible, be proportionate (o the
excellency and alory of the GopHEAD. *

He 15 alfoto be praifed for his wonderful works ;
For his works of wifdom, power and goodnefs, comprli-
¢d in the text under the general name of his mighty alts,
Pravfe i for his mighty Acts.  In this view of the
words 1t will be natural

I. To fay {omething of the excellent greatnefs and
mighty ats of Gov, “for which heis to be praifed.
Among thefe {fuch as relate to the AMERICAN REVOLU-
rroy demand {pecial notice.

II. To thow, very concile’y, what is implied in praif-
ing ("ap, in a I‘l"‘ht manner, for his greatnels and
olorious '-.'sorL.s.

I. T am to fay {fomething of the excelient greatnefs
and mighty alts of Gop, for which he is to be praifed.

By the excellent greatnels of Goo, I apprehend, the
plalmift intended the effential and infinite glory of the
divire MajesTy, including all h's pertettions nutural
and moral, His {pirituality, abloluteeternity, unchange.-
ablenefs, infinity and almighty power; his infinite wil-
dom, holinefs, jultice, goodncﬁ. and truth, Gov | 1S 1n-
finite in his be's ng; without meafure or limits.  Behoid,

heaven,
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heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him;*
He fills heaven and earth with his glory. He 1s prefcnt -
operating in every place, in all worlds, in all creatures,
in time and through eternity, His infinitenefs bel‘ongs
to each of his perfe(tions, as well as tc his being. His
underftanding is infinite. ¢ Great 1s our LGRD, and of
‘¢ great power, his underftanding is infinite”. There
3s none holy as the Lorp {. Ie only is holy§. - There
is none good but one, that is Gop|l. He only is effen-
tlally, mdependent]v, infinitely, immutably and eternal-
iy great, powerful, wife, holy, jult and blefled. He < is
“ the blefled and only potent, the King of kings and
“ Lorp of lords”q. He inhabiteth eternity, is the
pofleffor of heaven and earth, ¢ Thine, O Lorp, is

“ the greatnefs, and thé power, and the glory and thc
“ victory and-the majelty : for all thatis in the tieaven
“ and in the earth 15 thine; thine 1s the kingdom, O
¢ Lorp, and thou art exalted as head above 2§, - In
this view, he is the infinite comprebenfion of all greatnefs,
the PERFECTION Of BEAUTY,  All the greatnefs, wifdom
and goodnels of the creatures, in heaven » and carth when
compared with his, 1s nothmn‘ and lefs than nothmg and
vanity.  All this col}c&wcly is but finite : and wlat
compdrifon can there be between finite and infinite ©
Collelt the greatnefs, beauty and goodnels of the angels,
of the. whole hnermh) of heaven, of the millions of -the
redeemed, all createci or acquired greatnefs and glory in
the umverfc in time and through etérnity, it would all
be lefs than a {park to the {un, than 2 dnop to the ocean,
when compared with the eflential -infinite glories of
iy < whok nane alone i1s Jerovan the Mott l"IlEh
over all the carth”**. Wirth what propriety is 1t writ-
ten, his angels Fe chargeth with folly @ yea, the heas

VEnS
2 Chron. 618, + Plum 145, 5. .11 Sam. 2. 2. §.Rev 164 44
H iy, 1. 17, € 4 tum, Lorg. mé Chron. 9. L1,

ﬂ111. ""J I
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vens are not clean in his fight *. * Canft thou by fearch-
*“ ing find out Gon? Canft thou find out the ALmIGH-

-« oy uanto perfeétion™§.  Ilereisevery thing to chal-

e ]

lenge and invite our leve, to awake our praife, to make
us completely and for ever bleffed. | |

Tue ereawefs and glory of the Divine Majefty, dif-
cover themfelves in his woiks and in his word, By thefe
only does Gop make himielf known to men.  His works
of creation and providence make an admirable difplay of
that greacnels tor which he is to be praifed.  Thele now
deferve our {pecial attention.  Praife mim for his mighty
alts, By thefe the pfalmift, probably, intended his works
univerfally, The work of creation, and his works of
providence, in his government of the patural and moral
world.

Tuework of creationis to be reckoned among the migh-
ty acts of the Lorp. His fpreadingabroad the heavens as
a cuttain, laying the foundations of the earth and hang-
ing it upon nothing, lighting up the fun, filling the moon
with her borrowed and golden luftre, marthalling the .
{tars, and adorning the azure cancpy with fo many
twinkling gems, pouring cut the warters of the fea, giv-
ing life and breath to every creature which moveth upon
the carth, flicth in the open heavens, or paffeth through
the paths of the deep ; his giving cxifténce to every
thing which 1s in heaven and in carth, vifibie or invifible,
In this the aftonifhing greatnefs, power and wifdom of
(5on fhine forth with a moft conipicuous commanding
luftre and evidence.  Liipecially in chac it was done with
the greatelt facility, only by a word without any pre-ex-
iftant materials.  ¢“ By the word of the Loxp were the
“ hcavers made ; and all the hofts of them by the breath
of his mouth. He gatherech the waiers of the fea co-
cether as an heap @ Ie layeth up che depths in ftore
‘““ houfes. He fpake and it was done 3 he commanded
*and it ftood faft-F.”  This michry and glorious work

i of

"! '-ql 1 ] H - - ! : . -.1-‘ -
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of Gop demands perpetual and univerful praife, ¢ Tac
¢« morning ftars,” ftruck with the magnificence and glo-
ry of 1t * fang together, and all the fons of Gop thouted
¢ for joy.”* Well may we, in view of it adopt, the
language of the poet and f{ing, ’

¢“ Thefe are thy glorious works, ParenT of good,
““ Almighty, thine this univerfal frame,
‘“ Thus wondrous fair : thyfelt how wondrous then”!

His works of providence no lefs proclaim his great-
nets and demand our praife. His upholding all things
by the word of His power ; continuing the heavens and
the earth ; caufing the celeftial bodies, thole immenie.
orbs which he hath fixed to keep their refpective places,
and thofe which move, regularly to perform their feveral
revolutions, according to his conumandment :—giving
food to all efh, fupporring and governing the endlels
variety of creatures in earth and h=aven, agreeably to
thelr various natures, and direfting them all, with uner-
ring forefight to their feveral ends. Omnipotent and
alorious is the arm upon which refts univerfal nature
Large and bountitul is the hand which openeth idelf
and tupplieth the wants of every living thing ! Rich and
aood, bevond all parallel is the FaTuer, from whom 1s
cerived everv good and every perfedt gitt !

Tne marvetlous revolutions he hath made in the
world, ia pianting and plucking up, in increafing and
d'minifning the nations, as 1t hath pleafed him, are a-
mi~ e his mighty aéts,

ParTICULARLY, the erection, prefervation and govern-
ment of the church.  The redemption of 1t by Jr<vs
Cunrist is ameng the greateft and moft ¢lorious of the
divine works,  His findiny out a way in which ae can
be juft and yer jultify the ungodly, his giving his own
cqual, eternal Sun, cut of his bolom o fave a tallen

'strld 3

s 1 ' D .

fou 12, i ~lilen, Dook V. P.oazs.
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world ; the union of the divine antt human nature, the
FForm of Gob and the Seed of Abranam, two diftinct
natures, in the one gloricus perion of our Iorp Jests
Curist ;3 his de ath in our nature and law-place, his re-
furre@tion and exaltation to be head over all things to
the Church, are the wondertul works of Gon.

Tne prefervation, progrels and government of it be-
forc, and after the giving of the I_aw under the Jewih
and Chrittian dilpe nfation are wondertul,

Micury and glorious was the arm which delivered
Noah and 1. famzly from the deluge, Lct out of Sodom,
atd lirael out of Egypt :—which conduéted them thro’
the fea, as upon dry land ; which gave them bread from
heaven, and water out of the rock ; fupported them forty
years 1in the wildernefs, and planted them in Canaan,
Marvellous were the thmgs wrought for them in their
own land, 1n thetr captiviues, in f‘rathcrmﬂr them from
ameng the natioas, and relettling them in the land of If-
racl, after their varjous dﬂptrﬁms . in giving them the
divine oracles, the types, prophecies and | IJm'm!es of the
Messran. Thefe are much celebrated in the facred
books, efpecially in the pfalms. It is the bulinefs of the
107, 135, 136, and of the fix laft pfalms, which are
{ongs of praife, to celebrate thefe mighty works of Gon,
and every creature and thing are commanded to pratie
Hi.sr for them. Thefe, no doubr are principally m-
tended by his mighty aéls in our text.

Trie things wrought for the chriftian church are not
lels Qlonom Lipccx.;l]v, in the aftonifthing gifts and
furniture beltowed on the apolitles and prmnm:. Mini-
{ters of the gofpel ; in the converfion ¢f the nat ons 1o
JEsus; 2y their prmchmﬂr theugh the lufls, pmnu CeS
and powers of the world were ag. aindt them 5 in the pfc—-
fervations eranted to the cnurch in thofe terrible perke
cunons raifed againit her, from age to age 5 in centinu-

ing to hier the facred Oracles, cauling her 1o emerne ous
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of that hoirible night of papai darknefs which well migh
overipread the earth in the dark aoes, 1n defending the
protettant church, direéting and rrovermm all thmﬂs in
che natural and moial world for his r*lur} and the crood
of hus chofen, and in bringing many fons unto u‘lory by
Jesvs Crarist, the capm.n of our fulvation.

- Heaveyn willy with pleafing wonder, for ever view
and celebrate, in the Song of Mosks and of the Lawn,
thele works or power and grace.  Indeed Gov has com-
manded his church to glorify him for all the falvations
which he 1s pleajed to grant unto her. ¢ I w:ll deliver
‘* thee, and thou fhalt s‘rlorlfy me ¥,

WLk theretore we com.c'nr]art, and rejoice in rhe
works of creation and providence 1n general, let us now
turn our attention more pariicularly to the Micrnry
Acts of Gop towards this American Ifrael 5 that we
may acknowledge his greatnefs in theny, and prﬂﬂ"e him
tor them. To plam: the nations, to appoint the bounds
ct their habitations, and the times before ordained, i
which they are to exi{t and rife into natienal impor-
tance, witly the various fteps keading to thele events, are
the mighty works of Gop, ** And at what inftant I
“ fhall Ipeak concerning a nation, and concerning a
““ kingdom, to build and to pilant it ¢ And made
*“ of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all
¢ the toce of the carth, and hath determined the times
““ before appointed, and the bounds »f their habitat-
‘“ on”f. He hath elevated the AMEricaNn StaTes to
Qe importance of a free, fovereign, indcpendent nation, -
inGny the Ringdoms of mer. It is marvellous in our
cyes, and inthe eyes of all the nations.  Fe hath effect-
J‘C B hy a feries of minnty alts, His power and wiidom
;orred gins orear, healthful, well-watered and fertile

l..l'

Cotarvs aveun2ing with every thing necc‘ﬂ‘dlv to ‘make
Conntioy grras 2l happy, aud iclerved it from the
foundation

b (I T 1-‘ - . " ] .r ‘1 :1.
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foundation of the world, to be an affylum for our fa-
thers, where they might reft from the perfecutions of
their native country, and worfhip Gop agreeably to the
ditates of their coniciences, He difpofed them to fol-
low the Lorp into the wildernels, a land not {own, plant-
cd them in it, caft out the heathen before them, increai-
cd them even to aftonifhment, and defended them from
the united plots of {avage and papal powers, {o that no
weapon formed againft them, or againft their pofterity,
hath ever been {uffered to profper.

‘T'o the fume agency muft we aferibe 1t, that our wor-
thy anceftors made fuch provilion, by the early mnftitu-
tion of fchools and colleges, for the general diffulion or
knowledge among the people, and tor the propagartion
and perpetuation of a true {pirit ot liberty among thetr
polfterity 3 by which means the rights of men and of
confcience were as well vnderftood, perhaps, by them,
as by any people upon earth. This mauy be conflidered
as a very leading and important {tep to this great event.
T hefe were mighty adts, demanding eur united and per-
petual preiie.

Fquarry illuftrious have been the exertions of pro-
vidence in behalt of America, from the very commence-
ment of the late war to this day.  To thele only may
it be aferibed, that the defigns and plots of our eneniies
were fo feaforably and providentially made known to us,
from time to time, in the firft ftages of the war, tcour
areat advantage : That the enemy fullered {uch uncom-
mon {laughter in fome of the firflt batdles®, which damped

the:r

* Inthe firlt which began at Lexington, April 1¢, 1777, th2Britith
lof=, 1n killed, wounded and prifoners, was :;-'3,'01" which 5 were
killed.  Inthe battle at Bunker's Hill, June 17, there were witled
and wounded 1054 of the enemy. 226 were killed ; of theie 1)
were cemmithioned officers, including a lieutenant-celone!, = major:,
aid 7 captaing @ 7o other officers were woanded,  Suvsy o Brizith his-
oiin, o Lhe Laple of Quebss in ke lawe war, with all e gloiy,

41 andd
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their {pirits, and kept them in a meafure inaétive the
re{t of the year, and gave time for the country to make
more effectual provifion for her vwn detence :(— That a
{pirit of union and refiftance fiew inftantly, like a fiream
of clectric fire, through the continent :—That the union
increated and grew up into an happy eflablithment, |
jpite of all the art and oppofition either of our open or
lecret encnes :—that General WasnincToy, that pro-
digy cf a man, was appointed to command the confede-
rate armies ; ana that we were furnithed with arms,
ammunition ard implements of war, even from our enc-
mies, when "we were in the arcate{’t need of them, and
the moft imporeant enterprucs muft have failed had it
not been for thole providential fupplies®. A watchtul
providence was no lefs confpicuous in lecreting, in a
very remarkable manner, from our enemies, at particular
times, our want of ammunition and our great weaknels,
which had they been known, we might at once have been
wholly ruined ¢ in thar fpiric of magnanimity and {uf-
tering patience which fuflainec us m_the dark years of
feventeen
** and the vaftnefs of the confequences of which 1t was produc.
¢ tive, was not fo deftrudtive to cur oficers, as this aflair of a re-

‘““ trenchment catt upin 2 few hours.”  Hiftory of American War,
printed in London.

4 A Chambiee were taken, O&ober 18th, 1775, 124 barrels of
pmm v, O tuns, with a great qu,.:m:t) of military {tores, which ena-
bled generil Montzomery to effcé the reduttion of St. John’s and
Montreal. At "liconderega, St. John's and Chamblee, there were
taken above 200 picces of ordnance.  There was afterwards taken a
great quantity of arms and ammunition, with all manner of tools,
utenfils and machines neceilary for camps, 1n the fumous ordnance
fap from Woolwich.,  She wl aliv on board a Jarge mortar upon a
new c‘rm!hm'tinn aind a number of fine brafs cannon. T'lhns capture
wis of the greated fervice o the army before Beolton, en: thing e
neral W ‘.mlf'tf n ot corry hils ofeniive operations ag andt  the roval
army into inanediate eitect. Pre cpened his firlt h.lttuv on the wight
of the 2a of Viarci, enthe gth he t..nfm pofleinon ol ‘Dardietior-Neel:,
on the r=th the cuemny cvactnted  the own, andidie entared 3t 1n
triumphi,
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fcventeen hundred feventy fix, and feventy feven. We
were now prefied with an army of towards fixty thou-
fand men, aided by mote than twenty thoufand ‘feamen
in eighty men of war, with a {hill greater number of pri-
vateers, gallies and gun-boats, which were not lefs mif-
chievous and dl[’creﬁmn' than their capital fhips®.  This
tremendous  military torcc‘, fufficient to have alarmed
and fpread terror through any kingdom upon earth, was
commanded by the moft aCCDmpllﬂlt’Jd ocnerals and ad-
mirals Great-Britain couid furnifh from all Europe. If
we may credit their own hittorians, this army was fur-
nithed with the fineft and moft numerous train of artil-
lery, with which any one, of that number, ever was {up-
phied in the known wor]d and this was {erved by the

solt experienced and approved engineers which Europe
could produce.

WH:LT but the mighty operations of providence in-
fpired us with magnanimity and refoiution to declare
ourlelves 1NpePENDENT, and by one capital {troke to
found the AMeRrICAN REPUBLIC, at the very time when
the enemy with thete mighty armaments ipread our
coafls, poured i their troops upon us, and thook the
continent with their thunder 7 When the enemy were
m full torce, and at the higheft tide ot viftory, our ar-
my was next to nothing. Tn face of this mighty force,
it was to be raifed, armed and difciplined.  We fearcd,
and our enemies were poflitive, that it never could b
done. IHow did the excellent greatnefs and goodnefs ot
Gov appear in fupporting us il this dreadful cri f".r 2 Whaz

elie
*When gencm] [Towe Jeft Boflon with his "rrm , the Heetinwhich

they tinled contfted of 1520 fal 5 at Noew-York, after lord Howe ar-
rived, it 'mun..m.i L 300, Im_ Britith lmlnnm {peaking ot it the
neat vear calls tie number finiie, Fisit. of Amertcan war.
The fleet which ti aniported the roval armv 1o Quebee, could net
confiil of lefs than 1co {ail more : o that not lefs tl. i aco fuil of
thippmg, befides a very gred at munber of privateers and armed hoz:
were emploved 1n the war soaingt the States. Such 2 naval fu'“,

was, probably, never font rf"un’c any othier people.



( 16 )

elfe could have influenced the furprizing moevements, and
given the memorable victories of TrrxvTon and Prince-
ton ¥, which fnatched us from the jaws of deftru@ion ;
I had almoft faid, raifed us trom the dead, giving life
and joy to all America ? The victory of Benningten, the
defeat of the enemy at fort Stanwix, the capture of Bur-
goyne and the Briufh army, at Saratoga, and the giving
us a powerful and generous ally in one of the capital
powers of Europe 3 the deteltion of Arnold’s horrid con-
{piracy, the iplendid wiltones, the judicious and al-
moft incredit:le marches and efforts of General Greex,
by which the Catolinas were recovered to the States, and
the glorious victory over the Larl Cornwallis, in Virgi-
nia, are among the mighty acts of Hia, who is excellent
in greatnefs and wonderful in working,

THE

¢ The viftory at Trenton wac obtained December z6th, 1776.
Colonel Rall who commanded the Heflians was mortally wounded :
abont 40 more of the enemy were killed, or wounded, and 918 made
prifoners. The vifory at Princeton was on the jdot January 15775,
The lofs of the Britith in killed, wounded and talken, was ubout 300.
The Beantugton viftory was on the 10th of Augult 1777, Colonel
Baum, who commanded the cnemy, was wounded and taken prifon-
er. The enemy Joft in Killed, wounded and priforers abour 6eo.
Four hrais ficld pieces were alfo taken.  Auguft 22d, the fieze of
fort Stanwiy {(now fort Schavier) was raifed and the enemy fled with
precipitation.  September 1¢th, the firll battle was fought between
Generei Gates and Durgovne. On the »th of Gétober Gen. Gates
obtained o complete viftorv over the roval army, and on the 17ta
the Convention of Saratoga was completed ¢ when 5,752 of the ene-
my f2id down their arms. g2 were taken in the hoipitals.  ltwas
compuied that the lols of the Uritih, in delertess, killed, wounded
and taxen, from july 6th, to tihe uae or tie Convention, befuies
tho'e already mentioned, amounted to 3,920, The whole amoaant-
aing to 10,000, Alout g4o picces of fine brals ordnance were iaken
at Benningon and Saratoga,

‘I"he capitulation, at York, was onthe 18th of Q8&ocber 1561, On
the 1qth, Cornwallis and his prmy, coafiiting of more than 7,000
men furrendered themielves.  More than an 100 pleces of non and
brof cannon, a 44 cun {hip, two fligates, 6o fquate ngged vefiels,
and 1o feamen were taken, with a prodigious guantity of war-like
ftoree.  (I'ravels of the Abbe Robin.)
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The combining of fo many circumftances and great
evenrs, as united their influence in the ever memorable
Vi ﬂory of York, difplayed the grearnefs, wifdom and
almighty power of the fupreme Ruler.  To nothing
but the divine wifdom can we afcribe the ; JOIat counels
of a Wasnnicron and Rocaampzav, in that fingular
effort of generalfhip, which deceived and altonifhed the
Britifh generals, and at once tranfplanted the confederate
armics from tne banks of the tudfen to York, None
but uer, who fits kina upon the flonds, and holdeth
the winds in s Aitts, could have {o ordered the arrival
and movemeats of the I'rench Acet, as to defeat the Bri-
tith, and co-operate with the combined armies in the re-
duction of our enemies.  Who, but the Being that holds
a fovereign influence over the hearts of men, could Infpire
armies and generals of different nations with fuch union
and magnammuy, as though all had been animated with
one foul, to effet the rrlor:ous work before them ? This
quieted the fouthern Seates s, afforded reft to many thou-
funds ol our bretbren, who before lay down and role up
in fear and diftrefs ; 5 gave {trength and honour to Anme-
rica at home, friends, tavour and glory in the kingdsms
of Iurope ; m!puzfm our enemies and gave a ﬁm{hmg
ftroke to the war.

To the fame warchful, all-governing providence muft
1t be aferibed, dhat under all the nloomy afpects of the
war, when allured by royal promifes, the L!mrrm of gold,
lmus titles, and even nob.htv rher:. have been in the

apmtl cham&exs among us, i1 Congrele, in our affem-
blics, armies and m‘baﬁ.gwrs, I fO:‘CIE.E'l Courts, juch
L.nwr.u.lptm_fs fuch firmnels, fuch fidelity and invincible
artzchment to the jult nights and Lberdes of our coun-
try : 1hat fuch union, wifdom and pcric:vc.r.mcc have
attenaed our counfels and cntc.rpr:ic.a - general 3 and
that there have been {o few apuu..u.x , and fo rare in-
{tances of treackery ainong us,  Viohence hath it been

G vho g
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that generals and officers of the ardateft fame, have fought
lauxels in the fields of America I‘Ol‘lghl‘ by vor [ides, hike
a band ot faithful brethren, and mingled their blood
with ours ! Whence was it that our armies have been
fuftained ? That our counléllors, citizens, foldiers and
brave feamen have fo generally chofin all fuffcnnas and
dangers, the horrors of prifons and of death, rather than
rewards, honours and llfe, in fighting agam(‘ their in-
jured and dear country ? Whencé hath it been that the
‘complicated interefts of naticns were fo balanced, and
that the potentates of the European kingdoms were {o
dire&téd, as t2 produce fuch mighty motives and decided
efforts in favour of America 3 Whence hath it been,
that we have obtzained fo advantageous, fo honourable a
Peace ? That France, Holland, Spain, and even haugh-
ty Britain hath ach.nowlcdr*ed otir SOVEREIGNTY 2nd IN-
pEpeNDENCE ¢ That France, Holland and Sweden have
entéred into treaties of amity and commerce with us,and
that thé nations in general conrt our trade and friend-
thip ? Surely it is the Lorp, who hath done thefe great
thing:s for us, wheteof we are glad, ¢ He maketh wars
o ceafe unto the end of thc earth 3 ne breaketh the
¢ bow, and cuttéth the {pear in funder : he buraeth the
- ¢¢ chariotin the fire”*,  Fle maketh peace in his high
places-}. He hath given us favour and made us high in
greatnels and renown among the nations.  Shall we not
then rejoice in the Lorp, and rehearte, with the voice of
Thank foiving, his righteous aéts towards the inhabitants
¢f our v111agc9 Can we contemplate thefe wonderful
things and not adopt ihe language ot our text ? ¢ Praife
«« Hi for his mighty adts : pra:ﬁ. Iias according to
“ his excellent greatneis.”

Trest are fome of the mighty exertions and effets of
a wonder working providence, by which the ALyic 11y
hath refcued us from the depths of fcar, danger and d-

trefs,
* Plalim 40, 9. tojob 13, 2,
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trefs, given us peace and a name among the nations,
This great AMericaNy rEveruTioN will be contempla-
ted as a capital event in the hiftory of man, n the revo-
lutions of ages. O my foul, O America, how doft thou
rejoice in it ? Iow do the gladnefs and feftivity of this
day, which with the voice of thankigiving {pread through
this great republic, proclaim ¢ee moft welcome ¢ Hail
fweet, aufpicious, glorious Day of Peace | Thou halt
fhut the luices of human blood, ftilled the thunder and
quenched the flames of war ; given refl to the harraffed,
weary millions of America, quietnefs to Europe, and
joy to the world. O welcome, welcome, thrice welcome
Psace ! Thou haft unlocked the doleful prifons, and
reftored our captivated fons to the bofum of their coun-
try, to the arms of parents and brethren, of faithtul
wives and children. Thou haft difcharged our brave
and hardy countrymen from the fatigues and dangers of
war, and returned them to the {weets of domeftic enjoy-
ment and of public tranquillitcy. Thou hait reftored
our exiled brethren and citizens, from the four quarters
of the land and of the earth, to therr cities and dwell-
ings; colleCted our churches, {cattered by the fury of
war, and united them to day in the prailes of their glo-
rious Deliverer,  Thou haft confirmed to us our Sove-
REIGNTY, FrEEpOAM and INDEPENDENCE, and one of the
finelt countries upon which the fun ever thone. Thou
‘haft removed our enemies from our coafts and borders .
opened our ports to all nations, and laid a foundation
for the communication of commerce, literature, liberty
and rehgion to the ends of the earth.  Idlow haft thou
opened an aflylum, a laft and moft happy regreat tor all
the opprefled of the earth, whither they may flee fron
oppreflion and tyranny, and wite the blefiings of free-
dom ¢ O, my brethren, how do we rejeice in thefe blefis
ings of pzace ! Do not our breafts exvand with the molz
plealing fenfations, and cur cyes brighien with alively

AR
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joy, while our brave ofacers and {oldiers, our captivated
countrymen, and thofe who had fled from their habitati-
ons, are reftored to the blefiings of peace ? While {cat-
tcrcd families and pes nhbours are colle€ling, and tathers
and fons, brethren, ﬁl{f rs and friends are, with tears ot
joy, clafping each other in the triendly embrace ? How
do we rejoice aot only with each other, but with our
fifter States, with all America, in the great things which
Gop hath done for us "--Rc]m ¢ that after a total block-
a~e, and maft horrible feene of {laughter, burning, de-
vd{tat;on and dittrefs, fuor more than feven years “ the
State of New-York enjoy their capital, and have their
ports opened ?—That our frontiers are delivered from the
favage yell and murderous depredations or thofe whofe
tender mercies are cruelty ?

On thele great eveuts fuffer me, with the moft heart-
felt joy, to congratulate my country and friends. in ge-
neral, and you, my cenerous auditors, in particular, |
rejoice and gve thanks tv Gop that I have lived to fee
this aufpicious joyful day. I rejoice exceedingly, that
.you have been delnvered in fo many dangers and live
with me, to blefs rac name of the Lern, and to bear a
‘part In the joys and thank{zivings hhl(‘h we now pre-
‘ter to the Mutt Fligh, O bcmo'n peace ! How grear,
how numerous are thV bltﬁhgq' How ravithing thy
charms | Great nurfe of fcience, commerce, wealth and
public good, come, [pread thine olive brauch over us
and hold us in thine embrace for ever.  Under thy nur-
turing wing let our cities be rebuilt, our depopulated

tracts
* Adintral Shuldbham arrived with genersl Howe and thie Britfh
crmy ot the Hook the latter end of June 1;;*6 luly 2d, the army

was landed on Staten Iiand. Augnt :;‘th the adsanced part of cur
army, on Lr.‘:'lp: Iﬂ aved, wits o efeate d, an.a on the 26ta the whnle ar-
mre retreaze b odvom rht, HMand.  Seprember 2qth, “the ey tous
the ¢ty of INew - ar, \.:*:nh . ....,rn, 1782, the (‘;t- Wis evacu-
ated by eenerad Carleton, and G iLh trsops, and generai YWath-
e god the SILEACRS e P el e 5 amd teo nokths

o
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traces refettled, our ftately groves converted into potent
fleets, our wildernefs turned into ficlds, gardens and plea-
{ant habitations, our commerce extend to the four quar-
ters of the globe, and our glory cxceed that of all the
kingdoms of the eaft, IHere let literature, liberty and
religion relgn, in their greatelt perfection, ’till the fun
and moon fhall be no muore.

The peace we celebrate to day, with religious joy, is
the more important and happy, in that it brings fo much
cood to vs, and has fuch favourable afpedts upon man-
kkind in general. It confirms to us all the United States,
with every town and city within therr I'mits,  Not one
1s conquered and left in the power of the enemy to damp
the fulneis of our joys. It grants to us a vaft excent of
country, fufiicient for the greateft empire in the world¥,
abounding with groves, rivers, lakes, mines, minerals
and every thing necefiary to make us great and formid-
able boch by land and fez. 1t fecures to us the moft ex-
tenfive right of fifhing, and the dominion of the feas, on
the American coaft. In a word, it confirins to us, a-
areeabiy to our {everal conftitutions, not only the greatelt
civi), but religious liberty, perfe@ly fecuring the rights

of

* It is fomewhat dificult, 1n the prefent nmperfelt state of our beft

maps, very preciiely to sueafure this great tract of country ;. but al-
ter teme partcular attenton to the fubject, and an examination of
different modern maps, it will, 1 ihiuld, upon a liberal menfuration,
contain 314,000 fquare miles.  No kingdon in Europe, excepting
that of the craprefs of Rutlia, 1s of coual exwent. Great-Briwain,
France and Ireland altogether contain but a little more than one
quarter of the arex of the United States ;o thewr contents beieg only
20G,411 fquare miles.  "The flate of Connecticut contains about 4 :h0
{quare miles, which is lefs than an bundred and eighticth part of the
United Statese The number of inhavitants which 1t now ¢onztins,
may be etimated at abeut 220,nco0 Were the whole of the Ui
ted States therefore as populous as Connellicut, they would cont:iin
39,500,000 nhzbitants ; nextiv douvle to the number of inhabit. n g
in any of the Furopean kingdoums,  Shogld the flares docble the'y
numbers once 11 25 yeurs, ¢ would, in lefs than 120 years, anioadi:
to 39,60c,000.  The country we putiets is deubtleds carnbie o .

ot

‘porting twice this nymber, “
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of confcience, beyond what 1s enjoyed, perhaps, in any
part of the known world.

THis has not only the happielt afpeét upon us, at pre-
ient, but upon the countlefs millions of our pofterity yet
unborn, It is friendly to the kingdom of Jesus, has a
tendency to promote the divine glories, to increafe the
prefent and future happinefs of the human race, It
opens to us the moft extenfive {cope for trace and com-
merce, which, perhaps, ever opened to any people ; and
lays a foundation for our being one of the greateflt and
happieft nattons in the world.

Frienpry is the afpect which 1t hath on mankind 1n
general, as it opens a retreat for the opprefied of all na-
gions, where they may enjoy civil and religious liberty
in the greateft perfetion, It will furnith princes with
an inftructive leffon not to opprefs their {ubjelts, and
will exhibit fuch motives to them, as they have never be-
fore had, to govern them with juftice and moderation,
and even to extend their hiberties ; otherwife they will
fiee their tyranny and craniplant their arts, wealth and
power ro thefe more friendly regions of liberty and peace.,
As the nations make themielves acquainted with our

wifdom, liberty and kappinefs they will more and more
z(pire after and adopt them into their own {yltems, and
{o it will tend to diffufe knowledge, liberty, religion and
happinefs through the earth, and to prepare mankind for
the univerfal rerex of the Sox or Gop, in the glories
of the larter day.

Arzeany hath the American conteft done great good
to mankind ; it hath reduced the overgrown power of
Great-Britain, and made her lefs able to opprefs the na-
tions. This may he a great good ro her, as well as to
Furope and the world in general, as it may ferveto keep
her in greater peace at home, and prevent her embroil-
ing other kingdoms., When an empire becomes over-
grown in power, it will sot commonly fuffer itlelf or

- neighbourning



heighbouring nations to be long i peace, Iigiilv im-
portant is it, that the powers of this world be equally ba-
lanced to preferve the peace, and prevent the deftruction
of the human race. Theemancipation of America hath
already given freedom to Ireland, even withourt the fhed-
ding of blood. It may alfo continue, and even revive,
the liberties of England. Qur conteft hath engaged the
attention of nations ; a fpirit of liberty feems to be en-
kindling, and the light of it dawning in the kingdoms
of Europe, The effeéts of our noble confli¢t may be
{till much greater in our peace and eftablithment.

Tuese views aggrandile our ideas, and proclaim the
immenfe greatnefs and glories of the divine Majesty,
ferve to fwell cur joys and engage us to praife Him, for
his mighty -acts. '

WHiLE we give Hin only the honours of this great
revolution, it will not be 1mproper to take an henour-
able notice of thofe whomn He hath ufed as the chief in-
firuments of its accomplifhment. |

WE return our thanks, and the thanks of our country,
to the grand SexaTE of America, and to our relpefive
affemblies and legiflatures, for their wife, fzichful, per-
fevering counfels, {pirited and manly exertions for the
public weal. Nor will we withhold our grateful ac-
knowledgments from thoit illuftrious charatters, FRANK-
LiN, Apams and - Javy, the able, firm, faithful negoetia.
tors of the prefent honourable peace, for the fingular na-
tional fervices they have done us. To thofe illuftrious
generals, WasnineTon, GREENE, RocBAMBEAU,GATES,
Li~ncowLy, I.a FavEeTTE, and to the other worthy Gene-
rals and Ofhcers, we prefent our grateful acknowledg-
ments,  We gratefully recognize the important fervices,
the heroifm, fidelity and perfeverance of our{oldiers and
feamen. May the names of our heroes and benefattors
be long dear to their country, and tranfmicted wich ho-
nour to the lateft generations,

BUT,
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Bur, O WasningTon, what thanks do we, what
thanks does America owe to thy illuftrious name ! Born
to blefs and {ave thy chuntry. Great in the cabinet, heroic
and glorious 1n the field. Not lefs {killed in human
nature, than in the arts of war. L hou haft harmonized
the armies of thirteen Sta TES, the armies of FrRance
and America. Through nine fucceflive campaigns
hat thou led the confederate armics, enjoyed their hearts,
fhared the honours and confidence of thy country, and
made thyfelf great on both fides the Atlantic, while the
boafted ocnerals of Britain have been ucccﬂlvcly vanquifh-
ed and have funk into contempt. Flow fhall prefent and
future bards and hiftorians embalm thy name, and pub-
lifh thy virtues, thy hercic deeds, thy growing fame, to
the moft diftant times and nations ? Retire z/[:zﬂrzws be-
loved man, from the totls, tumule and dangers of war,
loaded with the honcurs and thanks of dly country,
amply to fhare the bleflings of liberty and peace, with
all the pleafures of domcﬁlc lite. Many and happy be
thy days on-earth, full and endlefs be thy joys in the
worid of glory.

Loxc, O Greexe, fhall the Carclinas publifh th
fame, and celebrate thee, as their deliverer.  T'o Amerzca
thy name fhall ever be dear, while the faithful page of
hiftory fhall place t£ee among her heroes and proclaim
thine honours to the world “till the fun and ftars fhall
lofe their luftre.

Tuz magnanimity and royal goodnels of that illuftri-
ous Prince, the Movarcn of I'raNnce, the feafonable

aad powerful aids he hath given us, may never, never
be forgotten.  “T'he herciim of the enterprifing Count
D’Lﬁamg, who fought and bled in the caule of America,
the faithful, vifterious conduér of the Count de Gra‘k
with the unporrant fervices done ws by the Gallic ﬂwt,
_merit our gratitude and applaufe.

WiiLe we thus honourably notice the living, we may

Ry
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by no means forpet the dead, whole invidcible attach-
hent to ther country, whote zead and heroifin in her
tetence, equatly merit hcr thanks, and 1o be celebrated
with immortal  honowrs. ipht penerals, '\\mmcm
Mosraomery, MeRCER, WOOSTER, Hmam*.nm INASIH,
Punawsil, and Laron de hm.m have been fhiin, or mors
tally wounded in battle ™. General Frosras died of fick-
nels, De Counry, a Freneh trcnual Was drowned an-the
S(.huvllslll through his carrcmwis to join the Americans
before che barde of Bra nd}wmc A grear number. of
other brave officers and men have perifhed.  Upon a
moderate computation noc lefs than fixey or iuenry
thoufiand men have been loil to the country, m battle, 1n
licknels, in doleful prilons and captivicy, 1n the Jate

D dreadful

* General Warren was {la in June -thy 1775, at tiie bhatrle of
Bunker-Mill,  Montgomery in tie at acl: st Quebee, December 31,
17250 Mereer January 3d, 1070, ae Princetou, Waoonlter was mor-
tally wounded, .\pt:l *-rh, Tnlal BT Ruluhchl died May 2d, at Dan-
lmrr Harkimer was killed on his way to e reiiet of tort STANWIX,
\ugull Gth, 17=-=. Nauath at the battle &t Germastown, OSober 4th,
===, Pulawfki, a Polifh Kntght, wa. mortally wounded in the -
tack on Savannah, Oétober, 1779, b o dc Kalbe wus L;'lcd .1t
tae battle near Cambden Augwtt 1o, 1798 |

Gryerarn VVootier was boarn il Strasford 1 Conneltiens, March
ady trreerr o wan ulultul at Yile-College I"‘;:L In1-30 ke
frs HL" a8 a Licutenant in the war nesiatt ‘1“1:::. and waas {oon made

Captam of a floop t"ht]'ﬂi“"'. ed by Con Hu.,t.t i o guarda-coatla, Ao
P7gs he ned a Caplaaey in the o pu. mut .H*.unlt Leutiboury, and
Wi ppointe.d o e fame rank o the S ettablithment wader
Sir W 1” m n.pml bathe Freach w1793, B was prometed to
the pank of g Cofonel, amd made Commanamt ot by, | ltduL I
!:"‘; .'t. W pm]lllll_*l ro o tite (:lll.l' win TR U" IlL f.[.{‘l"“w 11 11!!,
fery 10 o (.h.,ll'lt..llt.llt i e 1'!..-!." ot hrwr ltlll.' e L"I! M .I in the Lo ll -
nentas Hervice,  Ino==G, he wais appointed the il i or-Generil
ot the militia 19 this hrttt.' f1e u.h aoocabivima K tr real worth. of
Ppproved abilinies, true courapge, and ejeat evperieacs '.nc res {l'
WLl H [‘.u,hulmf SRR T I T A R LR AN "‘ln{. wi lnt{ "'H.! .mt Il 11'-
Jic wie adiive zind cheettel, aad retained b aE asiiviey, L.*ulﬁmnh
J'tﬂ.{i JRIRALY SRS :Lur..ﬂt'.'l- : -...:..! 0 j\.-”. 1, the 'h..u.lh. Lif‘laih LJ“IHI‘; .
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dreadful war®™,  One third of t[us number, at leaft, havc
perifhed in captivity,

Iav they hlwwcd the drcndfnl conflit, how woulcl
they have rejoiced in this day ? Wha fulnefs -and bril-
Jiancy. would they have given to our affemblies upon
this joyful occafion ? But alas ! alas | they are no more,
Thcy facrificed their eafe, their blood, their lives to their
country. . Can we, can America ever forg get them ¢ Do
we not fee them f’l]llﬂ“’ bleeding and pouring out thelr
lives, at a thoufand woumlq upon the high places ¢ Or
pmmn- ]dncru fhmcr and (lym with hlll‘l'g,(fl, nkcducfs,
0ppreﬂ‘wn, “cold and ficknefs, in murderous prifons and

captivity ! See, my brethren, {ee your countrymen, your
neighbours, your fons in thcir blwod, in the palenefs and
filence-of death U Sce their widows in fackcloth leading
their fatherlefs tratn, and venerable tathers bowed to the
carth with forrows, and pour out ynur tears with them,
Q. iy foul, ‘how art thou diftreffed ? How doft thou
bleed for themr’ Come,-y.¢ defolaté widows, ye tender
mothers, come, all ye davghters ot {orrow and weep over
them. O ween, ween, weep—for the flain of thedaughter
of thy people.  Alasg!t ¢ Remembring” our ¢ afiliction
¢t and mifery, the wormwood and the gally” our ¢ foul
¢ hath them full in remsembrance, and 1s humbled ”
withir us-*" “\,[,”, the Gon at sl grace and confotation
heal our breaches and reitore conifurts 1o our mouraers,
G

~¢ 3w e lefs of men fmllained by the tews of Now-Haven, ontaf the
f...t‘. incntrl ling. Gam amons thie militey, e and other inhabis
tants pig etimatedae 210, Ivew-Fuaoven 3o sbont o twenty-faurth
part ofithis- Staee 5 rechontng the fane proportion of luls tereioie
13 ahe whole State, the mumber b wid emeunt to 3,012 Lonne C-

t1 !l'i‘% L;l: Clllt..sl about a Lwe, ‘tn pa T of e \l‘wnw N SLHtss 1 10CH
tu ne e fame propcrtion of lofs therelore o the w hole, the totsl

amatnt will be H0,4%5 3 bt Ivew- Yoriz, Wew- juiw an.t the o uth-
cen States have Joabtess funeed g reater lofs i proportion @ taein

rambers tian Conneelivus, I in wervtore probable that ihe whoie
fats of Dives 1s net leis than ~o.0 The lofs 1o Great-Dritain. na

1 oappears from paiiamentoey, "'11 cther accounts, 1. more tian
J o Q00 1 CN, Tohanient. 5019, 29,
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O “1et”our “widows tewfl in® Ty and ¢ Jeave??
thete « fatherlely children” that Lz may ¢ preferve them
¢ alive” ¥,

Wiine we lament our thaufands and ten thoufandsg
fluin, we mufl contemplate as a great naticnal blefling
that long andd uncommon leries of health erjoyed thro’-
ouc the United Scates,  "Uhe plentiful increale of the
fieid during the years of our diftrefs, when our fithery
was prohibited, our toreign trade annthilated, and when
our enemies were burning and laying walte our cines,
ftores and fruitful wacts, demonftrates the greatnefs and
goodnels of Goo, Hoaow thould we praite Hiu, that to
the diftrefles of war there were not added the horrors of
peftilence and tamine ! He gave us not merely a com-
petency, but in peneral a great abundance of the froits of
the earth y {o that we have had both food in our dweli-
ings and fupplies for our armies in the fizid.

AMIDST our countlels national mercies, we may not
foraet thole which more particolarly refpeét chis flute and
town, our tamilies and our felves.  Fow have we feen
tne excellent greatnels and mighty acts of the LLorp, in
that gencral prote@ion and quictnefs which we have en-
joved, while other flates have been trodden down of ai-
mies, ravaged and alivefl ruined ;- o that we have en-
joyed a Goverxor, in the late years of perplexity and
danger, fo happily qualitied tor fuch a day 5 capable of
tranfalling bufinels with fuch uncommen dithatch, with
fuca advantage o the flate, and with fuch honour beth
to that and himfzir » and that his tovortant Life, and the
lives of our chief a0l mols exjprerenced raiers, have been
preferved through the florm, il they have condudied s
fafely into port.

As this ftate hath honoured | is Fxcrneaney Goven-
NOR Trunatpurnn with public trait and o af leace, for
RIS e e o AR R

avout halt a century, fo by hath oz only dooe e
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and efiential fervices, but finoular honour, at hame, in
the arimy, in conmc{s, throuplmm Amerlc.a, an.d even in
Europe,  Fle ftands high in the Hit of the great politt.
¢al Criaracrins of the prefene age.  Tndeed men who
have zcaloutly t-:lpuuh..d and watched over the libertics
of thetr country, ferved it with fuch abilicy, integrity wnd
perfeverance, 1 all circamitances, thmuirh a lone period
0[‘ tme, ferving Gon and their generation .ucorulnu to
his will, arc ﬁnnnl..tr Llcflings to the world, oro. Nt
10 hum'm natuie, and their charaéters cught ever to be
contemplated with @ peculiar refpect and veneration.

We wilth his Excrineney a happf reeels from pub-
Jic Jubours, a comfortable old-nge, and a glorious 1y-
MORTALITY,

Tue prelervation of this ancient, plesfant and impor-
tant town, froma gene rllconﬂ..mmtmn when o the ut.
moft dmr‘cn y the hmltq of Providence on the labours
of the huibandman, the prefent year, and the general
plenty with which thr.. country abounds, proclaim the
riches of the divine Geodnefs,  The revival of religion
in fome parts of the country, tue erioulnels and retor-
mation which have been 1n the college, exh:bit argu.
ments of praie.

Our domeftic and perfonal enr)xl'tent:'-:, the acliver-
ances we have experienced in the day of baude, in fick-
nefs, and in the various danzers and diftrefles of the late
war, the continuation of our Lives, reafon and hmbsg, the
tfra_';uyn.-(:mofht:.z:.. food, raiment, friends, the \.nlp“aL-
able bleflings ot the trnlpt,] and .uch an dl[l:t’JﬂZ endlels
xariu.[ cof oo th.nna demaind oor higheft pla'l* 1 hey

exhibit the excellznt greagncts and tromlnth ol our Gop,

flm ixG thus laid tefore y oo fome of the mig chty adts
of our mall gracious benelactor, roule and Ll'lLlﬂ(“L.
VO _:,-*” the 1oll vde of whi ..‘1 I woith to rurn wholly

|
o pous e, dhatgee il things may be glo-
11

\
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II. To fhow, very coneifely indeed, what 1s implied
in praifing Gov ina right manner for his greatnefs and
:lorious works.

Pris imphes that we believe his univerfal providence,
that “nts Kingdom” indeed * ruleth over all™ @ That ne
planteth the nattons and plucketh them up, and truly
nllh ““ 1 form the hight and create darknefs : 1 make

“* peace, and create ev 1. Ithe Lowp do all thefe things¥,
We rml‘c be .t:"hblt that every good and perteft gttt is
trom hi f we do not believe his being, and that the
wonder ful WOor Ls which take place, in the wor]d, are 1ils
mighty adls, we never can praile niv for then,

I'r impllu, alfo that we love Hin fupremely, as molt
areat and glorious in himfelf, that we think moft ho-
nourably of nia, rejoice in his fupreme dominion, infi-
nite glory and bl fledrefs, in his word and works ; that
we delive to be like s, to henour and enjoy miar tor
ever,  fommphes thar we rrult i hum, and nnt only de-
{ire to prade lim ourfelves, bur that ail people, all crea-
tures in heaven and earth, thould pravie Hix.  Gop 1s
principally honoured and praited by the love, holy afrec-
tions aad defires of his people : by their giving him their
hearts.  Indeed withour this, men do not truly praife
him at all.

‘T'ins alfo comprileth in it a proclaiming of the divine
honours withour lips ; the making ot a p;ofcﬁun of the
chrittian relicion, and the acknowledgment of Gop as our
Gop: lth..n..nw ot henourably of his names, ordinan-
ces, word and works.  Wemuil blefs his nlorlous name,
pray to amd prate him, in the cloler, n che mmlly, and
in hs heufe, upon all proper oceations, hinging his praif-
es with alad hearts; auimared with the nobie priceples
of taith and e,

Prarsive Gon alio imples our frving, as well as
pealitng, hus pratie, That we Bave T:!;nn unito zil his

u.'l“.‘.'tl]hiih.! tﬂl.'l]f;b,
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commandments, and henour lum 1a ali the wavs of his
appointnent, It implies true repentance for [in, break-
ing 1t off by righteoulnels and our iniquities by turning
to wie Lorn  ** The goudnels of Goo leadeth thee to
““ repentanc’ I.mh love and grautude punfy the
heart and are produftive of holy tiving.  Ir, Fle IHracl
of old, we fing the praes of Goo and loen forger his
works, we fhzll by no nmieans honour, but arcatly dif-
honeur him.  When men live in a courfe of hn they
defiife ratiwer than pr;ﬁ!}: (zon.

Pratsine i accoruing to his excellent GREATNISS,
and for his mughty acrs, fuppoleth that we ohtain a
hively fenfe of tae greatnets and glory of his Majssry,
of his worthineds of the love and pra*ic of carth and hea-
ven, and th 1t we recoilect as tar as pofiible the wonder-
tul things which He hath done for us.  Ir we have not
{ome pr.h_t!:._al fenie of his greatnefs and of his innvme-
rable mercies, we cannet prai‘?: i1 for them.  Ir alfo
implies, that we prafe gia in the l.l;.,he-ﬂ manner pofli-
b.L with all the 'Ldrt «“ Great is the Loxrp and | creat-
‘ I» to be praifecs . It s nmpefiible to pr;tii':: Flins
itr ‘Ltw according to his exa r.h.:nt greatnzls tor he is
exalted above all blefiine and pratie.  But creatures
fhould praile him to e utnolt of ther m;wﬂxm.
“ Blets the Lorp, O my {foul ; ana all that 15 within
“ me, blefs his m..}' name. Blelh the Lokn, O my [oul,
“ and ferger not artlhis benefis™7. T this I‘l")b:t_ dutv
we fhould Ge coatinuuily eninie yed, ar a1l times, in all
places and cire: .mﬂ'mccs. T wil L‘“ls the Lonp at all
¢ umes, his praile thall continuaily be i my mosuth”y.

I have now buehiy fletehed cur o you the gruaiyess
and muzhty acts of the Loan, elpecaliy as m*y have
been dil ;muul In g xmn._u.IfL.l thines whicn he hath

L
-3
-
b S

done for us and cur Futhers, and have 1u3;¢rd‘i‘ d our
QL. Igations taence arthinx 1*.1*!: Hint for thole glor-
Otls

b 3 L] M -1-1'!“' - L L :'n ®
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ous works, and wn feme meafure accerding to his ex-
cellent GREATNESS.

To this, wich all our powers, we are now to addrefs
and ftir up ourfelves, by fome application of the fuby.:ft.

Is Gop infinitely great, the comprehenfion of all per-
fection and bleflednefs, hath he done fuch wonderful
things for the church, for our fathers and f{or us, we are
taught to love ana fear rist fupremely, \\ hom fhould
we love with all our heart, but HiM, whois the PERFEC-
riox of ecavTy ? Whom fhould we fear but the King
of naticns, who plantea ihe heavens, and hath made the
fea and the fountains of water 2 With what propricety is
it wricten, ¢ et all the earth fear the Lorp 5 let all dhe
*nh .bitants ot tie world ftand 1n awe of Hin* With
what profound and holy reverence fhould we rejoice be-
fore niz to-day ¢ d.ove Hlia, and rejoice in Hiw, and
i his voodnels withh all our hearts ?

Qur fubject teachech s, that He 15 a mef glorious
object of our wrult and worthip 3 worthy o be prahed,
worthy of our ¢nitire confidence.  I'hat to niy we may
{ately comnmuit our country, the church, our fouls and all
our dear interefts, in tine, and through etermity.

Acatx, our fubjeét }Jroc,larm-; the infinite worth of
his favour : ; the blefivdneds ot that puople, of that man
whofe Gob s the Loun  “Ilis fuvour s Iife.” 1f Gon
¢ be fer us, who can be againit us™ :

Crearcy alio are we taugne the dreadiulnefs of his
wrath, and the tremendous condition of thoie, who by
thelr impeniience, unbelier and ingrattude; make it
i eternat enerv, Allss ! tor thea, when 1ig whe
created the heevess ana Lud the toundazions of the earti -
11: who budds ‘mcl Jueiss  up the nauons, at his pl{.&.--
sare, fadl rife up ..”"'31!”!. them 7

Forrnni, dues he perfcrmall the mizhey adts of cri-
ation ana providence, are wdl things of) and ._u"(m*‘rh 11141,

talh
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then furely to nixe only 15 due all honour, thanklaiving
and praife, both for his efiential ericatneds and ulm;, and
for his ¢~ wonderful works to the children of men”,  We

owe 1at our whole felves, all that we have or can be.
We owe him a great, an endlets tribute of love, thanki-
gving, praile ¢1nd obedience.  \We owe him all the ho-
nour of faving us, tn our low eftaze, of caufing us to rife
Into the mportance of FREE, SOVEREIGN and INDEPEN-
DENT States, and of the bltﬁmgﬁ of an honourable Pr ace.
To Him s due all the glory of creaTion, of the pre-
servaTion of al} things, of the glorious work of re-
DEMPTION, of the (alvarion of the church in all ages and
places; of planting, increafing and defending it i Ame-
ricay of all the blcﬂmm bettowed upon our worth},f a1 -
ceftors and upon us their poltenity 5 nay, the glory of
all the good 1n the univerle, 1n heavcn, 1N mrth, in ume
and thrwﬁh etprn'ty To Hiny, who 15 infinite 1 p.r-
fection, who performeth all thmcrs, 1s al! glory duc.

I~ theie views CVEry thmtr umlca its influence to wake
us up, to warxe up all the inhabftants of the United States
to aleribe all blelling, and thanklgiving, and praife to
his glnrious namne.— ['o engage them to repent, behieve
the gofpel, and to become indeed reconciled o Gob
through h..“ s Curist, that o a toundauon may be
Jaid tor their praing n fur his mtghty acts and ac-
cording 10 his excellent crzarxess, both now and for
ever, |

Thzss views of Goo aifs, while our hearts averflow
with cratitude, and our Lips proclaim his praifes, natu-
rally excize us, with the rr"t:mt"k carnonels, to feek of
Bim ehe pardon of ail our ofivnees, and his bld'mtr Bpon
Lhls .'u.w 'm ne, riing Rovepnie s—"That ne woukd
“oive witdem and unamanity w our public councils,—
““ cxmunt .ul cur citizens in the bonds of .hu:i.on,—--

infire them with an cainefl regard for the pational
“honeur and intereil-—-onabie them o oimprove the

! | “ days
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“ days of profperity by every good work, and to be
‘“ lovers of peace and tranquilhity,”—"T'hat he would
““ comfort ail ”? our ¢ wafte places, and make” our *¢ wil-
““ dernefs like Eden, and” our ““defert Tike the garden of
« the Lorp,” caufe « a little one” to * become a thou-
¢ {and, and a {fmall one a great rauion ;”—7That Hz,
who planteth the nations, and * maketh peace in his
““ high places,” would grant us his continual {miles and

aimighty guardianfhip, giving us everlafting reace.
WE are now feparated from Great-Britain, and be-
come a diftinct and independent republic.  She hath tor
ever renounced all nght and claun to the thirteen Unit-
cd States. O Britain, the pleafant land of our forefa-
ther’s {epulchres, how ftrong was the affvfiion, how
great the loyalty which once united us to thee ! How
have we rejoiced 1n thy happinels and glory {—In thy
patriot kings and omwmg, cmpire ! How have we pray ed
for thy p:oipemy Prayed that thine heart might be to-
wards us, and that, united to thee, we might it for ever
under thy thadow ! But thou haft {vum ed us from thec.
‘Thou halt deluged our country inblood ; thou hatt
calt ﬁrc into our fan&uaries*, wrned our glr:aia.nt places
Iy IO

4

As the roval armv began the war with murder, turning and va-
pine, 1n their expedition to Lexington and Concoids o they con-
tinued 1t ; marking their route, in every fiate, with barbarity and
{avage dum;h..mn In thc State of \'111'\cmt'ct:'5 they burnt
(.h..trleﬁoun, June 1-th, 1~-35. It was large, handiome and wel
built, both with refpedt o it public and privace editices ; contain-

ed qoo dweiling houtes, with & ereatin any n..hnr valuahle blulmxn-v

. The next Qétober, (Oftober 18,) they barnt Falmouwsh ; confifting

of about 130 dwelling houies, 273 £ores an d warcheufes, having a
large new church, a new clecant court hewe, and public thwrary,
Befides thele huil:.unu which were burni, many otuers were damaaead,
Ox new year’s day, January 1, 1770, Dunmore, with his trocps,
burnt the City \mtunk, in Vi 11“1'11‘ ; t“t" annanl tont of the buud-
1”5-';5 which were reduced to lﬂ.v_w veos efttmated st 100 ponr hjn.'
and the whole lofs fultnined by thic confl it tion, was ¢emputc o o
by 300,000 pounds.  The Lurning, gh Wivderin e Larburies ang e

"
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into a wildernefs, and filled our country with widows
and facherlets childreny. Thy madnels and the will of
heaven bave forbidden our union. We now therefore
bid
vaftation of Prevolt, Cornwallis, and Arnold afterwards, in the
fouthern States, were almoft incredible. 1t has been thought that,
firft and laft, they plundered thole States of a million and an half of
propercy.
1z 1777, March 23d, the enemy burnt Peek’s Kills, April 27th,
Danbury, and O&ober 25th, Fopus. They fpread defolation the
{ame year through the whole county of Welt-Cheiter, and through
many places in New-Jerley.  The committee appointed by Congrefs
to enquire into the conduct of the enemy in 179+, in their report
fiy, ¢ The whole tralt of the Britifh army is marked with defola-
‘“ tion, and a wanton deftrultion of property, particularly through
‘¢« Welt-Cheller county in the State of New-York, the towns of
Newark, Elizabeth-Tewn, Woeodbridge, DBrunfwick, Kingfion,
¢ Princeton and Treaton, in New-Jerfey,”” At this ttme, and af-
teawards, befides private dwellings, the meeting hovfe, court houfe
and barracks were burnt at Elizabeth-Town ; and Springfield and
Westfield were alio buarnt. |
In Connelicut, the enemy plundered New-Haven, July g, 1770,
barning a namber of aweliing houfes and itores ; on: the gth, they
piundered and barat Fairfield, and on the 12th, Norwalk undenwent
therame fery dettrudtion.  Scptamber 1781, New-London was partly
burnt.,  Bedford, in R. Ifland, Sulguehannali; and the towns and fet-
tements in Tryon county, 1n the Stite of New-York, have been-{ub- -
jected to the fame detredtion. About 150r 14 Eoutesof [".:.h!ic'n.'arl'hip.
i mppefr, have been burne, and other, have been greaidy d.:r.in;aged
" and

Fa

+ Tx the tewn of Groten 35 widows weve made, inone day, by
Ainold®s Lorrwd snaflnere. Avoue 60 Save been miade 1n New-Hao
very, by the war s recgoning thu ume nrepertion to tie whole fate,
the namber will amvant to 2040 I we redion o Lropurtionate
vaunber o all the States in the vmor, the whole amount will he
2+, 480 widews, Fiimating 1

-

three claldion wa widow, the nam-
Lor of fatherlets chibdien wilionouee » 73,030, Where | have
heon able to got the evndt number of Ltherieis chiidren, there have
Leen sbout sour chibiten to o widow, at aomedivm. Upon this efli-
mtion, the numier of tatherlets clnddren made by the war would |
be 0-,6z20. The widows anad fitherlets are more numcerous in the
foutaern States oo in this, Dwenty or thirty are fometimss to be
foana na feedl viiloce. How drewdtul are the ravazes and defola-
Con of wor b Whao animated thank{givings do we owe 10 Gos for
) 1 ) ' - - - - - .
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bid thee a folemn, an drernal adien,  After all our
wrongs we wifh thee not to be extirpated from amony
the nations, May heaven give thee repentance, wafh
thee from blood-guiltinefs, and biot out thy crimes,
We love mankind, we love the friends of Eberty and of
human nature, c¢fpecially our brethren in Cinist fesus,
wherever they dwell, While America therefore enjoys
peace with all other nations and feeks their good, may

fhe have peace with thee and feck thine aifo.
Brive

and treated with the utmolt contempt,  The committee ef Congrels

fay in their report, ¢ Places and thinge, which from thele public
““ nature and general vtility thould have been fpared, by a eivilived
““ prople, have been deltroyed or plundered, or bath, But abave all
“ places of worlhip, minifters and other 1eligious perfuns of fomne
‘* particular Proteftant denominations, fvem to liave been treated
“ with the moft rancorous hatred, and ot the fame time with the
‘“ highet contempt.”” ‘T'’hey not only murdered our captives, by
fuffering them to ftarve, ficeze. and endate every diftreis in their
prifons and prifon-fhips, bur they murdered our tnhibitants wha fell
into their hands, in coel blood, 'The commiitee above mentioned
fay, *¢ Officers wounded and difabled, fome of them of the firtt rank,
¢ have been barbaroufly mangled, or put to death. A mintiter of
““ the gofpel at Prenton, who neither was nor had been in arms,
““ was maflacred in cool bload, chourh humbiy fupplicating fee mer-
“ cy.”  The minifter referred v, was Moo Rofeburgh, of the Porks
of Delaware,

Had 1t not been for fome very kind and meft festble trierpafis
tions of Providence, their crueliy and depredutions would, probubiy,
have been much greater than they were. 1t w6 reperted, and the
general opinion of the people, before the bande at Princeton, that
the enemy defigned to give no quarter ; but the deiear of tnew
troops, and the making a number of them captives. induced them ta
treat the Americans, in captivity, with leis batharity.  The diverst -
on made by the attuck on Stony-Point, which was carned with the
moft fingular heroifin, fword ia hand, by the Amertcans, Ju's 190,
1779, and the critical flate of Penohicat at thar junéaae, deubeivt .,
prevented the further plundering and hurning ot tae towas i thi,
ftate.

-What a miferable people thoutd wofave Laon, hat ek an ene.
iy finally prevailed U How fhowhd dhias conidosdon v winerere
our gratitude 10 the great Author of poed, wud cajeg¢a W Lve 1w

. ‘hiy glnry !
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Beive now a feparate, independant nation, it beconica
us with one heart and foul to build it up ;—To culti.
vate union and barmony amang ourfelves, to ftrengthen
the hands of government; pun&ually to perform our
public contra&s, to promote indultry, frugality and all
focial virtues ;—To dilcountenance and put awuay all
{in, and to pmchﬁ. univerfal righteou{nefs and goodnets.

Thefe are the things which will build us up, make us
great and honourable. ¢ Righteoutnels exalteth a na-

- ¢ tion ™,

PenxerraTrp with a fenfe of the infinite glories of the
divine Majesty, and with a fenfe of his mmhty ACTS,
efpecially towards us, let us fummon all our powers, and
with one it amm'ttcd great and united effort arife to
praife and blefs his name for all his goodnefs. Praife
HIM In your hearts, by loving niM fupremely, conftantly
and for ever. Praxle HIM with your lips, blefling his
name ¢ at all umes,” {inging unto Fin,? {peaking ¢ of
*¢ the glory of his L.mrrdom ** talking ¢ 'of his power and
« of all his wondrous wmks”j: Praife "inm mn your
Jives, by & conicientious, uniform, perfevering obedience
to his whole will. O praife Him who is the uncreated,
nnmutable, infinite fource of ail perfection, beauty and
bleflednets.  DPraile sives for his mighty acTs, and accor-
ding to his excollent GREATNESS. Praite Him, who
fpread sbroad the heavens and laid the foundation of the
carth ;—wio formed this mighty continent, and in the
days of eternity appointed it to be the inheritance of our
fathers and of their pofterity, Praife lim who hath
protecied them, and us, from their firft iettlement unto
tnis day ;—who ""dlfdppo.mtth the devices of the crafty,
¢ {o that their hands cannot perform their enterprife 3
¢t raketh” them *“in their own craftinefs,” and carrieth
‘ the counfel of the froward headlong™§.  Praife Hinm

wite 2y fainmighty men, detivered g great generals and

arlnles
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armies into our power, made us a nation, and given us
the prefent glorious Peace. O give thanks unto mim,
who hath given s all the bleflings of life ; the public,
private, {piritual and temporal bleflings of the prefeat
year, and of this joyful day. 1
LeT all the glory and goodnefs of Gop, in creation,
and providence, in the work of redemption, in the falva.
tion of Ainerica, and in the whole courfe of our lives,
as far as pcflible, be brought into view to kindle up our,
love, and to awake in us the higheft {enfe of gratitude,
thankfgiving and praife. Can we contemplate all this
greatnels, glory and goodnefs, and not feel our obligati-
ons to be an holy people ? And not love the Lorp our
Gop, and cleave unto 1M with all our hearts and with
all our fouls 7 Can America be guiltlefs if, under the
enjoyment of all this merey, fhe lives in unthankfulnefs
and impenitence ? Be 1t our concern therefore to render
according to the mercies which we have received. O let
our {ouls blefs the Lorp, and all that is within us ¢ blefs
““ his hely name,” ¢ Blels the Lorp, O" our fouls,
‘“ and forget not all his benefits”*. O America, praife
the Lorp.  raife Hiar all ye people: ¢ praife ye mis,
‘“ all his angels : praife ye Iliag all his hofts. Praife
HiM fun and moon : praife riy all ye ftars of light”+.

““ On earth join all ye creatures to extol |
““ Hhia firft, Hiae laft, His midft, and without end.”

Let every thing that hath breath praife the Lorp,
Praife ye the Lorp™f. A M E N,

¢ Plalm 103, 1, 2, + Pfalin 148. 2, 3. t Plalm 150, 64
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Page ¢, line g from the top for deftrefled read diftreficd.
P. 26, line 19 from the top for we read ye.
P. 29, 2d line from the bottom for loving read living.
. Other fmalier miftakes will eafily be correéted by the reader.
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